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We rented a canoe and set off 
for an hour paddling on Town Lake 
in Austin.

I wanted to rent a kayak 
because you can lean back com-
fortably and paddle, but Sharon, 
my partner in this outing (and also 
my wife) thought that the kayak 
was too low to the water and 

would tip over 
easier.

Not that it 
would have 
been such a 
bad thing, since 
it was 100 
degrees. Taking 
a dip in the cool 
lake would have 

been refreshing, although compli-
cated somewhat, because I had 
my wallet and cellphone with me.

I could have held the phone 
above the water, though, and the 
wallet would have dried out, so 
either way, what’s wrong with a 
little dip in the lake? Anyway, we 
rented the canoe, which was actu-
ally less stable, but a few inches 
higher above the waterline than 
the kayak.

We’re not canoeing or kayaking 
people, but when we go to Austin, 
we sometimes go canoeing on the 
lake. We made it past a couple 
of bridges and then into the open 
lake, from where we were treated 
to the magnificent Austin skyline.

Also in the distance, we could 
see the Congress Street bridge, 
which was stacked bumper to 
bumper with cars during rush hour 
(or whenever someone slows 
down a little). 

From the middle of the quiet, 
peaceful lake, we witnessed this 
incredible traffic jam on a Thursday 
afternoon. I just wanted to stay in 

RAMBLINGS

By Tom Purcell
Special to the Bulletin

As you hit the roadways this 

summer, here’s a safety tip to 
keep in mind: Beware of distracted 
drivers.

According to Distraction.gov, the 
official U.S. government website for 
distracted driving, this involves “any 
activity that could divert a person’s 
attention away from the primary 
task of driving.”

Distractions include everything 
from eating and drinking to using 
a navigation system to adjusting a 
stereo - or worse.

When I lived in Washington, D.C., 
I saw people do some nutty things 
on the Beltway most mornings: 
applying makeup, working on com-
puters, participating in video-phone 
conferences in which, I imagine, 
political types were concocting new 
strategies to fleece the American 
taxpayer.

The most dangerous distraction, 
however, continues to be texting 
because it “requires visual, manual 
and cognitive attention from the 

driver.”
And, boy, is texting a problem.
According to the CTIA Wireless 

Association, Americans had sent 
nearly 170 billion text messages 
as of 2014 - and many did so while 
behind the wheel.

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration found that the 
percentage of drivers text messag-
ing or visibly manipulating handheld 
devices increased from 1.7 percent 

Watch out for distracted summer drivers, mixed in with other distracted drivers 
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RED TOP, BRAZORIA: Now 
hiring cook and cashiers. Must be 
punctual and have reliable transpor-
tation. Apply in person ar Red Top 
Restaurant, Hwy. 36, Brazoria.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ AT!? A man who was shopping at a 
supermarket in Russia was so drunk that he got into an angry confronta-
tion with a mirror. He became more and more agitated as neither he nor 
his reflection would back down. Just as the man was about to start punch-
ing, another individual who witnessed this informed him of his mistake.

NUMBER ONE? REALLY? Officers at the Johnson County Sheriff’s 
office in Kentucky discovered that a complainant, who was there with his 
daughter, was wanted for drug trafficking in Tennessee. They moved in 
with Tasers to arrest him, but he used his daughter as a human shield and 
fled. He was wearing a T-shirt emblazoned with the words “#1 Dad.”

I MAY HAVE EXAGGERATED, OFFICER: A woman, who reported 
her car stolen in Memphis, Tenn., thought the police would give the 
matter a higher priority if she told them that her 2-year-old child was in the 
vehicle. This was not the case. It didn’t take long for officers to figure this 
out.

IS IT BECAUSE I WASN’T SMART ENOUGH FOR YOU? 
A man vandalized his ex-girlfriend’s car in a parking lot in Union, S.C., 
because, he claimed, she was unfaithful to him. He expressed this by 
painting a word expressing his opinion of her on the side of her car, spell-
ing the word “Cheeter.”

JUST ANOTHER NORMAL WORKDAY: A 45-year-old woman, 
who was high on meth, went to the car dealership in Wantage Township, 
N.J., where she works, stepped into the ladies room, stripped naked and 
refused to come out. State troopers came and removed her from the 
premises.

AND THE WHISTLE SAYS ‘TOOT-TOOT!’ When the crossing 
gates went down on the railroad tracks in Lincoln Square, Ill., a woman 
drove around them because she assumed they were just testing the gates. 
She was surprised when a train clipped the rear of her van, because, she 
said, she thought she would hear “CHOO-CHOO” if a train approached.

AND I’M IN KIND OF A HURRY: A man applied for a loan at a 
loan office in Spartanburg, S.C., that provides “fast cash to deal with an 
unexpected expense,” and said he needed the money to buy methamphet-
amine.

BAD DOG! BAD DOG! A man who had been smoking marijuana on 
the porch of his home in Groesbeck, Tex., heard a loud noise (which he 
wrongfully assumed was a gunshot) followed immediately by an injury 
to his left buttock (which he wrongfully assumed was a gunshot wound.) 
What happened was that a storm passed through the area. His dog was 
spooked by a clap of thunder, and bit him in his rear end. He called emer-
gency personnel who figured this out.

Brazosport Choral Union plans Berlin trip to participate in German choral festival June 2017
The Brazosport College Depart-

ment of Music recently announced 
that the Brazosport Choral Union 
will travel to Berlin, Germany in 
June, 2017, to participate in the 
Luther Choral Festival.

The Luther Choral Festival 2017 
- Celebrating 500 Years of Refor-

mation - is in the Reformation 500 
Concert Series and is sponsored 
by Luther 2017 Jahre Reformation 
Events and the German National 
Tourist Board.

For questions or further infor-
mation, contact Rodney Mason, 
Director of Choral and Keyboard 

Activities at Brazosport College, 
(979) 230-3316 or e-mail rodney.ma
son@brazosport.edu.

 The Brazosport Choral Union is 
made up of the Brazosport College 
Chamber Choir, College Singers 
and Brazosport Civic Chorus.

Members of the Chorus will 
travel to Berlin in June of 2017 to 
rehearse with other invited choirs, 
under the direction of internationally 

renowned conductor, pedagogue 
and Bach scholar Helmuth Rilling. 
The performance will take place in 
the Berliner Dom, the largest and 
most impressive cathedral in the 
German capital, known for many 
years as the “Protestant St. Peter’s,” 
with full Baroque orchestra and the 
cathedral’s historic Sauer organ.

Membership in the Brazosport 
Civic Chorus is open to commu-

nity singers every September and 
January. New singers are wel-
come to join and be a part of this 
opportunity. In addition, spouses, 
parents and other family members, 
as well as any interested commu-
nity member are invited to join the 
Chorus on the trip as non-singing 
participants.

 The cost of the six-day, five-night 
trip is $3,850 and includes air-
fare, coach transportation, double 
occupancy hotel accommodations, 
two meals each day (breakfast and 
either lunch or dinner), full-time, 
multi-lingual tour manager, a post-
concert reception, complimentary 
concert tickets for non-performers, 
gratuities to hotel staff and travel 
insurance. 

Activities include a Spree River 
Cruise, the Neues Museum, excur-
sions with a professional tour guide 
to Unter den Linden Strasse, the 
Russian War Memorial, remains of 
Berlin Wall, “Checkpoint Charley”, 
Kurfurstendamm Strasse, Kaiser 
Wilhelm Memorial Church, Reich-
stag and a panoramic city tour.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

ANCIENT HARVEST 
Q. Humans have been cultivat-

ing the stuff for at least 6,000 
years and possibly twice that 
long, making it one of our earli-
est crops. Many today know it by 
one of its nicknames -- pot, weed, 
Mary Jane, sticky-icky. Can you 
say what its more scientific name 
is?

A. The psychotropic plant is 
technically “cannabis,” and until 
about 100 years ago, that’s what 
Americans called it, says Gemma 
Tarlach in “Discover” magazine.  
Now it’s commonly known as 
“marijuana.”  

According to research, “the first 
evidence of the plant’s cultiva-
tion comes from East Asia, where 
the stems were used for fibers 
and the fruits eaten.” The world’s 
oldest pharmacopoeia compiled 
from Chinese oral tradition and 
dating back to 2700 B.C. men-
tioned cannabis, which was said 
“to relieve conditions ranging from 
constipation to malaria, though 
its hallucinogenic qualities were 
also noted.” Other early cultures 
mentioning the plant include India, 
where it was considered a sacred 
plant; and the Talmud, Judaism’s 
key ancient text. 

In recent years, research into 
the various properties of cannabis 
has increased.  For example, a 
2014 study failed to confirm any 
association between recreational 
marijuana use and junk food 
cravings (the “munchies”). In fact, 
“long-term ingestion caused mice 
to eat less and lose weight,” but, 
as Tarlach adds, that’s “in a lab 
setting without access to Doritos 
or doughnuts.”

BEFORE
Q. What does the sentence 

“John stood before me” mean to 
you?

A. The 18th-century nursery 
rhyme “Sing a Song of Sixpence” 
(about a pie full of blackbirds) 
ends with “Wasn’t that a dainty 
dish to set before the king?” Here 
the word “before” means “in front 
of.” But in 21st-century English, 
this meaning of “before” is nearly 
extinct. In his book, “The Crucible 
of Language: How Language and 
Mind Create Meaning,” linguistics 
professor Vyvyan Evans consid-
ers the sentence, “John stood 
before me.” Informal experiments 
with native speakers suggest 
that what first comes to mind is 
the idea of time, meaning “John 
rose to standing position prior to 
me”; nowadays, the “John is in 
front of me” interpretation seems 
to demand more effort. “But the 

historical evidence demonstrates 
that the earliest meaning associ-
ated with ‘before’ was the spatial 
meaning, rather than the temporal 
one which has come to usurp it.”

WHAT CAN NUMBERS 
MEAN ON BEER CANS?

Q. Have you ever noticed a 
two-digit number embossed into 
the bottom of a pop or beer can?  
It’s shallow and hard to read, 
but it’s there if you look closely.  
What’s it for?

A. A typical can production line 
runs 24/7 at a rate of 30 cans per 
second, so a factory with multiple 
lines produces tens of millions 
of them per day.  Each container 
starts life as a small disk of alu-
minum and is formed (“punched” 
and “ironed”) into the shape of 
a can (sans top) by a machine 
called a body maker. Since there 
may be a dozen or more of these 
body makers on the floor, each 
has a unique ID number that 
gets embossed into the bottom of 
the cans it forms--vital in quality 
assurance. Typically, a few cans 
per thousand end up with defects 
such as dents or coating voids 
that may cause leakage or prod-
uct spoilage. So the body maker 
ID tells the quality assurance 
folks which machine needs repair. 
(Look for a molding machine ID 
on the bottoms of glass bottles.)

Reassuringly, every metal, 
glass and plastic container we use 
is thoroughly inspected by sophis-
ticated high-speed computer 
vision equipment. Nowadays the 
body maker and mold IDs are 
generally read by machine, not 
humans, and factory personnel 
are alerted when defects correlate 
with the forming process.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?
• According to a study, when a 

rider’s heart rate goes up from anxi-
ety, the horse’s does, too.

• The label “superfood” is not 
defined by the FDA and can be 
stamped on pretty much anything.

• Days after a poacher’s snare had 
killed one of their own, two young 
mountain gorillas were seen finding 
and destroying traps in Rwanda.

• The average length of a freight 
train in the U.S. is 1.23 miles long.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: My aunt is disabled as a result of a car accident. Does 
Social Security have a special program for people who are 
obviously physically or mentally disabled?

A: Social Security is committed to expediting the application process for 
people with severe disabilities. Through our Compassionate Allowances 
program, we can quickly identify diseases and other medical conditions 
that qualify, based on minimal objective medical information, and that 
allows us to make payments much sooner than the usual review process 
allows. Compassionate Allowances is not a separate program from the 
Social Security disability insurance or Supplemental Security Income 
programs. People who don’t meet the Compassionate Allowances criteria 
will still have their medical conditions reviewed by Social Security.

Learn more about our Compassionate Allowances at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances

Q: How do I apply for disability benefits? And, how long 
does it take to get a decision after I apply for disability 
benefits?

A: You can apply for disability benefits online at www.ssa.gov/
disabilityssi/apply.html. Getting a decision on your disability application 
usually takes three to five months. The timeframe can vary depending on:

— The nature of your disability
— How quickly we can get your medical evidence from your doctor or 

other medical source
— Whether it’s necessary to send you for a medical examination
— Whether we review your application for quality purposes

Look for us on 
Facebook

Ledecky, Phelps make swimming Olympic teammates
By David Ramsey
The Gazette (Colorado Springs, Colo.) (TNS)

RIO DE JANEIRO — On a golden 
night, Katie Ledecky talked about 
how much she enjoys swimming on 
the same team as Michael Phelps.

“It’s just a great honor to be on 
a team with him,” Ledecky said. 
“That’s crazy what he pulled off 
tonight.”

It was crazy. Phelps triumphed in 
a dramatic 200-meter butterfly battle 
for his 20th Olympic gold medal 
and then cruised as the anchor leg 
to a convincing victory in the 4x200 
freestyle relay for his 21st gold.

“I can’t tell you what a great 
leader he’s been,” Ledecky said. 
“Michael is someone who leads 
by example.” Earlier in the night, 
Ledecky defeated Sweden’s Sarah 
Sjostrom to win gold in the 200 
freestyle.

Phelps’ victory in the butterfly will 
help him chase away memories of 
one of his few Olympic disappoint-
ments. At the 2012 London Games, 
Phelps took a look lead into the final 
stretch, only to be passed by rival 
Chad Le Clos of South Africa.

On Aug. 9, Phelps again seized 
the lead, but this time he kept it, 
winning in 1:53.56, which was far 
removed from his world record of 1:
51.51 set in 2009. Japan’s Masato 
Sakai finished second at 1:53.40.

A little over an hour after his but-

terfly victory, Phelps swam the final 
leg of the U.S. gold-medal-winning 
800 freestyle relay. He combined 
with Conor Dwyer, Townley Haas 
and Ryan Lochte to swim 7:00.66, 
which easily defeated Great Britain’s 
7:03.13.
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Best way to break a smoking habit? 
Seek help from a medical professional
Tribune Content Agency 

  DEAR MAYO CLINIC: What’s the most effective way to stopping my 
smoking habit of 20 years? I’ve tried the gum, and it helped the cravings for 
a while, but not enough to get me to quit smoking. Even though I’m worried 
about what smoking is doing to my health, I can’t seem to stop. 

  ANSWER: You’re not alone in your experience. Many people try to quit 
smoking and are not successful right away. The nicotine found in cigarettes 
is very addictive. Breaking a smoking habit is hard, especially when you try 
to do it on your own. The best way to quit is to seek help from your doctor 
or from a counselor trained as a tobacco treatment specialist. He or she can 
guide you through behavioral therapy, as well as offer approved medication 
treatments that can help you stop smoking for good.

  Behavioral therapy associated with quitting smoking can encompass a 
wide variety of activities in your day-to-day life. It often involves replacing old 
behaviors with new routines that are not associated with smoking. 

  For example, your counselor may suggest you try to avoid places or 
activities where you usually smoke. Instead, when you go out, visit places 
where smoking is not allowed. When you go to work, if an area near an 
entrance is designated for smokers, use another route to and from your work 
area. As much as possible, strive to spend time with people who don’t smoke 
or who also want to quit smoking. 

  A series of other small but meaningful changes can help, too. Make it 
inconvenient to smoke by getting rid of all your cigarettes. Leave your light-
ers in the car or another inaccessible spot when you’re at home or work. 
Chew gum while you drive, or take new routes to your usual destinations to 
focus your attention on your environment and away from smoking. Get up 
from the table immediately after eating. If you usually have a cigarette with a 
cup of coffee or with alcohol, drink water, soda or tea instead.

  Although they can be quite helpful, behavior changes alone usually are 
not enough to stop smoking. Cravings and symptoms of nicotine withdrawal 
can be powerful when you’re trying to give up cigarettes. Fortunately, a range 
of safe and effective medications have been approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration that can help. 

  They include nicotine replacement therapy available without a prescrip-
tion, such as the gum you tried.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Turn to Christ for help in becoming 
a better version of yourself

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I was rummaging through my desk the other day, and I ran 
across the list of New Year’s resolutions that I’d made this year. I 
had to laugh, because I haven’t kept a single one of them. Why do 
we have such a hard time becoming better? - Z.M.

A: It’s not wrong to want to become a better person, nor is it wrong to 
set goals for ourselves - not unless we’re doing it for the wrong reasons 
or in the wrong ways. The Bible says, “Let us throw off everything that 
hinders ... And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” 
(Hebrews 12:1).

Often, however, the goals we set for ourselves (whether at the begin-
ning of a new year or some other time) are unrealistic, or are only wishful 
thinking. We also don’t develop any plans for reaching them. But we also 
face a deeper problem: even when our goals are good, and we know how 
to reach them, we still fail - as you have discovered.

Why is this? The reason is because we don’t have the moral and 
spiritual strength within us to do what’s right. Even the Apostle Paul had 
to say, “I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do 
- this I keep on doing” (Romans 7:19). This is why we need God’s help, 
for only He can give us the strength we need to live the way we should.

Ask God to help you discover His goals for your life - beginning with 
your commitment to Jesus Christ. Then turn to Him each day, and seek 
His help to become the person He wants you to be. The Bible says, 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people... clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12).

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

that canoe until all the cars disap-
peared, which would have been 
never. The sight of a giant traffic 
jam, as observed from a tranquil 
lake was – surreal.

-----
A few years ago I was having 

dinner with my daughter 827 feet 
above ground in the Dunaturm 
(Danube Tower) in Vienna. We 
wanted to go up to the observatory 
anyway, since we were tourists and 
hit all the obvious attractions.

The tower was finished in 1964, 
so it had withstood all the storms 
and wind gusts during that time. 
I wasn’t too worried about eating 
dinner up there. What were the odds 
that something bad would happen 
while we were there?

As I helped myself to chicken 
strips, french fries and wine (which 
was surreal enough), I looked out 

over the Vienna skyline from this 
rotating restaurant in the air. Then I 
needed to use the restroom.

The Austrians are obsessed 
about cleanliness, so the men’s 
room was, of course, immaculate. 
The urinals were lined up on the 
outer wall, with a window in front of 
each one. I took care of my busi-
ness while enjoying a panoramic 
view of one of the most beautiful 
European capitals.

That was very – surreal.
----
I woke up in a hotel room at the 

foot of Pikes Peak in Colorado one 
morning a few years ago, looked out 
the window and saw that the top of 
the peak was covered in snow. This 
was in the middle of September, 
when the temperature here was 
hitting 100+ each day. We had one 
of those hot spells.

The snowcap was invisible earlier 

because of rain. But on that bright 
sunny morning, it was right there in 
front of us, an early snowfall, which 
was a surreal site all by itself.

We drove up to the top that 
afternoon. As we got closer to the 
peak, the weather deteriorated. 
It reminded me of an ugly cold 
winter day in the northeast. But as 
we made it to the top, the clouds 

cleared periodically, and we could 
see the beautiful scenery - while 
standing in knee-deep snow. It 
was 85 degrees at the bottom of 
the peak and below freezing at the 
top at the time. We loved it. I made 
snowballs and took a lot of pictures 
to commemorate this incredible 

event – snow in September, 1,114 
feet above sea level. Then we went 
inside the gift shop and got some 
hot coffee and cocoa, because 
snow is cold, even in September. 
After an hour or so, we had enough 
of it. 

That was definitely – surreal. 

Some of life’s surreal moments: Canoeing in traffic, panoramic bathroom and snow in September
(Continued from Page 1)

Hey, there’s a reason it’s 
not called the cat days of 
summer

Infielder Matt Duffy — dealt 
from the Giants to the Rays at the 
trade deadline — says Skeeter, 
his plus-sized pet feline, won’t be 
going to Tampa with him.

“It’s too hot,” Duffy tweeted to 
the MLB Network. “He’s a big boy, 
it’s too humid. He’ll keep living the 
good life with my parents.”

Headlines
—At TheKicker.com: “Brady 

celebrates birthday with fun game 
of Pin the Needle on the Football.”

—At Fark.com: “Mark Teix-
eira announces retirement from 
disabled list.”

Get Rio
The official birth control of the 

Rio Olympic Athletes Village is:
a) 450,000 Durex condoms
b) the Pokemon Go app
Sports quiz
Q: What do you call it when 

a pro rassler tests positive for 
steroids?

A: He’s on pins and needles.
Talko time
—Jim Barach of WCHS-TV in 

Charleston, W.Va., on Rio getting 
Pokemon Go capability just in 
time for the Olympic Games: 
“The sad part is that Pikachu has 
already been sent back to Japan 
for failing a mandatory drug test.”

—RJ Currie of SportsDeke.com, 
after 140-plus Santas met at the 
World Santa Claus Congress 
in Copenhagen to discuss next 
Christmas: “It was unanimous: No 
gifts for Warriors forward Dray-
mond Green.”



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   August 16, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) announced, in celebration of 100 years of 
Girl Scouts selling cookies, that the organization will introduce two commem-
orative Girl Scout S’mores™ cookies. Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council 
(GSSJC) will add one of the newly introduced cookies to its 2017 lineup, 
where it will join classics like Thin Mints®, Caramel deLites, and Shortbread.

Girl Scouts of GSSJC will offer a s’mores-inspired crispy graham cookie 
double-dipped in a crème icing and enrobed in a chocolatey coating. This 
clever take on the time-honored campfire treat was developed in response 
to popular consumer trends. It is vegan, and free of artificial colors, preser-
vatives, and partially hydrogenated oils. The last new Girl Scout Cookies, 
including the gluten-free Trios, were introduced in 2015.

“When you think of s’mores, you think of Girl Scouts,” said Mary Vitek, 
GSSJC CEO. “So, we are pretty excited to introduce this new cookie to our 
customers in honor of the 100th anniversary of Girl Scouts selling cookies,” 
said Mary Vitek, GSSJC’s CEO.

The tradition of making and enjoying s’mores in the outdoors was popular-
ized by Girl Scouts as early as the 1920s. The organization was one of the 
first to publish the iconic recipe under the name “Some More” in a 1925 issue 
of Girl Scout Leader magazine and, then, as “somemores” in an official 1927 
Girl Scout publication. The popular s’mores recipe is just one component of 
Girl Scouts’ longstanding commitment to the outdoors, a cornerstone of the 
organization that plays a vital role in girls’ leadership development. According 
to the Girl Scout Research Institute (GSRI) More Than S’mores report, there 
is a clear connection between outdoor experiences and girls’ understand-
ing of their leadership potential. Girls who spend time outdoors through Girl 
Scouts eclipse their peers in environmental stewardship, more readily seek 
challenges, and are better problem solvers, all of which are traits needed for 
twenty-first-century leadership. 

Girl Scouts announces addition of 
S’mores cookie to 2017 cookie lineup
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Achieving the Dream (ATD) 
has recertified Brazosport College 
as a Leader College, a national 
honor awarded to institutions in 
the ATD National Network that 
have shown three years of steady 
improvement in two outcomes that 
measure student success.

Originally achieving Leader Col-
lege status in 2010, Brazosport 
College was one of 17 national 
institutions to be recertified as an 
Achieving the Dream Leader Col-
lege. This also marks the second 
time Brazosport College has 
earned recertification.

“Leader College status rep-
resents a sustained, successful 
effort to build a student-centered 
culture,” said Dr. Karen A. Stout, 
president and CEO of Achiev-

ing the Dream. “Colleges that 
stay focused on the hard work of 
transformation deserve to be recog-
nized when they make measurable 
progress.”

By earning recertification, Bra-
zosport College has demonstrated 
continued commitment to the prin-
ciples and values of Achieving the 
Dream: committed leadership, use 
of evidence to improve programs 
and services, broad engagement 
and systemic institutional improve-
ment all guided by a student-cen-
tered vision focused on equity and 
excellence. Further, it has continued 
to improve outcomes for students 
enrolled at their institutions.

“Brazosport College is pleased 
to be honored in this way,” said 
Brazosport College President Dr. 

Millicent Valek. “We understand 
and value the importance of this 
work. As more students complete 
their educational goals, they are 
able to obtain good jobs, build 
better lives and give back to our 
community.”

Leader Colleges are eligible 
to compete for all grant-funded 
learning initiatives offered by ATD 
and are encouraged to provide 
leadership and support to other 
colleges in the ATD network, 
disseminate lessons learned, 
support state and national efforts 
to advance the student success 
agenda, and continue to improve 
student outcomes.

Achieving the Dream grants 
Leader College designation for 
three-year cycles. 

 If you are a happy senior, the place to be on August 18 is St Michael’s 
Catholic Church in Lake Jackson. National Senior Day will be held in the 
Parish Hall from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.

 The event includes door prizes, bingo, complimentary food, desserts and 
drinks. Vendors will be distributing educational material. Complimentary 
blood pressure 
screenings will 
be given, and 
health care 
speakers will be 
sharing informa-
tion specifically 
designed for 
seniors.

IPH Home 
Health Care and 
Hospice Care 
will be hosting 
the event with 
sponsors from 
all over the county. Carriage Inn, Jackson Village, ELMCROFT Senior Living, 
Sunset Nursing Homes, Inc., K’s Place, CareBuilders at home and the Medi-
cine Shoppe are joining forces to make National Senior Day a very special 
day for seniors.

BC recertified as a Leader College by Achieving the Dream National Senior Day events Aug. 18
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Jacob Pate of Richwood jump-
started his college experience and 
learned the business of chemistry 
at the sixth annual BASF Science 
Academy.

Jacob, a student at Columbia 
High School, represented Freeport, 
Texas, among 20 high school seniors 
interested in science, technology, 
engineering or math (STEM) for a 
career.

The two-week summer science 
program, developed by BASF Corpo-
ration, is held at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University (FDU) in Madison, New 
Jersey. Working in teams, students 
use BASF chemistry to formulate 
their own personal care products 
and develop a go-to- market plan 
and strategy. At the end of their two 
weeks, students present their product 
to a panel of BASF executives and 
FDU academic leaders.

“The Academy is a wonderful opportunity to expose bright young minds to 
the wonders of chemistry and business in a college setting,” said Christopher 
Witte, Senior Vice President for BASF in Freeport. “It’s rewarding to see how 
such a diverse group of teenagers grow together in a dynamic learning envi-
ronment. Once they return to their schools and local communities, our hope 
is that they will share what they have learned and inspire other students to 
pursue a career in science, technology, engineering or math.”

Following the curriculum theme, “From Molecules to Marketplace”, 
students gain invaluable hands-on experience in college chemistry labs 
while developing a marketing strategy to link their product to the consumer. 
Students also experience chemistry in action by visiting BASF Research 
and Development labs in Tarrytown, N.Y. and meeting with cosmetic chem-
ists and subject matter experts. Through exposure to real world chemistry, 
students observe how the fundamental building blocks of many every day 
products are comprised of chemistry.

“The partnership between business and academia is a successful model 
for helping students understand the practical applications of what they learn,” 
said Dr. Brian Olechnowski, Program Director at FDU. “I am excited to be a 
part of the experiences and progress the students make during the intensive 
two week program.”

Students graduate from the program with two transferable college credits 
to encourage their pursuit in a science, technology, engineering or math 
(STEM) field. In addition, FDU offers Science Academy alumni $5,000 schol-
arships if they choose to attend FDU in the fall of 2017.

“Science Academy was one of the greatest experiences of my life,” said 
Pate. “If I could participate every summer, I would. In terms of business and 
chemistry, I learned that you cannot have one without the other. Chemistry 
creates many wonderful things, and combined with business practices, 
people are able to experience those wonderful things.”

Several Science Academy alumni have returned to BASF through the 
summer hire internship program and the Professional Development Program 
(PDP). 

Most notably, Science Academy class of 2011 alumni, Kevin Chao, joined 
BASF as a full-time PDP. Kevin will begin working for BASF in Beaumont, 
Texas, in September.

BASF Science Academy 
Jacob Pate embraces the challenges of chemistry 
at the two-week advanced level science program

Jacob Pate, of Columbia High 
School, represented Freeport at 
the 2016 BASF Science Academy.
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By George Hobica
Airfarewatchdog.com (TNS)
If you fly on a commercial airliner 

and listen to the safety demo (most 
people don’t listen, of course), you 
may wonder why the video or crew 
instructs you how to use the seat-
belt. The instructions have been 
the butt of many a comedian’s joke 
(“In case you haven’t been in a 
car since 1965,” as Jerry Sein-
feld quips in one of his stand-up 
routines.  

But that’s precisely the problem. 
You have been in a car lately; in 
fact, you probably unbuckled a car 
seatbelt an hour before boarding 
your plane, and may have done so 
dozens of times in the days before 
your flight.

Why flight attendants show you how to use a seatbelt
But car seatbelts work differ-

ently from the “lift the buckle” way 
that airplane seatbelts release. 
And believe it or not, in a panicked 
emergency, passengers who might 
not be thinking clearly because 
they’re disoriented or mentally inca-
pacitated — barely awake before 
a 6 a.m. takeoff, jetlagged after a 
long flight, or under the influence 
of Ambien or alcohol — have been 
known to reach to the right or left 
near their thighs, as you would in an 
automobile, trying to push a seatbelt 
release button rather reaching 
for their laps and lifting a flap. In 
other words, previously established 
“muscle memory” works against you 
in a crisis.

How do I know this? Not only 

have flight attendants told me it 
happens, but I, someone who 
travels thousands of miles a year, 
have done the exact same thing at 
the end of a 12-hour flight with little 
sleep as I attempt to release the 
seatbelt.  

Because every second counts 
when evacuating a plane, any 
confusion could cost lives. In fact, 
pilots are known to practice muscle 
memory in the cockpit, touching 
levers and fingering buttons before 
takeoff, so that in an emergency 
they will remember where the 
controls are located and be able to 
act quicker.

Something to think about the 
next time your nose is buried in a 
newspaper during the safety demo.

By Patricia Nickell
Lexington Herald-Leader (TNS)

HAMILTON, Bermuda — This 
small island — only 21 square miles 
in size and 650 miles off the coast 
of Cape Hatteras, N.C. — gave the 
world shorts (still used as part of the 
island uniform), onions (still used 
in island cuisine), and grass (still 
used on the island’s ubiquitous golf 
courses).

Bermuda has earned literary cred 
as well. An early chronicler of its 
infamous Triangle, William Shake-
speare used it as the shipwreck 
setting for his play “The Tempest,” 
making it the only New World loca-
tion the Bard ever cited by name.

While Prospero, Miranda, Caliban 
and Ariel had their share of difficul-
ties, today, Bermuda’s gentle beauty 
and easygoing lifestyle lure those 
who wouldn’t mind being ship-
wrecked on its shores.

It’s no wonder. Luminous tur-
quoise waters lap shell-pink sand 
beaches; frangipani perfumes the 
air, and pastel colored houses 
snuggle behind winding hedgerow-
bordered roads with names such 
as Happy Talk Lane and Pie Crust 
Place.

It boasts the world’s smallest sus-
pension bridge — opening a mere 
32 inches, and a signature drink 
— the Dark and Stormy, a heady 
concoction of ginger beer and rum.

 It has no rental cars (mopeds 
being the preferred method of 
transportation), no skyscrapers and 
no sense that life should be lived at 
other than a leisurely and enjoyable 
pace.

How could you fail to love a place 
like this?

The answer is — you can’t, as 
demonstrated by the fact that of all 
the world’s resort islands, Bermuda 
allegedly enjoys the highest rate of 
return visitors.

LITTLE BRITAIN ON THIS SIDE 
OF THE POND

For those who suffer from Anglo-
philia, it’s comforting to know that 
you don’t have to travel across the 
Atlantic to get your Britain fix. Ber-
muda is arguably the most British of 
all the Commonwealth nations.

When Adm. George Somers 
first arrived here in 1609, it was by 
mistake; he was actually headed for 

the Virginia Colony when he was 
shipwrecked. Not being one to miss 
a good opportunity, he did what the 
Brits always did upon discovering 
a new place — he claimed it for the 
Crown.

St. Peter’s Church in St. George 
Parish, the oldest Anglican Church 
in continuous use outside the British 
Isles, possesses a set of commu-
nion silver that was a gift from King 
William III.

A top island attraction is the 
Dockyards, former headquarters of 
the British Navy, now a collection of 
fashionable restaurants, pubs and 
shops, the latter stocked with Brit-
ish imports, meaning you can get 
cashmere, tweeds and Wedgewood 
china, although don’t expect bargain 
prices.

Another visitor favorite is Fort 
Hamilton, overlooking its namesake 
harbor. Built by the British to protect 
the harbor from a possible American 
invasion, it has the usual features 
— guns on the ramparts and under-
ground passages, plus a couple of 
unusual (and veddy British) features 
— lovely gardens and concerts by 
the Bermuda Isles Pipe Band.

If you think you have to go to 
Scotland for the world’s best golf, 
consider this: Bermuda has more 
golf courses per square mile than 
anywhere else in the world.

Your hotel can probably make an 
introduction to these state-of-the-
art courses, including Riddle’s Bay, 
the oldest and most picturesque, 
and the ultra-chic Ocean Club, 
considered the finest, especially the 
legendary fifth hole.

Finally, don’t even think about 
skipping high tea, observed as 
fanatically here as anywhere in 
the British Isles. Two of the most 
unusual tea spots are Homer’s Cafe 
in the 36-acre Botanical Gardens 
(Sundays) and Sweet P’s at the 
Bermuda Perfumery (Wednesdays 
and Saturdays).

Bermuda’s pink beaches are 
as noteworthy as Kentucky’s blue 
grass, Utah’s red rocks or Vermont’s 
green mountains. Gorgeous 
stretches of sand such as Horse-
shoe Bay really do shimmer pinkly 
under the sun. 

They may inspire poetry, but sci-
ence offers an explanation for all the 

pinkness.
Just off the island’s south shore 

are an abundance of coral reefs 
that are home to a tiny red marine 
organism. Upon its death, the 
organism discards its pink shell, 
which then mixes with the white 
sand to create the distinctive color. 

 REGAL LADY REBORN AND 
READY FOR AMERICA’S CUP

Also seashell pink, the Hamilton 
Princess Hotel and Beach Club 
anchors a prominent spot near Front 
Street, while its back side overlooks 
the yacht-crammed town harbor.

 Officially dubbed the “Pink 
Palace,” the Princess re-opened 
this summer after a two-year, $100 
million refurbishment, and will serve 

as the official host hotel for the 35th 
annual America’s Cup Yacht Races 
to be held on the island in June of 
2017. Among the new additions to 
the property are the island’s first 
celebrity chef restaurant and a 
public art program that rivals that of 
a major museum. Marcus’s Restau-
rant showcases the culinary artistry 
of Marcus Samuelsson, a native 
Ethiopian and adopted Swede, who 
hit the big time in Manhattan with 
his Red Rooster Harlem.

Guests can also experience his 
cuisine at the restaurant and bar at 
the Princess Beach Club, a private 
club for hotel guests on one of the 
south coast’s loveliest sheltered 
coves.

The quality of the hotel art is best 
appreciated on a twice daily (11 
a.m. and 2 p.m.) curated art walk 
throughout the public areas of the 
hotel and grounds.

Yes, that is Her Majesty, the 
Queen, staring down from behind 
the registration desk (courtesy of 
Andy Warhol’s silk screening) and 
Damien Hurst’s signature polka dots 
just off the main lobby. If you have 
a trained eye, you can also spot 
pieces by Roy Lichtenstein and Brit-
ish BoHo artist Banksy.

Pink sand and blue water, 
Bermuda shorts and the British flag, 
sailboats and sunsets — visitors to 
this beautiful island are spoiled for 
choice.

Bermuda’s beauty, easygoing lifestyle 
makes being shipwrecked enticing

Bermuda’s Flatts Inlet, where luminous turquoise waters lap shell-pink sand beaches; frangipani perfumes 
the air, and pastel colored houses snuggle behind winding hedgerow-bordered roads. (Bermuda Tourism 
Authority/TNS)
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in 2013 to 2.2 percent in 2014.
NHTSA also reported that since 

2007, young drivers, ages 16 to 
24, have been observed manipu-
lating electronic devices at much 
higher rates than older drivers - in 
part because older divers don’t 
know how to work their newfangled 
gadgets.

In any event, National Occupant 
Protection Use Surveys found out 
that at any given moment during the 
day, approximately 660,000 Ameri-
can drivers are using cellphones 
to talk, text or use apps while they 
are driving - a number that has held 
steady since 2010.

And cellphone use is causing 1.6 
million crashes each year, accord-
ing to the National Safety Council. 
The council also reported nearly 
330,000 injuries occur each year 
from accidents caused by texting 
while driving and that 1 out of every 
4 car accidents in the United States 

is caused by texting and driving.
Which means we drivers need to 

knock of it off.
Look, how many studies do we 

have to do to finally realize how 
dangerous cellphone use is in our 
cars?

Carnegie Mellon University found 
that talking on a cellphone reduces 
activity in the brain’s parietal lobe by 
37 percent - and probably reduces 
the parietal lobe in men by 74 per-
cent, since we men generally use 
only half a brain anyway.

Here’s another troubling find-
ing: According to the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute, texting 
while driving diverts your eyes from 
the road for an average of five 
seconds. At 55 mph, that’s enough 
time to cover the length of a football 
field blindfolded.

The fact is people are not good at 
multitasking while driving - certainly 
not good at using their cellphones 
while driving.

You’d think it would be simple 
common sense - that people would 
know better than to try to text and 
drive or take cellphone calls while 
they’re roaring down a highway at 
a high rate of speed - but that isn’t 
the case.

You’d think there would be no 
need for new laws and penalties to 
punish and prevent distracted driv-
ing, but, unfortunately, there is.

Every day, newspaper head-
lines feature tragedies that involve 
texting drivers - and the subsequent 
manslaughter lawsuits that many of 
these texting drivers are facing.

And that is why many people  
agree that state and local govern-
ments need to crack down hard 
on this matter until a thick-headed 
public finally grasps the seriousness 
of cellphone use while driving.

So be careful when you hit the 
roadways this summer - careful 
to avoid a still growing number of 
distracted American drivers. 

Watch out for all those distracted drivers on their phones
(Continued from Page 1)
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Martian gully theory 
doesn’t hold water, 
NASA study finds

By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In spite of the flowing gouges they leave 
behind, gullies on Mars may not have been 
formed by liquid water, according to data from 
NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter.

The findings, described in Geophysical 
Research Letters, showcase the complexity of 
Martian geology and highlight how some fea-
tures on Mars are formed in ways that are unlike 
anything on Earth.

Scientists think that Mars, our rusty, dusty 
next-door neighbor, was once a far more Earth-
like planet, with a thick atmosphere that could 
support puffy clouds, lakes of liquid water and 
perhaps even microbial life.

All of that, if it indeed existed, is long gone 
now — but scientists can look for clues in the 
planet’s geography, finding physical and chemi-
cal signs that water once filled or flowed across 
a surface.

For example, NASA’s 2004 rovers Spirit and 
Opportunity, as well as the 2012 rover Curiosity, 
have all found evidence that ancient Mars must 
have been awash in water. Curiosity has even 
found chemical and mineral evidence for a long-
lived series of lakes, along with signs of the right 
chemical ingredients for life.

So there seems to be a good amount of evi-
dence that water once flowed across the Martian 
surface. There are even some hints that water 
may appear on the the planet’s surface today, 
in the form of dark streaks known as recurring 
slope lineae that grow and fade with the sea-
sons. Scientists even recently announced that 
they may have evidence that highly briny water 
may occasionally make it to the surface.

The many gullies carved into many slopes 
on Mars, however, have remained a subject of 
debate. Certainly they look like they may have 
been formed by water, with an alcove at the 
top of the long gouge and a fan at the bottom, 
but scientists have also argued that they may 
be caused by dry ice — slabs of frozen carbon 
dioxide that slide down the slope thanks to a 
lubricating layer of sublimated CO2 gas, plowing 
through the terrain as they go.

The scientists have spotted white material 
around these gullies, but even that doesn’t settle 
the matter, said lead author Jorge Nunez, a 
planetary scientist at Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Laboratory.

“It could be water snow or it could be CO2 
snow; we just don’t know,” he said. “So we 
felt that there could be some information that 
composition could provide to maybe help add a 
piece to the puzzle.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Dancing shoe item
4 Initially
11 Doo-wop syllable
14 Modern address
15 Seedless raisin
16 Oakley forte
17 Cape Town’s nation: Abbr.
18 Farm hauler
19 Jurist in 1995 news
20 Area

23 “Come __!”
24 Govt. stipend provider
25 __ Addict: fragrance brand
27 Spot relative
28 Hound
31 Fictional Melbourne Dame
32 SONIC’s Quarter Pound Coneys, 
e.g.
37 “Sweet as apple cider” girl of 
song
38 Extinct emu relative

39 1985 sci-fi classic
48 “Argo” setting
49 Flying Cloud, for one
50 “... __ is given”: Isaiah
51 Sub builder
52 It may be pitched
55 High-level predator
56 Hamlet’s satisfied comment 
about the starts of 20-, 32- and 
39-Across?
61 Dadaism founder
62 Virgin America’s frequent-flyer 
program
63 Pipe turn
64 Commuter’s choice
65 Backs out
66 “The Murders in the __ Morgue”
67 Star quality
68 Ballpark officials
69 Old atlas abbr.

DOWN
1 Alienate
2 Hall of fame
3 Tenor Domingo
4 Concerning
5 Gang lands
6 Reasons for breakdowns
7 Result of many a bite
8 Deserve
9 Storm output
10 Hawaiian root
11 Took marriage vows
12 Top-ten tune
13 Latin trio word
21 Unit of speed
22 Had too much
26 Dorm figs.
29 Words of woe
30 Idle, with “off”
33 Fired
34 Potpourri quality
35 “The Great” boy detective
36 Greek consonant
39 Bridge column datum
40 Decorator’s recommendation
41 Nymph in Homer’s “Odyssey”
42 Baby bootee, often
43 “Wait, there’s more”
44 Ticker __
45 Loan sharks
46 Eponymous city founder
47 Co-dependency figure
53 Oklahoma tribe
54 Playful fish-eater
57 “His,” per Ambrose Bierce
58 Juice you can’t drink: Abbr.
59 Attorney general after Barr
60 Gas company with a green-bor-
dered logo
61 Profiled penny prez
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
OWL  HAWK  LARK  CROW  DOVE  EAGLE  FINCH  ROBIN  CARDINAL
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ADMIT  ASSAY  MYRIAD  BECOME
Answer: Even with high-class clients, the tailor worked on the -- “SEAMY” SIDE

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): The more the merrier. 
You’ll fare far better when paired up with someone 
or in a group in the week ahead. Solo projects may 
lead you in the wrong direction. You can feel the 
pulse of business success but matters of the heart 
may be perplexing.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Choose your 
partners carefully. Teaming up with someone who 
isn’t reliable could throw your whole agenda out of 
whack this week. Make an extra effort to honor your 
part of the bargain even if others do not.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Any task can be 
completed if you have the proper tools. Make sure 
that you are adequately prepared for any new proj-
ects or jobs as this week unfolds. Paying attention 
to minute details will pay dividends in the end. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may need to 
step out of your comfort zone. Playing it safe will 
not help you when hardball tactics are needed. You 
may have a change of heart in the week ahead but 
there’s no excuse for not honoring obligations.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Love is a two-way street. 
While lights may be all green along the route, a sig-
nificant other may be holding up a stop sign. Find 
satisfaction by tapping into creative outlets and 
dabbling in hobbies in the upcoming week. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You can’t please all 
the people all the time. It’s fine to help out when 
you can but if you devote too much time to other 
people’s problems your own priorities may suffer. 
Treat your time as a valuable resource this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Wait and see. Remain 
non-committal and allow events to unfold naturally 
before you decide upon a course of action. Be patient 
with others in the week ahead. A potential problem may 
just be a simple misunderstanding.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If you aren’t willing to 
bend you may break. Being too rigid and strict leaves 
little room for error and may leave failure as your only 
option. Sharing intimate thoughts with a special some-
one may solve problems this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Act like you 
have something to prove. Show others your worth by 
being reliable, competent and efficient this week. Stay 
focused on worthy objectives as irrelevant or trivial 
issues may try to steal your attention.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t lose your 
nerve. You may begin a project with complete confi-
dence of its success but doubts may pop up. Maintain 
your original resolve as this week progresses and you 
will easily finish what you started.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put it in low gear. 
Your energy level may be below normal for a day or 
two this week. It would be best to maintain a light 
schedule and low expectations. A relationship may 
progress if you are patient and allow some time to 
pass.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Don’t get backed into a 
corner. Someone may try to tell you that your options 
are one of only two choices this week. There may be a 
third solution that is more to your benefit. Think matters 
over and avoid impulsive actions.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Aug. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1057, King Macbeth of Scotland 
was slain in battle by the son of 
fictional King Duncan in a story of 
revenge that was immortalized for 
the stage more than 500 years later 
by William Shakespeare. Macbeth 
had murdered Duncan 17 years ear-
lier to gain the Scottish throne, as 
the story goes. In 1969, the Wood-
stock Music and Art Fair opened on 
the pastures of an upstate New York 
dairy farm.

Aug. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, President Lincoln prohibited 
the states of the Union from trading 
with the seceding Confederate 
states. In 1977, music legend Elvis 
Presley died at his Graceland estate 
in Memphis, Tenn., at age 42.

Aug. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1807, Robert Fulton’s steamboat 
Clermont began her first trip up the 
Hudson River. In 1969, Hurricane 
Camille killed 248 people when it 
struck Mississippi’s Gulf coast.

Aug. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1587, the first English child, named 
Virginia Dare, was born in the New 
World in modern-day Virginia. In 
1961, construction of the Berlin 
Wall - partitioning the city between 
Western allies and the Soviet Union 
- was completed.

Aug. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1848, the New York Herald reported 
the discovery of gold in California. 
In 1934, a plebiscite in Germany 
approved the vesting of sole execu-
tive power in Adolf Hitler.

Aug. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1940, during World War II, British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
said of the Royal Air Force, “Never 
in the field of human conflict was 
so much owed by so many to so 
few.” In 1968, the Soviet Union and 
other Warsaw Pact nations invaded 
Czechoslovakia to quell a move-
ment toward progressive reforms.

Aug. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1831, former slave Nat Turner led 

a violent insurrection in Virginia. 
He was executed after the revolt 
was quashed. In 1991, a Com-
munist hard-liners’ coup against 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 
collapsed in the face of a popular 
uprising led by Russian Federation 
President Boris Yeltsin.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1962, 
Ringo Starr replaced Pete Best as 
drummer for the Beatles.

This week’s question: In 
1609, Galileo Galilei demonstrated 
what invention to Venetian lawmak-
ers?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• About 95 percent of the cases 

moving through the U.S. justice 
system will not go to trial or be seen 
by a jury.

• According to a study, male ath-
letes are more affectionate with one 
another after a fierce competition 
than their female counterparts.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Did you know?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Compromise is nearly guaranteed if a woman is part of a decision-
making pair, while compromise hardly ever occurs between two men.

• When slim men get low blood sugar, they tend to make unfair decisions 
involving the more rotund people they engage with in the workplace.

• Research shows that an overweight person’s brain at 50 years old shows 
signs of aging comparable to the brain of a 60-year-old lean person.

• A new study suggests that showing nature documentaries to inmates 
may help to ease aggression in prisons.

• The hosts of a Philadelphia block party rented a dumpster and filled it up 
with water from a hydrant to create a makeshift swimming pool.
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