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Park rangers offer hiking precautions for hot weather
AUSTIN — Heat exhaustion is 

one of the most common maladies 
that park rangers encounter during 
the summer months, and with 
temperatures soaring to scorch-
ing heats well above 90 degrees, 
Texas State Park staff are encour-
aging park visitors to follow basic 
heat safety precautions to stay safe 
on the trail.

Heat exhaustion, dehydration 
and heat stroke can be prevented 
by drinking water, wearing proper 
clothing, hiking in the morning or 
evening, checking the weather 

ahead of time and knowing the 
length of the trail.

One of the most important things 
to do is hydrate. Hydration is neces-
sary for good health and helps with 
heat tolerance. Park rangers recom-
mend having extra water packed 
while on the trails and to continue 
drinking water even if not thirsty. 
Also, if hiking with your four-legged 
friend, don’t forget to bring water for 
them.

A good rule of thumb is to turn 
around and head back once you’ve 
consumed half of your water supply.

It’s important to know the length 
of the trail and take a map of the 
park before heading out. The 
maps provide an overlook and the 
lengths of all trails at the park. Park 
trail maps are available at visitor 
centers, the entrance to the parks 
and online on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department website.

People often underestimate the 
trails and rough terrain, so make 
sure to be aware of any warning 
signs posted at parks and seek trail 
information from park rangers.

(Continued on Page 5

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I got out of my car after the 13-
hour drive and wondered: Why is 
it so hot here?

I thought Kansas would be 
cooler than the Texas Gulf Coast. 
I went to spend a few days with  
my daughter and her husband in 
their new house, and was hoping 
to also get a little break from the  
Texas Gulf Coast heat.

I didn’t mind 
the drive. My 
wife, Sharon, 
and I shared 
it. It was just 
a matter of 
sitting and 
holding the 
steering wheel. 
A cousin 

commented that such a long 
drive doesn’t leave much time for 
resting. I replied: “The drive is the 
resting.”

It’s boring, but so is sitting on a 
plane and looking at the clouds.

I thought about flying, but either 
way, the day was shot. So, we 
decided to drive. Not only is it 
cheaper, but I can take my office 
with me.

I also didn’t have to get picked 
up from the airport or rent a 
car. I just pulled into daughter’s 
driveway, and we decarred 
(like deplaned, but from a car). 
That’s not even a word,  just like 
deplaned shouldn’t be, either. 
Anyway, we got out of the car.

If she lived a little farther, we 
would have flown. Kansas is right 
on the border of my tolerance of 
sitting in a car and holding the 
steering wheel or riding and get-

RAMBLINGS

(AUSTIN) — Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar reminds shoppers they 
can save money on certain items 
during the state’s annual sales tax 
holiday. 

This year, the sales tax holiday is 
scheduled for Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 11-13.

The law exempts most cloth-
ing, footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks priced below $100 from 
sales tax, saving shoppers about $8 
on every $100 they spend during the 
weekend.

Lists of apparel and school sup-
plies that may be purchased tax-free 
can be found on the Comptroller’s 
website at TexasTaxHoliday.org.

This year, shoppers will save an 
estimated $87 million in state and 
local sales taxes during the sales tax 
holiday.

Texas’ tax holiday weekend has 
been an annual event since 1999.

Weekend

Aug.
11-13

The James Anderson American 
Legion Post # 561 of Brazoria is 
searching for families who currently 
have immediate family members 
serving in the military. 

The information received will be 
compiled by a service branch and 
a presentation to honor the families 
will be made on or near Veteran’s 
Day. The groups needs the Family 

American Legion post 
to honor servicemen
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WHAT DO YOU MEAN I CAN’T HAVE ANY MORE MONEY, 
DAD? A British man who won more than $130 million in a European lottery 
gave more than $2 million of it to his son, who quit his well-paying IT job 
and blew through all of the money. He then sued his father for more cash 
after dad refused to keep subsidizing his lavish lifestyle. The judge threw 
out the suit.

ARE YOU GOING FOR SOME SORT OF SUPERHERO THING, 
SIR? A man with a long red beard robbed a bank in Brownsburg, Ind., with 
a three-inch-wide piece of white tape wrapped around his face under his 
eyes as a mask.

OH, THINK I CAN’T? YOU JUST WATCH ME, MAN! A man who 
was arrested in Leicestershire, England, with a suitcase containing more 
than 12 pounds of marijuana denied to a judge that he is a drug dealer, 
claiming instead that he was going to binge-smoke the entire stash himself 
all at once.

KA-POW! KA-POW! YIPPEE! … UH-OH: A man was driving around 
Lexington, Ky., firing shots in the air just for fun, apparently, when he made 
the mistake of discharging his pistol where a police officer happened to be 
standing. He is charged with first-degree wanton endangerment.

NOT EXACTLY THE CRIME OF THE CENTURY: A pistol-pack-
ing man with a jersey wrapped around his face burst into a convenience 
store in Christchurch, New Zealand and scooped up two armfuls of any-
thing he could grab – which turned out to be cigarette papers and lollipops. 
But then he tripped and dropped all of his “loot,” so he ran back to the 
counter, grabbed two bags of potato chips, and fled..

THE LESSON HERE IS KEEP THE DRUGS INSIDE THE 
VEHICLE: A passenger in a car in South St. Louis got into an argument 
and wound up throwing the driver’s heroin out the window. The driver 
returned to the spot and sent two other passengers out onto Interstate-55 
to retrieve the drugs, and one of them was struck by a car.

THANK GOODNESS THERE WON’T BE ANY MISBEHAVING 
CHILDREN: An amusement park in Shakopee, Minn., held a grownups-
only night featuring “kid-free access” to rides and refreshments. But shortly 
after the event began at 7 p.m., numerous fistfights broke out – primarily in 
the parking lot, but also inside the venue. Multiple police departments were 
called to the scene, and it took until midnight to get the situation under 
control.

UH, YEAH, DUDE, I’M HERE ABOUT THE CRACK: Police took 
$1,600 worth of crack cocaine, which was found in a parking lot in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa., and put it in their lost-and-found box, and invited the owner to 
come and get it. They ask that the owner provide ID and a “written state-
ment containing your claim to the crack.”

IT WAS APPARENTLY TOO WARM TO COMMIT CRIMES 
WEARING CLOTHES: A man without clothes on stole a $25,000 statue 
of a swan and a company truck from in front of a business in Lakeland, 
Fla. Surveillance footage led to the man’s arrest.

THREE STRIKES, AND YOU’RE OUT - WITH ONE PUNCH! A 
passenger became upset when the guy behind him repeatedly sounded 
his horn, so he grabbed a baseball bat, got out and used it to pound on 
the guy’s car. The guy then got out of his vehicle and knocked him out with 
one punch.

name, address and phone number, 
service person’s name, rank and 
branch of service. 

Please contact the following 
personnel with the information 

requested: 
Post Commander Ken Aker-

strom (979) 266 - 9275 or e-mail 
kenelf47@comcast.net. Post Adj. 
Robert Rab (979) 864 - 5870 or 
jaalpost561@gmail.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

American Legion post to honor servicemen

Anne Hathaway might play Barbie girl in upcoming movie
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Could Anne Hathaway be ready-
ing herself to become a Barbie girl 
in a Barbie world?

Deadline reported recently that 
the Oscar-winning actress is in 
talks to play the doll with it all in a 

live-action film slated for release 
next summer from Sony and partner 
Mattel.

Amy Schumer previously had 
been attached to the picture before 
announcing in March that she 
would be unable to fill Barbie’s pink 
plastic shoes because of scheduling 
conflicts.

Hathaway would play a character 
who leaves Barbieland because she 
doesn’t fit the mold and ends up 
going on an adventure in the real 
world. Anne Hathaway
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

SMART CARS ARE NOT YET 
ALL THAT SMART

Q. The technology behind self-
driving “robotic” vehicles is getting 
better and better at detecting other 
cars, trucks and vans, and now 
even pedestrians, squirrels and 
birds. But it still faces a daunting 
challenge from the lightest and 
quietest vehicles. Got a guess?

A. Add the swerviest vehicles, 
and you’ll likely know that bicycles 
are the answer. Enclosed vehicles 
are big and easy to see, and their 
pathways are easy to predict, says 
Peter Fairley in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.  

Bicycles, on the other hand, are 
small, fast and heterogeneous. As 
visual computing expert Nuno Vas-
concelos explains, “A car is basically 
a big block of stuff. A bicycle has 
much less mass… There are more 
shapes and colors, and people hang 
stuff on them.”

The detection rate for cars has 
continually outstripped that for bicy-
cles because improved techniques 
allow systems to train themselves 
by studying thousands of images 
where known objects are labeled. 
Not true with spotting and orienting 
bikes that make sudden turns or 
jump out of nowhere. 

That helps explain why per-

formance plummets on bicycle 
detection. “Deep 3D Box is among 
the best, yet it spots only 74% of 
bikes in the benchmark tests. And 
although it can orient over 88% of 
cars, it scores just 59% for bikes.”

As U.S. regulators put it, “that 
means cyclists will be living a 
while longer with the human error 
that contributes to 94% of traffic 
crashes.”

WHEN LOOKING ALIKE 
HELPS OUTLAWS

Q. What’s the story behind the 
line: “Birds of a feather can rob 
together?”

A. As David G. Myers and C. 
Nathan Dewall tell it in “Exploring 
Psychology,” in 2009, thieves broke 
into a Berlin store and stole jewelry 
worth $6.9 million. Left behind by 
one of the thieves was a link to 
his genetic signature, a drop of 
sweat. But when police analyzed 
the DNA, they found two matches 
from identical twin brothers. “The 
court ruled that ‘at least one of the 
brothers took part in the crime, but it 
has not been possible to determine 
which one.’”  Apparently, some birds 
of a feather can rob together with 
impunity.
HOW SMART ARE PLANTS? 
Q. We all know pet owners who 

brag about how smart their dogs or 
cats are, but can plant owners get in 
on the act?

A. Recent experiments by Austra-
lian biologist Monica Gagliano and 
colleagues challenge our animal-
centric view of intelligent behavior, 
as detailed in “Scientific Reports.” 
In one study, she looked at whether 
pea plants could develop the classic 
conditioned response of dog-sali-
vates-when-bell-rings. 

Each plant was housed in a 
Y-shaped container, forcing it to 
choose one of two directions to 
grow. Using timer-controlled fans 
and lights, she trained one group of 
plants to expect light to come from 
the same direction as an earlier 
breeze, and a second group to 
expect light to come from the oppo-
site direction. 

Later, with only the breeze pres-
ent, the plants grew in the direc-
tion for which they’d been trained, 
providing the first unequivocal 
demonstration of associative learn-
ing in plants.

From previous studies, it was 
known that plants can form stable 
memories and learn to ignore recur-
rent but unimportant stimuli in their 
environment. 

Says Gagliano, “Our results 
extend these findings by showing 
that plants are able to adapt quickly 
to changes in the environment and 
develop anticipatory behavior.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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  Open
Sundays 
5:00-9:00 

for the
Summer!

The Brazoria County Library 
System Foundation will be holding 
a book sale at the Angleton Library 
Aug. 24-26.  

The semi-annual sale features 
books, audiobooks, dvds and more 
– materials withdrawn from the 
collections of the twelve branches 
throughout the county, and items 
donated by the public.

Most items sell for $1 or less. 
Money from the sale is used 
to support the summer reading 
program and other exciting library 
projects. Cash and checks are 
accepted.

The sale begins Thursday, Aug. 
24, 5-8 p.m., and continues Friday 
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. It will be held at the Angleton 

Library, 401 E. Cedar Street.
Volunteers 16 years of age or 

older are also needed to help with 
the book sale and the set-up that 
takes place Thursday, from 8:30 
a.m. until noon.

For more information call Library 
Administration at (979) 864-1505. 
To volunteer, call Mary Myers at 
(979) 297-5898.

Brazoria County Library System plans book sale at Angleton branch

Pearland Library to close temporarily for expansion, renovation
The Pearland Tom Reid Library 

will be closing for renovation at 6 
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 12. Starting 
Aug. 14, patrons will be able to pick 
up holds and drop off books at the 
library’s temporary location near 
the tax office at 2341 Galveston 
Avenue, Pearland. 

The site will be staffed Monday-
Wednesday 10-7; Thursday-Friday 
9-6; and Saturday 10-6, and will 
include a small browsing collection. 

There is also an external book drop 
available at the site.

All library programming will 
resume in September at the 
Pearland Recreation Center and 
Natatorium, 4141 Bailey Road. 

“We are excited to partner with 
the Pearland Recreation team 
during the closure to bring a holistic 
approach to health, both mind and 
body”, says Library Director Lori 
Purvis. “It’s a beautiful facility where 

we hope to cross-train the patrons 
to enjoy both recreation and library 
services.”

For detailed programming infor-
mation, visit the Pearland Branch 
link at bcls.lib.tx.us.

The library is expected to reopen 
early in 2018 with enhanced pro-
gramming space, additional study 
spaces, a new and popular opening 
day collection, and a creative/tech 
makerspace.

Services, staff, programs will remain available at alternate locations
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If possible, plan hikes early in the 
morning or evening when the sun 
isn’t the strongest.

 Park rangers say starting hikes 
earlier when the temperature is 
milder will help you gain more dis-
tance before the heat peaks in the 
middle of the day.

Make sure to take breaks when 
necessary and know your limit.

 Stop and rest under some shade 
and recuperate when necessary 
before continuing on the trail.

Before heading to a park, wear 
proper clothing. 

If going for a hike, wear light-col-
ored, lightweight and loose-fitting 
clothing.

The light colors will reflect the 
sun’s rays rather than absorb them 
like dark colors can, and clothing 
that is lightweight and loose-fitting 
helps regulate body temperature.

Bring a hat for face and neck 
protection from the sun. 

A bandana can also be dunked 
in water and worn around the neck 
to keep you cool while the water 
evaporates.

Lastly, don’t forget to check the 
weather beforehand so you will be 
prepared for any conditions you may 
face on the trail.

If you begin to experience a heat 
related emergency, call the park 
headquarters or 911.

(Continued from Page 1)
Take precautions during hot weather

New law: Bowie knives, swords and daggers will again be street legal in Texas in September
By Anna M. Tinsley
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

FORT WORTH, Texas — Bowie 
knives, swords, spears, daggers and 
machetes, all of which have been 
illegal to carry in Texas for years, 
will be back on the streets beginning 
Sept. 1.

Any knife sporting a blade longer 
than 5 1/2 inches will now be 
legal to carry in the state — a few 
restricted areas remain — under a 
plan approved by Texas lawmakers 
and signed into law by Republican 
Gov. Greg Abbott.

“This bill simplifies the complexity 
in our current knife laws, which can 

be confusing for Texans,” state Rep. 
John Frullo, a Lubbock Republican 
who sponsored House Bill 1935, 
has said.

There’s already a lot of buzz 
about the new law.

“People are talking about it a lot,” 
said Matt Salazar, store manager at 
House of Blades in Fort Worth. “Our 
customers are knife gurus. They tell 
us this stuff before we even know 
about it.”

All that talk about knives hasn’t 
translated into growing sales — yet.

“But there’s definitely an increase 
in interest,” Salazar said.

Though legal in public, the knives 

are still off-limits in some areas, 
such as schools, churches, jails, 
polling places and many bars. 
Anyone who carries them into 
restricted areas will face a Class C 
misdemeanor, which comes with a 
fine of as much as $500.

Knife aficionados cheer the new 
law, but already are talking about 
heading back to the Texas Legisla-
ture in 2019 to see what lawmakers 
can do about removing the remain-
ing restrictions.

“We won’t stop until Texas is as 
free as everyone thinks Texas is,” 
according to a statement from the 
Knife Rights advocacy group.

Texas lawmakers have whittled 
down various knife laws through the 
years.

Many point to 2013 as the year 
the switchblade ban was repealed, 
letting Texans publicly carry knives 
with blades that fold, retract, or 
close and open automatically.

And in 2015, HB905 made knife 

laws uniform across the state, stop-
ping communities from approving or 
enforcing ordinances stricter than 
state laws.

This year’s law repeals the state’s 
1871 ban on Bowie knives and 
removes other long knives from the 
prohibited weapons list in the state’s 
penal code.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Changing your life could open the door 
to reconnecting with your children

My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I admit I was a lousy father, 
and after I dumped my wife, I 
lost all contact with my kids. 
Now, 30 years later, for some 
reason, I really want to recon-
nect with them, but they’ve 
made it clear they don’t want to 
see me. Should I keep trying, or 
just forget it?  - C.K. 

A: What you did 30 years ago 
was not only wrong, but also very 
destructive, both to you and your 
family. Perhaps your letter will 
cause someone facing a similar 
situation to stop and reconsider 
what they’re about to do. 

Can you change your children’s 
attitude? Only time will tell, but it 
may not be possible. However, 
I would encourage you to do 
whatever you can to let them 
know you care about them, even 
if it’s no more than a card on their 

birthdays or an occasional letter. 
What you did 30 years ago by 
making it clear you wanted nothing 
to do with them deeply hurt them, 
and frankly, their reaction isn’t 
surprising.

But there is one thing you can 
change, with God’s help, and that 
is your own attitude. So far in life, 
you’ve lived only for yourself; I 
hope you’re finally realizing this. 
Now, I urge you to turn to Christ 
and give your life to Him.

Why do you need Christ? First 
of all, you need His forgiveness. 
But you also need Him to change 
you and make you into the person 
He wants you to be. He’ll take 
away the sin and selfishness that 
have dominated your life so far, 
and replace them with His love and 
peace. The best way to change 
your children’s attitude toward you 
is to change your life - with Christ’s 
help.

Tribune Media Services 

August 12
August 26
9am - 3pm

How to make sure your vehicle is dependable on that long summer road trip
By Patrick Clarke
TravelPulse (TNS)

Nearly 75 percent of Americans 
plan to take a road trip at some 
point this year, with many of those 
travelers hitting the road in summer.

No matter the destination or the 
route you take to get there, a suc-
cessful trip is contingent on having a 
dependable vehicle. With some help 
from a leading auto expert, we’ve 
listed a few things to check.

PROPER TIRE INFLATION
Consider investing in a tire pres-

sure gauge if you don’t have one. 
They only cost a few dollars and will 
give you an accurate reading of your 
tire pressure. Make sure your tires 
are inflated to the recommended 
pressure and not the maximum 
pressure.

“Many people mistakenly think 
that the correct inflation pressure is 
located on the tire’s sidewall. What’s 
listed on the sidewall is the maxi-
mum inflation pressure for the tire. 
Check for your tires’ recommended 
pressure on the driver’s side door 

jamb or in your owner’s manual,” 
Jamie Bullis, lead technician at 
Minnetonka, Minn.-based Firestone 
Complete Auto Care, told Travel-
Pulse. Keep in mind tire pressure 
will change as you drive because of 
shifts in temperature.

CHECK YOUR FLUIDS
Although a full tank of gas will be 

first on your priority list, it’s impor-
tant to pay attention to other fluids, 
especially oil and transmission fluid. 

“Regularly scheduled oil changes 
will help keep your engine clean and 
avoid the potentially engine-damag-
ing effects contaminated oil can 
inflict,” added Bullis.

“By keeping up with your vehicle’s 
recommended transmission fluid 
change schedule, you can keep 

your transmission in good working 
order and decrease the likelihood of 
costly transmission repairs down the 
road. In many cases, a transmission 
fluid exchange is due every 30,000 
miles or two years,” said the former 
Bridgestone Retail Operations/ASE 
Master Technician of the Year.  
Don’t forget coolant, which prevents 
boiling, freezing and corrosion. 
Bullis points out that coolant is basi-
cally “a warm blanket in the winter 
and a misting fan in the summer.”

REMEMBER TRIP
TRIP is an acronym for Tail lights 

and turn signals, Roadside emer-
gency kit, Inflation pressure and 
Penny test. Before you leave home, 
make sure all lights and signals are 
in working order. That’s as simple as 

turning them off and on while one of 
your passengers watches outside.

A roadside emergency kit can 
also come in handy during a break-
down. Include a blanket, a flashlight, 
flares, long jumper cables and a 
tow rope. Extra snacks, water and 
clothes won’t hurt either.

Once your tires are properly 
inflated, use the penny test to 
ensure they have enough tread. 
Place the upside down penny in the 
tread and look to see if any part of 
Lincoln’s head is covered. If so, you 
should be ready to ride. If not, it’s 
probably time for some new tires.

“To maximize tire tread life, rotate 
and balance your tires every 5,000 
to 7,000 miles by taking your car to 
a trusted tire dealer or auto service. 
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How to start improving your personal finances this summer
By Jill Schlesinger
Tribune Content Agency

The heart of summer has begun. 
For some, it is the time to disengage 
from real life issues, like personal 
finance. For me, it’s time for my 
annual “KISS” for your money! What 
is KISS? “Keep It Simple, Stupid.” 
And it’s the perfect mantra for this 
time of year. 

Here are five tasks that are easy 
to complete before you shut down.

1. Manage due dates/Establish 
auto pay on available accounts. 
The National Foundation for Credit 
Counseling has found that about 1 
in 5 adults do not pay all of their bills 
on time. 

While some are in fact struggling, 
for the vast majority the problem 
could be a case of bad timing. The 
good news is that most credit card 
issuers, cellphone carriers and utility 
companies allow you to change due 
dates to times of the month that 
sync up with when you receive your 
pay. 

You should also establish auto-
matic payments, even if it’s for a 
small amount, so your most impor-
tant expenses get paid and you can 
avoid, or at least minimize, penalties 
and fees. Remember, some bills 
are more important than others. 
While not paying a credit card bill or 
student loan on time could ding your 
credit score, failing to pay rent can 

get you evicted.
2. Consolidate accounts. Do you 

have a couple of bank accounts 
floating around? By combining 
them, the resulting higher balance 
may help you avoid fees and even 
help you get better deals; not to 
mention, it will help streamline your 
financial life. 

The same rule applies to 
orphaned, old retirement or invest-
ment accounts that are looking for 
a home. Combining accounts also 
makes it easier to monitor your 
entire portfolio and ensure that your 
money is properly diversified. Once 
you create an asset allocation plan, 
set it and forget it! 

Choose auto-rebalancing so you 
don’t have to worry whether market 
gyrations are changing the alloca-
tion and subjecting you to more risk 
than you are comfortable assuming.

3. Boost retirement contributions. 
The first half of the year is over, and 
if you are lucky, or perhaps frugal, 
you may find yourself with a little 
extra cash on hand. If so, let’s make 
a deal: Go ahead and allow yourself 
to spend some of the surplus on a 
summer indulgence; use the rest to 
increase your retirement contribu-
tions. 

This year, you can sock away 
$18,000 in most employer-spon-
sored plans ($24,000 if you’re over 
the age of 50) and $5,500 into a 

Traditional or Roth IRA ($6,500 if 
you are over 50).

4. Review auto and property 
insurance. If you have an old car 
worth less than $5,000, eliminate 
collision and comprehensive cover-
age, and increase deductibles. 

You may be able to earn dis-
counts by purchasing car, hom-
eowners and umbrella liability 
insurance coverage from one com-
pany. Next, with home prices rising, 
check to see if you have at least 
20 percent equity in your home. If 
so, you may be able to drop your 
Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI).

5. Become familiar with the terms 
of your homeowners or rental insur-
ance policies. I hear your groans, 
but the time to figure out what is in 
your policy is not in the aftermath of 
a severe event, but before it occurs. 

As a reminder, most standard 
homeowners policies cover struc-
tural and water damage only in 
limited circumstances, like when a 
falling tree knocks a hole in a roof 
or breaks a window, allowing rain to 
fall inside. 

Most policies do not cover dam-
ages that result from rising water, 
unless the homeowner lives in a 
designated flood zone and has 
purchased insurance through the 
federal government’s National Flood 
Insurance Program.
       (c) 2017 JILL SCHLESINGER

Third Coast Aviation LLC (‘TCA‘), in partnership with Brazosport Col-
lege, is proud to announce an upcoming Ground Course class offering in its 
“Come Learn to Fly with Us…” series.  

The Ground Course is a 20-hour course that prepares students for 
required U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (‘FAA‘) written tests, as well 
as preparing students for either the Light Sport Aircraft (‘LSA’) course of 25 
hours in the air and Private Pilot License (‘PPL‘) course of 30 hours in the air.

It is recommend that interested individuals attend the upcoming informa-
tion sessions on Aug. 1 at 6 p.m., or Aug. 17 at 6 p.m. at the Brazosport 
College’s Continuing Education Center,  500 College Drive, Lake Jackson. 
To RSVP call (979) 230-3600 or visit brazosport.edu/ce.

TCA, college offering flight school class

25th James Bond movie plans announced
By Nardine Saad
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

James Bond will officially make 
his sleek return to the big screen 
in 2019.

Bond 25, the as-yet untitled 25th 
film in the long-running 007 fran-
chise, will debut in the U.S. on Nov. 
8, 2019, EON Productions and 
MGM said in a joint statement.

The U.S. release follows the 
traditionally earlier release of the 
film in the U.K. and abroad.

Neal Purvis and Robert Wade, 
who penned scripts for “Casino 
Royale,” “Quantum of Solace,” 
“Skyfall” and “Spectre,” return as 
writers for the upcoming project, 
which will be produced by EON’s 
Michael G. Wilson and Barbara 
Broccoli.

The studios remained mum 

about Daniel Craig’s involvement 
in the wake of reports that the 
“Spectre” star would indeed reprise 
his role as the British secret agent. 
Craig infamously said that he 
would “rather slash (his) wrists” 
than return to the part; however, 
the U.K.’s Mirror reported earlier 
this month that Craig decided to 
stay on for Bond 25 after hearing 
of the wealth of British talent eyed 
to replace him.

This would be the actor’s fifth 
Bond flick since the 2006 install-
ment, “Casino Royale.” He’s the 
sixth actor to play Ian Fleming’s 
spy since the first Bond film, “Dr. 
No,” debuted in 1962.

The studios said that details on 
distribution and the film’s cast and 
director will be announced at a 
later date.
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Can you become allergic to the sun?
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Mayo Clinic dermatologist Dr. Dawn Davis says the sun can cause a 
variety of reactions when it comes in contact with your skin. Some skin con-
ditions prompted by sun exposure are rare; yet, others happen frequently, 
especially in summer.

This time of year, many of us head outside to enjoy the sunshine. Now, we 
all know it’s important to wear sunscreen to prevent sunburn, which is linked 
to skin cancer. But Davis says there are other issues that can happen from 
being in the sun that you might not know about.

“The sun is an immune system stimulant,” she says. “It is technically toxic 
to the skin and irritates the skin.”

It can trigger what’s called polymorphic light eruption, which can cause a 
nasty rash. It’s like an allergic reaction. Also, sun can interact with stuff on 
your skin, such as perfume or spilled citrus juice, and cause what looks like a 
burn or sting.

“Phytophoto dermatitis, which is a chemical toxic reaction to the skin, 
which gives your skin a chemical burn,” she says.

Ouch. So, be careful, because the sun can cause more trouble than just 
sunburn.

Davis says in addition to polymorphic light eruption and phytophoto der-
matitis, the following two other conditions may occur as a result of exposure 
to the sun: solar urticaria, which is a rare condition that causes you to be 
allergic to ultraviolet light, and most common for adults with lifelong high 
ultraviolet (UV) exposure, such as airline pilots or professional mountain 
climbers, and porphyria, which is a blood condition that is exacerbated by UV 
light, and often under diagnosed or misdiagnosed.

Some precautions seniors can take on hot summer days
By Tammy Smith
The Sun Herald (TNS)

“Is it hot enough for you?”
That comment might deserve 

an eye roll, but you might 
consider tweaking it to, “Is it too 
hot for you today?” With daytime 
temperatures in the 90s during 
mid- to late summer and the heat 
index even higher on many days, 
hot days can indeed be too hot.

Heat can make everyone 
uncomfortable, but for older 
adults, that discomfort can also 
mean danger. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, older adults are 
more prone to heat stress for at 
least three reasons. One, as we 
age, we don’t adjust as well as 

usually do; don’t worry about the 
bathroom consequences. And 
don’t wait until you’re thirsty; just 
make sure you stay hydrated. 
If your doctor doesn’t want you 
drinking past a certain limit on 
water, or you’re taking water 
pills, check with your doctor on 
how much water you should 
drink during hot weather.

— Avoid using the oven or 
stove-top if you can. Instead, opt 
for refrigerated salads or other 
cold foods, or foods you can 
microwave. Similarly, avoid using 
your dryer in the heat of the day.

— Limit activity on hot days. If 
you must get outdoor exercise, 
go for a short walk early in the 
morning.

young people to sudden changes 
in temperature. Seniors also are 
more likely to take prescription 
medicines that affect the body’s 
ability to control sweat or the 
body’s temperature. And seniors 
are more likely to have a chronic 
medical condition that affects body 
response to heat.
HOW TO STAY COOL WHEN IT’S 

HOT OUT THERE
— First of all, make sure you 

have access to air conditioning. 
Don’t rely on a fan to do the job. 
“If your home doesn’t have air 
conditioning, contact your local 
health department or locate an air-
conditioned shelter in your area,” 
the CDC advises.

— Drink more water than you 

Do you use your cellphone in the bathroom?
By Craig Hill
The News Tribune (Tacoma, Wash.) (TNS)

Here’s a habit you might want to 
flush: taking your smart devices to 
the bathroom.

In 2015, Verizon posted a survey 
of its customers that revealed 90 
percent used their phone in the 
bathroom.

There are several reasons to 
leave your phone or tablet when 
you’re bathing, grooming or taking 
care of business, according to a 
recent USA Today article by Brett 
Molina. 

Not the least of these is that your 
smartphone likely carries more 
germs than your toilet. The article 
cited a 2011 study from the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine in which one in every six 
phones contained fecal matter.

“You’ve got to think of your mobile 
devices as an extension of yourself,” 
Jason Tetro, a scientist and author 
of “The Germ Files,” told USA 

Today. “Anything your cell phone 
touches, imagine that’s your hands.” 
He told the newspaper the best way 
to clean phones is with wipes made 
for electronics.

Germs are just one reason bath-
rooms and smart devices aren’t a 
good pairing.

You are one clumsy move away 
from having your device destroyed 
by a sink, bathtub or toilet. Even if 
your phone is water resistant, the 
paper asks, “do you really want to 
reach into the toilet for your phone?”

The habit is potentially danger-
ous. People have died using their 
charging devices in the bathroom. 
Earlier this year a 14-year-old girl 
from Lubbock, died after she was 
said to be electrocuted while using 
her plugged-in phone in the bath.

Installing ground fault circuit inter-
rupters in bathrooms and kitchens 
is recommended by the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to 
prevent severe shocks.

Did you know about cellphones?
• Mobile phones have 18 times more bacteria than toilet handles. 
• In Japan, 90% of mobile phones are waterproof because youngsters use 

them even in the shower. 
• The first mobile phone call was made in 1973 by Martin Cooper, a former 

Motorola inventor.
• Your mobile phone has more computing power than the computers used 

for the Apollo 11 moon landing.
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How to survive a European road trip
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  Horror stories about driving in 
Europe abound. They’re fun to tell, 
but driving is really only a problem 
for those who make it one. If you 
know what to expect, your drive can 
be a highlight rather than harrowing. 
Here are a few tips to know before 
you get behind the wheel.

  RESEARCH YOUR RENTAL
Most European rental cars use 

stick shift (standard transmission), 
so be sure to ask for an automatic if 
you’re not used to changing gears, 
especially if you’ll be driving on 
narrow, winding roads. Be aware, 
though, that you’ll pay about 50 
percent more for an automatic 
transmission. It’s usually cheaper 
to arrange rentals from the U.S. 
Shop around and 
always check 
the fine print for 
add-on charges. 
Remember that it might make sense 
to pick up and return your car in 
different cities so you don’t have to 
backtrack.

  GET TO KNOW YOUR CAR
 Once you pick up your car, test 

the wipers, headlights, and gear-
shift, and make sure you know what 
type of fuel the car takes (diesel vs. 
unleaded), and how to release the 
gas cap. 

  BE PUMP SAVVY
Learn the local term for your fuel: 

diesel or unleaded. At gas stations, 
prices are by the liter (about a quart, 
four to a gallon); regular gas is 
marked “95” while super or premium 
gasoline is usually designated “97” 
or “98.” In some countries, there’s 
no difference between the nozzles 
for diesel and gasoline - check 
signs before you fill ‘er up.

  LEARN THE RULES
OF THE ROAD

Ask your rental company, or 
check the U.S. State Department 
website (www.travel.state.gov, 
search for your country in the 
“Learn about your destination” box, 
then click “Travel and Transporta-
tion”). In many places, speed is 
monitored by cameras that click 
photos, and send speeders tickets 
by mail - one last, pricey souvenir 
from your trip.

  PLOT YOUR ROUTE
Study roads and major inter-

changes and decide whether to 

take the faster autobahn/strada/
route/cesta or a slower scenic 
route. If you’re headed for a small 
or midsize town, know which big 
city is nearby (and most likely to be 
signposted) to keep you headed in 
the right direction. Even if you’ll be 
using GPS or a mapping app, keep 
a paper map handy and pay atten-
tion to road signs. 

  PREPARE FOR TOLLS
It’s free to drive on some 

expressways, such as Germany’s 
famous autobahn. But many roads 
have tolls; some countries, such as 
Portugal, use automatic, cashless 
toll systems - but there is often a 
toll-booth option to pay with cash 
or a credit card. Some countries’ 
toll roads require a permit sticker 
(called a “vignette”) displayed on 

windshields. Your 
rental car may 
already have 
one; if not, you 

can buy one at border crossings, 
gas stations, and post offices. If 
you don’t have a sticker, you’ll soon 
meet your first local ... in uniform. 
Fines start at around $150.

  PLAN FOR PARKING
If you’re staying at a hotel, ask 

about parking. In many cities, it’s 
best to park your car on the out-
skirts and use public transportation 
or taxis; some cities even have free 
shuttles from parking areas into the 
city center. Even better, return your 
rental car. Cities across Europe 
have taken measures to discourage 
urban driving. For example, to drive 
anywhere in downtown London or 
Stockholm, you’ll pay a “congestion 
charge.” 

  If you do drive into town, learn 
what the pavement markings mean 
(different curb colors can mean free 
parking-or no parking). Look for 
signs, or ask a local. Don’t assume 
that an absence of meters means 
you can leave your car there: You 
may need to get a timed ticket from 
a nearby pay-and-display machine, 
or display a parking-clock disc that 
allows you to use free, time-limited 
spots.

  GO WITH THE FLOW
Driving in Europe tends to be 

more aggressive than in the U.S., 
but each country has its quirks. 
For example, in Germany if you 
drive less than 100 mph in the fast 
lane, you’ve got people climbing up 

your tailpipe. On the other hand, 
because Germans are almost noto-
riously good at obeying the rules, if 
there’s a 100-mph speed-limit sign 
and they’re driving 180 mph, they’ll 
slam on the brakes. Rural areas 
have plenty of other hazards, like 
high hedges blocking the view on 

narrow lanes, and the occasional 
sheep crossing that forces you to 
wait and enjoy the scenery. Think of 
it as enjoying the local culture. 

  You may curse the confusing 
signs, narrow roads, and macho 
habits, but it’s all part of the experi-
ence. Driving at home is mundane; 

driving in Europe is memorable.
  (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.)
          (c)2017 RICK STEVES

Rick Steve’s Europe
Scotland’s sparsely populated Isle of Skye is easiest to explore with a set of wheels that allow you to enjoy the 
scenery at your own pace. (Cameron Hewitt, Rick Steves’ Europe)

Profile of an American road trip
Where we go, what we eat, what we spend, as found by survey
By Chris Erskine
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Nearly 75 percent of Americans 
will take a road trip this year, 
and California is considered the 
preferred destination. Alaska and 
Florida finished second and third, 
respectively.

Those are among the findings 
of the 2017 Road Trip Survey of 
more than 1,300 U.S. drivers. For 
the purposes of the study, a road 
trip was considered to be any 
vehicle-based vacation of at least 
200 miles.

Other takeaways from the 
study:

WHERE WE GO
25 percent indicated that visit-

ing a national park was on their 
itinerary

20 percent said they would be 
doing some sort of cross-country 

trip
WHAT WE LIKE TO EAT
39 percent prefer eating the food 

for which the local area is known
29 percent prefer fast food
11 percent prefer diner food
31 percent consider chips to be 

their favorite road trip snack
15 percent said beef jerky is their 

go-to snack food
WHAT MAKES THE TRIP 

COMFORTABLE
45 percent of respondents 

indicated an SUV is the preferred 
vehicle for trips (only 3.8 percent 
cited a sports car for such a trip)

51 percent said ample leg room 
was the most-important vehicle 
feature on a trip

45 percent said the sound system 
was critical

OUR PREFERRED TRAVEL-
ING COMPANIONS

58 percent are willing to spend 
more than 20 hours with their 
significant other in a car

19 percent are willing to spend 
only up to six hours in the car with 
their significant other

4 percent indicated they would 
most want to go on a road trip with 
either of their parents

6 percent said they preferred to 
go on a road trip alone than with 
a sibling

WHAT WE SPEND
49 percent consider hotels their 

largest expense on long trips
17 percent spent more than 

$1,000 on their trips
48 percent were planning to pay 

for everything by credit card
Methodology: The survey, spon-

sored by the GM BuyPower Card, 
surveyed 1,314 licensed drivers 
25-55 years old.
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Please let Bulletin advertisers know that you saw 
their ads in the paper, and always shop locally 

when possible.

ACC gets grant to install  kickboxing course equipment
For those who want to get a 

leg up on their personal fitness, 
Alvin Community College will soon 
provide boxing bags for students 
in kickboxing courses or mixed 
martial arts clubs.

The bags will be purchased 
through a $1,090 grant from the 
ACC Foundation Innovative Initia-
tive Grant program.

“Boxing/kickboxing is an excel-
lent way to improve the cardiovas-
cular system, strengthen muscles 
and bones, facilitate balance, 
speed and agility, and provide a 
means of stress relief for faculty, 
staff and students, as well as com-
munity members,” Allied Health 
Director Dr. Stacy Ebert said. “The 
boxing bags add yet another level 
of diversity to the various exercise 
activities offered at the fitness 
center.”

The Innovative Initiative Grants 
were awarded to 11 projects this 
spring. They are designed to 
encourage, facilitate, recognize 
and reward innovative and creative 
approaches to fulfill the mission of 
the college. The grants will be used 

for the 2016-17 academic year.
The Fitness Center’s grant will 

purchase an array of equipment, 
including a heavy bag, speed bag, 
a bag platform and more.

ACC has kickboxing courses 
for faculty and staff members. The 
courses could be enhanced with 
the addition of the boxing bags, 
Ebert said.

While the kickboxing training is 
an excellent workout, it also has 
the additional benefit of developing 
personal defense skills.

“The bags would aid in provid-
ing a higher quality of self-defense 
training,” Ebert said.

The college currently has a 
mixed martial arts club for students 
who will also benefit from the 
equipment.

The equipment will be available 
in the ACC Fitness Center. The 
center is open to the public and 
has memberships for a nominal 
cost. The facilities include a weight 
room, a gym, racquet ball courts 
and tennis courts.

Did you know about kickboxing?
• Often, there is a brief segment specifically for core exercises like 

crunches and planking. Typical cardio kickboxing classes run from 30 min-
utes to one hour, depending on the gym or studio. Despite the name, cardio 
kickboxing is a noncontact workout. All punches and kicks are thrown into 
the air or onto pads.

• The origins of Full Contact Kickboxing can be found in Thailand in the 
2,000 year old discipline of Muay Thai fighting. Thai boxing was devised, ini-
tially, for self-defense. It only developed into a sport when unarmed combat 
in warfare became less and less effective.

• A 125-lb. person burns an average of 600 calories in an hour of kickbox-
ing, according to Harvard Health Publications. In the same amount of time, 
someone who weighs 155 lbs. can burn 744 calories kickboxing, and a 185-
lb. person burns 888 calories.
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Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education

 Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in 
Career and Technical Education Programs

Danbury ISD offers Career and Technical Education programs in Ag-
riculture Science, Business, Marketing, Anatomy and Physiology, and 
Information Technology.   Admission to these programs is based on age 
appropriateness, prerequisites, student requests, and space available.

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex  or handicap in its vocational programs, services 
or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972;  and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices 
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended.

Danbury ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language 
skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational 
and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the 
Title IX Coordinator, Sherry Phillips, at P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX 77534, 
(979) 922-1218, ext 1006 and/or  the Section 504 Coordinator, Sherry Phil-
lips, at P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX 77534, (979) 922-1218. Ext 1006.

Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education 

Notificación Publica de No Discriminación en 
Programas Vocacionales

(Career and Technical Education Programs)
El distrito independiente de Danbury ofrece programas vocacionales en 
la ciencia agricola, negocios, mercadotecnia, anatomía y fisiología, y en 
informacion tecnológica. La admisión a estos programas se basada de 
acuerdo a su edad, requisitos previos, que el estudiante solicita, y en la 
disponibilidad de espacio en salon.

Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, 
origen nacional, sexo o  impedimento,  en sus programas, servicios o 
actividades vocacionales, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de 
Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas 
en la Educación, de 1972,  y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1973, según enmienda.

Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, 
origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de 
empleo, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles 
de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación, 
de 1972, la ley de Discriminación por Edad, de 1975, según enmienda, y la 
Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Danbury  ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta 
de habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y 
participación en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas, 
comuníquese con el Coordinador del Título IX, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. 
Box 378 Danbury, Texas 77534, (979) 922-1218 ext. 1006, y/o el Coordi-
nador de la Seccion 504, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. Box 378, Danbury, Texas 
77534, (979) 922-1218, ext 1006.

ting on Facebook when I get bored 
or looking out the window.

Many years ago when I was in 
college, the first thing I noticed get-
ting off the bus at the New Hamp-
shire stop was the smell of cool 
pine air filling my sinuses. I had a 
summer job there.

It was a great smell after sitting 
on a different smelling bus for hours. 
The pine smell was then taken for 
granted for the rest of the summer, 
but missed profusely when, after a 
couple of months it was once again 
replaced by the dirty city smell.

There was no pine smell in 
Kansas. The first thing I noticed was 
that daughter has a nice house, but 
it was surrounded by hot dry air. It 
was blowing against my face as I 

hurried in the house for hugs and 
greetings.

I’m not one to complain about 
heat. As I have written before, I 
don’t mind it as much as the bitter 
cold, but I was looking forward to 
sitting outside and catching up on 
things while enjoying temperatures 
below our usual Gulf Coast weather.

There were heat warnings for 
every day of my stay. I did not need 
a jacket or sweater while enjoying 
the KC Royals baseball game on 
what should have been a cool, if not 
chilly night.  A dome and air condi-
tioning would have been nice.

We went to Colorado in Septem-
ber several years ago and played in 
the snow on top of Pikes Peak. That 
was about all the snow I needed for 
a decade at least. It was 85 degrees 

at the foot of the mountain and 
snow at the top – the best of both 
worlds.

I was hoping for a repetition of 
this on a lesser level, like warm 
during the day and sweater weather 
in the evening.

Daughter had on a jacket as she 
left for work on one of the mornings, 
complaining that at work they keep 
the air conditioning at polar bear 
temperatures.

I should have taken one of my 
portable heaters that she could 
have stuck under her desk to keep 
warm.

Overall, I liked Kansas, except for 
the weather. It was just too darn hot. 
I was glad to return to a somewhat 
cooler, although more humid Texas 
Gulf Coast. Ironic, isn’t it?

(Continued from Page 1)

My hopes for cooler weather melted in sizzling Kansas

Brazoria County Friends of NRA 2017 event set for Aug. 26
The 14th Annual Brazoria County 

Friends of NRA Event will be 
Saturday, August 26, at The Lake 
Jackson Civic Center. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for 
games, raffles, live auction and fun.

 Individual tickets are only $40 
and a Reserved Table of 8 is $400. 
Every ticket is eligible for a fire-
arm drawing (must be present to 
win) and every table buyer will be 
entered into an exclusive draw-
ing for a diamondback DB15 .300 
Blackout. 

With 2017 marking the 25th 
Anniversary of Friends of NRA, it 
will feature some of the top firearms 

in the country and exclusive NRA 
merchandise, with over 75% of our 
Standard Package Made in the 
U.S.A. This year’s firearms include 
our 2017 Gun of the Year from 
Daniel Defense; the M4 Carbine 
V7 5.56mm x 45, Henry Repeating 
Arms Big Boy Silver .44 Mag 25th 
Anniversary Edition, Colt’s Competi-
tion 1911 in .45 ACP, the Kimber 
K6s .357 Mag and a custom Sig 
Sauer P329 Compact 9mm with 
patriotic NRA logo.

For our 25th Anniversary we have 
brought back some old favorites, 
including our most popular print 
Standing Guard. We also have 

exclusive knives including the very 
unique Silver Stag Freedom Knife 
commemorating 911 – each knife 
features a piece of steel from the 
World Trade Center. NRA exclu-
sive merchandise ranges from the 
Red, White & Blue signed Charlie 
Daniels fiddle to a custom belt 
buckle, Patriot Tribute statue knives, 
range bags and an NRA lighted 
clock. Whether it is the Mallard 
Decoy, Concealed Compartment 
Table Lamp or the 25th Anniversary 
Whiskey Barrel, made right here in 
Texas; there is something for every-
one at Friends of NRA.

In 2016 over 25 events were held 
in South Texas to help raise over 
$830,000 dollars to be used for local 
grants and NRA programs. Local 
organizations benefiting from grants 
include youth shooting programs, 
safety and training, Law Enforce-
ment and more. Additional informa-
tion about programs supported 
through the NRA Foundation can be 
found at http://programs.nra.org

Tickets are still available online 
at www.friendsofnra.org, or you 
can contact Sarah Lamb at (979) 
319-5950. 

The committee will also have 
tickets for our Regional Raffle 
– Gone in 60. We will be drawing for 
60 firearms at our Patriot Event on 
9/10/17. Raffle tickets are only $60 
and include 9 pre-drawing firearms 
for a total of 69 chances for $60, 
and you can win up to 10 times.
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may have your head in 
the clouds, daydreaming of what could be. Today’s New 
Moon could very easily mark the beginning of a month in 
which you are more determined to achieve your goals. 
Avoid extravagant spending.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Today’s New Moon 
could mark a new start in your pursuit of career objec-
tives. In the week ahead, you may sort through impres-
sions and insights gathered from numerous personal 
contacts. It is who you know that counts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You might be 
caught between a rock and a hard place in the week 
ahead. Be on your best behavior and give no one a 
reason to criticize your work or performance. You can’t 
spend money to make more money.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): It is best to keep 
your mouth shut when the fur is flying. Unsettling frictions 
could put you on your guard in the week ahead. A whis-
per of doubt might make you suspect that someone is not 
completely on the up and up.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The New Moon in 
your opposite sign might illuminate relationship issues. 
The ability to communicate clearly is at its best during the 
next few days. Present your ideas and clear up ongoing 
issues as the week goes by.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It isn’t necessary to 
compete on the job to command respect. In the week to 
come, you may gradually grow to understand that the 
people you work with or meet in a group setting are all 
squares connected in the same quilt.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

July 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1964, the American space probe 
Ranger 7 transmitted more than 
4,300 close-up pictures of the 
moon’s surface before crashing 
into it. In 1970, television news 
anchor Chet Huntley retired from 
NBC News, ending broadcast of 
“The Huntley-Brinkley Report” after 
almost 14 years.

Aug. 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1790, the first U.S. Census was 
completed, showing a population of 
nearly 4 million. In 1966, Charles 
Joseph Whitman shot and killed 15 
people at the University of Texas in 
Austin before he was gunned down 
by police.

Aug. 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1876, frontiersman James Butler 
“Wild Bill” Hickok was shot from 
behind and killed in a saloon in 
present-day South Dakota. In 1961, 
the Beatles got their first regular gig 
as the house band of Liverpool’s 
Cavern Club.

Aug. 3: ON THIS DATE in 
1492, Christopher Columbus set 
sail from Palos, Spain, on his first 
voyage to the present-day Ameri-
cas. In 1958, the nuclear-powered 
U.S. Navy submarine Nautilus 
became the first vessel to cross the 
North Pole under water.

Aug. 4: ON THIS DATE in 
1735, a jury acquitted John Peter 
Zenger of the New York Weekly 
Journal of seditious libel. In 1892, 
Andrew and Abby Borden were 
axed to death in their home in Fall 
River, Mass. Lizzie Borden, Andrew 
Borden’s daughter from a previous 
marriage, was tried but acquitted of 
the crime.

Aug. 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the U.S. federal government 
levied an income tax for the first 
time. In 1962, movie star Marilyn 
Monroe, 36, was found dead in her 
Los Angeles home. Her death was 
ruled a “probable suicide” from an 
overdose of sleeping pills.

Aug. 6: ON THIS DATE in 
1914, Austria-Hungary declared 
war on Russia, and Serbia declared 
war on Germany at the outset of 
World War I. In 1945, the United 
States dropped an atomic bomb 
on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 
A second bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki three days later, hasten-
ing the end of World War II in the 
Pacific. The best estimate of dead 
and injured in both cities is almost 
200,000 people.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1972, 
Sen. Thomas Eagleton withdrew as 
George McGovern’s vice-presiden-
tial running mate on the Democratic 
ticket after it was disclosed that he 
had undergone electroshock treat-
ments during psychiatric therapy in 
the 1960s.

This week’s question: What 
Major League Baseball player 
broke Hank Aaron’s career home-
run record in 2007?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Some undertaking
Astros players staged a mock 

funeral recently for the glove of 
40-year-old DH Carlos Beltran, 
who hadn’t played in the field in 
two months.

Such events are becoming 
a habit in Houston. The Astros 
buried the AL West about a 
month and half ago.

Mongo lives!
Nationals pitcher Edwin Jack-

son channeled his inner ogre of 
“Blazing Saddles” fame to explain 
how he’s playing for his 12th MLB 
team in his 15-year career — one 
team shy of tying Octavio Dotel’s 
record.

“Sometimes you’re just a 
pawn, man,” Jackson told Sports 
Illustrated. “I’ve been traded after 
bad years. I’ve been traded after 
a 14-win season. …

“The life of a chess piece. 
There you go. Because that’s 
what we are.”

Out of this world
Thursday, July 20, marked the 

48th anniversary of the first U.S. 
astronaut to land on the moon.

But why’d they have to come 
back with Dennis Rodman?

Escorted out
Ole Miss football coach Hugh 

Freeze resigned after he phoned 
an escort service, sparking an 
investigation that uncovered a 
“pattern of personal misconduct,” 
school officials said.

That just might stand as the 
worst call of the 2017 season.

Going, going, gone
Ex-pitcher Livan Hernandez 

has filed for bankruptcy, claiming 
he has less than $50,000 to show 
for the $53 million he earned in a 
17-year career.

Alert statisticians immediately 
credited him with a blown sav-
ings.

Gone again
Lions defensive end Armonty 

Bryant got handed a four-game 
ban for violating the NFL’s sub-
stance abuse policy — the third 
time he’s been suspended in less 
than a year.

Probably not the three-and-out 
his coaches had in mind.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The competitive spirit is 
cranked up in the week ahead, but that doesn’t mean 
you must be cranky. Remain objective and don’t let 
your emotions rule your head as the week progresses. 
Focus on using your creative flair.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put social outings and 
purchases on hold the first half of the week. You are 
always delighted to have someone else along for the 
ride, but might find that breaking the ice to make new 
friends is an uphill battle.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Polished manners and 
etiquette will conquer a lack of enthusiasm from others. 
An air of formality may permeate social activities this 
week, but you will shine in a crowd when you discuss 
new concepts and trendy ideas.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your heart is bigger 
than your wallet. As this New Moon unfolds a heart-
rending story may tug on your conscience, but it 
isn’t wise to be too generous. Don’t be cornered into 
making a financial commitment this week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The New Moon in your sign 
may motivate you to begin something new. You may 
feel more competitive than usual as this week unfolds. 
A partner may encourage you to lead the way, but 
others may resent your take charge attitude.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): When you are upfront 
about wants and needs, you can strike a suitable 
compromise. In the week to come, new horizons may 
appear that you can aim for with simple changes in the 
way you communicate with others.
Jumble Answers
 Jumbles: AGAIN  OMEGA  DISOWN  ENTOMB
Answer: When he realized that their golden retriever wasn’t in the backyard, he said -- “DOG-GONE-IT”
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• Caterpillars have around 4,000 

muscles — humans only have 
629.

• It’s easier to get into Harvard 
than it is to be a poop donor 
— only 4% of those who apply to 
be donors qualify.

• Since taking the throne in 
1952, Queen Elizabeth II has 
owned more than 30 corgis.

• Fifty-four percent of firstborns 

believe they are more responsible 
than their younger siblings, while 
46 percent of younger siblings 
claim they are funnier.

• Researchers found that power-
ful people draw inspiration from 
themselves rather than others, 
which is why they talk about them-
selves so much.

• Being a good leader is 30% 
genetic.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Discussion
5 Untidy situation
9 Zodiac transition points
14 “The Time Machine” people
15 Fairly large fair
16 Guitarist Eddie Van __
17 Reddish horse
18 Birthstone for many Libras
19 Stopped snoozing
20 Chicago bluesman nicknamed 

for the creek he played in as a child
23 “The Raven” poet
24 Tenth of ten in a race
25 Harvest machine
27 Filled with cargo
30 Wise guy sometimes “wearing” 
pants?
32 Magnate Onassis
33 Fancy wineglass
36 Pretty good
39 Little more than

41 Find another purpose for
42 Biker’s distance unit
43 Enjoys a buffet
44 Walked proudly
46 Mo. city on the Miss.
47 New Haven alumni
49 “The Boy Who Cried Wolf” 
storyteller
51 Daily food allowance
53 Bungee __
55 Bus station abbr.
56 Ill-gotten gains
62 Damp
64 Fifth of 13 popes
65 Use gentle persuasion on
66 Game show host
67 Soft French cheese
68 Work the copy desk
69 Bare
70 Agile
71 Family rooms

DOWN
1 School session
2 Matty of baseball
3 Washer capacity
4 Reader with Paperwhite and Fire 
models
5 Kitty cries
6 Political exile, for short
7 Tiny tiff
8 Shoe bottom
9 Beer drunk after a shot
10 Detroit labor gp.
11 Greeting from an affectionate 
dog
12 Black tea variety
13 Disdainful grin
21 Yin partner
22 Not family-friendly, moviewise
26 Molecule part
27 Flimsy, as an excuse
28 Wallpaper hanger’s calculation
29 Fast one
30 Fails to enunciate
31 “You’ve Made __ Very Happy”: 
1969 Blood, Sweat & Tears hit
34 Family name of three popes
35 __ noire
37 Range above tenor
38 Sharp cry
40 Actor Morales
45 British peer
48 Hit high in the air
50 Drew out, as latent talent
51 Japanese noodle dish
52 Dunkin’ Donuts emanation
53 “You’re preaching to the __!”
54 Yiddish “Egad!”
57 Barristers’ degs.
58 Maryland athlete, for short
59 Morse creation
60 Ball game delayer
61 Nos. requested by receptionists
63 “Get it?”
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
HORSE  CAMEL  HYENA  LEMUR  MOOSE  MOUSE  PANDA  OTTER
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