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Great Britain got a rude sur-
prise. It  voted to exit the Euro-
pean Union, being referred to in 
the news as Brexit.

Brexit by itself is a dumb nick-
name for the move - the British 
exit. Whoever came up with this 
nickname had to be drinking a few 
pints too many.  A better slogan 

would have 
been: “Let’s 
Leave And 
Ask Questions 
Later.”

So, the Brits 
voted by 52 
percent to get 
out of the EU, 
which will have 

fairly minimal long-term effects 
on you and I. The good news is 
that the dollar is gaining and that 
European vacations and imported 
products from the EU will now be 
a little cheaper. 

Nevertheless, it is worth noting 
a few differences this vote has 
highlighted between their way of 
campaigning and ours.

The worst of it for us is over 
when the stock market recovers. 
Thanks, Brits. My 401K has to pay 
for your ignorance. But that’s O.K. 
There had to be some reprisal 
sooner or later for the butt-kicking 
in 1776. 

I know, it was unintentional. 
Nothing personal. We’ll chalk it up 
to how out of touch and gullible 
the average Joe is over there, 
despite that fancy accent and stiff 
upper lip.

You have lost the right to brag 
about how your elections are brief 
and to the point. In this case, the 
majority of you prim and proper 
gentlemen and ladies showed the 
world that you really don’t know 
what the heck is going on.

RAMBLINGS

By Cary Darling
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

Angry aliens bring death from 
above back to Earth this summer 
with the recent opening of “Inde-
pendence Day: Resurgence,” 
almost 20 years to the day after 
the original “Independence Day” 
invaded multiplexes. While the 
original “Independence Day” may 
have upped the CGI ante — the 
infamous trailer with the exploding 
White House sparked rock-concert 
cheers from enthusiastic audi-
ences —it’s just part of a long, 
terror-inducing line of dyspeptic 
extraterrestrials trying to take down 
humanity.

Contact with other worlds has 
been a staple of cinematic science 
fiction, going all the way back to “A 
Trip to the Moon” in 1902. Creative 
special effects, nerve-jangling 
suspense and, occasionally, a 
sense of humor help make the 
best of these films — disturbing 
nightmares cranked out by the Hol-
lywood dream machine — manda-
tory viewing.

In honor of the 20 years since 
“Independence Day,” here are 10 
essential alien-invasion movies 
other than “ID” itself — which really 
isn’t a very good movie though, 
after grossing more than $300 mil-
lion in the U.S. alone, it’s certainly 
a landmark one. “Resurgence” 
wasn’t screened in advance for 
critics so it’s quality can only be 
inferred.

The winners are – drum roll
Look who is going to the Great-

est Show on Earth. We selected 
four lucky readers who entered 
our contest to receive four ticket 

vouchers each, valued at $128, to 
a performance at the NRG Center 
July 14-31. Some blackout dates 
apply. Instructions are included in 
the vouchers and the cover letter 
we’re sending to each winner.

The winners are: James A. 
Cuellar of Sweeny; Severin 
Moers of Sweeny; Liz Harris of 
Manvel; and Aaron Cameron of 
Angleton.

Thank you everyone for entering 
the ticket give-away contest. We’re 
planning some more, so keep 
reading The Bulletin. The price is 
always right. And, thank you for the 
nice notes some of you sent us.
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HELLO, MATE, SURPRISED TO SEE ME? A New Zealand man, 
who owed thousands of dollars in unpaid traffic fines, read a notice that 
the judge he would be facing the following week would be retiring. So he 
wrote a Facebook post unleashing a tirade of obscene insults against him. 
He didn’t realize that the judge would be on the bench until the end of the 
month and would indeed rule on his case. The defendant was extremely 
apologetic, and explained that he was “very intoxicated” when he wrote it.

 WHAT’S THE FUTURE LIKE FROM YOUR CELL? A man 
stormed into a fast-food restaurant, in Oklahoma City, assaulted an 
employee and stole some chicken and bacon. He claimed to be from the 
future. But a police officer had a different explanation: “He was possibly 
under the influence of some sort of narcotic or intoxicant or suffering some 
type of break with reality.”

AND WE PROMISE NOT TO ARREST YOU, HA HA: In an effort 
to nab illegal drug users, police in Granite Shoals, Texas, put up a phony 
post on Facebook saying that meth and heroin recently brought into the 
state may be contaminated with the Ebola virus. They urged people to 
bring their drugs to the police station for “screening.” One person did.

I’LL BE BACK IN 10: A man left a 2009 Lexus that he had stolen as 
collateral when he went to a car dealership in Leetsdale, Pa., and asked 
if he could take one of their Mercedes Benzes for a test drive. He did not 
return. The manager has instituted a new policy on test drives.

THIS DID NOT GO AS I EXPECTED: A man went to a home of 
an exotic dancer in Tulsa, Okla., after she invited him there. But he was 
met by two men who beat him, tied him up, threw him into the trunk of his 
car, and drove around for 45 minutes, stopping at the Hard Rock Casino, 
where they stole his credit cards. He escaped and called the cops.

SO, I GUESS IT WORKS: A business in Parkhill, Ontario, that pro-
duces a product marketed as “the world’s best firestarter,” caught fire.

A DAY THE BRIDE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: The father of 
the groom attacked his son’s new wife at their wedding reception in Russia 
after she flipped him the finger. It sparked a general brawl, which ended 
when the bride was driven from the hall. A great deal of vodka had been 
consumed.

I KNOW IT’S BLURRY, SIR, BUT YOU CAN’T GO BACK UP: 
A man scaled a 25-story-high crane in downtown Edmonton, Alberta, 
because he wanted to take a selfie from the top with the sun setting in the 
background. Police were summoned when someone saw him up there, 
drinking beer. Arresting officers said the photograph turned out blurry.

YOU’LL NEVER CATCH ME, COPPER! A man stole a tractor from 
a farm in England and then led police – some in a helicopter – on a chase 
through the countryside. His top speed was only 10 mph. It ended when he 
crashed the vehicle and tried to run away. He will not be allowed to drive 
for two years.

Drivers, Class-A: We’re Grow-
ing! 100% Employer PAID Group 
Health Insurance! Hazmat-Tank End 
a Plus$$! www.getmehomedispatch
er.com. Call Tony: 855-582-4456

‘Brexit’ creates a headwind for U.S. economy, not a financial crisis - Treasury’s Lew remarks
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Britain’s vote 
to leave the European Union is a 
headwind for the U.S. economy but 
should not trigger another financial 
crisis, Treasury Secretary Jacob J. 
Lew said Monday.

“The U.S. economy is doing pretty 
well. It’s performing in a stable, 

steady way even though there have 
been substantial headwinds,” Lew 
told CNBC before an international 
financial conference in Washington.

“There’s no question that this 
is an additional headwind, but 
it’s something we can manage 
through, and Europe and the U.K. 
can manage through,” Lew said. 
“There’s no sense of a financial 

crisis developing.”
The Dow Jones industrial aver-

age, which plummeted more than 
600 points the day following the 
vote, and continued to decline the 
following week.

Major European stock indexes 
also heavily declined. But some 
of the Asian stock indexes have 
started rebounding.

Analysts said the “Brexit” vote 
could push Britain into a recession 
and would be a big hit to European 

economic growth. That in turn would 
hurt the U.S. economy, but shouldn’t 
cause a recession here, economists 
said.

Lew said he had spoken sev-
eral times with his counterparts in 
Europe and elsewhere in trying to 
help manage the fallout from the 
British vote, which rattled world 
financial markets.

In remarks prepared for the 
annual meeting of the Bretton 
Woods Committee, Lew said world 
financial leaders would continue to 
consult about the impact of the vote.

“We respect the decision of the 

voters in the U.K. and will work 
closely with London, Brussels, and 
our international partners to ensure 
continued economic stability, secu-
rity and prosperity in Europe and 
globally,” Lew said.

Although financial markets have 
fallen sharply in reaction to the 
Brexit vote, “there is an orderliness 
in the markets,” Lew told CNBC.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Cellphone microscope
Q. Though one antedates the 

other by almost 200 years, what’s 
an amazing similarity between a 
stethoscope and a smartphone?

A. As of 2014, there were some 
seven billion cellphones in use 
worldwide, with each serving as a 
potential mobile medical clinic, “an 
opportunity to diagnose, track and 
ultimately prevent disease,” reports 
Kalee Thompson in “Time” mag-
azine’s special edition on “Great 
Scientists.” 

Aydogan Ozcan, a professor of 
electrical engineering at UCLA, has 
designed small, inexpensive smart-
phone add-ons that can convert 
“a cell phone into a sophisticated 
microscope able to detect diseases 
from malaria to tuberculosis to HIV.”  
Today’s 40-megapixel model is a 
processing powerhouse capable of 
seeing a single virus the size of a 
single hair divided by a thousand.       

Smartphone-enabled medical 
gadgets can carry out diagnostic 
tests using disposable plastic 
cassettes, with receptacles for a 
sample of body fluid, usually blood 
or saliva.  The resulting patterns are 
captured by the phone’s optics and 
analyzed on-site, then the findings 
shared quickly with distant labs 

for further analysis of the disease.  
As Ozcan says, “You are giving 
developing countries tools that are 
extremely compact and cost-effec-
tive, as if they were from a million-
dollar-funded lab.”

Name the planet 
Q. Christopher Crockett is a 

fine name for a magazine writer.  
But how about Ninja, Cervantes 
or Rosalind?  And if not those, 
then OGLE-2106-BLG-0563Lb or 
HD219134e?  How do these fare in 
“the name game”?

A.  Good enough if the game is 
naming some of the 1500 known 
exoplanets that orbit diverse 
locales throughout the Milky Way.  
“The exoplanets have one thing in 
common,” said Crockett in “Science 
News” magazine: “None of them 
have names” and are often known 
only by serial numbers, as illus-
trated by the OGLE or HD names 
above.

So the International Astronomi-
cal Union recently established an 
online naming contest, inviting the 
public to participate in naming 20 
exoplanet VIPs.  The proposed 
names take in the bizarre and the 
traditional. “Perhaps ‘iota Draconis 
b’ will be rechristened as ‘Hypatia,’ 
after the fourth-century mathemati-
cian.  Exuberant Internet voters 
could stick ‘Fomalhaut b’ with the 
label ‘Leisurely Fish’ because it 

moves slowly through the constel-
lation Pisces.”  Stay tuned for the 
winners!

Food words
Q.  Here’s some food for thought:  

What are the food-related origins 
of these words and what do they 
mean -- “saccharine,” “bouilla-
baisse,” “farrago,” and “rechauffe”?

A.  “Saccharine” comes from 
the Latin “saccharum” (sugar), the 
synthetic sweetening compound 
first produced in 1879, writes Anu 
Gard in his “A.Word.A.Day” web 
site.  Metaphorically, it suggests 
something excessively sweet, 
sentimental or ingratiating.

From the French comes “bouil-
labaisse” (boo-yuh-BAYS), a rich 
and spicy fish stew or soup with at 
least two different kinds of fish, so it 
connotes a mixture of incongruous 
things.  On a related note, “farrago” 
(mixed fodder), means a hodge-
podge, a mishmash, a disorganized 
mix of things that don’t fit together, 
as a flea market often features a 
farrago of antiques and old junk 
(Vocabulary.com).

Were you flummoxed by 
“rechauffe” (ray-sho-FAY), from 
the French and meaning warmed 
leftover food?  Metaphorically, it 
suggests a rehash, or old reworked 
material, as in the 2014 London 
Sunday Times:  “Lines like that 
inspire forgiveness for what is 
essentially sitcom rechauffe.”

Hungry for more?
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

• The rainbow tree sheds its outer 
bark to reveal bright splashes of 
green, orange and purple beneath.

• Black and White Americans use 
drugs at almost identical rates, but 
black people are 3 times for likely to 
be arrested for it.

• Altophobia or Acrophobia is 
known as the fear of heights.

• Around 360 million glasses of 
champagne are consumed over the 
holidays.

• A group of turkeys is called a 
“rafter.”

• GhostSingles.com  is a dating 
website for ghosts.

• A little less than half of kids is 
the U.S. live in a home with two 
heterosexual parents in their first 
marriage.
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Renters may also qualify for federal disaster assistance grant; How and where can you apply
AUSTIN, Texas – Renters 

displaced by the May storms and 
flooding may be eligible for federal 
disaster assistance, including 
grants from FEMA and low-interest 
disaster loans from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

FEMA offers eligible renters 
grants for rental assistance. These 
grants help pay for temporary 
housing while a damaged home or 
apartment is being repaired.

Eligible renters may receive  
grants under FEMA’s Other Needs 
Assistance program. These grants 
help uninsured or underinsured sur-
vivors with expenses and serious 
needs caused by the May storms 
including:

• child care
• moving and storage expenses
• disaster-related funeral and 

burial expenses
• disaster-related dental and 

medical expenses, such as wheel-
chairs, canes and prescription 
drugs

• repair or replacement of storm-
damaged personal property, includ-
ing furniture and appliances, as well 

as job-related tools and equipment 
required by the self-employed

• primary vehicles, and approved 
second or modified vehicles dam-
Aged by the disaster.

The SBA offers low-interest 
disaster loans with rates that 
remain the same for the life of the 
loan.

Renters may be eligible to borrow 
up to $40,000 to repair or replace 
damaged personal property, includ-
ing automobiles.

Applicants may apply online for 
an SBA loan using the electronic 
loan application at the secure web-
site DisasterLoan.sba.gov/ela.

Texans can register for disaster 
assistance the following ways:

• online at 
DisasterAssistance.gov

• phone 800-621-3362 (FEMA). 
Persons who are deaf, hard-of- 
hearing, or have a speech disability 
and use a TTY may call 800-462-
7585. Applicants who use 711 or 
Video Relay Service may also 
call 800-621-3362. The toll-free 
numbers are open from 7 a.m. to 10 
p.m., seven days a week. Multilin-

gual operators are available.
• at a disaster recovery center. 

To find the nearest one, go online 
to the Disaster Recovery Center 
Locator at asd.fema.gov/inter/
locator.

FEMA grants do not have to be 
repaid. FEMA assistance is nontax-

able and will not affect eligibility for 
Social Security, Medicaid or other 
federal benefits. Survivors should 
register even if they have insur-
ance. FEMA cannot duplicate insur-
ance payments, but underinsured 
applicants may receive help after 
their claims have been settled.

For more information on the 
Texas recovery, visit the disas-
ter webpage for the May storms 
at fema.gov/disaster/4272; or 
visit the Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management website at 
txdps.state.tx.us/dem. Follow us on 
Twitter @femaregion6.

ACC Chosen to participate in Second Chance Pell Program
Alvin Community College 

was named one of 67 American 
colleges and universities in the 
nation selected to participate in the 
Second Chance Pell pilot program, 
which will provide grant funds for 
prisoners seeking a higher educa-
tion.

“ACC is very excited to take 
part in this program,” President 
Dr. Christal M. Albrecht said. “We 
were the first college in Texas to 
offer college courses to inmates. 
The Second Chance Pell Program 
will allow us to build on an already 
successful venture with the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice.” 

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion announced the program in July 
2015 to test whether participation 
in high-quality education programs 
increases after expanding access 
to financial aid for incarcerated 
individuals.

The pilot program will allow 
eligible incarcerated Americans 

to receive Pell Grants and pursue 
postsecondary education with the 
goal of helping them get jobs and 
support their families when they are 
released. The program is intended 
to create a fairer and more effective 
criminal justice system, reduce 
recidivism, and combat the impact 
of mass incarceration on families 
and communities through educa-
tional opportunity.

Research has consistently shown 
that access to education drastically 
reduces an inmate’s likelihood to 
commit another offense.

“We are looking forward to an 
even larger impact we can make 
with this population,” Albrecht said.

ACC launched its program with 
TDCJ more than 50 years ago. 

The United States currently has 
the highest incarceration rate in the 
world with approximately 2.2 million 
people incarcerated in American 
prisons and jails. Hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals are released 

annually from these facilities.
A 2013 study  found that incar-

cerated individuals who participated 
in correctional education were 
43 percent less likely to return to 
prison within three years than pris-
oners who did not participate in any 
correctional education programs.

The study also estimated that for 
every dollar invested in correctional 
education programs, four to five 
dollars are saved on three-year re-
incarceration costs.

“The evidence is clear. Promot-
ing the education and job training 
for incarcerated individuals makes 
communities safer by reducing 
recidivism and saves taxpayer 
dollars by lowering the direct and 
collateral costs of incarceration,” 
U.S. Secretary of Education John 
B. King Jr. said. “I applaud the 
institutions that have partnered 
to develop high-quality programs 
that will equip these students with 
invaluable learning.”
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Please let your friends and relatives in other places 
know that The Bulletin also can be read online at:

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

At a recent meeting of the Lamar Fontaine #33 Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, an award was presented to Tim 
Pettigrew of Sweeny.  The Jefferson Davis Award was given for his 
work on monuments and markers with the Sons of the Confederacy 
that are being placed in Brazoria County. One of the first to be 
dedicated is the Dance Gun Factory in East Columbia. Pictured left to 
right:  Shirley Walcik, Tim Pettigrew and Alice Royalty.

Pettigrew presented Jefferson Davis Award
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

Look for us on 
Facebook

Brazosport College has 
added more classes to 
its Summer II offerings

In addition to its full slate of 
six-week classes already offered 
during the second summer session, 
BC has added three psychology 
classes and a sociology course to 
the schedule: 

—  General Psychology (PSYC 
2301), 10-11:50 a.m., Monday 
through Thursday.

—  General Psychology (PSYC 
2301), Online course.

—   Life Span Growth & Develop-
ment (PSYC 2314), Online course.

—  Introduction to Sociology 
(SOCI 1301), 5:30-9:20 p.m., Tues-
day & Thursday.

Registration for Summer II is 
ongoing, and classes begin July 14.

Online registration is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
For in-person, on-campus registra-
tion, hours are 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
on Monday through Thursday and 8 
to 11 a.m. on Friday.

In addition to Summer II, registra-
tion is also ongoing for the Fall 
semester.

To learn more about registering 
for classes at Brazosport College, 
visit www.brazosport.edu/register or 
call (979) 230-3000. 

1. “Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers” (1956) — Based on 
a novel by Jack Finney, this chilling 
tale of think-alike pod people taking 
over the bodies of your family and 
friends so they look familiar on the 
outside but are as cold and foreign 
as Siberian ice on the inside has 
been championed by both those on 
the left (as a critique of McCarthy-
ism and American conformity), the 
right (as a critique of collectivism), 
and those who just like a frightening 
story well-told. It has been re-made 
three times, most recently with an 
unwatchable version starring Nicole 
Kidman in 2007, but the original is 
the best.

2. “The Day the Earth 
Stood Still” (1953) — Klaatu 
and his watchful robot Gort may 
have come in peace but they have 
a sobering message to deliver: If 
humans don’t change their ways, 
Earth will be blown to pieces.  It’s 
now considered a classic, having 

been added to the list of the Library 
of Congress’ National Film Registry 
in 1995.

3. “Men In Black” (1997) 
— Alien invasions don’t have to 
be frightening. They can be funny, 
too, as this adventure-comedy with 
Will Smith and Tommy Lee Jones 
proved. As agents working for a 
secret organization that polices 
undercover aliens amongst us, they 
have a tough and sometimes slimy 
job, but someone’s gotta do it. The 
film won an Oscar (for make-up).

4. “The Thing” (1983) — John 
Carpenter’s masterful exercise 
in suspense and horror starring 
Kurt Russell is a riff on the “Body 
Snatchers” idea. Researchers at 
an Antarctic station are confronted 
by an alien that can absorb other 
life forms and then mimic them. Not 
only do they have to figure out how 
to survive but stop it from reaching 
civilization. Though some critics 
dismissed it at the time, it has since 
been re-evaluated with the Chicago 

Critics Association, ranking it as the 
17th scariest movie of all time out 
of 100.

5. “War of the Worlds” 
(2005) — The original 1953 film 
— based on the classic H.G. Wells 
novel — in which Earth is attacked 
by Martians is emblematic of the 
invasion films of the ‘50s. What’s 
more iconic of the time than flying 
saucers with death rays? But 
Steven Spielberg’s remake, starring 
Tom Cruise and Dakota Fanning, 
cranked up the tension and the 
terror, not to mention the special 
effects. 

6. “District 9” (2009) — Until 
recently, alien invasions were gen-
erally viewed through an American 
lens. Despite the requisite shots 
of extraterrestrial craft flying over 
landmarks like the Eiffel Tower, 
most films depicted aliens as mostly 
being interested in the U.S., and 
white Americans specifically. South 
African director Neill Blomkamp 

turned that idea on its head with 
this gripping story about insect-like 
bipeds coming to his country not 
to wage war but seeking refuge.  
The parallels to both apartheid and 
global immigration aren’t subtle, 
but thanks to a terrific perfor-
mance from Sharlto Copley and 
Blomkamp’s visual style, “District 9” 
succeeds.

7. “The Blob” (1956) — Teen-
agers and aliens were a potent, 
campy combo back in the ‘50s and 
no more so than in this ultimate B-
movie starring a very young Steve 
McQueen about a weird substance 
from space that devours everything 
in its path.  That it was released 
on a double bill with “I Married a 
Monster from Outer Space” and 
showcased a young songwriter 
named Burt Bacharach who co-
wrote a song for it is just icing on a 
very tasty pop-culture cake.

8. “They Live” (1988) — John 
Carpenter returned to his theme of 
people not being who you think they 
are in this smart satire on mass 
media manipulation and consumer-

ism. Roddy Piper plays a man who 
stumbles across a pair of glasses 
that reveal the evil subliminal forces 
at work in everyday life. What seem 
like harmless ads really just say 
“Obey” while those in power are 
actually hideous aliens.

9. “Attack the Block” (2011) 
— Much as Blomkamp did with 
“District 9,” British director Joe Cor-
nish took the alien-invasion tropes 
and craftily dropped them into a 
new context: low-income apartment 
blocks in South London. Heading 
up the teenage toughs fighting 
off the incursion is John Boyega 
(who would go on to “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens”). Alternately 
frightening and funny. “

10. “Predator” (1987) — This 
one has got it all: a really mean, 
ugly alien who can’t be reasoned 
with; Schwarzenegger at his most 
invincible; and some pummeling 
action scenes from director John 
McTiernan who would direct “Die 
Hard” the next year. There’s nothing 
subtle or metaphorical about this 
one. It’s simply kill or be killed.

The 10 ‘best’ alien invasion movies ever made in which we win and the world survives
(Continued from Page 1)

Groin, groin, gone?
Indians third baseman Juan Uribe — sidelined for five days after a bad-

hop ground ball left him with a testicular contusion — hit home runs in each 
of his first four games back. Hey, don’t laugh: It’s certainly cheaper than 
steroids.

Headlines
—At Fark.com: “LeBron James says he loves Cleveland, and he has no 

plans to leave. This is not a repeat from 2010.”
—At TheKicker.com: “Rexit: Reds hold surprise vote to depart tough NL 

Central.”
This batter’s out
An intruder armed with a baseball bat in North Port, Fla., was foiled 

when a man inside the house put him in a bear hug, and his wife grabbed 
the bat and beat him. The perp is facing charges of armed robbery, battery 
and criminal mischief. She’s been credited with a one-hitter.

Football quiz
Retired QB Peyton Manning said he’ll be rooting for the Colts, Broncos 

and Giants this season, along with the: a) Dolphins, Lions and Texans; b) 
Patriots, Raiders and Seahawks; c) Omaha Beef.

Fact of the Week
The only opposing NFL teams that Giants QB Eli Manning has never 

beaten are the ones that used No. 1 picks to draft him (Chargers) and 
brother Peyton (Colts).

Talking the talk
—Brad Dickson of the Omaha (Neb.) World-Herald, on people in 

Cleveland flocking to see a sculpture of LeBron James made from dryer 
lint: “You have over five decades to prepare, and this is what you come up 
with?”

—Swiss soccer player Xherdan Shaqiri, to the Blick newspaper, com-
plaining that his team’s Puma-made Euro 2016 jerseys tore too easily: “I 
hope Puma does not produce condoms.”
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Physical or chemical: What type of suncreen is best for you?
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Dear Mayo Clinic: What is better 
for sun protection: a chemical 
sunscreen or a physical sunscreen? 
Is it really necessary for me to wear 
sunscreen even if I work in an office 
all day?

A: Both chemical and physi-
cal sunscreens offer effective sun 
protection when applied correctly. 
Physical sunscreens usually are 
less expensive than chemical sun-
screens. Given that they also are 
hypoallergenic, physical sunscreens 
may be a safer choice for some 
people who have sensitive skin. It 
is a good idea to wear sunscreen 
every day even if you work indoors.

Sunscreen protects your skin 
from the sun’s ultraviolet, or UV, 
light. There are two types of UV 
light that can harm your skin: UVA 
and UVB. UVA is the long wave-
length of light that penetrates to 
the deep layers of skin. UVA leads 
to skin damage over time that can 
prematurely age your skin, caus-
ing wrinkling and age spots. UVB 
is the shorter wavelength of light 
that penetrates the surface of the 

skin and causes sunburn. The best 
sunscreens offer protection from 
all UV light. These are labeled as 
“broad-spectrum” or “full-spectrum” 
sunscreens.

Physical sunscreen literally 
blocks UV light from reaching your 
skin by either reflecting the light 
or absorbing it. These products 
contain zinc oxide or titanium 
dioxide. Some people don’t like to 
use physical sunscreen, because it 
remains visible on the skin after you 
apply it. It also can be hard to wash 
off. However, physical sunscreen 
provides significant, lasting protec-
tion from UVA and UVB light. It also 
tends to be less irritating to the skin 
than chemical sunscreens. That can 
be particularly beneficial for younger 
children and individuals who have 
sensitive skin.

Chemical sunscreens work by 
absorbing the UV light and causing 

it to undergo a chemical reaction 
that prevents it from damaging your 
skin. Many chemical sunscreens are 
available.

As you choose sunscreen, check 
its sun protection factor, or SPF. 
This number gauges how well a 
sunscreen blocks UVB rays. Experts 
agree that an SPF factor of 15 is the 
minimum needed to prevent skin 
damage from UVB. Sunscreens with 
SPFs higher than 50 provide only 
a small increase in UVB protection, 
compared to SPF 30 or SPF 50. 
That means high SPF sunscreens, 
such as SPF 100, may not be worth 
the added expense you pay for 
them when compared to the protec-
tion they offer.

The key to getting the full amount 
of SPF protection from sunscreen is 
applying it generously and fre-
quently. Most people simply do not 
apply enough.
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Lanny Kibbey’s children-oriented magic show entertained kids and adults alike recently at The Clarion at 
Brazosport College.

Brazosport College began its 
annual summer series of children-
oriented matinee shows with an 
astonishing performance from magi-
cian Lanny Kibbey at The Clarion at 
Brazosport College.

Kibbey, a master magician from 
Houston, amazed kids and adults 
alike with his magic while, at the 
same time, kept everyone in stitches 
with his unique brand of humor.

There’s still time to catch summer 
magical entertainment at the Clarion

For those who missed Kibbey’s 
show, there is still time to beat the 
heat and enjoy a Clarion Summer 
Matinee Series show. Four shows 
remain in the series, with perfor-
mances ranging from educational 
and comedy acts to dancing and 
singing.

Next up is Mad Science’s science 
show at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 13. Other artists in this year’s 
summer series are Tom’s Fun Band 
on July 20, Soul Street on Aug. 3 
and the Morris Brothers on Aug. 10.

Tickets for the performances 
range from $4 to $8 per person 
and are currently on sale. Please 
call the Clarion Box Office at (979) 
230-3156 to make reservations for 
your group. All programs are recom-
mended for children ages 4 through 
14 years old.

Send us your community announce-
ments, and we’ll run them timely so 
that your group can benefit the most 
from the publicity. Email to john. 
bulletin@gmail.com.Send photos 
as high resolution as possible. 
We’ll edit them here. Please send 
us announcements by the Tuesday 
before you wish them to appear.
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Officers for 2016-17 were installed at a recent meeting of the Lamar Fontaine Chapter of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy. Pictured left to right:  District V Chairman, Nancy O’Massey, Alvin; Shirley Walcik, President; 
Alice Royalty, First Vice President; Molly Pirtle, Secretary; Pam Massingill, Registrar; Judy Bielstein, Historian; 
Ann Phillips, Second Vice President; Ray Pearl Condry, Military Service Awards; Claire Haynes, Chaplain; 
Glorya Hammers, Parliamentarian; and Tissie Schwebel, Custodian.

Local UDC chapter installs officers for 2016-17

Charitable contributions hit another record, up 4 percent
By Joyce Gannon
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH — Charitable 
giving nationwide rose by 4.1 per-
cent last year to a record total of 
$373.3 billion, bolstered by an 
ongoing national economic recovery 
and stabilizing household finances, 
according to an annual report by the 
Giving USA Foundation.

Donations in 2015 surpassed pre-
recession levels for the second year 
in a row, the foundation said.

Prior to the economic crash 
of 2008, charitable contributions 
peaked in 2007 at $355.2 billion, 
then dropped below that amount 
until 2014 when the total hit $358.4 
billion.

“The last two years represent 
the highest and second-highest 
totals for giving … in the past 10 
years, adjusted for inflation,” said 
Amir Pasic, the dean of the Indiana 
University Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy in Indianapolis, which 
provided research for the report.

Religious organizations attracted 
close to one-third of total dona-
tions, or $119.3 billion. While gifts 
to religious groups have declined 
as an overall share of total giving in 
recent decades, last year’s amount 
was about the same percentage as 
in 2014, Giving USA said.

The next highest recipients were 
education, human services and 
foundations.

“It’s heartening that people really 

do want to make a difference, and 
they’re supporting causes that 
matter to them,” said W. Keith 
Curtis, chair of the foundation. 
“Americans are embracing philan-
thropy at a higher level than ever 
before.”

Individuals generated 71 percent 
of all donations, with big gifts from 
wealthy donors accounting for part 
of that total.

Among the big donations last 
year, according to a separate report 
from The Chronicle of Philanthropy, 
were $100 million from Roberta 
Buffett Elliott, a sister of financier 
Warren Buffett, to Northwestern 
University to establish the Buffett 
Institute for Global Studies; and $75 

million from Facebook co-founder 
Mark Zuckerberg and his wife, 
Priscilla Chan, to the San Francisco 
General Hospital Foundation to 
support an acute-care and trauma 
center.

Bequests accounted for 9 percent 
of all giving in 2015 and among the 
largest, according to Chronicle of 
Philanthropy, was $605 million from 
movie theater chain founder John 
Santikos, who died in 2014, to the 
San Antonio Area Foundation.

HIRING FULL-TIME COOK, PIZZA MAKER
Looking for a full-time cook and pizza-
maker for Italian restaurant in Clute, Texas. 
Candidates need to have some knowledge of 
Italian food cooking techniques. Please apply 
in person at Bella Roma Italian Restaurant, 
1229 Hwy. 332, Clute, TX 77531 or call 817-
808-3855.

RED TOP, BRAZORIA: Now 
hiring cook and cashiers. Must be 
punctual and have reliable transpor-
tation. Apply in person at Red Top 
Restaurant, Hwy. 36, Brazoria.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Commit to Christ to  understand 
the importance of forgiveness

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t believe it’s possible to forgive someone who has deeply 
hurt you. I trusted someone very much, and later she betrayed me. 
When I confronted her about it, she just laughed. I know I should 
forgive her, but I just can’t. - Mrs. D.H.

A: What this person did was wrong; not only did she hurt you, but 
she also harmed herself by compromising her character and dulling her 
conscience. The Bible reminds us that “A good name is better than fine 
perfume” (Ecclesiastes 7:1).

But it would be just as harmful for you to allow an unforgiving spirit to 
take root in your soul. You see, an unforgiving attitude never exists by 
itself; with it come bitterness, anger and injured pride. It also can lead to a 
yearning for revenge, which never solves anything. All of these (and others 
I could mention) are morally and spiritually harmful, and the Bible labels 
them as sin. The Bible wisely says, “Do not be quickly provoked in your 
spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:9).

How can you forgive this person? The key is to ask God to help you for-
give her the same way He has forgiven you, if you know Christ. Remem-
ber: We have hurt God far more than anyone has ever hurt us. We don’t 
deserve to be forgiven - and yet God loves us so much that He sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to give His life for us.

Accept God’s gift of forgiveness by committing your life to Jesus today. 
Then ask God to help you forgive this person freely and fully - just as He 
has forgiven you. The Bible says, “Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ, God forgave you.” (Ephe-
sians 4:32).

A headline from the Independent 
the morning after the vote: “Cornwall 
votes for Brexit and then pleads to 
keep EU funding.” Next line: “Corn-
wall receives millions of pounds in 
EU subsidies every year.”

Really? This is a simple issue that 
even we, the USA voters, under-
stand. I know we have a different 
accent that does not sound as 

sophisticated as the Brits’. The nice 
things about the USA, actually, is 
that we have a lot of accents.

Let’s see. When you decide to 
leave an organization, the money 
that group sends you each year 
in aid stops flowing. It would have 
been really smart to read up on the 
consequences of your vote before 
actually casting it.

So, if Texas were to secede 
from the Unites States, it would be 
unreasonable to expect any support 
from the federal government, such 
as disaster relief funds, money to 
improve highways and education, 
aid for children and senior citizens, 
grants, and other federal programs. 
Texas would be done as far as 
receiving federal money and would 
have to fend for itself the best it 
could.

While secession is not pos-
sible, the case would be similar to 
Cornwall’s. So why did the residents 
of Cornwall and many other cities 
vote for Brexit?

In a short election cycle, simplistic 
slogans overshadow facts. Negative 
and hateful campaigning tends to be 

heard over the details of an issue, 
and there is little time to counteract 
it. The Brits pride themselves on 
these quick votes. But this time it 
backfired.

We do it differently. We beat an 
issue to death for months and even 
years before the voting starts. By 
the time elections are held in the 
USA, everything is known about a 
candidate or issue. The campaigns 
are expensive and torturously long, 
but the issues get hashed out on all 
sides.

We have plenty of election-related 
problems here, but brevity is not 
one of them. There is plenty of time 
to fully understand an issue or vent 
a candidate.

Here is another headline from the 
morning after the Brexit vote: “The 
British are frantically Googling what 
the E.U. is, hours after voting to 
leave it.”

That is really smart, Brits. Vote 
first and ask questions later. You 
threw the world financial markets 
into a temporary tailspin, and you 
didn’t really know the consequences 
of exiting the EU, or even what the 
EU is?

You have lost the right to call 
American voters the dumbest in the 
world. I don’t know how smart we 
are, but the worst we can do now is 
be labeled second dumbest.

After the Brits realized what they 
have really done, they started a 
petition for a second vote. I guess 
we’re now going to have the best 
out of three, or something? A survey 
taken after the vote concluded that 
30 percent of those casting votes 
had no clue what they were actually 
voting on, but were led by some 
nationalist fervor that capitalized on 
Europe’s immigrant problems.

The EU does have an immigrant 

problem, but this vote had little to 
do with that. The average voter in 
flyover country was told differently, 
and they voted accordingly and 
emotionally.

As the aftermath continued, I kept 

reading reports that the Brits really 
regretted their vote. “If I had known 
that it had a chance of passing, I 
would not have voted for it,” a man 
was quoted saying.

Really? Are you that dumb?

The Brits decided to pull out of the EU without intending to, and crash the financial markets
(Continued from Page 1)
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FEWER  TRUTH  OVERDO  GIBLET
Answer: What the marginal worker did to better his lot -- A LOT BETTER

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Weeds can spoil your 
garden if left unchecked. Carelessness or trying to 
finish a project too quickly could create errors or blem-
ishes that ruin overall progress. Remember to take 
your time and pay careful attention to the details.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Keep your feet on the 
ground. A dream or idea may provide benefits in the 
future but right now you may be lacking essential ele-
ments to get the ball rolling. Focus on more tangible 
short-term goals that you can achieve right away.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Expand your areas of 
expertise. Concentrate on skills or traits which may 
have proved difficult for you in the past and make an 
effort to improve your performance. Determination and 
willpower can help you overcome any obstacle.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): If it isn’t broken, don’t 
try to fix it. Just because someone else may have 
experienced misfortune doesn’t mean the same thing 
will happen to you. Don’t take unnecessary steps. 
There’s no need to make any changes.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t get too set in your 
ways. The methods and routines that may have served 
you well in the past may no longer be effective. Open 
your mind to newer and more innovative techniques 
and don’t be afraid to make changes.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It may all be in your 
head. Concerns and doubts over an issue may be 
unfounded and occupy far too much of your time for 
the next few days. Quickly clear the air with a friend or 
loved one with whom you may have had a dispute.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): The loudest voice gets the 
most attention. This does not mean that it is the voice 
that deserves to be heard. Make sure that the issues and 
activities that you focus on are relevant and that you aren’t 
following someone else’s agenda.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Nothing lasts forever. You 
may have become so comfortable with the status quo that 
you haven’t noticed a gradual shift in conditions. It may 
be time to re-evaluate your views and positions to more 
accurately conform to changing times.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Let sleeping dogs 
lie. Your financial situation may not be quite as rosy as 
you’d like. It could be a whole lot worse, especially if you 
make any drastic changes. The sky is not falling, no matter 
what anyone tells you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Stop, look and listen. 
Misunderstandings are likely to arise if you aren’t paying 
close attention to what others are telling you. The safest 
investments to make are not making any investments at 
all.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t get backed into a 
corner. Take time to mull over crucial decisions. If some-
one demands an answer right away then your answer 
should be “no.” Trying to appease someone could compro-
mise your own interests.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Take things as they come. 
Deal with problems as they arise. Don’t waste your 
time thinking about things that cause worry. Adopting a 
more carefree approach to your endeavors could make 
obstacles seem much less challenging.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 4: ON THIS DATE in 1776, 
the Continental Congress adopted 
the Declaration of Independence. In 
1881, Booker T. Washington estab-
lished the Tuskegee Institute.

July 5: ON THIS DATE in 1947, 
Larry Doby signed a contract with 
the Cleveland Indians baseball 
team, becoming the first black player 
in the American League. In 1954, 
Elvis Presley’s first commercial 
recording session took place at Sun 
Records in Memphis, Tenn.

July 6: ON THIS DATE in 1535, 
Sir Thomas More was executed in 
England on a charge of treason. In 
1957, Althea Gibson became the 
first black tennis player to win a 
Wimbledon singles title, defeating 
fellow American Darlene Hard.

July 7: ON THIS DATE in 1846, 
the United States annexed Califor-
nia. In 1865, four of the conspirators 
in the assassination of President 
Lincoln, including innkeeper Mary 
Surratt, were hanged.

July 8: ON THIS DATE in 1889, 

John L. Sullivan won by knockout 
in 75 rounds in the last sanctioned 
bare-knuckle fight. In 1932, the 
Dow Jones industrial average fell to 
41.22, its low point during the Great 
Depression.

July 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1918, 101 people were killed in a 
train collision in Nashville, Tenn. In 
1956, Dick Clark debuted as host of 
“American Bandstand.”

July 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1940, during World War II, the 114-
day Battle of Britain began as Nazi 

forces attacked southern England by 
air. In 1962, the Telstar communica-
tions satellite was launched from 
Cape Canaveral, Fla.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1981, 
President Reagan nominated 
Sandra Day O’Connor to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, the first woman to 
be named to the high court.

This week’s question: In 
1980, who broke Yogi Berra’s record 
for most home runs by a Major 
League catcher? 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• In 1989, a new Blockbuster store was opening in America every 17 hours.
• The sum of all the numbers on a roulette wheel is 666.
• There is no historical evidence that Russians invented Russian roulette.
• American teachers are legally allowed to spank children in the classroom 

in 19 states.
• Human DNA can be used to create vegan cheese.
• Real diamonds don’t show up on x-ray images.
• Sunflowers can be used to clean up radioactive waste.
• South Koreans will be extinct by 2750 if their current birthrate continues.
In real life, trophy wives are exceedingly rare — successful women marry 

successful men, which can lead to an age gap.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• The Philippine island of Luzon contains a lake that contains an island 
that contains a lake that contains another island.

• The average person is far more likely to remember a Facebook status 
than a line from a well-written book.

• A fifth of young adults frequently lie about their relationships, work, and 
holidays on social media.

• Potato chips were invented after a chef lost his temper with a customer 
who kept asking for his potatoes to be more fried and thinner.

• About 40 million years ago, Antarctica was as warm as modern-day 
California.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Atkins no-no
5 “__ bad idea”
9 Brothers Grimm creature
14 Old apple spray
15 Pinnacle
16 Painful turning point?
17 Elizabeth of “Lone Star”
18 Nothing
19 Experimental blast
20 Russian composer and piano 

virtuoso
23 Related compounds
24 Gap
28 Italian roads
29 CafŽ breakfast order
31 Birdbrain
33 Arrived just in time for
34 Reservoir creator
37 TV fantasy about three magical 
sisters
40 Delivery person?

41 Some Persians
43 Absolute ruler
45 Den piece
48 Arrival announcement
52 Deduce
53 Manned the helm
54 Annual sports event that begins 
with Selection Sunday on 3/15 ... or, 
cryptically, a hint to the scrambled 
word found at the starts of 20-, 29-, 
37- and 45-Across
57 Provide a spread for
60 Script “Q” feature
61 In the past
62 Scenic route, perhaps
63 Curvature
64 Stax Records genre
65 Sleep soundly?
66 Milk sources for some Tibetan 
cheese
67 Milk sources for some Greek 
cheese

DOWN
1 Crop pants
2 Orioles’ div.
3 Venom
4 Hindu priest
5 Childhood home of Jesus
6 Makes the first move
7 Actress Hatcher
8 Nerve cell transmitter
9 Story you might find on 
MuggleNet.com, briefly
10 Myrmecologist’s subject
11 ‘50s political nickname
12 Jekyll creator’s monogram
13 However
21 Doc
22 Resistance unit
25 Lions, Tigers or Bears
26 Fancy coif
27 Come off as
29 Personnel employee
30 Dough dispensers, for short
32 Dry riverbed
34 Pull with effort
35 Special something
36 Co. runners
38 Dorothy Parker’s “Excuse my 
dust” and others
39 Like the Taj Mahal
42 Bagel topping
44 Precisely, after “on”
46 Town crier’s cry
47 JFK info
49 Prior to today, poetically
50 Save
51 Fords that never got going
53 Usually stained work garb
55 French Open surface
56 Bat mitzvah dance
57 “The Big Bang Theory” network
58 Author Rand
59 Seesaw need
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
OWL  WREN  LARK  CROW  LOON  SWAN  GOOSE  STORK  CRANE  QUAIL
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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The Brazoria Heritage Foundation invited Pirate Jean Lafitte to the 
Santa Ana Ball this year on Saturday, July 16.  He is coming with a trea-
sure trove of jewels and gold coins.  

Chances will be sold on him with all his prizes. He comes as a Pinata 
Pirate. Along with him will be other exciting prizes on the Silent and Live 
Auction.  

There will be a Kendell Kersh Matagorda Fishing Trip, Hand-carved 
Santa Ana Walking Stick,  Historic Maps and a Bed & Breakfast in Matago-
rda that S. Rhodes Fisher, Secretary of the Navy, Republic of Texas, built 
for his family.  If you would like to donate an auction item, please call Bob 
Schwebel at (979) 236-0241. 

The monies received at this fund raiser go to restore the 1890’s Hinkle 
School House, provide quality sound for the Gymnasium and build a 
Courthouse Park in Old Town Brazoria.

The Santa Ana Ball is known for its unusual auction items that are 
Texas related. They have auctioned cows, goats, donkeys and puppy dogs 
through their 12-year history. This year’s theme is Mexican with fajitas and 
enchiladas as the fare, along with margaritas.  

Come in costume by throwing a serape over your shoulder, or everyday 
clothes, and you will be welcomed.  Tickets are $35 each or Tables of 6 for 
$210. Reservations are required by calling (979) 345-3335. There will be 
no tickets sold at the door.

Pirate “treasure” auction item 
at upcoming Santa Ana Ball
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