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How and why
I became an
Astros fan

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

One thing I can still do as a
paraplegic is watch the Astros on
television.
I also watch the Rockets and
Texans, but I don’t plan my day
around them like I do with the Astros.

The View from My Seat
I barely know what to do with myself
when the Astros have a day off.
It’s fun watching the Astros
because they play with so much joy.
I know the players are paid millions
and play in beautiful ballparks before
big crowds, but they give the impres-

(Continued on Page 11)

A serious case
of daughters’
boyfriends

By Jase Graves

Special to The Bulletin

My family is currently experiencing an outbreak of a condition most
parents dread. No, I don’t mean the
24-hour stomach bug – although it
sometimes lasts about as long and
has similarly repulsive symptoms.
Instead, my two older daughters
have come down with a serious case
of the boyfriends.
I knew it would happen eventually,
but I was hoping it would be closer
to when I reach the latter stages of
decomposition. It seems like yesterday when I was the only male of
any species that my three daughters
were interested in, and all other boys
were still “icky.” (They still are icky,
by the way, but as girls age, they
develop a resistance to boy cooties.)
I guess I shouldn’t be surprised by
(Continued on Page 13)

Peaches and Why get wi-fi when we get ‘Green Acres’?
Newspaper publishers
summertime
find ways of overcoming

By Janice Edwards

all obstacles, tech or not

The Bulletin

I was grocery shopping last
week and was about to pass on
the peaches on sale because they
didn’t look good and were missing
that ripe peach olfactory orgy.
But then I looked down at the
shelf portion of the display. I saw
– were my eyes fooling me? – bags
of peaches marked Fredericksburg
Co. peaches, grown in Texas.
Suddenly I didn’t see just

By John Toth
The Bulletin

When I go out of town, I usually
wind up at our hideaway near San
Antonio, where work awaits, but the
setting is different.
Everybody needs a change of
scenery every now and then, and
ours is the San Antonio area, where
we unwind as much as possible. We
keep it simple.

Memories are made of this

peaches, but ghosts of summers
past - camping and canoeing Hill
Country rivers and scouring the
fruit stands on the way back home
for our share of the season’s Fredericksburg peach crop.
Memories I had long since filed
away in the back of my mind came
rushing back - of summers filled
with special times that have grown
sweeter as time passes.
Memories of learning to paddle
and be part of a team – how to
read a river and the partner with
whom you danced the rapids.

(Continued on Page 2)

Ramblings

Watching Oliver (Eddie Albert) trying to make a phone call on “Green
Acres” helped to solve a big problem for publisher John Toth.

Texas Two-Step done highway style takes getting used to
By B.A. Belthoff
The Bulletin

Ah, the dog days of summer are
here. If you’re not melting in your
yard mowing the grass and weeding the gardens, you’re melting in
your car as you head out for vacation or your commute to work. My
favorite thing to do is to check the

dashboard for the outside temperature. Nothing says summer in Texas,
like 111 degrees! I hope your car

Transplanted in Texas
has air-conditioned seats.
As I travel on Texas highways, I’m
being introduced, more and more,

to the Texas Two-Step – and I’m
not talking about the quick, quick,
slow, slow dance you do with your
partner.
You’ve seen it happen, I’m sure.
Picture driving in the middle lane
when the driver behind you is itching to go faster – even though you

(Continued on Page 12)

Our TV is free through an
antenna. You can actually get a lot
of good channels like that, including
all the major ones. But some of my
favorites are those that show only
documentaries or old TV shows like
“Mannix,” “Leave it to Beaver” and
“Green Acres.”
It’s a way to get away for a while
and still get things done, since The
Bulletin has to be published. I have
been doing that for many years
– traveling with The Bulletin in tow. A
lot of the work during these excursions gets done at night.
We don’t have wi-fi out there.
There is service available, but we
have decided, at least for now, to
(Continued on Page 12)
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Peaches bring back summer memories of yesteryear
(Continued from Page 1)

Memories of almost throwing Roy
out of the canoe when I FINALLY
learned how to eddy turn out of
the bow of the boat. It’s amazing
what necessity, a large rock and an

adrenaline rush can do to drive the
lesson home.
Memories of summers that were
an indulgence of the senses.
Memories of that freezing cold
first dunk in the Guadalupe in the

OF COURSE THEY’LL BELIEVE ME; WHY WOULDN’T
THEY? A woman, who wanted to get her neighbor in trouble with the
law, called the police emergency number in Stockport, England, and
falsely claimed that he had held a machete to her throat during a confrontation in the street. But, before she hung up the phone, she was heard
bragging to her boyfriend about what she had done, saying, “This will get
him nicked now.”
LIVIN’ THE DREAM: A woman was banned from a Walmart in
Wichita Falls, Texas, for riding around the parking lot in an electric cart
while drinking wine from a Pringles can.
WHAT ARE WE UP TO, OFFICER? UH, NOTHING, WHY DO
YOU ASK? Two men in a stolen car were arrested at a traffic stop in
Guthrie, Okla. Inside the vehicle, officers found a handgun, a rattlesnake,
an open bottle of Kentucky bourbon and a cannister of powdered radioactive uranium.
THE MAN HAS HIS PRIORITIES: A man with a blood-alcohol
level more than twice the legal limit went roaring down U.S. 218 near
Iowa City, Iowa, at more than 100 mph, running cars off the highway
before sideswiping a semi and crashing into a ditch. He emerged from
his vehicle holding his beer.
I CAN SEE HIM, OFFICER, CAN’T YOU!? A man in his underwear was taken into custody in Berea, Ky., after police found him at an
animal shelter fighting someone who was not there.
“TIME TRAVELER” ARRESTED: A man, who was arrested for
drunken driving in Conestoga, Pa., had earlier tried to convince his
neighbors that he was from the future and had a time machine in his
trailer.
WILL THAT BE FOR HERE OR TO GO? A man tried to shoplift
a tinfoil-wrapped spaghetti dinner from the hot food section of a grocery
store in Armadale, Australia, by shoving the meal down his pants. But the
container started to burn his leg by the time he got to the check-out, so
he reached into his pants and pulled it out as it started to came apart all
over him.
I DON’T RECALL SEEING YOU AROUND THE STATION,
PAL: A man, pretending to be a cop, flashed his white and amber lights,
pulled over another vehicle on Interstate 4 in Florida, and told the driver
to “slow down.” Unfortunately for him, the driver was an off-duty Lee
County Sheriff’s deputy.
NOW THAT’S WHAT YOU’D CALL A CITIZENS’ ARREST:
A guy was breaking into cars in a high-crime area of Milwaukee when a
group of neighbors converged on him with harmful intent. After, a scuffle,
he wound up on the ground with his shorts around his ankles, surrounded by the neighbors who held him until the police could get there.
HAVEN’T QUITE GOT THE HANG OF THE DRIVING
THING: A man carjacked a minivan at a gas station in Aurora, Ill., at 5:
25 in the morning, but crashed it minutes later. When a good Samaritan
stopped to help him, he stole that guy’s car and drove off, but he rolled
it soon after. At 5:37, a woman stopped to help him, so he stole her car
too. Police spotted him at about 7:30, and gave chase. He crashed once
again, and they arrested him.

heat of a summer’s day that takes
your breath away.
Memories of friends competing
to see who could cook the most
extravagant outdoor meal.
Memories of making beer batter
for fish with nothing but pancake
mix and warm beer.
Memories of George Mutt giving
us a shower after retrieving a stick
from moving water.
Memories of watching the night
sky from our tent and counting
shooting stars.
Memories of being the only one
up in the morning savoring the first
taste of camp stove coffee.
Then we embarked on finding
the fruit stands we saw going to the
rivers. When we headed home,
that one-mile detour turned into 20
to find the peaches.
Some years, the abundance of
rain made the peaches plentiful and
juicy. Other years they were dry, and
finding the little peaches was truly
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a treasure hunt. I think I liked those
little freestone peaches the best
– they were the sweetest.
When we found the peaches, we
bought as many as we could afford.
Of course, the first one didn’t even
make it to the car before juice was
running down our chins.
The trick to buying the right
peaches was to pick the ripe ones
so they would have the maximum
flavor, but not too ripe to spoil in
the heat on the way home. The
heavenly ripe peach smell filled the
car on our return journey.
I always said I was going to make
peach jam – but I never did. I made
peach cobbler once I think, but the
truth is, by the time we got home,
there weren’t that many peaches
left.
I fondly recall the many wonderful
friends we shared our summers with
while hunting roadside peaches who
are no longer earthly bound. Funny
how something as unassuming as

a bag of peaches in a grocery store
could conjure up bygone summers.
Well, I bought that bag of
Fredericksburg peaches in the store
and brought them home. The car
was filled with the bewitching smell
of ripe peaches - and memories. I
was going to make peach fried pies,
but... .
(Jan wants to hear from you.
Write her in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
I CAN DO ANYTHING YOU
CAN DO...
Q. Research into animal
cognition reveals that just about
anything we humans do, other
creatures can do too, says “Popular Science” magazine. Elephants,
anteaters, black bears, bees,
crows — what are their surprising
skills?
A. Elephants use their trunks
“like leaf blowers, blasting jets of
air to push leaves and hay into
easy reach,” says the magazine’s
Kat McGowan. Giant anteaters
can memorize which of eight
feeders in a simple star-shaped
maze contain hidden avocado
treats, and black bears are able to
recognize objects like a shovel or
football from photos.
With only one million neurons
in their brains (compared with 100
billion in humans), bees seem
to discern what they know and
what they don’t know. In a recent
experiment, Australian biologist
Andrew Barron trained honeybees
to determine which of two horizontal lines was above or below the
other, with a sugar-syrup reward
for the correct answer or a bitter
fluid otherwise. But when the lines
were placed side by side, making

a correct answer impossible, many
bees flew away. They recognized
that they didn’t know enough to
get a treat, unlike some humans
who routinely overestimate their
skills.
And in the avian family of crows,
jays and ravens, comparative
cognition professor Nicky Clayton
of Cambridge University uncovered some hidden powers. For this
study, she pitted the birds against
kids in a puzzle requiring causeand-effect reasoning: In a tall,
narrow tube, a treat or a toy floats
on water out of reach of beaks or
small fingers. A jay begins dropping pebbles into the tube, raising
the water level and floating the
food within reach. “But children
younger than eight have a hard
time figuring that out, if at all.”
CAN YOU HEAR YOUR
HEART BEAT?
Q. In what extraordinary room
can you hear your own heartbeat
and nothing else?
A. In an anechoic chamber
“designed to absorb reflections of
sound waves so you hear absolutely nothing,” reports “How It
Works: Book of Amazing Science.”
Heavy concrete and rubber sealed doors lock out any external
noise, while foam - covered walls
absorb internal noise. Even the
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sound of footsteps has been eliminated with a floor of suspended
mesh. “These chambers are
mainly used to test the performance of speakers, microphones
and other products, but they also
help astronauts to prepare for the
eerie silence of space.”
With walls able to absorb 99.9%
of sound, the Orfield Laboratory’s
anechoic chamber in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, until recently held the
Guinness World Record for the
quietest place on Earth. In the
chamber, all you can hear is the
thumping of your heart, likely to
“drive you crazy.” And with no
perceptual cues to help you balance, you feel disoriented and find
it difficult to stand or move.
“The longest anyone has been
able to bear the quiet is 45 minutes.”
BRAIN IMPLANTS AND
NATURE
Q. How are scientists “taking
lessons from creatures that sting,
peck and morph” to make brain
implants more effective?
A. Inspired by the “guide arm”
that mosquitoes use to steady
their bite, Jeffrey Capadona at
Case Western Reserve University developed “a new method
for pushing flexible implants into
the soft, squishy tissue of the
brain,” reports Mike Scott in the
university’s “Think” magazine.
Drawing ideas from how sea
cucumbers change their skin from
rigid to soft and the resilient skulls
of woodpeckers, Capadona’s team
created “a small plastic disc that
stabilizes the implant the same
way a pool stick is stabilized by a
player’s non-dominant hand.”
Brain implants are essential for
monitoring electrical activity and
reducing, for example, the tremors
from Parkinson’s disease, but
they can degrade when the body
attacks them as foreign invaders.
The new, improved implants are
coated with materials to deliver
antioxidants to the brain to discourage long-term tissue damage.
Now the team is researching
how to deploy antioxidants to
prevent tissue damage to the brain
due to opioid use.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Moody Gardens Aquarium ticket winners announced
The response to The Bulletin’s
“One Last Fling Ticket Give-Away
Contest” was overwhelming. We
have selected three winners, who
will each receive four tickets (a
value of $131.80 for each winner)
to the Moody Gardens Aquarium on
Galveston Island.
On the entry coupon, we printed
that there would be two lucky winners, but then decided to add an
additional winner because there
were so many good entries.
All our winners wrote that they
wanted to take their children
or/and grandchildren for an end-ofsummer outing before school starts.
The timing may be a little off
because school has already started,
but the good news is that the aquarium is open daily, and the tickets are

good through Aug. 31.
So, grandparents, grab the kids
after school or on a weekend and
head over soon to see those penguins, sharks, and colorful fish in
the recently remodeled aquarium.
Cynthia Goodwin of Clute
wrote that she wanted to take her
grandkids “on a mini vacation trip
to Galveston before the new school
year starts.”
Unfortunately, school has already
started, but pretend that it is still
summer break and have a good
time learning about ocean life, just
not during school hours.
David Dennis of Angleton also
wants to take his daughter and two
grandsons “to a special time before
they go back to school.”
Same advice, Dennis: Road trip.

Howard Heckethorn of Angleton
wrote: “This would be a great endof-summer outing for me, daughter
and grandson. Love Galveston!”
We second that emotion, especially off-peak season after schools
open, when the crowds are smaller.
We enjoy giving our loyal readers
the chance to win tickets to special
events and places for memorable
times with their families.
For those who didn’t win, there
are more contests planned for the
fall! Look in The Bulletin for entry
forms for upcoming events.
While you are doing that, enjoy
the entertaining and informative
columns and features each week,
as well as the puzzles and comic
strips. We strive to bring you a highquality product each week.

BC fall semester registration continues through Aug. 23
There is still time to register for
classes at Brazosport College.
Registration for the fall 2019
semester is currently ongoing, but
time is running short for those looking to take classes at Brazosport
Classes.
Open registration will end Friday,
Aug. 23, with fall semester classes
beginning Monday, Aug. 26.
Students can register and pay

The Bulletin is good for your business.
Call (979) 849-5407.
Shop Locally First

tuition and fees online from their
own computers at their convenience. To register online, students
can use Brazosport College’s registration system, myBC, which can be
found at www.brazosport.edu/mybc.
Onsite registration is also available at the college during normal
working hours.
New students are not immediately eligible for online reg-

istration, but can start the
registration process by applying
at www.ApplyTexas.org. After the
application process is completed,
prospective students will be
emailed a Student I.D. and a PIN
number.
For more information, visit
www.brazosport.edu/register or call
the college’s main switchboard at
(979) 230-3000.
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Some contents of school backpacks, lunchboxes can be toxic to your dog
Each fall, BluePearl pet hospitals across the country notice a
surge of back-to-school related pet
poisonings and injuries, many of
which involve kids’ backpacks and
lunchboxes.
Some dogs are very good at
unzipping backpacks and lunchboxes and helping themselves to
the contents inside. And after a long
school day, many kids dump their
stuff on the floor when they return
home, creating a nearly irresistible
target.
BluePearl vets urge pet owners
to designate an area in their homes
for backpacks and lunchboxes, so

they’re out of the reach of pets.
For really persistent dogs, this
may mean items are kept behind a
closed door. If that’s not possible,
it’s best that all leftover food be
discarded before the child returns
home.
To ensure a safe and happy pet
this school year, pet owners should
be aware of common lunchbox and
backpack toxins and dangers.
Top Lunchbox Toxins
• Gum (which can contain xylitol)
• Grapes and raisins
• Macadamia nuts
• Onions
• Moldy food

• Cold packs used to keep food
cool
Top Backpack Toxins/
Dangers
• Pencils and arts and crafts
• Small toys

• ADHD medications
• Albuterol inhalers
• OTC medications, such as
NSAIDs and acetaminophen
• Homemade slime
• Hand sanitizer

DOGS AND CHOCOLATE: Dogs that eat a small amount of chocolate
should be able to avoid veterinary treatment. But more acutely poisoned
dogs are generally treated by inducing vomiting and administering activated
charcoal to absorb any methylxanthines remaining in the gut.
Use Kennel Dip (R) to treat
fleas, ticks, manage stable
flies & mosquitoes where
they breed. At Tractor Supply.
www.kennelvax.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Mixed Beverage
Permit (MB), Late Hours Permit
(LB) and Beverage Cartage Permit
(PE), by Depriest & Cruz LLC,
Managing Members, Robert Allen
Depriest Jr. and Daniel Cruz, operating as 10 Pin Entertainment, to
be located at 1040 S. Velasco
Angleton, Brazoria County, Texas
77515.
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Actions provides an evening for grandparents and grandkids to have a ball on Sept. 6
By B.A. Belthoff
The Bulletin

Get out your fancy attire or best
pair of jeans and grab grandma for
the second annual Grandparents’
Ball, which will be on Sept. 6 from
6 to 9 p.m.
Grandparents of Brazoria County
can enjoy an evening filled with
food, fun, photos and the foxtrot
with their grandchildren when
ActionS Inc. turns the Brazoria
County Fairgrounds Auditorium into
a magical place.
ActionS is an acronym for
Active Citizens Taking Interest in
Our Needy Seniors, embodying
the organization’s original purpose. Partially funded through the
Older Americans Act of 1965, the
primary mission of Actions Inc.
of Brazoria County is to provide
Brazoria seniors aged 60 and older
with nutrition and transportation,
enabling them to remain healthy
and independent, while maintaining
their dignity and purpose of life.
Every service is provided free
to the Brazoria County senior.

“We don’t want them to have to go
without eating so they can afford
another necessity, such as (electric) power or medication,” said
Executive Director Breah Knape.
A dietician ensures the meals,
prepared by a Houston food provider, will meet the dietary needs of
seniors. Actions delivers the meals
to 4,500 homebound seniors each
month and serves an additional
3,200-3,500 congregate meals, in
six centers, throughout the county.
Homebound meals are frozen and
delivered to the shut-in seniors
once a week. Each of the homebound seniors receiving meals also
receives two weekly reassurance
phone calls. “It’s a little check-in
to see if they are doing O.K.,” said
Knape. For some, it can be their
only opportunity to speak with
another person outside their home.
Knape is always busy building
up her volunteer base to help with
delivery of homebound meals. She
is also looking for sponsors for
this wonderful event. The monies
raised from the annual ball will help

to expand the number of locations to serve congregate meals.
Another goal is to obtain funding
for a full-time transportation van, as
the number of trips provided each
month are continuing to increase.
“The transportation program that
brings seniors to medical appointments also provides a way for them
to get to essential places, such as
the grocery store, pharmacy and
post office that they may not be
able to get to, unless it were for our
vans,” Knape explained. Two of the
vans are wheelchair accessible.
“If one of these vans needs repair,
then part of the county will lose its
wheelchair accessible transportation until we are back in service.”
She wanted to create an annual
fundraiser to benefit the adult community they serve and include community leaders, as well. Knowing
that mother-son and father-daughter dances are well-attended, she
wanted to figure out something for
grandparents to do with the kids.
Knape and her staff are planning
a fun evening for both grandchild
and grandparent. You’ll enjoy

dinner, dancing, a silent auction,
making funny faces in the photo
booth and playing games. Just be
sure to visit the candy bar, ‘cause
mom isn’t watching!
A new surprise at this year’s
ball is the presentation of the
Senior Citizen of the Year Award,
recognizing an outstanding senior
for their service to the community. Nominees must be at least
60 years of age and be living in
Brazoria County for one year.
An individual or a couple can be
nominated.
Nominations can be made by
filling out the nomination form
printed in this week’s Senior Focus
pages of The Bulletin and attaching
a one-page narrative describing
why the individual or couple war-

rant recognition. All nominations
must be received by the close of
business on Aug. 30. Mail nominations to Actions, Inc. of Brazoria
County, 1524 E Mulberry Suite 135,
Angleton, Texas, 77515.
Knape says she has always
been drawn to older people. She
choked up when admitting that
most people forget about seniors
– even members of their own families. “We wouldn’t have what we
have today, if it weren’t for them.”
Individual tickets to the ball are
$15, and there are multiple levels
of sponsorship still available. To
obtain tickets, sponsor, or volunteer
to help with the event, please contact Actions Inc. at (979) 849-6132,
or log onto www.actionsinc.org to
purchase online.

More living longer, but also falling more
Kaiser Health News (TNS)

Older adults worried about falling typically receive general advice: Take an
exercise class. Get your vision checked. Stop taking medications for sleep.
Install grab bars in the bathroom.
A new study suggests that sort of advice hasn’t proved to be very effective: Nearly three times more adults age 75 and older died from falls in 2016
than in 2000, according to a recent report in the Journal of the American
Medical Association.
In 2016, 25,189 people in this age group died from falls, compared with
8,613 in 2000. The rate of fatal falls for adults 75 and older more than
doubled during this period, from 51.6 per 100,000 people in 2000 to 122.2
per 100,000 people in 2016, the report found.
What’s needed to check this alarming trend, experts suggest, is a more
personalized approach to preventing falls, more involvement by medical
practitioners and better ways to motivate older adults to take action.
Elizabeth Burns, a co-author of the report and health scientist at the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said it’s not yet clear why fatal
falls are increasing. Older adults are probably more vulnerable because
they’re living longer with conditions such as diabetes and cardiovascular disease and taking more brain-altering medications such as opioids, she noted.
By 2030, the CDC projects, 49 million older adults will fall each year,
resulting in 12 million injuries and more than $100 billion in health-related
spending.
Since 2012, the CDC has tried to turn the situation around by encouraging
physicians to adopt evidence-based fall prevention practices. But doctors still
are not doing enough to help older patients.
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SENIOR FUN

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

As summer winds down, fall plans
are being made for fun times for
area seniors.
The fourth quarter sign-ups for the
senior Traveler’s Club at Angleton
Recreation Center will begin Sept.
12 at 8 a.m. with the club meeting
at 10 a.m. in Room 1. This will be
for the fall trips being planned for
October through December. Signing
up early or/and going to the meeting
is a good idea to reserve space for
popular future trips.
One of the next activities is going
to the movies to see “Where’d you
go, Bernadette?” The film is about
a woman who has it all and disappears, so her husband and daughter
set out to find her. The van leaves
the rec center at 10:30 a.m. The fee
is $3 for transportation, so those
who sign up should bring money for
admission to the theater.
A showing of “South Pacific” will
be offered for free at the rec center
on Aug. 29 at 10:30 a.m. Wash
that man right out of your hair while
enjoying free popcorn also.
The Lunch Bunch will ride to
Pearland on Sept. 5 with a visit to
First Watch, leaving at 10 a.m. The
fee is only $3, not including the cost
of lunch.
Then on Friday, Sept. 27, seniors
will be heading to the Hometown
Opry in Pasadena. Music from the
50s will be featured. The van leaves
at 4 p.m. and returns in the evening. The fee is $13, which doesn’t
include a meal, so bringing payment
to cover dinner is suggested.
At the Lake Jackson Civic Center,
the Lake Jackson Senior Citizens
Commission will hold a discussion
Aug. 26 at 10 a.m. about “Options
for Senior Living.”
Then on Aug. 27, there will be a
Bingo & Pizza Party at 6 p.m.
On Sept. 5, there will be 42-style
dominoes at 5:30 p.m.
The Lake Jackson Recreation
Center will take a group to Joe’s
Bar-B-Que in Alvin on Friday, Sept.
13 for lunch, leaving the rec center
at 10 a.m. The transportation fee is
$7 for members or $10 for nonmembers. Please bring payment for
lunch if you’re signed up. Sign-ups
end the Friday before the trip or
when spots are filled.
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Nominate your favorite senior citizen for this award
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Beware of ‘Social Security’ phone scams

By Nicole Tiggemann

Tribune News Service (TNS)

Social Security officials urge you to always be cautious and to avoid
providing sensitive information, such as your Social Security number
(SSN) or bank account information, to people you don’t know well.
If you receive a call and aren’t expecting one, you must be extra careful.
You can always get the caller’s information, hang up, and — if you do
need more clarification — contact the official phone number of the business or agency that the caller claims to represent. Never reveal personal
data to a stranger who called you.
There’s a scam going around right now. You might receive a call from
someone claiming to be from Social Security or another agency. Calls
can even display 1-800-772-1213, Social Security’s national customer
service number, as the incoming number on your caller ID. In some cases,
the caller states that Social Security does not have all of your personal
information, such as your SSN, on file. Other callers claim Social Security
needs additional information so the agency can increase your benefit
payment, or that Social Security will terminate your benefits if they do
not confirm your information. This appears to be a widespread issue, as
reports have come from people across the country. These calls are NOT
from Social Security.
Callers sometimes state that your SSN is at risk of being deactivated
or deleted. The caller then asks you to call a phone number to resolve
the issue. People should be aware that the scheme’s details may vary;
however, you should avoid engaging with the caller or calling the number
provided, as the caller might attempt to acquire personal information.
Social Security employees occasionally contact people by telephone for
customer-service purposes. In only a very few special situations, such as
when you have business pending with us, will a Social Security employee
request that the person confirm personal information over the phone.
Social Security employees will NEVER threaten you or promise a Social
Security benefit approval or increase in exchange for information. In those
cases, the call is fraudulent, and you should just HANG UP. If you receive
these calls, please report the information to the Office of the Inspector
General at 1-800-269-0271 or online at oig.ssa.gov/report.
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Gathering Place events, programs offer help, hope
By Brenda Maust

Founder - Gathering Place

One of the most frightening words
to most people is “Alzheimer’s,”
conjuring up dread and fear. People
have been told for years that the
neurological disease could not be
prevented, treated, or cured.
Consequently, half of people with
the disease never get a diagnosis,
and those who do seek medical
help usually have had symptoms
three years.
A new study presented at the
annual international Alzheimer’s
conference last month concluded
that with five lifestyle changes, one
out of every three people can avoid
Alzheimer’s altogether.
Gathering Place’s Brain Camp
course lists 13 triggers for improvement and 9 lifestyle adaptations
to emulate to prevent or delay the
disease.
“Our newest version of Brain
Camp, which begins in October,
cites 47 clinical trials and studies,”
said Erika Longoria, GP Education
coordinator. Brain Camp has been
a Gathering Place program since
2011.
Brain Camp is only one of an
array of Gathering Place services
and resources for families affected
by dementia.
“Gatherings,” free four-hour

socials designed for people with
memory disorders, began in Angleton in 2007. The non-profit charity
now provides 38 hours of activity
programming at nine congregations
in Clute, Lake Jackson, Alvin, and
Angleton. Caregivers may drop off
their family members and take that
time to rest.
Two support groups are offered.
A younger-onset group meets in
Angleton at the main office, 200 E.
Mulberry, on the first Thursday of
each month at 6:30 pm. Lunch and
day care are provided at the group
that meets at First Christian Church,
1212 S. Durant in Alvin, from noon
until 2 pm on the first Friday of each
month.
The Alzheimer’s Awareness
Project presents events to create
dementia awareness and encourage
early detection. Events include conferences, resource fairs, memory
screening socials, educational seminars for healthcare professionals,
and working with the sheriff’s office,
annual recognition and response
training for law enforcement and
emergency medical professionals.
Memory screenings each
November at Brazoria County
Libraries have been the largest

community-based screenings in
the U.S. for 7 years. More than 200
organizations have helped at these
events. Dale Libby, CEO, said:
“Early detection is critical. When
caught in the earliest stages, some
types of Alzheimer’s can be slowed,
or even reversed.”
Two other GP programs are targeted to specific populations. “Early
Stage Coaches” is an affiliate offering 1:1 lifestyle coaching to delay or
reverse symptoms.
“Meta Camp” is a two-month
weight loss program for people with
metabolic syndrome (high blood
pressure, triglycerides, or cholesterol; diabetes or pre-diabetes; belly
fat).
Libby added “We are proud of
our newest program. People with
metabolic syndrome are at very
high risk of Alzheimer’s. In our first
classes, several people were able
to eliminate insulin injections and to
quit some of their medications. Our
next class starts Sept. 12.”
Gathering Place offices are at
200 E. Mulberry, Angleton. Office
hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. Call (979)
308-4525 or go to our website at
www.GatheringPlace Brazoria.org.

Dementia is a group of conditions characterized by impairment of at least two brain
functions – memory loss and judgment. Symptoms include forgetfulness, limited
social skills, and thinking abilities so impaired that it interferes with daily functioning.
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Many seniors have problems with gadgets on new cars Seniors most at risk during heat waves
By Bailey Aldridge

The Charlotte Observer (TNS)

Older drivers are more distracted
by technology in their cars than
younger drivers are, a study found.
On average, drivers ages 55 to 75
take their eyes off the road for “more
than eight seconds longer” than
drivers age 21-36 when “performing simple tasks like programming
navigation or tuning the radio using
in-vehicle infotainment technology,”
the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety
study said.
AAA recommends that drivers,
especially those who are older, avoid

using in-vehicle technology while
driving unless it’s for an emergency,
practice using voice commands and
touch screens while parked and
avoid cars with a center console
controller for infotainment technology, the study said.
The AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety is a nonprofit organization
that researches the causes of traffic
deaths and injuries and educates the
public on ways to prevent crashes,
according to its website.
Researchers used six different
cars, all made in 2018, and had 128
drivers, divided into the two age
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groups, perform tasks such as using
voice commands and touch screens,
make a call, send a text and program
navigation while they drove, the
study said.
They found the technology created
“potentially unsafe distractions” for
everyone, but those in the older
group were at a higher risk and took
anywhere from 4.7 to 8.6 seconds
longer to do the tasks, the study said.
While it took drivers in the younger
group 31.4 seconds to input navigation, it took drivers in the older group
40 seconds. Sending a text and
making a call took younger drivers
27.7 seconds and 17.7 seconds,
respectively, but it took older drivers
33.8 seconds and 24.4 seconds.
But Jake Nelson, director of traffic
safety advocacy and research, said
in the study it’s a “design problem,”
not an age problem.
Complex technology with complicated menus or voice commands
makes it harder for older drivers to
complete what should be simple
tasks while driving, the study said.
“Designing systems to meet the
safety and comfort needs of aging
drivers would benefit all of us today,
and for years to come,” Nelson said.
Seniors are becoming the fastest
growing demographic in the country,
and by 2030, they will make up 20%
of drivers on the road, the study said.

Some may like it hot, but the Association of Mature American Citizens
[AMAC] warns that older Americans
are at risk when summertime temperatures rise. AMAC president Dan
Weber says that heat waves, the
kind that have engulfed the nation
recently, can cause illness and death
among seniors.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control [CDC] on average there are more than 650 heat
related deaths in the U.S. each year
and many more suffer heat related
illness during heat waves. Between
the years of 1999 and 2010 a total
of 8,081 deaths were recorded, 36
percent of them or 2,901 of them,
were over 65 years of age.
“The elderly living in cities are
most vulnerable when temperatures
soar. Cities are known as ‘urban heat
islands’ among weather forecasters
because the streets, sidewalks and

the concrete used in the construction of high rise buildings absorb the
heat,” Weber explains. “For example,
1995 was a banner year for heat
waves and some 1,000 people died
across the country. Nearly threequarters of those fatalities occurred
in the big city of Chicago.”
Cramps, nausea, dizziness and
other similar complaints during hot
weather may be signs that the heat is
getting the best of you and that you
need to get help if these symptoms
persist for more than half an hour.
“Better yet take precautions to
avoid becoming a victim. Cold drinks,
water and juices, are recommended.
Don’t drink coffee or tea because
the caffeine is dehydrating. Alcoholic
beverages are also dehydrating and,
thus, should be avoided on hot days.
Stay in the shade if you are out of
doors and wear a hat and light clothing,” Weber suggests.
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New Clarion season showcases multi-platinum recording artists
For the past 13 years, The
Clarion at Brazosport College has
brought some of the world’s finest
recording artists to Brazosport
College. The Clarion’s 14th season
will continue that trend with another
season of shows that will appeal to
all musical tastes.
The upcoming 2019-2020 performance season will feature two
series, the Acoustic Series and the
Curated Series. The Acoustic Series
will feature internationally known
country, Americana and popular
music artists, while the Curated
Series will feature classical, jazz
and popular music artists with educational and community outreach
programs.
This season’s Acoustic Series
will highlight some of music’s
most recognizable names, starting with multi-platinum recording

artist Mark Chesnutt, followed by
performances by Larry, Steve and
Rudy, famously known as the Gatlin
Brothers, and the Texas Tenors later
in the season. Also scheduled this
season is Grammy-winning pop
artist Colbie Caillat’s new country
band, Gone West, as well as Roots
& Boots, which is a collaboration of
three country superstars, Sammy
Kershaw, Aaron Tippin and Collin
Raye.
Other highlights include an
appearance by Grammy-winning
R&B and jazz singer Patti Austin
with our own Brazosport Jazz
Orchestra, as well as a return
performance by local favorite, Blue
Water Highway.
This is only the beginning of a big
season, though.
The Curated Series will also
usher in some of the top classical

and jazz artists, including singer/
trombonist Aubrey Logan, the multiGrammy-winning choral ensemble,
The King’s Singers, and one of
the most popular brass ensembles
today, Canadian Brass.
The Curated Series will also
feature Hotel California, “A Salute to
the Eagles,” which is the only show
with official authorization to perform
the Eagles catalog of music. This
performance will also feature the
Brazosport Symphony Orchestra.
Also, for children of all ages, the
Clarion is bringing in Garry Krinsky’s
fun-filled, science-themed show,
“Toying with Science.”
Full season and individual
tickets are available for all of this
year’s shows. Call the Clarion box
office at (979) 230-3156, or visit
Brazosport.edu/clarion for more
information.

The Gatlin Brothers will be at The Clarion on Nov. 1

Gone West featuring Colbie Caillat to appear at The Clarion on Dec. 13.

Climbing on roof to scare brother
turned out to be a bad idea

By Elizabeth Orendorff
The Bulletin

Scheduled Classes
Aug. 24; Sept. 7, 21
9am - 3pm

I’ll never forget the time my
brother tried to shoot me.
It was a warm spring day, and I
was a bored eight-year-old tomboy
moping around the yard looking for
something - anything - to get into.
Like always, my mother was at
work, leaving just me and my 13year-old brother, Charles, at home.
On this day, he was a real bore,
choosing to lie in bed and read
instead of taking me fishing. Well,
I got to thinking and looking at the
roof. I figured I could climb the tree
next to the bathroom window and
make it up there.
Now, Mother had told me time
and again never to get up there, but
that made it more the challenge.
Besides, 1 thought it’d give Charles
a scare to hear someone stomping
around over his head. He deserved
it.
My plan was good, and soon I
was stomping and jumping right
over his room. I just knew he had to
be scared.
What I didn’t figure on was two
bullets coming up through the roof.
When they did, I scampered to the

edge and looked down, planning to
jump even if I broke a leg.
There stood Charles with his .410
in his hands, aiming at me.
I fell on my stomach and
screamed.
Boy, was he mad when he saw it
was his sister, brat that she was.
I tried to figure out how I could get
down quick enough to outrun him,
but saw it wasn’t possible.
He was so mad I didn’t think
he’d ever stop screaming at me.
I got tired of hearing about how
mad Mother would be - like I didn’t
already know.
True to older brother form, he
couldn’t wait to tell her when she
got home. He didn’t even give her a
chance. to get in the door.
She was hot as red pepper. When
Mother got through with me, I knew
l’d remember my roof escapade.
Once we became adults and
friends, myy brother and I enjoyed
many a laugh about our close
encounter.
Well, adult is a relative term.
(Send comments by email to
editor at john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Or send regular mail to The Bulletin,
P.O. Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516)
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16-inning National League Chamyears earlier. He had died in bed
pionship Series game with the
watching a Dodgers game.
Mets. The Astros lost the game,
He requested that the pastor at
Sam, I took the job at the Post.
but gained a fan.
his funeral lead mourners in “Take
I rooted for the Astros, except
I have been a fan through the
Me Out to the Ball Game.”
when they played the Dodgers.
Killer B’s, Lima Time and seasons
It was unconventional, but it
I was crushed in 1980 when Joe
with more than 100 losses.
actually turned out to be a memoNiekro beat the Dodgers 7-1 in the
The 2017 victory in the World
rable moment.
winner-take-all contest for the NL
Series gave me bragging rights
There are worse ways to go.
West.
over family and friends back in L.A.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
My allegiance shifted one afterMy father, a devoted Dodgers
reader input. Please contact Ernie
noon in 1986. I played hooky from
fan, had passed away several
at williamsonernie@gmail.com).
work and witnessed the thrilling

Memories of baseball’s bygone days and today’s Astros
(Continued from Page 1)

sion they would be just as happy
playing a pickup game in a sandlot.
I love the enthusiasm of Jose
Altuve, the smile on George
Springer’s face after a hit, the
poses of Alex Bregman after a
homer, Yordan Alvarez’s raw power
and even Yuli Gurriel’s hair. It’s a
team that is hard not to root for.
And winning helps.
The Astros haven’t always been
my team, however.
I was born in Los Angeles in
1947, a decade before the Dodgers arrived. As a kid, I watched the
Hollywood Stars and Los Angeles
Angels, two minor league teams.
For 25 cents, a kid could sit in the
bleachers for a doubleheader.
I would watch Dizzy Dean
announce major league games
on black and white television, but
I had no rooting interest. That
changed when I was six and my
dad took me to Yankee Stadium
during a vacation.
Dad wasn’t the type to stay put.
So before the game, he told my
cousin to look after me. He was
going to look around.
Minutes later he returned and
said he wanted to show me something. He led me into the bowels
of Yankee Stadium, where I was
introduced to his new friend, who
happened to be the security guard
outside the Yankees locker room.
The guard told me to wait there
and gave me a baseball to get
autographs. Sure enough, out
came the Mick, Whitey, Moose,
Yogi and the rest of the Yankees in
their pinstripes. I was hooked on

the Bronx Bombers.
I was such a Yankees fan that I
got in trouble smuggling a transistor radio into school so I could
listen to the 1955 World Series.
I remained a Yankees fan even
after the Dodgers moved west for
the 1958 season.
Sure, I went to Dodgers games
at the Coliseum. I would go early
for batting practice because the
left field seats were only 251 feet
away, inadequately protected by a
42-foot high screen.
This enterprising Little Leaguer
could corral enough baseballs
from batting practice homers to
supply his team for the season,
particularly when Willie Mays and
the Giants came to town.
But while family and friends
were rooting for the Dodgers, I
remained loyal to the Yankees.
I was heartbroken in 1963 when
the Dodgers swept the Yankees in
the World Series behind starting
pitchers Sandy Koufax, Don Drysdale and Johnny Podres.
It was a broadcaster, not a
player, who converted me into a
Dodgers fan. Night after night,
while doing homework, I would
listen to Vin Scully weave wonderful stories about baseball and the
players. His would be the last voice
I would hear before falling asleep.
In 1969 I came to Houston to
interview at the Houston Post. I
made sure to visit the Astrodome
with its air conditioning, spectacular scoreboard and five restaurants. It truly did seem like the
“Eighth Wonder of the World.”
After a two-year stint with Uncle

Heritage foundation plans meeting to
invite community to join, help with events

The Brazoria Heritage Foundation President David Jordan announced
that the group is having a get-together to acquaint the general public and
interested citizens with the workings of the Heritage Foundation.
If you would like to become involved in maintenance, the community
museum, fundraisers, genealogy library, the October Pumpkin Patch or the
Shake Rattle & Roll concert coming on Sept. 14 in the Theater, please come
to our meeting, and we will try to answer your questions and give you a job.
The Brazoria Heritage began in 2002 when the Elementary School closed
down, and the students started going to Barrow Elementary. A group of
former students decided they didn’t want to see the old school torn down and
apartments being built there.
They formed a Board of Directors, elected officers, and the CBISD gave
the property to BHF for $1. For more information, please call David Jordan at
(979) 824-0455
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Paper publishing is trickier without modern conveniences County museum to host Anthony Head
(Continued from Page 1)

rough it. The cell phone signal is
great near the highway, but where
we stay, it’s touch and go. By tethering a notebook to the laptops we
take up there, we get just enough of
a signal to work.
Every now and then we can even
stream a baseball game or other
video, but that’s rare.
It all works out well enough most
of the time, like going camping
in a tent rather than an RV. It’s a
different experience, but both are
fun. The RV is a better experience, though, when it’s 95 degrees
outside.
There is only one glitch. When
the time comes to send the paper
to the printer, the tethering has
trouble handling it. Sometimes I can
get enough of a bandwidth to post
it in about an hour, in which case I
just watch TV or relax on the porch.
These days, though, my presence
on the porch lasts about 10 minutes
before I start sweating profusely.
We don’t take the paper to the
printer anymore; we zap it into their
server. It’s a lot easier. We just have
to make one trip to pick up the fin-

ished product. Someday, they may
be able to just zap the paper back to
us, but for now, we still have to use
vans for the second part.
Often, though, the transmission
fails. That’s what happened during
a recent visit when I was watching “Green Acres” while waiting for
the paper to upload to the printer’s
server.
“Green Acres” is a TV sitcom
that aired on CBS from 1965 to
1971, starring Eddie Albert and Eva
Gabor as a couple who move from
New York City to the country. In the
introductory song, he praises the
“fresh air,” while she laments “Times
Square,” as they bid “goodbye, city
life.” (That’s Sharon and I at the
hideout.)
The show is about Oliver Wendell
Douglas (Albert), an erudite New
York City attorney, fulfilling his
dream to be a farmer, and Lisa
Douglas (Gabor), his glamorous
Hungarian wife, dragged unwillingly
from an upscale Manhattan penthouse apartment to a ramshackle
farm.
In this episode, Oliver got a
phone call and had to climb to the

top of the pole to answer it. That’s
where the phone was because they
ran out of wire. Just about the time
he answered it, the phone rang on
the other pole.
It gave me an idea. Instead of
waiting and hoping for the transmission to go through, why don’t I take
my computer setup a few miles
towards the city, where I can get a
full 4G data signal? Oliver climbed a
pole to be able to live on a farm and
answer his phone. All I have to do is
drive a little.
I pulled up to the convenience
store parking lot and restarted
the whole process. I was done in
about 10 minutes. It would have
been even quicker had I not sent
a few more messages and emails,
enjoying the comparatively lightning
speed signal.
The paper was dispatched, and
I could return to my sort-of farm
and finish some chores. Watching
“Green Acres” on free TV saved me
a lot of aggravation that day. Who
needs wi-fi when I have a notebook
and a car?
I do. But I won’t get it. I like
roughing it, like Oliver and Lisa.

Drivers everywhere could use a refresher course in courtesy
(Continued from Page 1)

are going the speed limit. (I think it’s
important to mention at this point
that there isn’t a road in New Jersey
that I drove on where the speed limit
sign read 70!) The car behind you
moves right, cutting off the person in
the right lane.
The driver accelerates to get snug
up to the car ahead of them, only to
instantly move left again, squeezing
into the middle lane in front of you,
when there really isn’t a car’s length
of space to do it. Then, if that isn’t
bad enough, the driver moves into
the far left lane, still accelerating,
moving right again, this time cutting
off the car ahead of you.
Continuing to move right, Speedy
cuts across all lanes, only to exit
the highway. The cutting-over takes
place whether or not there are cars
in those lanes. That’s irrelevant.
And not once did they use their
directional. Just get out of the way
because speed racer is moving
over, and he’s only got 50 feet to get
off the highway. He might as well

turn the car perpendicular to drive
toward the exit.
And that is what I fondly refer to
as the Texas Two-Step. The first
time I witnessed this, I was totally
dismayed.
“What just happened?”
It doesn’t even make any sense.
If you’re planning on exiting the
highway, why go through all of that
zigging and zagging? It’s not like
you didn’t know you were coming
up on your exit. The signs on the
highway give you plenty of time
to put yourself in a position to exit
the highway safely – like two miles
worth of time. And each half mile or
so, you get another reminder.
Maybe the signage needs to be
more dramatic so that these folks
who are in a perpetual state of hurry
pay more attention. They could
read: Planning on taking the next
exit; it’s now one-and-a-half miles
away. Get in the slow lane. The next
one might say: Hey Speedy, you in
the right lane yet? The last reminder
should read something like this: Put

the phone down and stop texting
because now there’s only a quarter
mile between here and your exit!
I’ve witnessed the Texas TwoStep almost every time I’m driving
on the highway so that I now just
shake my head and laugh, even
though it isn’t funny, because any
driver doing this puts a lot of people
in danger.
By now you’re probably thinking
that New Jersey drivers can’t be
any better. You’re right. They have
their share of idiosyncrasies while
driving.
To be fair, though, the signage
in the Garden State has nothing on
Texas. In the New York/New Jersey
metropolitan area, you need to
know where you are going before
you get in the car – even if you’re
headed to a new destination. Why?
Because you can’t rely on there
being enough signs or even a sign
to alert you to the street or exit you
may need to take. It changes driving from an activity that takes you
from place to place to an adventure

Join the Brazoria County Historical Museum on Thursday, Aug. 22,
at 6:30 p.m. as it hosts author
Anthony Head for his book, “Spirit:
The Life and Art of Jesse Treviño.”
Limited quantities of the book
will be available
for sale at the
museum during
the event.
Admission to
the program is
free. For more
information,
telephone (979)
864-1208 or
visit the Museum’s website at
www.bchm.org.
Head will
discuss his
book, which
presents the inspiring story of artist
Jesse Treviño. Treviño is internationally known for realist paintings
and public artworks representing
the history and cultural institutions
of Mexican Americans. He was born
in Monterrey, Mexico, in 1946, but
grew up in San Antonio.

He was drafted and sent to
Vietnam in 1966.
Under heavy fire, he sustained
life-threatening injuries, including to his right arm, with which he
painted. He went
through two years
of rehabilitation
therapy and the
amputation of his
right arm.
Treviño was
determined to
learn how to draw
and paint with his
left hand. He later
decided to enroll
in San Antonio
College.
Treviño painted
the buildings,
the people, the
cars and pick-up
trucks that populated his West Side
neighborhood. This was all going
on at the same time that Mexican
Americans were fighting for their
civil rights. Head’s sensitive and
elegant biography now offers readers a story of sheer determination to
follow a dream.

that leaves you wondering if you
will actually get to where you are
going.
Another issue up north, and
probably other places, too, is when
the street you are traveling on has
the same name as the cross street!
Being aware of the direction you are
traveling and where you are located
is critical. It’s similar to when you
enter the 610 loop. I find myself
panicking as I’m not as well-versed
in the positioning of streets in and
around the city. It seems when I
anticipate the signs will indicate
610 north or south, the signage will
instead say east or west. That’s
when the panic sets in. I thought
I was traveling east. Now which
way do I go? And then I remember,
what’s the worst thing that could
happen? I’ll just drive around in a
big circle and use lots of gas while
supporting the oil and gas industry.
You’ll know you’re traveling
behind me because I’ll be the one
using directionals, or as we say in
New Jersey, blinkers. I don’t understand why drivers don’t use them.
They make a fun sound, and they
light up, letting drivers around you

know you intend to turn or change
lanes.
Remember when you were a kid,
and you’d sit in the driver’s seat
of your parents’ car, pretending
to drive it when it was parked in
the driveway? I would push every
button and turn every knob. I’d even
make the blinker sound when I’d hit
the directional wand. My dad would
get in the car with the radio blasting,
the windshield wipers pumping and
the turn indicator blinking.
“Were you playing in the car,”
He’d ask?
Of course, I always blamed it on
my brother.
I’m not sure what can be done
about the Texas Two-Step. Coming
home from the store recently, I
witnessed the same maneuver on a
well-traveled county road. What is
significant is that it was performed
by a county constable. Even though
he was quick, quick, he wound up
having to wait, wait to turn at the
light – just like me.
(New-ish Texas resident B.A.
Belthoff welcomes your comments. You can reach her at
babelthoff@gmail.com.)
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When daughters go on dates, dad lurks in the shadows
(Continued from Page 1)

this disturbing turn of events based
on my own history of dating. Ever
since I “married” my girlfriend during
kindergarten recess in a beautiful
but brief ceremony involving rings
made of Play-Doh and a minister
wearing a Big Bird T-shirt, I’ve had a
keen romantic interest. I won’t even

get into the amorous exploits of my
teen years, except to say that they
were an acid-washed denim blur of
Polo cologne fumes and Richard
Marx ballads. But these experiences
don’t make it any easier to accept
that my little girls are growing up,
and I’m that much closer to wearing
black dress socks with shorts and

suspenders.
Nowadays, when a hairy-legged
interloper first comes to the house in
hopes of taking one of my daughters out on a date, I always give him
my famous “dad talk.”
This conversation includes a
reminder that when my daughter is
in his hormone-inflamed presence,
he is responsible for all aspects of
her welfare. The young dude-person
is only allowed to respond in the
affirmative, followed by “Sir,” “Your
Excellence,” “Your Eminence,” “O
Captain! My Captain!” or some other
appropriate honorific.
I then offer to show him my
collection of frozen cadavers. Ha!
No, really, I just assure him that I
know all of the good places to hide
a body.
Once one of my daughters leaves
on the date, and I finish blubbering,
my wife and I begin obsessively
tracking her with the nifty Life360
app on our iPhones.
For those of you still using a
phone that requires you to extend
an antenna, Life360 is a smartphone application that enables you
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to see the exact location of your
child’s smartphone at all times. (I’m
still waiting for the upgrade that
allows me to deliver a mild electric
charge to my daughter if she gets
too close to her male counterpart’s
make-out zone.)
When the date finally concludes,
and I see the headlights of the
friend-boy’s car from between the
window blinds, through which I’ve
been squinting for the previous 10
minutes, I usually find an excuse to
go out front – like a sudden need to
pull weeds, in the dark.
I know it sounds overprotective,
but I feel it’s my responsibility to
ensure that the only physical “sharing” going on in the car involves a

phone charger.
So far, I’m pleased to report that
the young men my daughters have
dated are well-behaved and polite. (I
also know their parents – and have
access to embarrassing childhood
photos.) More importantly, I’m very
proud of the lovely, sensible young
ladies my daughters have become.
And I want them to know that even
when they’re all grown up and married with children of their own, I’ll
still be here for them, wearing my
black dress socks with shorts and
suspenders while I pull weeds in the
front yard.
Copyright 2019.
Graves is an award-winning
humor columnist from East Texas.

If you enjoy reading The Bulletin weekly, please
tell a friend about us and pick up an extra copy.
Let our advdertisers know you saw their ad in The
Bulletin. To advertise, call 979-849-5407.
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JPMorgan picks AI over humans to write advertising copy
By Joseph N. DiStefano

The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

JPMorgan Chase, the largest
U.S. bank, says New York-based
Persado’s “artificial intelligence
message machine” wrote ads that
generated two to five times the
response it got from traditional
human copywriters.

So, it has rewarded Persado
with a five-year deal “to generate
the highest-performing marketing
creative” content using artificial
intelligence, or AI.
According to the bank, an AIgenerated, pilot Chase promotion
titled “LIMITED TIME OFFER: We’ll
reward you with $5 Cash Back when

you go paperless” generated nearly
double the “unique clicks” compared
with JPMorgan Chase copywriters’
original “Go paperless and earn $5
Cash Back.”
A Persado promotion that claimed
“It’s true — You can unlock cash
from the equity in your home” with
a quick “Click To Apply” button

attracted 47 applications a week;
humans’ “Access cash from the
equity in your home” with a “Take a
look” button raised just 25 a week.
And the AI system’s “REGARDING YOUR CARD: 5% Cash Back
Is Waiting For You” generated
nearly five times the “unique clicks”
of human-made “HURRY, IT ENDS
DECEMBER 31 Earn 5% Cash
Back At Department Stores, Wholesale Clubs,” etc.
“Persado’s technology is incredibly promising. It rewrote copy and
headlines that a marketer, using
subjective judgment and their
experience, likely wouldn’t have.
And they worked,” JPMorgan chief
marketing officer Kristin Lemkau
said in a statement. “We think this is
just the beginning.”
Is the bank squeezing out creative copywriters?
“Machine learning is the path to
more humanity in marketing,” and
in “internal communications” to the
bank’s 200,000-plus employees,
Lemkau said.
The Persado “message machine”
builds copy from a database of more
than one million words and phrases.
The company has been working
with Chase to improve and test marketing messages for its credit card

and home loan businesses since
2016. Other clients include the computer-maker Dell, the online travel
firm Expedia, Humana insurance,
and the retailer Williams Sonoma.
Persado chief executive and
cofounder Alex Vratskides praised
Lemkau’s marketing organization
as “true visionaries.” He said his
company’s goal is to “disrupt choice
of words by utilizing AI, machine
learning and data” to harness the
full power of words” and better
reach customers. The company
claims more than 250 corporate and
marketing-firm clients.
The platform “created language
that resonates more with our
customers,” said Abeer Bhatia,
New York-based head of marketing
growth and innovation at Chase
Card Services (and a Franklin and
Marshall alumnus), which employs
a large proportion of the 10,000
JPMorgan employees in Delaware.
Will this wipe out Madison
Avenue-style creative businesses?
There’s still room for human decision-making, says Erich Timmerman, executive director for media
relations at JPMorgan’s tech-oriented office in San Francisco: “The
goal is to get to copy that resonates.”

IPhone 5 not obsolete, safe to use
By Steve Alexander

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Old iPhones will continue to work
until they are worn out or their batteries no longer hold a charge.
But this brings up an interesting
question. Are your phones obsolete? The iPhone 5s is obsolete in
the sense that it hasn’t been sold
in the U.S. since 2016. But it is still
current in that it can use Apple’s
most recent operating system, iOS
12.4, that was just released.
There have been unsubstantiated
rumors that the iPhone 5s won’t be
able to use the next Apple operating
system, iOS 13, but that is far from
certain.
And even if the 5s is stuck using
an old, unsupported operating
system, you can continue to use it
without concern. The only drawback
is that the App Store will begin to
have fewer apps that can run on
your phones.
To avoid being flooded with
e-mails from frustrated Windows
7 users, I have to explain why it is
safe to continue using an outdated

iPhone operating system but not the
outdated Windows 7 PC operating
system, even though both will no
longer get security updates.
When this happens to Windows
7 in January 2020, the operating
system will be vulnerable to virtually
every new piece of malware on the
internet. That’s because of the way
Windows is designed (not as well as
it should have been) and because
Windows 7 is such a big target for
malware writers (35% of all PC
owners still use it.)
The iPhone operating system
is better designed from a security
standpoint, and the iPhone 5s in
particular represents a tiny target
for malware writers, just 1.3% of
all smartphones in use. (In addition, the iOS 12 operating system
your phones use won’t be on many
iPhones once iOS 13 is available
— making your phones an even
smaller target for malware writers.)
Bottom line: Almost nobody writes
malware for the iPhone, so you can
keep using your iPhone 5s models
indefinitely.
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More hurricanes possible as NOAA updates forecast
By David Fleshler
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.
— Hurricane season may produce
more dangerous storms this year
than originally predicted, federal
forecasters said, as conditions
become more favorable going into
the peak of the season.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration increased
its forecast for hurricane season to
five to nine hurricanes, up from four
to eight in the prediction issued at
the beginning of the season, the
agency has announced.
“We are increasing our prediction for a number of reasons,” said
Gerry Bell, NOAA’s lead hurricane
season forecaster. “In general, the
observed and predicted oceanic
and atmospheric conditions are
now more hospitable for hurricane
formation and intensification.”
The main reason for the
increase is the dissipation of the
Pacific Ocean phenomenon called
El Niño, which tends to suppress
hurricane formation, he said.
This periodic increase in ocean
temperatures has worldwide
impact, including the production
of the high-level wind shear that
can tear up hurricanes before they
can form. Without El Niño, it will
be easier for hurricanes to come
together.
NOAA announced the worsened
expectation in its forecast for the
peak of hurricane season, the span
from mid-August to late October,
which typically produces the vast

majority of hurricanes and tropical
storms. Hurricane season runs
from June 1 to Nov. 30, but 95% of
storms are produced during the 2
1/2 months of its peak.
During the time of the season

beginning now, a procession of
storms roll across the Atlantic from
the coast of Africa, some with the
potential for strengthening into
tropical storms or hurricanes.
The agency now says an

above-normal season is more
likely. NOAA maintained one
earlier prediction, however, calling
for two to four major hurricanes,
which means those of Category 3
strength or higher, or storms with
wind speeds of at least 111 miles
per hour. But the agency said the
more pessimistic prediction means

that individual hurricanes could be
worse than previously expected.
“Some of the hurricanes and
major hurricanes could be longer
and stronger than we predicted in
May because atmospheric wind
patterns are expected to be more
hospitable to storm formation,” Bell
said.

Page 16 THE BULLETIN August 20, 2019 (979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ACROSS
1 “__ Secretary”: CBS drama
6 Tense period?
10 Studio payment
14 Anaheim’s Honda Center, e.g.
15 West Coast sch.
16 Harbinger
17 Woody Woodpecker’s creator
18 Commuter option
19 Skip over
20 Circus barker turned hurler
known for brushbacks?

23 Auditorium
24 Sound sometimes choked back
25 Harvest-ready
28 Wooded valley
31 Olympics volleyball great Kerri
__ Jennings
35 Like fans after a tough win,
probably
37 Pro words
39 29-Down’s rock gp.
40 Circus emcee turned fry cook?
43 Reason to wear earplugs

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 West African country
2 Ireland’s __ Islands
3 Lairs
4 Film noir protagonist
5 Miata maker
6 Prince’s “__ Rain”
7 Berry at health food stores
8 Narrow cut
9 Soft minerals
10 Disc-shaped robotic vacuum
11 Austen classic
12 Nuremberg no
13 Blasted stuff
21 Respected tribe members
22 Tearful words
25 Sitcom with a 1974 wedding
episode
26 Greek column style
27 See 51-Across
29 Jeff of 39-Across
30 Chair part
32 Release
33 “To __: perchance to dream”:
Hamlet
34 Epsom Downs racer
36 Caught
38 __ Prime
41 Ideology
42 Red-and-white topper
47 Admits (to)
49 Yet
52 Estimates on weather maps
54 Dots on a subway map
55 Excel input
56 Graphic __
57 General Organa in “Star Wars:
The Force Awakens”
58 Days and Holiday
59 Permission-seeking phrase
60 “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”
writer Carle
61 Military status
62 Hanukkah celebrator
(c) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

TOAD CRAB MOLE NEWT LION FROG GOAT MULE DEER BEAR HARE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407
44 A, in many orgs.
45 Saws
46 Emmy contender
48 French cathedral city
50 “Not gonna happen”
51 With 27-Down, sign on a damp
bench
53 Party leader
55 Circus performer turned gardener?
62 Disturbs
63 Button on some remotes
64 Family name in a 1936 classic
65 Dramatic accusation
66 Send a quick message to
67 Contribute, as to a kitty
68 Stinging insect
69 Merit badge holder
70 Baton, say
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

What 2-year ban? It’s just a
pregnant pause in his career
D.J. Cooper got a 24-month suspension, but why wasn’t it nine?
Turns out the ex-Ohio U. star
— banned last year by the International Basketball Federation — had
used his girlfriend’s urine when it
came time to be drug-tested before
joining the Bosnian national team.
And he might have gotten away
with it, too, if she hadn’t been …
pregnant.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
Which probably wasn’t the next
“and one” he had in mind.
Spelling a profit
The individual letters that sat
atop the rotunda of Seattle’s sincerebranded Safeco Field — 11 feet
tall, 5 feet wide and about 300
pounds apiece — are now on the
auction block.
Given the Mariners’ performance
this season, bidding should be
fierce for the L and two E’s.
Ruling the AL, DL
The Yankees — despite putting
25 different players on the Injured

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

God wants to change our ways, from inside out

Q: Most people I know would
say that I am a good person, but
I would be so embarrassed if
anyone could read my thoughts.
Does everyone deal with the same
fear? - F.E.
A: Our thoughts are the most
reliable indication of what we are
really like. And when we face our
thoughts and our motives honestly,
we have to admit we are not
as good as we would like other
people to believe.
One of the great truths in the
Bible is that God wants to change
us - not only our outward actions,
but our innermost thoughts
because He knows that when
we do wrong it is because we
have first allowed evil thoughts to
control us.
Jesus said that out of the
overflow of the heart the mouth
speaks, and the evil man brings

evil things out of evil stored up
inside of him (Matthew 12:34-35).
If we will ask the Lord to wash us
clean of our sins He will change
us.
Imagine a bucket of stagnant
water. The only solution is to empty
it and clean it - and then fill it with
fresh water. That is what Christ will
do if we commit our lives to Him
and let His Word, the Bible, fill our
hearts with His truth.
“Let us draw near (to God) with
a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water”
(Hebrews 10:22).
Two conflicting forces cannot
exist in one human heart. When
doubt reigns, faith cannot abide.
Where hatred rules, love is
crowded out. Where selfishness
rules, there love cannot dwell.
People’s hearts, though small, are
big enough for Christ to live in, if
we will only make room for Him.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

List this season — reached a whopping 36 games over .500 this month.
In other words, they’re sore winners.
Picking up the flag
Sheepish authorities announced
they won’t pursue a possession
case against Georgia Southern
QB Shai Werts after police mistook
some bird poop on the hood of
his car for cocaine. Dropping the
charges? No kidding (but he’s still
on the hook for speeding).
Paging Ray Liotta
The White Sox will play the
Yankees at the “Field of Dreams”
cornfield in 2020, MLB announced.
And there won’t be a dry eye in
the place when the ghost of Shoeless Joe Jackson throws out the first
pitch.
Long and short of it
Two weeks after the LPGA
Tour’s Dow Great Lakes Invitational included a Anannarukarn-Thanapolboonyaras twosome, Im and
An shot 62s to share the first-round
lead at the PGA Tour’s Wyndham
Championship. That, folks, is what
you call an overcorrection.
Costume bawl
Argentina’s women’s basketball
team was forced to forfeit its Pan
American Games contest against
Colombia for showing up in white
uniforms instead of blue. And you
thought the NFL’s fashion police
were strict?
Read the fine print
Mariners infielder Tim Beckham
drew an 80-game suspension for
performance-enhancing drugs.
Considering he’s been hitting .211
since April 7, here’s hoping he kept
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

good taste and spend your money
for things you need or want.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Start the
week off with a bang rather than a
whimper. Approach your work or a
project with a fearless and fierce
attitude and you will make headway.
Friends will support your efforts.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep
conversations fresh and relevant
by having plenty of inspiring stories
on hand. As the week unfolds, your
wits will grow sharper and it will be
easier to put your best ideas into
action.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You
may be content to gaze into one
another’s eyes for the moment. It
is wonderful just to hold hands, but
handholding could possibly lead
to something more intense as the
week progresses. If not, hand holding is nice, too.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): Expand your horizons and
be prepared to let go of what no
longer serves you well. In the week
to come use the opportunities and
insights that arise to rid yourself of
outworn ideas, attitudes and habits.

Look forward, not behid.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Share inspiring stories that will
brighten conversations and uplift
spirits. In the upcoming week it
can be profitable to join forces with
others to mastermind a wealth of
new ideas.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
In the week ahead don’t be pressured into making a decision before
you have the clarity to be sure it is
the right one. Romantic meetings
may occur, but it may take time to
break an impasse first.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
You can be completely absorbed in
your home and family this week yet
still be a go-getter when your career
is involved. Share something pleasing but sensible with loved ones.
You will be well rewarded in kind.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Make your workplace a happy hub
of industry; use your ability to be
sympathetic and compassionate to
win friends and strengthen alliances. Adventures of the amorous
kind might make the upcoming
week memorable.

History of the World On This Day
AUGUST 20
1741 - Danish navigator Vitus
Jonas Bering discovered Alaska.
1866 - It was formally declared by
U.S. President Andrew Johnson that
the American Civil War was over.
The fighting had stopped months
earlier.
1968 - During the night 200,000
Warsaw Pact Soviet led troops
invade Czechoslovakia .
AUGUST 21
1680 - The Pueblo Indians drove
the Spanish out and took possession of Santa Fe, N.M.
1831 - Nat Turner, a former slave,
led a violent insurrection in Virginia.
He was later executed.
1888 - The adding machine was
patented by William Burroughs.
AUGUST 22
1762 - Ann Franklin became the
editor of the Mercury of Newport
in Rhode Island. She was the
first female editor of an American
newspaper.
1770 - Australia was claimed

under the British crown when Captain James Cook landed there.
1775 - The American colonies
were proclaimed to be in a state of
open rebellion by England’s King
George III.
AUGUST 23
1838 - The first class graduated
from Mount Holyoke Female Seminary in South Hadley, Mass. It was
one of the first colleges for women.
1892 - The printed streetcar
transfer was patented by John H.
Stedman.
1904 - Hard D. Weed patented
the grip-tread tire chain for cars.
AUGUST 24
0079 - Mount Vesuvius erupted,
killing approximately 20,000 people.
The cities of Pompeii, Stabiae
and Herculaneum were buried in
volcanic ash.
1456 - The printing of the Gutenberg Bible was completed.
1572 - The Catholics began their
slaughter of the French Protestants
in Paris. The killings claimed about

70,000 people.
AUGUST 25
1718 - Hundreds of colonists from
France arrived in Louisiana. Some
settled in present-day New Orleans.
1814 - The U.S. Library of
Congress was destroyed by British
forces.
1916 - The National Park Service
was established as part of the U.S.
Department of the Interior.
AUGUST 26
1498 - Michelangelo was commissioned to make the “Pieta.”
1934 - Adolf Hitler demanded that
France turn over their Saar region
to Germany.
1937 - All Chinese shipping was
blockaded by Japan.
1939 - The first televised major
league baseball games were
shown. The event was a doubleheader between the Cincinnati Reds
and the Brooklyn Dodgers.
1947 - Don Bankhead became
the first black pitcher in major
league baseball.

Jumbles: CAGEY RODEO DIVINE PUCKER
Answer: The rooster would have to wait to eat because there was a -- PECKING ORDER

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Conversations with friends might be
inspiring or spur your imagination.
In the upcoming week you might be
empowered by a loved one’s ideas
or insights to make your mark in
your career or job. GIve it your best,
and you will see the fruits of your
labor.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): This
is not be the right time to start an
extreme diet, as your self-discipline
could be really tested in the week
to come. Better results would come
with gradual long-term changes in
nutritional habits. Monitoir your success daily, and you will be reqarded.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You
excel at finding practical solutions
for financial problems because your
mental prowess is enhanced at this
time. In the week to come you may
be more concerned with business
than with love. Strike when opportunity knicks.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Stay abreast of news and trends.
Show you can be an excellent businessperson by being on top of the
latest data. In the week ahead show
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