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Kids need
old fashioned
fantasy ...
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On the subject of fantasy, Dr.
Seuss, an authority on practically
everything of any importance,
said this: “Fantasy is a necessary
ingredient in living; it’s a way of
looking at life through the wrong
end of a telescope.”
Many of my Creative Writing
students would be in complete
agreement
with the good
doctor. Since
I’ve been
teaching that
course, they
have submitTHE WORDSMITH ted stories by
the hundreds
set in imaginary locales peopled
– or creatured – by giants, fairies,
sprites, trolls, and sundry other
odd folk. They’ve created their
own laws of physics for their
tales, involving going invisible,
taking flight, teleporting, spellcasting and such.
And even after having waded
through all those sagas – some
good; some not so good – I still
agree with Dr. Seuss. I always
do. On the last day of class
every year, I send my graduating seniors off into the world
with one of his best quotes: “You
have brains in your head. You
have feet in your shoes. You can
steer yourself any direction you
(Continued on Page 7)

Brazoria
County parks

Campers examine their
findings together in a
concentrated pool on
Quintana Beach. For more
details and county parks
news, turn to pages 10-11.

...Today’s kids need taste of parents’ 1970s summertime
By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

Ah, summer is upon us.
That means the media are
publishing a spate of articles that
offer tips to parents on how to
make their kids go outside and play
- some of the articles encourage
parents to let their kids experience
a 1970s childhood.
I grew up in the Pittsburgh suburbs in the 1970s, and it truly was a
glorious time to be a kid in America.
We went on bike hikes deep into
the hills, visiting the game reserve
in the county park to feed the buf-
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Find out everything you
ever wanted to know
about sharks

SEE PAGE 8

falo (there really were buffalo there!)
Or we’d find the steepest hill and
race to the bottom.
Some days, we’d play baseball
from dawn until dinner. Or we’d
go down to the creek and build a
dam out of rocks, then catch frogs,
crayfish and minnows.
One of my favorite activities was
building shacks and forts. With all
the new houses going up nearby,
we were able to scarf some scrap
materials and use our imagination
to design and build our own little
dreams.
Or we’d dabble in a little mischief.

It was a primitive hunting instinct
that led us to whip rotten pears at
moving cars. Every once in a while,
a driver would screech to a halt,
cuss, then chase after us. We’d
escape by running through a dark,
500-foot creek aqueduct that ran
under the neighborhood.
The only real rules for kids then
were that we were given lots of trust
until we messed up, and that we
had to be home for dinner.
I still hear my father’s booming
voice ricocheting off the hills: “Tom,
dinner! Tom, dinner!” Some families
(Continued on Page 6)

As I’ve aged, I’ve started
getting direct mail promotions
targeting senior citizens for
about everything. Including burial
insurance, gold and “fountain of
youth” pills.
If I needed burial insurance,
I sure wouldn’t buy it from an
unsolicited brochure that lands in
my mailbox.
But a lot of
people get
taken in by
these offers.
The elderly
are getting
fleeced in
RAMBLINGS some pretty
shady ways,
and more often than not they are
scared into buying.
How about some gold?
Why would companies even
offer you the opportunity to buy
their gold when their commercials cite horrible economic times
on the horizon.
If those hard times really were
ahead of us, wouldn’t those
companies want to keep their
gold to protect themselves rather
than sell it to you for currency
that, according to their own ads,
is being threatened and may
become worthless?
If I owned a lot of gold and
someone told me that the dollar
would soon be tanking, why
would I want to sell anyone my
gold?
While many older people are
not all that computer-savvy, they
watch TV and read. Which is
(Continued on Page 4
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Chocolate may be good medicine for reducing the risk of an irregular heartbeat, study says
By Karen Kaplan

Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Medical researchers have identified a compound that may reduce
your risk of a dangerous type
of heart rhythm that can lead to
strokes, dementia, heart failure and
early death.

In a study of more than 55,000
Danish men and women who were
tracked for up to 16 years, people
who used this compound were up to
20 percent less likely to experience
the heart condition. In general, the
higher the dose, the lower the risk.
What is this wonder drug?

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED, SOMEONE ARRESTED: A guest sparked a major brawl
at a wedding reception in Leichhardt, Australia, after he got drunk and
started groping women, including the best man’s girlfriend. A half-a-dozen
guys gave the guy a pounding, and then the cops showed up and put an
end to it.
“DOWN ON YOUR KNEES!” A sexually oriented club, which
opened up in Nashville, got itself licensed as a church to get around
zoning laws. City officials discovered this when law enforcement raided
the place and didn’t see anyone praying.
THEN ALL OF A SUDDEN, COPS EVERYWHERE: A man was
arrested for drunken driving after he pulled into the parking lot of the
State Police Academy in Albany, and then got out of his car and took a
nap in the grass.
THE OFFICERS ALSO REQUESTED A BUNCH OF HOSTESS TWINKIES FOR SOME REASON: Police raided a party in
Plymouth Township, Mich., which a girl had thrown while her parents
were out of town. The home was so full of marijuana smoke that officers
had to periodically step outside for fresh air.
WHY IS EVERYONE STARING AT US? Two men, who planned
a smash-and-grab raid on a jeweler in Ramsgate, England, donned dark
coats, ski masks and hoodies to conceal their identities. They then circled
the business several times on a moped at 9:30 in the morning, but their
bulky outfits were so conspicuous that four bystanders called the cops
before they even got inside.
I KEEP SEEING CATS, DUDE, LOTS OF CATS! A drug addict
brought her pet rat, named Snuggles, to police because the animal ate
heroin off of a table in her home in Vancouver, British Columbia, and suffered an overdose.
SO THERE YOU HAVE IT; CASE CLOSED: A woman told police
that, as she passed a ventriloquist and his dummy outside a pub in Brinklow, England, the dummy made offensive suggestive comments to her.
The ventriloquist explained to officers that his dummy “doesn’t talk,” and
therefore couldn’t have made the remarks.
OOH, LOOK WHAT THE EASTER BUNNY LEFT ME: A child
was sent to school in Shawnee, Okla., with a marijuana cigarette accidentally placed in his Easter basket. This resulted in a raid at the child’s
home that resulted in 10 arrests for drug offenses.
BUT IT’LL TEACH THOSE MARSUPIALS A LESSON: A man,
who tried to smoke some opossums out of his home in Lancaster, Pa.,
burned the place to the ground.

Chocolate.
Ingredients in chocolate are
known to counteract some of these
problems. Chocolate contains flavanols that can prevent the kind of
inflammation that can lead to tissue
damage. They may counteract clots
that could form when an irregular
heartbeat allows blood to pool in the

heart.
The results were published in the
journal Heart.
Before you head out to the candy
aisle, know this: More research is
needed. And chocolate is full of
sugar, fat and calories. But moderate intake of chocolate with high
cocoa content may be a healthy
choice, researchers concluded.
You can read more at latimes.com/
health.

Fermented beverages made from
chocolate date back to 1900 BC.
The Aztecs believed that cacao
seeds were the gift of Quetzalcoatl,
the god of wisdom, and the seeds
once had so much value that they
were used as a form of currency.

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks,
cashiers. $8.25/hour
and up. (979) 798-9101
or apply in person.

RED TOP RESTAURANT
Hwy. 36, Brazoria
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Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
SPEEDY BRAINS
Q. This is the ultimate in
getting the job done fast and in
time, in time meaning less than
24 hours of lapse. Any thoughts
on this one? Clue: You can bank
on it.
A. It’s the ultimate “hurry up
and wait,” since the brain from a
deceased donor must arrive at the
Harvard Brain Tissue Resource
Center within 24 hours, says Sean
O’Neill in “New Scientist” magazine.
Average time is more like 17 hours,
“incredibly fast given the brain has
to be removed intact and transported from anywhere in the U.S.”
Then Jorge Tejada and his team
weigh it (average 1.4 kilograms, or
3 pounds), slice it in half and rinse
the hemispheres in sterile saline.
One half is cut into slices from front
to back, key structures are removed
with a scalpel, and the slices are
placed between two plates of
Teflon-coated aluminum and frozen
in seconds with dry ice and liquid
nitrogen, minimizing damage to
tissue. The other half is soaked in
formalin for several weeks to fix it
before being examined and dissected by a pathologist and stored
at room temperature until needed
for research.
Asked if the brain bank holds any

famous brains, Tejada said: “Every
brain here is famous. Everyone
here is somebody, so we take our
hats off and say thank you.”
WHY WHEELS HAD TO BE
INVENTED
Q. Life on Earth is wonderfully diverse in all its forms and
processes. There are walkers,
runners, flyers, swimmers, crawlers and on and on. But why aren’t
wheels included in the locomotion mix?
A. First, consider the daunting
biomechanical problems of evolving
rotating muscles and veins, says
Charles Cockell in “Physics Today”
magazine. Then, too, “wheels have
an inherent problem in that they are
limited in the landscapes they can
navigate. They cannot overcome
obstacles with a height greater than
their radius unless they are lifted
up.” At the human scale, legs are far
more efficient for getting from here
to there despite barriers and for
traversing terrains such as sand or
wet soil that are extremely difficult
for wheel movement.
However, in regions of the world
with flat dry plains, dung beetles
push balls of dung and tumbleweed
balls roll across the landscape.
“Biology does explore spheres and
wheel-like architecture in places that
offer the potential for their success
for rapid transport.”
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THIS CRAB HAS QUITE
A GRIP
Q. You don’t want to shake
hands with this crab, advises
“Science News” magazine. Why
not?
A. Because this large coconut
crab can snap its left claw as
hard as a lion can bite, says the
magazine’s Susan Milius. According
to Okinawan researcher Shin-ichiro
Oka, the shy crab doesn’t attack
people unprovoked, but when he
was getting one to grip a measurement probe, his hand was pinched
twice, thankfully without breaking
any bones. But, said Oka, “although
it was just a few minutes, it felt like
eternal hell.” The strongest claw
grip measured a force of about
1,765 newtons, “worse than crushing a toe under the force of the full
weight of a fridge.” By way of comparison, a lion’s canines bite with
about 1,315 newtons, with some of
its molars topping 2,000 newtons.
Coconut crabs begin their lives
in seawater in the western Pacific
and Indian Oceans. Eventually they
move to dry land where they live
for 50 years, maybe even double
that number, yet they’d drown if
forced back into water for too long.
Adult males and females use their
powerful left claw “for dismembering
whatever the omnivorous scavengers find: roadkill and other dead
stuff, innards of palm trees and
nuts” — and also coconuts.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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Companies that fleece the elderly rely on fear tactics and promises of a long and healthy life
(Continued from Page 1)

why mail outs are still an effective
marketing tool to target them.
Which is why after turning a
certain age, the junk mail keeps
coming, some less believable than
others. Many older Americans
have medical complications, and
the scams that come through the
mail looking as legitimate products,
exploit that.
A couple of mail-outs grabbed
my attention. One is a pamphlet
called “Future of Medicine.” Right
under the title there is a question:
“Can you regrow and replace sick
and old organs like this starfish?”
The answer is: “Experts say yes.”
What would most older people
want if there was some way to make
it possible, like taking a pill? That’s
right – good health and vitality, for a
long time.
This product promises that, and

more. “A new body inside and out
in just 90 days?” If you buy these
capsules.
No more kidney, heart or any
other organ problems. No more
back pain, no more need for surgery, no more memory loss, arthritis,
ringing ears and whatever ailments
you must have. Heck, you may
not even have to die, since your
cells are being regenerated by this
fountain of youth pill.
Another example from the junk
mail pile. This one is titled “Cardio
Health Today.”
“Take two little red pills and call
me when you’re 100 years old,”
screams the headline. Another
miracle drug. Who wouldn’t want
to live to be 100? This pill, which is
really only another dietary supplement, will do the trick?
“Frank’s friends can’t believe how
old he is,” reads another headline.

“Harvard scientist discovers a
nutrient that supports vitality and
targets the signs of aging throughout your body…”
These schemes have been
around for a very long time in some
shape or form, but you don’t have
to fall victim to them. Use some
common sense, and just think. If it
only took a couple of pills daily to
live to 100 or revitalize your cells,
wouldn’t everybody be doing it
already? If it looks too good to be
true, it is too good to be true.
Whether it’s pills, or a reverse
mortgage scam, or solicitation for
large donations, don’t fall for any of
it. And don’t be embarrassed to talk
about it, urges the National Council
for Aging.
“You are not alone, and there
are people who can help. Doing
nothing could only make it worse.
Keep handy the phone numbers

and resources you can turn to,
including the local police, your bank
(if money has been taken from your
accounts), and Adult Protective
Services.
“To obtain the contact information for Adult Protective Services
in your area, call the Eldercare

Locator, a government sponsored
national resource line, at: 1-800677-1116, or visit their web site at:
www.eldercare.gov.”
Two pills a day to live to 100?
Really? So, who needs burial insurance, anyway? Hand me the whole
bottle.

Panama offers Cuban migrants $1650,
plane ticket and permission to return

El Nuevo Herald (TNS)

Panama’s deputy minister of public security has made a final offer to
Cuban migrants staying at a temporary shelter in that nation: $1,650, a plane
ticket to Havana and a multiple-entry visa that would give them legal entry to
visit the Central American nation.
The government’s offer — an attempt to resolve the plight of U.S.-bound
Cubans who got stranded in Panama after the “wet foot, dry foot” immigration policy ended in January — is limited to those staying at the shelter in
Gualaca in the western province of Chiriqui.
“The option I am going to present is a voluntary repatriation process. It is
the way to obtain a visa to return to Panama legally and have seed capital to
procure a different future for you and your family,” Jonathan del Rosario told
more than 100 Cubans gathered in the dining room at the Gualaca shelter.
The financial aid, for those who accept the offer, will be provided at the
airport, before they board the flight to Havana. It is intended to help them
launch a private enterprise that would allow them to become self-employed.
Those who opt out may return to the country where they entered Panamanian territory or continue as undocumented migrants.
“You have free will,” del Rosario said. “Panama and Cuba have diplomatic
relations, and this option has been done in consultation with representatives
of the consulate and the Cuban Embassy in the country.”
The migrants have until July 31 to accept the proposal.
The Cubans at the shelter are among 128 who were taken there in April,
after the government closed a facility in Panama City run by the Catholic
Church’s Caritas agency. Nine have since fled the Gualaca shelter.
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Did you know about blood pressure?

• Normal is considered less than 120 for systolic pressure and less than
80 for diastolic pressure. Prehypertension is 120-139 for systolic and/or
80-89 for diastolic pressure. Stage 1 hypertension is 140-159 and/or 90/99
for diastolic pressure. Stage 2 hypertension is 160 or higher and/or 100 or
higher.
• How can you reduce your risk of high blood pressure?
1.Maintain a healthy weight; 2.Reduce salt intake; 3.Eat a diet high in
fruits and vegetables; 4.Exercise; 5.Monitor your blood pressure.
• Only 13 percent of American women consider cardiovascular disease
their greatest health threat; however, statistics show that no other disease
claims as many women’s lives as heart disease.
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Today’s youth could use a taste of parents’ 1970s summertime of playing outside until dinner
(Continued from Page 1)

used bells or horns to call their kids
home.
And summer dinners were
grand. My father grilled up chicken
or pork chops, while my sisters and
I brought the salad, vegetables
and potato salad out from the

kitchen. My mother made sun tea
most days, and after several hours
exploring the woods, those summer
dinners always hit the spot.
After dinner, we’d listen to
broadcaster Bob Prince announce
the Pirates’ games - “You can kiss
it goodbye!” he’d say when Wilver

My Answer by Billy Graham

Pray for cousin who refuses to acknowledge God
Q: My cousin wants nothing
to do with God. If he were a bad
person or had messed up his life,
then maybe he’d realize he needs
God. But he’s not this way, and
he just laughs at me and says he
doesn’t see any reason to bother
with God. How can I convince
him otherwise? — A.G.
A: You may not be able to
convince him; it’s very hard to persuade an independent, successful,
self-sufficient person that he or she
really needs God. Their problem is
pride — and pride refuses to make
room for faith.
But God can convince him, and
that’s one reason why you should
pray for him. Remember: God can
do what we can’t do — and that
includes persuading someone
of their need for Christ. God has
promised to work in the lives of
others through His Holy Spirit,
overcoming their resistance and

pointing them to Christ’s truth and
life-changing power. Jesus said,
“When he (the Holy Spirit) comes,
he will prove the world to be in the
wrong about sin and righteousness
and judgment” (John 16:8).
Does this mean you can’t have
an influence on your cousin? No,
of course not. God can use your
words; as you have opportunity,
share your concern with him, and
express how serious it is to ignore
God. He needs God now — and
he also needs Him for eternity. The
Bible says, “Nothing in all creation
is hidden from…. the eyes of him
to whom we must give account”
(Hebrews 4:13).
But God can also use your
example to convince him he needs
Christ. Is Jesus real to you, and
does He influence the way you
live? Ask God to help you be a
living demonstration of Christ’s
transforming power to your cousin,
so he’ll face honestly his own need
for Him.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

“Willie” Stargell smacked one into
the upper deck. And after cleaning
up, we’d head on up to the woods.
We’d play the games we invented
until darkness settled over the hills.
Too few kids are experiencing
such activities playing outside
these days. Thus, they’re suffering from Nature-Deficit Disorder, a
term coined by journalist Richard
Louv in his book “Last Child in the
Woods.”
Louv spent 10 years traveling
around America, interviewing parents, kids, teachers, researchers
and others to learn about children’s
experiences with nature. His findings: During the last 30 years, our
sensationalist media have “scared
children straight out of the woods
and fields.” Parents are afraid to let
kids out of their sight - afraid their
kids might get hurt.
Add to that the advent of television, video games and the internet,
and the result is this: Kids aren’t
getting out much anymore. And
because they’re not getting out,
they’re withdrawing from nature
- the chief place where they use all

five of their senses at once.
“We don’t yet know why it happens, but when all five of a child’s
senses come alive, a child is at an
optimum state of learning,” Louv
told me. “Creativity and cognitive
functioning go way up.”
The consequences of withdrawing from nature are not good. Kids
lose their sense of being rooted in
the world. They’re more likely to
experience stress, hyperactivity,
attention-deficit disorder and other

modern maladies.
Thankfully, there is a solution:
Allow today’s kids to get a taste of
the glorious ‘70s childhood experiences their parents got to enjoy not
so long ago.
© 2017 Tom Purcell. Tom Purcell,
author of “Misadventures of a
1970’s Childhood” and “Wicked Is
the Whiskey,” a Sean McClanahan
mystery novel, both available at
Amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor columnist.
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Kids today need some old fashioned magical fantasy
(Continued from Page 1)

choose.”
I’ve gone on record – in the public
press, in my blog, at cocktail parties,
and from (metaphorical) rooftops
that young readers shouldn’t be
denied access to fantasies with
plots more light than dark; in fact
they should be provided with them.
Because I have to believe that
youngsters reading big fat well-written books has to mean there is at
least a bit of hope left for civilization.
I’m talking about the classics
in the field, like J.R.R. Tolkien’s
hairy-footed hobbit adventures;
C.S. Lewis’ “Narnia” series; J.K.
Rowling’s “Harry Potter” books, and
– for my money the best of them all
– T.H. White’s grand retelling of the
Arthurian legend “The Once and
Future King.” I’ve often wondered
if the top echelon of fantasy writers
took some sort of secret oath to use

initials rather than their first names.
Regarding the plethora of fantasy
paperbacks that bulge out of
bookshop shelves – with titles like
“Zugia,” “Avenger of Troggin” or
“The Lords of Bloodlustia, Book IV”
– I know nothing. I haven’t ventured
into those realms, and don’t intend
to.
But I do know that fantasy is in
the literary DNA of most serious
readers. And writers.
Who didn’t fall into the fantastic
clutches of the film version of “The
Wizard of Oz” in their youth? And
who – if of a certain age – didn’t,
whether they will confess it or not,
sit in front of a black and white
television set as a small child and
clap along with Peter Pan (via Mary
Martin) to bring Tinker Bell back to
life?
There is something inherently
wonderful about reading a story set

in a place that doesn’t exist in the
real world. Settings which are, as
Herman Melville once wrote, “not
down in any map; true places never
are.”
In the world we actually occupy
that often offers only grim reality,
a bit of fantasy, a tad of magic, is
essential.
So let the kids read some good
fantasy. They’ll graduate to other
genres, it will keep them off the cell
phone and the video game for a
while, and a bit of pure magic will
transpire.
Lord knows we could do with a bit
of magic.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and nine other books of fiction and
nonfiction. (This column was filed
before Ron retired from being an
English teacher.)

Did you know?

• White holes are the opposite of
black holes — matter and light can
escape from them, but nothing can
enter them from the outside.
• An average of 11 Americans die
at work every day.
• Homer Simpson makes around
$25,000 a year at his power plant
job.

Open
Sundays
5:00-9:00
for the
Summer!

Page 8 THE BULLETIN July 18, 2017 (979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Did you know?

• In Finland, speeding fines are
calculated as a percentage of the
offender’s income.
• About 15 to 25 percent of all
Americans are supertasters, people
who have more taste buds than the
rest of us.
• If ants encounter a drunk comrade, they will carry them home to
sleep it off.
• It would take 200 years for a
human to count to 7 billion out loud.

• A study of 14,000 people around
the world revealed that over half
could not swim.
• When Sweden ran out of trash
it started importing garbage from
Norway.
• Sheep can recognize each other
through pictures.
• Bacteria have been around for
at least 3.5 billion years, making
them the oldest known life-form on
the planet.

BASF site in Freeport recognized
for outstanding performance,
community outreach and safety
The Texas Chemical Council (TCC) recognized the BASF site in Freeport,
Texas, for continuous improvement in community outreach, emergency
response, environmental performance and safety.
The site received the Excellence in Caring for Texas award, along with the
Distinguished Safety Service award, and the Zero Contractor Incident award
at the 2017 awards banquet in June.
“These awards recognize the efforts of our employees who operate our
sites safely and efficiently, always keeping our community and our customers in mind.” said Chris Witte, BASF Senior Vice President and General
Manager of the Freeport site. “It is because of their efforts that we have been
recognized by the Texas Chemical Council.”

The Texas Chemical Council (TCC) recently awarded the BASF site
in Freeport, Texas, the Distinguished Safety Service award, and the
Zero Contractor Incident award. The awards recognize employees and
contractors for their commitment to working safely. Pictured employees
from the Freeport site stand with Safety Chairman Mark Bogle (far left).

Pictured from left are Steve Starkey, Community Outreach Chairman,
Texas Chemical Council; Tabitha Ray, Community Outreach
Representative, BASF; Chris Witte, Senior Vice President and General
Manager of the Freeport site; BASF; Jayna Watkins, EHS Team Leader,
BASF; Leonard Schooler, Environmental Health and Safety Hub Leader,
BASF.
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Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series set for 2017-18 season
Brazosport College’s Women’s
Lecture Luncheon Series is ready
for another big season, bringing in
empowering and interesting guests
to speak to the local community.
This year’s lineup features a
diverse group of speakers and a
variety of topics.
Among the speakers scheduled
for the 2017-18 Women’s Lecture
Luncheon Series are author,
philanthropist and breast cancer
survivor Kelly Corrigan, art historian and critic Tina Rivers Ryan,
and Green Beret and amputee
John Wayne Walding.
The year begins with Corrigan
on Oct. 5, followed by Rivers Ryan
on Feb. 15 and Walding on April 5.
The Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series was created by the
Brazosport College Foundation
to promote cultural enrichment
for all women. The mission of the
BC Foundation is to raise and
administer funds for the enhancement of educational opportunities
at Brazosport College.
The cost is $180 and includes all
three lectures with lunch. Please
make your series reservations by
Sept. 16.
Contact the Brazosport College
Foundation at (979) 230-3234.

Philanthropist and breast
cancer survivor Kelly Corrigan

Green Beret and
amputee John
Wayne Walding

Art historian and critic Tina
Rivers Ryan
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BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Nature camps at Quintana, Camp Mohawk county parks big hit with kids, parents

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing, swimming pool &
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation
Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates), The Bulletin
Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers
who help clean the beaches, stake out
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand
with programs, and add so much to the
county’s parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

The Brazoria County Parks Department’s Lead Interpretive Ranger and
Programs Coordinator, Mike Mullenweg, alongside incredible volunteers,
including those from the Texas Chapter Master Naturalists organization,
exceeded expectations with this summer’s Nature Camp at Camp Mohawk
County Park.
Participants learned all about local wildlife, the habitats they depend on,
and what we as citizens can do to help keep our wildlife safe and thriving.
Campers spent four mornings out at the park, where they fished, made
new friends, and even discovered their inner archer with archery lessons
from Ranger Mike.

A second Nature Camp was added to this summer’s event schedule,
giving Brazoria County youngsters the opportunity to learn more about
what our beaches have to offer over at Quintana Beach County Park.
Ranger Mike was joined by Parks Department Director Bryan Frazier to
provide campers with a wide range of activities and fun.
Campers enjoyed a week of searching for sea turtle tracks and nests,
seine fishing, pole fishing, and crafting inside the park’s new Discovery
Event Center. “Thanks so very much for all of the time and effort you guys
put in to give these kids such a fun, educational, and memorable camp,”
one parent commented on Facebook. “My two kids absolutely loved it, and
are looking forward to next year!”
Thanks to all of the parents and participants for helping to make the first
Nature Camp out at Quintana such a hit.

Lead Interpretive Ranger Mike Mullenweg instructs campers at Camp
Mohawk on proper archery stance, aim, and conduct.

Campers learn the seine fishing method, which involves the pull of a
fishing net below the water.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Children watch rubber duck scavenger hunt
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Work continues on Hanson Riverside County Park trail

Over the past several months, Parks Department staff, with the aid of
our amazing volunteers, has been working to transform 80 acres of San
Bernard River bottomlands into a hiking and biking trail at Hanson Riverside
County Park. The trail is the beginning of a perspective project in the works,
to be funded through grants from the Texas Parks and Wildlife assistance
programs, in which the department hopes to fill in the trail with asphalt, and
also build an updated parking lot for the park.
Included in those that have helped to clear the trail so far, members of Boy
Scout Troop 553 turned out to help cut and clean sections of the trail.

Schedule of events

On July 4th, Mike Mullenweg assisted the Lake Jackson Parks and
Recreation Department at their event, the Rubber Duck Regatta. The
public participated in a kayak and canoe scavenger hunt on Oyster
Creek, where teams competed to collect eight different types of rubber
ducks hidden along the creek.

Thanks to Troop 553 for spending
their summer helping to clear the
trail at Hanson Riverside County
Park.

Saturday, Aug. 5, 9 a.m. to noon: Kids Fishing Tournament at
Resoft County Park. Spend the morning learning the safe and fun way to
fish and then head to the water for your own fishing tournament. Prizes
awarded for biggest fish and other categories. For information or reservations, call Mike at (979) 864-1541 ext. 7.
Saturday, Aug. 12, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer Paddling Event.
Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on one
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of
ours. Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA. For information or reservations, call (979) 864-1541 ext. 7.
Saturdays, Aug. 19, 10-11:30 a.m.: Searching for Sea Life at
Quintana Beach County Park. Help park rangers drag the seine (net)
through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of Mexico. Open to
Quintana visitors. Program dates subject to weather and surf conditions.
For information, contact the Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1541 ext. 7.
Saturday, Sept. 16: Texas Navy Day Celebration. Celebrate the
Republic of Texas Navy and Constitution Day at the Stephen F. Austin
statue. Interact with costumed interpreters, observe a dignified Flag Retirement Ceremony, and enjoy on-site refreshments. For information, call the
SF Austin-Munson Park at (979) 248-5961.
Saturday, Sept. 23: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-up. Volunteers
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.
Dress for the weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; lunch
afterward. For more information, contact the coordinators at (979) 864-1541
ext. 7 (Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).
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BC Community Education offers trip to tropical Costa Rica
With lush forests, stunning
waterfalls, exotic wildlife, endless
coastlines and breathtaking mountainous landscapes, Costa Rica
is truly a slice of paradise. Now,
Brazosport College is providing
an opportunity to see this magical
destination firsthand.
Brazosport College Community
Education’s Travel Program is currently offering an incredible nineday trip to Costa Rica scheduled
from March 10 through 18, 2018.
The tour has everything desired
for a Costa Rican trip of a lifetime.
A few of the highlights include:
— A cooking demonstration that
reveals the unique flavors of Costa
Rican culture.

— Relax and soak up the sights
in the colorful capital city of San
Jose.
— Discover the history of coffee
in Costa Rica at the Doka Coffee
Estate.
— Enjoy the breathtaking scenery surrounding Arenal Volcano.
— Spot indigenous wildlife while
on a Cano Negro riverboat cruise.
— Learn about Costa Rica’s
vegetation on a guided walk in the
cloud forest.
— Climb high into the trees for a
“Hanging Bridges” tour in the cloud
forest.
— Discover the charming town
of Zarcero and its whimsical topiary
garden.

July, 29
August 12, 26
9am - 3pm

— Get to know Costa Rican
culture in the picturesque town of
Grecia.
These activities only scratch the
surface of everything offered in
this exclusive trip.
To learn more about this vacation, BC Community Education will
be holding an information session
at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 8 in
Room B.110 on the Brazosport
College campus. The session will
have representatives discussing
the program and answering questions. Opportunities will also be
available to sign up for the trip.
For more information, call
(979) 230-3600 or e-mail
cecvn@brazosport.edu.
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): There doesn’t have to be
winners and losers. Resolving an argument by finding
common ground upon which to build could be more
beneficial than simply trying to get in the last word. Avoid
trying to push someone’s buttons.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Test the waters before
you dive in. Get a feel for the general mood before
making jokes or offhand comments, or others may take it
personally. Focus on projects that tap into your creative
side to get the most out of it.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 21): Don’t make
assumptions. While you may feel someone knows
exactly what you are thinking, they may actually be on a
completely different wavelength. Go out of your way to do
something to please your significant other.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): Don’t fret over what
you don’t have. The green-eyed monster could rear its
ugly head when a friend shows off a shiny new toy. This
should really have little impact on your life. Constructive
projects keep your mind busy.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): Refocus your priorities. Too much information and mental clutter may divert
you from the correct path, but employing some self-discipline and some planning could quickly have you back on
the right track.
PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): There’s always a chance.
The odds of winning or losing could be equal, just make
sure that you can afford the cost if you lose. Put creativity
and originality on display and before too long others will
admire and respect you for it.

History of the World
July 17: ON THIS DATE
in 1955, Disneyland opened in
Anaheim, Calif. In 1996, TWA Flight
800, a Paris-bound Boeing 747,
exploded and crashed off Long
Island, N.Y., shortly after leaving
Kennedy International Airport, killing
all 230 people aboard.
July 18: ON THIS DATE in A.D.
64, the Great Fire of Rome began.
In 1969, campaign worker Mary Jo
Kopechne died when a car driven
by Sen. Edward Kennedy plunged
off a bridge on Chappaquiddick
Island.
July 19: ON THIS DATE in
1870, the Franco-Prussian war

began. In 1979, the Nicaraguan
capital of Managua fell to Sandinista guerrillas, two days after
President Anastasio Somoza fled
the country.
July 20: ON THIS DATE in
1944, an attempt by dissident
German officers to assassinate
Adolf Hitler failed when a bomb
planted at the Nazi leader’s Rastenburg headquarters only wounded
him. In 1985, divers off the Florida
Keys found the wreck of the Spanish treasure galleon Atocha.
July 21: ON THIS DATE in
1861, the first major battle of
the Civil War - at Manassas, Va.

Did you know?
• In 1984, Marvel had the chance to buy DC comics, but declined because
DC’s characters weren’t popular enough.
• In Montana, there is a replica Hobbit village that anyone can stay in for
$295 a night.
• The Prince Charles cinema in London has ninjas that sneak up on
anyone in the theater who is making noise or throwing things.

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

- ended with a Confederate victory.
In 1954, France surrendered North
Vietnam to the communists.
July 22: ON THIS DATE in
1942, gasoline rationing began in
the United States during World War
II. In 1967, Jimi Hendrix quit as the
opening act on the Monkees’ tour.
July 23: ON THIS DATE in
1914, Austria-Hungary issued an
ultimatum to Serbia following the
killing of Archduke Francis Ferdinand by a Serb; the dispute contributed to the start of World War I.
In 1967, rioting that would claim 43
lives erupted in Detroit.
Answer to last week’s
question: This week in 1969,
U.S. astronaut Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin
followed Neil Armstrong to become
the second man to set foot on the
moon.
This week’s question: In
1775, what famous statesman
became the first postmaster general
of the United States?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: STUNT SCOUR EMBLEM WAITER
Answer: They rented an apartment on that particular road because they were -- STREET SMART

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Don’t throw caution to the
wind. You may be less careful than usual as you could
be in a hurry or simply too focused on what you’re
doing to pay attention to what’s going on around you.
Stay on your guard no matter the circumstances.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Go along to get along.
Someone’s assertiveness may rub you the wrong way,
but you’ll get farther by looking for compromise rather
than trying to butt heads. The lights will be all green for
romantic pursuits this evening.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t let the cat out of
the bag. Show your maturity by not revealing privileged
information that you have been trusted with. Sharing
someone else’s secrets will give you little to gain and a
whole lot to lose.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): There’s always room
for improvement. You’ve done well so far, but there’s
no reason why you can’t do better in the future. Seek
out innovative new methods and routines which could
improve your productivity, health or attitude.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): When it’s your turn to bat,
swing for the fences. You’ll only gain from an opportunity in the spotlight and showing definitive results, so
don’t hold back. Your prospects for romance could be
higher than usual throughout the day.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Live and let live. Making
mistakes are part of life. Allow others to learn from
their experiences and don’t be so quick to jump into
the affairs of friends or loved ones. If solving a problem
seems impossible, try again later.

SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Keep the change
Russia’s Daniil Medvedev
threw a handful of coins in the
direction of the chair umpire after
his second-round loss at Wimbledon.
Medvedev apologists say he
simply mistook the end of the
match for a change-over.
New York marathon
A charity hockey game in
Buffalo, N.Y., broke a record by
lasting nearly 101⁄2 days.
Shattering the old mark set by a
Yankees-Red Sox doubleheader.
Steph Currency
The Warriors’ Stephen Curry
just signed a five-year, $201 million contract.
Yes, why stop at 200 when you
can tack on the biggest “and one”
in hoops history?
Strapped for cash
Venus Williams wore a pink bra
during her first-round Wimbledon
match, violating the tournament’s
strict all-white dress code.
The NFL fashion police, simply

out of habit, fined her $10,000.
You go, girls
Two women in San Francisco
attacked a 64-year-old man with
pepper spray and stole his bag of
laxatives.
Undercover police immediately
staked out the local hot-dogeating contests.
Political baseball
Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen
ripped his own team’s fans after
teammates Corey Seager and
Justin Turner failed to get voted in
as All-Star starters.
The fans, in turn, immediately
blamed it on the Electoral College.
Net Gain Dept.
Tennis star Serena Williams,
despite being off the tour the past
2 1/2 months while on maternity
leave, is nonetheless ranked No.
4 in the world.
No, in singles, silly — not
doubles.
Talking the talk
—Author unknown, with a good
argument for calling one’s toilet
the Jim instead of the John: “It
sounds better when I say I go to
the Jim first thing every morning.”
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

Did you know?

• Monkeys floss their teeth.
• 1.7 billion servings of Coca-Cola
are sold every day.
• Out of every 1,000,000 LEGO
bricks manufactured, only 16 are
rejected.
• By the age of 12, André the Giant
could no longer fit on a school bus.
• Your brain literally heats up
when you’re stressed. Smiling can
cool it down.

• An “ultracrepidarian” is somebody who gives opinions on subjects they know nothing about.
• Uranophobia is the fear of
heaven.
• The average American sees
16,000 advertisements, logos, and
labels per day
• The word “mortgage” comes
from a French word that means
“death contract.”

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

ACROSS
1 Man of many words
6 Course designer
10 Hiker’s map, briefly
14 Words spoken on a star?
15 Virna of “How to Murder Your
Wife”
16 Organic compound
17 ‘60s executive order creation
19 Combine

20 Locks in a zoo
21 Human Be-In attendee
23 1988 Cabinet resignee
27 Apostle known as “the Zealot”
28 Facetious tributes
29 Steady
30 Comfort and others
31 Avid surfers
35 Societal change begun in
Quebec during the ‘60s

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Swindle, with “off”
2 Run a tab, say
3 1998 Angelina Jolie biopic
4 F1 neighbor
5 It’s across from Alice Tully Hall
6 One of many in “Orphan Black”
7 Engage
8 Sixth of five?
9 Skid
10 Largo and presto
11 Matinee hr.
12 March of Dimes’ original crusade
13 Ancient
18 Mama in music
22 Trooper’s outfit?
23 La Salle of “ER”
24 Fried treat
25 Obsession
26 Thomas Cromwell’s earldom
27 Determined about
29 Oblique cut
31 Half a Caribbean federation
32 Tom’s “Mission: Impossible” role
33 Reunion attendee
34 More put out
36 “__ heaven”
37 American West conflict
38 Overly curious
42 Former Blue Devil rival, briefly
43 Not suitable for kids
44 Shore show of the ‘70s
45 Modern message
46 Alaskan cruise sight
47 Jim-dandy
48 Pizza sauce herb
50 Off-target
53 Color distinction
54 46-Down kin
55 Magpie relative
56 “Microsoft sound” composer
57 Brown shade
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Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS
ELM PALM CALM BALM FILM HELM REALM QUALM PSALM

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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39 Money-saving refuge
Complete the grid so each row, column
40 Subway purchase
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
41 Blue dye
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
42 Hints
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
44 Renders harmless
48 Greasy spoon
49 It’s not widely understood
50 Small flaw
51 Cozy spot
52 ‘60s aviation nickname
58 Quattro competitor
59 Quattro, e.g.
60 2013 One Direction hit
61 Victor’s “Samson and Delilah”
co-star
62 Line holder for a cast
63 Lustrous synthetic
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