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How I cut the 
cable TV chord

Properly worn masks work like this The bridge they built over dry land
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Believe it or not, one big reason 
Brazosport is here today in its cur-
rent prosperous form is because of 
a river diversion project 93 years 
ago that required the construction 
of a bridge over dry land.

The Brazos River has always 
been a conduit to the shipping 
industry, but early in the 20th Cen-
tury, the shoaling at the mouth and 

debris coming down river when 
it was on a rise hampered ships 
getting in and out of Port Freeport.

As the sulphur industry grew, a 
more stable harbor was required. 
The Freeport Sulphur Co. sup-
ported the organization of the 
Brazos Harbor Association, and 
in 1925 a group of engineers pro-
posed to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers an “intermediate diver-
sion” of the mouth of the Brazos. 

The Corps approved the project. 
This was the first time a govern-

mental agency gave consent to 
divert a stream as large as the 
Brazos from its original bed.

One of the first actions taken 
toward that goal was to let a 
contract in 1927 for a 610-foot-
long drawbridge across dry land 
where the diversion channel (on 

Photo from the collection of Larry Vacek.

Believe or not, this made Brazosport possible By John Toth
The Bulletin

I have been training for weeks 
because I suspected that it would be 
hard to cut the cable TV cord.

I put all my TVs on antennas and 
made sure that I get the 80 over-the-
air channels available in my area. 
The signal has to be boosted, but 
it’s there, even though I’m about 45 
miles from the broadcasting towers.

I have trained by watching free TV 

to make sure that I was ready for the 
big event.

The main free channels have 
digital subchannels that broadcast  
programs like old sitcoms and game 
shows - the stuff I grew up on. NPR 
(Channel 8) has four subchannels; 
one shows documentaries, and 
another runs cooking shows and 
DYI programs.

Local news is all over the place, 
free of charge, right over the air. 
But now there are no ghosts in the 
picture. I either get a digital signal 
or nothing. If you want to learn 
Spanish, there are several Spanish 
language stations also, as well as 
shopping channels. I’m not a fan of 
the shopping channels, but I do like 
practicing my Spanish.

Ramblings

First road trip: Those dreaded red lights
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Please, not another red light.
We prayed that we didn’t catch 

any red lights. Everytime we did, 
there was a scream coming from 
the back seat. When the car was 
stopped, he was not a fan. He 
wanted to stay in the fast lane. 

We were 
traveling with our 
newborn for the 
first time. It was only a two-hour trip, 
but when you have a screaming 
baby, it feels like you’ve been in the 
car forever. 

We were also having our first 
overnight stay, which meant packing 
the entire house, including the 
kitchen sink.

It took us longer to pack for the 

weekend than to drive there and 
back. We were only staying one 
night, but if you saw our car full of 
baby items and bags, you would 
think we were going away for the 
summer. I packed multiples of 
things just in case anything were to 
happen - and I mean anything.

It makes sense now why parents 
are often late. 
Not only do they 
have to take care 

of their children while packing, they 
have to make sure they don’t forget 
a single thing, or there could be a 
roadtrip meltdown or an emergency 
trip to the store. We didn’t want 
either, this being our first time trav-
eling with baby in the backseat.

I couldn’t imagine the horror of 

The new mommy diaries

Cheerleading show gets three cheers
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

I can’t believe I watched a docu-
series on cheerleading.

Before baseball and basketball 
returned to television, I stumbled 
onto “Cheer” on 
Netflix. While I 
admittedly started 
watching out of 
desperation, that’s not why I ended 
up binge-watching all six hours in 
two days.

“Cheer” turned out to be a sur-
prisingly captivating series about 
a sport - yes, a sport - in which 

the slightest misstep can mean a 
broken bone, a concussion … or 
a lost championship. It’s filled with 
human drama. And it features a 
Texas school. 

The series follows the thrills 
and spills of the 
nationally-ranked 
cheer team from 
Navarro College 

in Corsicana as it prepares for the 
National Cheerleading Champi-
onships held annually in Daytona 
Beach, Florida.

Navarro is at the top of the pyra-
mid when it comes to cheerleading.  
It has won 14 national champion-
ships in the junior college division 
as well as five “Grand Nationals” 
for the highest score of all teams in 

Memories are made of this

The View from My Seat
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When is Hurricane 
Season at its peak?

Hurricanes and the Texas Gulf Coast
Since 1851, 64 hurricanes have struck the Texas coast. That is one every 

three years on average. Although the region experienced Hurricane Harvey 
three years ago, this does not mean that we are protected from the next hur-
ricane. In fact, there have been 15 occasions in which storms have impacted 
the Middle Texas Coast three years apart. One of the most notorious storms 
on this list, 1970’s Hurricane Celia, made landfall in the Coastal Bend three 
years after Hurricane Beulah and destroyed thousands of homes and busi-
nesses as it lashed the Coastal Bend with wind gusts over 160 MPH.

 On a worldwide scale, May is the 
least active month, while September 
is the most active. In the Northern 
Atlantic Ocean, a distinct hurricane 
season occurs from June 1 to Nov. 
30, sharply peaking from late August 
through September; the season’s 
climatological peak of activity occurs 
around Sept. 10 each season. This 
is the norm, but in 1938, the Atlantic 
hurricane season started as early 
as Jan. 3.

The most active season was 
2005, during which 28 tropical 
cyclones formed, of which a record 
15 became hurricanes. The least 
active season was 1914, with only 
one known tropical cyclone develop-
ing during that year.

The basic concept of a hurricane 
season began in 1935.



non-alphanumeric @, $ and &, say 
Jeffrey O. Bennett et al. in “Using and 
Understanding Mathematics: A Quan-
titative Reasoning Approach.”

This yields 65 characters to 
choose from in each of the 6 slots, for 
a total of 65 x 65 x 65 x 65 x 65 x 65 
permutations, or 75,418,890,625 (75 
billion). So if someone automated a 
computer to guess a different random 
sequence at the rate of 100 every 
second, it would take an average 
of 12 years to chance upon the 
password.

Sounds pretty secure, but the 
problem is most people don’t select 
passwords at random, since these 
are hard to remember, using instead 
only numerals and lower case letters. 
This cuts the search “space” to about 
2.2 billion, and the 12 years down to 
4 months. More cutting occurs when 
users draw on mnemonic ploys such 
as words, names, license numbers, 
dates, etc. Now, a clever search 
strategy may locate such passwords 
surprisingly quickly.

Adding more symbols won’t help 
much, but what will strengthen the 
firewall is users changing passwords 
frequently, as is recommended, and 
the common system limitation to 
number of login attempts in a given 
time period.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

How old is our food?
Q. From a Bakersfield, Calif., 

reader: “I have often wondered how 
far back in time one could travel and 
eat the food and not get sick. For 
example, a church picnic in 1870, a 
buffalo kill on the plains, a medieval 
feast featuring (yum yum) pigeon pie 
and fish head soup!?”

A. “What would make you sick, 
you tender modern morsel, you?” 
teases Lynn F. Hoffman, Ph.D., 
anthropologist and scholar in resi-
dence in food and culture at Drexel 
University, Philadelphia. Seriously, 
the only thing you would have to fear 
would be microorganisms to which 
you were unaccustomed. That’s the 
same thing to worry about when 
you go to the next country or town. 
Except in times and places where 
everyone suffered chronically from 
intestinal parasites, you would quickly 
adapt.

“BTW,” says Hoffman, “buffalo and 
squab (pigeon pie) are on the menus 
of the best restaurants,” and notes 
Lynn Martin of Australia’s Adelaide 
University, “fish head soup - or at 
least a soup that uses fish heads - is 
the famous bouillabaisse of Marseille.  
I recommend it.”

Skunk odor varieties
Q. Does a female skunk smell the 

same as a male skunk?
A. Both are equal opportunity 

stinkers, likely because their glands 
are large and can deliver plenty 
of “juice” over several feet, says 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock 
biologist Gary Heidt. The stuff is quite 
complex, containing over 100 com-
pounds. One such, butyl mercaptan, 
is a “really bad boy,” being highly 
volatile, sticking to its target, and 
degrading slowly.

But smell is in the nose of the 
smeller. All the mustelids - minks, 
otters, weasels, badgers, wolver-
ines - have strong anal scent glands, 
though they deliver less material and 
it dissipates fast. “Personally, a mad 
mink smells stronger to me, but it 
goes away real fast. We also adapt to 
odors - when I was doing research on 
skunks, I got to the point where the 
smell was hardly noticed and wasn’t 
too ‘stinky.’ Of course it didn’t help my 
social life.”

Cracking passwords
Q. Common computer curiosity: Is 

a 6-symbol password secure against 
hackers? Would more symbols help?

A. When it comes to guessing a 
password, number of permutations 
is key. The possibilities with just 6 
symbols are enormous: Each pass-
word character can be selected from, 
say, 26 letters, either upper or lower 
case, and 10 numerals, as well as 

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

3 TACOS
$450

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING

Use Happy Jack® to control fleas, 
ticks, mange, stable flies & mosquitoes 
where they breed. At Tractor Supply. 
(www.kennelvax.com).

Watermelon anyone?

This vine-like flowering plant orig-
inated from southern Africa. While 
the word watermelon refers to both 
the fruit and the plant to botanists, 
the plant is a pepo. The pepo is a 
berry with a thick rind and fleshy 
center.

It is a highly cultivated fruit world-
wide, having more than 1000 variet-
ies. Watermelon is a scrambling and 
trailing vine in the flowering plant 
family Cucurbitaceae.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

A GREAT PLAN TO MEET 
THE LADIES, OR WHAT!?: 
A man, who was desperate for 
romance, would slash the tires of 
women and then wait until they 
returned to their vehicles so that he 
could be the first on the scene to 
offer help. His lawyer remarked that 
he had probably done it about 1,000 
times in several cities across Japan 
over the past 10 years or so.

YOU CALL THAT EVI-
DENCE!?: An intoxicated man got 
very belligerent with workers at a 
Subway restaurant in Akron, Ohio, 
forced his way behind the counter, 
and made his own sandwich. Arrest-
ing officers say they found a bottle 
of vodka and a block of Subway 
cheese in his pockets.

THE PERFECT MAN FOR 
THE JOB: An attorney showed up 
drunk at a Tennessee courthouse 
to represent a suspect accused of 
driving while intoxicated. Witnesses 
said he arrived late, smelled of alco-
hol, and behaved erratically.

YOU’RE DARN RIGHT I’M 
PEEVED!: An intoxicated 55-year-
old man got very upset when he 
lost multiple arm-wrestling contests 
to his juvenile son at their home in 
Boone County, Ohio, fired two shots 
into the ceiling, and held authorities 
at bay for nearly eight hours.

WE HAVE SO MUCH IN 
COMMON: A man stole a Toyota 
Land Cruiser and led police on a 
chase through Newberg, Ore., until 
he crashed into a Buick Regal, 
which was also stolen and being 
driven by a woman who had a little 
too much to drink.

IT WILL BE THERE WHEN I 
SOBER UP: A British woman, who 
converted to Islam and allied herself 
to the terrorist group ISIS, told a 
court that she was supposed to 
carry out a suicide bombing on St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in London, but did 
not go ahead with it because she 
was “too stoned.”

WAKEY-WAKEY, EGGS AND 
BAKEY! A heavily intoxicated 
woman drove her Mercedes-Benz 
backwards down the left lane of the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike for at least 
half-a-mile. A truck driver stopped 

his tractor-trailer behind her to pre-
vent an accident. Officers found her 
passed out in the vehicle with all the 
doors locked.

LESSON NUMBER ONE: 
BRAKE PEDAL VS. GAS 
PEDAL: A man, who was learn-
ing how to drive, struck another 
vehicle in the Penn Hills Shopping 
Center parking lot, and plowed into 
the Pennsylvania Driver’s License 
Center. He ended up about a quar-
ter of the way into the building.

WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
GO WRONG?: British police 
reported “major disorder” through-
out England as pubs reopened last 
week at 6 o’clock in the morning 
after a four-month lockdown. The 
cops had to answer more than 
1,000 calls, most of which were 
“drink-related.” One official said 
that officers had to deal with “naked 
men, happy drunks, angry drunks, 
fights and more angry drunks.”

MAYBE YOU SHOULD JUST 
WAKE UP EARLIER, PAL: A 
man who led police on a 20-mile, 
high-speed chase through the Flor-
ida Keys told officers that he was 
late for a flight leaving out of Miami 
International Airport.

Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education 

Danbury ISD
Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and 

Technical Education Programs
Danbury ISD offers Career and Technical Education programs in Public 

ServDanbury ISD offers Career and Technical Education programs in Public Service; 
Arts, AV, Communication and Technology; Agricultural Sciences (Animal Science 
and Manufacturing); Business/Finance/Marketing; S.T.E.M; Anatomy and Physiolo-
gy; Information Technology. Admission to these programs is based on age appropri-
ateness, prerequisites, student requests, and space available. 

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex or handicap in its vocational programs, services or activities as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended. 

It is the policy of Danbury ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

Danbury ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not 
be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational and vocational programs. 

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX 
Coordinator, Sherry Phillips, at Danbury ISD, P.O. Box 378, Danbury, TX  77534, 
(979) 922-1218, ext. 1005, and/or the Section 504 Coordinator, Crystal Pounds, at 
Danbury ISD, P.O. Box 378, (979) 922-1218, ext. 1006.

Texas Education Agency
Division of Career and Technical Education 

Danbury ISD
Notificación Publica de No Discriminación en Programas de 

Educación Técnica y Vocacional 
El distrito independiente de Danbury ofrece programas de educación técni-
ca y vocacional en Public Service; Arts, AV, Communication and Technol-
ogy; la ciencia agricola (Animal Science and Manufacturing); Business/Fi-
nance/Marketing; S.T.E.M; anatomia y fisiologia; informacion tecnologica. 
La admisión a estos programas se basa de acuerdo a sue dad, requisites pre-
vios, que el estudiante solicita, y en la disponibilidad de espacio en salon. 
Es norma de de Danbury ISD no discriminar en sus programas, servicios o 
actividades vocacionales por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo 
o impedimento, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos 
Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Ed-
ucación de 1972, y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, 
según enmienda. 
Es norma de Danbury ISD no discriminar en sus procedimientos de empleo 
por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, 
tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, 
según enmienda; Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación, de 1972, la 
ley de Discriminación por Edad, de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 
504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda. 
Danbury ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta de 
habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y partic-
ipación en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales. 
Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos de quejas, co-
muníquese con el Coordinador del Título IX, Sherry Phillips, en P.O. Box 
378 Danbury, TX  7534, 979-922-1218, y/o el Coordinador de la Sección 
504, Crystal Pounds, en P.O. Box 378, 979-922-1218.
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Senior FocusThe ‘Golden Years’ can create pitfalls

From Association of Mature American 
Citizens

“The Golden Years are supposed 
to be carefree, but sometimes the 
challenges of growing old can be 
depressing. At worst, they seem 
downright unfair,” says Rebecca 
Weber, CEO of the Association of 
Mature American Citizens [AMAC].

Weber cites, as an example, 
the complications of what used to 
be the simple task of getting your 
driver’s license renewed.

“It’s a breeze for younger drivers. 
They can get their new licenses by 
mail or online, and in many states 
their licenses are good for 10 years. 

Not so for too many older 
citizens. Many states require in 
person renewal procedures for older 
applicants in their 60s and 70s and 
will only issue renewal licenses for 
a maximum of five years and a min-

imum of one to two years. Specific 
state by state license renewal infor-
mation is available on the Website 
Insure.Com.” 

And, the AMAC chief notes that 
more and more states appear to be 
planning license renewal restrictions 
on older drivers. 

As the National Conference of 
State Legislatures (NCSL) put it: 
“While older drivers have lower 
crash rates reported to the police, 
the likelihood of seniors being 
involved in a fatal crash goes up 
after age 70... A number of states 
considered legislation dealing with 
medical fitness.”

Meanwhile, notes Weber, seniors 
seem to be a target of choice not 
just for scammers but for “legiti-
mate” commercial enterprises.

 “For example, timeshare pred-
ators seem to aggressively target 

the elderly, using extreme deceptive 
and exhausting sales practices that 
coerce customers into signing up 
for timeshares - a technique that 
may be particularly effective on the 
elderly.”

But, she warns, even those time-
shares that are purchased willingly 
can be cause for concern due to 
maintenance fees, which may seem 
affordable enough at first but, which 
can become onerous as the years 
go on.

As consumer advocate Dave 
Ramsey describes it: “The average 
annual maintenance fee is $1,000. 

But the surprise comes when you 
find out the fees go up every year, 
often much faster than the normal 
inflation rate.

 The latest numbers say the 
increase averages around 4% a 
year. So, in hard numbers, your 
original $1,000 fee could be $1,477 
by year 10 — a total increase of 
around 48%!”

Excessive fees can make time-
share ownership a nightmare, says 
Weber, particularly if you are an 
older owner whose resources may 
be limited.

 It is one of the key issues tar-
geted for reform by such organiza-
tions as The Coalition to Reform 
Timeshare. The organization says 
it is actively seeking to impose “a 
strict code of ethics and transpar-
ency” for the industry.

From driver’s license renewal to being talked into time 
share schemes, the elderly face abundance of challenges 

Survey conducted by the Connecticut AARP

RV vacations more popular than ever
More and more people are finding out what many seniors have known 

for years. The best vacation is the one that allows you to see new places 
and sleep in your bed each night.

Travel by RV is the one escape in which you can avoid airplanes, 
bypass interactions with people at hotels and, if you purchase or rent a 
vehicle with a kitchen, forget worrying about closed restaurants.

“When you rent an RV, you buy the groceries, and you do most of the 
cooking. You control the experience,” says James Ashurst, executive vice 
president of the RV Industry Association in Reston, Virginia.

“It gives you the comforts of a home or hotel but gives you space to 
breathe and properly socially distance,” says Donna Wittwer, of Paradise 
Valley, Arizona, who has taken two RV trips with friends and family, the 
most recent with her husband and daughter to San Diego. “I’m definitely 
itching to do another trip after being in lockdown.”

RVs are not difficult to drive, and you don’t need a special license. And 
if you don’t like where you are, you can just drive off to the next spot.
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Senior Focus
Working while collecting Social Security

Dear Rusty: In 2019 I was out 
of work for an extended period. 
I was eligible to begin receiving 
retirement benefits (at age 63) 
and started to do so in August. My 
part-time job was limited, so it did 
not conflict with my Social Security 
amount, but in October through the 
end of 2019, I went back to my old 
industry at four times the pay rate. 
My understanding is that I will need 
to pay Social Security back about 
$1.40 for every 
benefit dollar 
they have paid 
me while I worked at the higher 
wage. When and how is that paid? 
Signed: Part Time Again

Dear Part Time Again: If 
you started your Social Security 
benefits in August of last year at 
age 63, for the remainder of 2019 
you were subject to the “first year 
rule”, which means you had a 
monthly earnings limit of $1,470 
after your benefit started. 

If you exceeded that monthly 
limit starting in October of 2019 
and for the rest of the year, you 
won’t be entitled to benefits for 
the months of October, November 
and December. Social Security will 

consider that an overpayment, and 
they will want you to repay all those 
benefits to them. 

However, if it would be to your 
advantage to do so, you can 
request that Social Security use 
the annual earnings limit for 2019, 
instead of the monthly limit. For 
example, if using the 2019 annual 
earnings limit ($17,640) would 
result in a smaller impact to your 
benefits, Social Security may 

accommodate 
your request to 
use the annual 

limit. Depending upon your total 
earnings in 2019, you may want 
to consider asking that the annual 
earnings limit be used, instead of 
the monthly limit, when determining 
your 2019 impact for exceeding the 
earnings limit.

Starting in 2020 you’ll be subject 
to an annual limit of $18,240 (limit 
changes yearly). If you exceed 
the annual limit, SS will take back 
benefits equal to $1 for every $2 
you are over the limit. 

If you’ve again stopped working 
at the higher amount, and now only 
working part-time and won’t earn 
more than $18,240 for this year, 

you’ll not be subject to the annual 
limit. But exceeding the 2019 
monthly limit last year will still affect 
you. 

You will receive a form from 
Social Security asking you to 
specify your 2019 income month 
by month for the months you were 
receiving benefits. Since you 
exceeded the monthly limit from 
October through December, they’ll 
be asking you to repay all of the 
benefits you received for those 
months. 

They will give you the option 
of either repaying them in full in 
a lump sum, or they will recover 
what you owe by withholding your 
monthly benefits until the overpay-
ment is satisfied. That will mean 
you’ll go some months without 
benefits, the number of months 
dependent upon your monthly 
benefit amount and how much you 
owe them. 

Remember, you have the option 
to request the annual limit if it will 
benefit you. 

Though you’ll lose benefits for 
some number of months now, 
when you reach your full retirement 
age (66 years and 4 months) they 
will automatically give you time 
credit for the number of months 
they withheld benefits and move 
your SS claim date forward. That 
will increase your monthly benefit 
amount slightly, and you’ll get that 
slightly higher benefit for the rest of 
your life.

One final point: In the year you 
reach your full retirement age, the 
annual earnings limit will go up by 
about 2.5 times, and the penalty 
for exceeding it will be less ($1 
for every $3 over the limit). And 
when you reach your full retirement 
age, the earnings limit goes away 
entirely.

(This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social 
Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.)

Ask Rusty

Spotting, preventing Social Security fraud
The Social Security Administration uses emails, text messages, and 

social media to provide information on our programs and services. It will not, 
however, request personal or financial information through these methods. 
Sometimes, Social Security sends emails with information that are particu-
lar to your needs, usually after a discussion with you in person or over the 
phone. When Social Security makes phone contact, it is often to confirm the 
legitimacy of claims.

It is important to beware of scammers pretending to be from Social 
Security. Reports about fraudulent phone calls from people claiming to be 
from Social Security continue to increase, and recent reports have indicated 
unknown callers are using increasingly threatening language in these calls. If 
you receive a suspicious call from someone alleging to be from Social Secu-
rity, hang up, and then report details of the call to the Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) at https://oig.ssa.gov/.

What is Social Security fraud?
Generally speaking, fraud involves obtaining something of value through 

willful misrepresentation. In the context of the Social Security program, our 
policy states that fraud exists when a person with intent to defraud makes, or 
causes to be made, a false statement, or misrepresents, conceals, or fails to 
disclose a material fact for use in determining rights under the Social Secu-
rity Act. Information is “material” when it could influence SSA’s determination 
on entitlement or eligibility to benefits under the Act.

Examples of fraud include:
Making false statements on claims.
Concealing facts or events that affect eligibility for benefits.
Misusing benefits by a representative payee.
Failing to notify the agency of the death of a beneficiary and continuing to 

receive the deceased person’s benefits.
Buying or selling Social Security cards.
Filing claims under another person’s Social Security number (SSN).
Scamming people by impersonating our employees.
Bribing Social Secdurity employees.
Misusing grant or contract funds.
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Senior FocusCOVID-19’s contagious stage and recovery time
By Glenn Howatt
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

As the coronavirus pandemic 
spreads, we’ve asked read-
ers what they most want to 

know about its impact, prevention 
and treatment. This is an answer to 
some of those questions.

When is COVID-19 most con-
tagious? When are you no longer 
considered contagious?

People sickened by COVID-19 
are most infectious when they are 
showing symptoms, including fever, 
coughing and shortness of breath, 
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

But new research confirms that 
those without symptoms are playing 
a significant role in spreading 
the virus. A study of cruise ship 
passengers found that nearly 18% 
of them tested positive and had no 
symptoms. State of Minnesota and 
University of Minnesota researchers 
modeling the pandemic’s effects 
now estimate that one infected 
person is spreading it to as many 
as four others. That’s up from two 
to three transmissions per infected 

person, reflecting the greater role of 
asymptomatic transmission, accord-
ing to Minnesota Health Commis-
sioner Jan Malcolm.

That’s why public health offi-
cials recently changed guidelines 
on masks to suggest that people 
who are out in public should wear 
a homemade mask to lower the 
chances that they will make some-
one else sick.

The virus is still thought to 
be primarily transmitted by 
breathing in the respiratory 

droplets released by an infected 
individual.

“Person-to-person transmission 
occurs when an individual with the 
infection emits droplets containing 
virus particles while coughing, 
sneezing, and talking,” according 
to a recent article published on the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association website.

The virus can also exist on 
surfaces. “Survival of the virus on 
innate surfaces has been an import-
ant topic of discussion. While there 
are few data, the available evidence 
suggests that the virus can remain 

infectious on inanimate surfaces at 
room temperature for up to 9 days,” 
the JAMA article said. That’s why it 
is important to wash your hands and 
try to avoid touching your face.

After a person recovers, it is 
unclear how long they remain 
contagious. Genetic material of the 
virus may be detectable up to two 
weeks after infection, but that “does 
not necessarily mean that infectious 
virus is present,” according to the 
CDC.

Is there an average length for 
COVID-19 illness to run its course?

It really depends on how bad 
the symptoms are and whether 
any serious complications develop. 
“About 80% are mildly to mod-
erately symptomatic,” said Dr. 
Timothy Sielaff, chief medical officer 
at Allina Health. “That can mean 
fever, cough, muscle aches and 
lethargy, which last a few days and 
improve over several more; typically 
2 weeks or so.”

These mild cases can 
recover at home because 
there is no treatment for 

COVID-19.
When complications develop, 

such as pneumonia, hospital care 
may be needed so doctors can 

ActionS, Inc. 
helping seniors 
in time of need

In an effort to maintain social dis-
tancing, seniors who are in need of 
groceries or other basic necessities 
can contact the ActionS non-emer-
gency help line at (979) 849-6132 
between 8 a.m - 4 p.m. on weekdays 
and request a supply delivery.

The groceries will be delivered to 
your house, free of charge, with no 
income requirements and no ActionS 
membership requirement. You must 
be above 60 years of age and reside 
in Brazoria County.

If the groceries or supplies are 
unavailable, the request will be added 
to a list and filled as donations or 
supplies are available. 

Please pass this information along 
to anyone in the community who 
could benefit from this service.

And, if you are in a position to 
donate to help fund the ActionS 
mission, please go to the the group’s 
website. www.actionsinc.org

Ten

monitor symptoms and provide 
support to stabilize the situation and 
hopefully keep things from getting 
worse.

“Severe illness can last longer 
especially if hospitalization or inten-
sive care is needed; on the order of 
3-6 weeks,” said Sielaff.

What is the criteria is to be 
listed as “recovered?” 
Do they assume if your 

fever and cough is gone you’re 
recovered?

The Minnesota Health Depart-
ment so far has kept in contact 
with all people who have tested 
positive. Each case differs, so 
recovery depends on the guidance 
provided by a doctor or a public 
health official. But generally, people 
are considered recovered when the 

symptoms go away.
“If you are sick, we are asking 

people to stay home for at least 
seven days and you need to be 
fever free for at least three days 
without the aid of fever reducing 
medications,” said Kris Ehresmann, 
infectious disease director at the 
Health Department.

The World Health Organization 
considers two negative COVID-19 
tests taken 24 hours apart to be part 
of its official definition of recover, 
but a shortage of tests makes that 
difficult.

“It will be useful to the individual 
and the community to have negative 
testing to confirm, but we do not 
have enough tests available right 
now,” said Dr. Timothy Sielaff, chief 
medical officer at Allina Health.
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Hwy. 36) would eventually flow. 
In December 1928, dredging of 
the Brazos River Diversion Canal, 
using the sea-going hydraulic 
dredge “Catt,” began on the six-mile 
channel.

The bridge over the Brazos at 
Hwy. 36 was completely constructed 
in place on dry land. It came to be 

known as the “Believe It or Not” 
Bridge, as it was featured in Ripley’s 
syndication of the same name. 

On Sept. 15, 1929, the Brazos 
River was diverted to flow down the 
new channel under the bridge built 
on dry land. It may have been an 
oddity then, but the bridge would 
soon serve a useful purpose and 
later become part of a bigger plan 

that would change Brazosport 
forever.

The immediate effect was that the 
diversion cut off the harbor channel 
so that Freeport Sulphur could bring 
its boats in there.

But this new channel also  
became the key to the planning for 
Dow’s new plant here. It made it 
possible to take ocean water in the 
old river mouth, extract bromine and 
magnesium and then discharge the 
stream back into the Gulf several 
miles down the coast, avoiding the 
possibility of reprocessing the same 
water again.

The diversion made Freeport 
stand out, and it became a final-
ist, along with Corpus Christi, for 
Dow’s new plant. Freeport won it all, 
thanks to the foresight of the Free-
port Sulphur Co. to convince the 
Corps to embark on this diversion 
project many years earlier.

Dow dedicated $18 million to 
build the new plant and purchased 
800 acres at $100 per acre. The 
company then built its plant and 
started extracting metal from sea-
water - and the area began to grow.

And the “Believe it or Not” bridge 
had a lot of believers.

Today, when you drive down 
Brazosport Blvd. (State Hwy 288) 
between Freeport Municipal Park 
and Brazosport High School, you 
are driving over the dam that started 
the project.

Believe it or not.
(Write Jan in care of The Bul-

letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, P.O. 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

The Freeport bridge that made Ripley’s ‘Believe it or Not’

The bridge over dry land may have been an oddity when it was built, 
but its construction turned out to be vital to the area’s economic boom. 
Photo from the collection of Larry Vacek.)

Nothing wasted
Tokyo is very efficient when it 

comes to reducing waste. Whatever 
can’t be recycled is incinerated, the 
exhaust gas goes through an exten-
sive treatment process to reduce 
its environmental impact; then the 
leftover ash is used to make clay for 
cement.

King of the VHS
“The Lion King” is the best-selling 

VHS tape of all time. For those who 
still have VHS players, enjoy.
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the competition. 
This isn’t the cheerleading you 

grew up with. Cheerleading has 
developed from mere sideline boost-
erism into a billion-dollar competitive 
sport of its own. Teams try to outdo 
each other with risky pyramids, 
baskets, throws and tumbles.

Unlike other college sports, 
cheerleading has no professional 
league after college, so the Florida 
championships are the highest-level 
event for cheerleaders.

Competitive tension runs through-
out the series. The team practices 
for months, but only half of the 
40-member team will “make mat,” or 
be selected for the starting squad.  
Then the entire season comes down 
to just one two-minute, 15-second 
performance at the national cham-
pionships. 

(You can keep reading. I won’t 
spoil the ending of the series for 
you.) 

What helps keep you glued to 
the television are the poignant 
stories of the athletes at the center 
of the show. They share stories of 
overcoming poverty, sexual abuse, 
parental neglect and tragic loss. You 
root for them not to fall on the mats 
… or in life. 

Jerry Harris is so committed to 
cheerleading he performed the day 
after his mother died of cancer.

La’Darius Marshall tells of his 
brother beating him because he was 
gay.

Morgan Simianer was abandoned 
by her parents and struggles with 
feelings of inadequacy. 

Gabi Butler is a “cheer-leb-
rity” who arrives at Navarro with 
endorsement deals and has to bal-
ance practice with photo shoots.

“The secret to the series is these 
kids and how interesting they are,’” 
the director, Greg Whiteley, told the 

Los Angeles Times. Whiteley, who 
documented the struggles of junior 
college football players in the series 
“Last Chance U,” calls the Navarro 
cheerleaders “the toughest athletes 
I have filmed.”

Then there is the coach. Monica 
Aldama graduated from Corsicana 
High School and earned a finance 
degree from the University of Texas 
at Tyler. A cheerleader in college, 
she took the position of coach 
at Navarro to stay close to her 
extended family.

Aldama has made Navarro’s 
program the best in the nation. She 
mixes a tough-as-nails approach 
when it comes to making decisions 
about the team with being a com-
passionate, nonjudgmental mentor 
when it comes to her charges. 

Although she describes herself 
as a conservative, Aldama talks in 
“Cheer” to her pastor about defend-
ing her male cheerleaders, many of 
whom are gay.

“I want to make sure they feel 
loved no matter what,” she told the 
Los Angeles Times. “I will have their 
backs no matter what.” 

If you aren’t convinced yet that 
the show is worth trying, maybe this 
will do the trick.

Not only has the show been 
nominated for six Emmys, the team 
got its own dedicated segment on 
“Saturday Night Live,” a sure sign of 
being a pop-culture phenomenon. 

Despite its success, there are no 
plans as of this writing for a second 
season. Guess why? The pandemic 
has forced cancellation of the Flor-
ida championships. 

Just when we found something to 
cheer about. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

‘Cheer’ is about more than cheerleading
(Continued from Page 1)

“Cheer” on Netflix brings out the drama and athleticism of cheerleading.

Farm Bureau announces college scholarship winners
Continuing education after 

high school can be costly. That’s 
why Brazoria-Galveston County 
Farm Bureau awarded a $4,000 
scholarship to a Brazoria County 
student. It also awarded another 
$4,000 scholarship to a student 
from Galveston County.

“We offer these scholarships to 
support our local youth,” Bra-
zoria-Galveston County Farm 
Bureau President Tom Ferguson 
said. “Trade school, college and 
university educations can be 
expensive. Scholarships are our 
way to provide assistance. It’s also 
our way to invest in the future of 
Texas.”

Emily Norsworthy received the 
scholarship for a Brazoria County 
student.

“This young woman was 
selected based on her academic, 

scholastic and agricultural involve-
ment,” Ferguson said. “We are 
proud of her commitment to her 
education and to agriculture.”

Emily Norsworthy graduated in 
the top quarter of her class from 
Sweeny High School and in the 
fall will be attending Sam Houston 

State University, where she will 
study Agriculture and Environmen-
tal Science. Emily has been active 
in her high school’s FFA program 
serving as Chapter President and 
participating in ag mechanics, 
public speaking and other FFA 
contests. In addition, she served 
as an FFA Area III Vice President 
and a district officer. Emily was 
also involved in Interact Club, 
National Honor Society and Work-
force Industry Training.

“We are confident these stu-
dents will be successful in their 
future endeavors and look forward 
to following their college careers,” 
Ferguson said.

A list of TFB scholarships and 
other opportunities for Texas youth 
can be found online at http://tex-
asfarmbureau.org/youth/youth-op-
portunities.

Emily Norsworthy

She overcame hardship, got off the bus and started her degree
Katrina Williams knew she had 

to make a change the moment she 
woke up in a hospital bed.

Ten years of addiction had 
taken its toll, and she couldn’t do it 
anymore. She had to change her 
lifestyle. She had to do it for her 
son, for her family, for herself. She 
was sure about this. What she didn’t 
realize at the time was the role 
Brazosport College would play in 
this change.

“I was in the hospital on all these 
machines, and I just said that I can’t 
do this anymore,” Katrina said. “That 
was it. I didn’t want to die like that.”

Today, Katrina is nearly eight 
years clean and sober, and 
determined to never return to that 
lifestyle.

But things are far from easy for 
her. Since moving to Clute with her 
son more than a year ago, she has 
made ends meet by working hard in 
low-paying jobs. She takes advan-
tage of the local bus system to get 
around the community.

This is how she first came in con-
tact with Brazosport College.

“The bus has a stop at the col-
lege, and I would always see this 
school,” Katrina said. “I’d think to 
myself about how I would like to go 
back to school. So I came in, got an 
application. The next week I came 
back and talked to a counselor and, 
three months later, I started here.”

At the age of 43, Katrina just 
completed her fifth semester at 
Brazosport College and is taking 
advantage of everything the college 
offers.

She’s used the Student Success 
Center for tutoring services, as well 
as the financial aid office for assis-
tance with tuition and books. She’s 
even used any extra financial aid 
funds to help with apartment rent.

She’s also received assistance 
from BC’s Gator Mart, which has 
helped her with groceries and other 
essential supplies. All BC students 
who are currently enrolled or have 
been enrolled in the past year are 
eligible for food from Gator Mart. 
Gator Mart is currently only operat-
ing in mobile distribution due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Please check 
the College webpage, social media 
accounts or email basicneeds@bra-
zosport.edu for the most up-to-date 
distribution schedule and policies.

The pandemic also affected 
Katrina when it forced all classes 
online this past spring. Not only 
had Katrina never taken an online 
course, she also didn’t own a 
computer. With assistance from one 
of her professors, Kristen Hedrick, 
and BC’s Information Technology 
department, she was able to get a 
laptop and make the transition to 
online classes, which allowed her 
to successfully complete the Spring 
semester.

Overall, Katrina discovered that 
online learning wasn’t as difficult 
as she was afraid it would be. In 
fact, she has registered for classes 
this coming Fall, with some of her 
courses being online.

“We have to conquer our fears, 
and I faced mine,” Katrina said. “I 
thought about dropping last semes-
ter, but I found out that I could do it.

“You don’t have to get dressed up 
for online classes,” she added with 
a laugh. “I loved that.”

Registration is ongoing for Brazo-
sport College’s 2020 Fall semester. 
For more information, visit www.
brazosport.edu/choose or call the 
college’s main switchboard at (979) 
230-3000. 

Katrina Williams
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Community Health Network offers same-day antibody testing at no cost to individual
Community Health Net-

work (CHN) is offering anti-
body testing at its test sites 
with same-day results provided 
to people receiving the test. Also, 
the organization is continuing to 
provide viral testing at no cost to 
the individual. 

To continue providing these 
services at no charge, individuals 

must register and receive a vir-
tual healthcare visit with a CHN 
medical provider. During the virtual 
visit, the medical provider can help 
community members make the best 
choice for their testing needs.

CHN has provided COVID-19 
prescreening and testing since mid-
March when the first cases of the 
virus presented to our area. CHN’s 
Chief Medical Officer adopted the 
protocols outlined by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and the Texas Department 
of State Health Services (DSHS) 
for CHN to help prevent the spread 

of the COVID-19 disease. 
For more immediate assistance 

and answers to frequently asked 
questions, go to www.mychn.org 
and visit the Covidi-19 Testing 
page. Individuals who are ready 
to test may electronically register 
at that time. CHN has a dedicated 
COVID Call Line staffed with team 
members to assist community 
members with calls or ques-
tions requesting testing. The call 
center is available Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Saturday 
8 a.m. - 5 .p.m: (281) 954-1480.

The serologic or antibody testing 

will be helpful in diagnosing a 
past infection, but we must use it 
carefully since it will not diagnose 
a current infection if a person is 
having symptoms,” said Dr. Yvette 
Poindexter, Community Health 
Network’s Chief Medical Officer. 

CHN is a system of federally 
qualified health clinics located in 
Brazoria, Galveston, and Harris 
Counties that provide pharmacy, 
primary care, pediatrics, obstetrics 
and gynecology, women’s health, 
men’s health, senior health, oral 
health care, psychiatry, and ther-
apy. 
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forgetting to pack a pacifier.
The trip started off rough. We 

weren’t sure how it would go. As 
soon as we got on the highway, he 
was fast asleep. Is he O.K.; is he 
breathing? We kept asking each 
other and worrying. We are first-time 
parents, so worrying about him is 
our rite of passage. We are allowed 
to be paranoid with the first one.

We checked back. I could tell he 
was sleeping, but I couldn’t tell if he 
was breathing. 

We had to stop and get gas, and I 
figured I would climb back there and 
check on him. There was no need, 
because as soon as we stopped, he 
let us know he was awake. He is not 
a fan of sitting in a still car; he wants 
to go fast. 

Our dog was not a fan of red 
lights either because he checked on 
the baby every time he was crying. 
We did learn that our dog is tolerant 
to baby screams, probably more 
than we are.

As we continued our trip and 
merged back onto the highway, the 
baby was fast asleep. When we got 
to a portion of highway with lights 
where the road is always backed 
up, we both knew what to expect. 

We were prepared this time and 
ready for the meltdown. Someone 
upstairs must have felt sorry for us, 
because we didn’t get one red light, 

which has never happened before. 
We arrived at our location, and 

overall, he did a great job on his first 
road trip, except for the screaming. 
He had a fun-filled weekend with his 
family. I didn’t forget anything and 
had brought just enough diapers, 
which felt like a major parenting win.

We weren’t sure how the over-
night stay would turn out, but we 
brought his pack-n-play, which he 
enjoys sleeping in. I thought about 
just packing up his whole room, but 
that was going to take a little longer. 
I almost did, anyway.

He only woke up once during the 
night to eat and went straight back 
to sleep. All that screaming in the 
car at red lights probably tired him 
out.

We had warned everyone that 
he could be active at night, but he 
proved us wrong. The next morning 
he woke up smiling and giggling. 
He was on his first mini-vacation, 
and he enjoyed looking at a different 
white ceiling.

But all good times must come to 
an end, and it was time to pack up 
and get ready to leave. Packing for 
the return trip seemed easier. It felt 
like we had become semi-experi-
enced travelers with baby.

And baby has become a more 
experienced passenger. He learned 
that when mommy and daddy drive, 
baby sleeps, which he did -  the 
whole way.

When we stopped at a red light 
and waited for a meltdown, nothing 
happened. We stopped to get a 
snack, and nothing happened.

 I climbed in the back to make 
sure he was breathing again, and he 
was sound asleep. I wonder what he 
was dreaming about - maybe about 
going fast in the car - because he 
was happy as could be.

Yes, he was breathing. I checked 
several times.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Baby’s first road trip was fun, except for the red lights
(Continued from Page 1)

Locked yourself out? Call a raccoon
In an experiment, raccoons were able to open 11 out of 13 locks in fewer 

than ten tries and were able to repeat the solutions when the locks were 
rearranged or turned upside down. They remembered it for three years.

Rock-a-bye Baby, in freezing cold...
Many Scandinavian parents are so adamant about giving their infants 

fresh air every day that they let them take naps outside, even in freezing 
weather. Parents report that babies take longer and deeper naps when they 
sleep comfortably bundled up outside in the cold.
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Q: Rescue stories always 
inspire me. It is always puz-
zling that most people celebrate 
someone being pulled from a fire 
or accident. Why are some of the 
same people resistant to the sal-
vation that Jesus offers? - R.Q.

A: “Search and rescue” is a 
term heard almost every day, 
whether in the newspaper, over 
the internet, or on television or 
radio. We watch people being 
saved from automobile accidents. 
We hear about children being 
saved from drowning. We read 
of others being pulled out of fiery 
flames. We sigh with relief when 
military men and women save 
innocent lives around the world or 
when the National Guard rescues 
families raging fires or from floods 
left in the wake of hurricanes. 
Most people hope that if they 
find themselves in dangerous 
situations, there will be someone 
to rescue them.

Few seldom stop to realize 
that when we are rescued from 
something, we are also saved for 
something. When we are rescued 
by someone, we are indebted to 
the one who has saved us from 
disaster, impending doom, and 
perhaps death itself.

  Even if we are saved from 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Salvation is an act of God
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

an attack of some kind, we will 
eventually find ourselves facing 
other threats, whether an incur-
able disease, a fatal accident, or 
something as natural as growing 
old and wearing out from progres-
sion of the cycle of life. No other 
human being, no matter how 
selfless or brave, can rescue us 
from the certainty of death. But 
that doesn’t mean we can’t be 
saved, that we have no hope of 
rescue. It just means we need to 
be clear about Who really saves 
us. Salvation is an act of God. It is 
initiated by God, wrought by God, 
and sustained by God.

Right now it’s just to see how 
many words I recognize. I can’t 
really string them together unless 
they are really basic sentences. 
Seeing a picture or being able to 
look up the answers help a lot.

Why did I finally decide to cut 
the cord? I have several reasons, 
but the big one is the price. My 
12-month discount ran out again, 
and my DirecTV bill shot up. It’s 
like playing cat and mouse with 
these guys. When you least suspect 
it, time runs out, and the monthly 
charge on my statement goes 
through the roof.

Also, I’m not watching all that 

much TV. I work a lot, and most of 
the time I have it on for the sound. 
Half the time I don’t even know 
what’s on. 

I used to enjoy watching the 
Astros and some of the evening 
news channel lineups. But with the 
season being partially scrubbed, 
I realized that I can live without 
watching every pitch, especially 
when they blow a 9th-inning lead.

I’m also getting burned out of the 
nightly cable news shows and watch 
very few of them. Politics should 
not be a nightly TV show. It’s too 
negative. 

If I want to be entertained, I’ll turn 
on Netflix and binge watch a series 

with cliffhanger episode endings that 
won’t let me quit watching.

There were other reasons also, 
but these are the main ones. 
And now that I weaned myself off 
cable TV, it was time to make that 
dreaded call and get rid of this bulky 
equipment for good.

I took a deep breath and started 
dialing. Courage, don’t fail me now.

“Are you sure you want to 
cancel? You won’t be able to watch 
your favorite shows,” said the nice 
man on the other end of the line. (I 
don’t have any favorite shows, and 
the Astros games are free on the 
radio.)

“Would you keep it if we dropped 
the price so low that you can’t resist 
and sent one of the Astros to your 
house to watch the games with 
you?”

I’m exaggerating, but no. That 
would not change my mind.

“We can get you into a much less 
expensive package and buy you 
lunch for a year.”

No, that won’t do it, either.
“What could I do to make you 

change your mind? I’ll do anything. 
Please don’t leave, I beg you.”

“I’m sorry, but we have grown 

apart. It’s not the same anymore. 
We’ve had some good times, but 
now I have to move on,” I said as 
I walked out of the rain-drenched 
alley and left the sales rep on his 
knees, soaked to the bone. He 
failed, and he knew it. (I just added 
this for the drama.)

After a few seconds of a pregnant 
pause on the line, he finally said his 
final words.

“Please recycle your equipment. 
They are outdated, and we won’t be 
picking them up.”

I did it. It was over.

It took a lot of effort, but I finally cut the cable TV chord
(Continued from Page 1)

Church of Christ • 306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486
Services:

Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175

Website:  http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

King Nebuchadnezzar once proudly declared the power of the Babylonian empire, and while he 
spoke a voice from heaven told him that his kingdom would fall, and that the “Most high rules in 
the kingdoms of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Daniel 4:32).  The point of this state-
ment is that God is in control of the affairs of men.  He is the governor of mankind.  

Men of the Bible have often attributed their vigor and lofty positions to themselves, but in fact 
God  was behind the scenes bringing to completion His own plan for the redemption of man-
kind from sin.  The Assyrian king thought his nation invincible, but God said of Assyria that it 
was merely the “Rod of my anger and the staff in whose hand is my indignation.  I will send him 
against an ungodly nation, and against the people of My wrath...” (Isaiah 10:5-6).  God used the 
affairs of men, and the rise of the Assyrian empire to punish Israel.  This proved once again that 
God is the governor of men.  God did not move nations around on a cosmic chess board as pawns, 
but He providentially used the affairs of men to accomplish His designs.

God is our governor today as well.  He rules men through His Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the 
king.  Daniel said that to Him was given “dominion, glory, and a kingdom, that all peoples, na-
tions and languages should serve Him” (Daniel 7:14).  Isaiah records that Jesus is “Counselor” and 
that the government is upon His shoulder (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

Do you bow the knee before God, the governor of mankind who rules through Jesus, our King?

Who Is God?...He Is Our Ruler

Cutting the cable chord trends
The nation’s six most prolific 

cable TV giants shed another net 
1.5 million paying customers from 
April through June. That is less than 
their attrition of 2.3 million in the first 
quarter.

In 2014, there were just over 100 
million U.S. households paying for 
cable TV, but according to estimates 
from the analysts at eMarketer, 
2020 will end with less than 83 
million of them.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Limited 

dine-in with social distancing. Please 
call to reserve. 

Wednesday, Aug. 19: Frito pie, 
pinto beans, vegetable medley, 
slaw, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, Aug. 20: Salisbury 
steak, corn casserole, broccoli, pea 
salad, sliced bread, dessert.

Friday, Aug. 21: Meatloaf, maca-
roni & cheese, beets, carrots, pears 
& cottage cheese, biscuits, dessert.

Monday, Aug. 24: Smothered 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

meatballs, rice, mustard greens, 
corn, pears & cottage cheese, sliced 
bread, dessert.

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Chicken in 
pasta sauce, buttered noodles, 
hominy, green beans, watermelon, 
garlic sticks, dessert.

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on 
wheels available - call before 9:30 a.m. 
Low salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. Take-out orders must be 
called in by 10:30 a.m to be picked up 
after 11 a.m.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

break unconscious bad habits. 
Once you observe the things that 
make you react automatically, 
you may be able to switch to 
more productive responses. Find 
ways to make improvements.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You might seem more caring and 
intelligent when you ask perti-
nent questions. People love to 
know that someone is interested 
in their thoughts and activities. 
As this week unfolds, you may 
develop successful strategies.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It 
may require a great deal of tact 
and diplomacy to deal with some 
people in the upcoming week. 
You should learn to be a neutral 
party in any ongoing dispute and 
find the center of things to strike 
the perfect balance.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your mind may be seriously busy 
in the week ahead. Some of your 
ideas may be visionary, so try 
not to resent anyone who isn’t 
on board yet. Don’t let a minor 
workplace rift boil over and affect 
your performance.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Think about the future before 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Think before you act. It may be 
easier to impress people with 
your words and ideas as this 
week begins. However, someone 
may trigger your defense mecha-
nisms and cause you to lose your 
cool. Stay centered.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Personal beliefs don’t always find 
a welcome audience, so temper 
your passion with some sensitiv-
ity. A partner may be on edge and 
become defensive, so be diplo-
matic rather than provocative.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Make your most important deci-
sions and hold your most import-
ant discussions early in the week 
while you are more attentive to 
details. A partner or loved one 
may be delighted to compromise 
and cooperate.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
There’s a karmic component to 
judgment: When you judge not, 
you face less judgment yourself. 
Focus on keeping yourself at the 
top of your game and on making 
your financial future brighter.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Learn-
ing to be mindful can help you 

you start spending money. This 
is one of those weeks when you 
might be tempted to buy some-
thing just to show you can. Ask 
for advice from mentors and you 
should receive reliable guidance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Keep your eyes on your 
long-term goals and your feet 
on the ground, moving forward 
toward those goals step by 
step. Don’t lose focus by getting 
embroiled in disputes or mis-
understandings that might not 
concern you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): A partner may have the 
wisdom and vision that uplifts 
your spirits and brightens your 
day. Put useful ideas into motion 
early in the week and help make 
your joint resources thrive. The 
key to success is good commu-
nication.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Handle your home like a well-
run business. Divvy up the tasks 
between family members this 
week and your place can run 
more smoothly. You and a partner 
will be on the same wavelength 
about finances.

August 18
1937 - The first FM radio 

construction permit was issued in 
Boston, MA. The station went on 
the air two years later.

1980 - George Brett (Kansas 
City Royal) had his batting average 
reach the .400 mark.

1982 - The longest baseball game 
played at Wrigley Field in Chicago, 
IL, went 21 innings before the Los 
Angeles Dodgers defeated the Cubs 
2-1.

August 19
1934 - Adolf Hitler was approved 

for sole executive power in Ger-
many as Fuehrer.

1940 - The new Civil Aeronautics 
Administration awarded honorary 
license #1 to Orville Wright.

1960 - Two dogs were launched 
in a satellite into Earth’s orbit by the 
Soviet Union.

August 20
1866 - It was formally declared by 

U.S. President Andrew Johnson that 
the American Civil War was over. 

The fighting had stopped months 
earlier.

1948 - Cleveland’s Indians and 
Chicago’s White Sox played at 
Municipal Stadium in Cleveland 
before a crowd of 78,382 people. 
It was the largest crowd to see a 
nighttime major-league baseball 
game to date.

August 21
1888 - The adding machine was 

patented by William Burroughs.
1923 - In Kalamazoo, Michigan, 

an ordinance was passed forbidding 
dancers from gazing into the eyes of 
their partner.

1971 - Laura Baugh, at the age of 
16, won the United States Women’s 
Amateur Golf tournament. She was 
the youngest winner in the history of 
the tournament.

August 22
1770 - Australia was claimed 

under the British crown when Cap-
tain James Cook landed there.

1959 - Stephen Rockefeller 
married Anne Marie Rasmussen. 

Anne had once been a maid for the 
powerful and wealthy Rockefeller 
family.

August 23
1939 - Nazi Germany and the 

Soviet Union signed a non-aggres-
sion treaty. That didn’t work out too 
well.

1962 - The first live TV program 
was relayed between the U.S. and 
Europe through the U.S. Telstar 
satellite.

1982 - Gaylord Perry (Seattle 
Mariners) was tossed out of a game 
for throwing an illegal spitball.

August 24
1975 - Davey Lopes of the Los 

Angeles Dodgers set a major 
league baseball record when he 
stole his 38th consecutive base.

1989 - Pete Rose, the manager 
of the Cincinnati Reds, was banned 
from baseball for life after being 
accused of gambling on baseball.

1991 - Russian President Mikhail 
Gorbachev resigned as the head of 
the Communist Party.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “It’s not easy to __”: Five for 
Fighting lyric
5 Sun, for one
10 Omegas, in the electrical world
14 Field beasts
15 Manual
16 Central points
17 Jack Blum’s “Meatballs” char-
acter
18 House work?
19 Work meas.

20 “Am I clear, George?”?
23 Incitements
24 Wonderstruck
27 Manuscript mark
28 “Okay, so it’s THAT dictionary”?
32 9, often: Abbr.
34 Have something
35 Symbols of elusiveness
36 Govt. stipend provider
39 “The Ten Commandments” 
(1956) director
42 AAA offering

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
MOLE  MULE  TOAD  NEWT  FROG  BOAR  BEAR  DEER  HARE

43 It’s near the funny bone
45 Reaction to a 71-Across
46 Embarrassing marks
48 Former space sports group?
51 Nursery buy
54 Roosevelt feature partially 
carved on Rushmore
55 Jordan River outlet
58 Little Spanish range?
62 “Oops!”
64 Sneeze, say
65 Tilted position
66 Mexican bread
67 Early anesthetic
68 New __
69 Winter Olympics jump
70 Loud
71 Taboo that hints at this puzzle’s 
theme

DOWN
1 Certain pears
2 Americans in Paris, maybe
3 Be dead serious
4 Biology subjects
5 Halloween costume
6 Cary’s love interest in “House-
boat”
7 Too precious, in Portsmouth
8 Quattro competitor
9 Ocean output
10 Cause of hurt feelings
11 Sticky spot
12 Ligament commonly injured in 
football
13 Ted, to Bobby
21 Exposed
22 Sci-fi pic series
25 Temporary skin damage
26 Gaelic tongue
29 Narrowly defined verse
30 Wheaton who played Wesley on 
“Star Trek: T.N.G.”
31 Women’s issue
33 Org. that opened a Bob Barker 
building in 2012
36 Tidy amounts
37 Tongue problem?
38 At peace
40 Stir-fry sprinkle
41 Key of four Beethoven piano 
sonatas
44 “The anesthesia by which we 
endure the operation of life”: Shaw
47 Recycle item
49 User’s way out
50 Brought out
52 Panini cheese
53 Skin Bracer maker
56 Contest form
57 The Jetsons’ dog
59 The Snake R. forms part of its 
eastern border
60 Prefix with physics
61 Kalanikupule’s kingdom
62 German grandpa
63 Evil eye
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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