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(AUSTIN) — Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar reminds shoppers 
they can save money on certain 
items priced for less than $100 
during the state’s annual sales tax 
holiday. This year, the sales tax 
holiday is scheduled for Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 5-7.

The law exempts most clothing, 
footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks priced below $100 
from sales tax, saving shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they 
spend during the weekend.

“As families all over our state 
prepare to send their children 
back to school, we hope folks 
take advantage of this opportunity 
to get the supplies they need and 
save some money in the pro-
cess,” Hegar said. “As the father 
of three young children, I know 
how these expenses can add up. 
This event provides Texas fami-
lies with some relief from state 
and local sales taxes.”

Lists of apparel and school 
supplies that may be pur-
chased tax-free can be found 
on the Comptroller’s website at 
TexasTaxHoliday.org.

This year, shoppers will save 
an estimated $92 million in state 
and local sales taxes during the 
sales tax holiday.

The tax holiday weekend has 
been an annual event since 1999.

Texas sales tax 
holiday Aug. 5-7

After Pokemon, where does Nintendo go?

By Troy Wolverton
The Mercury News (TNS)

If you’re like millions of other 
Americans, you’ve spent much 
of your last week or so playing 
Pokemon Go.

But will it lead you to buy other 
Nintendo games or its next game 
console that will hit store shelves 
next year?

That’s the multibillion-dollar 
question facing the venerable video 

game vendor after the runaway 
success of the augmented reality 
game that it helped conceive 
and which was developed by a 
company it partly owns. Down 

(Continued on Page 6)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I took some time off to visit 
Austin recently, and took along my 
best driving buddy, Google Maps.

I used to really hate driving 
in this city, which has to have 
some of the craziest drivers in the 

country. Now 
I “really” don’t 
hate driv-
ing in Austin 
anymore. I just 
hate it. The 
“really” part is 
gone.

I didn’t 
come here to 

sit in traffic all day, so I let Google 
Maps do its magic. Whatever that 
friendly voice says, I shall follow. 
“Don’t second-guess the Google 
lady,” I told my wife. “She knows 
what she is doing.”

But, I was beginning to have 
doubts about her when she 
ordered me to abandon Highway 
35 (the devil’s highway) and 
turn off to some country roads. It 
looked like we were heading into 
Boonieland rather than toward the 
nice RV spot I was renting.

“Did you enter the right destina-
tion,” asked my wife.

Yes, I did. I am very care-
ful about that. Plus, after a few 
touches of the virtual keyboard, 
Google usually guesses the 
destination, corrects the spelling, 
and starts to tell me where to turn 
and when.

It is really hard to mess up. The 
Google lady is thorough. She tells 
me multiple times to turn, and 
there is no way that at least one 
of those times I would not listen. It 
really is idiot-proof.

But we were supposed to be 

MSR event to benefit county library system, literacy
The upcoming “Race 4 Char-

ity” on Saturday, Aug. 6, at MSR 
Houston will be raising awareness 
and funds for the Brazoria County 
Library System Foundation and the 
Adult Reading Center. 

MSR Houston Charities host the 
annual event, and its charity races 
directly support local community 
charities in Brazoria and Harris 
counties that don’t receive national 
funding.

All entry fees are $150 plus 
a donation to the Adult Reading 
Center of the following requested 
items: Office supply store gift cards 
(Office Depot, Walmart, Target), 

(Continued on Page 9)
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RED TOP, BRAZORIA: Now 
hiring cook and cashiers. Must be 
punctual and have reliable transpor-
tation. Apply in person ar Red Top 
Restaurant, Hwy. 36, Brazoria.

SO IT LOOKS LIKE WE WON’T GET BACK TOGETHER: A 
woman set fire to her boyfriend’s brand new car, because, she said, he 
cheated on her. When he came out of his home in Germantown, Md., 
to take out the trash, he saw her standing near his new Chevy Malibu, 
which was engulfed in flames. The woman, 18, said she got the idea 
from a music video, and “I hope he never forgets it.” She could get up to 
28 years in jail for arson.

YOU CALL THAT EVIDENCE? A man was arrested for drug 
dealing in Clover, S.C., after he posted an ad on Craigslist featuring his 
phone number and picture and the words “I sell weed.”

LADIES, PLEASE, ACT PROFESSIONALLY: During a three-
day conference in Manchester, England, on the profile and perception of 
female officers on the police force, an assistant chief constable got into a 
“loud disagreement: with her superintendent over which of them had the 
“best boobs.”

EVERYTHING’S COMING UP ROSES: A drunken student at the 
University of Rochester found that he had no ride back to campus at 2:
20 in the morning, after the bars had closed. So he stole an ambulance. 
However, he made it only about a quarter of a mile before he crashed 
into a flower bed.

 PERHAPS YOU’RE NOT AS ‘TALENTED?’: After getting 
arrested for shoplifting merchandise from a jeweler at the Vero Beach 
mall in Florida, an angry young woman told police, “Everyone steals from 
this store. Why are you picking on me?”

IT’S A MIRACLE! I CAN SEE! A man filed a $1.3 million disability 
claim stating that he was blinded in a workplace accident at a New York 
cement company and he couldn’t drive, cook for himself, exercise at the 
gym, move around his house or even shave without help. Then investiga-
tors filmed him standing outside reading and also driving a car.

AND NO, WE DON’T WANT THE STEAKS BACK: A 300-pound 
man tried to steal $44 worth of steaks from a market in Leesburg, Fla., by 
stuffing them down his pants and making a run for it. He was caught in a 
nearby parking lot “sweaty, dirty and out of breath.”

OOPS! A man got drunk and then went knocking on doors in Corry, 
Pa., and exposing himself to whoever answered. This ended when he 
tried it at the police chief’s house.

MAYBE YOUR ‘FRIENDS’ WILL SUPPORT YOU: After getting 
married in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, the new bride spent her wedding night 
texting her friends from the hotel room instead of paying any attention 
to her new husband. In frustration, he finally asked her who was more 
important: him or her friends. She said her friends. He immediately filed 
for divorce.

Willie Nelson’s album salute to friend and mentor Ray Price is due for release on Sept. 16
By Randy Lewis
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Willie Nelson will pay homage to 
fellow Texas country music giant 
Ray Price in a new album, “For the 
Good Times: A Tribute to Ray Price,” 
which is set for release Sept. 16.

Price, who died at 87 in 2013, 
helped change the sound of country 
music in the 1950s with what 
became known as “the Ray Price 
shuffle,” epitomized in his No. 1 hit 

“Crazy Arms,” from 1956. It’s one of 
a dozen songs Nelson has recorded 
for the tribute.

“People asked me who my 
favorite singers are, and I’d say, 
well, there’s Ray Price and Frank 
Sinatra. I don’t think there was ever 
any doubt that one day I’d do a Ray 
Price tribute album,” Nelson said in 
a statement.

“He was as close a friend as you 
could have. We traveled together, 

lived together, played music 
together, partied together. We had a 
lot of good times.”

For six of the album’s tracks, 
Nelson is joined by his longtime 
Family Band harmonica player 
Mickey Raphael and the Time 
Jumpers, the Nashville-based 
country swing band featuring Vince 
Gill, Larry Franklin, Andy Reiss, Joe 
Spivey, Kenny Sears, Brad Albin, 
Billy Thomas, Jeff Taylor and Paul 
Franklin.

Other songs on the tribute include 
“Heartaches by the Number,” “I’ll Be 
There,” “City Lights,” “Invitation to 
the Blues” and “Don’t You Ever Get 

Tired of Hurting Me.”
“We’re sort of like brothers in a 

way,” Price said of Nelson in a 2013 
interview with Rolling Stone. “We 
always help each other out when 
we can.”

The album is produced by Fred 
Foster, who also worked closely with 
Price, as did conductor-arranger 
Bergen White. Both took part in the 
final album Price recorded, “Beauty 
Is ….”

Foster also was at the helm 
in the studio when Nelson, Price 
and Merle Haggard teamed up in 
2007 for the trio album “Last of the 
Breed,” which helped bring Price 

before a new generation of country 
listeners.

In addition to being a singer much 
admired by Nelson, Price also gave 
him an early career break by hiring 
him as a staff songwriter for his 
Pamper music publishing company.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

PET LIFESPANS 
Q.  Creme Puff, a Texas feline 

that allegedly subsisted on bacon, 
broccoli, and heavy cream, is said 
to have lived 38 years.  Bluey, 
an Australian cattle dog, at age 
29 became the oldest canine on 
record.  So, we wonder, why do 
we tend to outlive our beloved 
pets?

A.  As a general rule “longevity 
favors the big guys,” says David 
Grimm in “Science” magazine.  
For example, a bowhead whale 
at about 220,000 pounds can live 
for about 200 years; a Galapagos 
tortoise at about 265 pounds can 
go 180 years.  

According to biogerontologist 
Steven Austad, it may be that 
large animals like whales and 
elephants face fewer dangers, so 
they can afford to take their time 
growing and maturing.

“When it comes to our pets, 
the bigger-is-better theory gets 
flipped on its ear,” says Grimm.  
Cats live an average of 15 years, 
compared with about 12 years 
for dogs, despite generally being 
smaller.  And small dogs like the 
4-kilo Papillon can live 10 years 
longer than the 70-kilogram Irish 
Wolfhound.  Yet overall, dog life 

expectancy has doubled in the 
past four decades, and housecats 
now live twice as long as their 
feral counterparts, perhaps due to 
better health care and better diet.  
“Americans will spend $60 billion 
on their pets this year, with a large 
part going to humanlike health 
care (think annual physicals and 
open-heart surgery) and premium 
food.”

It could be that our pets hold 
the clues to slowing down the 
body clock for all of us, adds 
biogerontologist João Pedro de 
Magalhães, who maintains the 
world’s largest database of animal 
life spans.  “I don’t think there’s 
a set max. longevity for any spe-
cies,” he says. “The real question 
is, ‘How far can we go?’ Maybe 
a thousand years from now, you 
could have a dog that lives 300 
years.”

DOG POOP SNITCH 
Q.  It’s not often that DNA 

identification gets dog owners into 
trouble, but what’s one exception 
to this rule?

A.  In the Spanish city of Tar-
ragona, authorities have amassed 
registration databases to keep 
track of various canines and their 
DNA, reports “New Scientist” 
magazine.  Now when this same 
DNA turns up in uncleared dog 
feces, it points the finger at the 

offending owner.  “Such schemes 
already operate in some upmarket 
neighborhoods in the U.S.”

SQUARE ROOT DAYS
Q.  Quick!  Can you cite the 

most recent Square Root Day, 
you know, when both the day of 
the month and the month are the 
square root of the last two digits of 
the year?

A.  It was 4/4/16, where 4 x 4 = 
16, reports “Scientific American” 
magazine.  Only nine Square 
Root Days occur every century, 
with 1/1/01, 2/2/04 and 3/3/09 
already past.  The next one is in 
nine years, 5/5/25, then 6/6/36, 7/
7/49, 8/8/64 and 9/9/81.  Did you 
notice that the April 4 date also 
marked the beginning of the 2016 
Major League Baseball season?

MEGACITIES CONSUME,
OFTEN WASTE MUCH   
Q.  The Earth’s 27 megacities 

—- including Tokyo (34 million), 
New York (22.2), Beijing (13.6), 
Rio de Janeiro (12.6) —- account 
for 6.7% of the world’s population, 
yet use 9.3% of global electricity 
and produce 12.6% of the world’s 
solid waste.  How might gathering 
data on such “megacity metabo-
lism” help reduce their environ-
mental impact?

A.  The first-ever compre-
hensive comparison of mega-
cities -- metropolitan areas with 
populations of 10 million or 
more -- revealed that New York 
“gobbles up significantly more 
energy than Tokyo, even though 
the Big Apple has 12 million fewer 
people,” reports Gemma Tarlach 
in “Discover” magazine.  For 
example, New York consumed 
6.8 megawatt-hours of annual per 
capita electricity, while Tokyo tal-
lied 4.0; annual per capita waste 
generated by New York was 3300 
pounds compared to Tokyo’s 750.

As industrial ecologist Chris 
Kennedy, the study’s lead author, 
puts it: “Gathering the data was 
the first step in a multiphase proj-
ect to identify strategies that will 
help all cities effectively sip, rather 
than chug, available resources.”  

The goal is important, he says, 
because by 2020, the Earth will 
likely add another 10 megacities 
to its rolls.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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Independent 
Insurance Agent seeks 

Licensed Insurance 
Administrator. 

Candidate must have 
3-5 years’ experience, 
bilingual, and be able 

to multi-task while 
maintaining a friendly 

disposition with clients. 
Please email resume 
to lynette@romerica 

insurance.com

Things you should avoid buying, if possible, in August because they are less expensive later
By Morgan Quinn
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

As the summer season starts 
to wind down, you’ll find plenty of 
discounts from retailers that are 
trying to clear their shelves. But that 
doesn’t mean you’re going to score 
a great deal on everything you see.

There is a best time to buy and 
a worst time to buy certain items 
— and August is no exception. 
From football memorabilia to a new 
smartphone, read on to learn what 
NOT to buy in August.
COLD-WEATHER CLOTHING

In July, the cold-weather months 
seem far away, but as we get into 
August and to the back-to-school 
and holiday season, stores start 
to put out fall merchandise. This 
means the prices on items like 
warm coats, long pants, boots and 
sweaters will be at their highest 

during this month. You might find 
back-to-school sales on some of 
these items, but you won’t find any 
deep discounts like you can during 
other months.

A great way to save money on 
clothing all year is to shop during 
the off-season. For example, look 
for discounts on cold-weather 
clothing during the spring and early 
summer months, and purchase your 
summer gear during August and 
September, according to Consumer 
Reports.
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Not surprisingly, August is a big 
month for back-to-school shopping. 
Sales on school supplies are easy 
to find, but the prices might not be 
as low compared to other months. 
Since retailers know consumers 
are looking for sales on school 
supplies during August, it’s not 

uncommon for them to stock up on 
lots of shiny new things that are 
more expensive than your tradi-
tional supplies.

Shelves will be stocked with 
inexpensive “loss leaders,” like 
pencils and paper to get you in the 
door. But retailers count on you to 
also purchase full-priced items with 
high profit margins — like binders, 
graph paper and computer memory 
sticks, according to Time.com.

 Wait to buy most of your school 
supplies in September, which is 
typically the best month to score 
rock-bottom prices on this stuff.
THEME PARK TICKETS

The summer season is an ideal 
time for a family to head to a popu-
lar theme park, but ticket prices 
are at their highest during these 
months.

Dave Shute, co-author of “The 

Easy Guide to Your First Walt 
Disney World Visit” recommended 
visitng Disney World between the 
second week of Easter and the 
week before Memorial day, mid-to-
late October, any week in Novem-
ber other than Thanksgiving, and 
during December up to a week 
before Christmas.
PATIO FURNITURE

The last full month of summer 
might seem like a good time to buy 
new patio furniture, but retailers 
usually wait until September to 
really drop prices on these goods, 
according to DealNews. August is 
still a warm month, and custom-
ers will pay full price to lounge 
outdoors and soak up the sun.

Since you can easily spend 
$400 to $2,000 or more on an 
outdoor furniture set, according to 
HowMuchIsIt.org, it’s smart to wait 
until then, as retailers will be trying 
to quickly sell off the remaining 
goods. 
TELEVISIONS

Deals on televisions are usually 
scarce during the summer months, 
and prices are still high on HDTVs 
in August. Prices do start to drop in 
the fall, as the summer comes to a 
close and the holiday season starts 
to ramp up.
IPHONES AND IPADS

August is a terrible time to 

upgrade your Apple devices 
because the company usually 
unveils their upcoming models in 
September or October, reported 
DealNews. This means the price 
on an Apple device purchased in 
August will immediately begin to 
lose value in the coming weeks and 
months.
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THE KID’S DOCTOR

By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
www.kidsdr.com

Both cradle cap and dandruff are 
the result of seborrheic dermatitis, 
an inflammatory condition of the skin 
in which the skin overproduces skin 
cells and sebum (the skins natural 
oil). 

Cradle cap is the term used for 
the scaly dermatitis seen on the 
scalp in infants. It is also seen on 
the eyelids, eyebrows and behind 
the ears, typically after about three 
months of age. It often resolves 
on its own by the time a baby is 8 
months old to 12 months old. 

Cradle cap is usually a “cosmetic” 
problem for a baby, as it looks like a 
yellowish plaque on a baby’s scalp 
and is often not even noticed by 
anyone other than the parents. 

It is thought that cradle cap may 
occur in infancy due to hormonal 
influences that were passed across 
the placenta from the mother to the 
baby. 

The treatment for cradle cap is to 
wash the baby’s scalp daily with a 
mild shampoo, then use a soft comb 
or brush to help remove the scales 
once they have been loosened with 
washing. When washing the head, 
make sure to get the shampoo 
behind the ears and in the brows 
(keeping the soap out of baby’s 

eyes). This is usually sufficient treat-
ment for most cradle cap. 

In situations where the greasy 
scales seem to be worsening, it 
may help to put a small amount 
of mineral oil or olive oil on the 
baby’s head and let it sit (I left a 
small amount on my children’s 
heads overnight); then shampoo the 
following day. The oil will help the 
scales to loosen up and come off 
more easily. 

For babies that have very 
inflamed, irritated cradle cap, a 
visit to your pediatrician may be 
warranted to confirm the diagnosis. 
In persistent cases, I often recom-
mend shampooing several times 
a week with a dandruff shampoo 
that has either selenium (Selsun) or 
zinc pyrithione (Head & Shoulders,) 
making sure not to get any in the 
infant’s eyes. I may then also use 
a hydrocortisone cream or foam on 
the scalp that will lessen the inflam-
mation and itching. 

 As children get older, especially 
during puberty, you may see a 
return of seborrhea as dandruff. 
Again you can use dandruff sham-
poos. It also seems that with the 
overproduction of sebum there is 
an overgrowth of a fungus called 
malassezia, so using a shampoo for 
dandruff  often works. 

The difference of cradle cap and dandruff?
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: When a person who has worked and paid Social 
Security taxes dies, are benefits payable on that person’s 
record?

A: Social Security survivors benefits can be paid to:
— A widow or widower — unreduced benefits at full retirement age, or 

reduced benefits as early as age 60.
— A disabled widow or widower — as early as age 50.
— A widow or widower at any age if he or she takes care of the 

deceased’s child who is under age 16 or disabled, and receiving Social 
Security benefits.

— Unmarried children under 18, or up to age 19 if they are attending 
high school full time. Under certain circumstances, benefits can be paid to 
stepchildren, grandchildren or adopted children.

— Children at any age who were disabled before age 22 and remain 
disabled.

— Dependent parents age 62 or older.
Even if you are divorced, you still may qualify for survivors benefits. For 

more information, go to www.socialsecurity.gov.

in the dumps for years, Nintendo 
desperately needed a success like 
Pokemon Go. But it’s anyone’s 
guess whether and to what degree 
the Japanese game-maker will be 
able to capitalize on it.

“It’s great to have a nice hit that 
gets all this attention around you, 
but it needs to be part of a long-
term strategy,” said David Cole, 
president of DFC Intelligence, a 
game industry consulting firm.

The company is getting different 
advice on what that long-term strat-
egy should be. Seeing how well 
Pokemon Go has done, it could 
make a bigger effort to produce 

other mobile games. Or Nintendo 
could try to use the game as a 
marketing opportunity to reintro-
duce itself to consumers and lure 
them into buying its own proprietary 
game machines. Either way, the 
company faces both challenges 
and opportunities.

Meanwhile, there’s the risk that 
Pokemon Go will prove to be a 
passing fad that fades away as 
quickly as it emerged.

“This is going to be a huge learn-
ing experience for them,” said Billy 
Pidgeon, an independent market 
researcher who covers the video 
game industry.

Released early this month, Poke-

mon Go quickly became a multina-
tional phenomenon. Built around 
the idea of capturing the popular 
Pokemon characters in real-world 
places, it quickly jumped to the top 
of the charts in terms of downloads 
and sales.

The rapid success of Pokemon 
Go sent Nintendo’s stock soar-
ing by some $7.5 billion. But it’s 
unclear just how much Nintendo is 
actually benefiting from the game. 
The game is free to download, but 
users can purchase game coins 
which they can use to buy items 
like extra balls, which are needed 
to catch characters.

Nintendo has an exclusive 
license to make Pokemon games. 
Meanwhile, it owns an unknown 
portion of Niantic, a Google spinoff 
that designed the game, and 33 
percent of the Pokemon company, 
which owns the Pokemon charac-
ters.

If the game took in $500 million 
in total sales, Nintendo might see 
$100 million of that, after apportion-
ing shares to Pokemon, Niantic and 
Google and Apple’s app stores, 
estimated Michael Pachter, a finan-
cial analyst who covers the game 
industry for Wedbush Securities. 
And Pachter doesn’t expect the 
game to rake in that much money.

Still, Nintendo could use all the 
help it could get.

Toward the end of the last 
decade, the company looked like 
an unstoppable force. With its DS 
handheld system and then the Wii 
game console, it correctly bet on a 
shift to easier-to-play, more acces-
sible games that could appeal to 
a wider audience than traditional 
gamers. Thanks to the huge suc-
cess of those two devices, the 
company’s sales more than tripled 
from 2006 to 2009.

But the company has misfired 
badly since then. As casual games 
shifted to smartphones and tablets 
and online multiplayer features 
became a must-have on console 
games, the company resisted and 
largely missed out on both trends. 
Its sales have fallen for seven 
straight years and last year were 

less than what the composted in 
2006, before the big run-up to the 
Wii.

That’s why Pokemon Go is so 
important to the company. It’s not 
only one of the company’s few 
bright spots in recent years. 

But where does the company go 
from here? The seemingly obvi-
ous answer, given its struggles to 
sell game devices and the huge 

number of smartphones in use, 
would be that the company should 
churn out more mobile games 
using iconic characters like Mario 
and Zelda.

The problem is that mobiles 
games are a tough business. Few 
consumers want to pay upfront for 
games, and few games can con-
vince a sizable portion of custom-
ers to pay for add-ons.

What’s in store for Nintendo after its wildy succcessful Pokemon Go virtual reality game?
(Continued from Page 1)
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

On God’s list, only one sin is 
absolutely unforgivable

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: How many sins can you list that God won’t ever for-
give? I worry about this, because I know I’ve not been a 
very good person, and some of the things I’ve done are 
probably on that list. - J.F.D.

A: Only one sin that can’t be forgiven is on God’s list - and that is the sin 
of rejecting Him and refusing His offer of forgiveness and new life in Jesus 
Christ. This alone is the unforgivable sin, because it means we are saying 
that the Holy Spirit’s witness about Jesus is a lie (see Luke 12:10).

Why is it so serious to reject Christ? The reason, first of all, is because 
of who He was. He wasn’t just another religious teacher; He was God 
in human flesh - but when we deny this, we limit Him and assume He is 
unable to save us. But the Bible us clear: “No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship 
with the Father, has made him known” (John 1:18).

The main reason why it’s so serious to reject Christ, however, is 
because He is God’s appointed means of salvation. Our greatest need is 
to have our sins forgiven; if we don’t, we have no reason to expect God 
to welcome us into Heaven. But by His death and resurrection, Christ 
provided the way for us to be forgiven and cleansed of all our sins.

Don’t turn your back on Christ, or refuse His offer of forgiveness. 
Instead, by a simple prayer of faith, ask Him to come into your life today 
- and He will. Think of it: Before you go to bed tonight, you can know that 
God has forgiven every sin you ever committed! Commit your life to Christ 
without delay.

getting closer to the city, and were 
still winding on a narrow country 
road lined with cardboard shacks 
(they weren’t really cardboard). 
There is no way we could be any-
where near the park. Miss Google 
Maps has lost her mind, we were 

thinking, or was hacked by the 
Russians.

The day before, Google took us 
around town to get to our destina-
tion, where we would embark on 
canoeing peacefully on Town Lake 
while watching the rush hour traffic. 
That was almost surreal.

The problem was getting to the 
lake at the beginning of rush hour. 
The Google Lady had us take 
feeder roads and made us turn for 
whatever reason. Then she deliv-
ered us to the canoe rental place 
without much delay - maybe a few 
minutes here and there.

My wife was adamant that we 
were going the wrong way. She 
used to live in Austin. This could 
not be the way to the canoes, she 
said.

It was. We just went around a 
few major traffic jams first. Never 
doubt the Google lady, I kept 

(Continued from Page 1)

I drove into Austin with my good buddy, Google Maps, which was not hacked by the Russians
reminding her.

But that was before the Russians 
hacked into Google Maps. Or, at 
least that was the best conspiracy 
theory I could come up with.

Why not? They hacked the 
Democratic National Committee’s 
email. That was more difficult than 
to hack Google Maps - just to get 
me lost.

“Keep going straight for two 
miles. Your destination will be on 
your left,” said the Google Lady.

What destination? I don’t 
remember seeing any of this. I 
thought that we were just circling 

around the “cardboard” shacks a 
few times.

And then, after driving up on a 
hill, there it was. Everything looked 
familiar. We arrived at the camping 
grounds without rush-hour delays. 

Google Maps is the best inven-
tion since sliced bread. But sliced 
bread was really easy to invent. 
You just take a loaf of bread and 
slice it. Whoever invented Google 
Maps had to be a genius, and a 
guy who just hated stopping and 
asking for directions (like all guys).

Thank you Google Maps. How 
did I ever drive without you?

State’s unemployment increased slightly to 4.5 percent
AUSTIN — Texas has added 

an estimated 171,100 seasonally 
adjusted jobs over the past year 
with the addition of 7,200 nonfarm 
jobs in June. The state has added 
jobs in 14 of the last 15 months. 
Texas’ seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate increased to 4.5 
percent in June, up slightly from 4.4 
percent in May, and remained below 
the national average of 4.9 percent.

“I am encouraged by our state’s 
continued job growth, with Texas 
employers adding jobs in nine of 11 
industries over the past year,” said 
Texas Workforce Commissioner 
(TWC) Chairman Andres Alcantar. 
“Texas Workforce Solutions is com-
mitted to advancing partnerships 
and providing innovative solutions 
to our employers and workforce 
to keep our state the best place to 
work and do business.”

The Leisure and Hospitality indus-
try added 5,200 jobs in June. Over 
the year, Leisure and Hospitality 
gained 53,800 jobs. Trade, Trans-
portation, and Utilities employment 
added 3,900 jobs in June. Manu-
facturing employment expanded by 
1,000 jobs in June.

“Texas’ economic growth over 
the year is due to the resilience of 
our employers, who have added 
123,000 private-sector jobs over the 
past year,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers Ruth R. 
Hughs. “The evolution of services 
provided by the Texas Workforce 
Solutions network over the past 20 
years has played a critical role in job 
creation and the economic prosper-
ity of our state, and we can take 
pride in all that this agency and our 
Workforce Solutions partners have 

accomplished.”
The Amarillo and Austin-Round 

Rock Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas (MSA) recorded the month’s 
lowest unemployment rate among 
Texas MSAs with a non-seasonally 
adjusted rate of 3.3 percent, fol-
lowed by the Sherman-Denison and 
Lubbock MSAs, each with rates of 

3.9 percent in June.
“The Texas labor force has much 

to offer, and there are resources 
available to find the perfect occupa-
tional fit,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Labor Julian Alvarez. 
“I encourage all job seekers to con-
tact their local Workforce Solutions 
office for assistance.”



Join the Brazoria County Histori-
cal Museum on Thursday, Aug. 4, 
at 6:30 p.m., as it hosts author 
Roger Wood, for his book Texas 
Zydeco.  

To most 
people, 
zydeco is 
associated 
strictly with 
Louisiana 
and more 
specifically 
with New 
Orleans. 
Wood’s 
book, Texas 
Zydeco, 

puts that myth to rest and gives 
Houston the recognition it 
deserves for its role in shaping 
modern zydeco. 

Musicians such as Clifton Che-
nier and others took the Louisiana 
Creole folk music and mixed it with 
blues and R&B to create a new 
sound that came to be known, 
spelled, and recorded as “zydeco.”  

County Museum to host Roger Woods
For proof, Roger Wood and 

photographer James Fraher spent 
years traveling the zydeco corridor, 
interviewing and photographing 
authentic musicians, dancers, club 
owners, and aficionados along the 
way.  

Texas Zydeco is the outcome of 
the collaboration between Wood 
and Fraher, who appreciate this 
music, the musician who creates 
it, and the people who dance to it.  
They both offer “verbal and visual 
evidence that support the conten-
tion that ‘Texas Zydeco’ is not an 
oxymoron but a cultural fact.”

The Museum is located at 100 
East Cedar Street in Angleton. 
Limited quantities of the book, 
Texas Zydeco, will be avail-
able for purchase that evening.  
Admission to the program is free, 
and light refreshments will be 
served, courtesy of HEB.  For 
more information, call (979) 
864-1208, or visit the Museum’s 
website at www.bchm.org<http:
//www.bchm.org>.

Roger Woods

Country music singer/songwriter Libby Koch performed during the 
second Alvin Live concert on July 14 at the K-219 studio.

 Libby Koch performs at ACC’s Alvin Live
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Self-driving Tesla that crashed into truck was speeding
By Charles Fleming
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The Tesla car involved in a fatal 
crash in Florida this spring was in 
Autopilot mode and going about 10 
miles faster than the speed limit, 
according to safety regulators.

Earlier reports had stated the 
Tesla Model S struck a big rig while 
traveling on a divided highway in 
central Florida, and speculated that 
the Tesla Autopilot system had failed 
to intervene in time to prevent the 
collision.

The crash killed 40-year-old Ohio 
resident Joshua Brown, who was 
behind the wheel of the Tesla. It is 
the first known fatality in a Tesla 
using Autopilot. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board has released a pre-
liminary report that confirms some 
details of the May 7 collision, along 

with a photo that shows the car with 
its windshield flattened and most of 
its roof sheared off.

The federal agency also included 
a photo of the big rig, circling an 
area on the right side of the tractor-
trailer that showed the light damage 
the truck received from the collision.

The 2015 Model S was moving at 
74 mph, above the posted 65 mph 
speed limit, when it struck a 53-foot 
trailer being pulled by a Freightliner 
Cascadia truck.

Tesla’s semi-autonomous Autopi-
lot driving feature was engaged, the 
report says.

“The car’s system performance 
data … revealed the driver was 
using the advanced driver assis-
tance features Traffic-Aware Cruise 
Control and Autosteer lane keep-
ing assistance,” the report states. 
“The car was also equipped with 

automatic emergency braking that is 
designed to automatically apply the 
brakes to reduce the severity of or 
assist in avoiding frontal collisions.”

Not long after the crash, Tesla 
Motors Inc. Chief Executive Elon 
Musk speculated that the Autopilot 
system might not have functioned 
properly because it could not isolate 
the image of the trailer from the 
bright sky behind it. The system’s 
radar, Musk said in a tweet, “tunes 
out what looks like an overhead road 
sign to avoid false braking events.”

The Palo Alto, Calif.-based auto-
maker has emphasized that Auto-
pilot is still in a “public beta” phase 
of introduction and has limitations. 
It has said Tesla drivers are warned 
to stay alert and keep their hands 
on the steering wheel because the 
technology does not provide fully 
autonomous driving.
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whiteboard or dry erase markers, 
post-it notes (small and large size) 
or children’s books. Each entry will 
also include one meal. Registration 
ends on Aug. 5.

The event is open to drivers of 
street cars and racecars. Each 
group will have four 25-minute 
sessions on the track. The race 
groups are as follows and are 
limited to 30 drivers:

Novice DE: Street car lapping 
group designed for drivers with 0-3 
days experience

Intermediate DE: Street car 
lapping group designed for drivers 
with 4-8 track days experience

Advanced DE: Street car lap-
ping group designed for drivers 
with 8+ track days experience

Australian Pursuit Time Trial: 
Racecar group for SRFs and 

closed-wheel cars of all ages 
and sizes. There will be two 7-lap 
races, plus qualifying time.

The Brazoria County Library 
System Foundation supports 
the efforts of the county libraries 
to promote the annual Summer 
Reading Program and other 
literacy projects for adults and 
children. 

The Adult Reading Center, 
located at 2246 N. Washington in 
Pearland, is the only professional 
community-based literacy orga-
nization in our service area that 
utilizes volunteers to provide free 
instruction to adults with limited 
literacy skills. 

MSR Houston is a 17-turn 2.38 
mile road course racetrack located 
at 1 Performance Drive in Angle-
ton. For more details, call the track 
at (281) 369-0677.

MSR event to benefit library, literacy
(Continued from Page 1)
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City workers destroy 
‘Holy Grail’ for 

earthquake scientists
By Rong-Gong Lin II
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

HAYWARD, Calif. — For nearly half a century, 
thousands trekked to Rose and Prospect streets 
to behold a slice of sidewalk that, by conventional 
standards, had no curb appeal.

Pulled apart so that it no longer aligned, the 
humble curb wasn’t much to look at. But for 
earthquake scientists, it was a kind of Holy Grail, 
perfectly illustrating the seismic forces at work 
underneath this San Francisco Bay Area neigh-
borhood.

Since at least the 1970s, scientists have 
painstakingly photographed the curb as the 
Hayward fault pushed it farther and farther out of 
alignment. It was a sharp reminder that someday, 
a magnitude 7 earthquake would strike directly 
beneath one of the most heavily populated areas 
in Northern California.

Then, one early June day, a city crew decided 
to fix the faulty curb — pun intended. By doing 
what cities are supposed to do — fixing streets 
— the city’s action stunned scientists, who said 
a wonderful curbside laboratory for studying 
earthquakes was destroyed.

“They really took it out. Wow,” David Schwartz, 
a U.S. Geological Survey geologist, said when 
he clicked on a photo of the curb’s destruction. 
“It really was an iconic location on the Hayward 
fault.”

Andrew Alden, an Oakland science writer, was 
among the first to document the curb’s destruc-
tion.

He was invited by the U.S. Geological Survey 
to come to that intersection on the last Friday of 
June, as a scientist hoped to give emergency 
preparedness officials a chance “to see what a 
real fault looks like.”

“It’s sad. It was a real letdown,” said Alden, 
whose tweet and blog post about the intersection 
was picked up by Canadian media. “It’s really 
unusual to have such a clean piece of evidence 
right here.”

But Hayward officials said they had no idea this 
curb had such sacred significance for geologists.

“We weren’t aware of it,” said Kelly McAdoo, 
assistant city manager. She said the curb was 
replaced to install a wheelchair-accessible ramp 
at that intersection, one of about 150 to 170 such 
ramps that are installed every year at a cost of 
$3,000 each.

“Our mandate from our council is that we have 
safe sidewalks and accessible sidewalks for all 
members of our community,” she said, adding 
that the city might have acted differently had it 
known about the curb’s geological significance.

“We probably would have looked at it differ-
ently, or we would have tried to help them docu-
ment it,” McAdoo said.
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Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education

 Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in 
Career and Technical Education Programs

Danbury ISD offers Career and Technical Education programs in Ag-
riculture Science, Business, Marketing, Anatomy and Physiology, and 
Information Technology.   Admission to these programs is based on age 
appropriateness, prerequisites, student requests, and space available.

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex  or handicap in its vocational programs, services 
or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972;  and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices 
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended.

Danbury ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language 
skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational 
and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the 
Title IX Coordinator, Sherry Phillips, at P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX 77534, 
(979) 922-1218, ext 1006 and/or  the Section 504 Coordinator, Sherry Phil-
lips, at P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX 77534, (979) 922-1218. Ext 1006.

Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education 

Notificación Publica de No Discriminación en 
Programas Vocacionales

(Career and Technical Education Programs)
El distrito independiente de Danbury ofrece programas vocacionales en 
la ciencia agricola, negocios, mercadotecnia, anatomía y fisiología, y en 
informacion tecnológica. La admisión a estos programas se basada de 
acuerdo a su edad, requisitos previos, que el estudiante solicita, y en la 
disponibilidad de espacio en salon.

Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, 
origen nacional, sexo o  impedimento,  en sus programas, servicios o 
actividades vocacionales, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de 
Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas 
en la Educación, de 1972,  y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1973, según enmienda.

Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, 
origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de 
empleo, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles 
de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación, 
de 1972, la ley de Discriminación por Edad, de 1975, según enmienda, y la 
Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Danbury  ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta 
de habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y 
participación en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas, 
comuníquese con el Coordinador del Título IX, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. 
Box 378 Danbury, Texas 77534, (979) 922-1218 ext. 1006, y/o el Coordi-
nador de la Seccion 504, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. Box 378, Danbury, Texas 
77534, (979) 922-1218, ext 1006.

Las Vegas sports books taking bets on Olympic Games
By Lance Pugmire 
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LAS VEGAS — The long, slow 
erosion of the Olympics’ claim to 
sporting purity has reached a new 
landmark.

The Summer Games in Rio de 
Janerio will be gambled on inside 
Nevada sports books.

The Nevada Gaming Control 
Board, acting on the interests of 
race and sports book directors in 
the state, agreed last year to allow 
bettors to wager on Olympic events 
for the first time since the practice 
was forbidden in 2001.

Asked if the world should pause 
to mourn the lost innocence once 
associated with the Games, the 
head of Las Vegas’ powerful West-
gate Superbook saw no reason to 
shed a tear.

“‘Used to be’ is exactly right, 
because almost everyone in the 
Olympics is getting paid now,” Jay 
Kornegay said. “I don’t think there’s 
anything wrong with it. The Kenyans 
in the marathon, the Russians 
— they get paid. Our athletes get 
endorsements. There are very few 
amateurs left.”

Experts speculate Nevada books 
will accept around $20 million to $30 
million in betting tickets on Olympic 
events, a small fraction compared 
to the sports that gamblers bet most 
frequently on the big boards along 

The Strip.
Jay Rood, director of the race and 

sports book for MGM Resorts, said 
he expects 70 percent of Olympic 
bets to be on men’s basketball 
games.

“And I think the average draw 
(betting amount on a specific game) 
will be like a low-tier college game, 
like Santa Barbara playing Long 
Beach,” Kornegay said.

“The gold-medal game, even if 
it becomes this super showdown 
of the U.S. against a team who’s 
beating everyone by 50 will be 10 
percent, maybe less, of the average 
game in the Cleveland-Golden State 
NBA Finals.”

Nevada’s Gaming Control Board 
re-instituted Olympic gambling after 
a campaign by Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., sought to stop betting on 
college sports.

McCain’s argument was that 
point-shaving concerns were real, 
because Nevada previously didn’t 
set lines on University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas basketball games. The 
sports books ultimately retained col-
lege sports gambling, adding UNLV 
and Nevada games, but made a 
concession in 2001 to stop setting 
lines on the Olympics.

In 2012, however, the Summer 
Games in London were bet upon 
by books in England, catching the 
Nevada sports book directors’ atten-

tion and prompting them to push 
their state to overturn the ban.

“We stated the position that we’re 
at a bit of a disadvantage in Nevada 
by not being able to offer odds 
on some of the more mainstream 
events,” Rood said.

“Everybody agreed that we 
don’t think the state of Nevada is 
interested in booking 12-year-old 
gymnasts or ice skaters, but we do 
want to book the basketball, the 
hockey, some of the track and field 
— things that are appealing … the 
volleyball, the swimming.”

Stephen Mosher, a sports ethics 
and character development profes-
sor at Ithaca College in New York, 
said it is “not surprising to hear that 
Vegas is taking bets on Olympics.

“The purity of the Olympic move-
ment was lost years ago when the 
International Olympic Committee 
removed any distinction between 
amateurism and professionalism. 
Only in the U.S. does a portion of 
the population actually believe in 
what even the IOC calls this ‘magic 
dust.’”

Regulations allow Nevada to set 
odds on all Olympic events, but 
Rood said he and most of his peers 
will limit setting odds to popular 
contests that are “scored or timed, 
not voted upon by judges, with the 
exception of boxing, because that is 
the accepted form of scoring.”



IF YOU VISIT...
  SLEEPING: Antica Locanda Hotel is a quiet gem with romantically 

rustic rooms not far from the Colosseum (moderate, www.anticalocanda
roma.it). Hotel Paba is a cozy throwback just two blocks from the Forum 
(moderate, www.hotelpaba.com).

  EATING: Just behind the Colosseum, the simple and rustic Alle Car-
rette Pizzeria serves fantastic pizza (budget, Vicolo delle Carrette 14, tel. 
06-679-2770). A splurge near the Pantheon, Ristorante da Fortunato has 
fresh flowers on the table and black-tied waiters (splurge, Via del Pantheon 
55, tel. 06-679-2788).

  GETTING AROUND: Ancient Rome’s sights are manageable on foot, 
and Rome’s public transportation system is cheap and efficient. Taxis are 
also a smart option. 

  TOURIST INFORMATION: www.turismoroma.it.
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By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  Rome is a magnificent, tangled 
urban forest, rich in art, culture and 
history. The city has many layers 
- modern, Baroque, Renaissance, 
Christian. But let’s face it: For most 
of us, Rome is Caesar, gladiators, 
chariots and thumbs-up or thumbs-
down. Ancient Rome is the one we 
come to see.

  Luckily, it’s possible to knock off 
the top symbols of Rome’s mag-
nificence - the Colosseum, Forum 
and Pantheon - in one great day of 
sightseeing. Just link the biggies 
together in what I call the “Caesar 
Shuffle.”

  Begin peeling back Rome’s past 
at the Colosseum, the city’s most 
popular relic (legend has it that 
as long as the Colosseum stands, 
so shall the city of Rome). From 
the start, the Romans were expert 
builders. They pioneered the use 
of concrete and the rounded arch, 
which enabled them to build on this 
tremendous scale. This awesome 
example of ancient Roman engi-
neering was begun in A.D. 72, when 
the Empire was nearing its peak. 
Imagine being an ancient spectator 
arriving for the games. Fans poured 
in through ground-floor entrances. 
Your ticket (likely a piece of pottery) 
was marked with your entrance, 
section, row and seat number. Step-
ping inside, you can almost hear the 
roar of the Empire. Ancient Romans, 
whose taste for violence exceeded 
even modern America’s, came to 
the Colosseum to unwind. 

The games began with a few 
warm-up acts - dogs attacking por-
cupines, female gladiators fighting 
each other or a one-legged man bat-
tling a dwarf. Then came the main 
event - the gladiators. The best were 
rewarded like our modern sports 
stars, with fan clubs, great wealth, 
and, yes, product endorsements.

  Don’t be taken in by the wan-
nabe gladiators that swarm outside 
the Colosseum today. They’re 
officially banned from posing for 
photos for money, but that doesn’t 
stop them from hoping to swindle 
tourists into paying (too much) for a 
photo op.

  The Forum, your next stop, is 
right next door to the Colosseum 
(and covered by the same ticket). 
These few acres of land - argu-
ably the most important piece of 
real estate in Western civilization 
- were the ancient center for politics, 
religion and commerce. This is 
where the Vestal Virgins tended the 
perpetual fire, where Julius Caesar 
was cremated, and where Emperor 
Caligula had his palace. 

  Today the site is littered with 
small fragments of the huge build-
ings that once stood here. The main 
street - the Via Sacra - still cuts 
authoritatively through the heart of 
the Forum, just as it did 2,000 years 
ago. But you’ll mostly see crumbling 
columns and half-buried founda-
tions. Still, walking along the rubble 
paths, I can’t help but think I’m kick-
ing some of the same pebbles that 
stuck in Julius Caesar’s sandals. 

  What happened to the long-gone 
buildings? Earthquakes destroyed 
some of them, but more than 
anything, they were scavenged by 

Roman citizens. They carted off the 
precut stones and reused them in 
palaces and churches (some bits 
of the Colosseum ended up in St. 
Peter’s Basilica across town). 

  Thankfully, no one recycled the 
magnificent Pantheon (A.D. 120), 
the best-preserved temple from 
ancient Rome. 

  This stately building, about a 20-
minute walk from the Forum, is the 
ideal remedy for a brain tired from 
mentally reconstructing the Colos-
seum or Forum. 

  The Pantheon survived so well 
because it’s been in continuous use 
for more than 2,000 years. It went 
almost directly from being a pagan 
temple to being a Christian church.

  Even if built to exalt the gods, the 
Pantheon is just as much a symbol 
of Roman human greatness. The 
massive, 40-foot granite columns 
that support its portico are so huge, 
it takes four tourists to hug one. 
Entering here (it’s free), you feel the 
power and ambition that fueled the 
Empire.

  Inside, you stand in a cavern-
ous rotunda, a testament to Roman 
engineering. The subtle interior 
illumination is defined by the oculus, 
the opening at the top of the dome 
and the only source of light. (Once 
a year, on Pentecost Sunday, tens 
of thousands of rose petals flutter 
through the opening in the traditional 
“rain of red roses.”)

  The dome’s dimensions are clas-
sic - based on a perfect circle, as 

wide as it is tall (140 feet) - and its 
construction is ingenious. It’s made 
of poured concrete, which gets 
thinner and lighter with height - the 
highest part is made with pumice, an 
airy volcanic stone. 

  This was the largest dome 
anywhere until the Renaissance. 
Only then did Brunelleschi jump-start 
that new artistic era by borrowing 
some of Pantheon’s features for his 
cathedral dome in Florence. 

The beauty and brilliance of the Pantheon have inspired architects through the ages. (Dominic Arizona Bonuccelli, Rick Steves’ Europe).

The things that 
were Caesar’s

RICK STEVE’S EUROPE
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Device in a jogger’s armband, 
maybe
5 Off-mike comment
10 Deck swabbers
14 Emperor with a bow
15 Language of 14-Across
16 Mayberry kid
17 Bureau of Indian Affairs purview
19 Heating or cooling outlet
20 Nationality suffix

21 BB-shaped veggie
22 Pay attention to
23 1989 handheld gadget release
29 “Magic Mike” actor Channing __
30 Disparaging
31 Have yet to pay
32 Prof’s aides
34 Stat for Madison Bumgarner
35 Chaplin of “Game of Thrones”
36 Manhattan landmark, and a hint 
to this puzzle’s circles

39 Word before drill or engine
41 Clothes drier
42 Fish-on-the-line sign
43 “__ knows?”
44 Gentle gaits
46 Implicit
50 Mr. Wilson’s bane
53 Comparable
54 Modern, in Berlin
55 Through
56 “__ go bragh!”
57 Polynesian-themed restaurant 
chain
61 Data unit
62 Ready to hit
63 Event with specials
64 1930s heavyweight champ Max
65 Oddballs
66 Mined materials

DOWN
1 Sharply focused
2 Empire conquered by Alexander 
the Great
3 “Murder on the __ Express”
4 Driver’s lic. info
5 “Midnight in Paris” writer/director 
Woody
6 Light lunches
7 “Give __ rest!”
8 Racket
9 Come to a halt
10 “Philadelphia” or “Chicago,” e.g.
11 Test type
12 Force to make a commitment
13 Tennis match part
18 Theoretical evolutionary link
22 Bovary’s title: Abbr.
24 Helen Keller, to Anne Sullivan
25 In this world
26 Young lady
27 Alter to fit
28 Passing remark?
33 Planetarium projections
35 Liver or kidney
36 Longtime newsman with the 
catchphrase “And that’s the way it 
is”
37 Prison uprising
38 Filmmaker with a distinctive style
39 F on a DVD player, perhaps
40 Informal “Understood”
44 Sardine container
45 Writer/illustrator Maurice
47 Pricey hors d’oeuvre
48 Spiky winter hanger
49 Pokes fun at
51 West Coast NFLer
52 Hooks up with
56 Partner of flow
57 License plate
58 Postal worker’s beat: Abbr.
59 Grandpa Simpson
60 Brandy bottle letters
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ZEBRA  CAMEL  PANDA  LLAMA  DONKEY  MONKEY  WALRUS
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BRAWL  ADAGE  ENTITY  SAFARI
Answer: What spring does after a long, cold winter -- BRINGS “RE-LEAF”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Spread your wings, 
and you can be the highest flying social butterfly. In 
the week ahead, you could find that your work may 
involve more social exchanges than usual. You may 
perform good deeds behind the scenes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You are so pert when 
you flirt. Your social instincts are right on track, and 
if you are single, you might find plenty of admirers. 
In the week to come,you may be tempted to take up 
crafting or some other creative pastime.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The right words can 
seem like music to someone’s ears. This could be a 
good time to discuss problems or to suggest some 
ground rules to follow without offending anyone. Use 
your gift for gab wisely in the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In the week ahead, 
you may be tempted to take more risks than usual to 
please someone else. Because others are supportive 
and enthusiastic, you feel more confident and are will-
ing to go the extra mile.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get out the gardening 
gloves as there may be milk and honey growing in 
your own back yard. You might feel temporarily unap-
preciated, but before the week is over you will find that 
your loyalty and love bears fruit.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Snapchat, twitter and 
pop. You might not be up on the latest social network-
ing media trends or even own a smartphone, but in the 
week ahead your connecting warmth may earn praise 
or even admiring glances.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You might hope to shed light 
on a situation and find someone close is carrying a torch. 
A friendship might develop into something more intimate in 
the week ahead. Network within the community and create 
new contacts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Accept new insights and 
put them to work. Peace and prosperity is just around the 
corner if you don’t ignore trustworthy information. The 
seeds you sow in the week ahead may grow into mighty 
money trees.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Get the facts 
straight up, without a chaser. In the week to come you 
may prefer that family members are straightforward and 
sincere. Be passionate about making your financial future 
more secure and personal.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): All’s well that ends 
well. Trying conditions may fall by the wayside due to a 
vote of confidence from a friend or family member. You 
may catch sight of an opportunity to increase your net 
worth in the week ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You may connect the 
dots this week. A financial mystery may be solved by 
scrutinizing the paperwork. You may be briefly puzzled 
by someone in close connection until you use your head 
instead of your heart.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Minor friction can create 
major opportunities in the week to come. Pay attention 
to sudden inspirations and then act on them. A major 
decision may be made as you shift your focus and view 
alternatives.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1790, the first U.S. Census was 
completed, showing a population 
of nearly 4 million people. In 1966, 
Charles Joseph Whitman shot and 
killed 15 people from atop a tower 
at the University of Texas before he 
was gunned down by police.

Aug. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1876, 
frontiersman “Wild Bill” Hickok was 
shot and killed in a saloon. In 1961, 
the Beatles obtained their first 
regular gig as the house band of 
Liverpool’s Cavern Club.

Aug. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1492, 
Christopher Columbus set sail from 
Palos, Spain, on his first voyage to 
the New World. In 1958, the U.S. 
nuclear-powered submarine Nauti-
lus became the first vessel to cross 
the North Pole under water.

Aug. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1181, 
a supernova was observed in the 
constellation Cassiopeia. In 1693, 
Dom Perignon invented cham-
pagne. In 1958, the Dumont televi-
sion network ceased broadcasting.

Aug. 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the U.S. Army abolished 
flogging as punishment for its 
troops. In 1962, actress Marilyn 
Monroe, 36, was found dead in her 
Los Angeles home. Her death was 
ruled a “probable suicide” from an 
overdose of sleeping pills.

Aug. 6: ON THIS DATE in 
1914, Austria-Hungary declared 
war on Russia, and Serbia 
declared war on Germany in the 
second week of World War I. In 
1986, William J. Schroeder died 
after living 620 days with the 
Jarvik-7 artificial heart.

Aug. 7: ON THIS DATE in 
1912, the Progressive Party nomi-

nated former President Theodore 
Roosevelt for president. Woodrow 
Wilson ultimately won the contest. 
In 1964, Congress passed the 
Gulf of Tonkin resolution, giving 
President Johnson broad powers 
in dealing with North Vietnamese 
attacks on U.S. forces, who were 
there to defend the South.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1916, the 
United States agreed to buy the 
Virgin Islands from Denmark for 
$25 million.

This week’s question: In 
1981, Pete Rose broke whose 
National League record for most 
career hits?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
People who use Facebook largely to manage how other people think of 

them are more likely to log back in after trying to quit the site.
1 out of every 4 dollars employers pay for healthcare is tied to unhealthy 

lifestyle choices or conditions like smoking, stress, or obesity.
The Australian blue-banded bee can headbang flowers up to 350 times a 

second to collect their pollen.
No one knows who named Earth.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Older people who are highly stressed are more than twice as likely to 
develop problems with their memory than those who aren’t stressed.

Emotional tears may have evolved as a way to signal distress to others 
without attracting predators.

In the Czech Republic, the movie “Bad Santa” is called “Santa is a Per-
vert.”

A layer of cooking oil around an egg can keep it fresh at room temperature 
for up to a year.

When people feel more physical pain from health problems, are very 
stressed, or are in a bad mood, they feel older, a study found.
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