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Country road 
take me home

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

It was a piece of junk on 
wheels, but it moved, and that’s 
all I could afford – a 1968 Volk-
swagen fastback. My first car, and 
I paid for it in cash.

I just got back in town from my 
summer job and had enough left 
over from my paycheck to buy 

the car from 
a mechanic 
friend of mine. 
I just got my 
driver’s license 
also, and was 
ready to hit the 
road.

Then a little 
complication 

popped up - the 1973 gas short-
age in October.

That’s when the members of 
the Organization of Arab Petro-
leum Exporting Countries started 
an oil embargo in response to the 
United States’ support for Israel 
during the Yom Kippur War.

The war began in early October 
1973, when Egypt and Syria 
attacked Israel on the Jewish 
holy day of Yom Kippur. After the 
Soviet Union began sending arms 
to Egypt and Syria, U.S. Presi-
dent Richard Nixon began an 
effort to resupply Israel.

In response, members of the 
Organization of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
reduced their petroleum produc-
tion and placed an embargo on 
oil shipments to the United States 
and the Netherlands, the main 
supporters of Israel.

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

There are roads, and there are 
roads.  And then there is THE 
road.

It’s a different road for every 
traveler, of course. At least for 
those who are able to appreci-
ate the journey as much as the 
destination.

I used to think my own favorite 
road should be one that would 

impress 
other people, 
a famous 
thoroughfare 
like the Pacific 
Coast High-
way, with the 
cliffs of Big 
Sur looming 

over all those barking seals in the 
surf, or the trek up to Stratford-
on-Avon from London. That one 
is especially fine, beside hedge-
rows and stone walls and through 
picturesque villages and the 
ancient university town of Oxford 
with its quaint pubs and book-
shops and students gliding along 
on old bicycles and bookshops 
and old churches and bookshops.  
Did I mention the bookshops?

I enjoyed those roads, and 
many others.  But it turns out my 
favorite isn’t famous at all.

A few years ago my wife 
Karen and I were driving north 
on a pretty spring day.  We left 
Interstate 45 at Madisonville 
and headed up old highway 75, 

THE WORDSMITH

How much do you hate property taxes?

By Danny Tyree
Special to The Bulletin

Many people in my hometown 
have been freaking out over their 
property tax appraisals, so it was 
timely that I discovered a Motley 
Fool article titled “Why Property 
Taxes Are The Most Hated Levy In 
America.”

First, a couple of disclaimers. 
Since I have a child in public 
school, I have not felt particularly 
overwhelmed by my own tax bill. 
And I’m truly appreciative of a con-
scientious county employee who 

got two worthless buildings removed 
from my mother’s tax appraisal.

Still, I can see why a survey 
conducted by Gallup, CNN and USA 
Today a decade ago declared the 
property tax to be the most despised 
tax by more than a two-to-one 
margin.

It is hard to wrap your mind 
around the logic of some taxes. 
Sure, “sin taxes” indulge our 
Puritanical heritage of discouraging 
antisocial behaviors. And fuel taxes 
defray the costs of infrastructure. 
But income taxes punish us for 

working and investing. And property 
taxes punish us for (a) keeping 
realtors busy or (b) upgrading the 
appearance of our existing property.

It’s fortunate that marriages don’t 
follow the same logic. (“You cleaned 
up the garage, remembered my 
birthday and brought me roses? 
Your sorry rear end is spending the 
night in the dog house, and you’ll be 
hearing from my lawyer!”)

Theoretically, adding a room to 
your house, constructing a tool 
shed or remedying an eyesore 



Page 2  THE BULLETIN    July 11, 2017     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Did you know?

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 24th year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

OH, NO! HERE SHE COMES! A Kansas woman has become noto-
rious for her bad driving, running people off the road and almost hitting 
pedestrians, and was once photographed driving with a piece of paper 
covering her face. She has been cited nearly two dozen times: seven of 
those for speeding, once for inattentive driving and once for driving under 
the influence. Her reputation has gotten so bad that residents have set up 
a Facebook page warning others of her whereabouts.

DID I MENTION THAT YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
SILENT, YOU BOZO? A man who was pulled over for a traffic stop in 
Crestview, Fla., hurredly emptied the contents of a cigarette box on the 
ground as the officer approached. When the cop asked what was up, he 
replied, “Sir, I’m not going to lie; I sell dope.”

DO YOU WANT FRIES WITH THAT, MA’AM? A woman was 
arrested in Bradenton, Fla., after she agreed to an intimate proposition by 
an undercover officer in exchange for $25 and some Chicken McNuggets.

WE JUST WANT TO ASK YOU A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS: 
A passenger in a taxi in Manhattan left behind a suitcase stuffed with 
eight bricks of heroin. Police have indicated that they would like to speak 
to him.

SEND LAWYERS, GUNS AND MONEY … DADDY GET ME 
OUT OF THIS: A felon on probation and barred from even touching a 
firearm posted a video of himself on Facebook Live singing and dancing 
with a friend while waving a handgun outside a convenience store in Fort 
Lauderdale.

OH, SORRY, OFFICER, DID YOU MEAN ME? Police got a tip 
that a man was traveling to Summerfield, Fla., to break into a home, 
and attempted to pull his van over as he exited a parking lot. He then 
proceeded to lead officers on a high-speed chase, swerving in and out of 
traffic and smashed into a stop sign. The vehicle, which ended up on its 
side, burst into flames. The cops pulled him out and arrested him.

NOT ALL AT THE SAME TIME OF COURSE: A female prison 
guard used an undergarment she wore to smuggle three phones, 18 sim 
cards, a USB stick, five charging wires and five ounces of marijuana into 
the jail in Thamesmead, England.

WE MET AT, UH, WORK? NO, MY ESTATE … YEAH, THAT’S 
IT: A groom hired 200 people to pose as his wealthy friends at his wed-
ding in Shaanxi Province, China, because he was embarrassed that his 
real friends weren’t rich enough to impress his bride. But his new wife 
figured it out when they gave her suspiciously vague answers as to how 
they met her husband.

I FEEL LIKE WE’RE DRIFTING APART: An 18-year-old woman 
had an argument with her 43-year-old boyfriend about their relationship at 
his home in Stockport, England, so she waited for him to fall asleep and 
set the place on fire.

THEY SEEM EVEN BIGGER UP CLOSE, MAN: Two men 
climbed into the giraffe exhibit at the zoo in St. Paul, Minn., “to get a 
better view of the animals.” They were cited for trespassing. Alcohol was 
said to be a factor.

County library hosts program on Habitat
“Build a Better World,” this year’s 

Summer Reading theme gets 
real-world application when Mike 
Heather, Executive Director of 
Habitat for Humanity of Southern 
Brazoria County, comes to the Lake 
Jackson Library on Wednesday, 
July 12 at 6:30 pm for a  presenta-
tion titled “Habitat for Humanity 

– Building Homes, Communities, 
Hope.” 

The talk and slide show will 
showcase what the organization 
does, how people can get involved, 
and how to qualify for one of their 
houses. The group recently com-
pleted work on the 103rd house they 
have built in the area since 1991.

All library events are free and 
open to the public. The Lake Jack-
son Library is located at 250 Circle 
Way.  

• Ancient geographer Strabo said 
Aristotle “was the first to have put 
together a collection of books and to 
have taught the kings in Egypt how 
to arrange a library.” 
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

DECK OF CARDS, MONOPOLY 
AND WWII 

Q. How did decks of cards and 
Monopoly factor into the “war 
games” played by Allied prison-
ers of war (POWs) in Nazi camps 
of World War II?

A. The Nazis allowed POWs to 
receive mail, including care pack-
ages with items such as playing 
cards and board games, says Dan 
Lewis in his book “Now I Know.”  
The U.S. and the United States 
Playing Card Company worked 
together to create special Bicycle-
brand cards that had escape maps 
directly on them.  When moistened, 
the cards’ glue would weaken, 
allowing the cards’ faces to peel 
away, revealing detailed escape 
plans.

Additionally, British intelligence 
worked with the U.K. company 
licensed to make Monopoly games 
to produce a spy-enhanced ver-
sion.  Included in the sets were 
maps printed on weather-resistant 
silk; metal files and magnetic 
compasses; and even real French, 
German and Italian currency hidden 
among the fake bills (“Mental Floss” 
magazine). 

For some lucky POW players, 
these specially designed games 

proved to be their card to freedom.
FEELING LIKE GRIMA 

Q. You’ve likely experienced 
the unpleasant sound of fin-
gernails on slate, or squeaking 
noises, or scratching on sur-
faces.  But did you know there’s a 
name for that? 

A. If you’re Spanish-speaking, 
you probably know it’s “grima,” but 
German and English speakers have 
no such word in their languages, 
says Sam Wong in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  When Madrid psy-
chologist Inge Schweiger Gallo and 
colleagues asked Spanish speakers 
what “grima” meant to them, the vol-
unteers often mentioned “shivering,” 
“unpleasant sensation,” “repulsion,” 
and rated it “less pleasant than 
disgust.” 

For German and English speak-
ers experiencing grima-eliciting 
sounds, their heart rates fell slightly, 
then rose sharply before returning 
to normal; disgusting sounds did 
not show the same pattern.  Also, 
Spanish volunteers were somewhat 
able to suppress their responses 
to grima but not to disgust-inducing 
sounds, suggesting that “grima is 
not a reflex reaction but a distinct 
emotional experience that can be 
influenced by thought.” 

Upshot:  Though similar to 
disgust, the grima-feeling has 

different triggers and physiological 
responses, even for people who 
don’t have the word in their lan-
guage.

IT RAINS A LOT, BUT NOT 
CATS AND DOGS 

Q. Where is it that you might 
aptly say, “When it rains, it 
pours?”  This is not the same as 
“Raining cats and dogs.”

A.  Since 1861, the town of Cher-
rapunji, India, has held the world 
record for the most rainfall in a 
48-hour period (over 98 inches, set 
in 2014), says Gemma Tarlach in 
“Discover” magazine.  “Cherrapunji 
also holds a long-standing record 
for highest rainfall in a 12-month 
period: 86 feet, 10 inches, set back 
in 1860-1861.”  The holiday resort 
there brags about it being the raini-
est place on planet Earth.

Following a rainfall, people the 
world over might detect the earthy 
notes of petrichor, most likely due to 
a byproduct of soil bacteria called 
geosmin.  Only recently, however, 
has the likely mechanism of petri-
chor been discovered: “The average 
raindrop hits a porous surface with 
enough force to trap air bubbles at 
the point of impact.  The bubbles 
then rise and pop, releasing aero-
sols, including geosmin” (“Nature 
Communications”).

But not even in the rainiest Cher-
rapunji has it ever rained cats and 
dogs.  Though the saying was first 
recorded in the mid-17th century, 
its origin remains unknown.  “Some 
etymologists think it refers to dead 
animals washed into the streets 
after a downpour.  But others see a 
possible corruption of the old Eng-
lish word for waterfall, ‘catadupe,’ 
which makes more sense than 
falling Fidos and Fluffys.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• The human brain can read up to 

1,000 words per minute.
• The most expensive dog in the 

world is the Tibetan Mastiff – Some 
sell for $2 million.

• The average adult eats 92% of 
what is on their dinner plate.

• Benjamin Franklin wrote “Fart 
Proudly,” a scientific essay about 
farts.

• Some lizards communicate 
through push ups.
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does place an additional strain on 
county/city resources; but surely the 
magnitude is exaggerated. 

(“That darned Houlihan added a 
hummingbird feeder to his gazebo. 
Now we’ll have to add a second 
shift of cops to watch for gang 
activity.”)

It’s creepy the way the munici-
palities use drive-by viewings and 
even drones to guess at your prop-
erty’s value.Creepy and juvenile. 

It’s like operating government 
with a big game of “I spy with my 
little eye.” What’s next? The sales 
tax people use a lively game of 
hopscotch to set rates?

True, many tax assessors have 
a heart; but others can be quite 
unsympathetic. (“Well, your great-
great grandfather should have 
THOUGHT about the city someday 
needing a new meth treatment 

clinic with 500-channel satel-
lite dishes before he bought this 
property.”)

Many tax assessors live in the 
mythical land of “IF.” You know, 
like “IF you sold your land for a sub-
division, it would be worth a jillion 
dollars.” 

Of course, the response should 
be something like, “IF your dog was 
dropped from a plane wearing a 
nuclear bomb, it would wipe out a 
lot of ISIS tunnels. Should I call the 
Pentagon, or shall we just agree to 
disagree???”

Granted, tax assessors have a 
thankless job, carrying out some-
one else’s master plan. 

Someone else’s IDIOTIC master 
plan. Hitting someone with a big bill 
AFTER they’ve tied up their money 
in a mortgage and property insur-
ance? I can imagine government 
geniuses saying, “I notice you’ve 

fired every bit of ammunition in your 
pistol. How would you like to be my 
personal bodyguard?” 

Scrutinize your assessment for 
errors. Other than that, I can’t help 
you. Even if you try to stay under 
the radar, your assessment may 
rise simply because your neighbors 
threw caution to the wind and made 
the neighborhood as a whole more 
valuable. 

Whatever you do, don’t let the 
Neil Sedaka lyrics “I’m living right 
next door to an angel” blare from 
your house. Your assessment could 
soar to high heaven.

© 2017 Danny Tyree. Danny 
welcomes email responses at 
tyreetyrades@aol.com and visits 
to his Facebook fan page “Tyree’s 
Tyrades.” 

Danny Tyree. Danny welcomes 
reader e-mail responses at 
tyreetyrades@aol.com. 

How much do you hate property taxes? Not as much as Tyree
(Continued from Page 1)

Safety tips for grilling steaks vs. burgers

Mayo Clinic News Network TNS)
The sizzle of a juicy burger 

and a thick steak on a hot grill 
can be music to our ears, but, if 
not cooked correctly, it can mean 
intestinal trouble or much worse.

Dr. Nipunie Rajapakse, a Mayo 
Clinic infectious diseases special-
ist, says undercooked meat can 
lead to foodborne illness, so it’s 
important to ensure your burgers 
and steaks are cooked properly to 
prevent infection.

You may be surprised to know 
that what’s good for the steak is 
not good for the burger.

“There are important differences 
between steaks and hamburger,” 
Rajapakse says. She says your 
burger needs to be cooked to 
well-done. That’s to at least 160 
degrees (Fahrenheit).

“Hamburger, obviously, is made 
up of ground meat, and so any 

bacteria that was present on the 
surface of the cut of meat before it 
was ground can be introduced into 
the center of the hamburger patty.”

But she says it’s different with 
steak. “If a steak is contaminated 
with a bacteria, it would usually 
be on the surface of the steak, so 
heating the surface of the steak 
to a high temperature is usually 
enough to kill off any bacteria that 
may be there.”

Rajapakse says the bacteria of 
greatest concern — Escherichia 
coli, or E. coli — can cause food-
borne illness, resulting in abdomi-
nal pain, nausea and diarrhea. And 
some types of E. coli can even 
lead to kidney failure or death.

“That’s why we say it’s relatively 
safe to eat your steak under-
cooked, but hamburger meat 
should really be cooked through to 
the middle,” she says.
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Some tips on how to tame those ticks
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Throughout the summer and 
fall, many families can be found 
hiking and camping along rivers, 
bluffs and woods. A common con-
cern for these outdoor enthusiasts 
is tick bites. Numerous locations 
in the United States are home to 
a number of tick species, with the 
best known being the deer tick.

“Deer ticks can transmit Lyme 
disease, the most common 
tick-borne illness,” says Dr. Jeff 
Cavaness, a Family Medicine 
physician at Mayo Clinic Health 
System. “Not all deer ticks carry 
the disease, but it’s important to 
take precautions to avoid getting 
bitten.”

When hiking or camping, wear 
shoes, long pants tucked into your 
socks, a long-sleeved shirt, a hat 
and gloves. Try to stick to trails, 
and avoid walking through low 
bushes and long grass. Keep your 
dog on a leash. Also, use insect 
repellents with a 20 percent or 
higher concentration of DEET.

After you’ve spent time in a 
wooded or grassy area, check 
yourself, your children and your 
pets for ticks. Deer ticks are often 
no bigger than the head of a pin, 
so you may not discover them 
unless you search carefully.

It’s helpful to shower as soon 
as you come indoors. Ticks often 

remain on your skin for hours 
before attaching themselves. 
Showering and using a washcloth 
might remove unattached ticks.

“The longer the tick remains 
attached to your skin, the greater 
your risk of getting Lyme dis-
ease,” says Cavaness. “Lyme 
infection is unlikely if the tick is 
attached for less than 36 to 48 
hours.”

If you find a tick has attached 
itself to your skin, Cavaness 
recommends that you:

— Use fine-tipped tweezers to 
grab the tick firmly near its head 
or mouth, and as close to the skin 
as possible.

— Pull the tick’s body away 
from your skin.

— Seal the tick in a jar, if pos-
sible. Your health care provider 
may want to see the tick if you 
become ill after a tick bite.

— Use soap and water to wash 
your hands after handling the tick. 
Also, wash the area around the 
tick bite.

— Don’t apply petroleum jelly, 
fingernail polish, rubbing alcohol 
or a hot match to the tick.

“A small, red bump often 
appears at the site of a tick bite or 
tick removal, and resolves over a 
few days,” adds Cavaness. “This 
is normal after a tick bite and 
does not indicate Lyme disease.”
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

With Christ in your life, happiness will follow
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I keep searching for lasting 
happiness, but I’ve never found 
it. Now I’m going through my 
third divorce, and I wonder if 
I’ll ever find happiness. What 
is your formula? Or is it just a 
matter of luck? - Mrs. E.S.

A: No, happiness isn’t a matter 
of luck - something some people 
gain and others don’t, regardless 
of what they’ve done to search for 
it. In fact, the harder we search for 
happiness, the less likely we may 
be to find it.

Instead, happiness comes from 
acting wisely and doing what’s 
right, just as unhappiness comes 
from acting unwisely and doing 
what’s wrong. Tragically, many 
people search for happiness in 
the wrong places or in the wrong 
ways, hoping (for example) that an 
unwise relationship or an immoral 
action will bring them happiness. 
But it never does - not in the long 

run. They think they’ll be the excep-
tion and will never have to pay the 
consequences, but this is false. 
The Bible warns, “The pride of your 
heart has deceived you” (Obadiah 
1:3).

This is why I urge you to turn to 
Jesus Christ and commit your life 
to Him. God loves you. He loves 
you so much that He sent His only 
Son into the world to give His life 
for your salvation. Make Christ, 
and not yourself, the center and 
foundation of your life.

Then ask God to teach you His 
wisdom every day - wisdom that 
comes from His Word, the Bible. 
Make the Bible your daily guide, 
and seek to apply its truths to your 
life. (For many years, I read a 
chapter each day from Proverbs, 
which deals with life’s practical 
problems. I suggest you do the 
same.) Let the Psalmist’s prayer 
become yours: “Direct my footsteps 
according to your word; let no sin 
rule over me” (Psalm 119:133).

Tribune Media Services 
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because we find country roads to 
be altogether more interesting than 
freeways.  Along the way I spotted 
a sign for Farm-to-Market Road 
831, which makes its winding way 
over to Oakwood, the town that 
raised me.  I’ve been back to my 
hometown countless times, but 
always on Highway 79.  831 sort 
of sneaks into Oakwood through 
the back door.  I did a little quick 
calculation and determined I hadn’t 
been that way in over decades.

I turned onto it and, to quote 
Robert Frost, we followed a road 
less traveled that day.  And I went 
back in time.

Its two narrow lanes curve 
along through pretty stretches of 
woodland and beside handsome 
pastures dotted with cattle.  It’s all 
rolling hills and valleys, with little 
stock ponds full of still water mir-
roring whatever clouds are floating 
overhead. Attractive homesteads 
sit on hilltops, offering whoever 
drinks their morning coffee on 
those porches a fine view that 
encompasses miles and miles, off 
to a hazy blue fringe of treetops in 
the far distance.

Here’s what’s left of the little Flo 
community, where some of my 
boyhood friends lived.  I helped 
load and haul bales of hay off that 

hill right there, or maybe it was that 
one over there.  It’s been a long 
time. The bales out there now are 
the huge round ones that look like 
toppled gigantic tin cans and have 
to be moved by tractors, probably 
putting a good many country lads 
out of work.  Back then they were 
the smaller box-shaped ones – the 
bales, not the boys – but they 
still got awfully heavy on a broil-
ing summer day after hoisting a 
hundred or so of them onto the back 
of a truck.

Out there was the Cormier 
Ranch, famous for its horses.  
When I was in 7th or 8th grade, 
somebody had a birthday hayride 
and barn dance there. 45s were 
spun on a portable record player 
that opened up like a small suitcase 
and we, reluctantly at first, danced. 
The Twist had just been invented 
by Chubby Checker, and it was all 
the rage; we’d seen it on “American 
Bandstand”. Thank God none of the 
parents brought their 8 millimeter 
movie cameras that night; trust me, 
a bunch of rural children seeking the 
rhythm required for that dance was 
best left undocumented for posterity.

That’s Bobby Goodner’s place 
right there beside the road. I saw his 
name on the mailbox when Karen 
and I passed it that first time, so I 
knew that he still lived in the house 

he grew up in. I made myself a 
promise to stop and say hello one 
day.  But I didn’t keep it.  Some-
body called a few years ago to tell 
me Bobby died of a heart attack.

I wish I’d stopped.
Up past that curve is the house 

where my friend, Chris Stevens, 
grew up.  We were running bud-
dies all through school, and I felt 
as much at home in his house as 
I did in my own. His daddy was 
a carpenter and a preacher, and 
Chris’ sweet mother would, pretty 
much on demand, make us a 
pan of dark, buttery fudge full of 
pecans. Then she’d play a few 
hymns on her upright piano.  In 
payment for the fudge, we’d sit 
politely and listen as we ate it.

Driving that stretch of country 
road in Leon County is as close 
as I’m likely to come to being able 
to click my heels together and go 
back to another time and place.

Maybe, after years of wander-
ing, your favorite road is simply the 
one that leads home. I’ve found 
mine.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

The favorite road leads home and to family memories
(Continued from Page 1)

The Doris Gatton Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Judi Giese 
Downing by the Brazoria Heritage Foundation at a recent Board of 
Directors meeting. The $500 award helped her to become a certified 
Orientation and Mobility Specialist for the blind and visually impaired.  
This certification is recognized worldwide. Pictured are:  Judy Gifford, 
treasurer of the foundation, and recipient Judi Giese Downing.

Heritage  Foundation awards scholarship
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News from the Brazoria County Library System

MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE SPONSORS
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ACC to launch literary journal
To showcase the creative talent 

of the students and staff at Alvin 
Community College, faculty mem-
bers are currently using a grant to 
start a literary journal.

The journal, called The Fifth 
Plinth, received a $1,000 grant 
from the ACC Foundation.

“The Fifth Plinth will provide stu-
dents, faculty, and staff an oppor-
tunity to publish both creative and 
scholarly work,” English instructor 
Charley Bevill said. “Submissions 
will be open to all disciplines.”

The Innovative Initiative Grants 
were awarded to 11 projects 
this spring. They are designed 
to encourage, facilitate, recog-
nize and reward innovative and 
creative approaches to fulfill the 
mission of the college. The grants 
will be used for the 2016-17 aca-
demic year.

The literary journal will be an 
excellent opportunity for students 
and staff to publish their work.

“The ability for students to be 
published before leaving ACC will 
assist them when transferring to 
upper-level universities,” Bevill 
said. “Other ACC faculty will be 
recruited to review submissions in 
a variety of disciplines to assure 

the peer-review process.”
Submissions will be accepted 

from any student or staff member 
at the college. Fifth Plinth will also 
consist of works from members of 
the campus Writer’s Club as well 
as students in a Creative Writing 
course.

“A call for papers will be issued, 
giving both students, faculty and 
staff a venue for publication,” 
Bevill said.

While the developing writers will 
benefit from being published, it 
will also benefit ACC as a college, 
Bevill said.

“The creation of a publication 
by students will raise the profile 
of Alvin Community College,” she 
said.

The Fifth Plinth will be in print 
and online. Production will start in 
the fall.

As part of the journal project, 
Bevill also plans to bring guest 
authors to campus to discuss their 
journey on becoming a published 
writer.

The Foundation issued $12,038 
in Innovative Initiative grants this 
year.

For more information, e-mail 
cbevill@alvincollege.edu.

Field tests show how pesticides can hurt honeybees
By Mira Abed
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Humans are big fans of bees. 
We rely on them to pollinate crops 
like almonds, watermelons and 
apples.

But bees probably aren’t big 
fans of humans — at least, not of 
our agricultural practices.

In particular, they ought to be 
offended by our fondness for a 
widely used class of pesticides 
called neonicotinoids (neonics, for 
short).

Studies in the lab have shown 
that some doses of neonics are 
outright lethal to many bees and 
that even sublethal doses can 
shorten a colony’s lifespan and 
harm its overall health. Results 
have been similar in small-scale 
field studies.

Still, exactly how these pesti-
cides, which are applied to seeds 
before planting, would affect bees 
in the real world remains some-
thing of a mystery. Scientists have 
been locked in a fierce debate over 
how much — and for how long 
— bees encounter these pesticides 
in their daily lives. After all, the 
conditions in a field are far more 
complex than those in a lab.

Now, two studies published 

side by side in the journal Science 
attempt to answer this contentious 
question.

One of the studies was con-
ducted in Canada. It combined 
large-scale field work and labora-
tory experiments to better under-
stand real-world neonic exposure 
levels and their effects on honey-
bees.

The other was conducted in 
large fields in Hungary, Germany 
and the U.K. Its goal was to under-
stand how the effects of neonics 
vary between countries and how 
exposure during the flowering 
season affects the long-term health 
of a bee colony.

The research, published 
Thursday, provides a lot of new 
information and poses still more 
questions. Here are some of the 
key takeaways:

—Bees are exposed to neonic-
otinoids for longer than we thought

In the Canadian study, biologist 
Amro Zayed and his team at York 
University in Toronto monitored 55 

honeybee colonies in 11 locations 
from May through September 
2014, a longer time than previ-
ously measured. They found that 
honeybees placed near cornfields 
planted with neonic-coated seeds 
were exposed to detectable levels 
of neonicotinoids for three to four 
months.

Even some of the bees placed 
far away from agricultural crops 
were exposed for around one 
month as the pesticide moved 
through the ecosystem.

In the European study, a team 
led by Ben Woodcock and Richard 
Pywell from the Centre for Ecology 
and Hydrology in England studied 
bees in 33 sites, each split into 
areas that were treated with pesti-
cides and areas that weren’t. They 
found that bees were exposed 
to neonics even in the untreated 
fields. This was particularly surpris-
ing considering that the chemicals 
have been restricted in Europe 
since 2014.

The researchers said this indi-
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The world’s first digital 
computer was bulky

Samsung to create 950 jobs in S. Carolina, citing location, public-private partnership
By Jeff Wilkinson
The State (Columbia, S.C.) (TNS)

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Samsung 
will spend $380 million on a facility 
in South Carolina, creating 950 jobs 
over the next three years, company 
officials have announced.

The South Korean company 
will produce home appliances at a 

former Caterpillar plant in Newberry 
County, which is outside the city of 
Columbia. The facility is expected to 
be in operation in early 2018.

“Samsung’s decision to invest in 
South Carolina and create nearly 
1,000 new jobs here is one that 
will change the very fabric of the 
Newberry community,” Gov. Henry 

McMaster said in a news release. 
“We are excited to know that 
Samsung will now be an important 
partner in ushering in an unprec-
edented period of economic growth 
and prosperity in our state.”

Established in 1969 and employ-
ing nearly half a million people glob-
ally, Samsung is one of the world’s 

leading builders of televisions, 
smartphones, wearable devices, 
cameras, appliances and network 
systems.

“For nearly 40 years, Samsung 
has steadily expanded our opera-
tions in the United States, creating 
thousands of jobs and investing 
billions of dollars in cutting-edge 
manufacturing facilities, research 
and development,” Tim Baxter, chief 
executive of Samsung Electronics 
America, said. “With this invest-
ment, Samsung is reaffirming its 
commitment to expanding its U.S. 
operations and deepening our con-
nection to its American consumers, 
engineers and innovators who are 
driving global trends in consumer 
electronics.”

The S.C. Coordinating Council 
for Economic Development, a state 
economic development arm, has 
approved job development credits 
for the project.

Samsung began contemplating 
an expansion of its U.S. production 
base nearly three years ago and 
initiated discussions with South 
Carolina in the fall of 2016, com-
pany officials said.

Newberry County was selected, 
company officials said, because of 
its skilled workforce, robust supply 
chain, commitment to public-private 
partnerships, and its location near 
Interstate 25, providing access to 
manufacturers to the north and 
ports to the south.

The world’s first fully functional 
digital computer, ENIAC, was 
invented by J. Presper Eckert and 
John Mauchly at the University of 
Pennsylvania and began construc-
tion in 1943 and was not completed 
until 1946. It occupied about 1,800 
square feet and used about 18,000 
vacuum tubes, weighing almost 50 
tons.

ENIAC stands for Electronic 
Numerical Integrator and Calculator. 
It was the first electronic computer 
used for general purposes, such as 
solving numerical problems.

It used 200 kilowatts of electricity, 
and cost about $500,000.

The ENIAC is on display at the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washing-
ton D.C.
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The Yom Kippur War ended in 
late October. Israel won with the 
assistance of $2.2 billion in emer-
gency aid from the United States.  
At home, the embargo continued, 
sparking an international energy 
crisis.

Washington’s earlier assump-
tion that an oil boycott for political 
reasons would hurt the Persian Gulf 
financially turned out to be wrong. 
The increased price per barrel of oil 
more than made up for the reduced 
production.

I kept up with the news, but didn’t 
really follow the Yom Kippur War 
all that closely. Being a teen-ager 
with wheels, I had my mind on other 
matters that had nothing to do with 
wars on the other side of the world.

But I did have a major problem 
that the war created. I couldn’t get 
any gas to put in my brand new-to-

me clunker.
I was in line for hours just to get 

10 gallons, which was the limit. The 
VW could go a long way on 10 gal-
lons if it didn’t break down, 

The gas lines wound around 
several blocks. Getting at the end 
of one was pretty depressing, but 
we all did it where I lived. That was 
the only way to get gas, unless you 
knew someone in the business.

I made the best of it, listening to 
the radio, helping to push other cars 
that ran out of gas while in the line, 
joining in the conversation about 
what a crock all this was, and even 
doing some homework.

Israel had successfully pushed 
back incursions from Syria and 
Egypt, and the USA was getting 
used to gas rationing in the form of 
odd-even days, depending on your 
license plate number. 

By January 1974, world oil prices 

were four times higher than they 
had been at the start of the crisis. 
So, when gas became available 
again without rationing or waiting in 
line, we paid for it dearly.

It was hard to be a teen with a 
car back in those days, thanks to 
world politics. Gas prices shot up 
by 55 cents per gallon in just a few 
months.That was a big shock to my 
meager wallet.

But I could now fully enjoy this 
VW Fastback. It wasn’t all that fast. 
The new 55 MPH national speed 
limit suited it just fine. It really didn’t 
want to go much faster. It also 
leaked somewhere in the back and 
the water accumulated in the battery 
compartment under the back seat. 
That was not a good combination.

I drilled a hole through the bottom 
and let the water run out. Luckily, 
there were no gas lines or exhaust 
pipes where I drilled. And then, it 
started smoking profusely.

It broke my heart, but I sold the 
car for a little less than what I paid 
for it. It was for the best. I didn’t 
have the money for an engine job 
that it needed. So, we parted ways.

The gas shortage was over, and 
my VW ownership days of the car 
didn’t last much longer. I swore 
that I would never buy an old car 
again, a promise that I broke when I 
bought a 1968 Buick Skylark, just in 
time for the 1979 gas shortage.

Perfect timing on my part, but I 
wanted wheels, even though it was 
once again hard to find gas. But I’ll 
leave that for another column.

A teen’s plight with his car and the 1973 gas shortage
(Continued from Page 1)

This is a 1968 VW Fastback. I’m assuming that this one is in much better 
shape than mine was. The body is, anyway. Mine was beaten up pretty 
much by the time I got it, which is why I could afford it. The engine was 
in the back and the trunk under the front hood. It’s much like a bigger 
version of the VW Bug.

Signs of the times
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may be tempted to 
unleash your enthusiasm and let it run freely in the week 
ahead. People have confidence in your abilities so don’t 
let anyone down. Be conscientious when other people’s 
interests are at stake.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Get right to the point 
and use dynamic leadership skills in the week ahead. 
People tend to see you as trustworthy and will listen to 
your opinion. You might be more influential in a group 
setting than in one-on-one meetings.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Turn troubles 
into triumphs. In the week ahead someone might offer a 
solution that facilitates the achievement of your goals or a 
suitable compromise. Examine a problem from a different 
perspective.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Get your ducks in 
a row because this week your brilliant ideas will be able 
to take flight. Take pride in your ability to handle both 
financial and personal matters with efficiency and a high 
degree of confidentiality.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): There is plenty to go 
around. Your heart is in the right place but you should 
be somewhat cautious about wearing your heart on 
your sleeve. Share without being overly generous in the 
upcoming week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Change your tune to 
tune-up your outlook. If you can prove you are working 
for the common good you will be seen as a hero as this 
week unfolds. You might make a good impression by sup-
porting a charity.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1940, during World War II, the 
114-day Battle of Britain began as 
German forces attacked southern 
England by air. In 1962, the U.S. 
Telstar communications satellite was 
launched from Cape Canaveral, Fla.

July 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1533, Pope Clement VII excommu-
nicated England’s King Henry VIII 
from the Roman Catholic Church. 
In 1864, Confederate forces led by 
Gen. Jubal Early began an invasion 
of Washington, D.C., turning back 
the next day.

July 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1290, Jews were expelled from 

England by order of King Edward I. 
In 1914, Babe Ruth made his Major 
League Baseball debut pitching for 
the Boston Red Sox.

July 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1863, deadly rioting against the 
Civil War military draft erupted 
in New York. In 1960, Sen. John 
F. Kennedy won the Democratic 
presidential nomination at his party’s 
convention in Los Angeles.

July 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1881, outlaw William H. Bonney Jr., 
alias “Billy the Kid,” was shot and 
killed by Sheriff Pat Garrett in Fort 
Sumner, N.M. In 1933, all German 
political parties except the National 

Socialists (Nazis) were outlawed.
July 15: ON THIS DATE in 

1918, the Second Battle of the 
Marne began during World War I. In 
1971, President Nixon announced 
he would visit the People’s Republic 
of China to seek a normalization of 
relations.

July 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1918, Russia’s Czar Nicholas II, 
his wife and their five children 
were executed by the Bolsheviks, 
who had seized power the previ-
ous autumn. In 1945, the United 
States exploded its first experimen-
tal atomic bomb in the desert of 
Alamogordo, N.M.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1850, Vice 
President Millard Fillmore assumed 
the presidency upon the death of 
Zachary Taylor.

This week’s question: In 
1861, which side won the First 
Battle of Bull Run, the first major 
engagement of the U.S. Civil War?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Ricky “Wild Thing” Vaughn 
lives!

Rockies reliever Adam Ottovino, 
entering the June 25 game against 
the Dodgers in the seventh with 
a two-run lead, threw four wild 
pitches in one-plus inning — and 
five runs scored on them.

Nicknames in the game
Major League Baseball has 

announced that they will allow 
players to wear nicknames on 
their jerseys for one weekend in 
August.

Bartolo Colon — if he manages 
to latch on with another team by 
then — has first dibs on “He Hit 
Me.”

Crash Davis alert
Mets farmhand Tim Tebow hit 

his fourth career minor league 
homer Wednesday, passing 
Michael Jordan on the all-time list.

Letter rip
The World Taekwondo Federa-

tion has shortened its name to 
World Taekwondo because of the 
“negative connotations” of its WTF 

acronym.
“No comment,” said a spokes-

man for League of Legends.
Paging Jed Clampett

Can’t wait for the Web.com 
Tour’s Ellie Mae Classic in Hay-
ward, Calif., Aug. 3-6.

Rumor has it the toughest water 
hazard is a cement pond.

It pays to eat
Cowboys rookie D-lineman Taco 

Charlton has signed an endorse-
ment deal with the Texas-based 
Taco Bueno restaurant chain.

“Some guys have all the luck,” 
said Pot Roast Knighton.

Going for the old
The London Daily Mail says a 

jet-powered mobility scooter was 
successfully tested, boasting a top 
speed of 70 miles-per-hour.

So if NASCAR was ever think-
ing about starting a senior circuit…

Hold that Tiger
A 23-year-old Missouri grad 

caused $100,000 in damage when 
he drove his Volkswagen Passat 
through barricades and onto the 
floor of the Tigers’ basketball 
arena. Possible charges include 
burglary, property damage and 
three seconds in the key.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Maintain high stan-
dards to gain respect. By remaining ethical you can 
overcome temporary upsets in the week ahead. Use 
your charitable instincts to win over those who have 
been less than supportive in the past.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Keep your eyes and 
ears wide open this week. You might learn about 
recent advances in technology that can improve your 
productivity. Group meetings may bring about changes 
that impact your situation favorably.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Remain flexible and 
poised in the week to come. A significant other might 
surprise you by suggesting something that is out of 
character. Be prepared to handle a sudden change of 
plans where your finances are concerned.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You can elect to be 
wild or to be wonderful. In the week ahead, you may 
be more ambitious than usual so should be aware of 
actions that could reflect upon your reputation. Be sure 
to honor your promises and commitments.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Ambition may rattle your 
cage. You may feel that it is time to exert your authority 
but it may be difficult to control the actions of others 
in the week to come. Focus on being sympathetic and 
understanding for the best success.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You may have an itch to 
be inventive. By the end of the week, you may have a 
chance to play the part of an entrepreneur rather than 
a traditionalist. Avoid gambling with your resources or 
acting on a sudden whim.
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: EMCEE  FULLY  JABBER  EMBARK
  Answer: They didn’t like working with the obnoxious tree cutter because he was a - “LUMBERJERK”

Did you know?
• Elvis Presley hated John Lennon and wanted to beat him up for his anti-

war stance.
• Research shows indoor tanning exposure is linked to more cases of 

cancer than smoking.
• If the Sun were the size of a beach ball, then Jupiter would be the size of 

a golf ball, and the Earth would be as small as a pea.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• There is a Titanic II being built that will set sail in 2017.
• Brown eyes actually have blue pigment underneath them, and there is a 

procedure that can turn brown eyes permanently blue.
• Playing video games for less than an hour a day increases children’s 

ability to adjust.
• Deep and loud bass in music makes our brain feel powerful.
• As a struggling actor, Jim Carrey reportedly auditioned more than once 

for the role of Edward Scissorhands.
• When we make decisions, our brains create dopamine to make us feel 

good about them.
• NASA built a flying saucer.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Observe Ramadan, in a way
5 __ and terminer: criminal court
9 Tapered fastener
14 Scratch the surface?
15 Sub spot
16 “Glee” club
17 “Sharknado” actress Reid
18 Banish to Hades, say
19 Like most tarantulas
20 Bond portrayer Daniel’s 

BuzzFeed piece?
23 That guy
24 Stay-at-home __
25 Bonfire residue
26 Leftover bit of a physics experi-
ment?
33 Yes, on Talk Like a Pirate Day
34 Love god
35 Seagoing mil. group
36 “__ you!”
39 Source of 20s

40 Icky buildup
41 Sydney school
42 Charlatan
44 18%, often
46 Ezine feature?
50 “Collages” novelist
51 Chest-beating beast
52 Marked, as a ballot
55 Beantown treat?
60 Real pip
61 Trompe l’__
62 Online urban music magazine
63 Actress Woodard
64 Mantel piece
65 Molecule component
66 Perp subduer
67 Help for the poor
68 What’s going on

DOWN
1 Sell for
2 Game company formerly named 
Syzygy
3 Beats it
4 Asian language with 44 conso-
nants
5 “Probably ... “
6 Shoppe descriptor
7 Weena’s race, in “The Time 
Machine”
8 What swish shots don’t touch
9 Flaky metamorphic rocks
10 Joanie’s love
11 Bubble and churn
12 Green land
13 Seinfeldesque
21 Wagga Wagga welcome
22 Starchy tuber
27 Shock absorber
28 Saint at a gate
29 Operational branch
30 Mongrel
31 “Geaux Tigers” SEC school
32 Wind down or wind up
36 Belly, to a tot
37 Sean Lennon’s middle name
38 Jack-in-the-box flipper
39 Police blotter letters
40 Lowest-ranking NCO
42 Fried corn cake
43 __ Domini
44 Has a few
45 Treats, as a sprain
47 Make certain
48 Lao-tzu’s philosophy
49 Whip up
53 Fight (through), as a crowd
54 Considers
55 Composer Bart-k
56 Klutzes
57 Stellar phenomenon
58 Ring out
59 Nobelist Pavlov
60 Ball club
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
APPLE  PECAN  PIZZA  MANGO  OLIVE  PEACH  LEMON  BREAD
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