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How Typhoid
Returning to the gym was not as comfy as watching TV Another kitten
Jase Graves
Mary cooked up BySpecial
has adopted us
to The Bulletin
Recently,
I
visited
my
local
gym
deadly infections for the first time after snackingBy John Toth

By Edward A, Forbes
The Bulletin

Amid the pandemic and behavioral restrictions and recommendations, it is hard to find anything
humorous in our new reality.
Homeschooling has provided a
myriad of comedic references and
images. Social distancing has found
its place in the world of satire, sarcasm, and cartoon. “But wait, there’s
more,” I cry. Have you ever heard of
“Typhoid Mary” (Mary Mallon)?
Mary Mallon was an Irish immigrant. She made her living as a
cook initially in private residences.
The families had various members
fall ill with typhoid during her time of
service. It took investigators some
time to isolate her as the source of
infection.
Numerous factors contributed

(Continued on Page 6)

Voting by mail in
Texas is not that
difficult, if...

By Ernie Williamson

The Bulletin

Add voting to the list of my routines disrupted by Covid-19.
I voted by mail for the first time
in the recent runoff election. Why?
Because I worry that November’s

The View from My Seat
presidential election will bring a
heavy turnout - both of voters and
the virus.
That combination could make
standing in lines more perilous,
especially for those of us with under(Continued on Page 10)
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in-place for over two months. It
was like going to see an annoying former friend - out of guilt.
I’ve always had a tolerate-hate
relationship with working out. I hate
spending my time sweating and
hyperventilating when I could be
lounging in my recliner while watching reruns of “The Andy Griffith
Show.” Then again, health-experts
tell us that regular exercise can
literally add minutes to our eventual
time in hospice.
In my desire to remain a source
of irritation to my wife and three

We pulled up to the hideaway and
saw that we had company - furry
company, wondering what we were
doing in their home and playground.
Mama cat ran away, as always.
The little ones ran after her, except
for one - an orange, clumsy kitten
that complained profusely at our
feet.

Ramblings

(Continued on Page 11)

Our ‘Lithuanian Fish-Finding Dog’ could smell a good catch
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

“What a cute little dog; what kind
of a little dog is that?” asked the
woman fishing with top water lures
from an antique Skeeter bass boat.
That’s not exactly what my
husband, Roy, our Yorkie, George

Memories are made of this
Mutt, and I were expecting to hear
as we broke out of the Cypress
trees and undergrowth swamp
we had been paddling through
on Caddo Lake during our annual
Easter trip with the Houston Canoe
Club.
According to our map, we
thought we’d be in a quiet clearing
not far from camp. On that trip on
Caddo Lake, we were re-energizing

our souls, and George Mutt was
scrambled eggs for breakfast in the
looking for an excuse - any excuse
morning. George was busy running
- to jump in the water on his own
around on his “Mutt Butt Board” - his
fishing expedition.
place in the canoe that Roy had
George loved
fashioned out
the water, and if
of plywood and
I wasn’t paying
outdoor carpet,
close attention to
which fit
him, he would be
between the
out of the boat
thwarts of our
and into the lake
red canoe.
snapping up fish
If you live
- reminiscent of
right, and you’re
Jaws. Roy and I
really lucky, you
were looking for
might be blessed
George takes fishing seriously.
our own place
with a dog like
to fish – since we had not had as
George at least once in your life. He
much luck as George in finding fish
had a human personality and never
that day.
met a stranger. So, when Roy and I
Roy and I were on the hunt for a
greeted the couple fishing, George
good Bream hole so we could have
ran to the side of the canoe closest
(Continued on Page 6)
our traditional fresh Bream and

I wondered why he didn’t take
off with the rest. That’s what they
are supposed to do. Even the two
kittens we rescued last year tried to
take off. I caught up to them, though,
and made them part of our family.
This one just wanted to complain. It
expressed no fear.
Sharon picked it up. With a little
looking in the right place, I determined that it’s a boy. They usually
run. The female feral kittens tend to
venture closer and take a chance on
humans.
I spent months trying to make
friends with a male feral orange cat
that was dumped in our neighborhood a while back. I kept feeding
him closer to the house. He finally
let me pet him. Then very carefully,

(Continued on Page 5)
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How is our community
uniting to handle
the coronavirus?
We highlight some
special people who
are donating their
time and services to
help us through it.
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Can you fry an egg on the sidewalk?
While there may be some heat transfer, frying an egg requires temperatures of at least 158 degrees Fahrenheit. While some areas have soared into
the triple digits at times, that extreme temperature hasn’t been recorded on
Earth. Livescience.com puts this old wives’ tale to rest, explaining that some
kind of solar assist would be required to actually fry an egg on the sidewalk,
even during extremely hot temperatures. Other factors come into play, such
as the fact that light-colored sidewalks reflect more energy than they absorb,
and concrete isn’t a good heat conductor. It may be hot, but it’s not that hot.

True or false?
You’ll catch a cold if you go outside with wet hair.
“Colds are caused by viruses,
and actually viruses don’t necessarily propagate any better in the cold
than they do in warm weather,” said
Russell Vinik, MD of Utah Health
Care, during a University of Utah
Health Sciences radio interview. You
simply can’t get a cold just because
you are outdoors in cold weather—
wet hair or not.
The southwest corner of a basement is the safest when a tornado
strikes.
The southwest corner of a basement isn’t any safer than any other
basement location. NWS makes
it very clear that this tale is false,
noting that tornadoes can move in
any direction. It is best to go to an
interior room in the lowest level of
your home.

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Why we have dental
problems
Q. Crowded teeth, cavities, gum
disease, impacted wisdom teeth why are we humans afflicted with so
many dental problems?
A. “Most other vertebrate creatures
do not have the same problems that
we do,” says dental anthropologist
Peter Ungar in “Scientific American”
magazine. “They rarely have crooked
teeth or cavities. Our fossil forebears
did not have impacted wisdom teeth,
and few appear to have had gum
disease.” The teeth of modern-day
humans are the hardest parts of
our body yet are incredibly fragile, a
contradiction limited to industrial-age
and contemporary populations and
indicative of “a mismatch between
today’s diets and those for which our
teeth and jaws evolved.”
Consider dental caries (cavities),
the most common and pervasive
chronic disease in the world, afflicting
more than nine in 10 Americans and
billions of people across the globe.
The biggest jump in the caries rate
came with the Industrial Revolution
and our modern diets, “unlike any
in the history of life on our planet.”
Highly processed foods are softer
and cleaner, requiring less chewing
to cut the organic film and with fewer

dietary abrasives to smooth areas
where plaque bacteria build up. As
cavities grow, they can overwhelm
the natural defenses of the teeth.
Basically, Ungar explains, “from an
evolutionary perspective, a couple of
centuries is… not nearly enough time
for our teeth to adapt to the changes
in our oral environment wrought by
the introduction of table sugar and
processed foods.”
Memme and vaccine
Q. If you’re a frequent internet
user, you undoubtedly know the
meaning of “meme,” something that
spreads all over the net. But do you
know its origin? And what about the
origin of “vaccine”?
A. Evolutionary biologist Richard
Dawkins created the word “meme”
when he was hunting for an idea-focused counterpart to the concept of a
gene, says David Silverberg in “New
Scientist” magazine, drawing on
the new podcast “Science Diction,”
hosted by Johanna Mayer. Looking
for a word to indicate what happens
when cultural phenomena replicate
themselves over and over, Dawkins
borrowed from the Greek “mimema”
(imitated), blended it with “gene” and
created “meme.”
“Vaccine,” dating back to the
late 18th century, was coined by
British physician Edward Jenner
when testing whether using cowpox
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could prevent the related but deadly
disease smallpox. He gave cowpox to
an 8-year-old boy and then exposed
him to a sample of smallpox, itself a
violation of “about 1000 ethical rules,
but it went down in history as the first
official scientifically documented vaccination,” says Mayer. Jenner drew
on the Latin words “variola” (pustules)
and “vacca” (something from a cow);
hence, “variola vaccine” refers to cow
pustules or cowpox. Despite being
exposed to smallpox dozens of times,
the boy never contracted the disease.
Strange, but true; All good
things must come to an end
In this season of uncertainly, it
might be helpful to remind ourselves
of this paramount fact: As of May
2020, the world’s population was 7.8
billion. If that number doesn’t sound
very big, consider that it would take
someone an estimated 250 years to
count to 7.8 billion out loud.
Looking at the balance of things,
every second about 4 people are
born and 2 people die. As these
numbers add up, we’ll probably reach
9 billion by 2045.
Today’s 7.8 billion people reside in
194 countries and speak some 7,000
languages. A relatively few more are
male than female, with a median age
of 30 years. Most are right-handed.
In the sweep of time, a total 100
billion humans have lived on Earth,
and of these, only 7.8% are living
today. Lucky us!
As we close the book on our
“Strange But True” column, we bid
you, our loyal readers, a fond farewell. We thank you and wish you well
in the coming years.
(Editor’s note: The Bulletin has
bought the rights to more than a
decade’s worth of Strange but True
columns and will continue running
them uninterrupted.)
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

If you enjoy reading
The Bulletin, please
tell your friends
about us or pick
up extra copies for
them. Please let our
advertisers know that
you saw their ads in
The Bulletin.
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The kitten worked very hard to find himself a new home
(Continued from Page 1)

O.K., YOU’VE MADE YOUR POINT, MY DEAR: During a ferocious argument with her live-in boyfriend at 1:30 in the morning, a woman
hit him on the head with a frying pan several times and then ran out into
the driveway of their Chelsea, Mich., home and started stabbing one of
his tires with a butcher knife.
DUDE, I AM SO BAKED: After a gang of Albanian drug dealers
stashed a sealed plastic package of cocaine worth $22,000 in the Tuscan
forest in Italy’s countryside near Montepulciano, a sounder of wild boars
found it, ripped it apart and proceeded to litter the woodlands with the
illegal drugs.
OH WAIT, LET ME GET A CIGARETTE: A trained hypnotist,
who makes “mature” audio tapes, claims that he uses only his voice to
give 5,000 women a day the “most intense” experience of their lives.
THAT’S THE ALTOONA WAY: A physical fight ensued at 10 p.m.
between a 41-year-old woman, her son and his girlfriend, both 20, when
the woman disconnected the Wi-fi service to her home in Altoona, Pa. In
response, the son disconnected the power to the entire house
THAT’S HOW HUNGRY I WAS: A man broke into a bank by
smashing the drive-thru window, and then went into the break room and
used the microwave to heat up his Hot Pockets. As officers took him
away, he told a television news crew, “Hell yeah it was worth it.”
YOU MEAN IT’S NOT MAGIC?: A 21-year-old woman bought her
younger sister a scented wax melting pot and a tealight candle to release
the scent in her room at their home in England. But the younger woman
got upset and confused when she discovered the candle “disappeared”
after burning for four hours. Her older sister explained, “That’s what happens when you burn a candle.”
PLEASE DON’T TELL MY WIFE!: A man claimed that two armed
bandits kidnapped him at a Macon, Ga., CVS, took him to a motel, and
robbed him of $70 in cash and his phone. The cops say the guy, who is
married, actually went to the Regency Inn motel to meet a male street
walker, and the men who met him there robbed him. He was charged with
solicitation.
PLUS, MY DOG SAYS HE’S INNOCENT: Police were dispatched
to an apartment in Broadview Heights. Ohio, because of a report of a
barking dog. An intoxicated woman opened the door with her dog, and
said, “I just got home. How could it be me?”
RISE AND SHINE, YOUR EXCELLENCY: The mayor of of
Tantará, Peru, went drinking with his friends in violation of coronavirus
lockdown rules, and, when the cops showed up, he jumped into an open
casket while wearing a face mask, and pretended to be dead. The officers were not fooled.
BUT A FEW OF THEM ASKED HER TO DINNER: A 66-year-old
female senator in Mexico, who was live on a Zoom meeting with more
than 15 other government officials, started to change her clothes and
exposed herself to them because she didn’t realize the camera was on.

DID YOU KNOW?
• It’s illegal to dress as a Roman Centurion on the streets of Rome.
• Ruth Graves Wakefield, the inventor of the chocolate chip cookie, sold
the recipe to Nestlé Toll House in exchange for a lifetime supply of chocolate.
• Elephants can sense rainfall from 150 miles away.
• People who humblebrag tend to come off as inauthentic and less likable
than people who openly brag, according to researchers from Harvard Business School.
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We’re still leasing
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We named him Red Cat (I know, not
specializes in rescuing cats and
very imaginative). He stayed with us
kittens and another one who takes
he came just inside the garage to
for the rest of his life.
ferals to be spayed or neutered.
eat, then into the adjacent room.
At the hideaway, we put the kitten
It was a long shot, but we tried.
Once he realized that this was a
back with his brothers and sisters
Sharon contacted the feral cat lady,
good place to hang out, he stayed.
and went inside. The next morning,
and they set up a time and date for
He passed away a few years later
he was waiting for us, complaining
both to come out to take the kittens
from an illness.
- alone. The others were hiding by
and trap the mama cat.
Sharon did the same thing with
the shed, where the mama cat was
The kittens would be fostered and
another orange tabby when we
raising them.
then adopted. The mama cat would
were newlyweds living in a Clute
The cats around the shed are
be fixed and then returned to her
apartment complex. The kitten
home - our shed, we were
stayed with his mom and
told. We told her not to
ran when he saw us.
look for the tabby, because
Sharon very slowly gained
we were going to take him.
his confidence, and he
We really had no
started warming up to us.
choice. He was underfoot
Then we heard that the
each time we were outapartment manager got
side. He worked very hard
Animal Control to round
to find himself a home.
up all the stray cats at
Then it was time to
the complex. We called
depart. We put the tabby
Animal Control to see if
the tabby was part of the Lucky explores and disrupts production at The Bulletin. once again with his
siblings. He played with
roundup, because we
well taken care of. The neighthem a little and then came toward
were going to go get him.
bors feed them. I supply the food
us. It was like he was telling them
The kitten was not there. In fact, I
because the cats do a good job
goodbye. They were going to be in
don’t think any of them were there.
keeping the rodents away. But this
good homes, also; they just didn't
Herding cats is not that easy, we
mama cat keeps having kittens.
know it yet.
were told.
The orange kitten was the only
The little tabby is going to have
A few days later, I came home for
tabby in the litter. He has white
a good, long indoor life with us. We
lunch, and the tabby kitten emerged
boots and chest. We took him into
named him Lucky. I know, not too
from the nearby bushes, alone. I
the house. I know, we’re suckers.
imaginative, but the name fits. He
put some food down for him, and he
But the rest of the kittens needed
made his own luck.
very slowly walked into the aparthomes also. We learned of a
I know, we’re suckers, but in a
ment. I had to go back to work, but
woman in the neighborhood who
nice way.
called Sharon to tell her the news.
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The tale of our ‘Fish-Finding Dog’ was the real thing - once
(Continued from Page 1)

to them. He greeted them with his
characteristic “smile” and tail wag.
He knew an audience when he saw
them – and George was always a
ham.
Roy and I, in turn, greeted the
couple in the Skeeter and asked
them how fishing was. The man
told us that they’d had a couple of
bites, a Bream or two and a barely
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FREE
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979-824-0249
LIC.#0S0035161

legal bass. Fishing was not good,
but the couple was friendly, and we
struck up a conversation. George,
of course, was not going to be left
out, and he barked and wagged his
tail in his insistence to be noticed
– hence the lady’s question, “What
kind of a little dog is that?”
In our canoe club, there was
another couple who owned an
unusual dog who often went paddling with them. He was a beautiful soft gray dog with unknown
parentage - but he looked like he
should be some breed of dog. His
owners were asked what kind of
dog he was so often on trips that
they made up a breed for him – a
Lithuanian Canoe Dog. So maybe
that is why when we were asked
what kind of dog George was that I
glibly answered, “Oh, this dog is a
Lithuanian Fish-Finding Dog.”

Breakfast & Lunch Plates,
Gorditas, Barbacoa, Breakfast Tacos
and more!
G
STARTIN
JULY 18

TAQUERIA

Open Every Day
4:30 am - 1:00 pm

979-331-3457
500 W. Mulberry St. , Angleton, TX 77515

“A WHAT?” asked the surprised
fisherman at the controls of the
Skeeter.
All my life, I have thought that
fishing took talent, and just the
right timing. This situation was no
exception. At that moment – as if
it were planned - George ran up to
the gunnels of the boat, smiled, and
pointed with his paw to a location
just in front of the bass boat. Guess
we’d been married too long because
Roy picked up my line of thought,
and replied, “Yeah, a Lithuanian
Fish-Finding Dog. See, if we pass
by someone who’s fishing, and
George likes them, he’ll point to
where he sees the fish – like a
pointer shows where the birds are.
Look, he’s on point now.”
“R-i-g-h-t,” says the doubting
fisherman noting George’s posture,
“and where’s that dog pointing to
now?”
Roy wasn’t about to give up on a
good tale, so he quickly shot a line
down George’s paw, and using his
best fisherman’s instinct, searched
for a likely place in that general
direction where a fish could be
hiding. He saw it, and just as the
lady fisherman drew back her rod to
cast, Roy instructed, “Tell your wife
to cast to that Cypress stump on
your left.”
She looked, shrugged her
shoulders in disbelief and cast that
top-water lure directly over the
Cypress stump in question. As the
lure snaked out across the water
between the boat and the stump,
everything began to move in slow
motion. The lure started its descent
to the stump, and an eight-pound
Black Bass exploded from the lake,
engulfing the lure, which never had
the chance to hit the water. George
excitedly barked his approval as
the lady reared back, screamed in
delight and set the hook. Then the
war was on. The lady reeled for all
she was worth, and that Bass, who
never saw what hooked him and
never had the chance to go down,
tail walked - gills flaring and water
splashing - all the way back to the
Skeeter boat. She landed the catch
of the day.
Sometimes, the truth is just
stranger than fish tales. Those of
us who witnessed the event sat
there in stunned silence for a minute
– after all, we were just telling

tall tales. The man in the Skeeter
bass boat went slack-jawed and
begged, “How much you want for
the dog? I want to buy that dog!!”
George, our loveable fish-finding
dog, made believers out of a couple
of fishermen, and I’ll bet to this day
that there is someone in Uncertain,
Texas, still looking for a Lithuanian
Fish-Finding Dog.
Of course, George was not for

sale – but that fisherman had a
sudden keen interest in “that breed
of dog” – and George, in particular.
I imagine we could have gotten as
much as we wanted for George that
day – but, hey, you can’t sell your
“trained” fish-finding dog.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Before COVID-19, there was Typhoid Mary
(Continued from Page 1)

to her spreading the disease. The
germ theory was just coming into
acceptance, and hand washing was
an important concept of that theory.
Another factor was that she never
accepted the fact that she was a
carrier of typhoid, because she
never felt ill herself.
She has three confirmed deaths
linked to her, but as she changed
aliases often, it is difficult to prove
the 50 deaths they believe were
linked to her.
Mary was placed in mandatory
quarantine twice. The first quarantine ended after 2 years 11 months
on the provision she would no
longer work as a cook but seek
employment as a laundress (at less
than half the pay she received as a
cook).
She obeyed the employment
restriction for about five years and
then began seeking employment as
a cook (again using aliases). Agencies would not place her in private
residences, so she began cooking
in public establishments.
Typhoid cases occurred that were
linked to her employment, but she
began changing places of employment frequently under different
aliases. She was finally found when
she started cooking at The Sloan

Hospital for Women - 25 cases
tipped off the authorities.
She spent 23 years in quarantine
after this. A compassionate doctor
employed her to wash and clean
laboratory equipment during the
latter part of that time. She never
believed she was an asymptomatic
carrier of typhoid.
The key here is asymptomatic
carrier.
Conspiracy theorists, civil libertarians and nonbelievers, who rebel at
wearing face masks and practicing
social distancing, are walking that
same path of denial that Typhoid
Mary did. Think for a moment - for
every unwitting person who is
exposed, how many do they infect?
Is it really such a sacrifice to wear
face masks, wash your hands and
social distance? Please think not
just of yourself but of your loved
ones, friends, and people you bump
into on the streets. If all would follow
these guidelines, we would not have
to endure shutdowns, and isn’t that
something we can all agree on?
Love thy neighbor.
(Edward Forbes wants to
hear from you. Email him at
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send
comments by snail mail to The
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX.
77516.)

Typhoid Mary never got sick, but many with whom she came in contact
with did, and they died.
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Port announces tournament winners
Throughout the month of June,
Port Freeport hosted the 20th
Annual Take-A-Child Fishing Tournament (TACFT) in a virtual format
to protect the health and safety of
our community.
More than 200 local young
anglers registered for the virtual
tournament. In lieu of an entry fee,
the Port committed to donate 10
canned goods per registered angler.
More than 2020 canned goods will
be donated benefiting the Dream
Pantry at the Brazoria County
Dream Center.
The Take-A-Child Fishing tournament was created with the intention
of bringing families in the community together outdoors for a day of
fun-filled memories, and this year
was no exception.
The Port received 58 photo submissions featuring participants and

their catches.
“The generosity of our sponsors
and volunteers have allowed Port
Freeport the opportunity to host this
great community event for 20 years,
and we are glad that we were able
to find a solution to continue the
tradition of providing local families
the opportunity to safely spend
time together outdoors,” said Port
Freeport Executive Director/CEO,
Phyllis Saathoff.
Registrants were divided into
two age groups. Participants that
submitted photos electronically
were entered to win one of the two
top prizes.
Top Prize winners were awarded
a Microsoft Surface Pro 4 tablet with
accessories. Each registrant also
had an opportunity to win one of 20
participation prizes.
Port Freeport would like to thank

everyone who participated and
congratulate this year’s top prize
winners:
Blue Fins Category (Ages 3-8)
Adien Perdue
Yellow Fins Category (Ages 9-14)
Ilysa Cantu
“The commissioners and I would
like to thank the 68 sponsors for
their generosity that continues to
make this event a success year
after year. We were excited to
celebrate 20 years of the tournament with such a great turn out and
thank the participants and families
embracing the virtual format and
sharing your fishing memories with
us,” stated Port Commission Chairman Shane Pirtle.

Yellow Fin top prize winner, Ilysa Cantu, age 14, is shown to left. Blue
Fin top prize winner, Adien Perdue, age 7, is not shown. Yellow Fin
participation prize winner, Nicholas Cortez, age 13, holds his prize.
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Thank you from ActionS

We’re All In This Together

• Thank you Help, Inc. for donating individual bottles of alcohol and alcohol
wipes for our seniors with medical issues. They have been requesting it for
weeks, and we have had absolutely no luck finding it. Fred, you have been
such an incredible supporter of ActionS, and we appreciate you!!
• Thank you to Gary Moore with Pearland City Council for making numerous
trips to Angleton to drop off fresh produce to be delivered to Brazoria County
senior citizens.
• Thank you to Brighter Bites, Houston Food Bank, and Tonni Henson Vale
with the YMCA
for the donating the fresh
vegetables and
fruit to seniors
that cannot get
out during this
pandemic.
• R B Stewart Petroleum
employees have
been donating
groceries for our
seniors for the
last few weeks.
Each Friday
they show up
with boxes of
groceries and a
smile.
Thank you
to everyone on
your team for
helping us feed
homebound
seniors!
Actions is here
Fred
Help Inc. donates supplies to ActionS.
to help seniors. Please
call Ortiz
(979)of
849-6132.

Pearland FD distributes meals to seniors

Dream Center goes where it’s needed

The Dream Center is a community outreach program that goes where
people need help in time of crisis. Food distributions are as follows:
Sweeny (High School): Tuesday 7/21, at 10 a.m.; West Columbia (High
School Stadium): Wednesdays, 7/15 & 7/29 at 9 a.m.; Clute (Intermediate
School): Thursday, 7/23 at 9 a.m.; Holiday Lakes (City Hall): Friday, 7/17 at 9
a.m.; Damon (School): Friday, 7/24 at 9 a.m.; and Shady Acres (First Baptist
Church): Thursday, 7/16, Saturday, 8/15. Wild Peach outreach will return after
the elementary school renovations are completed.
Home Deliveries Available: Seniors (65 years & older) or those who have
a disability and are unable to drive to receive food at our location for your
household. Please contact us at seniors@bcdreamcenter.org or call call (979)
388-0280 and ask for Senior Delivery.

The Pearland Fire Department recently partnered with the Melvin Knapp
Activity Center in helping hand out more than 150 meals to Pearland
seniors. Department volunteers said they enjoyed getting out, meeting
people, and the small talk, all while practicing social distancing.

Dream Center volunteers distribute food at Sweeny High School recently.

Gina Renee's
Catering

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE
MENU EACH WEEK
Search "GinaReneesCatering"
Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at
2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

979-864-9675

ginareneescatering@gmail.com
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Dirk Perrin named new Chevron Phillips plant manager, replacing retiring Wayne McDowell

Chevron Phillips Chemical
Company LP has announced that
Wayne McDowell, plant manager
at Sweeny/Old Ocean Facilities,
has retired after almost 40 years
of service with Chevron Corp. and
Chevron Phillips Chemical. Dirk
Perrin, currently plant manager at
the Qatar Chemical Company joint
ventures in Doha, Qatar, succeeded
him effective July 1.
McDowell began his career in

1981 with Warren Petroleum, a
former division of Chevron Corp.,
where he held positions of increasing responsibility in operations,
maintenance, environment, health
and safety, as well as process
engineering. Since Chevron Phillips
Chemical’s inception, he has
held multiple managerial roles in
manufacturing sites across the Gulf
Coast, with the last decade of his
career in Sweeny.

“Wayne has been instrumental in
continuous improvement of personal
and process safety,” said Bryan
Canfield, senior vice president of
manufacturing. “He has been an
invaluable member of our organization and we have benefited from his
knowledge, leadership and dedication throughout his career. Our
leadership team wishes him and his
wife, Yolanda, a happy and healthy
retirement.”

Want to vote by mail in Brazoria County? Here is how
(Continued from Page 1)

lying conditions.
So, just in case, I thought I would
give voting by mail a test run in the
runoffs.
I voted by mail with some reluctance. I have always enjoyed voting
in person, even when lines were
long and the weather bad. I found it
uplifting to participate in democracy
along with my neighbors.
Voting by mail in Texas is easy…
if you have an excuse.
Under state law, you need to be
disabled or 65 or over to qualify. I
meet both those criteria. Maybe I
should vote twice. Only kidding.
You can also vote early by mail
if you will be out of the county on
election day and during the period
for early in-person voting.
Confined to jail? That qualifies
you to vote by mail as long as you
are otherwise eligible. Thankfully, I
have never been in jail, although the
pandemic has seemingly sentenced
me to home confinement.
After determining that I qualified
for mail voting, I filled out a form
requesting a ballot and sent it in. I
received a packet with the ballot a
few days later. I filled it out, put it in
the provided secrecy envelope and
mailed it. Nothing to it.
Nationwide, the pandemic has
sent officials scrambling to make
sure people can vote safely.
As a result, more states now
offer access to some form of mail
voting to all voters, according to
the nonprofit Open Source Election
Technology Institute.
Texas is one of four states that,
as of this writing, hasn’t expanded
mail voting access because of the
pandemic. Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton has said that the “fear

of contracting Covid-19 does not
amount to a sickness or physical
condition as required by state law.”
Notice the words “fear of.” But
suppose you actually get Covid-19
or are asked to quarantine yourself?
That may qualify you to vote by
mail under the disability provision,
but Lisa Mujica, Brazoria County’s
elections director, advises voters to
make sure they can prove it, in case
questions arise later.
In addition to being a defense
against the virus, there are other
advantages to mail-in voting. Jurisdictions may save money because
they no longer need to staff polling
places and equip each polling place
with voting machines.
Also, some reports indicate that
voter turnout increases because of
the convenience.
I found the main advantage to
voting from home is that I could take
all the time I wanted. I was able
to research the candidates while
voting and didn’t need to memorize
all those candidates in down-ballot
judicial races.
There are critics of mail-in voting.
Some people like the tradition of
voting in person.
Mujica says she had a voter go to
the trouble of getting a mail-in ballot
but then hand-delivered it because
he enjoyed voting in person.
Opponents also say mail-in voting
does not provide the level of security and voter confidence inherent in
polling place voting.
Although studies have found little
evidence of fraud, critics maintain
that ballots can be lost at any stage
of the vote-by-mail process and that
voters outside a polling place can
be more easily coerced into selecting candidates they do not support.

Technology may solve the problem of lost ballots.
Many jurisdictions use ballot
envelopes equipped with intelligent
mail bar codes that enable voters
and election officials to track an
envelope from drop-off to delivery
and processing.
Another potential drawback is that
the swelling number of mailed-in
ballots nationwide may slow the
vote counting in November and not
produce results as fast. As evidenced by a recent election in Kentucky, mailed ballots can make the
process of vote counting unwieldy.
It took a week to determine the
winner.
Top election officials warn that
if the race between Donald Trump
and Joe Biden is anything but a
blowout, the public will need to recalibrate expectations for how quickly
the winner will be determined.
Chris Thomas, who served for 36
years as Michigan’s state director of
elections, told the New York Times:
“I don’t think it matters when you
go to bed – you can stay up as late
as you want, you won’t have an
answer.”
Mujica, who hasn’t yet seen a
spike in mail voting in the county,
reassures voters.
“We will be prepared no matter
what happens,” she said.
Hopefully, come November,
Covid-19 will be under control. I
then won’t need to vote by mail and
once again I can be thrilled by joining my neighbors in line and exercising my right to vote in person.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Perrin, McDowell’s successor,
has been with Chevron Phillips
Chemical for more than 20 years
and has served in various manufacturing roles at the domestic
and international level. For the last
several years, he has held leadership positions within the company’s
global manufacturing organization,
including Pasadena maintenance
manager, Singapore plant manager
and production manager at Qatar
Chemical Company. Perrin holds a

BS in chemical engineering from the
University of Oklahoma.
“Dirk is a proven leader at Chevron Phillips Chemical. His dedication to our safety culture and the
caring spirit we strive to uphold will
serve him well in this new role,” said
Canfield. “He has the competence
and character to continue the strong
safety and reliability performance at
Sweeny/Old Facilities and become
an integral member of the community.”
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the virus if it is already inside, by
But here’s the best part.
blowing it around rooms.
My new whole-home fan will run
Whatever
the
case,
my
goal
is
to
all
night. Its wobbling hum will fill
tioners, which account for about 6
cool my house just as my father did
me with a peacefulness and calm I
percent of all the country’s residenduring my childhood.
knew as a child many years ago.
tial energy use,”, reported The New
With his powerful whole-house
A timer will shut it off before I
York Times. “All that air-conditioning
industrial
fan,
we
got
by
just
fine
wake.
And I’ll awaken again to the
releases about 100 million tons of
without air conditioning - when few
sound of birds chirping, a dewy
carbon dioxide each year.”
of our suburban neighbors had A/C.
coolness in the air.
A/C requires hydrofluorocarbons
He was a master at driving hot,
(© 2020 Tom Purcell. Tom Pur(HFCs) to cool the air. They leak
stale
air
from
our
house.
cell,
author of “Misadventures of
from aging A/C units, and that is bad
The big attic fan sucked hot air
a 1970’s Childhood,” a humorous
for the environment, too.
up and out through a roof vent. A
memoir available at amazon.com, is
“HFCs represent a small portion
window fan in a downstairs beda Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor
of total greenhouse gas emissions,
room
pulled
cool
air
in.My
father
columnist. Send comments to Tom
but they trap thousands of times as
took years to perfect his method,
at Tom@TomPurcell.com.)
much heat in the atmosphere as
but by closing some windows and
carbon dioxide,” according to The
Willis Carrier invented the modern
doors and adjusting others to varyTimes.
air
conditioner in 1902 for the sole
ing
degrees
of
openness,
he
tuned
New reports indicate air conpurpose of protecting paper and ink
our house like a fine violin. He could
ditioning may both prevent and
in a publishing company.
lower the temperature 15 degrees
spread COVID-19. The New York
The first residential air conditionor
more
in
a
matter
of
minutes.
Post says, A/C helps prevent spread
ing
system was installed in 1914. It
He
always
woke
early
and
turned
by bringing fresh air in - but, The
was 7 ft. high, 6 ft. wide, and 20 ft.
the fans off. Every morning, I awakAtlantic says, A/C can help spread
long. Only wealthy people with large
ened to the sound of birds chirping,
homes could afford air conditiona dewy coolness in the air.
ers. Systems cost anywhere from
In any event, by minimizing my
$10,000 to $50,000, which today
central A/C usage, I’ll reduce my
are heavily padded to the point of
would be like paying $120,000 to
electric usage and risk of HFCs
being almost comfortable. In fact, I
$600,000.
leaking into the atmosphere.
sometimes doze off on one of the
machines and have to be awakened by someone’s grandmother
who needs me to move so she can
increase the weight and get her
swole on.
I usually conclude my workout by
doing a few abdominal crunches in
my ongoing and fruitless effort to
develop a six pack. If I push down
hard enough on my abdomen with
my fingers, I can sort of feel the six
pack, but it seems to be stored in
one of those insulated cooler bags for freshness, I guess. Mainly, these
1/2
exercises just make me need to go
to the men’s room on my way out of
the gym.
Although exercising is almost
as punishing as taking my three
teenage daughters to shop for
cosmetics, I know it’s good for me,
and I’m glad to be back in the gym
wishing I were somewhere else.
If you haven’t started your own
post-quarantine workout routine,
I encourage you to visit your local
fitness center. And if you aren’t into
the whole exercise thing, you can
FEEDS 10-12
FEEDS 4-6
DINE-IN TAKE-OUT DRIVE-THRU
always slip into a weight machine
PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
and take a nap.
Copyright 2020 Jase Graves
CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
(Graves is an award-winning
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
humor columnist from East Texas.
Contact Graves at susanjase@
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com
sbcglobal.net.)

I’m following in dad’s footsteps cooling the house without A/C
By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

I’m getting a whole-house attic
fan installed this week - just like the
one my father had installed in my
childhood home - and I cannot wait
to cool my house using his old-time
methods.
I have nothing against air conditioning, mind you. I run my central
unit on summer’s hottest days. I
can’t imagine how unpleasant life
was in Southern states before A/C
brought relief.
Willis Haviland Carrier invented
air conditioning in 1902. Initially
used for industrial purposes, it was
being used for comfort by the mid1920s.
Department stores and movie
houses were among the first to
install A/C. Regrettably, the federal

government soon followed.
Washington, D.C. is a hot, humid
place in summertime. Before air
conditioning, federal agencies routinely shut down when the temperature got too high, giving them that
much less time to think up ways to
spend our money.
In modern times, A/C is a rite of
passage for the emerging middle
class everywhere, particularly in
developing countries.
Europe’s unbearable 2003 heat
wave killed more than 30,000
people. That’s unconscionable in an
era when a window A/C unit costs
$99 at any big box store.
Some say A/C damages the
environment, ironically causing the
Earth to warm.
“As of 2009, nearly 90 percent
of American homes have air-condi-

Gym workout almost as tough as taking 3 daughters shopping
(Continued from Page 1)

Wayne McDowell

Dirk Perrin

Community college makes financial sense
By Carla Fried
Rate.com (TNS)

Families committed to college,
but with the good sense to also
know that cost matters, have long
had motivation to consider community college. The case for community college is even stronger today,
with the economic impact of the
coronavirus crisis upending household finances.
And this is so not about settling.
There are plenty of great careers
that require only a two-year associate’s degree. Or, if the end goal
is a bachelor’s degree, spending
two years at a community college
and then transferring to finish up
a bachelor’s at a four-year public
university can be a financially wily
move, especially if your kid lives at
home for the first two years.
Here is a cheat sheet for this
decision:
College pays off, but that doesn’t
mean it must be from a four-year
school. The median entry-level
salary for someone with a high
school degree last year was
$38,000, according to official
government data. The median entry

level salary for someone with a
two-year associate’s degree was
$55,000.
Sure, a four-year bachelor’s
degree will typically lead to an even
higher salary: $75,000 median starting salary. But here’s where parents
need to push themselves rather
than their kid: If you’re insisting on
a four-year school, and your kid is
resistant, a two-year associate’s
degree might be the goldilocks.
Or it might be the right choice
now if your household is juggling
new financial challenges in this new
recession.
—You might be surprised what
careers don’t require a bachelor’s
degree. Nurses, radiation therapists,
software engineers, IT specialists,
project managers, diagnostic med
techs, to name a few.
If a goal is future earnings potential, it should not be a surprise that
certain majors are the better route
(this would be true for bachelor’s
degrees also). Engineering and
architecture, law enforcement,
firefighting and healthcare-related
associate degrees earn the highest
median salaries.

daughters for as long as possible,
I’ve developed an exercise routine
at the gym that is almost bearable.
First, I’ve found that it’s important
to wear proper athletic attire, which,
for me, means looking like Barney
Fife at an NBA tryout. The long Nike
basketball shorts disguise the fact
that I usually skip “leg day,” and the
tank top ensures that other patrons
can thoroughly evaluate the effectiveness of my deodorant. As an
added bonus, a protective COVID19 face mask hides my identity and
cuts down on the public humiliation
factor. I also wear a pair of workout
gloves so that I can get a better grip
on the exit door handle.
I usually begin my workout with
some intense cardio on a stairmaster/elliptical-type thingy that mimics
the sensation of wishing there was
an escalator nearby. Although I
realize I need to keep my body

moving, I still think these machines
should include some kind of head
rest, preferably with memory foam.
I try to stay motivated on the cardio
equipment by listening to some
inspirational workout music by Van
Halen. My playlist includes songs
like “Ice Cream Man,” “Poundcake,”
and “Somebody Get Me a Doctor.”
Once my legs feel like overcooked fettuccine and I’ve
worked up enough of a sweat to
gross myself out, I head to the
weight-training area. Before I had
children and looked a little less
like Steve Buscemi, I would march
confidently over to the free-weights
to pump some iron and sometimes
pull my groin. But now that my days
of chugging protein powder and
popping my pecs are over, I rely on
the weight machines that are less
likely to crush my esophagus.
The feature I appreciate most
about these contraptions is that they

PARTY PACK
$

.

.

9599

1 lbs. Brisket
1lb. Sausage
2lbs. Ribs
2 Whole Chickens
6 pints of
Sideorders
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Ever see a waitress do a
touchdown dance?
Former NFL receiver Chad Johnson left his server Catalina a $1,000
tip on his $37.40 bill after dining at
Havana’s Cuban Cuisine in Cooper
City, Florida — the football equivalent of a 160-point PAT.
“Congrats on re-opening, sorry
about the pandemic, hope this
helps. I LOVE YOU,” Johnson
wrote on the credit-card slip.
Football 101
Bills defensive tackle Ed Oliver
was arrested on charges of driving
while intoxicated after Houston
Police say they pulled his car over
and discovered an open beer
between his legs. Or, for you football purists, in the 1-gap.
Double Entendre of the
Month
Cornerback Quinton Dunbar,
speaking to reporters just hours
before a warrant was issued for
his arrest, on getting traded to the
Seahawks: “You just want to feel
wanted at the end of the day.”

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Heard in passing
eSports vet Raidel “Joke” Brito,
26, finally captured his first Madden
Bowl championship May 16 — without throwing a single pass in the
entire tournament.
Somewhere, you just know,
Woody Hayes is smiling.
$ome $hoe$
A pair of Michael Jordan’s gameworn “Air Jordan 1” sneakers sold
at auction for a record $560,000.
They were the GOAT’s, all right:
The shoes were his preferred sizes
— one a 13, the other a 13 1/2 —
and the tongues were still hanging
out.
Just plain nuts
Ohio State, among its contingencies amid the coronavirus
pandemic, is bracing for football
games in its 102,780-seat stadium
with socially-distanced crowds of
20,000-22,000.
In other words, they’d schedule a
Buckeyes home game, and a Rice
home game breaks out.
Cash and Carrey
Patriots owner Robert Kraft’s
championship ring from Super Bowl

LI — the one in which “we were
down 28-3 and had 99.6% (odds)
to lose — was sold at auction for
$1.025 million to an undisclosed
bidder.
Just guessing on the lucky
winner here, but … Lloyd Christmas?
Gold digger
Iowa’s women’s volleyball program must vacate 33 wins over two
seasons and was placed on NCAA
probation for one year because
since-fired coach Bond Shymansky
gave an incoming player $2,000.
Or, as Hawkeyes apologists tried
to spin it, the mother of all reception
errors.
Wildcats gone wild
The University of Kentucky —
winners of 24 national cheerleading
championships in the past 35 years
— dismissed the team’s adviser
and entire coaching staff after an
investigation revealed a culture of
hazing, public nudity and alcohol
use during team retreats.
In keeping with the theme, they’ll
get paid a total severance of $2.50
in four installments — 2 bits, 4 bits,

What Are Your Plans For The Lord’s Day?

Sunday is the first day of the week and it is the day of the Bible sets
aside for Christians to worship. Now that quarantine restrictions are
being lifted across the state, we would like to cordially invite you to join
us on Sunday and Wednesday for worship and Bible studies.
In the first century the Bible tells us that Christians continued “Steadfastly in the apostles doctrine, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and
prayers” (Acts 2:42). Worshiping God on Sunday Is one of the hallmarks of the Christian faith. Paul the apostle assembled with the Saints
on the first day of the week in Troas (Acts 20:7).
Sunday is also the day when Christians practiced sacrificial giving (1
Corinthians 16:1-2), and observed the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians
11:23-26). We also sing hymns of praise when we assemble together
(Ephesians 5:19).
Why not use your newly acquired freedom to move about to join us
this week as we worship the Lord?
Church of Christ • 306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486
Services
Sunday: 9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
Phone: (979) 583-2175

6 bits, a dollar.
All dolled up
South Korea soccer club FC
Seoul got fined $82,000 after about
20 plastic dolls — all wearing
masks and some holding signs —
were substituted for live fans in the
stands a 1-0 win over Gwangju FC.
So what’s next, EPL clubs using
inflatable hooligans?
In wheel trouble
NASCAR fined six crew chiefs
after postrace inspectors at Darlington discovered loose lug nuts on

their cars.
As in $10,000 per nut — and you
thought cashews were expensive?
Going viral
— Cardinals third baseman Matt
Carpenter, via Twitter: “I miss rain
delays … I miss getting jammed in
cold weather .. I miss batting gloves
… I miss long replay reviews that
don’t get overturned even though
he was safe … I miss umpires …
I miss long flights at 3 a.m. after a
tough loss … I miss the shift … i do
… I miss it all.”

We should not be hypersensitive to criticism

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
bread, dessert.
Menu subject to change. No
Monday, July 20: Chicken
dine-in currently.
pot pie, cheese cauliflower, beets,
Wednesday, July 15: BBQ
watermelon, slice bread, dessert.
Chicken, rice broccoli casserole,
Tuesday, July 21: Chickcheese cauliflower, zucchini
en-fried steak/gravy, corn, peas,
& tomatoes, pears & cottage
slaw, garlic toast, dessert.
cheese, cornbread, dessert.
Meals on wheels available - call
Thursday, July 16: Sweet &
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low
sour meatballs, rice, corn, green
sugar meals available - call before
beans, slaw, garlic sticks, dessert.
8 a.m. Take-out should be called
Friday, July 17: Enchiladas,
in by 10:30 to be picked up at 11
Spanish rice, red beans, carrots,
a.m.
pears & cottage cheese, corn-

MR. MORRIS
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By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: How can I stop worrying
about what people think of me?
-- P.P.
A: We must not have a victim
mentality. Excessive sensitivity to what others say about us
can cause us to become overly
absorbed in worry and anxiety
over other people’s opinions
based on their own self-subscribed
standards.
We should not be hypersensitive to criticism or entertain an
exaggerated sense of our own
importance. This brings great
unhappiness. Some people are
insecure, lacking in self-confidence, and are therefore easily
bruised by what other people say.
Many egocentric people fall victim.
An illustration is the paranoid
person who sees two acquaintances talking together and jumps
to the conclusion that they are
discussing her faults. She retreats
into the torture chamber of her
own mind, where she manufactures misery. Run from paranoia
as you would run from a plague.
But the greatest solution to this
very real problem is to surrender
to Christ. Turn from self-absorption
to being immersed in God’s truth.
The most important thing anyone
can do on their own behalf is to be

humble before the Savior and ask
forgiveness of sin and receive Him
as the Lord. He sends His Spirit to
help us through this journey. More
important than what people think
of us is what God knows about us,
and His word tells us that “all have
sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23). But He is
waiting to hear our confession. He
is waiting to redeem us and give
us a new life in Christ. “Repent
therefore and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, so
that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord”
(Acts 3:19).
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Bulletin horoscope
ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Make
the most of your spare time. Use
it to be constructive and diligent,
as free time may come at a premium later in the week. Prioritize
responsibilities to be sure to get
things done.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20):
You may have an urge to walk
on the wild side, but some minor
changes may be all it takes to
relieve apathy or boredom. Stay
with what has been proven good
for you and don’t throw the baby
out with the bathwater.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Go all in or don’t go at all. You
will enjoy activities more if you
fully commit to being a part of the
festivities rather than hesitating to
become involved. Overthinking a
problem might make it seem more
difficult.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Believe it when you see it. Do not
rely on promises or assurances
from someone until you have
concrete evidence in front of you.
You will fare better when you do
not seek outside help for your
projects.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You
can lead a horse to water, but
you cannot make it drink. Point
someone in the right direction but
don’t bend over backward or try
to force the issue if they are not
ready. Rely on your own skills to
succeed.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
There is a time and place for
everything. Make sure of this
through the careful planning of
your schedule for the coming
week. Too much spontaneity could
use up needed time and leave you
struggling to catch up.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.):
Build a strong foundation. Your
judgment may be slightly off
today, so get information and
advice from as many sources
as possible. Friendships should
stand on their own and not be
subject to conditions.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Remember that it’s often the
thought that counts. Be gracious
when someone offers a token of
esteem, even if it’s something you
do not really care to receive. Don’t
let the heat of competition make

your temper boil.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Let your imagination run wild.
Daydreaming about excitement
and adventure can be the next
best thing to being there. Show
that you really mean business
when the workweek begins.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): You may be setting the bar
too high. Ideals are for you to
strive for; if you hold others to
impossible expectations, it creates
disappointment on both sides.
Accept others for who they are
and don’t be judgmental.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): Winning isn’t everything.
You shouldn’t get so caught up in
competing that you forget to enjoy
yourself and others. Concentrate
on friendship and fun and don’t
worry about who is the best.
PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20):
Make tea for two. Give a special
someone your undivided attention
this Sunday and find something
to do that you can both enjoy.
Have it your way today, as free
time could be scarce in the week
ahead.

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Decorative border
10 Business investment?
14 Regardless
15 Black-and-white vegetarian
16 Black-and-white
17 One putting two and two
together
18 Exit discreetly
19 Ivory, e.g.

21 Unannounced, as a quiz
22 Beyond silly
23 Corroded
26 Protect against harm, in a way
30 It’s about 40.5 for Pittsburgh,
Pa.
31 Inspiration for a red shade
32 Tirana is its cap.
33 One of ten in the Kentucky
Derby

History of the World On This Day
July 14
1911 - Harry N. Atwood landed
an airplane on the lawn of the
White House to accept an award
from U.S. President William Taft.
1914 - Robert H. Goddard patented liquid rocket-fuel.
1933 - All German political
parties except the Nazi Party were
outlawed.
1967 - Eddie Mathews (Houston
Astros) hit his 500th career home
run.
July 15
1870 - Georgia became the last
of the Confederate states to be
readmitted to the Union.
1876 - George Washington
Bradley of St. Louis pitched the first
no-hitter in baseball in a 2-0 win
over Hartford.
1885 - In New York, the Niagara
Reservation State Park opened.
1916 - In Seattle, WA, Pacific
Aero Products was incorporated by
William Boeing. The company was
later renamed Boeing Co.

July 16
1926 - The first underwater color
photographs appeared in “National
Geographic” magazine. The pictures
had been taken near the Florida
Keys.
1935 - Oklahoma City became
the first city in the U.S. to install
parking meters.
1945 - The United States detonated the first atomic bomb in a test
at Alamogordo, N.M.
July 17
1821 - Spain ceded Florida to the
U.S.
1866 - Authorization was given to
build a tunnel beneath the Chicago
River. The three-year project cost
$512,709.
1955 - Disneyland opened in
Anaheim, CA.
July 18
1927 - Ty Cobb set a major
league baseball record by getting
his 4,000th career hit. He hit 4,191
before he retired in 1928.
1936 - The first Oscar Meyer

Wienermobile rolled out of General
Body Company’s factory in Chicago,
IL.
July 19
1946 - Marilyn Monroe acted in
her first screen test.
1960 - Juan Marichal (San
Francisco Giants) became the first
pitcher to get a one-hitter in his
major league debut.
1984 - Geraldine Ferraro was
nominated by the Democratic Party
to become the first woman from a
major political party to run for the
office of U.S. Vice-President.
July 20
1944 - U.S. President Roosevelt
was nominated for an unprecedented fourth term of office at the
Democratic National Convention in
Chicago.
1969 - Apollo 11 astronauts Neil
Armstrong and Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr.
became the first men to walk on the
moon.
1976 - America’s Viking I robot
spacecraft landed on Mars.
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34 “Gr8 joke!”
Complete the grid so each row, column
35 Classroom no-no
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
37 Where le nez is
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
38 Typical ham feature
39 More twisted
40 Cleared the room, perhaps
41 Inc. magazine subject
42 A museum in Pesaro, Italy,
marks his birthplace
45 Alternative histories
49 Possible response to “I raise”
50 Words seen before a dollar sign
52 Filmmaker’s __ light
53 Only you
54 Casual food
55 Formal choice
DOWN
1 Swinging joints?
2 Organic compound
3 Landlocked African country
4 Fragment
5 Business VIP
6 Freeze
7 Careful handling
8 Union foe in the 19th cen.
9 Not woody, to a botanist
10 Tearjerker
11 Command following “Oops!”
12 Flash, maybe
13 Weather protection
15 Downtown challenge
20 Reason for a misunderstanding
22 Black arts practitioner
23 Make law
24 Quran deity
25 Stand with a leaf
26 Jefferson and others
27 Dancer posthumously awarded
the Presidential Medal of Freedom
in 2014
28 Govt. issue
29 Pot-using sportsman
31 2K, say
33 Tailor’s service
36 Many Aberdeen residents
37 Harness racer
39 Withdrew gradually
41 Piece
42 Casino tool
43 Paella cooker
44 Clothing opening
45 Clothing material
46 Off
47 Bellyache
48 Gets it
51 “Excusez-__”
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Jumbles: LLAMA FOAMY SUDDEN LIKELY
Answer: The garbage dump overflowed when the -- LAND FILLED
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It’s hot and sunny, and COVID-19 didn’t go away

By Matthew Diasio

The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) (TNS)

It’s the first week of summer,
and despite rumors and proclamations from some public figures, the
coronavirus is still here despite
the warmer weather.
As summer plans adjust to a
growing pandemic, it’s important
to understand why people still
need to take caution against
COVID-19.
Many infectious diseases are
seasonal, so it’s not unreasonable
to wonder if COVID-19 could be
as well. Flu famously begins to
increase in the fall and spike in
the winter. But understanding why
a disease is seasonal can be hard
work.
The cause for the flu season
is still not fully understood. Some

doctors attribute it to human behavior, as people spend more time
closer together indoors in colder
weather. Other theories suggest the
weather causes important physical
changes.
For instance, studies show flu
viruses are more easily spread in
colder, drier air. But there’s some
doubt over whether this is because
of a trait of the flu virus or because
the lungs may be more vulnerable
to infection in those conditions. And
in tropical environments, flu is actually a year-round disease, and may
spread more easily in moist air.
New studies show breathing in
the coronavirus is the main way
it spreads, and touching contaminated objects is less likely to infect
someone. If two people are close
together, breathing in the same air,

it doesn’t give a hot day much time
to kill the virus.
This is also the problem with
sunlight. While it’s thought that
ultraviolet, or UV, light can kill
the virus, a sunny day won’t stop
COVID-19. The most energetic kind
of UV light that could kill the virus in
a short amount of time is also the
UV light most blocked out by the
atmosphere.
Humans having no previous
exposure, and therefore no immunity, to the coronavirus is likely
to be more important for how the
pandemic plays out in the next few
months.
Two different coronaviruses that
cause colds are seasonal because
they don’t provide lifelong immunity.
The cold-causing coronaviruses are
globally spread, so people routinely

Neal Brandenburg walks by a mural painted by artist Sara Sandoval
on Traction Avenue near 3rd Street in Los Angeles. (Mel Melcon / Los
Angeles Times/TNS)

The oil that causes poison ivy rash and how to treat it
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Poison ivy rash is caused by an
allergic reaction to an oily resin
called urushiol (u-ROO-she-ol). This
oil is in the leaves, stems and roots
of poison ivy, poison oak and poison
sumac.
Wash your skin right away if
you come into contact with this
oil, unless you know you’re not
sensitive to it. Washing off the oil
may reduce your chances of getting
a poison ivy rash. If you develop
a rash, it can be itchy and last for

weeks.
You can treat mild cases of poison
ivy rash at home with soothing lotions
and cool baths. You may need prescription medication for a rash that’s
severe or widespread — especially if
it’s on your face or genitals.
Signs and symptoms of a poison
ivy rash include: Redness; Itching;
Swelling; Blisters; Difficulty breathing,
if you’ve inhaled smoke from burning
poison ivy.
Often the rash looks like a straight
line because of the way the plant

brushes against your skin. But if you
come into contact with a piece of
clothing or pet fur that has urushiol on
it, the rash may be more spread out.
You can also transfer the oil to other
parts of your body with your fingers.
The reaction usually develops 12 to
48 hours after exposure and lasts two
to three weeks.
The severity of the rash depends
on the amount of urushiol that gets on
your skin. A section of skin with more
urushiol on it may develop a rash
sooner.

HEALTH AND HOME
get reinfected after their immunity
fades away over time.
Depending on how the pandemic plays out, there’s a chance
COVID-19 could end up becoming a
seasonal disease.
It’s possible COVID-19 could
mutate to dodge the original immunity a vaccine provides, similar to
how seasonal flu changes.
The more widespread and
established COVID-19 becomes,
the harder it will be to eliminate.

If the coronavirus becomes
established in other species,
they could act as a reservoir that
reinfects people even after the
current pandemic of human-tohuman transmission ends.
If COVID-19 can’t be eliminated and becomes a seasonal
disease, it’s hard to predict what
it may look like. The seasonal
cold-causing coronaviruses
started to infect humans in the
1800s.
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