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A long time ago, we were trying 
to agree on a name for a weekly 
paper we planned to start. It was 
just an idea back then. The paper 
would later be printed and the first 
issue dated July 4, 1994.

We went back and forth, listing 
all the fancy 
newspaper 
names we 
could think of. 
We didn’t have 
access to the 
Internet back 
in those days 
because we 
didn’t know 

what that was, so we could not 
just push a few buttons and come 
up with thousands of examples.

“Why don’t we just call it The 
Bulletin?” asked Sharon, my wife, 
partner and co-publisher.

“Sounds good to me,” I said, 
and that’s how The Bulletin 
started.

I admit, it is not all that exciting. 
We just agreed that that’s what 
the paper would be called.

Since we made that decision, 
this fancy new thing called the 
Internet has come along, making 
looking up stuff really easy. So, 
since last week I promised that I 
would look into how some of the 
more well-known companies got 
their names, I did a little research 
and came up with a few.

3M: It stands for Minnesota 
Mining and Manufacturing. The 
company started out selling 
products to manufacturers of 
grinding wheels (you have to 
start somewhere). The name was 
changed to 3M when the company 
expanded its focus on innovative 
new products.

RAMBLINGS
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Did you know?

OOPS, I AM TERRIBLY SORRY:  A man, seeking revenge against 
the man who was dating his ex-girlfriend, went on a vandalism spree at 
a home in south Brunswick, N.J., slashing tires and otherwise causing 
about $10,000 worth of damage to cars parked in the driveway, thinking it 
was the home of his romantic rival. It wasn’t.

WHAT I REALLY WANT IS LOVE: A passenger on an Alaska 
airlines flight from Sacramento to Seattle strenuously objected when 
stewardesses refused to serve him a beer. He threatened to become 
violent, then locked himself in the bathroom and screamed and pounded 
on the door. He also demanded hugs from the stewardesses.

I THINK WE’VE FOUND THE PROBLEM: A driver rear-ended 
another vehicle which had slowed down in stop-and-go traffic in Tau-
ranga, New Zealand. Police discovered that the man’s car had no steer-
ing wheel and that he was steering it with a pair of vice grips.

RIGHT; I’LL BE SURE TO GET BACK TO YOU ON THAT 
(NOT!): A woman who attended the wedding of a former colleague in 
England was informed by the couple that they didn’t think her gift of 100 
British pounds (approximately $143) was generous enough, apparently 
because the woman had received a recent inheritance. Their note said, “If 
you wanted to send any adjustment, it would be thankfully received.”

YOU CAN’T CATCH ME - I’M THE GINGERBREAD MAN: A 
Pittsburgh-area burglar, who calls himself the Gingerbread Man, taunted 
police with a poem from the children’s book about a cookie who runs 
away from people who are trying to eat him: “Catch me if you can. I’m 
running as fast as I can.” They did.

IS IT ME, OR IS IT HOT IN HERE? A cab driver in Tianjin, China, 
was undressed from the waist down except for a pair of sports shorts 
covering his crotch when he picked up a female passenger. She did not 
take kindly to this.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WAS ME? In order to avoid 
paying her $20 tab at a restaurant in Mount Healthy, Ohio, a woman 
called police to report that the place was being robbed by an armed man, 
hoping that she could leave in the resulting confusion. Fourteen cops 
showed up, but they quickly shifted their focus to her as she was the only 
customer there. An examination of her cell phone proved her undoing.

MAYBE THEY SHOULD SWITCH TO MUSIC APPRECIATION 
CLASSES: Students at Oxford University in England are being allowed 
to skip lectures about crimes they find “potentially distressing.” They are 
studying criminal law.

WHAT? YOU DON’T LIKE MY GIFTS? A Holmes Beach, Fla., 
woman smashed cups and then attacked her husband with her fists and 
a coat hanger, because he got her “the wrong flowers and candy” for 
Mother’s Day.

Last year, the Fort Velasco 
Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, successfully 
collected and disposed of 132 old 
flags, and is again sponsoring a 
Flag Retirement Ceremony along 
with the Brazoria County Library 
System, Brazoria County Parks 
Department and Brazoria Militia.

Any businesses, organizations 
or individuals with worn and tat-
tered flags are invited to drop them 
off at any Brazoria County Public 
Library by Sept. 9 in order to have 
them properly “retired” during 
the Texas Navy Day celebra-
tions on Sept. 17. If you have any 
questions, please contact us at 
ft.velascodar@yahoo.com

 Andrea Jones, registrar, and Beth Riley, regent of the Fort Velasaco 
Chapter of the DAR, with flag ready to be “retired.”

Local DAR chapter plans Flag Retirement Ceremony

• The parents of an only child who is female are more likely to give to char-
ity and give 20.3% more than parents of an only child who is male.

• Vatican City drinks more wine per person than anywhere else in the 
world — one resident consumes 74 liters of wine every year, on average.

• To make a pickle jar easier to open, stick the tip of a spoon underneath 
the lid’s ridge and push down on the handle until the lid pops.

• A survey of more than 1,400 fantasy sports players found that 70 percent 
of participants have lost money.

• You have a better chance getting into Harvard than becoming a Delta 
Airlines flight attendant.

Benjamin Franklin’s proposed national seal for the United States involved 
Moses parting the Red Sea.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?

OUR HOMES’ OCCUPANTS
Q. When naming the occupants 

of your household, you might start 
with yourself, then your spouse, 
your two kids and the family dog, 
for a total of five. What well-
documented group have you not 
included in your list?

A. They are creepy-crawlies, 
averaging about 100 different spe-
cies in each house, according to 
the first comprehensive census of 
house-dwelling arthropods, reports 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Some 
are accidental visitors, others are 
part of “an intricate ecosystem” 
relying on food crumbs and nail 
clippings.  Including 50 detached 
houses in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
the survey found 579 species of 
spiders, beetles, mites, flies, ants, 
etc.  Residents of the houses were 
shocked and even horrified, “so we 
had to calm them down by saying 
it was normal,” said survey leader 
Matt Bertone.

Thus do modern homes teem 
with unseen life, a far cry from the 
sterile deserts imagined by some 
observers. “The biggest surprise 
was finding at least one species in 
almost every room, with only five 
of the 554 rooms drawing a blank,” 
says Bertone. Some, like cobweb 

spiders and booklice, have adapted 
to live in human homes perma-
nently.
ANCIENT WISDOM

Q. One week each year for the 
past 14 years, German astrophysi-
cist and science historian Mathieu 
Ossendrijver trekked to London’s 
British Museum to study ancient 
Babylonian cuneiform tablets 
(dating from 350 to 50 B.C.E.) 
describing the motion of the planet 
Jupiter. Why, he wondered, is a 
trapezoid -- a rectangle with a 
slanted top -- referenced among the 
arithmetical calculations? 

A. When the answer dawned 
on him, it rewrote a chapter of the 
history of mathematics, reports 
Ron Cowen in “Science” magazine.  
The trapezoid proved to represent 
a plot of Jupiter’s speed versus 
time, showing that the Babylonians 
understood that the area was the 
distance Jupiter traveled.  

This concept of the area beneath 
a speed-time curve equaling 
distance is part of the branch of 
mathematics called calculus, which 
historians had long thought was 
invented in 14th-century Europe.  
As New York University historian 
Alexander Jones puts it, the new 
findings “testify to the revolutionary 
brilliance of the unknown Mesopo-
tamian scholars who constructed 
Babylonian mathematical astron-

omy.”
BACK TO BACK 

Q. “Backward,” “backsliding,” 
“backtracking,” “having some 
backbone,” “backcracking,” “watch 
your back,” “get off our backs”… 
Let’s get back to basics here on this 
central body part. Can you cite a 
few of them?

A. The human back is a marvel 
of load-bearing support and flex-
ibility, though it is given to much 
pain, as you may know all too well 
from first-hand experience. Back 
problems have been “the scourge 
of our species,” says Gemma 
Tarlach of “Discover” magazine. 
From top to tail, the standard 33 
vertebrae include seven cervical, 12 
thoracic, five lumbar, five sacral and 
four coccygeal, though this number 
can vary between 32 and 35, with 
the pelvic area accounting for the 
biggest range of difference.

“Back-cracking was widespread 
throughout the ancient world -- for 
better or worse.  Hippocrates, 
for example, advocated strap-
ping someone with an abnormally 
curved spine to a ladder, and then 
dropping the ladder (and patient) 
from a height.  Don’t try this at 
home, kids.”

And though the saying “watch 
your back” is commonly believed 
to derive from military tactics, 
according to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, it first appeared in Lee 
Floren’s 1949 Western novel “Milk 
River Range.” Disagree?  Tarlach’s 
answer: “Hey, we’re just telling you 
what’s in the OED so, you know, 
get off our backs (a saying with 
roots in the 17th century).”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

• Each 50-gram portion of pro-
cessed meat eaten daily increases 
the risk of colorectal cancer by 18 
percent.

• The city of Lexington, Kentucky 
is letting residents pay parking 
tickets with canned food donations 
during the holiday season.

• You can pay a company called 
The Breakup Shop to break up with 
someone for you via text, email, 
letter, or phone call.

• According to a study, men who 
eat garlic smell more attractive to 
women than those who don’t.
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NBC puts positive spin on Rio Olympics, but will address environmental concern in Aug. 4 preview
By Neil Best
Newsday (TNS)

Most of the non-sports news 
leading up to next month’s Olympic 
Games has been negative, but NBC 
executives put a mostly positive 
spin on things recently at a pre-Rio 
media event in the “Saturday Night 
Live” studio in New York.

“In a nutshell, we are ready, and 
Rio is ready,” NBC Sports Group 
chairman Mark Lazarus said.

That remains to be seen amid 
reports of security concerns, 
construction delays, sluggish ticket 
sales, polluted water, the pend-
ing impeachment trial of Brazil’s 
president and concerns over the 
Zika virus.

But NBC’s roster of executives, 
hosts and reporters has a reservoir 
of Olympics experience and with the 
many previous Games that started 

amid serious worries — most 
recently in Sochi, Russia, in 2014.

Generally speaking, such con-
cerns tend to fade once the events 
begin — or at least they recede 
from the minds of American televi-
sion viewers once the focus turns 
to tumbling gymnasts and leaping 
beach volleyball players.

Lazarus promised that if there is 
news that impacts the Games, NBC 
news and sports personnel can and 
will cover it. But he added that short 
of that, the show will go on.

“Every Olympic Games, whether 
over the last few, or years back, 
have always had issues,” he said, 
adding NBC will have a one-hour 
preview show Aug. 4, the night 
before the Opening Ceremony, that 
will address all of them.

“And then we’re going to focus on 
the athletes and the sport and the 

celebration of the youth of the world 
coming together and uniting around 
this commonality of competition. 
When we do that, hopefully, these 
other issues will not rear their head. 
If they do, we will be there to cover 
them.”

Bob Costas, who will host the 
prime-time shows during the 
Games, said: “We will frame all 
those issues that precede the Rio 
Games. We are not unaware of 
them. We’ll set it up beforehand.

“We’ll have our fingers crossed 
that none of them will intrude on 
the real reason we’re there, and the 
real reason people tune in, which 
is to see the Simone Bileses of the 
world. To see a veteran like Usain 
Bolt or Michael Phelps try to add 
to their Mount Rushmore status, to 
have the kind of moments that stay 
with you.”

Lazarus said fewer than 10 NBC 
employees out of about 2,500 asked 
not to travel to Rio over concerns 
about the Zika virus. But some of 
the world’s top golfers have, put-
ting a dent in the first Olympic golf 
tournament since 1904.

Recently, Jordan Spieth joined 
Jason Day, Dustin Johnson and 
Rory McIlroy on that list.

“It’s surprising and disappointing 
that so many male golfers have 
decided not to participate,” said 
Lazarus, who later added, “I think 
that these gentlemen will look back 

on this and say they wish they had 
participated.”

NBC golf reporter/analyst David 
Feherty said: “I think 50 or 75 or 
100 years from now, people won’t 
remember who didn’t play in the 
2016 Olympics in terms of golf. 
They’ll just remember someone was 
the gold medalist.

“These guys get to play in four 
majors a year. They get to play in 
one Olympics now every four years. 
I think major championships make 
your career. Maybe an Olympic 
medal makes you immortal.”
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6 ways to keep kids safe and healthy on summer trips
By Jillian O’Connor
The Seattle Times (TNS)

School is out, and lots of families 
are heading out of town. The last 
thing people want to deal with once 
they have time off from work and 
school is illness or an injury.

But being in crowded airports, out 
at night when the bugs come out, or 
on the road, have a few significant 
health risks.

Here are some tips on how to 
make the trip as safe and enjoyable 
as possible.

Be careful around water. 
“For local travel, the number 1 
risk really is injuries — and that’s 
actually true for our international 
travelers as well,” said Ari Gilmore, 
a physician in family medicine at 
Pacific Medical Center Beacon Hill.

Water is a huge risk, and parents 
and kids need to be mindful of 
making sure kids always wear a 
life vest, as well as being cautious 
around cold, fast currents. 

Beware of skeeters and 
ticks. It’s a good idea to ward off 
mosquitoes with a little bug spray, 
and long sleeves and pants when 

possible. Mosquitoes “are always a 
risk,” said Gilmore, who emphasized 
that scratching the bites and getting 
an infection can be a problem, too. 
He recommended having Benadryl 
or hydrocortisone lotion on hand in 
order to deal with any itchy bites, if 
the mosquitoes do bite you or your 
child. 

Use sunscreen.  Apply and 
reapply a good UVB- and UVA-
blocking sunblock frequently; with 
littler kids (age 6 and younger), try 
to minimize sun exposure altogether 
during peak sun hours — usually 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The risks of too 
much sun include bad sunburns, 
sunstroke and possible future skin 
cancers. Rash guards (swim shirts), 
hats and 100 percent UV-blocking 
sunglasses offer additional pro-
tection from intense sun and are 
recommended all summer long by 
the American Academy of Pediat-
rics. Seek shade when you can with 
kids, too.

Get them vaccinated. “One 
of the nice things about the stan-
dard U.S. vaccine schedule is that 
kids are usually pretty well prepared 

for most places,” said Gilmore, 
noting that hepatitis A and pertussis 
are fairly prevalent in some other 
countries. Children vaccinated 
according to the standard U.S. 
pediatric schedule will already be 
well protected from these potentially 
serious illnesses, said Gilmore.

If you’ll be traveling outside the 
country, check the AAP’s recom-
mendations for travel to that region. 

Keep hands clean. Not 
washing your hands is one of the 
top dangers at the airport — a 
place full of other travelers in which 
there’s a very high chance of 
picking up a contagious illness. At 
restaurants, Gilmore recommends 
using the bathroom early on to 
make sure there is plenty of warm 
water and soap available in the 
restroom. 

Buckle up. If you’re in another 
country, it is possible you’ll be in 
a vehicle with substandard seat 
belt protection. Do your best to 
make sure your kids have a seat 
belt or safety setup comparable to 
the ones found here in the United 
States. Safety first.
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If you like reading 
The Bulletin each 
week, pick up an 
extra copy for a 
friend. Please let 
our advertisers 

know that you saw 
their ad.

Look for us on 
Facebook

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

No room for ‘phony religion,’ but trust 
in Christ to steer you on the true path

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m in prison, and I’m fed up with people here who claim they’ve 
gotten religion. They’re just trying to impress the parole board and 
get out earlier. I suppose you’ll say I need God, and maybe I do, but I 
don’t want anything to do with phony religion. - L.T.

A: Let me ask you a question: Do you think God approves of what you 
call “phony religion?” No, of course He doesn’t. Some of Jesus’ strongest 
words were directed at those who claimed to believe in God and do His 
will, but in reality didn’t.

But does this mean all religion is fake, and everyone who claims to 
follow Jesus is a phony? No, absolutely not. God is real - and He’s not 
only real, but He made you, and He is concerned about you. And more 
than anything, He wants to come into your life to forgive you and begin to 
change you from within. And He will as you turn to Christ, repenting of your 
sins and committing your life to Him.

How do I know this? I know it because I’ve seen it happen in countless 
lives over the years - including my own. But I know it most of all because of 
Jesus Christ. He was God in human flesh, who came down from Heaven 
to save us and change us. Because of Him, the Bible says, “we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14).

Don’t let pride, or doubt, or sin, or anything else keep you from Christ. 
He alone can free you from the chains of bitterness and guilt, and He alone 
can give you hope for the future - both now, and for eternity. Ask Christ to 
come into your life today. Then ask Him to use you to help others discover 
the joy of genuine faith.

7-Eleven: It used to be U-
Tote’m until 1946. This was kind 

of awkward with the capital letters, 
hyphen and apostrophe. When it 
comes to company names, simple 

is better - like The Bulletin. Then 
someone probably asked: “Why 
don’t we change the name to 
reflect our new hours, 7 a.m. to 
11 p.m.?” Wallah, 7-Eleven. Then 
some people probably asked: “Why 
are they only open for four hours?”

Adidas: Adolf Adi Dassler was 
facing a problem when he decided 
to manufacture athletic shoes and 
was looking for a name. Adolf was 
out of the question, considering 
the events a few decades earlier in 
Europe. That left Adi Dassler, which 
would have been a horrible choice 
for a company name. Wallah, 
Adidas. Problem solved.

His brother, Rudolf Rudi Das-
sler then went on to form his own 
shoe company, and also needed 
a name. He called his company 
Ruda, which later was changed 
to Puma. Good choice. What’s a 
Ruda, anyway? We all know what 
a Puma is.

Adobe: Founder John War-
nock came up with an incredible 
software thingy that, as it turns 
out, revolutionized the printing 
and graphics industries. Now he 
needed a company name to market 
it. Adobe Creek just happened to 
run behind his house, so he named 
the company Adobe. Had he been 
living by Oyster Creek, we’d be 
publishing this paper using Oyster, 
rather than Adobe programs.

Arby’s: The Raffell Brothers 
came up with an amazing roast 
beef sandwich, and named the 
company after their initials, R.B., 
so their eatery became Arby’s. It 
makes sense.

Some of the best-known nationwide companies got their names for strange, unusual reasons
(Continued from Page 1) Bridgestone: Founder Shojiro 

Ishibashi asked someone to 
translate his name to English. It 
means bridge of stone. That’s why 
some of us are not driving today on 
Ishibashi tires.

eBay: This start-up was part of 
the Echo Bay Technology Group, 
but the URL EchoBay was already 
owned by a mining company based 
in Echo Bay, Nevada. eBay was 
still available.

Coca-Cola: This was a no-
brainer in more ways than one. 
Originally, coca leaves and kola 
nuts were used as flavoring. There 
was a side effect, though. The 
company switched to sugar cane, 
but kept the original name. Btw, 
Pepsi was named after  the diges-
tive enzyme pepsin.

Starbucks: Named after a 
character in Herman Melville’s 
“Moby Dick.”

Taco Bell: Named after its 
founder, Taco. Just kidding -- Glen 
Bell.

Wendy’s: Founder Dave 
Thomas named the company after 
his daughter, Melinda, who was 
nicknamed Wendy. 

Lisa (personal computer): This 
is not a company, but it is inter-
esting. Steve Jobs in the early 
1980s developed and marketed 
a personal computer using “local 
integrated software architecture,” 
or LISA. But his daughter’s name 
also was Lisa. At first he said it was 
a coincidence, and he wasn’t the 
father. But then he became a good 
dad and stopped explaining it.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions about your Social Security
Q: Will my son be eligible to receive benefits on his retired 

father’s record while going to college?
A: No. At one time, Social Security did pay benefits to eligible col-

lege students. But the law changed in 1981. We now pay benefits only 
to students taking courses at grade 12 or below. Normally, benefits stop 
when children reach age 18 unless they are disabled. However, if children 
are still full-time students at a secondary (or elementary) school at age 18, 
benefits generally can continue until they graduate, or until two months 
after they reach age 19, whichever is first. If your child is still going to be in 
school at age 19, you’ll want to visit www.socialsecurity.gov/schools.

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 23rd year of publishing!

RED TOP, BRAZORIA: Now 
hiring cook and cashiers. Must be 
punctual and have reliable transpor-
tation. Apply in person ar Red Top 
Restaurant, Hwy. 36, Brazoria.

Brazosport College’s free 
Accelerate Texas (ATX) Jumpstart 
program is currently registering for 
a new semester. 

The ATX Jumpstart program is 
a 15-week program that assists 
students in earning both GED and 
NCCER certifications. The program 
is funded by an Accelerate Texas 
grant.

The ATX program provides mar-
ketable skills awards to students 
who want to get jobs as entry-level 
pipefitter helpers. Successful 
participants will earn industry-rec-
ognized certificates and a Market-
able Skills Award from Brazosport 
College.

The fall semester ATX program 
starts on Aug. 15 with a registra-
tion session for the GED portion 

of the ATX grant. GED classes 
will start Aug. 15, as well, and will 
be in session every Monday and 
Wednesday from 8:30 to 11:30 
a.m. through Dec. 15.

Registration for the Jumpstart 
portion of the grant will be con-
ducted on Aug. 10 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. with pipefitting classes 
starting on Aug. 30 with classes 
conducted every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. through Dec. 15.

ATX grant funding is available 
for all qualified students. Applicants 
must pass a qualifying test and 
must be willing to commit four days 
a week to the program.

To ensure potential students 
know their options, Brazosport Col-
lege is offering some information 
sessions that not only outlines the 
ATX Jumpstart and GED programs, 
but also allows time for questions 
and answers. The sessions will 
be in the Community Education 

Department Room B117 on the BC 
main campus.

Dates and times for upcoming 
information sessions are:

July 26 at 1 p.m.
Aug. 2 at 1 p.m.
Aug. 9 at 1 p.m.
Graduating students will earn 

nine college credit hours, a Market-
able Skills Award from Brazosport 

College, an NCCER Core Curricu-
lum Certification and Blue Card, 
and an NCCER Level 1 Pipefitter 
Helper Certification. 

For more information about the 
Jumpstart program or the upcom-
ing information sessions, contact 
relanda.rushing@brazosport.edu, 
ashley.bulanek@brazosport.edu or 
art.longoria@brazosport.edu.

Want to get a jump-start on a new, high paying technical career? This free program may be for you

TDECU has teamed with the Brazoria County Office of Emergency Man-
agement, The United Way, the Brazoria County Dream Center and Seventh 
Day Adventist to provide assistance to the victims of the recent floods. The 
donation drive is scheduled to run through August.

All donations can be delivered to 8007 County Rd 220 Angleton, and may 
be made:

Monday – Friday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. - 6p.m.; Sunday by 
appointment via email bcfurnituredrive@gmail.com

Residents can donate various new and used household items including:
Lamps; Oscillating fans; Chairs/Stools; Bedroom furniture (excluding used 

mattresses); Dining  Room furniture; Storage hutches & chests.
Those in need of assistance are asked to contact The United Way 

(979)849-9402, or the Brazoria County Dream Center at (979) 388-0280 for 
more details.

TDECU, groups to assist flood victims
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Let’s celebrate this 
SUCKER!

From his vantage point high atop a moss hung oak. Willie-
Man-Chew rested from his long search for a perfect home and 
surveyed the scene below. 

Here, in the early summer of 1981, the sight and sounds that 
greeted him were a delight to his senses. 

There were healthy, tanned humans playing ball, swimming 
in an Olympic-sized swimming pool, enjoying state-of-the-art 
playground equipment, laughing and having fun. Willie’s dis-
cerning eye noted the lush greenery surrounding the homes and 
schools in the neighborhood. 

Springing, as he does, from the finest bloodlines in southern 
Brazoria County, he realized that he had, at last, found the land 
of his dreams.

Willie quickly marshaled a group of humans as his official 
goodwill ambassadors and began preparations for the first of 
the annual festivals that honor him and his fellow mosquitoes 
the last Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of July each year. 

These ambassadors, whom Willie affectionately and jokingly 
calls his “Swat Team,” present three fun-filled days of special 
events, games, food, carnival rides, contests, craft booths, 
cook-offs and much, much more. Ya’ll come down to Clute, 
Texas, and join us .... for the fun of it!

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
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Experience those special moments as your children have the thrill of coming 
face-to-face with the animals at our Noah’s Way Exotic Petting Zoo during 
The Great Texas Mosquito Festival. You will not want to miss out on the 
opportunity to go inside the petting zoo for some fun with your kids and take 
some pictures. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Entrance into the 
Petting Zoo is included free with paid admission to the festival grounds. 

Petting zoo, face-painting some 
of kiddie attractions at festival

The Mosquito Festival is a great way to spend a long 
weekend before the back-to-school sales kick in and 
we’re all getting ready for the end of summer. It does 
not have to end just yet, and don’t worry about when it 
should end.

Just have a lot of family fun, and forget about every-
thing else. Whether your favorite feature is the carnival, 
face painting, such as the butterfly mask photo to right, 
cook-offs, or concerts, the festival has plenty to entertain 
all ages. For more information, call the Clute Parks and 
Recreation Department at (979) 265-8392, located at 
100 Parkview Dr., at Clute Municipal Park, where the 
festival is held annually the last weekend of July.

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
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The Great Texas Mosquito Festival 
sponsors the 5-K certified Mosquito 
Chase “Run,” which starts at the 
Clute Municipal Pool on Saturday, 
July 30.
  Be prepared for hot and humid 
weather.  Registration is $30. The 
first 75 paid entrants will receive 
a free T-shirt. The fee includes a 
complimentary adult pass to the fes-
tival. Secure online registration or 
printable entry forms can be found  
at www.mosquitofestival.com.

Mosquito Chase 5-K

BASF Kids Run
BASF sponsors the BASF “Kids 
Run” which starts at the Clute 
Municipal Pool, on Saturday, July 
30.
 This event is held in conjunction 
with the Mosquito Chase 5-K and 
will be at 9:15 a.m. It is for boys 
and girls 12 and under. Registration 
and entry fee is FREE. All entries 
will receive a BASF T-shirt, and all 
participants will receive a participa-
tion ribbon.
 So come out and enjoy watching as 
your children race to the finish line!

Whoop it up at Mosquito Calling Contest
Age Categories: Male or Female (all ages) Youth and Adult Categories
Those pesky mosquitoes are buzzing around, ready to be called into Clute 

Municipal Park by that special sound, call, or voice. 
You will not want to miss out on this whimsical event. So mark your calen-

dar, and don’t forget to bring your cheering squad to share in the excitement 
of the moment. 

Remember, it is open season for those pros that can call the largest, fast-
est bloodsucking mosquito around. There is no entry fee, once on the festival 
grounds with paid festival admission.

You may sign up right before this free event begins under the Large Pavil-
ion. This “competition” will be held Saturday, July 30, at 6:30 p.m.

Mosquito Legs Contest (aka Daddy Long Legs?)
Age Categories: Male or Female (all ages)
Got those good-looking Mosquito legs ... then put on your shorts and 

come on out for the funniest event ever, as the contestants strut their legs for 
the crowd and judges. 

You could be the center of attention, as you buzz away, the winner of the 
best-looking mosquito legs title “2016 Mr. or Ms. Mosquito Legs.” There is no 
entry fee once on the festival grounds. 

So bring your friends, family, and yourself to sign up for this event under 
the Large Pavilion. This event will be held Saturday, July 30, at 6:30 p.m.

Haystack Dive - take the plunge
1 time on Thursday, July 28; 1 time on Friday, July 29; 3-4 times on Satur-

day, July 30.
Hey there, kids, get ready to dive into a pile of hay to discover coins, 

prizes and the thrill of this fun-filled event. Everyone has fun, including spec-
tators of all ages. So come on out and enjoy the experience of this exciting 
event. There is no entry fee, once on the festival grounds.

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
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Here’s the buzz on Barbecue and Fajita Cook-off 
This is a tough competition, and pre-registration is required. Entry fee 

is $150 per team (all teams must be entered in the Brisket Division). THIS 
EVENT IS SANCTIONED BY IBCA WITH CASH PAYOUTS FOR AWARDS. 

Entry fee includes five 2-day armbands for admission to the festival for 
Friday, July 24, and Saturday, July 25. Divisions are: Beef Fajita, Chicken, 
Pork Spare Ribs, Brisket, and Grill Master Competition. Awards will be given 
for first through third places, except in the Brisket division, for which there will 
be five awards. One overall winner will receive an award. 

The Chief Cook’s meeting will be July 25 at 7 p.m. Then on July 29, the 
Grill Master Competition begins at 6:30 p.m. Judging is July 30 for Fajitas at 
10 a.m., followed by Chicken at Noon, Ribs at 2 p.m., Brisket at 4 p.m. and 
Awards at 5:30 p.m.  To print entry form, visit our website at www.mosquitofe
stival.com.

Mosquito Festival Schedule of Events
Thursday, July 28
Petting Zoo - Noah’s Ark Petting 
Zoo
Rockin’ Rick- Strolling Guitar Cart
Willie’s Treasure Chest
5 PM: Carnival Wristband; Gates 
Open
6:15 PM: Welcome - Opening 
Ceremony
6:30 PM: Willie’s Roundup
8 PM: The Revelry - Thursday Night 
8-10 PM
10 PM: Gates Close
Friday, July 29

BBQ and Fajita Cook-off; Petting 
Zoo
Rockin’ Rick- Strolling Guitar Cart
Willie’s Treasure Chest
5 PM: Carnival Wristband; 
Gates Open
6 PM: Sweet Potato the Clown
6:30 PM: Across Life; Haystack 
Dive
8:30 PM: Spazmatics
10:30 PM: Blackberry Smoke-
Midnight: gates close
Saturday, July 30
Petting Zoo - Noah’s Petting Zoo; 

Rockin’ Rick- Strolling Guitar Cart; 
Willie’s Treasure Chest
7 AM: Mosquito Chase-5K Run
8:30 AM: BASF Kids Run; 
Doubles Washer Pitching Tourna-
ment
9 AM: Daytime Carnival Wristband; 
Gates Open
10 AM: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off 
IBCA Sanctioned - Fajita Judging;

Senior Citizen’s Bingo
12 PM: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off 
IBCA Sanctioned - Chicken Judg-
ing;
Haystack Dive
2 PM: Our PickDoubles Horseshoe 
Pitching Contest; BBQ and Fajita 
Cook-off IBCA Sanctioned - Ribs 
Judging
2:30 PM: Haystack Dive

4 PM: BBQ and Fajita Cook-off 
IBCA Sanctioned - Brisket Judging
5 PM: Nighttime Carnival Wristband
6 PM: Sweet Potato the Clown
6:30 PM: Haystack Dive;
Mosquito Calling
7 PM: Ryan Beaver
9:30 PM: Andy Griggs
11:30 PM: Roger Creager
1 AM: Gates Close

THE GREAT TEXAS MOSQUITO FESTIVAL
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Ignore the teleprompter
6 Take for a ride, so to speak
10 Pyramid, to Tut
14 Supermodel Klum
15 “Look what I did!”
16 Old-time knife
17 “Full House” star Bob
18 Alphabetically first of the acting 
Baldwin brothers
19 Sedgwick of “The Closer”

20 McDonald’s freebies
23 Contractor’s approx.
25 Word ending for enzymes
26 Outcome
27 Multi-day event featuring rainbow 
flags
31 Alaskan native
32 Forever and a day
33 Opposite of NNE
36 Campus official
37 Willy with a chocolate factory

39 Indian spiced tea
40 Kazakhstan, once: Abbr.
41 For the lady
42 Prankster’s favorite month
43 Ride with wooden horses
46 Scramble, as a secret message
49 Dawn goddess
50 Old AT&T rival
51 Fruit-flavored hard candies
55 Part of Q.E.D.
56 “You hurt?” reply, hopefully
57 Really bad turnout
60 Feel concern
61 Luigi’s “Bye!”
62 Conclude
63 “Faster __ a speeding bullet ...”
64 Tailor’s sewn folds
65 Sidewalk eateries

DOWN
1 Sighs of satisfaction
2 Agcy. with narcs
3 Astronomical distance
4 “I had no __!”
5 Walk-on role
6 Hung around
7 Not windy
8 “Zip-__-Doo-Dah”
9 ‘90s Los del R’o dance hit
10 “For shame!”
11 “Shame __!”
12 Two-time Best Actress Oscar 
winner Streep
13 Beauty’s beau
21 Tire pressure abbr.
22 Popular jeans
23 “Jeepers!”
24 Black Friday deals
28 Many a punch line
29 __-weensy
30 Chinese cookware
33 Doesn’t lose sleep over
34 New Orleans footballer
35 Oscar who quipped, “True 
friends stab you in the front”
37 Lottery winners’ cry
38 Bobby of hockey
39 Naval noncom: Abbr.
41 Actress Lamarr
42 As, on the periodic table
43 Like lava
44 Colorful little lizards
45 “Impressive!”
46 Cockpit panic button
47 “Little Broken Hearts” singer 
Jones
48 Civil War nurse Barton
52 Parisian gal pal
53 Linguist Chomsky
54 Gossip columnist Barrett
58 Michelle Obama __ Robinson
59 EMTs’ destinations
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
FOGGY  SNOWY  SUNNY  RAINY  WINDY  STORMY
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CLOVE  WHEEL  DEFACE  SECEDE
Answer: When the con man pulled the wool over their eyes, the couple was -- FLEECED

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Scratch the itch. Your 
unbridled enthusiasms may lead you to achieve more 
than you thought possible. You can move forward with 
important plans without interference or blockages in 
the week to come.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Make a point to fulfill 
promises. You must stick to the rules where finances 
and bill paying is concerned. Your partners and 
companions might offer some highly imaginative and 
useful schemes this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Remain receptive and 
resilient. If you are willing to listen you will hear the 
truth and be made aware of falsehoods. This isn’t a 
good week to challenge half-truths but a time to gather 
useful knowledge and promises.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The clock is ticking. 
There is no time like the present to make your wishes 
known. Receive shrewd advice from a partner or join 
forces to put precious plans into motion. As the week 
unfolds you grow closer to a loved one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your creative ideas may 
be well worth pursuing. You may stretch outside your 
comfort zone to achieve public acclaim in the week 
ahead. Your closest companions, however, might be 
sticklers for maintaining the status quo.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Follow up on the hustle 
and bustle in your hedgerow. Much can be accom-
plished when you are in the mood to enthusiastically 
carry out plans. Precious moments of shared nostalgia 
are easy to express later this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A little hard work never hurt 
anyone. Stick to your plans and ignore a temptation. A 
money making opportunity seems to be within your grasp 
this week, but you may be surprised by a sudden change 
of plan.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Actions speak louder than 
words. By being enthusiastic and upbeat you can charm 
others and make this week memorable. You shouldn’t 
count eggs before they hatch, but count on having plenty 
of them to count.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Key decisions are 
in your hands in the week to come. It is always best to do 
something that makes you happy so change your goals 
accordingly. The weight of one obligation will be lifted from 
your shoulders.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Bask in a blaze of 
someone’s warm regard. In the week ahead you will find 
a good time to make public appearances, to ask for small 
favors, or to happily lure a romantic partner into your entic-
ing arms.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your love life didn’t 
come with a user’s manual. You might wish that there was 
a blueprint or roadmap that could help you handle relation-
ships. In the week ahead you can wisely choose a more 
rewarding direction.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Reassess important situ-
ations. A situation in the week ahead might illuminate ways 
in which you can improve a key relationship. Value the 
opinion of a devoted significant other who has your best 
interests at heart.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1946, the U.S. military detonated 
an atomic bomb at Bikini Atoll in the 
Pacific in the first underwater test of 
the device. In 1956, 51 people per-
ished when the Italian ocean liner 
Andrea Doria sank after colliding 
with the Swedish ship Stockholm off 
the New England coast.

July 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1945, Winston Churchill resigned 
as British prime minister after his 
Conservative Party lost control of 
Parliament in nationwide elections. 
In 1953, Fidel Castro led an attack 
on Moncada Barracks, beginning 
the Cuban revolution.

July 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, Congress established the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
forerunner of the State Department. 
In 1953, the Korean War armistice 
was signed at Panmunjom, ending 
37 months of fighting.

July 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1914, Austria-Hungary invaded 
Serbia, touching off World War I. In 

1943, Italian Fascist dictator Benito 
Mussolini resigned. In 1977, oil 
flowed through the Alaska pipeline 
for the first time.

July 29: ON THIS DATE 
in 1588, the attacking Spanish 
Armada was defeated and scat-
tered by an English fleet. In 1936, 
RCA broadcast the first real televi-
sion program.

July 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1619, the first representative 
assembly in America the House 
of Burgesses, became the first 
legislative assembly in the future 
United States when it convened at 
Jamestown, Va. In 1975, former 
Teamsters union President Jimmy 

Hoffa disappeared; his remains 
were never found.

July 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1498, Christopher Columbus 
discovered the island of Trinidad. 
In 1964, the American lunar probe 
Ranger 7 transmitted 4,316 photos 
back to Earth before crashing into 
the moon.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1956, “In 
God We Trust” was authorized by 
Congress as the official motto of the 
United States.

This week’s question: In 
1916, the United States purchased 
the Virgin Islands from what Euro-
pean country?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• According to a study, female U.S. Senators are more productive and 

pass more bills than their male counterparts.
• The Pokémon Magikarp can leap over a mountain — in real life, a person 

standing where Magikarp landed would be killed upon impact.
• Nintendo trademarked the phrase, “It’s on like Donkey Kong.”
• The NES sold so many games that if you stacked them on top of each 

other, the tower would be over 6,000 miles high.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• After the film “Top Gun” came out, sales of Ray-Ban Aviator sunglasses 
increased by 40%

• Spandex’ is an anagram for ‘expands.’
• According to a 2012 study, 1 in 20 drivers blame “Baby on Board” 

window stickers for obscuring vision and causing accidents.
• The script of “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” took just 6 days to write.
• Tesla named the industrial robots that construct the Model S after X-men 

characters: Wolverine, Xavier, Beast, Iceman, and Cyclops.
• It has been estimated that about 500,000 people and over a million wild 

animals died in the Roman Colosseum.
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Global cloud coverage 
shifting is ominous sign 

of climate change
By Eric Roston
Bloomberg News (TNS)

NEW YORK — When scientists talk about 
climate uncertainty, they’re usually talking about 
the clouds.

Clouds are tricky because they do two things 
at once. All that puffy whiteness blocks solar 
energy from reaching the ground, bouncing it 
back to space, which provides a net cooling 
effect. But clouds also act like a blanket, capping 
and trapping heat in the lower troposphere, which 
is where people who aren’t on the International 
Space Station, live. That ambiguity makes it 
difficult to simulate with desirable precision how 
much and how fast the planet is warming, leaving 
a big mystery floating lazily over our heads.

Some of that uncertainty was lifted Monday, 
and the news isn’t good. A new study in Nature 
analyzes almost 30 years of weather observa-
tions to show that clouds and cloudiness are 
changing in the way scientists would expect in a 
warming world. Continental storm tracks — think 
jet stream — are shifting poleward, leaving 
populous subtropical latitudes uncovered. And 
the clouds that are forming more often aren’t 
the low-lying, reflective ones that cool the planet 
— they’re the huge cottony anvils that rise high in 
the sky, trapping more heat.

“Cloud changes most consistently predicted 
by global climate models are currently occurring 
in nature,” the authors write. “As cloud tops rise, 
their greenhouse effect becomes stronger.”

Also, as the poleward shift continues, heat 
from the tropics expands further away from the 
equator, an unsettling development for already 
arid cities in places like the U.S. southwest. Less 
light is reflected away from the hot middle of the 
Earth, and increased cloud cover toward the 
poles creates a thickening blanket that warms the 
world.

A couple of things make clouds such a conun-
drum to climate scientists. They form through pro-
cesses too small to observe, and their layering 
blocks satellite views of lower clouds and ground 
views of higher clouds. 

Satellite coverage goes back only to the late 
1970s, with technologies designed for weather 
monitoring. The new study corrects the weather 
record to make sense for climate analysis.

“We don’t have a climate monitoring system,” 
said Joel Norris, a climatologist at Scripps Institu-
tion of Oceanography and the lead author of 
the new paper. “It’s hard to sustain a long-term 
climate monitoring program.” 

Political priorities change, budgets drop, 
technology evolves, and climate scientists are 
left having to extract consistent, long-term data 
from measurements taken without the long term 
in mind.
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Your heart: Did you know?

One of the most vital elements 
of receiving an education in a 
healthcare field is hands-on training. 
Students seeking a degree in Diag-
nostic Cardiovasclar Sonography 
(DCVS) at Alvin Community College 
are currently in need of volunteers 
to practice the skills they learn in 
class.

The DCVS program, like other 
Allied Health programs, offers free 
screenings to the public in order to 
provide needed experience for stu-
dents. All of the tests are non-inva-
sive, pain-free, and are supervised 
by a certified instructor.

“Students in the Cardiovascular 
Sonography program must practice 
their scanning skills on a regular 
basis, and they need volunteers 
of all ages who would be willing to 
come up to the college for an hour 
or two, relax in the cool air-con-
ditioned lab on a comfy stretcher 
and take a nice nap while we take 
images of your heart or blood ves-
sels,” said Jessica Murphy, DCVS 
Department chair.

The scans are for practice only, 
and it is not intended to be used 
for any diagnostic purposes. There 
are times when the students and 
instructors do notice a problem, but 
the volunteers must visit a doctor to 
confirm the issue.

The scans are performed on 
the heart, arteries and veins. The 
program seeks volunteers of all 
ages, including adults and children. 
They also ask for pregnant women 
to volunteer in order to perform fetal 
heart scans.

ACC is home to one of the first, 
accredited Pediatric Echocardiogra-
phy programS and child volunteers 
are also needed, Murphy said.

“Children are especially needed 
for the pediatric echocardiography 
lab,” she said. “If you are planning 
to have your kids play sports this 
fall, having their heart checked out 
with an echocardiogram is a great 
idea.”

DCVS student Heather Harvey, of 
Webster, had her children scanned 
recently.

“I volunteered my children for the 
pediatric heart sonography program 
a few weeks ago, and they loved 
it,” she said. “My kids love learning 
about their bodies. Ultrasound is 
non-invasive which in kid language 
means no pain.”

Aside from the patient experi-
ence, the practice scans afford stu-
dents a chance to work directly with 
an instructor at a slower pace than 
a hospital or clinic site, Murphy said. 
It also provides young volunteers 
an opportunity to learn about their 
anatomy, she said.

“If you have kids who are bored, 
this is a great way to educate them 
about the science of sound and 
the anatomy of the human body,” 
Murphy said. “It’s a different activity, 
and not too many kids can say they 
have seen their heart.”

Harvey said her children are now 
pretending to give scans to each 

other.
“We’ve been pretending ultra-

sounds at home with their play 
computer,” she said. “My 5-year-old 
declared that she was changing 
her chosen profession from police 
woman to doctor. The experience 
was nothing but positive for us.”

Times for each of the scans vary. 
Those interested in receiving a 
free screening should contact the 
departments to find out when the 
tests are available.

To schedule a free heart, artery 
or vein scan at ACC, call (281) 
756-5625.

An ACC DCVS student performs a heart scan on a young volunteer.

Alvin Cardiovascular Sonography program seeks volunteers who want  a free heart scan

• Your adult heart beats about 100,000 times each day. Do the math, and 
that’s at least one beat every second, or 60 to 100 times a minute, according 
to the American Heart Association. For people whose heart rate is closer to 
60 beats per minute (bpm), that’s about 86,000 times a day. And it’s 144,000 
times a day if your heart rate is closer to 100 bpm.

• Your heart rate drops while you sleep. At night, it’s common for heart 
rates to drop below 60 bpm. Some people even have rates in the 40s while 
sleeping. Why? “It’s because your metabolism slows and the parasympa-
thetic nervous system, which slows your heart and relaxes you, is more 
active,” Boling says.

• Your heart is one giant pump. Every minute, your heart pumps about five 
quarts of blood through a system of blood vessels that’s over 60,000 miles 
long, according to the Cleveland Clinic. That translates to about 2,000 gal-
lons of blood every day.
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HEALTH AND HOME
Do not use antibiotics without a doctor’s prescription
By Zhai Yun Tan
Kaiser Health News (TNS)

Suffering from a sore throat or 
runny nose? For some people, that 
many mean opting to use antibiotics 
without seeing a doctor, a practice 
that health experts say may not help 
cure the disease and could help 
aggravate the problem of antibiotic-
resistant germs.

A study published in the journal 
Antimicrobial Agents and Che-
motherapy concluded that many 
people are tempted to use antibiot-
ics without a doctor’s prescription. 
They rely on drugs purchased from 
ethnic grocery or drug stores or the 
leftovers in their medicine cabinets, 
potentially contributing to the spread 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria and 

causing damaging side effects.
“This kind of inappropriate use 

is very risky,” said Larissa Grigo-
ryan, co-author of the study and an 
instructor at the Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston. “If you use 
antibiotics irresponsibly like this, 
then resistance rates will increase.”

Researchers surveyed 400 
people in the waiting rooms of 
three primary care clinics around 
Houston, asking about their use 
of antibiotics in the past year. Two 
were public family medicine clinics 
serving diverse, mostly uninsured 
or underinsured patients. The third 
clinic served primarily managed 
care and privately insured patients. 

Researchers found that 5 percent 
of patients surveyed reported using 

antibiotics without prescriptions 
during the previous 12 months. 
However, 25 percent of the 
respondents said they were willing 
to use antibiotics if possible without 
contacting a medical professional. 
Fourteen percent stored antibiotics 
at home, most of which were left 
over from previous prescriptions.

Overuse and misuse of antibiotics 
is a concern because resistance to 
the drugs is a global threat, render-
ing procedures such as routine sur-
geries vulnerable to fatal infections.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
antibiotic resistance causes more 
than 23,000 deaths per year in 
the United States with more than 
2 million Americans infected with 
antibiotic-resistant pathogens.

Antibiotic resistance occurs when 
bacteria adapt to the drugs, render-
ing the antibiotics useless against 
fighting infections. That sometimes 
happens when consumers misuse 
antibiotics, such as not taking a 
full course of the drug regimen 
prescribed by a physician.

According to the study, most 
patients wanted the antibiotics to 
treat respiratory symptoms, such as 
a cough, sore throat or sinus infec-
tion. Previous research has shown 
that such symptoms, though the 
most common reason for antibiotic 
prescription among adults, are often 
viral rather than bacterial. 


