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Has customer You can’t go Willy-Man-Chew says come on down... Baby crawling
service exited home again,
at Mosquito
the building? or can you?
Festival in ‘86

By Rich Manieri

By Edward A. Forbes

“The customer is always right.”
Not any more, he isn’t. See if this
sounds familiar.
I get an email from someone who
works for a title company about signing papers for a closing on a house.
The only part of the email that matters here is the end: “If you have any
questions, please call or email.”
Maybe it’s just me, but I take such
offers literally. I had a question. So, I
emailed back.
In response, she partially
answered my question but ended
the email with, “Just read the email I
sent you, please.”

You can’t go home again.
Thomas Wolfe’s book published
after his death is a piece of a larger
unfinished work. I recently returned
to Luling for an impromptu meeting
with some classmates, and of
course, some friends. We met and
made some new friends, too.
You can’t go back to your childhood, your youthful aspirations and
hopes, but you can revisit memories and share new memories with
your friends. I lived in Luling from
the fifth grade until I graduated
from high school. Who I became
was influenced greatly by this time
period and by these people I call
friends. We lived through the early
‘60s and shared some tragedies
together. We all had families and
personalities that put our individual
spin on events, but we shared them
all the same.
My best friend, Jimmy Springs,
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NORTH TO ALASKA V

Skagway brings
rain, trains,
colorful history

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

We docked at Skagway at around
7 a.m. to drizzling rain – which is
ironic since Skagway is known as
the “Sunshine Capital of southeast
Alaska” with only 27 inches of

Memories are made of this
moisture a year. It also struck me
as funny that our first port of call,
Ketchikan, with rainfall totaling 140
to 160 inches of rain per year, was
sunny.
Skagway, usually known for its
dryness and not the cold drizzle we
(Continued on Page 5)
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The Bulletin

Our special
section starting
on Page 9 will
guide you through
the festival

... to the Great Texas Mosquito Festival
The Great Texas Mosquito Festival starts on Thursday and continues
through Saturday at Clute Municipal Park. The Bulletin has put together
a detailed guide on all the fun contests and events. (Pages 9-14)

Center helps disabled residents with independent living
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

He had graduated from Brazoswood High School, received a
marketing degree from Lamar University and landed a full-time job.
Then K.J. Rabe’s world changed.
Although he now says he was old
enough to know better, eight years
ago he dove into shallow water at
a swimming pool. He shattered his

thoracic vertebrae.
Years of rehabilitation later, Rabe
is working again … but from a
powered wheelchair. He is helping

The View from My Seat

others with disabilities lead more
independent lives.
Rabe, now 34, is on the staff
at the Brazoria County Center for
Independent Living (BCCIL) in

Angleton. Started in 1998, BCCIL is
a federally-funded non-profit helping
empower people with disabilities
to live more independent lives,
whether they are in wheelchairs,
blind, deaf or have mental or cognitive challenges.
“I am always surprised at the
range of disabilities we deal with
and what can go wrong with the

(Continued on Page 7)

It was hot and humid, a typical
summer day. In Clute, excitement
was buzzing in the air, as the Great
Texas Mosquito Festival opened on
Thursday, July 31, 1986.
This was the day when we
embarked on bringing home the

Ramblings
trophy that would be proudly
displayed in the Toth living room for
many years before it fell victim to
moving.
We headed out to the festival,
weathering the weather as we usually do in the summer months and
through September – Sharon, my
wife; Johnny, who was about to turn
1-year-old the next month; and me.
We were on a mission. Our destination was the Skeeter Beater Baby
Crawling Contest.
Before children, we used to hang
out at the festival every year. And,
after the kids got older, they enjoyed
it as much as I did. Their favorites
were the dunking booth and the
stomach-turning rides that Dad tried
(Continued on Page 8)
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Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that
advertising in The Bulletin is good for your
business. Call (979) 849-5407.

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
TRASHED-UP UNIVERSE
Q. Since the early 1960s, when
500 tracked objects were in orbit,
the number had grown to 15,000
by 2012. What’s up there and what
might be done to ease the crowding?
A. According to Madeleine Finlay
in “New Scientist” magazine, 43
percent of space junk are fragments
from explosions and collisions;
21 percent are old spacecraft; 17
percent rocket upper stages; 13%
mission-related debris; and 6% are
operational satellites, of which the
majority (59%) are communications.
Some 15,900 objects are in
low-earth orbit, most notably the
International Space Station and the
Hubble Space Telescope; medium
earth orbit has around 1500 artificial
objects, including the oldest satellite
launched in 1958 and constellations
for navigation, e.g., GPS.
Says Luisa Innocenti, head of the
European Space Agency’s Clean
Space Program, “If we keep throwing junk into outer space, whole
orbits could be rendered unusable
for satellites.”
Some suggest adopting the
good Earth-based wisdom to
reduce, reuse, recycle, yet reduction is tricky, since the number of

objects launched into orbit is likely
to increase. Innocenti advocates
“designing for demise,” programming satellites to self-destruct
within 25 years of their mission’s
end.
Reuse might include reusable
rockets or robotic capture arms like
those proposed for debris disposal.
Probably full-fledged recycling is
“some way off,” given that most
capture mechanisms are still in
the development stage and that
building something while in orbit is
extremely difficult.
I HEAR YOU, HEART
Q. Have you heard that smart
headphones, or “hearables,” may
soon offer the most advanced
fitness combined with medical
monitoring?
A. Headphone makers are
showing off designs that include
integrated voice recognition for
Amazon’s Alexa and Google’s
Assistant plus infrared scanners
that can take a snapshot of your ear
to optimize the sound, says Stacey
Higginbotham in “IEEE Spectrum”
magazine.
Surprisingly, “the ear is a great
place to track steps, heart rate,
falls and even brain waves that can
indicate focus. It’s also a good spot
to place galvanic skin response
sensors that can detect stress.”
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One traditional hearing aid
company already has a new device
that not only improves hearing
but also tracks activities, monitors
heartbeats and heart-rate variability,
and more.
As Higginbotham says, even
if you don’t need a hearing aid,
smart hearables will enable you to
hear conversation better, call using
Alexa, customize settings for your
music and contact someone if you
fall.
WAR, HUNGER AND GLUTEN
Q. During the 1944-45 “Hunger
Winter” in Holland, when starvation
was rampant, a Dutch pediatrician
noticed that a group of his patients
saw their symptoms improve, and
some even gained weight. What
was their illness?
A. Celiac disease, in which
sufferers are unable to digest
the gluten found in wheat and
other grains, leading to bowel
inflammation and other problems,
says Douglas Adler in “Discover”
magazine.
During the war, Holland was
under siege by the Nazis, and vital
supplies were cut off. According to
Anne van Arragon, co-editor of “The
Hunger Winter,” “Grocery stores
were empty, and soup kitchens
served only a thin, watery soup…
No bread was to be had in the
cities… It wasn’t a wheat shortage
so much as an absence of wheat.”
During this time, Dr. Willem-Karel
Dicke observed that for children
with celiac disease, their condition
actually improved.
But with the end of the war and
the resupply of food, including
wheat and bread, they suffered a
clear and rapid relapse. Over the
next five years, Dicke determined
that “avoiding foods with wheat and
related grains reduced diarrhea and
allowed for weight gain in people
with celiac disease. They usually
felt better too.”
From this and other findings
has come the modern treatment
of celiac disease — a gluten-free
diet. As Adler concludes: “We owe
a special debt to a curious Dutch
pediatrician who kept his eyes open
and made good clinical observations, even under the worst of
circumstances.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Page 4 THE BULLETIN July 23, 2019

(979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Visit to Luling brings back memories of youth – good and bad
(Continued from Page 1)

died in the spring of 1963. He died
in a swimming accident that in
retrospect happens all too often to
young men in that period of youth
when they think of themselves as
invincible. He dove into the San
Marcos River and hit a submerged
tree. His passing was quick, and I
don’t think he suffered.
The suffering was felt by those
he left behind - his friend who had

accompanied him on a carefree
adventure, his loving parents, his
brother and his many friends at
Luling High School.
I often think of Jerry Hall. He had
lost a brother a few short years
before this happened, and now as
an adult, I often wonder how hard
this hit him and his family. I could
only relate to the visual shared sadness of my contemporaries. I wish
I had called on Jimmy’s parents in

O.K., WE’LL ALL START BEHAVING OURSELVES: A man who
took a bomb into his hotel room in Myerstown, Pa., explained to arresting
officers that he did so in order to get the attention of police and give him
a message from aliens he had met five years ago. He said that the aliens
are going to destroy the Earth with a nuclear laser beam if humans didn’t
“start being good people.” Officers were skeptical of his story.
NEEEE-HAW! … TAKE THAT, BOSS HOGG!: A man drove his
car at a high rate of speed and launched it successfully over a canal in
Lehigh Acres, Fla., in a fashion that police described as similar to what
was depicted in the “Dukes of Hazzard.” Unfortunately, once on the other
side, he crashed into a parked truck.
HEY, SAFETY FIRST; I’M NOT CRAZY: A man, who was pulled
over in Brandenburg, Germany, said he was riding his scooter to cool off
during the current oppressive European heatwave. He had nothing on at
the time, but he was wearing a helmet.
NICE-SMELLING GUN YOU’VE GOT THERE, PAL: After
drinking at Steny’s bar in Winona, Minn., two men left, donned masks,
and returned 15 minutes later with robbery in mind. All was going well for
them until someone noticed that one of the men was not brandishing a
gun but a fragment from an air freshener. Bar patrons attacked at once,
causing the two to flee into the night.
THERE, THAT SHOULD HOLD ME FOR A WHILE: A man in
his late teens put five bottles of Jose Cuervo and Captain Morgan’s into
his jeans in the liquor section of the Walgreen’s in Peoria, Ill., and walked
out without paying. He came back 10 minutes later and stole eight more
bottles of booze.
NO BONES ABOUT IT, IT’S NOT REAL: A woman bought a Halloween skeleton at a yard sale in Fredericton, New Brunswick, strapped it
to her passenger seat, and then stopped at the grocery store. When she
came out, she saw that police had surrounded her vehicle in response to
a report of a body in a car.
THIS “HOT” PROPERTY BELONG TO YOU, SIR?: Police
responding to a report of a burglary in North Huntingdon, Pa., were able
to zero in on a likely suspect when a stolen stove fell out of the back of
his pickup truck.
THAT’S THE MEAT OF IT: After swilling down a number of tall
boys, a drunk, who claimed to be a Bitcoin multimillionaire, got into a beef
with employees at a truck stop in Vero Beach, Fla., after they called his
claims “bologna,” and he followed some of them into the ladies’ room to
continue hamming it up. The cops told him his goose was cooked.
YOU AGAIN?: A woman who was locked up in Bowling Green. Ky.,
for drunk driving was released from jail in the morning and was arrested
on the same charge that evening.

later years when I visited Luling, but
selfishly I could never bring myself
to do it. I couldn’t find the words to
“fix” it for them when I’m sure all
they needed was to see someone
who cared about Jimmy and maybe
have good memories revived. I
understand that now as an old man
that has seen and experienced loss.
It’s a world filled with emoji
responses and text messaging
instead of calling. It’s a world filled
with novella-length texts and one
letter responses (K). It’s a world in
which people are so wrapped up in
their phones that they cause fatal
accidents, leave children in hot cars
and then spend the rest of their lives
suffering for their actions.

Use ItchNoMore(R) shampoo to
treat ‘hot spots’, doggy odor, &
non-specific allergies without a
prescription. At Tractor Supply
(www.kennelwas.com)
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Facebook has had a profound
effect on the way people interact,
and it’s not all bad. Alongside the
pettiness, there are people reaching out in times of need for comfort,
kind words and even financial aid.
There are people that don’t ask your
political affiliation or religion. They
just jump in with prayers, words of

support or cash to keep the wolves
from the door.
Hug someone you love. Tell them
how much you care. We will all feel
better for it.
(Send comments by email to editor
John Toth at john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Or send by regular mail to The Bulletin,
P.O. Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516)
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Gold rush in late 1890s part of Skagway’s rich history
(Continued from Page 1)

faced, was our last port of call in
Alaska. It is a popular stop for cruise
ships, and they are a big part of the
city’s industry. The 2018 census
puts the population at 1,148 people,
but that doubles in the summer
to accommodate the million-plus
annual visitors. Skagway’s native
name refers to rough seas in the
Taiya Inlet, which is caused by
strong winds.
Skagway probably already has
touched your life in a literary sense.
It is associated with novelist Jack
London and was one setting for his
“Call of the Wild.” The John Wayne

movie, “North to Alaska,” was filmed
near here in 1960.
We had until 6 p.m. to discover
this historic town. So, we had time
to sleep in and catch a leisurely
breakfast before disembarking. As
fate would have it, the cruise line
was testing back-up generators that
morning, and the elevators would
be down after 10 a.m. – until further
notice. Not wanting to hoof it down
many flights of stairs with our bad
knees, we opted to leave the ship
early – just before the elevators
were stopped.
We had a scheduled shore
excursion that day at 1 p.m., a

2-hour ride on the narrow-gauge
White Pass and Yukon railway to
the headwaters of the Skagway
River and back.
We were conflicted whether or
not to try to go into the town (which
was a 10-minute ride away) and
walk around and make it back
before our train left the station.
Since it was a long walk past two
cruise ships to the little building
that touted “board train here,” and
we were not dressed for the rain or
cold, we decided to just wait in the
little shelter next to that building.
There was some confusion where
to board the train, and as it came

closer to boarding time, we were
told we would have to walk back
past 1 1⁄2 cruise ships and wait in
line until it was time to board. Back
we went into the rain, and instead
of being first in line, we were near
the end. Then we were called back
to the little house to board, and
we walked back to it. We boarded
the last car, which was fortunately
equipped with a heater and large
viewing windows, and the best part
of our trip began.
The White Pass and Yukon
Railway narrow gauge railway,
which was part of the area’s colorful
mining history, now only runs during
the summer months to service the
tourist trade. It employed a narrator, who told us the history of the
area and of the train. One early
citizen of Skagway was William
“Billy” Moore, a former steamboat
captain and a member of an 1887
boundary survey expedition. His
investigation of the pass (which was
later named White Pass) over the
surrounding mountains was the first
recorded. He believed that gold was
in the Klondike beyond the pass
and believed this pass provided the
most direct route to the possible

gold fields. So, he and his son, J.
Bernard “Ben” Moore, settled in this
area. building a log cabin, sawmill
and a wharf in anticipation of the
gold rush.
Gold was discovered in the Klondike of Canada’s Yukon Territory
in 1896. Then the stampede was
on. On July 29, 1897, the steamer,
Queen, docked at Moore’s dock
with the first boat load of prospectors. Thousands more miners soon
swarmed the area – reaching about
30,000. In the spring of 1898, the
population of Skagway numbered
8,000 residents with more than
1,000 prospectors traveling through
a week. By June, Skagway was the
largest city in Alaska.
Next installment – Part 6 – White
Pass and Yukon Railroad.
(Jan wants to hear from you.
Write her in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

If you want to publicize
your community or club
events, send a write-up in
paragraph form and photos to
john.bulletin@gmail.com.
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Contractors and customer service are not always a match
(Continued from Page 1)

That doesn’t sound like someone
who really wants to answer my
questions. What she should have
written back was, “If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to try to
find my number somewhere.”
Wait. I have another.
We’re getting bids from contractors to install a hardwood floor in a
bedroom. The first contractor - I’ll
call him Casper - came over and
took measurements.
“Straightforward job,” he said. “I’ll
have an estimate for you in a couple
of days.”
Never heard from him. My wife
called him.
“Yeah, my grandmother died a
week ago, and I just got back into
town,” he said. “I promise I’ll get
back to you tomorrow.”
And with that, he was gone. Out
of our lives forever.
The second contractor - I’ll call
him “Grumpy” - came to the house
and explained, in excruciating detail
for 90 minutes, how he would install
our floor.
He was very direct, a little too
direct.
“I see you have dogs. We’ll make
a lot of noise, so you’ll have to do
something with them. Just figure it
out.”
What we “figured out,” first and
foremost, was that Grumpy was a
jerk.
The primary indicator was that
our eight-month-old Great Dane,
Bosco, growled at this guy for the
full 90 minutes.
And in a stunning, if not unprecedented turn of events, Grumpy fired
us before we hired him.
After texting him later that evening that we were going to get one
more estimate for the job before
deciding, he replied at midnight, “I
won’t work for you. Get someone
else.”
Bosco knew.
The third contractor - let’s call him
“Grumpier” - got the job by default.
Granted, our standards weren’t very
high at that point; he didn’t appear
to be insane, and he said he would
do it. Though, in the annals of customer service, he made Seinfeld’s
“Soup Nazi” look like Sesame
Street’s Mr. Hooper.
The bigger problem was he
installed the wrong floor, or at least

half of it.
When “Grumpier” got word from
his sales rep he would have to start
over, he didn’t take it well. And in
yet another unprecedented turn of
events, he proactively called my
wife and yelled at her.
“What am I supposed to do with
six boxes of flooring!?”
That sounds like your problem,
was my thought. But, somehow, this
was our fault.
My wife pointed out that Grumpier’s customer service left something
to be desired.
“I do floors. I don’t deal with
customers,” he shot back.
“If you own a small business, you
deal with customers,” she said.
With that, he hung up on her.
This isn’t just me.
Businesses large and small
lose $75 billion a year due to poor
customer service, according to a
2018 article in Forbes, which cites a
report that claims, “Brands are failing to create the positive, emotional
experiences that drive customer
loyalty.”
So, where is the love?
Whatever happened to, “The
customer is always right, even if the
customer is an idiot?”
True, some customers can be
abrasive and even abusive. Others
are just difficult.
I used to think about owning a
bed and breakfast. But after staying

at a few establishments around the
country, the idea of making muffins
and fluffing pillows for annoying
strangers quickly lost its appeal. At
least I had enough self-awareness
to realize that, as an innkeeper, I’d
make Basil Fawlty look magnanimous.
But minus the challenge of
dealing with unreasonable people,
politeness and helpfulness should
be the baseline of what customers
should expect.
Syndicated columnist Christine
Flowers, in a piece last year about
her encounter with a hostile barista,
wrote that “we have been taken
over by an inflexibility, an inability
to empathize with other people and
their needs.”
I fear she’s right and that inflexibility manifests itself in our politics,
on our university campuses and in
our relationships. Why wouldn’t it
show up in our customer service?
If you disagree, don’t hesitate to
email me.
My response will not be, “Just
read the column, please.”
Copyright 2019 Rich Manieri
(Rich Manieri is a Philadelphiaborn journalist and author. He is currently a professor of journalism at
Asbury University in Kentucky. His
book, “We Burn on Friday: A Memoir
of My Father and Me” is available at
amazon.com. You can reach him at
manieri2@gmail.com.)

DID YOU KNOW ?

• Not only do insects feel pain, they also suffer from chronic pain after
recovering from an injury, according to researchers from the University of
Sydney in Australia.
• In 1976, when Olympic gymnast Nadia Comaneci earned the first perfect
score in the Olympics, the scoreboard displayed “1.00” instead of “10.” The
scoreboard’s manufacturer didn’t program the device to display a “10” since
it thought it was impossible to attain.
• Alcatraz was the only federal prison at the time that provided hot-water
showers for its inmates. The prison staff felt the inmates would find the
waters of San Francisco Bay too cold if they got used to hot water.
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Center here to help disabled Brazoria County residents
(Continued from Page 1)

human body,” Rabe says.
BCCIL is one of three independent living centers in our area. The
other two are in Harris and Fort
Bend counties.
The guiding principles for all
three centers are:
• To offer services controlled by
the consumers.
• To provide choices and opportunities.
• To encourage risk-taking.
• To take responsibility for one’s
actions.
• To maximize integration into
society.
The Angleton center provides
information and referral services,
peer support and skills training. It
also advocates on behalf of the disabled and helps coordinate services
with government bureaucracies.
Rabe estimates that the center
is either serving or monitoring
developments for between 150 and
200 clients.
In June, the center provided
training in basic computer skills and

is participating in National Disability
Voter Registration Week. The disabled will be getting a demonstration on accessible voting booths.
As an independent living/
community integration specialist,
Rabe says his biggest frustration is
a lack of resources, particularly in
accessible housing.
He deals with disabled people

who may have $725 in monthly
income while even low-income
apartments may rent for $600.
Without a government subsidy,
these people can’t afford independent housing. There is a waiting list
for these subsidies.
“Being disabled is much easier if
you have money,” Rabe says.
Rabe’s two co-workers aren’t

If you like what you see, pick
up another copy for a friend
or let them know that we are
also avaliable at
mybulletinnewspaper.com

disabled but are just as committed.
Sabrina Capuchino is the
administrative office coordinator.
She once took a six-month leave
from the job to be a caregiver for
her father when he became paralyzed. She experienced first-hand
the stress that disabilities put on
families.
Viola White is an independent
living specialist who has spent 15
years with BCCIL.

She shares many of Rabe’s frustrations. “We do all we can,” White
says, “but it’s frustrating because
you can’t help everybody.”
The Center is located at 1104D East Mulberry, Angleton, TX.
77515. You can reach them at
(979) 849-7060, or by email at:
bccil@neosoft.com
(Ernie Williamson welcomes reader input.
Please contact Ernie at williamsonernie@g
mail.com)
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The trick to winning the Baby Crawling contest: Be the last one to sit down on the course
(Continued from Page 1)

to avoid because he had failed to
gain appreciation for being twirled
around at high speeds.
We also saw some pretty big
headliners there for just the price of
admission, like Asleep at the Wheel.
How could I ever forget standing
among the masses, drenched in
perspiration, as the band boogiewoogied into the night.
But on this day, there would not
be any concert excitement for the
family.
We would go to the festival, participate in the baby crawling contest
and then hang out for a little while in
the heat before heading back home,
where the little fellow would fall
asleep because he was all tired out,
and mommy and daddy could get
some time to themselves instead of
handling soiled diapers and all the
other fun chores that parenthood
brings.
I really enjoyed all my kids at that
age, though. It was a blessing that
we had to worry about diapers and
all that other stuff. We centered our
lives around them until they were

old enough to leave the house
– and then come back ... periodically for a while.
At that age, they can’t even walk,
and don’t talk back much. Even if
they did, I could not understand
what they said. Something about
googoo and gaga. It could have
meant anything. With time, I learned
enough baby language and gestures to get some idea of what they
had in mind.
So, at this very cute and innocent
stage of life, the stage was set for
little Johnny to get down on all fours
and bring home the trophy.
There appeared to be some
strong competition around us,
including one baby who could have
easily gotten up and run to the finish
line. That would have disqualified
him. It said right there in the rules. I
read it several times. No walking.
The time had arrived. The babies
were placed at the starting line, and
the parents waited for the activity
coordinator to yell “start.” That was
our clue to try to get their kiddos to
crawl rather than just sit and look
around.

Some started to cry as the
parents were cheering them on,
totally confused by the set of
circumstances that were actually
pretty confusing to me, also. Little
Johnny started moving, which was a
good sign. That gave him a chance
to win the race. Moving helps. Then
he stopped, looked around and
realized that he was very hot. The
movement stopped.
He was that close to winning. All
I had to do was get him to move
again. I was not allowed to touch
him, but the rules said nothing about
dangling something in front of him to
chase. Greyhounds chase a metal
rabbit around a track, so there was
some precedent there.
I began dangling the camera
strap and encouraged him to try to
get it. He started moving again and
passed the halfway mark. We were
very close now – just a few more
feet. Then Johnny had enough; we
were done. He sat down and was
not going to crawl again.
And that’s when he was declared
the winner. He crawled farther than
the other babies before sitting down

and demanding in a high-pitched
voice (also called a scream) that we
pick him up.
Those were fun times. Sharon
posed for pictures with Johnny.
I was the news photographer.
The others probably were covering events like the Mosquito Leg
or Mosquito Calling Contest. The
crawling event probably was harder
on the ears, and the only prize was
a metal mosquito trophy.
The other day, we found one of

the newspaper clippings of this historic achievement, which appeared
in several area weekly papers
because we sent it to them, being
proud parents of the Skeeter Beater
Baby Crawling Contest champ. It
gave me the idea of writing this
column for the Mosquito Festival
issue.
Enjoy the festival, dear reader.
Take planty of sunblock during the
day while basking in the playgound
of Willy-Man-Chew.

John Toth III after the
entertaining Skeeter
Beater Baby Crawling
Contest at the 1986
Great Texas Mosquito
Festival in Clute. The
competition was a
once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. Holding
him and his trophy is
Sharon Allen Toth.
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Welcome to the 39th

Great Texas
Mosquito Festival
The internationally famous
festival right here in Clute, Texas

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

What’s the buzz about at this year’s 2019 Great Texas Mosquito Festival
in Clute?
Well, there’s at least three big changes concerning entertainment, admission costs and who’s running the show this year. This year also marks 25
years since the late Latino pop star, Selena, who once lived in near-by Lake
Jackson, performed at the event in July 1994.
“We thought this year would create the perfect opportunity to bring back
our Hispanic Heritage Night,” said Will Blackstock, chairman of the festival
and the new director of the Clute Parks & Recreation Department. He began
working in January (after the retirement of former long-time parks director
Dana Pomerenke) with Clute’s SWAT team - the Parks board - to plan the
festival that has gained international attention due to its whimsical name.
Admission for the returning Hispanic Heritage Night on Thursday, July 25,
is only $1 - yes, we checked and confirmed - $1 is correct! Grupo Duelo will
be performing at 8:30 p.m.
Admission fees for Friday night and Saturday night are also being reduced
from $15 to $10 per person.
Friday night will have a classic rock ‘n roll theme, featuring The Molly
Ringwalds, Bag of Donuts and Skid Row. “Skid Row has sold more than
20 million albums and has multiple platinum records to their credit,” said
Blackstock. On Saturday, the music will turn to country western with local
artist Shayne Still, followed by Nashville musicians Sam Riggs and Jerrod
Niemann. Please see the schedules in these Bulletin special pages for the
various concerts, contests and carnival.

A SPECIAL SECTION OF THE BULLETIN
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Willie-Man-Chew’s treasure chest and haystack dive

Arrive early nightly, buy an adult
ticket to the festival, and you may
have a chance to open Willie ManChew’s Treasure Chest.
It is filled with prizes, waiting for
25 lucky festival patrons to unlock
the chest each evening to see what
they have won.
The Brazoswood Gate will be
issuing keys each evening, between

the hours of 6-8 p.m. to the first 100
paid adult tickets sold on Thursday,
July 25, the first 150 paid adult
tickets sold on Friday, July 26, and
the first 250 paid adult tickets sold
on Saturday, July 27.
Willie-Man-Chew’s Treasure
Chest will be waiting at the Great
Texas Mosquito Festival’s souvenir
booth for those 25 key holders

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

BASF KIDS RUN

nightly to unlock the chest and
reveal their prizes.
Kids, your treasure chest will be
inside the golden gleam of a haystack. Get ready to dive into a pile
of hay to discover coins, prizes and
the thrill of the hunt for bounty at 6:
30 p.m. on Saturday, July 27.
These two events are included
with paid festival admission.

BASF sponsors the BASF “Kids
Run” to be held at the Clute Municipal Pool on Saturday, July 27. This
event is held in conjunction with
the Mosquito Chase 5K and will be
scheduled for a starting time of 8:
30 a.m., or immediately following
the Mosquito Chase 5K conclusion.

Registration will take place beginning at 8 a.m.
Registration and entry fee is
FREE. All entries will receive a
BASF T-shirt. All participants will
receive a participant ribbon. So
come out and take pictures as your
kids race to the finish line!

PETTING ZOO

Once on the festival grounds,
you may want to visit the petting
zoo. There is no charge to get into
the petting zoo. There is a small
fee if you would like to feed or
take a picture with the animals.

FESTIVAL ADMISSION, CARNIVAL
Thursday, July 25
Festival Hours: 5-10 p.m.
Dollar Day
Admission is $1 for all ages.
Carnival Armband $15 from 5-10
p.m.
Friday, July 26
Festival Hours: 5 p.m. to Midnight
Children (age 5 & under) FREE
ALL NIGHT
Children (age 6 - 12) & Senior
Citizens (age 65 & up) $5.
Adults (age 13 - 64) $10.
Carnival Armband Night $20 per
armband (5 p.m. to midnight)
Friday night admission ticket
covers all live entertainment.
Saturday, July 27
Festival Hours: 9 a.m. to 1 a.m.
Admission Prices for 9 a.m. to 2
p.m.: Children (Ages 12 & Under)
Free; Senior Citizens (65 & over)
Free; Adults (age 13 - 64) Daytime
$5 up to 2 p.m.
Admission Prices from 2:01 p.m.
up to 1 a.m.: Children (age 5 &
under) FREE ALL DAY; Children

(age 6 - 12) Nighttime $5; Senior
Citizens (age 65 & up) $5 Adults
(age 13 - 64) Nighttime $10.
Saturday night admission ticket
covers all live entertainment.
Carnival Information
Saturday Carnival Armband: $10
per armband 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
$20 per armband 5:01 p.m. to
midnight.
Carnival Ride Ticket Pricing:
1 single ticket is $1.
Free with admission
All Daily Entertainment
Access to BBQ Cook-Off Area
Haystack Dives
Mosquito Calling Contest
Mosquito Legs Contest
Live Concerts
Petting Zoo (Food Extra)
Putt Putt Golf
Senior Citizens’ BINGO
Sweet Potato The Clown
Willie-Man-Chew’s Treasure
Chest
Willie’s Party on Thursday night
- Main Pavilion
(Schedule of events on page 11.)
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There is something for everyone at the festival, even for those who don’t like mosquitoes

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin
The Great Texas Mosquito
Festival at Clute Municipal Park
will feature vendors, food, and a
carnival that will provide games
and rides for the family as well as a
barbecue cook-off and a Grillmaster
competition.
The barbecue competition will be
IBCA sanctioned.
“The GrillMaster is one of my
favorite events,” said Will Blackstock, the new Clute Parks &
Recreation Department director and

chairman of the festival.
“It is structured very similar to the
TV show ‘Chopped’ on the Food
Network.”
Contestants will be provided with
an Old Smokey charcoal grill and
charcoal. Then they will be given a
basket of secret ingredients, all of
which must be used in a dish they
will prepare for the festival judges,
said Blackstock.
There will also be a new nature
experience. Butterfly Encounter will
allow festival visitors to see, feed
and interact with live butterflies.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, July 25
Petting Zoo by playground; Willie’s Treasure Chest at souvenir booth
5:00 p.m.: Gates Open
Willie’s Party & Karoake Show w/Rockin’ Rick - Willie’s Party & Karaoke
Show at main pavilion.
6:15 p.m.: Welcome & opening ceremony - at stage
8:30 p.m.: Duelo - 8:30-10 p.m. at stage
10:00 p.m.: Gates close
Friday, July 26
BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned at BBQ Cook-off Pavilion
Petting Zoo next to playground: Willie’s Treasure Chest at souvenir booth
5:00 p.m.: Gates Open
5:15 p.m.: Doubles Horseshoe Tournament at horseshoe pits
6:30 p.m.: Grillmaster at BBQ Cook-off Pavilion
6:30 p.m. The Molly Ringwalds
8:30 p.m.: Bag of Donuts
10:30 p.m.: Skid Row
11:55 p.m.: Gates Close
Saturday, July 27
Petting Zoo by playground; Willie’s Treasure Chest by Souvenir Booth
7:30 a.m.: Mosquito Chase-5K Run starts at municipal pool
8:00 a.m.: BASF Kids Run, by municipal pool
8:30 a.m.: Doubles Washer-Pitching Tournament at horseshoe pits
9:00 a.m.: Gates Open Saturday
10:00 a.m.: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Fajita Judging at
BBQ Cook-off Pavilion: Senior Citizen’s Bingo at Event Center
11:00 a.m.: Daytime Carnival Wristband sales start
12:00 p.m.: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Chicken Judging at
BBQ Cook-off Pavilion
1:00 p.m.: Doubles Cornhole Contest at horseshoe pits.
1:30 p.m.: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Ribs Judging - at
BBQ Cook-off Pavilion
3:00 p.m.: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Brisket Judging - at
BBQ Cook-off Pavilion
5:05 p.m.: Night Carnival Wristband sales start
6:30 p.m.: Haystack Dive in front of Willie: Mosquito Calling - Adults at Main
Pavilion; Mosquito Calling - Children at Main Pavilion; Mosquito
Legs - Adults - at Main Pavilion; Mosquito Legs - Children at
Main Pavilion
7:00 p.m.: Shayne Still
9:30 p.m.: Sam Riggs
11:30 p.m.: Jerrod Niemann
Sunday, July 28
1:00 a.m.: Gates close. Come back next year.

This attraction will be free and open
to the public. For information, see
www.thebutterflyencounter.com
Some of the entertainment
returning to the festival this year will
be Rockin’ Rick’s Strolling Guitar
Cart and the karaoke show. Sweet
Potato the Clown, Twisted B Petting
Zoo and Oliver the Watusi of recent

PetCo fame are others returning.
On Friday afternoon, there will
be a horseshoes contest, a washer
contest on Saturday morning and
a cornhole tournament Saturday
afternoon. There will be cash payouts this year for the winners.
Saturday morning there will be
the Mosquito Chase 5K and the

BASF Kids Run. (Please see story
on page 10.)
Parking for the festival will
be available near the park at
Brazoswood High School, First
Baptist Church of Clute, and in the
neighborhood around the park and
parks department building, which is
located at 100 Parkview.
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IBCA-SANCTIONED BBQ AND FAJITA COOK-OFF

CONTESTS FOR KIDS, TOO

Those pesky mosquitoes are buzzing around, ready to be called into
the park by that special sound, call or voice. You will not want to miss out
on this unique event. So mark your calendar and don’t forget to bring your
cheering squad to share in the moment. Remember, it is open season
for those pros that can call the largest, fastest blood-sucking mosquito
around. There is no entry fee, once on the festival grounds. You may sign
up right before this event begins on Saturday, July 27, under the Main
Pavilion, at 6:30 p.m.
Got those good-looking, skinny mosquito legs? Then put on your shorts
and come out for the funniest event ever, as the contestants strut their
legs for the crowds and judges. You could be the center of attention as
you buzz away as the winner of the best-looking (Mr. or Ms.) Mosquito
Legs for 2019. There is no entry fee once on the festival grounds. So bring
your friends, family and yourself to sign up for this event, right before it
begins on Saturday under the Main Pavilion at 6:30pm.

Dates: July 26 - July 27, 2019
While their meat may not be
tough, the pit master competition in
the barbecue cook-off certainly is.
Pre-registration is required. Entry
fee is $150 per team (all teams must
be entered in the Brisket Division).
This event is sanctioned by IBCA
with small cash payouts for awards.
Entry fee includes five two-day
armbands for admission to the festival for Friday, July 26, and Saturday,
July 27.
Divisions: Beef Fajita, Chicken,
Pork Spare Ribs, Brisket. There is
also a separate event Friday night
called Grill Master.
Awards will be given for first
through third places except in the
Brisket division awards, which will
be first through fifth places.
Grand Champion and Reserve
Grand Champion will also receive
an award.
Grill Master Competition begins at
6:30 p.m., Friday, July 26. (See top
story on page 11.)
Judging begins Saturday, July
27, for Fajita Judging at 10 a.m.,
Chicken at Noon, Ribs at 1:30 p.m.,
Brisket at 3 p.m. Awards will be
presented at 4:30 p.m.
Canned beer will be allowed but
NO glass bottles, and ALL personal
alcoholic beverages must remain in
the cook-off area. Start your pits!

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

DOUBLE WASHER TOURNAMENT

Category: 13 years and up
(13-17 year olds must
have parent or guardian sign
the release form)
Join the Doubles Washers
Pitching at the Great Texas
Mosquito Festival on Saturday, July 27, at the Clute
Municipal Park at 8:30 a.m.
Entry fee is $35 per team
and includes two one-day
armbands good for Saturday.
You must register by Friday,
July 26, at 9 a.m. (or when a
maximum of 72 teams have
been reached) to participate.
First 25 paid teams will
receive free event T-shirts.
Awards will be given for first
through third places.
Team awards will include
two per team. (Photo by
Shawn Maynard)

MOSQUITO CHASE – 5K RUN

The Great Texas Mosquito Festival sponsors the Mosquito Chase “Run,”
which will be held at the Clute Municipal Pool on Saturday, July 27. This
event offers a 5K Certified Course. Be prepared for hot and humid weather.
Late registration is $30.
The first 75 paid entrants will receive a free T-shirt. (Note: Shirts are
available on a first-come, first-serve basis, and sizes are limited, so register
early.) The registration fee includes a complimentary Adult pass to the festival, good for admission into the festival grounds for one day.
On-site registration/check-in begins at 6:30 a.m. on Saturday, July 27.
There will not be a packet pick-up on Friday night this year.

Willie’s Party & Karaoke Show with Rockin’ Rick

Right as the gates open at 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 25, head to the main
pavilion for a rockin’ time with Rockin’ Rick at Willy’s Party & Karoake. It’s
free and fun for the whole family. There will be games, activities, music and
prizes. While you’re there, stay a while, because the show goes on until 8
p.m. Remember that it will only cost $1 to get into the festival on Thursday,
and there will be plenty to see and do, including a carnival.

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

Mosquito Festival ad in 1994 Bulletin

Look who headlined on Thurday night that year - the one and only
Selena. Her voice was silenced less than a year later.
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From his vantage point high
atop a moss-hung oak. Willie-ManChew rested from his long search
for a perfect home and surveyed
the scene below. Here, in the early
summer of 1981, the sight and
sounds that greeted him were a
delight to his senses. There were
healthy, energetic humans playing
ball, swimming in an Olympic-sized
swimming pool, enjoying stateof-the-art playground equipment,

ABOUT WILLIE

laughing and having fun. Willie’s discerning eye noted the lush greenery
surround the homes and schools
in the neighborhood. Springing, as
he does from the finest bloodlines
in southern Brazoria County, he
realized that he had, at last, found
the land of his dreams. Willie quickly
marshaled a group of humans as
his official goodwill ambassadors

and began preparations for the first
of the annual festivals that honor
him and his fellow mosquitoes the
last Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
of July each year. These ambassadors, whom Willie affectionately
and jokingly calls his “Swat Team,”
present three fun-filled days of special events, games, food, carnival
rides, and contests, craft booths,
cook-offs and other fun. Ya’ll come
down!

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

SENIOR CITIZENS BINGO

Senior Citizens Bingo will be held on Saturday, July 27, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Events Center.
Come join in the air-conditioned fun with this special time period for those
that are 65 years or older (or a resident of a Convalescent Home, Assisted
Living Home, or Seniors Group).
If you are with a group, please contact our office at 1-800-371-2971 to
make advanced arrangements. BINGO is the name of the game for this
year’s Saturday morning session! Hope to see you there.

MOSQUITO-CALLING CONTEST

Those pesky mosquitoes will be buzzing around, ready to be invited to
the park by those special sounds, calls, or in some cases, shrieks. Adults,
while the youngsters can compete, too, you will not want to miss out on this
all-ages event. Bring your brood to share this moment. It is open season for
those who can beckon the biggest swarm of mosquitoes on the Gulf Coast.
There is no entry fee, once on the grounds. You may sign up right before this
event begins Saturday, July 27, under the Main Pavilion at 6:30 p.m.

SHOW YOUR MOSQUITO LEGS

Skinny legs run in the family? Got those good-looking Mosquito legs?
While kids have their own competition at this event, the grown-ups can put
on their shorts, too, and come out to compete in the adult division as the
contestants show off their legs for the crowds and judges.
You might just walk away as the winner of the best-looking mosquito legs
title: “2019 Mosquito Legs.”
There is no entry fee once festival admission is paid. So bring your friends,
family and yourself to sign up, right before the contest begins on Saturday,
July 27, under the Main Pavilion at 6:30 p.m.
The Mosquito Calling and Mosquito Legs contests for children will be held
at the same time.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 July 23, 2019 THE BULLETIN Page 15

Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

week unfolds.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your
ideas and actions can spark joy
as well as passion in the week
to come. Sidestep a workplace
struggle for dominance and focus
your energies on making a valuable
vision come true. Embrace wise
business strategies.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Plant
the seeds and success will sprout.
Home fires may burn brightly, and
you may benefit from harmonious
family dynamics and team spirit.
Your negotiation skills are in top
form as the week begins.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A
loved one may seem changeable
or distant right now, but in the end,
true love conquers all. In the week
ahead, your social life could have
ups and downs as you may be challenged to deal with various people
with differing agendas.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Your past kindnesses and generosity will be rewarded. If you have a
powerful financial need, it is quite
possible that your prayers will be
answered this week. An acquaintance could give you a valuable tip

that will help you.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): You might hit the lottery of love
in the week ahead. The bonds of
friendships can grow tighter and
your social life could be buzzing.
You may find it easier than usual
to act on inspiring and romantic
notions.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Tap into the creative energy and use
your imagination to follow an idea to
a satisfactory conclusion. You can
launch something important if you
are willing to put your ego aside. If
not, it will be just a routine week,
with nothing new happening.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
All’s well that ends well. Your home
or the workplace could seem like a
hotbed of intrigue or crossed signals
for short periods as this week
unfolds, but issues will be resolved
easily if you take a partner’s advice.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
In the week ahead, partners and
friends may often be more willing
to discuss finance than romance.
If you wait for the right opening,
however, you will have a chance to
express your enduring affections.

History of the World On This Day
JULY 23
1715 - The first lighthouse in
America was authorized for construction at Little Brewster Island,
MA.
1827 - The first swimming school
in the U.S. opened in Boston, MA.
1829 - William Burt patented the
typographer, which was the first
typewriter.
JULY 24
1847 - Mormon leader Brigham
Young and his followers arrived in
the valley of the Great Salt Lake in
present-day Utah.
1847 - Richard M. Hoe patented
the rotary-type printing press.
1866 - Tennessee became the
first state to be readmitted to the
Union after the U.S. Civil War.
1933 - U.S. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt gave his fourth “Fireside
Chat.”
JULY 25
1394 - Charles VI of France
issued a decree for the general
expulsion of Jews from France.

1587 - Japanese strong-man
Hideyoshi banned Christianity in
Japan and ordered all Christians to
leave.
JULY 26
1775 - A postal system was
established by the Second Continental Congress of the United
States. The first Postmaster General was Benjamin Franklin.
1881 - Thomas Edison and
Patrick Kenny execute a patent
application for a facsimile telegraph
(U.S. Pat. 479,184).
1908 - U.S. Attorney General
Charles J. Bonaparte issued an
order that created an investigative
agency that was a forerunner of the
FBI.
JULY 27
1866 - Cyrus Field successfully
completed the Atlantic Cable. It was
an underwater telegraph from North
America to Europe.
1940 - Bugs Bunny made his
official debut in the Warner Bros.
animated cartoon “A Wild Hare.”

JULY 28
1868 - The Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was
declared in effect. The amendment
guaranteed due process of law.
1914 - World War I officially
began when Austria-Hungary
declared war on Serbia.
JULY 29
1786 - “The Pittsburgh Gazette”
became the first newspaper west
of the Alleghenies to be published.
The paper’s name was later
changed to “The Pittsburgh PostGazette.”
1914 - The first transcontinental
telephone service was inaugurated
when two people held a conversation between New York, NY and
San Francisco, CA.
1921- Adolf Hitler becomes
leader of the National Socialist
German Workers Party
1958 - The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA)
was authorized. by the U.S. Congress.

Jumbles: MIMIC GUAVA WANTED GUITAR
Answer: When is a dog’s tail not a tail? When it’s a -- “WAGGIN’”

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
When you are filled with enthusiasm, you can achieve everything
you can imagine. You may realize
that it is necessary to take steps
to make your dreams come true.
Friends will offer advice and encouragement this week.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Someone may offer ideas that
capture your imagination and lure
you away from dull chores. Enjoy
pleasant escapes from the ordinary
but don’t let them cause misunderstandings or disrupt your schedule
this week.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Strike a balance between income
and outflow. In the week ahead, you
might notice that you often spend
money spontaneously or purchase
items on a whim. This might be a
good time to develop a savings
strategy.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Greener pastures might grow more
attractive. You may sometimes feel
limited or frustrated by the necessities of modern life. Ambitious
people may influence your outlook
and impact daily routines as the
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Net loss
Wimbledon docked Aussie
Bernard Tomic his entire purse
— $56,100 — for “not meeting professional standards” in a lackluster
opening-round defeat.
Baltimore Orioles players are
suddenly shaking in their cleats.
Honking for homers
MLB bumper sticker waiting to

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
happen: “Honk if you haven’t hit 20
homers this season.”
The Pub Master
Bruce Masters, a 74-year-old
retired English rail worker, has
visited 51,784 pubs in 40 years.
Somewhere Harry Caray is hoisting an ice-cold Budweiser in his
honor.
Wrong backup plan
A 35-year-old serial toilet clogger
in Sheboygan, Wis., just got sen-

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

God created animals first, then man

Q: My science teacher says
all living things are classified as
animals. Is this true? - I.S.
A: God created animals first:
great sea creatures, birds, cattle
and the beasts of the earth, each
according to its kind, and then
God said, “Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness” (Genesis 1). He gave man
dominion over every living thing
on earth.
Man has three attributes which
animals do not have: reason,
conscience and will. Animals are
motivated by instinct. Their behavior patterns are instinctive, not
intelligent. A dog probably feels no
more remorse after biting a man
than he does when chewing a
bone. An animal acts instinctively,
according to set, inner urges.
The first man, Adam, used all
three of these attributes. First, he
reasoned that his own judgment
was as good as God’s, and he

ate the forbidden fruit. In that act,
the will of man came into play,
for he could have decided either
way. Then, after he broke God’s
command - not to eat of the fruit
– he felt conscience-stricken and
ran away to hide. Man has been
following the same pattern through
the centuries – willfully disobeying
God and running away.
Within these God-given
attributes are life or death, happiness or sorrow, and peace or
conflict. If he dissipates the powers
which God has given him, he is
of all creatures most miserable.
People are little creatures with big
capacities, finite beings with infinite
desires, deserving nothing but
demanding all. God made people
with this huge capacity and desire
in order that He might come in and
completely satisfy that desire.
God wants to commune with
mankind. The Bible says, “I will
dwell in them and walk among
them. I will be their God, and they
shall be My people” (2 Corinthians
6:16).
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

tenced to 150 days in jail.
Luckily for the Mariners he’ll be
out in time for spring training: They
can certainly use a good stopper.
Weighing game
Men put on twice as many
pounds as women in their freshman year of college, according
to researchers at Canada’s York
University. Especially the ones on a
football scholarship.
Lunker Trout
If Angels star Mike Trout played
an entire 162-game schedule
against Texas — based on what
he’s done in his 13 games against
the Rangers this season — he’d
finish with 112 homers, 199 RBI and
a 1.023 slugging percentage.
Watch my bumper
A study says Idaho is the worst
state for tailgaters.
With the obvious exception of
Boise State football games.
One strike, one out
Angels infielder Tommy La Stella
fouled a ball off his right leg and
fractured his tibia, knocking him out
of the All-Star Game. Probably not
the All-Star break he had in mind.
Street dancing for gold
There’s talk that breakdancing
might be a medal sport at the 2024
Summer Olympics in Paris.
Just think of it as Mary Lou Retton
at hyperspeed on pavement.
Talking the talk
— Cubs manager Joe Maddon, to
ESPN.com, after a fan-interference
call went against his team: “You
know what I would like you to do?
Call New York. Because I’m tired of
getting fined, quite frankly. I want my
grandkids to go to college.”
— Goalie Roberto Luongo, via
Twitter, on retiring from the Florida
Panthers after 19 NHL seasons:
“I’ve decided to take my talents to a
South Beach retirement home.”
Quote marks
— Comedy writer Brad Dickson,
after a Big Ten team (Michigan)
nearly won the College World
Series: “This is like a Buick Century
taking the checkered flag at the
Indianapolis 500.”
— Greg Cote of the Miami Herald,
via Twitter, on James Dolan getting
rebuffed by all the big NBA free
agents: “New name: New York Nix.”
— Title of competitive eater Joey
Chestnut’s new ESPN “30 for 30”
documentary: “The Good, The Bad,
The Hungry.”

The Bulletin also is available online at
mybulletinnewspaper.com as a pdf file. Read it online or
download it. Also, Check out our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin/

ACROSS
1 “Stay out of my affairs,” briefly
5 Briefly, e.g.
11 CFO’s degree
14 Window section
15 Like the sound of tall grass in the
breeze
16 “__ the ramparts ... “
17 Pizza topping veggie
19 Dusting cloth
20 Slugger __ Harper of the Nats

21 Stylish, clothes-wise
23 Remit
25 Traditional filled fare of Europe
and West Asia
29 Preppy shirt brand
31 Japanese noodle
32 Replaceable joint
33 Much-photographed evening
event
36 Showroom model
38 Salad staples

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Fuel efficiency no.
2 Pirate’s cry
3 Singly
4 Bar pint contents
5 Pet adoption org.
6 Nerdy types
7 BMOC, for one
8 Sixth sense, for short
9 MLB scoreboard letters
10 “In Treatment” star Gabriel __
11 Salt brand with an umbrella girl
12 Fab Four member
13 Socks pattern
18 Metropolis served by JFK and
LGA
22 Noah’s project
23 Circle ratios
24 Blue, in Baja
26 Spanish groceries
27 Adam’s second son
28 Fun and __
30 Mar.-to-Nov. hrs.
34 UFO pilots, presumably
35 Belted Forum garment
37 Wine barrel wood
39 Siena sweetheart
40 Through, in itineraries
41 Remove everything from, as a
fridge
42 Zoomed
45 NFL gains
46 Coke competitor
47 Snuck out to get hitched
48 Queasy feeling
49 Strike caller
51 Abs strengtheners
54 Religious factions
55 Neck areas brushed by barbers
56 Not working today
60 At no cost
63 Museum display
64 Fem. campus group
65 Shade of color
66 Org. for marksmen
67 Tyke
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Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

FIG KIWI PLUM LIME PEAR PEACH APPLE ORANGE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407
43 Unexpected obstacle
44 Revealing, as a bikini
46 Eye care brand
50 Savings vehicles for later yrs.
52 Copied
53 Baked-in-their-shells seafood
dish
57 NFL scores
58 Car body style
59 Saltwater candy
61 Covert __: secret missions
62 Down payment ... and what
17-, 25-, 38- and 53-Across have in
common (besides being food)
68 Sara of baking
69 Band on the road
70 Franc replacement
71 Oral health org.
72 Emphasize
73 French state
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MR. MORRIS

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers
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