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out, it covered the entire backseat,
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in such a way that once opened
by anyone other than a gas sta-
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word WABC’s Dan Ingram said
- even without a radio of your own
- because so many people were
blasting the same station. Big Dan
provided a great service by running
countless Coppertone commercials
and advising when it was time to roll
over.

Approved by all
Texas courts
Shortest class
allowed by law
Always entertaining!
Always educational!

Call today to make a reservation!

messages - usually something like:
“Arrived safely, although we got
lost several times. Rain is expected
to let up by Friday. The picture on
the other side is of the gift shop in
town where I bought this card. Love,
Pete.”
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I have played it, coached it and
reported on it, but soccer is way
down my list of what sporting events
to watch, even though it is the most
popular game worldwide.
We call it soccer. Worldwide it
is known as football. But that word
is already taken in the U.S.A. by
– football.
The word
“soccer” is simply
a diminutive of
association, as
in As-soc-iation
Football, with “er”
added, according to an article
RAMBLINGS I found in The
Guardian.
It was, apparently, all the rage
among public schoolboys in the midto late-nineteenth century to add “er”
onto the end of a butchered word. ...
“I’m going to play ‘Soccer.’” It quickly
caught on.
The British had to come up with
a new word because they already
used up football to describe rugby
football. So, they settled on this
“socc-cer” thing.
We had the same problem as the
Brits, so the word soccer came in
handy.
While professional soccer became
wildly popular in Great Britain and
all over the world, it has languished
in the U.S. We had other sports to
follow already that had more to offer,
according to some. (I had to attribute
this statement to somebody).
Scoring: There is almost none.
Most of the time fans just watch a
ball being kicked up and down the
(Continued on Page 6)
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Heatwave is here; beware of heatstroke and dehydration
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

On bright summer days we may
remember to apply the sunscreen,
but we may not remember to give
the heat the full respect it deserves.
When temperatures soar, Mayo
Clinic experts say we need to take

precautions. We also need to be on
guard for the warning signs of overheating. Family medicine physician
Jennifer Nordstrom, M.D., at Mayo
Clinic Health System in La Crosse,
Wisc., says heat illness can range

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK I WON’T SHOOT YOU: A man
entered a 7-Eleven store in Bonita Springs, Fla., with his shirt pulled over
his head to hide his face, and then tried to rob the place by pointing his
finger at the clerk like it was a gun and demanding cash. The clerk did
not comply.
OH, THAT EXPLAINS EVERYTHING, MA’AM: A woman was
arrested in Racine, Wisc., after she led police on a vehicle chase that
zigzagged the wrong way down one-way streets and through alleyways.
She objected to a field sobriety test, telling the officer that she was not
drunk, adding, “I already told you, smoked crack,”
YOU OLD FOGEYS CAN’T TELL US WHAT TO DO! : Officials
in Norway are preparing for the upcoming high school graduations and,
aware of what has happened in years past, have asked the students
to refrain from getting drunk, disrobing and running across bridges and
displaying behavior of an intimate nature on highway rotaries.
NO, OFFICER, I CAN’T PLAY ‘LADY OF SPAIN’: A woman
registered at a motel in Tacoma, Wash., carrying 7.5 pounds of meth,
worth $36,000, hidden in an accordion.
I JUST WANTED TO SEE THE LOOK ON THEIR FACES:
A young guy thought it would be fun to videotape people’s reactions at
a Disney resort in Orange County, Fla., when he falsely told them that
there was an “active shooter” on the premises. Cops locked the place
down and found him hiding in the bushes. They arrested him for disturbing the peace and disorderly intoxication.
HOLD THIS FOR ME; I GOTTA’ GO: A woman got into a fender
bender in the Ozone Park section of Queens, then ran a red light,
jumped a curb and crashed into the fence of a middle school. She then
got out, handed her baby to a passing stranger and ran away. She was
arrested when she came to the hospital looking for the child.
HOW WOULD THEY ICE IT DOWN?: A couple came into a convenience store in Dayton, Ohio, to steal beer. The woman put some in
her purse, and the man shoved several cans of Bud Ice down his pants
and attempted to exit the premises.
SHE COULDN’T TAKE THE HEAT: A woman, wanted by the
county sheriff for running away from her work-release, showed up at a
restaurant in in Middlesex Township, Pa., intoxicated and without pants.
I FEEL LIKE I CAN FLY, MAN! A man got into a head-on car
crash in Menomonie, Wis., after driving the wrong way down I-94 while
huffing computer cleaner.
WE’LL CALL HIM JOHN DEERE INSTEAD OF JOHN DOE:
A man led police on a chase through a subdivision of Athens. Ill., on a
large farm tractor. The vehicle’s top speed is 22 mph.
MAYBE HE DRANK TOO MUCH MOONSHINE: A 20-year-old
man, in a Tennessee court on a gun possession charge, dropped his
pants and mooned the judge several times. She told him that, if he did
not stop, he would be held in contempt and jailed. He could not resist,
and did it again. She had him locked up saying that he “defied court rules
of decorum.”

in severity from mild heat cramps to
heat exhaustion to a potentially lifethreatening heatstroke. She says
certain individuals are at higher risk
in the heat.
What puts you at higher risk?
— Diabetes, asthma or heart
disease
— The elderly or very young
— Being overweight or in poor
physical condition
— Recently been ill with a fever
— Having had heat illness before
— Hard chargers who ignore the
warning signs
Preventative measures
— Avoid strenuous activities
when the heat index is above above
105 degrees or the dew point is
above 70
— Drink 8 to 16 ounces of water
an hour before beginning a workout
— Maintain fluid intake before
thirst begins
— Avoid exercising in the hottest
part of the day
— Wear loose clothing to allow
for circulation
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
TRUE OR FALSE?
Q. What do the following four
statements have in common?: The
color red makes bulls angry. The
rust on a dirty nail causes tetanus.
Bananas grow on trees, and those
trees can walk. Cockroaches can
survive a nuclear apocalypse.
A. They are all common science myths, as reported in “How It
Works: Book of Amazing Science.”
1. Take those red capes, for
example. While humans “can see
light in red, green and blue wave
lengths, bulls, like most other mammals, only have two-colored vision,”
rendering them red-green color
blind. It’s not the color of the cape,
but its movement that attracts the
bull’s attention.
2. And now for a short lesson
on tetanus. Tetanus is caused by
a bacterial infection that exists as
spores in the soil, surviving for long
periods of time. So that rusty nail
probably has been outside for some
time, “making it more likely to have
come into contact with the bacteria.”
Be sure that your vaccinations are
up to date.
3. Here’s something you may not
know about bananas. They’re actually classified as berries, growing on
plants that might look like trees but

are really herbs with “trunks” made
from tightly wrapped leaves. The
plants have a network of sidewaysbranching roots that spread out
laterally and creep away under the
soil. From these roots, “new leaves
can spring up far from the original
stem, making it appear as though
the banana plant has moved.”
4. And finally, on to those seemingly indestructible cockroaches.
It is true that they can withstand
much higher levels of radiation than
humans. “However, while adult
roaches can survive radiation levels
equivalent to those released by the
Hiroshima nuclear bomb, their fertility is adversely affected by much
lower levels of radiation.”
THE MORE THINGS CHANGE,
THE MORE THEY STAY THE
SAME
Q. When children have been
asked to draw a scientist, the typical lab coats and bubbling beakers
emerge, but the person wearing the
lab coat is shifting. How so?
A. From 1966-1977, the first
“draw-a-scientist” studies included
5,000 children, but only 28 drawings
(0.6 percent) depicted a female,
says Erika Engelhaupt in “Science
News” magazine. When Ph.D. psychology candidate David Miller and
colleagues looked at studies from
1985-2016 involving children from
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kindergarten through 12th grade,
they discovered that, on average,
28 percent of participants now drew
female scientists (“Child Development” online).
But, concludes Engelhaupt,
“What hasn’t changed much: Kids
pick up gender stereotypes as they
grow up. At age 6, girls in the more
recent studies drew female scientists about 70 percent of the time.
By age 16, only 25 percent did so.”
ICELAND’S NEW NORM
Q. In the early 1990s, Iceland
had a serious problem: “its young
people were abusing drugs and
alcohol and becoming a social
menace.” What relatively simple
solution did officials successfully
execute?
A. Based on the advice of
addiction expert Harvey Milkman
at Denver, Colorado’s Metropolitan
State University, they worked to
“give teens the high they craved
in a healthier form — sports,” says
Laura Spinney in “New Scientist”
magazine. They imposed a nighttime curfew for 13-16-year-olds;
the state funded sports, dance
and arts programs; and parents,
teachers, politicians and journalists
all worked together to replace the
drug-oriented social norm with one
based on participation in sport and
the arts.
Today this approach has been
proclaimed “an unqualified success.” As Spinney concludes, “Icelanders even credit the new norm
with contributing to their victory
over England in the 2016 European
football championship.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Maine is the only state in the
U.S. with a name that is only one
syllable.
• Ninety percent of the country’s
toothpick supply is made in Maine.
They’re also famous for harvesting
the most lobsters and producing the
most broccoli.
• There is a house in Rockport,
Maine that is made entirely out of
newspapers.
• Both volleyball and basketball
were invented in Massachusetts. It
is also where the sewing machine
and computer were invented.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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You can use it in some states, but don’t pack cannabis
By Catharine Hamm

Los Angeles Times (TNS)

You can’t take it with you. Actually, you can. But it’s not a good
idea when you’re traveling, especially for the risk-averse.
We speak, of course, of cannabis;
its use was approved in California
by 57 percent of voters in November
2016. Proposition 64, known as the
Adult Use of Marijuana Act, allows
the recreational use of marijuana in
the Golden State; medical marijuana had been legal for about a
decade before that.
Legal, it should be noted, in

California. Not legal according to
federal law.
The conflict between state and
federal law is at the root of the
confusion. To clarify issues about
traveling with cannabis, here are
some questions and answers to
help guide you.
Note that the answers are based
on what’s legal now and are offered
with the knowledge that there is a
bit of “wink, wink, nod, nod” going
on. The easiest way to stay within
the law is not to break the law, even
if you disagree with it.
Note also that this is only for the

U.S.
Question: May I have cannabis
in my carry-on bag if I’m flying to a
state where it’s legal?
Answer: No, not legally, in
carry-on or checked baggage,
and here’s why, according to the
Transportation Security Administration’s explanation on its website:
“Possession of marijuana and
cannabis infused products, such
as Cannabidiol (CBD) oil, is illegal
under federal law. TSA officers are
required to report any suspected
violations of law, including possession of marijuana and cannabis
infused products.”
Q: But would they bust me for
that?
A: Maybe. TSA’s further explanation: “TSA’s screening procedures
are focused on security and are
designed to detect potential threats
to aviation and passengers. Accordingly, TSA security officers do not
search for marijuana or other illegal
drugs … ”
But, it notes, if it does find drugs,
it will “refer the matter to a law

enforcement officer.”
Q: But it’s legal in California, so
why would I be in trouble?
A: Because it’s not legal under
federal law. You cannot transport
cannabis to another state.
It’s especially confusing because
California laws allow possession. But, said Jonathan Havens,
co-chairman of the cannabis law
practice at Saul Ewing Arnstein and
Lehr, a firm with offices in numerous states, the issue is crossing (or
attempting to cross) state lines with
a “federally illegal product.”
“It doesn’t matter if a state has
said you can consume it,” Havens
said. “When you are crossing state
lines … to another state, even if it’s
another state that has a law on their
books, with a federal illegal product
that’s interstate commerce and
that’s a problem.”
Q: O.K., I’m driving to Oregon,
where it is legal. Am I O.K.?
A: No. See above in re: transporting across state lines. Buy it
there and use it there; don’t bring it
home.
Q: I’m driving to Arizona, and I
want to take cannabis. I bought it
legally in California. Am I O.K.?

A: No. You must abide by the
laws of the state you are in, and it is
not legal for recreational use in Arizona. And you also can’t transport it
across state lines.
Take a look at Weedmaps’ page
(lat.ms/weedmaps) or the page from
the National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws page
(norml.org/states) page, each of
which has a rundown on state laws.
Q: I have a license for medical
marijuana. Can I carry it on a plane
if I have all the paperwork?
A: No. Same problem: not legal
at the federal level.
Q: I have a medical card in
California. Can I use it to buy in the
state I’m visiting?
A: Don’t count on it. “People
should not assume there is reciprocity,” Havens said.
Q: Aren’t these answers conservative?
A: Yes. You may be complying
with state law, but if you’ve run afoul
of federal law, you’re not dealing
with the state authorities. Don’t
travel with cannabis across state
lines. You never know when you’re
going to encounter an authority who
says cannabis is illegal.
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S.F.A. CHN gets $400K grant for behavior health program
Donations flood in to help DeSoto High
The funding will also pay for two
Stephen F. Austin Community
patients to prevent and address
School student stripped of valedictorian spot Health
additional therapists and provide
Network, dba Commumental illness and substance use

By Corbett Smith

The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

DESOTO, Texas — DeSoto High
School’s on-again, off-again valedictorian won’t have to worry about
affording her first year of college
after all.
Destiny Brannon — the graduating senior who lost her valedictorian
spot after DeSoto discovered errors
in how it calculated its final rankings
— will be able to cover first-year
tuition costs at the University of
Texas at Austin, thanks to the generosity of others.
A GoFundMe account created to
“Get Destiny to UT” raised nearly
$40,000 in 10 days, receiving donations from more than 300 people,
some as far away as Ireland.
“I was very surprised and very
grateful,” Destiny said. “I never
expected it to get like that.”
Destiny had originally expected
her first year at Texas to be tuitionfree, a bonus given to every valedictorian at a Texas public high school.
But in mid-June, DeSoto administrators revealed that they had erred
in calculating her academic standing, somehow basing their rankings
on grades from the fall semester.
After factoring in grades from
the spring, Destiny’s rank dropped
to No. 3; Brian Uzuegbunam was
named DeSoto’s new valedictorian,
rising from No. 4 to No. 1.
Destiny and her mother, Samantha Johnson-Brannon, both believed
that the change in ranking was retribution for her graduation speech,

where she criticized DeSoto
Independent School District for
putting its athletic programs ahead
of academics — an allegation that a
district’s spokesperson dismissed.
Not long after her story was
reported — originally by WFAATV (Channel 8) and then by other
outlets, including The Dallas Morning News — Destiny took to social
media to defend herself, saying it
was “irritating … to see people who
you thought were friends say negative things or little smart comments.”
“Just because I was the one
going public about it doesn’t mean
‘I was only doing this for money,’”
Destiny tweeted on July 5. “So
let’s get that clear. Every day I see
someone giving their 2 cents on
me!”
She continued: “Again regardless
of what y’all have to say I feel the
way I feel, and I’m absolutely NOT
proud to have been a part of Desoto
ISD. I’m beyond happy to have met
the people I’ve met and the great
teachers I’ve had as well. But let me
move on and get over it.
“I’m now moving on to a new
avenue and journey in my life !!
#UT22 thank you.”
Destiny said her family has been
in contact with admissions officers
at Texas who have been reassuring,
telling her that “everything would
work out.”
She will head off to Austin in midAugust, spending her final month
at home working as a lifeguard at a
DeSoto public pool.

nity Health Network (CHN) has
announced that Episcopal Health
Foundation awarded a $400,000,
three-year planning and implementation grant award to CHN to fully
develop an integrated behavioral
health model.
CHN will use the Episcopal
Health Foundation’s grant to embed
a family nurse practitioner within the
behavioral health program at the
Callaway Behavioral Health Center
providing primary care and Medication Assisted Therapy for opioid
addiction.

for care coordination/case management services of patients to address
their physical and behavioral
diagnoses.
Patients will be fully educated on
their mental health and chronic care
conditions; assisted with transition
of care issues and provided referral
assistance for social determinant of
health needs.
CHN appreciates Episcopal
Health Foundation for the tremendous opportunity this grant award
affords CHN to implement the
best possible quality programs for

disorders.
Community Health Network is a
Federally Qualified Health Center
located in Brazoria and Galveston
Counties offering integrated medical, dental and behavioral health
care services for individuals with private insurance, Medicaid, Medicare
and the uninsured.
Its main locations are in Alvin,
Freeport, Pearland and League City.
The mission of Community Health
Network is to make quality health
care accessible to all people regardless of their ability to pay.
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My take on why professional soccer is not that popular in U.S.
(Continued from Page 1)

big field. Americans like games
where there is a chance of a high
score. We don’t like to watch for 90
minutes just to see a bouncing ball
and then go home seeing one or
two goals.
Tie: We hate ties (I seldom
wear one). Walking away from the
stadium after a tie game is worse
than losing, if you ask me (thank
you for asking.) It’s like the game
never happened. I could be wrong
about this. The game may actually
have happened.
Power: We like lots of scoring
and some control over the refereeing of the game. In soccer, a referee
can extend the game, take goals
away and assign penalty kicks,
which is why soccer players learn
to flop before learning how to play
soccer.
We don’t like to give a referee all
that power. We have replays, set
times (except in baseball where
the game can theoretically last
infinitely). We like the referee to be
accountable to a higher power (Not
God, although that comes later. The
replay booth in New York.)
Rioting: We riot over important
things like a law, the government,
or an unjust war. But most of us in
the U.S. do not enjoy being in the
middle of a riot caused by a soccer
game.
Europe simply calls soccer rioting
“soccer hooliganism.” This fixes the
problem of people being attacked
before, during and after a game for
cheering for the wrong team and
women being groped as they enter
and leave the stadium.
Soccer riots are “the thing to do.”
It’s not a great place for a family
outing, like baseball, for example,
in Houston on a Tuesday – dollar
hotdog night. (I saw a guy eat six of
them and then wash it all down with
a $12 beer.)

DID YOU KNOW?
• The first ever soccer match was
played on Barnes common at Mortlake, London on 19th December
1863 between Barnes Football Club
and Richmond Football Club. The
game ended in a 0-0 draw.
• Sialkot, a town in Pakistan is
the soccer ball production capital of
the world, exporting about 30 million
soccer balls a year.

Can’t use your hands: I
think this is a big reason why the
sport doesn’t make it past the youth
leagues in popularity here. We like
sports that require the throwing, carrying and catching of balls. Football
has all of the above. Baseball and
basketball lack the carrying part, but
they have other things to make up
for it, like the grand slam and the
dunk.
How can we make soccer

more popular here? Make it
more brutal. In basketball, we have
the block, which causes two players
to crash into each other on purpose. In baseball, we have players
crashing into the outfield wall while
making a great catch and rolling into
the dugout for the same reason. In
football we have – football. It is 100
percent brutality.
In soccer, we have flopping.
john.bulletin@gmail.com
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ACC plans Super Saturday Registration Blitz for Aug. 11
For students who work and may
not have time to test, register or
apply for Financial Aid for college
during the week, Alvin Community
College is opening its doors on
Saturday, Aug. 11 for the Super
Saturday Registration Blitz.
ACC staff members will be at the
college from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
Admissions Office to provide help
for those wanting to take courses in
the fall.
Fall registration is now open and
will close on Aug. 13. During the
week, students can register at any
of ACC’s three locations, the main

campus, the University of Houston
Clear Lake-Pearland campus and at
Shadow Creek High School.
The ACC Admissions Office is
open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Tuesday and 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday.
ACC is closed on Fridays until
August 10. UHCL Pearland offices
are open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. To register
at Shadow Creek High School, visit
on Wednesday or Thursday at 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Several services will be offered,
including state-required testing
to attend college. Students must

My Answer by Billy Graham

Stay in touch with your church community

Q: I’m older and not in very
good health, and it’s getting harder
and harder for me to get around.
Is it wrong for me to just watch our
church’s service on TV? I miss
seeing my friends, but it’s very
difficult for me to make it to church
now, especially since I gave up
driving. - Mrs. R.L.
A: God knows your limitations,
and He doesn’t look down on you
because you can’t do everything
you once did. (Incidentally, I commend you for realizing it was no
longer wise for you to continue
driving. I’m sure it was a difficult
decision, but it was the right one.
and one we’ll all face eventually.)
Be thankful, however, that you
aren’t completely cut off from
your church, but that you’re still
able to worship with them through
television and hear God’s Word as
it is preached. Remember, God’s

Word is not limited by distance or
confined only to a building. As the
Bible says, “The word of God is
alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword... it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart”
(Hebrews 4:12).
At the same time, I urge you to
do whatever you can to maintain
contact with your church. Drop your
pastor a note, explaining why you
don’t attend as often as you once
did, and saying you’d welcome a
visit. In addition, stay in contact
with your friends in the congregation, and let them know you’re
praying for them.
Finally, turn your heart and
mind to Christ and the hope we
have of heaven because of Him.
Sometimes, I’m afraid, older people
become overly absorbed with their
present problems. Don’t let this
happen to you, but “set your hearts
on things above, where Christ is”
(Colossians 3:1).

register for testing by Aug. 9 in order
to take the exams on Saturday, Aug.
11. Seats for testing fill quickly. The
tests will be administered starting at
8:15 a.m.
Staff members with the Continuing Education and Workforce Development Department will be available
for students who want to enroll in a
career training program.
Those who need guidance on
which courses to take can also visit
with academic advisors who will
be on hand. Advisors can visit with
students to determine which classes
will fit their needs and which degree
plan is best suited for them.
Financial Aid staff members will
be available to help students apply
for assistance to help pay for their
courses.
Students will also be able to pay
for their classes, purchase their
books, obtain a student ID and
receive their parking pass.
Once students have finished
testing and know which classes they
want to take, they can then register
for the 2018 fall semester.
From Aug. 14-21 registration will
include a late fee. Classes begin on
Aug. 20.
Students attending the Saturday
event can register for the services
they need starting at 8 a.m. at the
Admissions Office.
Prospective students are encouraged to review the steps to get
started prior to the event. Find the
steps or to sign up for testing visit
www.alvincollege.edu or e-mail
advising@alvincollege.edu. For
details, call (281) 756-3526.

Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that
works is our specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 and
see for yourself.
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Brazoria County museum to host author of ‘outsider art’ book Things you won’t need on vacation
Join the Brazoria County Historical Museum on Thursday, July 26,
at 6:30 p.m. as it hosts author Jay
Wehnert for his book “Outsider Art in
Texas: Lone Stars.”
Limited
quantities of
the book will
be available
for sale at the
Museum during
the event.
Admission to
the program is
free.
Jay Wehnert
For more
information, call (979) 864-1208,

or visit the Museum’s website at
www.bchm.org.
Jay Wehnert will discuss his
book, which takes readers on a
visually stunning excursion through
the lives and work of 11 “outsider
artists” from Texas.
Outsider artists are individuals
who live and create art outside
of the cultural and societal mainstream. These artists have little
awareness in or connection to the
art world or art history.
One such artist is Richard
Gordon Kendall, a homeless man
in downtown Houston who created
colorful drawings of downtown

buildings. Another artist was Charles
Dellschau, who spent his later years
in Houston in his solitary room working in secret on some 12 volumes of
books with artwork and drawings of
flying machines.
After Dellschau’s death, many of
his creations were rescued from a
pile of fire debris. Today, his work
is some of the most highly soughtafter in the outsider art world.
Like other outsider artists, both
Kendall and Dellschau were driven
by intense personal motivation with
no expectation that their work would
have an audience in the mainstream
art world.

Port Freeport maintains its solid ‘A’ (S&P) bond rating
Port Freeport has announced the
affirmation of its long-term “A” rating
and stable outlook by Standard &
Poor’s (S&P) Global Ratings for

the Port’s senior-lien revenue and
refunding bonds.
“We are proud to maintain a
high rating given by a respected,

independent source for credit
ratings,” said Port Freeport Chief
Financial Officer, John Mannion. “A
strong credit rating benefits every
stakeholder in the Port community
by lowering the cost of debt for the
Port projects benefitting the entire
region.”
S&P’s analysts cited that the Port
has maintained strong financial
performance, low debt burden, and
very strong liquidity levels. The
analysts noted that tonnage has
trended positively since 2009, and
that continued growth is expected
as the oil and gas industry continues to invest in south and central
Texas.
“A stable bond rating shows that
management and the Port Commission continue to make responsible
decisions about strategic capital
investments and plans of finance
supporting the economic growth of
the Port and the region,” said Commission Chairman Paul Kresta.

VACATIONS
Every 60 seconds, 146 cubic
yards of sandcastles are being built
worldwide.
During an average lift-off, a
commercial jet takes off at 550-580
miles per hour.
The word Pennsylvania is misspelled “Pensylvania” on the Liberty
Bell, which tourists can now see in
Philadelphia.
The population of Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina jumps from 30,000
to over 350,000 in the summer
months.

(Continued from Page 1)

Coins. So many things on a
vacation used to require coins:
vending machines, toll booths,
parking meters and, most importantly, pay phones. Finding a
phone was always a challenge;
finding one that worked was an
even bigger challenge. But to
locate a functioning pay phone
and then run out of change – a
disaster!
Batteries. As soon as our
vacation plans were confirmed, my
dad would say, “I’ve got to stock up
on batteries.” You could get by with
having dirty underwear or forgetting your hat, but you never, ever,
wanted to find yourself on vacation
without fresh batteries. The big fat
ones went in the flashlight, while
smaller ones powered the radio
and the flash on the camera.
Camera. Before cellphones,
people on vacation actually carried
a camera wherever they went, plus
an enormous amount of what was
known as “camera gear.” Many
folks got along fine with a simple
Brownie. But often a family had
one person, usually an uncle, who
brought it all: flash attachment,
lenses, filters, tripod, and a bulky
case. His pictures weren’t much
better than those shot with the
Brownie, although taking them was
always a more elaborate production.
Board games. As kids, we
might have flown several thousand
miles for a glimpse of the Grand
Canyon, yet the big attraction was

sitting in the hotel playing Monopoly or Clue. Nowadays the best
games are on devices that can
be carried - so kids can play while
walking along the Grand Canyon
without ever looking up.
Travelers checks. Money
used to be a major problem on
a trip if you failed to plan ahead
by purchasing travelers checks.
The most popular kind, issued by
American Express, used a distinctive blue ink so as to convey value
while not being confused with
actual cash. For foolproof security,
you signed them in not one but two
places! If you miscalculated and
ran out of travelers checks, you
were forced to get money “wired”
to you via Western Union, with
branches located in the seediest
part of every town.
A few more things you needn’t
worry about this summer.
Don’t board your dog (pets all
fly free these days as “service
animals”).
Don’t forward your calls (the
only calls to your landline are from
robots trying to sell you things).
And don’t ask the Post Office to
hold your mail (it will only be junk
- unless, of course, you decide to
send yourself a postcard).
A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming
live appearances is available at
www.CandidCamera.com. Peter
Funt is a writer and speaker. His
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is
available at Amazon.com and
CandidCamera.com.©2018 Peter
Funt.
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THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

Mosquito Chase-5K Run
The Great Texas Mosquito Festival sponsors the Mosquito Chase “Run”
to be held at the Clute Municipal Pool on Saturday, July 28, at 7:30 a.m.
This event offers a 5K Certified Course. Be prepared for “hot” and “humid”
weather.
Pre-Registration $25 up to June 30. Late Registration $30 after until July 28.
The first 75 paid entrants will receive a free T-shirt.
(Note: Shirts are on a first-come, first-serve basis, and sizes are limited so
register early.)
The registration fee includes a complimentary adult pass, good for admission
into festival grounds one day.
On-site registration/check-in begins at 6:30 a.m. on Saturday, July 28.

Mosquito Calling Contest
Those pesky mosquitoes are
buzzing around, ready to be called
into the park by that special sound,
call or voice. You will not want to
miss out on this one-of-a-kind event
on Saturday. July 28, 6:30-7:30 pm.
So mark your calendar and don’t
forget to bring your cheering squad
to share in the moment.
Remember, it is open season for
those pros that can call the largest,
fastest, and biggest blood-sucking mosquito around. There is no
contest entry fee, once one has paid

for festival admission. You may sign
up right before this event begins on
July 28 under the Main Pavilion.

BBQ and Fajita Cook-off
This is a tough competition for those teams that know how to use a BBQ pit.
Pre-registration is required. Entry fee is $150 per team (all teams must be
entered in the Brisket Division).
This event is sanctioned by IBCA with cash payouts for awards. Entry fee
includes five 2-day armbands for admission to the festival for Friday, July 27,
and Saturday, July 28.
Divisions: Beef Fajita, Chicken, Pork Spare Ribs, Brisket. There also is a
separate event Friday night called Grill Master.
Awards will be given for 1st thru 3rd places except in the Brisket division
in which awards will be 1st thru 5th places. Grand Champion and Reserve
Grand Champion will also receive an award.
July 27th - Grill Master Competition begins at 6:30 p.m.
Judging begins July 28 for Fajita Judging at 10 a.m.; Chicken at Noon; Ribs
at 2 p.m., Brisket at 4 p.m., and awards will be presented at 5:30 p.m.

Senior Citizen’s Bingo
Come join in the fun with this special time period for those that are 65
years or older (or a resident of a Convalescent Home, Assisted Living Home,
or Seniors Group).
If you are with a group, please contact our office at 800-371-2971 to make
advanced arrangements.
BINGO is the name of the game for this year’s morning session. Participants should be present on July 28 by 10 a.m. in the Events Center.

Haystack Dive
Hey there kids, get ready to dive into a pile of hay to discover coins, prizes
and the thrill of this fun-filled event on July 28, at 6:30 p.m., in front of Willie.
Everyone has fun, including spectators of all ages! So come on out and
enjoy the experience designed especially for youth. There is no entry fee for
this contest, other than the festival admission.

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

BASF Kids Run
BASF sponsors the BASF “Kids Run” to be held at the Clute Municipal
Pool on Saturday, July 28. This event is held in conjunction with the Mosquito
Chase 5K and will be scheduled for 8:30 a.m. starting time - or immediately
following the Mosquito Chase 5K conclusion. Registration will take place
beginning at 8 a.m.
Registration and entry fee is FREE. All entries will receive a BASF t-shirt.
All participants will receive a participant ribbon. So come out and enjoy this
event as a runner or an observer, watching the kids race to the finish line.

Willie Man-Chew’s Treasure Chest
Buy an adult ticket to our festival and have a chance to open Willie ManChew’s Treasure Chest. It is filled with prizes waiting for 25 lucky festival
patrons to unlock the chest each evening to see what they have won.
The Brazoswood Gate will be issuing keys each evening, between the
hours of 6-8 p.m., to the first 100 paid adult tickets sold on Thursday, July 27,
the first 150 paid adult tickets sold on Friday, July 28, and the first 250 paid
adult tickets sold on Saturday, July 29.
Willie Man-Chew’s Treasure Chest will be waiting at the Great Texas Mosquito Festival’s souvenir booth for those lucky key holders to unlock his chest
and reveal his or her prizes.

Petting Zoo

Once on the festival grounds, children may visit the petting zoo. There
is no charge to get into the petting zoo. There is a small fee to feed the
little critters inside or take a picture with them.

New carnival for 2018
Jim’s Rides is the carnival company.
Individual/set tickets are available
as well as carnival wristbands.
Carnival wristband times are:
Thursday 5-10 p.m. Ride all night
Armband - $15
Friday 5 p.m. to 12 a.m. Ride all
night Armband - $20
Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Armband - $10; then it increases 5:01
p.m. to midnight to $20.
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There is something for everyone at the Great Texas Mosquito Festival

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

ENTERTAINMENT

KEVIN FOWLER
Saturday, July 28
11:30 p.m. - 1 a.m.

BAG OF DONUTS performs Saturday, July 28, 9:30 - 11 p.m.

SHAYNE STILL
Saturday, July 28
7-9 p.m.

DAVID NAIL
Friday, July 27
10-30 p.m. - Midnight

THE SPAZMATICS
Friday, July 27
8:30-10 p.m.

ACROSS LIFE
Friday, July 27
6-8 p.m.

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday, July 26

Petting Zoo & Willie’s Treasure Chest
5:00 PM Carnival Wristband Times; Gates Open Thursday
6:30 PM Willie’s Home Run Party
8:00 PM Willie’s Karaoke Show -Thursday Night 8:00-10:
00 PM - Willie’s Singing Mosquito Karaoke Show
Friday, July 27
BBQ and Fajita Cook-off (IBCA Sanctioned); Petting Zoo;
Willie’s Treasure Chest
5:00 PM Carnival Wristband Times; Gates Open Friday
5:15 PM Doubles Horseshoe Tournament - Horseshoe
Pitching
6:00 PM Across Life performs - Friday Night 6:00-8:00pm
6:30 PM Grillmaster
8:30 PM Spazmatics perform - Friday Night 8:30-10:00pm
10:30 PM David Nail performs - Fri. Night 10:30PM-Midnight
11:55 PM Gates Close Friday
Saturday, July 28
Petting Zoo; Willie’s Treasure Chest
7:30 AM Mosquito Chase-5K Run
8:00 AM BASF Kids Run
8:30 AM Doubles Washer Pitching Tournament
9:00 AM Gates Open Saturday
10:00 AM BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned Fajita Judging; Senior Citizen’s Bingo
11:00 AM Daytime Carnival Wristband Times
12:00 PM BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned Chicken Judging
1:00 PM Our Pick Doubles Cornhole Contest
2:00 PM BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Ribs
Judging
4:00 PM BBQ and Fajita Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Brisket Judging
5:05 PM Night Carnival Wristband Times
6:30 PM Haystack Dive; Mosquito Calling - Adult contest;
Mosquito Calling - Children’s contest; Mosquito Legs contest 7:00 PM for adults and children
Shayne Still performs - Saturday Night 7:00-9:00 PM
9:30 PM Bag of Donuts performs - Saturday Night 9:30 PM
-11:00 PM
11:30 PM Kevin Fowler performs -Saturday Night 11:30
pm-1:00 AM - Kevin Fowler
1:00 AM Gates Close
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How the Mosquito Festival became famous

The Great Texas Mosquito Festival is approaching its 38th Annual
Festival, scheduled for July 26, 27 &
28 in Clute.
The festival was started to promote and encourage tourism in the
City of Clute. Over the years, the
festival has grown tremendously,
attracting some 13,000 plus visitors
over the three-day event.
The Great Texas Mosquito
Festival has received a tremendous
amount of publicity across the
country in newspapers, magazines,
books, on radio and television stations.
In 2014, The Top Events USA
website named the festival as one
of the top 20 Events and Festivals
in and around Houston, Texas. The
festival was elected by residents,
tourists and visitors, the team

of travel writers working for Top
Events USA, and some officials of
the relevant states and cities of the
USA, too.
In July 2011, we received an
award from Texas Festivals and
Events Association for 3rd Place
Best Miscellaneous Printed Material. The US Commerce Association
notified festival staff they had won
the 2011 Best of Clute Award in
the Outdoor Category. Southwest
Airlines Spirit Magazine picked the
festival to showcase in their July
issue, where they did a write-up and
also placed a photo of Willie on their
calendar of events. Boat US did a
write-up and placed Clute on their
map showing the Gulf Coast.
In 2010, Great Day Houston
with Debra Duncan (Channel 11
KHOU) did a live interview seg-

ment from the festival grounds with
Dana Pomerenke, Chairman Great
Texas Mosquito Festival, then aired
the Haystack Dive Event at the
end of her show. The festival was
a main story for the Travel Section of the Boston Glove in July.
Sports Talk Radio in the UK did
a live interview on their Sunday
show with Lin Richey, then-Marketing Director about the sporting
events. Numerous publications and
websites, such as womansday.com,
todayshow.com, and others have
written about the festival.
In 2008, Author T. Jensen Lacey
came to town to autograph her book
“AMAZING TEXAS”, which she
wrote about The Great Texas Mosquito Festival: See What The Buzz
Is About on page 228 and 229. The
festival is also in the Texas Hometown Cookbook by Sheila Simmons
& Kent Whittaker on page 238 as
well as the city’s Harvest Fun Fest.
Macmillan McGraw-Hill /School
Solution Group did a two-page
spread in the Texas Reading 2011
book that talks about the City of
Clute and The Great Texas Mosquito Festival.
In 2007, the LeBron James Bubblicious® Ultimate Bubble Blowing
League™ Tour came to the festival,
giving festival patrons an opportunity to participate in this national
tour. One of the local participants
won the opportunity to go to New
York to the finals and had a once-ina-life-time chance to meet LeBron
James.
In 2004-2005, The Food Network
was surfing the Internet and came
upon the festival website. They were
so intrigued that they sent some film
crews down to film a portion of our
BBQ Fajita Cook-off for a 30-minute
segment on All American Festivals
(Fajitas Festivals) that aired on
January 17, 18 and 23, and again
in April of 2005. This segment from
our festival ran each year before our
festival until 2009. We also generated a national interest in 2005
with the American Mosquito Control
Association requesting the opportunity to do a satellite feed from our
festival grounds on a Saturday. This
segment was seen on numerous
talk shows throughout Texas and
the United States with Willie as a
back drop.

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
Besides local recognition, the
festival has been seen in U.S.A.
Today, Texas Co-Op Power
magazine, Texas Hot Country
Magazine, Gulfscapes Magazine,
The Anchorage Daily News, People
Magazine, Newsweek, Southern
Living, Texas Highways, Bangkok
newspaper, and many more. Live at
Five has broadcast from the festival
grounds and CBS This Morning
has picked it up by satellite. Real
People, David Letterman, Johnny
Carson Show, Nashville Now and
Fishin’ Texas have all talked about
the crazy festival down in Clute,
Texas. “Willie-Man-Chew” and his
group were photographed with
Debra Duncan after the show in the
summer of 2002. Radio stations
across the United States have
done numerous live interviews with
the organizers – the SWAT TEAM
members. The American Embassy
in Japan and the U.S. Tourist office
in London, England have made

several inquiries about the festival
over the years.
The BUZZ you hear in July is
coming from Clute, Texas, the Home
of the Great Texas Mosquito Festival, where Willie-Man-Chew greets
visitors from near and far to enjoy
three fun-filled days of entertainment, food, contests, and family fun.
The mascot is the world’s largest
mosquito, standing 26’ tall with a
large cowboy hat, boots, and a large
probiscus. Willie is the favorite of
all the festival visitors and becomes
the most-photographed souvenir
memory of the county.
The festival has lots to offer
with a carnival, games, contests,
races, tours and Live Entertainment
Nightly on stage. For the athletically inclined, there is a “Mosquito
Chase” 5K Run and 600 meter Kids
run on Saturday. Also on Saturday,
there are tournaments featuring double Cornhole pitching and
double washer pitching.

SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Gomez tantrum
The Rays’ Carlos Gomez
provided his own Fourth of July
fireworks, smashing a dugout water
cooler with his bat and punching
another one after striking out in the
second inning of his team’s 3-0 loss
to the Marlins.
Veteran observers — citing
Gomez’s career-worst .195 batting
average — were shocked that he hit
either one.
One strike and one out
Roger Hoover, the radio voice of
the Class AA Jacksonville Jumbo
Shrimp, lost the screen on his
laptop midgame when a foul ball
shattered it during his Fourth of July
broadcast. Well, that’s one way to
get rid of pop-up ads.

News flash
Dateline L.A.: LaVar Ball lowers
his sights, insists he’s always
dreamed of having all three sons
play for BC Vytautas.
Upon further review
Authorities in Manitoba have
dropped marijuana charges against
Saskatchewan Roughriders
receiver Duron Carter.
Apparently the instant-replay
booth ruled he didn’t have possession.
Say What? Dept.
Move aside, jumbo shrimp, and
make room for the language’s latest
oxymoron, courtesy of the Warriors’
Kevin Durant: 7-foot small forward.
Sport of Kings Dept.
England-based Phoenix Thoroughbreds — the same outfit
that owns Belmont runner-up
Gronkowski — has purchased a 2year-old son of Medaglia d’Oro and
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renamed the colt LeBron J.
Just one problem: The colt
immediately voided his contract and
bolted for L.A.
Hurt 1, Hurt 2 …
Jake Fromm, Georgia’s sophomore quarterback, broke his nonthrowing hand in a freak boating
accident this offseason — this after
previously landing in the ER with a
fishhook stuck in his leg.
Bulldog sympathizers are already
passing the hat to get this guy a
PlayStation 4 or something.
T.O., as in Talking Offsite
Diva receiver Terrell Owens says
he will make his Pro Football Hall of
Fame induction speech at his alma
mater, Tennessee-Chattanooga, on
the same date as the ceremonies in
Canton, Ohio.
Hey, don’t laugh. He could’ve
chosen to speak while doing sit-ups
in his driveway.

Can too much sugar increase the risk of certain cancers?
By Barbara Quinn

The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

We could avoid about 3 of every
10 common types of cancer if we
would change certain diet and
lifestyle habits, says the World
Cancer Research Fund and the
American Institute for Cancer
Research. A good place to start,
they recommend, is to eat a
nutritionally balanced diet and stay
away from tobacco and excess
alcohol.
What about sugar? Doesn’t that
feed cancer cells? It sure does.
And it feeds healthy cells as well.
Even if we entirely avoided all carbohydrates (sugars and starches
that break down to sugar), our
bodies would use protein in an
alternate recipe to make glucose
(sugar) to fuel our cells. It is not
true, therefore, that we can starve
cancer cells if we avoid all sugar.
That is just the beginning of
our confusion about sugar and
cancer, according to an article by
registered dietitian Karen Collins
in a recent issue of Environmental
Nutrition.
We know from a recent large
study in France, for example, that
the more “ultra-processed” foods
we eat, the higher our risk is to
develop cancer. Basically, these
are the ones that line the shelves
of most convenience stores. They

are in a package and the main
ingredients are fat, sugar and salt
and not much else.
The confusion, says Collins, is
why highly processed foods loaded
with sugar increase our cancer risk.
Here are some facts:

Quinn on Nutrition

Too much sugar — not sugar
itself — puts us at an increased risk
for certain cancers, say experts.
That’s because high intakes of
sugar (such as when you swig down
a 20-ounce soda) goes quickly into
the blood stream. This prompts the
pancreas to secrete a load of insulin
to tame the surge of sugar in the
blood. It’s the high insulin levels, not
just the high sugar, that stimulates
the growth of cancer cells, researchers now suggest.
Excess sugar, such as the 240
calories in that 20-ounce soda
(about 16 teaspoons of added
sugar), is a great vehicle for getting
a load of calories into our bodies.
Extra calories are easily converted
to extra love handles. And this
increase in body fat does raise our
risk for several types of cancer.
So why do the American Institute
for Cancer Research and other
experts recommend we limit foods
and drinks that are loaded with
added sugar? To keep our weight

in check and make room for a
variety of foods we know to be
protective against cancer such as
vegetables, fruits, whole grains
and beans.
Here’s one easy way to start.
Take the time to read the label,
even if you’re in a hurry and
starving. No fiber? No vitamins,
minerals or protein? Added sugar,
salt and fat the top ingredients?
Put it down, step back slowly and
run for water, nuts or fruit.
(Barbara Quinn is a registered
dietitian and certified diabetes
educator affiliated with Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula. She is the author
of “Quinn-Essential Nutrition”
(Westbow Press, 2015). Email her
at to barbara@quinnessentialnutr
ition.com.)

ABOUT SUGAR
The main difference between
natural and processed sugars is
how each one delivers glucose
and fructose.
For example, fruits are not just
fructose in different shapes.
They also contain a pile of nutrients, vitamins, antioxidants and
fiber. ... However, unlike fructose,
glucose effects your blood sugar
levels.

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Ancient jug handle
2 Online help pgs.
3 Letter-shaped fastener
4 Obviously enjoy, as a joke
5 Nile dam
6 Blotter letters
7 Mars days, in “The Martian”
8 __ lily
9 “Fore!” et al.
10 Stub with withholding info
11 Home to the NFL’s Rams (1932,
1984)
12 Better than estimated
13 Far from laid-back
18 Big name in pickles
24 Sunday contribution
26 “There’s __ in the air”
27 Part of a shoe
28 Speedy steed
29 New York resort in the Adirondacks (1932, 1980)
31 Medicinal units
35 __ eclipse
37 Capital SSE of Firenze
38 Windex target
40 Buck chaser?
42 With little effort
45 Rely on
49 Interstate through Cheyenne
51 Foreign correspondent?
52 Employees
53 __ Haute
54 Rickey Henderson specialty
56 Actor Jean-Claude Van __
59 Diva’s offering
61 See 27-Across
62 Finishes, as cupcakes
63 “__ sow, so shall ... “
66 Former White House adviser
Nofziger
(C) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

INDIA HAITI KENYA ITALY SPAIN NEPAL CHINA
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39 See 27-Across
41 Actress Sevigny
43 Pebble-in-puddle sound
ACROSS
22 Master
44 Thumbs-up critic
1 TV workers’ union
23 Sci. subject
46 That se-orita
6 “We Create Music” org.
25 Peach State capital (1996)
47 Revealing rock genre
11 “__ It Go”: hit song from “Frozen”
27 With 39-Across and 61-Down,
48 Look closely (over)
14 Smallish iPods
metropolis near the Wasatch Range
50 Stockholm airline
15 Eucalyptus eater
(2002)
51 Exam for many sophs
16 Daily Defense skin care brand
30 Quick drink
52 Home of the Blues (1904)
17 California ski resort (1960)
32 Participate in karaoke
55 Tilt-A-Whirl, e.g.
19 Weaken
33 60 minuti
57 Starbucks order
20 Stellar
34 “Really?”
58 Mil. ranks
21 Some cameras
36 Jetties
60 Subsidiary of Fiat
64 Curved path
65 Event whose only six U.S. hosts
are answers in this puzzle
67 Calendar col.
68 Pisa place
69 Bloke’s buddy
70 G-man
71 Synthetic fabric
72 “Family Ties” mom
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Deal with
data. Your job may entail a high
level of accuracy and attention to
detail. As this week unfolds, you
may need to add more variables to
sort out flawed statistical models.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Using self-control can turn a oneway alley into a boulevard. It may
initially seem difficult to stick to a
schedule or to be organized in the
week ahead, but it will be beneficial
in the end.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Answer the call to duty. In the week
to come, your loved ones may act
out or be unpredictable. It is up to
you to remain dutiful and reliable.
You can be a rock that others can
depend upon.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Turn on the spigot and let creative
juices flow. This is a good week
to explore your artistic side or to
appreciate the best things in life.
Make your money grow by being
resourceful.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Group activities or a friend’s
input might motivate you to do your
best. Focus on home improvements
in the week ahead or spend time
with your family to best use your
talents.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Your passion for perfection is
only matched by your obsession
for accomplishment in the week to
come. Never give up whether pursuing the almighty dollar or a romantic
conquest.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): During the week ahead, it will
be wise to keep your thoughts,
finances, and emotions focused on
achieving long term goals rather
than seeking instant gratification of
your desires.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A
golden opportunity might be lurking
right around the next corner. In the
week to come, avoid making risky
investments from fear, as a life
saver will appear when needed.

History of the World On This Day
JULY 24
1866: Tennessee became the
first Confederate state to be readmitted to the Union.
1937: Charges against five black
men accused of raping two white
women in the Scottsboro case were
dropped.
1974: The U.S. Supreme Court
unanimously ruled that President
Richard Nixon had to turn over
White House tapes to the Watergate special prosecutor.
JULY 25
1946: The United States tested
the first underwater atomic bomb at
Bikini Atoll.
1952: Puerto Rico became
a commonwealth of the United
States.
1978: The world’s first test-tube
baby, Louise Joy Brown, was born
in Lancashire, England.
2000: The supersonic airliner
Concorde crashed after takeoff
outside Paris.
JULY 26
1788: New York became the 11th
state in the United States.
1947: President Harry S Truman

signed the National Security
Act, creating the Department of
Defense, the National Security
Council, the Central Intelligence
Agency, and the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.
1953: Fidel Castro was among a
group of rebelling anti-Batistas who
unsuccessfully attacked an army
barracks.
JULY 27
1940: Bugs Bunny made his
debut in the cartoon A Wild Hare.
1974: The House Judiciary Committee voted to impeach Richard
Nixon for obstructing justice in the
Watergate case.
1996: A pipe bomb exploded in
an Atlanta park during the Olympic
Games.
JULY 28
1794: Robespierre, one of the
leading figures of the French Revolution, was sent to the guillotine.
1868: The 14th Amendment to
the Constitution, which established
the citizenship of African Americans
and guaranteed due process of
law, was ratified.
1914: Austria-Hungary declared

war on Serbia, precipitating the
start of World War I.
JULY 29
1890: Artist Vincent van Gogh
died of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound in Auvers, France.
1958: President Eisenhower
signed the congressional act that
created the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA)
was authorized by Congress.
2003: Red sox switch hitter Bill
Mueller became the first baseball
player to hit grand slam home runs
from both sides of the plate in the
same game.
JULY 30
1932: The tenth modern Olympic
Games opened in Los Angeles.
1945: The USS Indianapolis was
torpedoed by a Japanese submarine and sank within 15 minutes.
It was one of the greatest naval
losses of World War II, resulting in
the deaths of nearly 900 men.
1956: The phrase “In God We
Trust” was adopted as the U.S.
national motto.
1965: President Lyndon Johnson
signed the Medicare Bill into law.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: HIKER MUDDY DELUGE IMPACT
Answer: When it came to getting new business, the musical instrument store -- DRUMMED IT UP

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You
can choose to be impetuous or virtuous in the week ahead. Acting on
an urge for excitement can create
turmoil but honoring your commitments can produce a sense of calm.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
People may compare you to a
rock that can dependably take the
pounding of the relentless ocean
waves. As this week unfolds, don’t
be tempted to rebel against your
reliable nature.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A
penny spent on someone’s thoughts
could pay off. As this week unfolds,
your friends or acquaintances could
give you sound advice. A significant other will be pleased by your
progress.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Make your priorities a priority. You
will find ample opportunities to make
improvements in the week ahead.
You must take the time away from
your hectic schedule to look for
them.
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BROOM HILDA

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Rick Brooks

By Russel Myers

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

DID YOU KNOW?

• The “smoke-line” left by an airplane is really water vapor. A longer lasting, wider line could be the tell-tale sign of an impending storm while a short
lasting one indicates low-humidity air and fair weather.
• Despite the movies, it’s impossible to open the plane’s door mid-flight.
The cabin is so pressurized that it would take several strong people to push
it open since it must be moved in and turned slightly before opening.
• The tallest mountain in the world, Mauna Kea, is located in Hawaii. It’s
about twice the base to peak height of Mount Everest, and when measured
from the seafloor, is over 32,000 feet high.
• The city of Chicago is where the first ever ferris wheel was invented in
the 1893 World’s Fair.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

Summer is...

Beach, sun, waves as the days
blend together and kids blossom
By Chris Erskine

Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Summer is …
Homemade berry pie split across
the top. Hot dogs extra crispy,
salvaged with a line of bright yellow
mustard. And icy drinks, always icy
drinks.
“You want salt on that?” the
server asks.
I want salt on everything. On me
and you, and him and her. I want a
salty dog, a salty cat, a salty life.
As you well know, it’s been a
brutal summer so far, beach sand
in your britches, damp towels in the
car. As I write this, I find barbecue
sauce on my keyboard, on the lefthand keys, particularly the Q and
S, but also on the Caps Lock key,
frozen in brown-sugar and a dash of
bourbon.
Think it’ll help my writing? No. But
it may help my life.
The other morning the temps
grew so hot that I started speaking
in tongues. The disturbing part was
that no one really noticed, such is
the gibberish I often spew. My family
just nodded and sucked noisily
on plastic straws as they watched
some dope on TV flip another
house. So much love.
Summer is …
White sun and dark feet, the
clunk of ice cubes in a heavy glass.
It is leather soles and loose tongues
… bare shoulders that look like
smoked pork.
“The cure is salt water. Sweat,
tears or the sea,” wrote Danish
author Isak Dinesen.
We’re not much for sweat. Or
tears. So we turn to the sea. We celebrate it with a bushel of Godmother
sandwiches from Bay Cities deli,
where they do something with the
bread that borders on sin.
Then we head to the ocean,
camping for a long day at my buddy
Verge’s modest beach shack, the
one formerly owned by a screenwriter, then a studio mogul. Purportedly, JFK and Marilyn Monroe once
danced here, alone, in the dark
back bedroom with the shower.

Kennedy, a slippery sort, liked his
showers, probably a rare chance to
get away.
So the airy beach house has
a little history, as do we. On this
day my sister is in town from the
heartland with her six kids, four of
whom were quadruplets. She didn’t
have children so much as gardens
of screamy daffodils.
Her kids are all in their 20s
now — a stout son and five active
daughters — healthy and loud,
thirsty and appreciative.
“In summer I don’t do days of the
week,” one niece notes. “They’re
just all the same to me.”
The more I see of millennials, the
more I like them. No, seriously. They
are better balanced than we were
and collect experiences more than
money.
Odd, right? They are wise beyond
their years and prone to travel. Millennials may never have pensions
or retiree medical. But they’ll have
what’s left of their folks’ 401(k) and
split the equity in the family house.
Inheritances are the final way our
parents lift us: the dividends of their
long, devoted lives.
Anyway, it’s a sparkly day here at
the beach, a sandy Camelot, with
the nuclear heat, the electric scooters, the Ferris wheel at the end of
the Santa Monica Pier.
My sister trusts none of it, for
California has already stolen away
her oldest child and, with days like
this, threatens to steal more.
California — that kidnapper of
bright and beautiful children.
The irony is that my sister’s husband, a diehard Chicagoan, might
be her greatest flight risk. He is
having a great time here at Verge’s
beach shack, reaching into icy coolers, throwing Frisbees, then making
his way to the ocean, where 4-foot
swells soothe and clobber us.
“Never turn your back to the
ocean,” I warn. “And if a wave
breaks white, duck under it.”
As if anyone ever listened to an
uncle in a Cubs T-shirt and a beach
hat with plastic bananas.
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More than anything, summer
belongs to family, and that’s probably what I like best about it — the
bonding, the bravado, the idyllic idle
time. Didn’t Updike and Cheever
place all their stories in the clammy,
endless days of July?
Meanwhile, summer shines
through my own fair-haired children
like sunlight through lace. You
can almost make out their internal
organs — there’s the liver, there’s
the heart. They are pink-eared and
animated. Irish by birth, with a little
marinara sauce mixed in; my kids
seem to blossom best in summer.
And to see them splash around
with their visiting cousins like this
is the greatest mitzvah. For the
summer days are getting shorter
now, even as they seem to go on
and on.
Before the back-to-school clock
starts ticking again, we celebrate
summer, when we bask in the
sacredness of the ordinary.

July 28
August 11, 25
9am - 3pm

WHAT CAUSES SUMMER?

The seasons are caused by the tilt of the Earth’s rotational axis away or
toward the sun as it travels through its year-long path around the sun. The
summer equinox occurs when the sun passes directly above the equator
because of the tilt of the Earth. The Earth has a tilt of 23.5 degrees relative to
the “ecliptic plane” (the imaginary surface formed by it’s almost-cicular path
around the sun).
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