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All the masks I’ve worn – before it became mandatory 
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

With cases of COVID-19 on 
the rise in the state of Texas, and 
Halloween just around the corner, 
Gov. Greg Abbott recently signed 
an executive order requiring the 
wearing of masks in public. Excep-
tions to the order include Texans 
under 10 years of age (probably 
the demographic that would most 
enjoy wearing a disguise to town), 
patrons eating in restaurants, swim-
mers and anyone lacking ears.

Speaking of restaurants, this 
new order has caused a level of 
strident debate in the Lone Star 
State not seen since Texans flipped 
their lids over the purchase of 
the iconic Whataburger fast food 
chain by a Chicago investment firm 
threatening to replace the Honey 
BBQ Chicken Strip Sandwich with 
a Deep-Dish Italian Beef and Hot 
Dog Whatapizza. (Not really, but it’s 
a funny line.)

While I’m still not sure how I 

feel about Abbott’s order after all of 
the money I’ve spent on whitening 
toothpaste and nose hair trimmers, 
it has inspired me to reflect on the 
defining moments of mask-wearing 

throughout my life.
Some of my earliest memories 

involved those sadistic 1970s 
molded-plastic Halloween masks - 

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Once upon a time, there was 
a city where the people got very 
sick. Many of them died. They were 
scared and turned to their leaders 
for help.

But the leaders weren’t any wiser. 
They had not seen anything like this 
before, either. They turned to the 
experts for advice. That was a little 
better, but there was not much they 
could do, either. Many people who 
got sick recovered, but many others 
died. 

They realized that if the people 
avoided each other, the chances 
of them getting sick decreased, so 
they asked everyone to keep their 
distance and wear masks. When the 
illness could not find new hosts, it 
would die out by itself because the 
only hosts left would be the people 
who had recovered or died.

It made a lot of sense. Once the 
illness stopped jumping from person 
to person, it would just go away. 
Most of the people complied, but 
there were problems. Not everybody 
liked the changes, and that contin-
ued to spread the illness.

Churches were allowed to stay 
open, as well as bars, as long as 
people wore masks. But some 

Ramblings

River’s End weaves its way through fabric of our lives
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Life is like a woven blanket – 
each colorful thread adds a bit to 
the story, the history of a place. 
I’ve been looking through some of 
my old postings for ideas to share 
with you when I came across this 
piece I wrote when I moved here 
20 years ago. 

River’s End, where I live, is a 
mixture of history, mystery and 
love. Old timers from back then are 
a “certain kind of people” that have 
woven a warm, comfortable blanket 
of memories for Roy and me.

The longer I live at the end of the 
river, the more I see the intricate 
weaving of the threads of life that 
bind us to this magical place - or 
that brought us here in the first 
place. 

One weekend years ago, JoAnn 
McDonald called me to tell me that 
Barbara Churchill was visiting and 
that she had a lot to say about 

Kristin Shirley’s artwork brightens up River’s End.
the early River’s End, which she 
referred to as “the river” back in the 
late 1940s and early 50s. I wanted 
to hear about this, so I walked over 
to Jo’s, and we all had a cup of 
coffee and a bunch of conversation. 

Threads that run through our lives 
have led us to River’s End. Cutting 
out just a little piece of River’s End 
fabric shows you what I mean. 

Barbara Churchill explained that 

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

Covid-19 got me, but not in a 
traditional sense. The virus that has 
brought tragedy to so many families 
took me by surprise when it made 
me more isolated. And, I realized 
that I had to do something about it, 
even if it was just to get in the car 
and drive - to a funeral.

I have been struggling with 
depression for the past few months. 
I suppose there are many of us who 
are struggling with the craziness 
in our world and social separation 
that deprives us of our friends. I 
make myself get up and struggle to 

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Evan Brandt is my hero.
According to the New York Times, 

Brandt is the last reporter standing 
at the Pottstown Mercury, a daily 
newspaper in the Philadelphia area. 
It is the smallest newspaper to have 
won two Pulitzer Prizes.

Brandt doesn’t have the most 
glamorous, high-profile newspaper 
job. He’s not a political reporter, a 
foreign correspondent or a colum-
nist. You won’t see him opining on 
cable news. 

He’s a local beat reporter, at least 
that is what we called his job during 
my newspaper career.

Beat reporters cover the local 

The View from My Seat
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The butterfly effect

Hurricanes getting stronger, more frequent
• There are increasing numbers of Atlantic hurricanes. Some research-

ers believe that the number of hurricane rises is due to the natural cycle. 
The first 30 to 60 years of the cycle are uncommon, while the next 30 to 60 
years became more frequent. Many researchers think that global warming is 
responsible for it.

• Hurricanes start with a huge, complicated butterfly effect that starts over 
in Africa in the Sahara Desert. Hurricanes seem to be “evolving” as well, as 
there is an increase in hurricane counts and their strength.

The butterfly effect is an idea that 
is more commonly used in chaos 
theory. A small change can make 
much bigger changes happen; one 
small incident can have a big impact 
on the future. The idea started from 
weather prediction. Now the term is 
used for many things.The term but-
terfly effect comes from an analogy 
where a butterfly flaps its wings in 
Tokyo and a tornado occurs in Ten-
nessee. Weather is hard to forecast, 
because small changes like this can 
have a big impact on the weather.

This term can be used in areas 
other than weather. Here a small 
change can also have a large 
impact. For example, it’s one reason 
why many people believe time travel 
to be dangerous. If a small change 
was made to history, that could have 
a very bad impact later on. (That is, 
if we could travel through time.)



Friendly bacteria 
Q. Can you guess the filthiest, 

most bacteria-laden object in a typical 
household? The toilet bowl? A wet 
dishrag? Vacuum cleaner lint?

A. It’s not an object at all, but we 
humans, says Cornell microbiologist 
Stephen H. Zinder. Forget “filthy,” but 
the body is one whopping breeding 
ground for bacteria, millions per 
square cm. in moister skin areas like 
armpits.

Here, bacteria + sweat = B.O., 
that old embarrassing equation. Our 
mouths too harbor BILLIONS of bac-
teria growing on the teeth as plaque, 
or between our teeth and gums. In 
fact, our large intestines typically 
contain 100 TRILLION bacterial cells, 
roughly equal to the number of cells 
that make up our own bodies!

But not to worry, says Zinder, 
since most “microflora” are our 
friends, helping keep the bad guys 
(pathogens) at bay. Actually, it’s now 
believed that insufficient exposure to 
microbes in our early years may pre-
dispose us to allergies and asthma 
later. 

“Nevertheless, brushing and floss-
ing one’s teeth is a good idea, since 
too many bacteria can cause cavities 
and gum disease. As for that vacuum 
cleaner lint, it’s largely sloughed off 
skin cells, so it comes from us too.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Attractive qualities 
Q. If that special someone hasn’t 

yet appeared in your life, what’s this 
person likely to be like? Can social 
psychologists help you look into the 
crystal ball?

A. Good chance you’ll meet your 
future partner at your workplace, says 
Daniel Nettle, lecturer in biological 
psychology at the Open University, 
Milton Keynes, England. If you’re a 
heterosexual woman, he’ll almost 
certainly be taller than you, and prob-
ably 3-4 years older. 

If you’re close in age, the chances 
are he’ll have the same or higher 
level of education as yourself. Simi-
larity of social background makes for 
ease of courtship but not necessarily 
strength of attraction. His personality 
could be completely different from 
yours; if you’re into dangerous sports, 
though, he will be too, and if you 
drive fast, so will he.

For men, most of these predictions 
hold in reverse. Odds are she’ll be 
shorter and younger than you. The 
difference in education is likely to be 
in your favor rather than vice versa, 
and the greater the age gap, the 
greater this difference stands to be.

These, of course, are just statis-
tics, says Nettle. In reality, many rela-
tionships start where some of these 

predictions are not met, and that can 
make for the stuff of life, edgy or even 
off the page.

Whatever comes your way, good 
luck and good loving.

Math magic
Q. Ever try “casting out 9’s” at a 

birthday party? This’ll wow the kids, 
and maybe the far-from kids too.

A. Have someone jot down any 
number, such as 106, and keep 
it secret from you. Next, he (she) 
should multiply it by 9, then circle any 
NON-ZERO digit in the answer, and 
add together all the other digits and 
give you the total.

Now you are going to “guess” the 
mystery circled digit.

In the 106 example, he multiplies 
by 9 to get 954, then circles, say, 
the mystery 4, adds 9 + 5, and gives 
you the 14. You quickly tell him the 
mystery number is 4. How did you do 
it?  You simply subtracted 14 from the 
next higher multiple of 9 (18 in this 
case), which yields 4 (18 - 14). (Note: 
If the total reported to you is itself a 
multiple of 9, you know immediately a 
9 was circled.)

Most people will be amazed. It 
works because any time a number 
is multiplied by 9, the digits in the 
answer add up to a multiple of 9. 
So however much the reported sum 
falls short of a 9-multiple will be the 
mystery digit.

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

3 TACOS
$450

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING

SEPTIC REPAIR
ALL SYSTEMS NEW OR OLD 

LOWEST PRICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE
CALL GRANT 
979-824-0249

LIC.#0S0035161

             LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and Beer 
Retailers off -Premise Permit (BQ) 
by Blue Lake RV, LLC, operating 
as The Trading Post, to be located 
at 102 Creekside, Angleton, Bra-
zoria County, Texas. 77515  LLC 
Manager  Stratton Clay Stevens 

Try advertising in The Bulletin for 
one month, and you’ll see how we 
can help build your business.
            Call (979) 849-5407
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

IS IT HERE YET!? WHAT DO YOU MEAN NO!? WHEN, 
THEN!?: A couple in Portage, Wisc., who are addicted to methamphet-
amine, was arrested for having a friend in Arizona mail them 24 grams 
of meth. They contacted the post office “multiple times” asking about the 
package.

NAH, NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT, MA’AM: A woman in 
England went on the website Netmums to reveal that, since her husband 
has been called back to work, he shaved, a practice that he had tem-
porarily abandoned for three months during the lockdown. She asks if 
people think he may be having an affair.

IT LOOKS LIKE WE WERE RIGHT ABOUT YOU: A man who 
was banned for life from the American Legion post in Smithton, Pa., 
responded by covering the post’s entire walkway with black engine oil.

SHOULD HAVE SEEN THAT ONE COMING: A man with a tattoo 
of a machete on his face used a machete to attack a man in Spring Hill, 
Fla.

HEY, BIG BOY, DOING ANYTHING LATER?: A man took three 
separate trips to steal seven bottles of wine, worth $794, from a liquor 
store in Estero, Fla., by stuffing them down his pants.

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER?: Police pulled over a Porsche 
driver towing a hot tub affixed to a homemade wooden cart on the 
outskirts of Woodstock, Ontario. Officers had received “multiple calls;” 
bringing the situation to their attention.

I MOVE TO TAKE A BRIEF RECESS: A woman in San Diego 
was leading a live Zoom board meeting of the local political club of which 
she’s president when the floor in the unit directly above her started creak-
ing as her upstairs neighbors were engaging in loud intimate activities.

WELL, ROBBING BANKS IS EXHAUSTING: A 19-year-old man 
robbed a bank in Riverside, Calif., but then paused in the lobby to enjoy 
“an adult beverage.” Employees called the cops.

WHAT ARE OUR CHANCES OF PAROLE?: Two restaurant 
owners in Thailand sold vouchers to customers that entitled them to use 
their seafood buffet at an extremely low price, but they later reneged, 
leading to complaints from hundreds of disgruntled customers. They were 
convicted of defrauding the public and sentenced to 723 years in prison.

AH, HOME AT LAST: A woman led police on a high-speed chase 
through Naples, Fla., after she passed a deputy at more than 100 mph. 
She overtook a street sweeper, and roared through residential streets, 
ignoring his commands to stop from over a PA system. It ended only after 
she pulled into her driveway.

RISE AND SHINE, PAL: A man, who got drunk and passed out on 
a raft, floated 7 miles down the Blue River in Crawford County. Ind., with 
a bottle of rum on his lap. Conservation officers on the riverbank tried 
to wake him with throw bags and by shouting and blowing whistles as 
he headed toward the roaring Milltown Dam and likely death. He finally 
washed ashore a few miles above the dam. A deputy pulled him out and 
arrested him.

• In 2012, then-presidential candidate Newt Gingrich said the Moon should 
become the 51st state of the US.

• After Dallas Maverick ‘s owner, Mark Cuban said NBA referee manager 
Ed Rush “Wouldn’t be able to manage a Dairy Queen,” Dairy Queen man-
agement took offense and offered to let Cuban manage a Dairy Queen for a 
day. Cuban accepted.

• “The Hunchback of Notre-Dame” was written by Victor Hugo as part of a 
movement to protect Gothic Architecture in Paris.
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Prices Good Thru 08-04-20

people didn’t like wearing masks, 
saying face coverings were uncom-
fortable and ineffective. Others 
wore masks and still got sick, they 
argued. Masks, don’t work, they 
decried.

To try to make the illness go 
away, the leaders made new laws 
to punish those who did not wear a 
mask. Those caught cheating could 
be jailed or fined up to $200. Even 
some of the leaders in the city were 
caught cheating and had to pay a 
fine.

But many businesses didn’t 
enforce the mask order because 
owners felt like it would hurt busi-
ness. And the illness continued to 
claim victims.

Many streetcar conductors also 
refused to enforce the mask laws. 
So many people were arrested that 
the city’s jails were filled to capacity. 
And the illness spiked.

When the leaders decided that 
newspaper reporters were asking 
too many questions and not writing 
what the leaders wanted, they 
threatened the messengers.

“None of you reporters are wel-
come until you stop printing lies,” 
protested one leader, who threat-
ened to close down newspapers on 
the basis of being a “public health 
nuisance.”

Wearing a mask was an uncon-

stitutional infringement of their civil 
liberties, said those who did not 
want to wear a mask. They grew 
louder and louder, and then they 
organized into a group to oppose 
the mandatory mask laws.

They had a meeting at which 
2,000 people attended, including 
several prominent physicians and 
city leaders. And, the illness contin-
ued to claim more victims.

Then the people decided that 
they wanted a quick fix for the 
illness.

One was, “clean heart, warm feet, 
clean bowels.” That would solve it, 
they said.

“Cut an onion in half and rub it on 
your chest,” was another remedy. 
That probably took care of the 
distancing concerns. If you smelled 
like onion, nobody would come near 
you.

“Take a bath in creosote.” This 
one was toxic and dangerous. Who-
ever tried it probably didn’t have to 
worry about the illness.

“Eat brown sugar.” This was prob-
ably good for the sugar industry, but 
no, it didn’t work, either.

Then the townspeople pre-
tended that everything was fine and 
decided that life should return to 
normal. And the illness roared, and 
more people died.

The moral of the story? Don’t do 
what the people in San Francisco 
did during the 1918 Spanish Flu 
epidemic. That’s where this took 
place. It’s not a fairy tale. It actually 
happened.

Before the flu epidemic ran out 
of hosts, 675,000 people died in 
the United States. Let’s not repeat 
history.

We’re better than that.

Once upon a time, there was a city where people got very sick
(Continued from Page 1
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fenc-
ing, lend a hand with programs, 
and add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

It’s no surprise that as July comes to an end and we head into August that 
our Gulf Coast heat is at its worst right now. 

The combination of hot temperatures and high humidity create a situation 
in which heat illnesses are not only possible, but probable. It is imperative 
that when visiting our parks and spending time outdoors, in general, that 
everyone take as many precautions as possible regarding their own safety 
and the safety of others in their group.

To avoid heat illness, stay hydrated by drinking plenty of water, apply 
sunscreen regularly, and plan your outdoor activities for either the morning or 
evening hours.

For someone suffering from heat exhaustion, they may feel faint or dizzy 
and experience excessive sweating. They need to be taken to a cooler 
location, where they can relax and hydrate away from the sun. Heat stroke 
is even more serious, with symptoms including hot skin, nausea or vomiting, 
and a strong, rapid pulse. They may even lose consciousness altogether. 
Immediate action must be taken to cool the person down and possibly a call 
to 9-1-1 if symptoms persist.

Keep an eye out for the signs of both heat exhaustion and heat stroke, 
and follow these procedures to limit the possibility of finding yourself over-
heated.

How to avoid dehydration, heatstroke

Getting outside is more important now than ever, and Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk was the perfect opportunity for fresh air and sunlight under 
the shade of the loblolly pines and willow oaks.

It was a great week for all involved, and we’d like to thank our knowledge-
able staff and volunteers for sharing their time and wisdom with the campers. 
We’re already looking forward to next year’s event.

Kids enjoy Camp Mohawk Nature Camp

Campers examine the flowers they’ve picked on the nature walk at Camp 
Mohawk.

Enjoying the A/C and journaling in their nature books.

Prepping for kayak practice on the water.
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Aug. 22, 10 a.m. to noon: Discover Archery. Learn the 
art of archery with Brazoria County Parks Department staff at Camp 
Mohawk County Park. You’ll learn about the history of the bow and 
arrow, how to safely handle the equipment, and the basic skills you’ll 
need to begin your archery practice. After the class, practice your 
skill on our archery range. Bows and arrows will be provided. This 
free event is open to participants ages seven and above. You must 
complete and turn in our department’s archery waiver to attend. For 
information and registration, call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152, or 
email him at mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, Sept. 12: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up. 
Volunteers will meet at either meetup site at 9 a.m. before heading out 
onto the beach to rid our beaches of trash. We’re hosting meetup sites 
at both Stahlman Park and Quintana Beach County Park this year, so 
be sure to select your preferred location when registering. Dress for the 
weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; lunch after-
ward. For more information, contact Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152 
(Surfside), or Patty Brinkmeyer at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, Sept. 17, 8 a.m. to noon: Volunteer Trail Workday. 
We are excitedly adding miles of new multipurpose trails to our parks, 
and you’re invited to come along for the ride! Join the department’s trail 
coordinator on the third Thursday of each month to build and maintain 
trails in the parks. Activities include clearing brush, leveling the surface 
and painting and planting signs. Make sure to wear sturdy work clothes. 
For this workday, we will be clearing brush at Hanson Riverside County 
Park. For more information, and to sign up, contact Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com or (979) 864-1152.

Saturday, Sept. 19, 9 a.m. to noon: Fall Paddling Event #1. 
Come join the Brazoria Paddlers Club as they hold a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours. Location to be announced at a later date. Must 
complete, or already have on file, a copy of our liability release form for 
2020. For information or reservations call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152, or email mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

A group of local Texas Master Naturalists dubbed, “Team Q”, has spent summer on the beach cleaning up huge 
portions in and around the Quintana jetty area. In three hours, they collected over 400 pounds of trash. Team Q 
uses the Clean Swell application on their phones to record data for the Ocean Conservancy. Thanks to Luanne 
and Jimmy Salinas, Kyle and Kathleen Purvis, Susan Potts, Andy Smith, Kathy Sweet and Joel Cobb for their 
efforts to help keep our beaches clean and safe.

Master Naturalists’ ‘Team Q’ cleans Quintana Beach
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maintain the normal routine. I have 
coffee with two different groups of 
friends, and then I go home.

I am a social animal and don’t do 
well alone. Granted, it doesn’t have 
to be a crowd; one other person will 
suffice. My children and grandchil-
dren give me fixes of the mayhem 
associated with raising children. But 
there is the feeling of isolation from 
my peeps and peers; I miss them. 

I relented and shared with my 
doctor, and he prescribed medica-
tion. It’s only been a week, but I’m 
beginning to see some light in what 
had been mostly darkness. I feel 
more a part of the world.

I finally went on a small road trip 
by myself. I thought about it for a 
few days, and on Saturday, I just did 
it. I went to a memorial service for a 
man who was three years ahead of 
me in high school. Not a classmate 
but a respected schoolmate in that 
small town of Luling.

He passed in May, but restrictions 
precluded the traditional service and 
family mourning that we in the south 
expect with a relative’s or friend’s 
passing. May went by, and then 
June followed without the antici-
pated removal of COVID restric-
tions, so a July memorial service 
was held at the local cemetery in 
100-plus-degree heat. God blessed 
the attendees with a large tree and 
a Sahara-type breeze. A nice-sized 
group gathered for the service, and I 
was glad that I attended to assure a 

respectable gathering. 
His children got to express their 

emotion over his passing; a friend 
did an acapella rendition of “You’ll 
Never Walk Alone” that was nicely 
done and fit well. I didn’t attend the 
gathering after the service as I only 
knew two people there. They didn’t 
need me to share funny remem-
brances and tales they shared in, or 
knew of.

I’m glad I went. I feel sorrow 
for the many who haven’t had the 
opportunity to gather and share 
their grief and find solace through a 
common emotion. 

My family usually takes a week 
in good times to organize, find and 
notify all relatives and then holds 
the funeral. Then there is a gather-
ing at someone’s home with copious 
amounts and varieties of food. The 
food is eaten; youngsters go outside 
to play (although in today’s world, 
text on their phones or play video 
games); and the rest listen or tell 
stories about shared adventures or 
tall tales they have heard. It soothes 
many. The immediate family is given 
a brief respite before they must deal 
with the loss in their daily lives. 

It isn’t perfect, but there is hope 
that the new normal will be closer to 
the old than today is.

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

I took road trip to end virus isolation

news that directly impacts you.  
They cover city councils, school 
boards, courthouses, hospitals and 
police stations.

I learned the importance of local 
journalism while covering a city 
council meeting in the New Frank-
lin, MO. firehouse in the late 60s.

I expected a boring meeting, but 
the firehouse was packed so I sat 
in the old fire truck and listened to 
hours of heated debate. The issue:  
Should dog owners be required 
to keep their pets leashed while 
walking them?

Nobody outside of New Frank-
lin cared, but it deserved to be 
covered. 

Unfortunately, newspaper report-

ers are a dying breed. The number 
of newsroom employees dropped 
51 percent between 2008 and 2019, 
from about 71,000 to 35,000.

Who is going to inform you about 
proposed tax increases, road 
detours, new zoning regulations 
and, yes, dog leash proposals? 

Most importantly, who is going to 
replace newspaper reporters and 
crusade against corruption? Holding 
public officials accountable has long 
been in the DNA of newspapers. 

In her book “Ghosting the News,” 
journalist Margaret Sullivan argues 
that the danger of local journalism 
dying out has dire implications for 
both communities and for the fragile 
democracy that contains them.  

She blames the threat to news-

paper journalism on the loss of 
local and classified advertising and 
competition from websites that have 
conditioned readers to expect news 
for free. 

No matter the cause, she 
believes the kind of journalism that 
Americans need to function is in the 
midst of mass extinction. She feels 
replacements - local radio and tele-
vision and websites - are insufficient 
to fill the vacuum.

That’s why Evan Brandt is my 
hero. He views local news reporting 
as a calling and has confronted 
those seeing it only as a business.

In a cost-cutting move, the hedge 
fund that owns the Mercury closed 
the Pottstown office and consoli-
dated operations of its Philadelphia 
area papers in a plant 20 miles from 
Pottstown.

That left Brandt the only reporter 
in Pottstown. Working out of his 
house, he scrambles to cover more 
than a dozen area city councils and 
school board meetings.

He makes a difference.
When the YMCA wanted to close 

its Pottstown operation, Brandt 
wrote about the impact it would 
have on a town that once was 
home to a Bethlehem Steel plant 
and Mrs. Smith’s Pies. The YMCA 
stayed open. 

When the pandemic started, he 
wrote about disadvantaged stu-
dents who didn’t have laptops to do 
school work from home. A $60,000 
donation eased the problem.

Intrepid reporter that he is, 
Brandt learned the paper’s owners 
- Alden Global Capital - earned $18 
million and had a 30 percent profit 
margin on its Philadelphia area 
papers in 2017. 

Brandt, who has won 36 journal-
ism awards in his 23 years at the 
Mercury, wondered why the hedge 
fund needed to cut staff.  

Ken Doctor, a newspaper analyst, 
knows the answer. “They’re extract-
ing significant profits, and they’re 
not investing. When they can no 
longer extract a profit - or enough 
profit - they’ll turn out the lights.”

Brandt then learned that Heath 
Freeman, co-owner of the hedge 
fund, was expanding his $4.8 
million waterfront mansion on Long 
Island.

Brandt wanted to ask his boss 
one question.

According to the Times, Brandt 
drove his Corolla to the mansion, 
carrying a notebook and wearing 
shorts and a “News Matters” T-shirt.

He knocked on the door and was 
greeted by a woman who escorted 
him into the foyer. She asked if he 
was expected.  Most certainly not, 
he replied.

Brant saw Freeman upstairs, and 
for a moment the two men locked 
eyes: The fit multimillionaire and the 
rumpled $46,000-a-year newspa-

perman.
Brandt shouted out the question, 

and Freeman walked away without 
answering.

My hero’s question: What value 
do you place on local news?

It’s a question we all need to 
think about … before it’s too late.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Evan Brant, a newspaper reporter, is a dying breed
(Continued from Page 1)

Southern Outdoors Dreams holds its 
first veterans event in Matagorda

Southern Outdoor Dreams held its first veterans event in Matagorda on 
the weekend of July 10, hosting five disabled and combat-wounded veterans 
and their guests in a house for the weekend. 

Southern Outdoor Dreams is a family based nonprofit organization with a 
mission to positively impact the lives of disabled and terminally ill youth and 
combat-disabled veterans by providing hunting and fishing dream adven-
tures.

Veterans fished at the house Friday and Saturday evening and had a 
guided fishing trip Saturday morning. The nonprofit provided everything at no 
cost to the veterans and their guests. They also made sure they went home 
with custom shirts, hats and a fishing rod and reel combination.

They took extra precautions due to Covid-19, such as social distancing 
between family units, provided cleaner and sanitizer and did health screen-
ings as the guests arrived. Overall, the event was a great success, and the 
organization learned how to make next year even better. 

You can help by donating or volunteering with the organization, and with 
your help, Southern Outdoor Dreams can make a difference in someone’s 
life by delivering their outdoor dream. To donate or learn more, go to: www.
southernoutdoordreams.org/donate.

Sugar wafer facts
Also called sugar wafers, these 

delicate snacks melt in your mouth. 
Made since the mid-1800s in the 
United States, makers called the 
cookies many names; wafer cook-
ies, sugar wafers, sugar biscuits, 
fairy wafers.

Source: nationaldaycalendar.
com Graphic: Staff, TNS
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PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299Registration is ongoing for 

a new session of Brazosport 
College’s Jumpstart program. The 
program is currently registering for 
its pipe fitting, electrical and office 
administration programs.

Jumpstart can provide the job 
training needed to enter a high-de-
mand, high-wage career. The pro-
grams, which are free to qualified 
students, are scheduled to have 
face-to-face classes on the Brazo-
sport College campus, observing 
physical distancing measures and 
other precautions.

The craft Jumpstart programs 
are nine-week programs that are 
conducted from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
and from 8:30 to noon on Friday. 
The program focuses on intensive, 

hands-on training that is designed 
to help one enter a new career in 
a short amount of time. The office 
administration Jumpstart program is 
a 12-week program that is con-
ducted from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and from 
8:30 a.m. to noon on some Fridays.

The new training sessions for 
pipe fitters and electricians begin 
Wednesday, Aug. 19, and runs 
through Wednesday, Aug. 28. Orien-
tation is scheduled from for Aug. 18.

Training sessions for the office 
administration courses begin 
Monday, Aug. 24 and runs through 
Wednesday, Nov. 18. Orientation is 
scheduled for Aug. 20.

All course expenses, including 
tuition, books, tools and lab materi-
als, may be covered.

Seats in these programs 
are limited. Being grant-based 
programs, certain criteria must be 
met in order to qualify for tuition 
assistance in the program.

Those completing the pipe 
fitting and electrical programs 
will earn nine college credits, an 
Occupational Skills Award from 
Brazosport College, a National 
Career Readiness certificate and 
NCCER Blue Card-Core certifica-
tion. Successful office administra-
tor completers earn nine college 
credits, an Occupational Skills 
Award from Brazosport College 
and will have the opportunity to 
earn MS Office certifications in 
Word and Excel.

Job fairs are conducted at the 
conclusion of both programs.

BC’s free Jumpstart program registering for Fall 2020 semester

A look back at baseball fan President Nixon’s All-Stars
By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

During a normal Major League 
Baseball season, by mid-July fans 
would be anticipating the annual 
All-Star Game. But in 2020, COVID-
19, the great killjoy, has forced the 
game’s cancellation, the first time 
since 1945 when World War II travel 
restrictions interfered and no players 
were selected. Baseball bugs that 
would have cast their 2020 ballots, 
and would be looking forward to 
watching the All-Star Game, are 
plum out of luck.

Back during President Richard 
Nixon’s White House years, sports 
writers and baseball officials con-
sidered the president the nation’s 
most well-informed and devoted fan. 
Journalist Dick Young, who covered 
New York baseball for more than 
five decades, said Nixon wasn’t just 
a guy who showed up at season 
openers to take bows and get his 
picture in the newspaper. Nixon, 
Young said, “knows baseball.”

So profound was Nixon’s baseball 
knowledge that when his political 
career appeared over - he had lost 
the 1960 squeaker presidential 
election to John F. Kennedy and 
then lost by a landslide in his 1962 
bid for California’s governorship to 
incumbent Pat Brown - professional 
players urged him to consider the 
MLB’s commissioner post.

The Players Association lobbied 

hard for Nixon, spearheaded by 
future Hall of Famers that included 
the Cleveland Indians’ Bob Feller, 
and two Philadelphia Phillies - Robin 
Roberts and Jim Bunning. Nixon, 
at the time a Wall Street lawyer, 
declined.

Instead, the commissioner’s 
job went to Marvin Miller, a tough 
former U.S. Steelworkers Union 
labor expert whose tenacity led to 
the reserve clause’s dissolution, 
which paved the way for soaring 
player salaries.

In 1972, after Nixon’s first 
post-Watergate press conference 
and in an effort to lighten the 
assembled crowd’s somber mood, 
a reporter asked if “the nation’s 
number one fan” would submit his 
all-time baseball team, a daunting 
challenge. A few days later and with 
help from son-in-law David Eisen-
hower, Nixon broke up his choices 
into the National and American 
Leagues and by the players’ era: the 
Early Era, 1925-1945; the Modern 
Era, 1945-1970; the Yankees’ Era, 
1925-1959, and the Expansion Era, 
1960-1991. Nixon’s selections were 
a mix of baseball’s most famous, 
and the games’ outstanding but less 
well-known players.

For example, from the Early Era, 
Nixon picked American League 
superstars Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig 
and Joe DiMaggio, but also stars 
whose prominence had faded, such 

as Herb Pennock, Bobo Newsom 
and Harry Heilmann. From the 
National League’s Early Era, Nixon 
tapped the same mixture of historic 
favorites as well as worthy, but less 
familiar players: Dizzy Dean, Rogers 
Hornsby and Carl Hubbell are 
instantly recognizable, while Arky 
Vaughan, Pie Traynor and “Ducky” 
Medwick’s talents have faded from 
most fans’ memories.

As Chief Executive, Nixon, 
attended 11 games - 9 in D.C. and 
one each in Atlanta and Cincinnati. 
At a July 1969 game between the 
Detroit Tigers and his hometown 
Senators, Nixon saw a triple-play, 
an event every fan hopes to witness 
personally. Earlier in 1969, Nixon 
persevered through a 13-inning 
night game between the Senators 
and the Oakland Athletics.

Later, Nixon said he never left a 
game before the last pitch “because 
in baseball, as in life and especially 
in politics, you never know what will 
happen.”

Nixon may have been referring 
to his resurrection from the polit-
ically moribund. After his 1962 
loss to Brown, Nixon told about 
100 reporters standing outside the 
Beverly Hills Hotel that “You won’t 
have Nixon to kick around anymore, 
because gentlemen, this is my 
last press conference...” Six years 
later, Nixon returned with a roar. 
In November 1968, voters elected 

Nixon as the 37th U.S. president.
Nixon gave dozens more press 

conferences during his abbreviated 
five-year presidency, and he got 
kicked around in most of them.

(Joe Guzzardi is a Society for 
Baseball Research and an Inter-
net Baseball Writers Association 
Member. Contact him at guzzjoe@
yahoo.com.)

President Nixon talks to a fan on the Washington Senator’s opening day 
at RFK stadium on April 7, 1969. (Richard Nixon Foundation photo)
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the ones that could make your face 
sweat in the Arctic and lacerated 
your tongue when you couldn’t 
resist trying to force it through the 
breathing hole.

I dressed up as Frankenstein one 
year, and along with the vinyl face-
sauna, I had a little tube of green 
“blood” - because everyone knows 
that Mary Shelley’s creature was 
part Vulcan. On another Hallow-
een, I chose a Tusken Raider/Sand 
Person mask from the first Star 
Wars movie. My mother even made 
me an authentic cloak to perfect the 
look and solidify my reputation as a 
hopeless nerd. Despite our efforts, 
though, most people didn’t recog-
nize my costume and thought I was 
dressed as a deformed walrus with 
severe tooth decay.

When I entered my teen years 
in the early 1980-+s, my masks 
(and my hygiene practices) became 
more elaborate and grotesque. I 
remember blowing my allowance 
one year on a highly-detailed rubber 
skull mask I found at Spencer’s 
in the mall. The mask was the 

perfect complement to my Members 
Only jacket and nylon Bugle Boy 
parachute pants. Michael Jackson’s 
macabre “Thriller” music video 
was all the rage at the time, and I 
was sure that my fashion medley, 
combined with a playfully frightful 
disguise, would be irresistible to the 
ladies. Instead, they just found me 
frightful, and I nursed my wounded 
pride by using the mask to scare the 
younger neighborhood kids when I 
answered the front door. I only got 
punched in the gut a few times.

My most memorable masked inci-
dent as an adult happened when I 
was newly married, and my wife and 
I were house-sitting for some friends 
of my parents. It was bedtime, and I 
had discovered a rubber “old man” 
mask (complete with wig) while 
rummaging... I mean walking past 
an open closet. My wife had gone 
to the bathroom, so I slipped out of 
bed and met her at the bathroom 
door wearing nothing but the mask 
and a pair of boxer briefs. Instead 
of screaming or running, she just 
froze in terrified silence and started 
crying, eliciting a torrent of desper-

ate apologies from me. (She still 
has the same reaction to seeing me 
in my underwear - and I still feel the 
need to apologize.)

Now that I’m a mature adult 
and rarely dress up like Star Wars 
characters or elderly exhibitionists, 
the prospect of wearing a mask to 
Walmart or the church house isn’t 
too appealing. But I say let’s have 
fun with it. Try painting a set of 
hillbilly teeth on your mask, or one 
of those curly mustaches you’ve 
always wanted to grow but were 
afraid it wouldn’t look right with your 
favorite shade of lipstick.

Yes, I realize that face coverings 
make you look like Hannibal Lecter 
and sound like Charlie Brown’s 
teacher when you talk. But at least 
you can take comfort in knowing 
you’re allowed to remove your 

mask when you sit down to eat your 
Chicago-style Whataburger.

(Copyright 2020. Graves is an 
award-winning humor columnist 
from East Texas. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.)

We gladly wore masks before the virus took the fun out of it
(Continued from Page 1)
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SPACE
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Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

she grew up in southeast Houston 
on Elm Street. One block over on 
Erath Street lived Earl and Bo King 
and their family and Lee and Donise 
McDonald and their family. 

Earl King had originally been from 
Angleton, and he knew about the 
fish camps on the San Bernard. The 
camps started just below where the 
old San Bernard swing bridge used 

to be (Churchill Bridge) with Frank-
lin’s Camp (where 2J’s Café was), 
down river to Laird’s Camp (where 
Fiddler’s Island is), continuing down 
river to Burlington’s (where CR 441A 
is today), and finally Ducroz Camp 
at “the point.” 

Back then, you could get a cabin 
at Laird’s Camp – or any of the 
others - for $2 a night. But mostly, 
Barbara’s crew stayed at Laird’s’ 

Camp.
Earl King had previously intro-

duced the McDonald family to the 
end of the river before moving 
to Webster, and now he and Bo 
brought the Churchill family down 
here to fish and have fun.

 About the time that the Kings 
brought the Churchills to the San 
Bernard for the first time, Allen 
Churchill met the McDonald bunch 
at an ice house in Houston. He was 
so impressed with the things they 
had in common that he brought 
the whole bunch home to meet his 
then-pregnant wife, Maude, at about 
1 a.m. 

Well, they got along so well 
that Maude made breakfast for 
the whole bunch (Lee and Donise 
McDonald, Lee’s half-sister, Martha, 
and her husband J.L. Richardson).

 That began a true friendship 
between the families, and once 
Maude Churchill got her driver’s 
license, she and Donise McDonald 
would often pack up all the kids and 
some board games in her Henry J 
and come down to the river when 
their husbands had to work.

As they grew, the teen-aged 
Kings, McDonalds and Churchills 
fished and swam in the river and 
hung out at Shorty’s. The girls 
drank Cokes, and the boys drank 
that 25-cent beer that Shorty was 
so famous for. They all flirted and 
danced with each other. 

JoAnn was swimming in the river 
when she met her husband, David.

 Seems like someone at Shorty’s 
“encouraged” him to leave by throw-
ing him in the river.

 David McDonald’s uncle, Ken-
neth Shindler, was in the Navy, and 
when he came for a visit, Barbara 
Churchill fell head over heels for 
him. 

They all spent time together in 
their summers of carefree youth 
and then drifted out of River’s End 
to marry other people and raise 
families. But the river has quite a 
siren’s song, and it never really left 
their hearts. 

Now, the river has called them all 
back.

 JoAnn and David McDonald 
are still married as well as Barbara 
Churchill and Kenneth Shindler. 
Tommy King, the son of Earl and Bo 
King, and his wife, Sondra, owned 
the house on the river next to our 

present home.
Now, keep up with me. The 

tapestry goes on and is finely woven 
here. Even though my husband, 
Roy, had come down here fishing in 
the ‘70s, he had not been back in a 
while. Work and raising children can 
call louder than the river at times. 

But here we pick up another 
thread. 

Tommy King was my husband’s 
sergeant in the Harris County Sher-
iff’s department, and when he had a 
Fourth of July party, we were invited 
to his house. We fell under the Riv-
er’s End spell. After that, we came 
down every chance we got and 
finally bought our place in 2004 from 
Tommy King’s sister and brother-in-
law – Pat and R. H. Blue.

Here’s yet another binding thread. 
Our longtime family friend who 
painted the murals in and outside 
Roy and my house, Kristin Shirley, 
was a teenager in the same neigh-
borhood as the Kings, Churchills 
and McDonalds – 20 years later. 

She came to River’s End because 
of our requests and has beautified it 
with her paintings and the sign she 
carved coming onto our island home 
– “Welcome to Fisherman’s Isle”.

Picking up another couple of 
threads of our tapestry, our neigh-
bors, Harold and Pearlie Caudill, are 
also woven into life’s fabric here. 
Before Harold and Pearlie retired, 
they owned both a construction 
company and a racetrack. It seems 
that Harold worked several heavy 
construction jobs at the same time 
that David McDonald did, and he 
knew him before they bought a 
place here. And, because of the 
racetrack, they knew Lisa Schuble’s 
uncle, Mid Love, and his boys, as 
they raced cars at their track. Now, 
they’ve all met up again here at 
River’s End.

All the fine threads tied together 
by the love of the river and the 
independence found in the wildlife 
and solitude down here. This piece 
of the woven threads was recorded 
20 years ago. Today, there are new 
people moving down here again, 
and as we work toward opening the 
mouth of the river a second time, 
more rich, colorful threads are being 
added to our fine tapestry.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

How the river has drawn families, friends, neighbors to it
(Continued from Page 1)

Little David McDonald messing around in the Henry J.
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Q: Is there any hope for those 
who have committed heinous 
crimes to ever know the peace of 
God? - W.C.

A: In our own weakness as 
humans, we tend to grade sins. 
Here’s a little sin on our scale, 
but over here there’s a very, very 
heavy sin. We may see God as 
able to forgive the small sin, but 
incapable of forgiving the gross 
sinner.

A story out of World War II illus-
trates this graphically. Hitler and 
his Third Reich had gone down to 
defeat at the hands of the Allies. 
Many Nazi leaders who committed 
some of the most infamous crimes 
known to man were brought to trial 
in Nuremberg. The world watched 
as sentences of imprisonment and 
death were brought against these 
war criminals. However, an amaz-
ing account was given by Chaplain 
Gerecke. He had been called as 
a prison chaplain to the former 
Nazi high command, though his 
self-description was that of a 
humble preacher who had grown 
up a Missouri farm boy.

Chaplain Gerecke recalled 
the sincere conversion to faith in 
Jesus Christ by some of these 
men who had committed despica-
ble crimes; one of them a former 
favorite general of Hitler. At first 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God has love for even the worst sinners
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

the chaplain was very leery of 
confessions of faith. He said the 
first time he saw this criminal read-
ing his Bible he thought, a phony. 
However, as he spent time with 
him, he wrote, “But the longer I lis-
tened, the more I felt he might be 
sincere. He insisted he was very 
glad that a nation which would 
probably put him to death thought 
enough of his eternal welfare to 
provide him with spiritual guid-
ance.” With Bible in hand he said, 
“I know from this book that God 
can love a sinner like me.” There 
is always hope. What an amazing 
love God exhibited for us all at the 
cross!

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
Birdies, bogeys, gators

Two alligators staged a two-hour 
fight on the 18th-hole green at 
Hilton Head Lakes golf course in 
Hardeeville, S.C.

Rumor has it the loser got turned 
into golf shoes.

Where’s the snack bar?
The Miami Dolphins are turning 

back the clock and converting their 
Hard Rock Stadium into a tempo-
rary drive-in movie theater that can 
host up to 230 cars.

Experts expect it’ll be a stunning 
success — as long as the Dolphins 
don’t show any game films from, 
say, the past 10 seasons.

Penalty on the play?
Florida prep-football powerhouse 

Northwestern of Miami is being 
investigated — and coach Max 
Edwards suspended — for allegedly 
conducting practices during the 
coronavirus shutdown.

If true, it’ll be football’s costliest 
sneak since Patrick Mahomes.

Grip it and rip it
Tom Brady’s pants ripped in a 

most unfortunate spot when he 
bent over during the Champions for 
Charity golf match.

In other words, in a flash he went 
from quarterback to split end.

Home games
Yamaha has developed a 

“Remote Cheerer” system that 
allows fans at home to be heard 
during games played in empty 
stadiums, and field-tested it on May 
13 with 58 speakers placed around 
50,000-seat Shizuoka Stadium 
ECOPA during a soccer match.

Not only will the players hear your 
cheers, but the restroom lines won’t 
be as long.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

What are chances that 
buying it turns you into 

hunka hunka burning love?
Need a little good-luck charm, or 

maybe just a fashion accessory to 
set off your blue suede shoes?

Elvis Presley’s rhinestone-stud-
ded jockstrap — complete with the 
initials “EP” on the waistband — is 
expected to hit $36,000 on the Paul 
Fraser Collectibles auction block.

“Extravagant. Absurd. Sexually 
potent … pure Elvis Presley,” seller 
rep Daniel Wade told the London 
Daily Mail. “I’m sure the new owner 
won’t be able to resist wearing it 
out on a Saturday night.”

No word on whether it comes 
with a return-to-sender guarantee.

In wheel trouble
Formula E driver Daniel Abt 

was disqualified from his third-
place finish in the circuit’s “Race 
At Home Challenge” event on May 
23 after it was discovered he had 
a ringer — professional simulation 
racer Lorenz Hoerzing — doing his 

driving.
Now THAT’s what you call failing 

the postrace inspection.
Laughing in their beer

New Jersey brewery Departed 
Soles is rolling out a beer called 
“Trash Can Banger” to poke fun at 
the Astros’ sign-stealing scandal.

To which Houston foes can only 
say: Barrel it up!

Pass the popcorn
Some sports movies we’d like to 

see:
— “Sitting Out The Last Dance”: 

Post-Jordan Bulls fail to reach NBA 
Finals for 21st straight year.

— “Moneybawl”: Pay squabbles 
scuttle 2020 baseball season.

— “Chariots Afire”: NASCAR 
adds another division featuring 
Corvairs and Pintos.

Deere season is canceled
This year’s John Deere Classic, 

scheduled for July 9-12, has been 
canceled due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

In lieu of a news release, the PGA 
Tour announced the breakup in a 
John Deere letter.

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. No 

dine-in currently.
Wednesday, July 29: South-

ern-fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans, carrot & raisin 
salad, biscuits and dessert.

Thursday, July 30: Meatloaf, 
rice pilaf, mustard greens, carrots, 
pears & cottage cheese, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Friday, July 31: Oven-fried 
chicken, macaroni & cheese, cooked 
cabbage, corn, pea salad, biscuits, 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

dessert.
Monday, Aug. 3: Chicken-fried 

steak, gravy, corn, peas, slaw, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Aug. 4 - Happy Birth-
day!: Baked chicken, dressing, gravy, 
creamed potatoes, green beans, 
carrot & raisin salad, rolls, cake.

Meals on Wheels available, call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals, call before 8 a.m. Take-out 
meals, call before 10:30 for 11 a.m. 
take-out. 
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COPING WITH COVID-19

to make weighty decisions.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The 

shift in focus during tomorrow’s 
New Moon might be all it takes to 
reveal hidden problems and mis-
takes. Be glad to have a chance 
to fix them as the week unfolds 
and learn from them for the future.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You can solve crossword puzzles 
easily but may not easily handle 
cross words. There could be 
a competition or struggle over 
money, policies or ethics, so it’s 
best to let a sense of fair play 
prevail in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
may feel your achievements are 
unsatisfactory if you compare 
yourself to others. This is not a 
good week to negotiate better 
terms because other people may 
be focused on their own agenda 
and could be less empathetic than 
usual.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You may briefly feel you’re out of 
your depth in the upcoming week. 
You could be dismayed by family 
dramas or feel uncertain when 
faced with a dilemma. Make a 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
You might rush to get something 
done on time and only end up 
slowing yourself down. This is one 
of those weeks when you should 
be extra polite and avoid letting 
anyone get under your skin. Hold 
off on making major changes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Let sleeping dogs lie. You might 
feel that it’s best to be forthright 
when discussing a financial 
matter. Unfortunately, all you may 
do is stir up resentment and con-
troversy. Remain discreet in the 
week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Dialogues about the past can 
needlessly complicate the pres-
ent. Put personal meetings and 
serious discussions on the back 
burner during the first half of the 
week. There may be obstacles to 
handling your budget.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
The New Moon arrives in your 
sign early tomorrow. The next few 
days could be difficult to navigate 
because there may be a pileup of 
duties and realities to face. Wait 
until the second half of the week 

deliberate effort to fill in the gaps 
in your knowledge.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): In the week ahead, you may 
be discouraged when people 
don’t react to your ideas with the 
level of enthusiasm you expect. 
Remain budget-conscious and be 
sure to pay your bills on time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Don’t let a spat turn into 
a grudge. When people are 
stressed out, a few harsh words 
can quickly turn into hard feelings. 
In the week ahead, be aware that 
unmindful criticism of others might 
build an unscalable wall.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Performing the dullest duties may 
show others that you are diligent 
but may not earn you any credit. 
Do not expect to receive glowing 
praise for just being there. Avoid 
disputes and dissension during 
the upcoming week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Put creative energies to work on 
your own behalf rather than being 
distracted by lingering problems. 
Wait until a project is perfected 
and polished before presenting it.

July 28
1896 - The city of Miami, FL, was 

incorporated.
1914 - World War I officially 

began when Austria-Hungary 
declared war on Serbia.

1932 - Federal troops forcibly dis-
persed the “Bonus Army” of World 
War I veterans who had gathered 
in Washington, DC. They were 
demanding money they were not 
scheduled to receive until 1945.

July 29
1914 - The first transcontinental 

telephone service was inaugurated 
when two people held a conversa-
tion between New York, NY and San 
Francisco, CA.

1940 - John Sigmund of St. Louis, 
MO, completed a 292-mile swim 
down the Mississippi River. The 
swim from St. Louis to Caruthers-
ville, MO took him 89 hours and 48 
minutes.

July 30
1956 - The phrase “In God We 

Trust” was adopted as the U.S. 

national motto.
1965 - U.S. President Johnson 

signed into law Social Security Act 
that established Medicare and Med-
icaid. It went into effect the following 
year.

1968 - Ron Hansen (Washington 
Senators) made the first unassisted 
triple play in the major leagues in 41 
years.

July 31
1932 - Enzo Ferrari retired from 

racing. In 1950 he launched a series 
of cars under his name.

1948 - U.S. President Truman 
helped dedicate New York Interna-
tional Airport (later John F. Kennedy 
International Airport) at Idlewild 
Field.

1955 - Marilyn Bell of Toronto, 
Canada, at age 17, became the 
youngest person to swim the 
English Channel.

August 1
1914 - Germany declared war on 

Russia at the beginning of World 
War I.

1936 - Adolf Hitler presided over 
the Olympic games as they opened 
in Berlin.

1973 - The movie “American 
Graffiti” opened.

August 2
1921 - Eight White Sox players 

were acquitted of throwing the 1919 
World Series.

1926 - John Barrymore and Mary 
Astor starred in the first showing of 
the Vitaphone System. The system 
was the combining of picture and 
sound for movies.

August 3
1914 - Germany declared war on 

France. The next day World War I 
began when Britain declared war on 
Germany.

1933 - The Mickey Mouse Watch 
was introduced for the price of 
$2.75.

1936 - Jesse Owens won the first 
of his four Olympic gold medals.

1992 - The U.S. Senate voted 
to restrict and eventually end the 
testing of nuclear weapons.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: EXCEL  CLAMP  OPPOSE  EXEMPT
Answer: The new apartment buildings were very confusing. It was a COMPLEX COMPLEX
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Talked into, with “on”
5 Calyx part
10 Typical artist’s apartment
14 Samoan capital
15 Amtrak option
16 Cabinet dept. formed under 
Carter
17 Doughnut order from a king?
19 Fifty percent up front?
20 Recorded

21 GPS info
23 Pisa possessive
24 Recording device
25 Musicians given to tippling?
28 Writer LeShan
29 Is next to
31 Sergeant Bilko, to friends
32 Tapestry thread
33 Saturn models
34 Set of data within an atmo-
spheric analysis?

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
CUBA  CHAD CHINA  CHILE  CANADA  CROATIA  COLOMBIA

40 Quarterback Tony
41 Swamplike
42 Protection against Mr. Decay 
Germ, in old ads
44 Continued violently
45 MDX Ö X
48 Occupants of a well-insulated 
nest?
50 One of the Coen brothers
52 “10538 Overture” gp.
53 Ocean bird
54 Gets rid of
55 M’s favorite agent
57 How perfume is sold ... and this 
puzzle’s title
60 Commercial exchange fee
61 Ames native
62 Future ENT’s exam
63 “You’ve Got Mail” co-star
64 Grabs
65 Turtles, sometimes

DOWN
1 Biblical seductress
2 Offered a view
3 Shoeless Joe Jackson portrayer 
in “Field of Dreams”
4 Mother of Perseus
5 Marquis de __
6 Prefix with friendly
7 Product with a Simpsons set
8 Last Olds models
9 Andy Panda creator
10 Took charge
11 Two-run homer situation
12 Like “executrix,” e.g.
13 Old TV parts
18 Urban __
22 “Beauty is bought by judgement 
of the __”: Shakespeare
25 Fit and muscular
26 Certain footrest
27 Verve
30 Quilting party
34 Math branch concerned with 
surfaces
35 Rain forest region
36 Beyond slender
37 Former PBS “Mystery!” host
38 Extractable natural resource
39 Louisiana genre featuring the 
accordion
40 Grain-based treat
43 “Understood, Cap’n”
44 His stories inspired “Guys and 
Dolls”
45 Luck
46 Pet that needs a sitter?
47 Many Alaska maps
49 “__ non sufficit”: the world is not 
enough
51 Outdo
54 Beltway VIPs
56 Put on
58 BOAC competitor
59 Storied cauldron stirrer
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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