
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

I spent four days home alone. 
That may not sound like a big deal 

to you, but it was the longest I have 
been alone since transverse myelitis 
left me a paraplegic seven years 
ago.

My wife’s well-deserved trip to 
visit a friend in California gave me a 
chance to reflect on how much more 
independent I am now than after 
the spinal cord injury first struck. 
For that, I can thank my doctors and 
therapists. But most of all, I thank my 
wife, Kelly. 

Although Kelly’s hopes and 
dreams were shattered along with 

© 2019

July 2, 2019
Our 26th Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

PLEASE 
TAKE ONE

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin

Like us on Facebook

Celebrating
25 years of 
publishing

The View from My Seat

(Continued on Page 15)

Memories of an 
old fashioned 
Fourth of July

July 13

(Continued on Page 6)

(Continued on Page 2)

Fishin’ Fiesta
A special pull-out 
section inside to 
guide you at this 
fun-filled event in 

Freeport

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

(Continued on Page 19)

(Continued on Page 19)

A lucky man

Independence Celebration
Fourth of July events around Brazoria County

By B.A. Belthoff
The Bulletin

A display of fireworks is the 
traditional day’s grand finale 
commemorating the Fourth of 
July and our nation’s inde-
pendence. Filling the sky with 
brightly colored streaks of light 
and powerful booms is a nod 
to the words, “and the rockets 
red glare, the bombs burst-
ing in air” … from our national 
anthem, the Star-Spangled 
Banner, written in 1814 by 
Francis Scott Key. 

Interestingly, the amateur 
poet wrote the words to our 
anthem after seeing the U.S. 
flag raised over Fort McHenry 
in Baltimore, Maryland. The 
raising of the Stars and Stripes 
signified a critical victory after 

pendence Day and weekend 
within Brazoria County.

Enjoy the festivities remem-
bering all those who have gone 
before us, pledging their lives, 
fortunes and sacred honor in 
service to our country. Happy 
Fourth of July!

ALVIN 
Alvin-tx.gov/page/parks. 

home
Free
Alvin Parks and Recreation 

Department is celebrating the 
Fourth of July in Briscoe Park 
with the Alvin Community Band 
performing at 7:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a fireworks display.

LAKE JACKSON 
lakejackson.tx.gov
Admission is free, but there’s 

the British fired gunpowder 
rockets and cannonballs on the 
area for more than a day. As you 
can guess from the date, it wasn’t 
during the Revolutionary War, but 
rather, the War of 1812 – a war 
some consider a second war of 
independence.

The song was originally set 
to the tune of a popular English 
drinking song of the time. By 
1890, the song was used by the 
U.S. military during flag ceremo-
nies. It was recognized and used 
in 1916 by President Woodrow 
Wilson, but was officially made 
the national anthem by Congress 
in 1931, when Herbert Hoover 
was president.

We’ve compiled an alphabeti-
cal list of celebratory events and 
fireworks taking place this Inde-

Nearby Fourth of July celebrations, festivities
By B.A. Belthoff
The Bulletin

Nearby Fourth of July 
events are listed below. There 
is something for everyone to 
enjoy.

And with so many places 
setting off fireworks, the area’s 
sky should be a kaleidoscope 
of color.

        BAY CITY
In Matagorda County, Bay City 

celebrates 243 years of Freedom 
on July Fourth at Le Tulle Park. 
The Sparks in the Park celebra-
tion includes games for the kids 
and musical entertainment by KG 
Williams and Phineus Reb. The 
event starts at 5 p.m., so head 
out for a bite to eat from one of 

the many food trucks that will 
be available. The fireworks 
will be choreographed to 
music, starting at 9:30 p.m.

        BAYTOWN
www.baytown.org
Free
The City of Baytown has 

a free two-day tribute to 

By John Toth
The Bulletin

It feels good to be 25 in Bulletin 
years.

This issue starts our 26th year of 
publishing The Bulletin. It is such a 
very special occasion that I have to 
dedicate one more column to it. 

In the early 1990s, wife Sharon 
and I started looking at striking out 
on our own and deliberated which 
businesses we could handle. We 

were good at writing, selling and 
marketing. We knew how to promote 
a product. All we had to do is find 
one.

It found us.
Like a stray cat, it showed up on 

our doorstep, and we adopted it. We 
fed it with ads and stories that could 
not be found anywhere else, and we 
established a following. 

Some of the issues that we have 
retained from the early days look a 
little amateurish compared to today’s 
paper, but they got the job done.

The Bulletin was not a hobby 
or experiment. We had to make 

Ramblings

By Elizabeth Orendorff
The Bulletin

As I bite into the juicy flesh of 
watermelon before the Fourth of 
July, my thoughts transport me back 
to my childhood.

From the day school let out for 
the summer, I looked forward to 
July Fourth. The anticipation of the 
celebration made my mouth water 
and my nose tingle with the remem-
brance of the smells that would fill 
the air while my pulse raced with the 
excitement, and yes, some fear of 
what the day would bring.

My mother had funny ideas, being 
born and raised in South Louisiana. 
What we ate at what time of year 
happened to be one of them. As 
young children, Charles, my brother, 
and I never had a bite of watermelon 
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DRUGS!? ME? NO SIR!: A man who crashed his car in Devon, 
England, told police he had swerved to avoid an octopus. Officers said 
that they found no evidence of an octopus on the road, but they did find 
that he had consumed a prodigious amount of drugs, including morphine, 
codeine, cannabis, and a by-product of heroin. Once in custody, he 
pretended to be reading an imaginary book about hedgehogs.

A MAN OF HIS WORD: A man accused his roommate of stealing 
his belongings, and ordered him to move out of their Elk Grove., Calif, 
home. In response, the roomie threatened to set the house on fire. Then 
he went to his room, locked the door and set several propane cannisters 
ablaze. He jumped out the window before they exploded

THIS CASH REGISTER BELONG TO YOU?: A man, who bur-
glarized a beauty supply store in Pittsburgh and stole the cash register at 
3:30 in the morning, left a trail of coins leading directly to his house which 
the police hastened to follow.

AND NOT A MOMENT TOO SOON: A heavily intoxicated man 
careened his car across the lawn and into the parking lot of a church 
in Porter, Ind. The man, whose blood-alcohol level was three times the 
legal limit, told arresting officers that he was there to attend an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting.

AHH, SO REFRESHING! A woman, who hid in the trunk of her car 
after shoplifting $20 worth of goods from a store in Clayton, N.C., poured 
Mountain Dew all over herself  in an attempt to stay cool in the sweltering 
heat of the trunk.

WHO IS WATCHING THE STORE?: A man took so many items 
from the Walmart in Alpena, Mich., without paying that he needed three 
trips to steal all the goods. He walked off with three 50-65-inch TVs, a 
drone, an AT&T cellphone, a computer building kit, a flashlight, a Sch-
winn bicycle, a HP Pavilion Desktop computer, a PS4 racing wheel and a 
Western Digital 6TB hard drive.

YOU CALL THAT EVIDENCE!?: A woman drove her car into her 
ex-boyfriend and “a female acquaintance” as they walked along a street 
in Wilmington, N.C. She then posted a picture of herself sitting on her 
damaged vehicle, leading to her arrest.

enough money to live on it, raise 
three children, pay for health 
insurance and, in general, live a 
good-enough life to make the switch 
to independence worth it.

A politician who got a little mad in 
the early days about a story we ran 
asked me once what the Bulletin’s 
purpose was.

“What are you trying to do?” he 
asked. “We already have two daily 
papers in the area and a bunch of 
weeklies.”

True, we did. Not anymore, but 
back in those days, we did.

“We are doing something that 
they don’t do,” I replied.

One angry office-holder once 
threw all the papers we put out at 
the Brazoria County Courthouse in 

the trash. A county employee came 
along later and put them all back on 
the rack.

We didn’t care what the power-
ful thought of us. We wrote a lot of 
things they didn’t like.

 As far as I was concerned, they 
were one election from being unem-
ployed if they betrayed the people’s 
trust.

 I even commissioned a weekly 
cartoon to run against a politician. 
He lost to a Democrat. That was 
unheard of down here after 1994. 

After a few elections, we settled 
into a less hammering mode and 
changed the paper’s outlook. We 
had to. We started to hammer 
ourselves out of questionable politi-
cians as the county grew cleaner.

I am very proud of those early 

years, although few people still 
remember them. Some of the old- 
timers do, because they followed us 
weekly. And some of the politicians 
from those days still have a bad 
taste in their mouths because of 
what we wrote.

But we helped to facilitate a 
change in the county. And I am 
really proud of the fact that about 
as many Democratic political types 
disliked us as Republican ones. 
We didn’t care which party. We just 
wanted a clean government.

I support fiscal conservatism and 
an honest, efficient government, 
with a lot of transparency thrown in 
and people’s concerns addressed. It 
is that simple.

So, what were we trying to do 
in the early years? Exactly what 
we did. And we were very good at 
it. Readers loved it, and we were 
having a good time making a differ-
ence.

But all’s well that ends well, and 
we embarked at reinventing The 
Bulletin. We basically ran out of 
subject material, to say it nicely. So, 
we went in another direction.

A current county office-holder 
whom I also consider a friend 
remembers the early years and all 
the issues we jumped into.  At an 
Angleton Chamber function, we 
somehow got on the subject.

“You don’t come to our meetings 
anymore,” he remarked.

“When I show up, you know I’m 
there for a reason, and it’s not a 
good one,” I said. “As long as I stay 
away, we’re good.”

While we are a different paper 
now, the fact that the free press is 
still around acts as a deterrent. But 
to be a deterrent, the press has 
to be financially solvent, which is 
harder to do nowadays than when 
we started.

So all of you reading this, send 
me some money. (Just joking. Do 
not send money.)

Again, I have no reason to 
complain.

 I have had a good run with The 
Bulletin and did what very few 
people in my field can do – practice 
totally independent journalism.

I stuck my neck out when I had 
to, rolled the dice and never lost. 
I wrote what I wanted, and what 
needed to be written.

 I was a crusader when needed 
and an roundabout columnist  when 
all was going well. 

I am eternally thankful for our 
readers and advertisers who have 
been with us all these years. None 
of what we did for 25 great years 
could have been done without you.

Now we return you to our regu-
larly scheduled program, already in 
progress.

Time flies when you’re having fun: Bulletin crusades, informs, entertains for 25 years and counting
(Continued from Page 1)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

HUMAN POWER
Q. In the physical performance 

realm (biomechanics, etc), what 
do we humans do better than any 
other of the million+ known species?  
Gloaters welcome here!  

A. In sheer aerobic endurance, 
the human (trained) is hard to beat, 
says Indiana University kinesi-
ologist John S. Raglin.  Animals 
may easily outpace us, but if the 
“race” is stretched out for hours or 
days, most researchers agree that 
humans would win the gold. Upright 
humans are also extremely good at 
dissipating heat while animals trap it 
with all their hair, explains biologist 
and anthropologist James Carrier.  
“We are the best sweaters on the 
planet.” Hence we become endur-
ance walkers, bikers, marathoners.

Our easy bipedal locomotion 
serves another end, freeing our 
hands to do daily tasks even as 
we’re on the go. Our fine motor 
control and coordination permit us 
to thread a needle and perform a 
whole array of extraordinary artistic 
and building tasks, adds Purdue 
kinesiologist Michael G. Flynn.  
We humans are without equals in 
tracking and catching objects, says 
Georgia State University sports 
scientist L. Jerome Brandon. “How 

many animals could hit a baseball 
coming at 100 mph and send it 300 
feet in the air? How many could 
strike a golf ball 270 yards down a 
fairway?”

Behind this jack-of-all-tasks 
paramountcy sits our singular mind, 
driving us toward envisioned goals 
as we anticipate sweet success.

HOW HIGH WILL
BALLOONS FLY?

Q. From a reader in South Africa:  
“What happens if you let a helium 
balloon float up into the sky?  Will 
it a) reach outer space?  b) burst 
as the air thins?  (c) descend back 
to Earth after reaching a certain 
altitude?”

A. A kid’s birthday balloon might 
go up a mile or so before it starts to 
descend as the helium leaks out.  
Some research balloons have a 
strong outer shell that allows them 
to rise to a certain level and stay 
there, says University of Hawaii 
meteorologist Steven Businger.  
Others that are made of stretchy 
material like polyurethane will 
expand as they rise and eventu-
ally burst. Weather balloons - also 
known as radiosondes - and their 
payload of instruments descend by 
parachute after the balloons burst.  
Some larger ones stay in the strato-
sphere for long periods to collect 
data, with commercial applications 

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

like communications. “No balloon 
will escape the Earth’s atmosphere 
because they can’t reach escape 
velocity of approximately 25,000 
mph!”

BEST INVESTMENTS
Q. What are the absolute best 

and absolute worst “buys” out there 
in the global marketplace these 
days?

A. By far the best buys - in terms 
of bang per buck - are personal con-
tributions to organizations that aid 
the poor in the poorest countries, 
such as Project Hope, Save the 
Children, CARE, etc, says Stanford 
University economist Roger Noll. 
These have been best buys for a 
long while because doing a great 
deal of good for the poorest of the 
poor is very, very inexpensive. 
Sadly, the worst buys probably are 
in the area of cancer research; 
society spends so much on cancer 
research that diminishing returns 
have set in. Thirty-five years into the 
War on Cancer, the age-adjusted 
cancer death rate is down only 
slightly. Funding isn’t the issue now 
but figuring out how to spend the 
money.

In the area of consumer goods, 
best is just about anything involving 
microprocessors and digital memory 
devices; prices are going down or 
staying stable as performance rises 
dramatically. As for investments, 
concludes Noll, whereas some 
opportunities will turn out a few 
years from now to rival an invest-
ment in IBM in 1950 or Xerox in 
1970 or Microsoft in 1990, no one 
knows which these are. Bang per 
buck, yes, but only with a whole lot 
of luck.

Yo-yo which means “come come” 
in Tagalog. In 1928, it caught the 
attention of American entrepreneur 
Donald F. Duncan, who  trade-
marked name “yo-yo.” And the rest 
is history.



Page 4  THE BULLETIN    July 2, 2019      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

What if Austin courts Eliza, and there is no Mary Todd Lincoln?
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Did you know that Stephen F. 
Austin had a quirky historical con-
nection to the Civil War? 

Austin is fondly remembered as 
the Father of Texas and a gifted, 
disciplined, dedicated politician who 
sacrificed his personal life to bring 
life to Texas. 

But people forget that Austin was 
once young and given to the pranks, 
joys and foibles of youth. 

When just 15, Austin was sent to 
Transylvania University in Lexington, 
Kentucky, to achieve a higher edu-
cation (late 1808 or early 1809). 

Much of the documentation of 
his short time there was his course 
work. Other than that, not much of 
his time at Transylvania is recorded 
except correspondence with his 
male classmates. 

What did they write about? Girls. 
Typical teenagers, they gossiped 
about the girls they knew – and who 
liked whom. 

Due to a family financial crisis, 
Stephen did not finish his education 
and was pulled out of school early to 
help his father with the family busi-
ness. But Stephen kept in contact 
with one classmate, one Robert 
Todd. 

“One of Stephen’s classmates, 
Robert Todd, reported to Stephen 
about one ‘Eliza P’ ‘the little girl 
you are so fond of.” According to 
“Stephen F. Austin: Empresario of 
Texas,” by Gregg Cantrell, Stephen 
instructed another classmate, Isaac 
Baker, that Baker’s letters should 
‘begin and finish’ with news of 
Eliza’.” 

Austin was quite taken with young 
Eliza Parker (the Eliza in the letters), 
but when Stephen was called home, 
it left Robert Todd an open field to 
court Eliza. 

As a result, Robert Todd and Eliza 
Parker wed in 1812. Together, they 
had seven children. The fourth child 
of this union was named Mary … 

Mary Todd, who met and married 
a lawyer from Illinois. She then 
became known to the world as Mary 
Todd Lincoln.

It begs you to wonder – What 
if Stephen F. Austin hadn’t been 
called home to help with the family 
business?

 Would there have been a Mary 
Todd? And if there were no Mary 
Todd – would Lincoln have run for 
president? And if there were no 
President Lincoln, would there even 
had been a Civil War? What if … ?

(Jan wants to hear from you. Write 
her in care of The Bulletin. Email: 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. Snail mail: 
The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton 
TX, 77516.)

Memories are made of this

Mary Todd Lincoln, 
daughter of Eliza and 

Robert Todd. Eliza was 
courted by Stephen F. 

Austin before he left 
Transylvania University 

to help support his 
family. But what if 

he had stayed 
and wound up 

marrying Eliza? 
How would that 

have changed 
future events, 

like the Civil 
War?
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How to enjoy outdoor activities in Texas’ blistering heat
AUSTIN— Last year, Texas’ tem-

peratures soared to record highs, 
and staff at more than 40 Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department sites 
handled 134 incidents relating to 
heat-related illnesses in humans 
and pets. 

TPWD experts are sharing their 
top six heat hacks for staying safe 
in the outdoors during the blistering 
Texas heat.

Here are the top six heat hacks 
recommended for park visitors:

Hydrate - It’s important to drink 
at least 16 ounces of water every 
hour in the heat to replenish your 
body and prevent dehydration. Don’t 

forget to bring enough for your four-
legged family members too.

Block the Rays - Apply a 
generous amount of sunscreen or 
sunblock before heading outdoors. 
Be sure to reapply every couple of 
hours and after swimming or sweat-
ing. 

Dress Smart - Wear light, 
loose-fitting, breathable clothing; a 
hat, correct shoes, sunscreen and 
wet bandanas to keep you cool 
while in the sun. For pets, protect 
paws against blistering by hitting 
the trails during cooler times of the 
day when the ground isn’t hot or by 
putting booties on pets to help shield 
paws from the hot ground. Touch the 
pavement or ground with the back of 
your hand. If you cannot hold it there 
for five seconds, the surface is too 
hot for your dog’s paws. 

Stay Salty - Food helps keep 
up energy and replace salt lost from 
sweating. Eating snacks such as 
jerky, granola, trail mix, tuna and 
dried fruit is a fantastic way to nour-
ish your body while on the trails.

Buddy System - Two brains 
are better than one. It’s beneficial to 

have someone with you in hot condi-
tions so you can look after each 
other on the trail. With high tem-
peratures hitting Texas, heat-related 
illnesses are common and having a 
friend around to help recognize the 
early symptoms can save you from 
getting sick.

Plan Ahead - Study the map 
and have it with you. Average hikers 
move at 2 miles per hour, so allow 
yourself plenty of time to avoid hiking 
in the heat of the day. Make sure 
to rest in a cool or shaded area to 
recover from the heat if necessary. 
It is also a good idea to let someone 
know your plan before you hit the 
trails and what time you should be 
back. That way, if you become lost, 
people know where to look.

Parks are a great place to explore 
during the summer, and there are 
things happening weekly at the more 
than 90 Texas State Parks. 

For a full calendar of state park 
events, visit the Texas State Parks 
calendar page on the TPWD web-
site.

Find a park in your area at http:
//texasstateparks.org.
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a fee for some events, and registra-
tion may be required.

Lake Jackson has day-long 
events planned for July 4, begin-
ning with the 45th Annual Dow 
Firecracker 4. Participants can sign 
up for a 4-mile run or a 2-mile walk 
in Dunbar Park. The race starts at 
7:30 a.m. and has an entry fee of 

$25. The BASF Kids Run is free of 
charge to children under 12. Be sure 
to register online at: thedriven.net 

Bring your kayak or canoe to join 
the fun in the Rubber Duck Regatta. 
Set sail on Oyster Creek and be the 
first team to capture and return with 
eight different rubber ducks to win a 
prize. Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
by the park’s kayak launch. The 

race starts at 10:30 a.m. There is 
a limited number of kayaks avail-
able, so teams of one or two people 
should consider bringing their own 
kayak or canoe, along with life 
jackets and paddles. The free event 
requires registration. Pre-register 
at the Recreation Center or at the 
event from 9-10 a.m.

Spend the afternoon from 
1-6 p.m. swimming for free at the 
Madge Griffith Park Outdoor Pool. 
The next free swim day is Labor 
Day.

Bring the family to the Civic 
Center Plaza, which will have fun 
activities for the kids, waterslides 
and live music, featuring Cole 
Degges from 7-9 p.m. 

Top off the day with the area’s 

Fourth of July festivities planned around Brazoria County
(Continued from Page 1)

largest display of fireworks, start-
ing at approximately 9-9:30 p.m. 
Fireworks are visible from the Civic 
Center and the Brazos Mall park-
ing lot. Be advised that FM 2004 
between Lake Road and State 
Highway 288 feeder will be closed 
during the display.

WEST COLUMBIA
www.westcolumbiatx.org
Free
 A Backyard Fireworks display 

will be set to music in First Capitol 
Park on July 4. Bring lawn chairs 
and snacks. Fireworks will be set off 
when the sky is dark. Cool off before 
the fireworks at the city pool, which 
is open from 7-9 p.m. Admission is 
just $1. 

PEARLAND
www.pearlandtx.gov
Free
Pearland’s Celebration of Free-

dom begins with a military salute 
followed by the National Anthem 
on the H-E-B Entertainment Stage 
and takes place on Thursday, 
July 4, from 6-10 p.m. at Indepen-
dence Park to celebrate the park’s 
re-opening. The Slags and The 
Voice finalist Jake Worthington will 
be performing. There’ll be plenty 
of family fun with a Whataburger 
kids’ zone.  At sundown, enjoy the 
fireworks display provided by VCA 
Westside Animal Hospital. Parking 
is free. Please see the city website 
for more information. 

Brazoria Lions plan  
‘Celebrate America’
The Brazoria Lions Club has 

taken over the reins of Dale 
Frankum’s Celebrate America for the 
2019 event, which will be held July 
6, at Barrow Elementary’s grounds 
at 112 Gaines St., Brazoria. 

The event starts at 5 p.m. and 
culminates at 9 p.m. with Brazoria 
County’s largest fireworks show, 
drawing people from miles around.

Celebrate America will continue 
to be offered to the public for no 
charge. There will, however, be a 
charge for items purchased at food 
booths and other vendors as well 
as for the inflatables and rides ($5 
wristband).  

 Live music will be performed by 
the First Baptist Church of Brazoria, 
Ronnie Coleman, Heath Spen-
cer, and Wade Strothers and the  
Renegades. Parking for Celebrate 
America will be along Hwy. 36, in  
parking lots of businesses closed for 
the evening, and limited parking at 
Barrow Elementary’ s parking lot. 

The Brazoria Lions Club has 
worked with 20-plus sponsors to 
help defray the cost so that the 
event can continue. Donations of 
any amount are being accepted and 
will be going directly to the celebra-
tion. These may be sent c/o The 
Brazoria Lions Club, P.O. Box 1145, 
Brazoria, Texas 77422. For more  
information, or to help sponsor and  
donate to the show, contact Gary 
Kersh at (979) 236-0499 or David 
Jordan at (979)824-0455.  
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Message from Fishin’ Fiesta chairperson Ann Johnston

The Freeport Lion’s Foundation 
invites everyone to the 72th Annual 
Fishin’ Fiesta.

Red snapper is still on the board. 
Shark is off the board. For Amber 
Jack, please check with the tourna-
ment weight station.

The fishing tournament begins 
at 12:01 a.m. on Wednesday, July 
3, and ends Sunday, July 7, at 3 

p.m. Check the Leader Board for 
updated entries.

The grand prize will be $72,000 
in the Adults Inshore & Offshore 
divisions. The Anual Fishin’ Fiesta 
is the largest fundraiser hosted by 
the Freeport Host Lions. With these 
proceeds we are able to give back 
to many local organizations and 
communities.

The entertainment lineup is as 
follows:

Friday night: Crissy and the 
Cleffs, followed by Colby Swift (from 
American Idol) and Whisky Daniels 
Band.

Saturday night: Eighty Plus, 
followed by Grupe Vizion, fireworks 
and Art Tigerina.

Other events include the Queen’s 
Contest, Jr. Hamburger Cook-off, 
Kid Fish, Lil’ Mr. and Ms. Contest, 
Washer Tournament and Cornhole 

Tournament. The carnival and 
vendors will be open throughout the 
Fishin’ Fiesta, closing at midnight 
Friday and Saturday.

The VIP Dinner will be held on 
Wednesday, July 3, at 7 p.m.

I would like to take the opportu-
nity to thank all of our sponsors and 
you, the participants, who make our 
charity work possible, and a huge 
thank you to the City of Freeport 
and the Freeport Parks Department.

And, last but not least, a big thank 
you to the many Freeport Host Lions 
Club members for their dedication 
and hard work in putting this event 
together.

Good luck!
Ann Johnston
2019 Fishin’ Fiesta Chairperson
(For more information, contact us 

at info@fishinfiesta.com, or (979) 
233-1047.)
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Freeport Lions include fun for kids at Fishin’ Fiesta

There’s activities planned just for 
kids at Fishin’ Fiesta. 

The Hamburger Cook-Off is a 
cooking contest designed for kids. It 
will be Satuday, July 6, at noon - just 
in time for lunch.

The first-place winner will receive 
a stainless steel barbecue tool set 
and a limousine ride to Chuck E. 
Cheese for a family dinner.

After lunch, young people ages 7 
to 18 can enjoy some  watermelon 
at the Watermelon Eating Contest 
at 3 p.m. Contestants are urged 
to bring some clean clothes and 
something to clean up with - things 
could get a little messy.

After cleaning up, the younger 
contestants may want to enter 
or watch their siblings or friends 

participate in the Lil’ Mr. and Miss 
Contest at 3:30 p.m.

 The carnival offers fun in the 
afternoon and some good entertain-
ment into the night.

Kid Fish is on Saturday, starting 
at 9 a.m. Bring your rod and reel 
and a parent. Bait will be provided. 
Winners in each group will win a 
trophy and a rod and reel.

The Hamburger Cook-Off is one of the popular activities for kids.
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Washer, cornhole tournaments 
Washer and cornhole tourna-

ments offer a fun way to get some  
exercise and enjoy the outdoors. 
The 72nd Annual Fishin’ Fiesta 
offers both.

The washer tourney will be on 
Saturday, July 6, starting at 10 a.m.

There is a $30 registration fee 
at Freeport Municipal Park, but the 
money may be won back on a 50/50 

split - by the first, second and third 
place winners. 

Or, if you prefer, there is a Corn-
hole Tournament, which starts at 3 
p.m. Contestants can enter either 
competition up to 10 minutes before 
the starting times, and winners split 
50 percent of the entry fee pay-
ments, which are also $30 per team.

Good luck!

FREEPORT HOST LIONS 2019 FISHIN’ FIESTA
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Fishin’ Fiesta has something for everyone, even if you don’t fish
By B.A. Belthoff
The Bulletin

The 72nd Annual Fishin’ Fiesta is 
sure to lure many residents of Bra-
zoria County to this Independence 
Day celebration in Freeport. 

Sponsored by the Freeport Host 
Lions Club, the multi-day event 
offers a carnival, numerous tourna-
ments and competitions, including 
the largest fishing tournament on 
the Gulf, which begins on Wednes-
day, July 3, and continues through 
Sunday, July 7. 

Past winners have hooked 
everything from a flounder to a 
Wahoo, even a shark! Prizes are 
awarded for both offshore and 
inshore categories. Get hooked up 
by registering for the tournament at 
fishinfiesta.com. 

Entry fees range from $25 for a 
juvenile entering the Inshore tourney 

up to $165 for a family combination 
entry. 

In addition to the fishing tour-
nament, event-goers can enjoy 
carnival rides, arts and crafts, 
multiple kinds of tournaments and 
live entertainment with the Fishin’ 
Fiesta Concert Series on Friday and 
Saturday nights. 

The concert series starts off on 
Friday with “Crissy & The Clefs” 
from 6-8 p.m., followed by “Colby 
Swift” from 8:30-10 p.m. “Whiskey 
Daniels” concludes the evening 
from 10:30-midnight. 

The concerts on Saturday feature 
“Eighty Plus” from 6:30-8 p.m. 
followed by “Grupo Vizion” from 8:
30-10 p.m. “Art Tigerina Band” will 
close the evening from 10:30-mid-
night. 

It wouldn’t be a Texas-style 
celebration without a BBQ cook-off.  

The Fishin’ Fiesta BBQ cook-off is 
an International Bar-B-Que Cookers 
Association (IBCA) sanctioned 
event. 

In addition to the $5,000 in prize 
money, trophies and rods & reels 
are also awarded for top place-
ments depending on the category. 
Categories include Steak, Chicken, 
Ribs, and Brisket. 

If you think you’ve got what it 
takes, register at fishinfiesta.com. 
The entry fee is $150 per team. 
Good luck to all the master chefs 

out there. 
If you’re looking for some lighter 

competition, try your hand at the 
Washer Tournament or the Cornhole 
Tournament. The Washer Tourney 
starts at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 
6. Cornhole takes place from 3 p.m. 
until closing. Registration fees for 
two-person teams for each of these 
tournaments are $30. 

Register at the Freeport Visitor 
Center or online. Registration is 
open until 10 minutes before the 
tournaments begin.

Check out this Bulletin section 
and the Fishin’ Fiesta website 

at fishinfiesta.com for additional 
competitions, including watermelon 
eating and hamburger cooking 
contests.

Enjoy Freeport’s 20-minute 
fireworks display on Saturday, July 
6, beginning at 9 p.m. This year’s 
sponsors are: Roy & Peggy Yates, 
Danny & Joetta Yates, Freeport 
Welding & Fabricating Inc., Rick 
& Sally Crowell, Top Coat, Inc., 
Brazos Fasteners, Mejia Industrial 
Supply Co., First State Bank of 
Clute, Calvin Shiflet, Drew Ryder 
and Sorrell Construction Equipment 
& Materials.

Catches from years past

FREEPORT HOST LIONS 2019 FISHIN’ FIESTA
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Parenting problems are not mental illness
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Our friends have two 
teenagers with severe behavioral 
problems and claim that it is due 
to mental illness, but neither child 
has been diagnosed with any par-
ticular disorder. Having been close 
with this family through the years, 
the problem to me seems simple 
– the parents don’t discipline them 
and let them have their own way. 
Doesn’t this seem dangerous that 
their children will never be able 
to appropriately assimilate into 
society? - C.N.

A: Mental illness is a general 
term used to cover a wide range 
of psycho-neurological disorders. 
There are those who are truly ill, 
suffering some type of malfunction 
due to a brain injury, an inherited 
illness, or a glandular or chemical 
imbalance. Such cases should 
be referred to appropriate trained 
professionals.

However, many behaviors often 
classified as mental illness are 

simply the result of unresolved 
sinful attitudes or conduct. Those 
affected may display the symptoms 
of illness, but many times these 
symptoms are spiritual. In the case 
of children, it is the parents’ duty 
to bring a child up in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 
6:4). In the case of non-Christian 
moms and dads, we need to pray 
that God will open their hearts to 
His truth. This is where trusted 
family members, a local church 
and godly neighbors and friends 
can help.

There are always sensitivities 
in this area because most parents 
believe their children to be “good” 
while they are young and are often 
shocked to find rebellious attitudes 
when they are older. Prayer is 
the key to relationships. When 
problems present themselves, 
immediately take them to the Lord 
in prayer with thanksgiving that 
we might have the opportunity 
to impart the Word of God as a 
help and encouragement to those 
around us.

celebrate independence, starting on 
July 3 with live entertainment by the 
1970s group, “The Village People,” 
(“YMCA” etc.) and “Bag of Donuts.” 
On July 4, enjoy live performances 
from R.L. Bell, Joe Diffie, and Tracy 
Byrd. Head out to Baytown’s Bicen-
tennial Park for food, rides, games, 
and vendors 4-10 p.m.

        FRIENDSWOOD
ci.friendswood.tx.us/july4th

Fourth of July events, celebrations close to Brazoria County
Free
The 124th July 4 celebration in 

Friendswood takes place on July 
4. The celebration begins with the 
Grand Parade at 10 a.m. 

The procession starts at the 
corner of Heritage and Friend-
swood Drive and ends up at 
Stevenson Park. There are day 
and evening festivities at the 
park, including rides, games, food 
and entertainment. Purchase a 

wristband to gain unlimited access 
to all rides from the Parks and Rec-
reation office at City Hall or on the 
day of the event. 

Topping off the day will be 
a grand fireworks display at 9:
20 p.m. Please note there is 
no parking at Centennial Park. 
Instead, park at Friendswood High 
School and Friendswood United 
Methodist Church with free shuttle 
buses  to Centennial Park. They 
start running at 6:30 p.m. Check 
ci.friendswood.tx.us/july4th for road 
closures and more information.

        GALVESTON
Galveston.com and 

galvestonparades.com
Free
This year marks Galveston 

Island’s 180th celebration of 
Independence Day with its annual 
Galveston Marine Corps League 
Fourth of July parade. The proces-
sion of floats, decorated military 
vehicles and performers begins at 
7 p.m. and will head down Seawall 
Boulevard from 59th Street to 25th 
St. A dazzling 20-minute fireworks 
show will be launched from the 
beach after the parade. The show, 
which can also be viewed from the 
water, begins around 9:15 p.m. In 
case of inclement weather, a rain 
date of July 5 has been planned.

         HOUSTON
www.houstontx.gov/july4/
$8-$10 admission fee
For those wishing to celebrate 

in the nation’s fourth largest city, 
“Freedom Over Texas” takes place 
on July 4. It will feature live music 
by headliner Jake Owen with spe-
cial guest Kellie Pickler. 

The entertainment starts at 
4 p.m. in Eleanor Tinsley Park, 
located at 18-3600 Allen Parkway, 
Houston. Concluding the evening 
is a fireworks display over Buffalo 
Bayou.

              KEMAH
The Kemah boardwalk has a 

fireworks show over Galveston 
Bay every Friday evening in July 
beginning at 9:30 p.m. This Fourth 
of July Celebration includes live 
music and a patriotic fireworks 
show over Galveston Bay at 9:30 
p.m. Also note that parking in the 
lots closest to the Boardwalk and 
the parking garage cost $9, but 
parking in the Shuttle Boat parking 
lots near 6th and Texas Ave are 
free.

(Continued from Page 1)
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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ods that may have worked for you 
in the past may now be outdated, 
so you’ll need to adapt. Find ways 
to tap into the pulse of cutting-edge 
ideas and technology during this 
week. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
can’t put a label on everything. 
Making snap judgments about 
people may be close to the mark 
sometimes, but you’re still missing 
out on a lot unless you get to really 
know them. Keep an open mind.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): What 
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger. 
There may be some positives to 
gain from an unpleasant situation, 
which could help you in the future 
- rest, there will be a silver lining. 
Accept things as they are. So, be 
stronger, because the alternative is 
worse.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Life is ever-evolving. You may 
need to understand that something 
you thought would last forever is 
gradually changing over time. Don’t 
fear the unknown this week but, 
instead, adapt to what is beyond 
your control.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Put 
your taste to the test. Be selective 
when making decisions as you 
could live with your choice for some 
time to come. Use utmost tact in the 
upcoming week if you have to point 
out necessary changes to someone.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): It 
may be easier to go around obsta-
cles rather than over them. If your 
current methods are yielding little 
progress, you could try something 
new this week. Don’t make assump-
tions until you know the facts.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Gravitate toward your strengths. 
Trying to use a skill set that you are 
not familiar with could lead nowhere 
in the upcoming week, so stick 
to your personal areas of exper-
tise. Willpower can’t work instant 
miracles - give it time.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Reports of the sky falling may be 
greatly exaggerated. Make sure that 
the info you are receiving is based 
upon facts and not mere specula-
tion. Your ideas may be welcomed 
at the workplace in the week ahead. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Goal-
posts tend to shift over time. Meth-

Jumbles: ODDLY  MUNCH  UNFAIR  HOLLOW
Answer: Cities might one day be built on the lunar surface, which could result in a - FULL MOON

21): Doubt erodes confidence 
- resolving that you will succeed will 
boost your optimism. You can ques-
tion methods and techniques but 
never question your right to shine. 
Conflicts could arise with those who 
hold differing beliefs. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 
19): Say what you mean; you can 
be clear and still be kind. Trying to 
remain noncommittal could create 
unnecessary confusion. Stand by 
your convictions but avoid confron-
tations or conflicts in the upcoming 
week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): 
Weigh the pros and cons. In the 
week ahead, take your time when 
pressed to make a difficult decision; 
the right answer may require careful 
deliberation. As the uncertainty 
clears, you’ll clearly know what to 
do.

PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): One 
thing at a time - one breath at a 
time. Don’t let a wave of adversity 
overwhelm you; deal with each 
situation as it arises and try to keep 
your emotions level. Changes in 
plans in the week ahead shouldn’t 
derail your objectives.

  History of the World On This Day
 JULY 2

1776 - Richard Henry Lee’s 
resolution that the American 
colonies “are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent States” 
was adopted by the Continental 
Congress. 

1850 - Benjamin Lane patented a 
gas mask with a breathing appara-
tus. (Patent US7476 A) 

1857 - New York City’s first 
elevated railroad officially opened 
for business. 

JULY 3
1775 - U.S. Gen. George Wash-

ington took command of the Conti-
nental Army at Cambridge, MA. 

1863 - The U.S. Civil War Battle 
of Gettysburg, PA, ended after 
three days. It was a major victory 
for the North as Confederate troops 
retreated. 

JULY 4
1776 - The amended Declara-

tion of Independence, prepared by 
Thomas Jefferson, was approved 
and signed by John Hancock, the 

President of the Continental Con-
gress in America. 

1802 - The U.S. Military Academy 
officially opened at West Point, NY. 

1845 - American writer Henry 
David Thoreau began his two-
year experiment in simple living at 
Walden Pond, near Concord, MA. 

JULY 5
1832 - The German government 

began curtailing freedom of the 
press after German Democrats 
advocate a revolt against Austrian 
rule. 

1863 - U.S. Federal troops occu-
pied Vicksburg, MS, and distributed 
supplies to the citizens. 

1943 - The battle of Kursk began 
as German tanks attack the Soviet 
salient. It was the largest tank 
battle in history. 

JULY 6
1858 - Lyman Blake patented the 

shoe manufacturing machine. 
1885 - Louis Pasteur success-

fully tested his anti-rabies vaccine. 
The child used in the test later 

became the director of the Pasteur 
Institute. 

JULY 7
1754 - Kings College opened 

in New York City. It was renamed 
Columbia College 30 years later. 

1920 - A device known as the 
radio compass was used for the 
first time on a U.S. Navy airplane 
near Norfolk, VA. 

1949 - “Dragnet” was first heard 
on NBC radio. 

JULY 8
1099 - Christian soldiers on 

the First Crusade march around 
Jerusalem. 

1693 - Uniforms for police in 
New York City were authorized. 

1755 - Britain broke off diplo-
matic relations with France as their 
disputes in the New World intensi-
fied. 

1776 - Col. John Nixon gave 
the first public reading of the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence to a 
crowd at Independence Square in 
Philadelphia. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Full of beans
6 “I don’t need __”: regular patron’s 
comment
11 Sellout letters
14 Apple app mostly replaced by 
Messages
15 Connoisseur
16 Recyclable item
17 OREO
19 TSA requests

20 Aria, usually
21 Suffix with social
22 Bovine icon
24 ORE
28 Creme brulee topping
31 Defensive comeback
32 Little pill
33 When workers may be dressed 
down?: Abbr.
34 Terminal conveyance
37 Nicki Minaj genre

38 OR
42 Langley org.
43 City on the Rh(tm)ne
45 Apartment bldg. info
46 Medina native
48 Offer a contrary opinion
50 Reduced to pure metal
52 O
55 Saint __: Caribbean island
56 Card game using the entire deck
57 Goof reaction
61 Mont. neighbor
62 Muppet’s explanation of the four 
all-caps clues
66 Title for Anthony Hopkins
67 Serviceable
68 Pointless
69 “The Splendid Splinter” Williams
70 Having glass sections
71 Hen, for one

DOWN
1 Short shots?
2 Off-the-wall answer?
3 Dad of Haley, Alex and Luke on 
“Modern Family”
4 California observatory site
5 Annual rpt. column
6 Dutch beer brand
7 Like lions, but not tigers
8 Actress Longoria
9 Japanese tech company
10 Broken, as promises
11 Hair salon technique
12 Two of three sides of a typical 
pie slice
13 First stage
18 __ wave
23 Crook’s haul
25 Little devils
26 Take a chance
27 Mideast dignitary
28 PC key
29 Like the visiting team
30 Course record?
33 NFL scores
35 Guy Friday, for one
36 Servant for the inn crowd
39 E pluribus __
40 Spoils
41 1914 battle river
44 Radar O’Reilly’s pop brand
47 City with a Penn State campus
49 Admit to the Enterprise, in a way
50 Pronounced
51 Singer Anthony
52 Top-tier invitees
53 Show that shows too much?
54 Marshy lowland
58 Acceptable
59 Fragrant wood
60 Reader of tea leaves
63 It may be delayed by rain: Abbr.
64 German article
65 Black gold
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
CARBON  COBALT  COPPER  SILVER  SODIUM  IODINE  HELIUM
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until July Fourth. Mother said that if 
we had one before then that we’d 
be poisoned and blow up and die.

Every year when warm weather 
arrived, I begged and whined for 
watermelon, but got the same 
answer, “No.” Never one to give up, 
I questioned how a little watermelon 
could hurt us. I can still see Mother 
arch her brows, causing deep frown 
lines between her eyes, firm her 
mouth and say in her no-nonsense 
voice, “Elizabeth Jane, they aren’t 
ripe until then.” Her hazel eyes 
would pierce me, and I knew I 
should leave the room right then, 
instead of later.

Now, had I been grown and 
smarter, I’d known any old water-
melon we ate on Fourth of July was 
surely picked before then. We didn’t 
grow them in the garden, so they 
had to be shipped from somewhere 
other than Monroe, Louisiana.

I counted the days until the big 
celebration the city held in the park 
each year. My brother and I always 
went to take part in all the fun and 
ate until our stomachs felt like they 
were going to burst. To this day, I 
get butterflies in my stomach when 
I recall the festive scene with so 
many people dressed in red, white 
and blue striped clothes and men on 
tom-walkers dressed in Uncle Sam 
costumes.

What a sight they created. If 
lucky, I’d get some of the cotton 
candy they handed out. Balloons 
would be flying in the air and 
occasionally were let loose to hover 
upward. The picnic tables stood 
decorated and loaded with food.

I liked to walk through to inspect 
the platters of food and see and 
smell the meat cooking on the grills. 
Then I decided what tables I wanted 
to visit for the best eats. The humid 
air hung thick with the smell of 
cooking meats, burgers, hot dogs 
and ribs. 

We’d join in the games and get 
skinned and dirtied knees and 
sometimes a tear or two in our shirts 
or shorts. Some boy always pulled 
the ribbons off my pigtails. Once I 
wound up with a bloodied nose, but 
I didn’t have time for it to hurt.

I never did do well in horseshoes, 
but my brother almost always was 
the champion. I would look around 
to be sure where Charles was 
playing before I’d bob for apples 

because he would dunk me in the 
water.

Usually, hunger would overtake 
me before the call to “come and get 
it,” so I’d head to the swings until 
time to eat. I’d go so high my feet 
would touch the sky – it’s a wonder 
I didn’t turn plumb over the rail on 
top.

The horn blew, signaling it was 
time to eat, and I’d run hard as I 
could to get in line. Once I filled my 
plate to overflowing and grabbed 
my slice of watermelon – no fork, 
spoon or knife – I lifted that slice up 
and dug in with my mouth, the sticky 
juice running down my chin, onto 
my neck and shirt. MMMM, it never 
failed to be delicious. 

After eating until I could eat 
no more, I’d saunter back to the 
games. But, by then, my heart 
started racing in anticipation of the 
coming attraction. As the time grew 
near to dusk, I got antsy and had a 
knot of fear in my throat. Impatience 
for the fireworks to begin made me 
hop from one foot to another. 

All of us kids got firecrackers and 
cherry bombs. We’d light them and 
run back to see them explode. The 
firecrackers danced off the ground, 
shooting sparks and smoke . 

But the real show began with 
the wonderful display the city set 
off, filling the sky with bright colors 
and sparkles raining down. I’d try to 
catch some as they fell, but never 
did. The air filled with that funny 
smell that I now know came from 
gunpowder. It sure burned inside my 
nose. Each time there came a loud 
BOOM, my heart raced.

The beauty of the explosions 
made it worth it every minute I had 
to wait. I just didn’t understand how 
they set off so many fireworks and 
didn’t get burned. I never forgot the 
year I sneaked a Roman Candle, 
fired it, and it burned my hand. 
Mother had to take me to the emer-
gency room.

When the party ended, and 
Charles and I left for home, we 
looked like hobos, two ragged and 
dirty kids. But boy, did we have fun!

Today, I still enjoy watermelon 
anytime I can get some. So far, I 
haven’t been poisoned or swelled 
up and died.

(Send comments by email to 
editor at john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Or send regular mail to The Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516) 

How we used to celebrate the Fourth
(Continued from Page 1)

mine, she has stood beside me.  I 
could write a book about the chal-
lenges she has helped me overcome 
and the sacrifices she has made … 
but I only have a column.

Our nightmare began with us 
living in a two-story house in Clear 
Lake.  You couldn’t find a worse 
house in which to be disabled.  But 
who buys a house thinking they are 
going to be stricken with an out-of-
nowhere disease?

The house had no bedrooms 
downstairs. With Kelly’s help, I would 
get my 6’5” frame up and down 
stairs by sliding on my backside.  
After a while, it just became easier 
to rent a hospital bed and stay in a 
room downstairs. 

The house had no wheelchair-
accessible bathroom downstairs.  
Kelly set up a portable commode 
in the sun room. That was not fun 
for either of us. For a shower, Kelly 
would wheel me into the backyard 
and turn on the hose. 

She also had to put up with my 
anger and frustration as I learned to 
dress myself. More than once, shoes 

went flying across the room as I 
struggled to put them on.  

I also couldn’t drive at first. She 
would transport me from doctor to 
doctor, from test to test and from 
therapist to therapist.  At each stop, 
she had to take the wheelchair apart 
and put it back together and help me 
transfer in and out of the passenger 
seat.  

I was admitted to TIRR Memo-
rial Hermann for a five-week stay.   
There the worst was confirmed:  I 
would probably never walk again.  
To make matters worse, Kelly’s 
father passed away while I was in 
the hospital. She managed things on 
the homefront and visited me in the 
hospital, all while grieving over the 
death of her dad.

I was independent enough to 
return to work after leaving TIRR.  
For several weeks, Kelly drove me 
downtown and picked me up. She 
did that until I had enough confi-
dence to drive myself in a van that 
had hand controls and a ramp for 
the wheelchair. Of course, Kelly had 
done all the work finding the van.

When fall arrived, we knew we 

had to get out of the Clear Lake 
house.  It was getting too cold to 
shower outside.   

Kelly not only found us a new 
house in Pearland but dealt with the 
movers and worked with a contrac-
tor to make it wheelchair friendly.  
Carpet was replaced with tile. Front 
steps were replaced with a ramp.  A 
bench for sitting was added to the 
shower. 

Although I am more independent 
today, our lives will never be normal.  
Kelly has to carry more weight in 
the household since I have difficulty 
performing even simple tasks, such 
as taking out the trash, carrying in 
groceries, cleaning the cat litter or 
reaching the top shelf.  And there 
are activities we used to enjoy that 
are no longer possible. 

One relatively new task is that 
Kelly, a former space program tech 
writer, edits this column before I 
submit it. So I know she will read the 
following: Kelly, I love you. You are 
truly a special lady. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie at 
williamsonernie@gmail.com) 

Wheelchair conquered – with help from my best friend
(Continued from Page 1)

Jack Taylor appointed new Port Freeport Rail District rep
Jack Taylor, Jones Creek resident, 

has been appointed by the Port 
Freeport Commission to serve on 
the Brazoria-Fort Bend Rail District 
(BFBRD) Board.  

The Rail District is managed by 
a six-member board comprised of 
two representatives from each of the 
appointing organizations: Brazoria 
County, Fort Bend County, and Port 
Freeport. 

The BFBRD was established in 
January 2015 to create, finance, 
maintain and operate a proposed 
freight rail connector between Free-
port and Rosenberg. Brian Devine 
and the newly appointed Jack Taylor 
represent Port Freeport.

“I look forward to being engaged 
in the progress of the Rail District as 
a member of the board,” said Jack 
Taylor. “I am honored to have this 
distinctive opportunity to serve the 
county and community of which I am 
a lifelong resident and will do so to 
the best of my ability.”

Mr. Taylor, a Freeport native, 
owned and operated Allstate Insur-
ance in Brazoria County for 40 
years and is active in the community 

in numerous capacities.  He has 
served on the Brazoria and Jones 
Creek City Councils and was a 
founding member of the Brazoria 
County West Brazos Drainage Dis-
trict serving two terms. He served 12 
years as a Director of the Brazoria 
County Parks Department, being 
President of that Board for 6 years. 
He currently sits on the Board of the 
Brazoria County Mosquito Control 
District. Jack was also recognized 
by Texas County Agricultural Agents 

Association District 9 as Man of the 
Year in Texas Agriculture in 2016. 

“The Port Commission is pleased 
that Mr. Taylor accepted the position 
to serve as a director on the board 
for the Brazoria-Fort Bend Rail Dis-
trict on behalf of Port Freeport,” said 
Port Freeport Commission Chair-
man, Shane Pirtle. “His business 
background and various leadership 
roles in the community make him a 
strong addition to the Rail District 
board.” 
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