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I am a third-generation small-
time chicken 
owner on Holly 
Farms in Wild 
Peach Village.

My Grand-
Mother was the 
first, and my 
chicken pen sits 
directly on top 

of her old concrete chicken house 
slab that is now 107 years old.
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Chicken, snakes don’t mix unless they are chicken snakes
I remember once her running to 

our house holding the hand that 
had tried to pull a chicken snake 
out of a nest to break his neck like 
my Pops always did; like cracking a 
whip. Didn’t work for her; the snake 
reached back and bit her.  

Chicken snakes are non-poi-
sonous, but a real nuisance and 
will startle you and cause sudden 
movement.  

When I was a child, if I was good, 
I got to ride the ferry across the 
San Bernard River to Sweeny with 

GrandMother in the wintertime to 
sell eggs, cream and sometimes 
butter. I always tried to be good.

Then there was my Mama. I was 
really thinking about her yesterday 
while washing out my chicken 
house. I try to do that at least once 
a quarter. The chickens don’t care 
one way or the other, but makes 
for a cleaner floor for me and my 
shoes.

My dad was in the Merchant 
Marines and often had to sit for 

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

We come now to the subject of 
lighthouses.

Of course we aren’t exactly 
inundated with them where I live, 
on the Texas gulf coast. The closest 
one to yours truly, over on Bolívar 
Point, has been privately owned for 
decades and isn’t open to the public.

As a member 
of said public, 
I want to go on 
record as saying 
I wish that it was.

That coal 
black, kerosene-
powered beauty 
illuminated the 

entrance to the port of Galveston 
from 1872 until 1933, when it was 
determined that lights installed on 
the ends of the jetties provided the 
same service, and more economi-
cally.  

Since then it’s sat unused, a con-
stant reminder of a past era.  And I’d 
like to be able to visit it up close and 
personal.

I’ve always been infatuated with 
lighthouses.  And the room I am 
sitting in as I write this – the former 
bedroom of a daughter who grew 
up and moved away that is now my 
office – is proof.  If there is anything 
close to a specific theme among 
all these books, maps, mementos, 
mugs stuffed with pencils and pens, 
journals, and stacks of old manu-
scripts, it is a lighthouse motif. There 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

This is about the time of the year 
when I start watching the tropics 
and follow those spaghetti models 
the computers generate, trying to 
predict where the storms may be 
heading.

Hurricane season starts much 
earlier, on June 1, but the tropics 
don’t really become active until 

about now. 
This is the peak 
season for hur-
ricanes.

The Gulf of 
Mexico waters 
are warm, and 
the air tempera-
ture is hot and 
humid. This part 

of summer is perfect for tropical 
storm development like Harvey.

I grew up in an area where we 
didn’t have to worry about hurri-
canes. I didn’t pay much attention to 
them until one snuck up the Atlantic 
Coast, and we had to prepare the 
summer camp I was working at for 
the storm.

I think the camp owner just 
wanted to get a bunch of work 
done and used the approaching 
storm as an excuse. We didn’t have 
Accuweather or Mike’s Weather 
Page. We relied on the information 
the owner relayed to us, which was 
scary. After a staff meeting, I imag-
ined the entire summer camp getting 
blown away.

We went into action. The camp 
had to be saved no matter what, 
because we wanted jobs there again 
the following year. By the time we 
got through, that place would have 
probably withstood a Category 3 

RAMBLINGS

Note to storms: 
Just try going 
way around us

One last flicker of summer fun, sort of...

See story on Page 2)
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to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-
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accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 24th year of publishing!

Drivers, Class-A
Immediate Openings! All Miles Paid, 
.85++ per loaded mile! 100% PAID 
Health, Dental, Vision and More for 
EVERY Employee! 21yoa with 1yr 
Class-A CDL (HazMat & Tank Exp. 
NOT Req) Call Martin Transport: 
Baytown: 855-252-1634; Channel-
view:  855-395-4532.

LET’S JUST SAY THE SEARCH FOR HIM DIDN’T TAKE 
LONG: A man, who was high on meth and whose car was full of the 
dozens of weapons he had stolen, was arrested after he fell asleep in his 
vehicle in the parking lot of the Probation Office in Blackfoot, Idaho.

OH, HI, MOM … YOU SEEM UPSET: A British model got back at 
one of the creepy dudes who texted her inappropriate photos of himself 
by tracking down his mother on Facebook and forwarding the photos of 
her son to her.

AND YOU LIVE IN “MARVIN GARDENS?” IS THAT RIGHT, 
SIR? A man who was arrested on a fifth-degree controlled substance 
felony warrant in Hastings, Minn., handed the deputy sheriff a “Get out of 
Jail Free” card from the Monopoly board game. This did him absolutely 
no good at all.

AND SHE OUGHT TO KNOW: A couple used $780 worth of 
counterfeit money to purchase merchandise at the Victoria’s Secret store 
in Fairfield, Conn., then came back later in the day to return the stuff for 
real money. But, much to their chagrin, the clerk handed them the same 
bogus bills they had passed off earlier. They left the store when the 
employee said she was going to call the cops after the woman looked at 
the bills and said, “These are fake.”

AFTER ALL, WE DO KNOW WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE: A 
group of thugs attacked and robbed a man as he was waiting for his 
Uber ride in downtown Denver, then posted pictures of themselves look-
ing very happy on the victim’s Snapchat account. Police indicated that 
arrests are expected soon.

NICE NIGHT … HEY, DO YOU SEE WHAT I SEE? An amo-
rous couple decided to engage in some intimate activity in Kirby Park 
in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., at 7:45 p.m. even though several hundred people 
were strolling about nearby. Some of the witnesses called the cops, who 
arrested them for indecent exposure.

DON’T YOU RESPECT THE ‘OCCUPIED’ SIGN, OFFICER? A 
man assaulted his girlfriend at her workplace in Mifflinburg, Pa., then fled 
the scene. Police tracked him down, hiding in a nearby porta potty.

THEN ALL OF A SUDDEN, COPS EVERYWHERE: A man, 
trying to flee from law enforcement, drove his car through a security gate 
and smashed into police headquarters in Bremerton, Wa.

HEY, WHAT’S ALL THE COMMOTION?: Police went to a home 
in Forest Grove, Ore., to arrest a woman with an outstanding warrant. 
But the man who answered the door was also wanted by police, and he 
barricaded the entrance and then fled out the back door. The Sheriff’s 
Department K-9 unit immediately caught up with him. And the woman, 
hearing the barking dogs, came outside to see what was going on, and 
was also arrested.

O.K., LICENSE AND REGI … OOPS! A security guard attempted 
to impersonate a police officer when he pulled over a woman he saw 
talking on her cell phone in her car in Hialeah, Fla. The woman turned 
out to be a Miami police officer in uniform in an unmarked patrol car.

Labor Day history
What it Means

Labor Day, the first Monday in 
September, is a creation of the labor 
movement and is dedicated to the 
social and economic achievements 
of American workers. It constitutes 
a yearly national tribute to the con-

tributions workers have made to the 
strength, prosperity, and well-being 
of our country.

Labor Day Legislation
Through the years, the nation 

gave increasing emphasis to 
Labor Day. The first governmental 
recognition came through municipal 
ordinances passed during 1885 
and 1886. From these, a move-

ment developed to secure state 
legislation. The first state bill was 
introduced into the New York 
legislature, but the first to become 
law was passed by Oregon on Feb. 
21, 1887. During the year, four more 
states — Colorado, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, and New York — cre-

ated the Labor Day holiday by legis-
lative enactment. By the end of the 
decade, Connecticut, Nebraska, and 
Pennsylvania had followed suit. By 
1894, 23 other states had adopted 
the holiday in honor of workers, and 
on June 28 of that year, Congress 
passed an act making the first 
Monday in September of each year 
a legal holiday in the District of 
Columbia and the territories.

Founder of Labor Day
More than 100 years after the first 

Labor Day observance, there is still 
some doubt as to who first proposed 
the holiday for workers.

Some records show that Peter 
J. McGuire, general secretary of 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners and a cofounder of the 
American Federation of Labor, was 
first in suggesting a day to honor 
those “who from rude nature have 
delved and carved all the grandeur 
we behold.”

But Peter McGuire’s place in 
Labor Day history has not gone 
unchallenged. Many believe that 
Matthew Maguire, a machinist, not 
Peter McGuire, founded the holiday. 
Recent research seems to sup-
port the contention that Matthew 
Maguire, later the secretary of Local 
344 of the International Associa-
tion of Machinists in Paterson, N.J., 
proposed the holiday in 1882 while 
serving as secretary of the Central 
Labor Union in New York. What is 
clear is that the Central Labor Union 
adopted a Labor Day proposal and 
appointed a committee to plan a 
demonstration and picnic.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. When people want 
to know about the total 
unemployment rate for the 
U.S., they commonly go by 
the “official figure,” which 
at the beginning of 2017 
measured 4.8 percent.  But 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics actually uses 
five other alternatives to 
quantify “labor underuti-
lization.”  Can you name 
any of them?

A. In ascending order, people 
unemployed 15 weeks or longer 
as a share of the total civilian 
labor force as of the beginning 
of 2017 was 1.9 percent, says 
Vaclav Smil in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine. Next were those who 
lost jobs and completed tempo-
rary jobs at 2.3%; then was the 
official rate of 4.8%. Next were 
all unemployed workers plus 
discouraged workers at 5.1%, and 
at 5.8% were that category plus 
all people “marginally attached” to 
the labor forces. Finally, the high-
est stat at 9.4% was the previous 
category plus those who worked 
only part time but would have 
preferred full-time work.

Importantly, “if you lose your 

job, you count as unemployed 
only if you keep looking for a job; 
otherwise, you never get counted 
again.”  In Smil’s view, “the com-
plex reality of (un)employment 
can never be caught by aggre-
gate numbers…”  And, he con-
cludes, “Numbers may not lie, but 
which truth do they convey?” 

Q. The word “yellow” has 
a mellow ring to it.  Do you 
know a few fun facts about 
the color?

A. The earliest usage of 
“yellow” in English appeared in 
“Beowulf,” an epic poem that 
may date back to 700-1000 A.D. 
The Old English spelling, “geolu” 
or “geolwe,” described a shield 
carved from new wood, said 
“Mental Floss” magazine. The dis-
tinctive brown trucks of the United 
Parcel Service (1907) might have 
been yellow except that a friend 
convinced the founder that brown 
would be easier to clean. Tennis, 
anyone? The International Tennis 
Federation changed the color of 
tennis balls from white or black to 
yellow in 1972 so that TV view-
ers could follow the match more 
easily.

In 2008, M&M maker Mars 
revealed the number of yellow 
M&Ms in each variety:  14% in 

milk chocolate, 15% in peanut, 
20% in peanut butter.  And look 
no further than yellow for “the 
sea’s four-leaf clover”:  A yellow 
lobster is six times rarer than 
a blue lobster, meaning “the 
chances of finding one are 1 in 
30,000,000.”

Q. Last night, while you 
were sleeping, legions of 
eight-legged creatures had 
an orgy between your eye-
brows, even as other crea-
tures inhabit your every 
crevice.  Whoooa!  What’s 
going on here?    

A.  Think of yourself as a 
menagerie, populated by mites, 
arthropods, lice, and all manner 
of bacteria and fungi, says 
Daniel Cossins in ”New Scientist” 
magazine. Demodex mites, close 
relatives to ticks and spiders, are 
permanent and mostly harmless 
residents of the human face.  In 
fact, says North Carolina State’s 
Megan Thoemmes, “Every person 
we’ve looked at, we’ve found 
evidence of face mites.”  Only 0.4 
millimeters long, they live buried 
head-down in hair follicles by day, 
then crawl out at night to copu-
late.  “They have no anus, so on 
death disgorge a lifetime of feces 
into your pores.”

Some of these resident aliens 
are far from benign, such as 
parasitic worms like roundworm, 
hookworm and whipworm preva-
lent in the developing world; or 
hidden viruses such as “Herpes 
simplex,” which, when activated, 
are the source of cold sores.

But by far, the dominant group 
is bacteria, with cells perhaps 
more than 10 times the number of 
human cells, inhabiting “the caves 
of your nostrils and your anal-
genital badlands and the crev-
ices between your toes…. The 
densest microbial gathering is in 
our gut, a community that affects 
aspects of health from digestion 
and immune defenses to possibly 
even mood and behavior.”

As Stanford University’s Justin 
Sonnenburg puts it, “Each of us 
is really a complex consortium of 
different organisms, one of which 
is human.” 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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career advancement classes. These 
schools were located all across 
America, and Mama went to stay 
with Daddy while he studied and got 
tested. 

He always liked her cooking best. 
One such class was to be in New 
York City, and Mama was going to 
fly there. On the airplane, she was 
seated next to a gentleman from 
NYC. 

In conversation, Mama told 
him that she had had to clean out 
the chicken house before she left 
Brazoria. He exclaimed that he had 

never known anyone who cleaned 
out a chicken house and wanted to 
know if she and Daddy would be his 
guests at the Stork Club that night. 

If you knew my Mama, you know 
the answer. I have the photo of the 
three of them at the Stork Club.

No such luck for me. I would 
settle for a fish sandwich at Dia-
mondS in Brazoria, and I bet the 
gentleman from NYC would like that 
as well. He could meet all the fine 
folks and listen to more stories.

Mary R. Rhodenbaugh is a 
community volunteer and a former 
county commissioner.

(Continued from Page 1)

Chickens, snakes and the NYC Stork Club

 Amarillo, Austin, Midland show lowest unemployment in state
The Texas economy expanded 

for the 13th consecutive month with 
the addition of 19,600 seasonally 
adjusted nonfarm jobs in July. 

Texas’ seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate fell to 4.3 
percent, down from 4.6 percent in 
June. Annual employment growth 
for Texas was 2.4 percent, which 
was double the annual growth rate 
as compared to a year ago.

“Texas employers created 
293,400 jobs over the past year 
and the dynamic Texas economy 
continues to provide competitive 
advantages to employers across 
the state,” said TWC Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “TWC will continue 
to focus on the workforce needs 
of our growing industries and build 
partnerships that enhance the skills 
of our world class workforce.”

The Leisure and Hospital-
ity Industry recorded the largest 
private-industry gain over the month 
with 7,000 jobs added. 

Financial Activities expanded 
by 5,200 jobs and recorded a 3.6 
percent annual growth rate — the 
industry’s highest since August 
2013. Professional and Business 
Services saw an increase of 5,000 

jobs in July.
“Texas employers continue to 

keep our state’s economy strong 
with private-sector employment 
expanding over the year with overall 
job-growth of 266,000 including 
20,500 jobs added in July,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing 
Employers Ruth Hughs. “Texas is 
a state that continues to welcome 
new employers and work with our 
homegrown businesses, offering 
them the tools they need to grow 
and succeed.”

The Amarillo Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) recorded the 
month’s lowest unemployment rate 
among Texas MSAs with a non-sea-

sonally adjusted rate of 3.1 percent, 
followed by the Austin-Round Rock 
and Midland MSAs with a rate of 
3.2 percent. The College Station-
Bryan and Sherman-Denison MSAs 
registered a rate of 3.5 percent for 
July.

“Several Goods Producing 
industries are showing strength in 
Texas, including Manufacturing, 
which expanded by 2,900 jobs in 
July,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Labor Julian Alvarez. 
“I encourage our labor force to tap 
into TWC’s training resources like 
our apprenticeship training program 
that can help prepare them for a 
good-paying career.”
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Cyber crooks target tax pros, putting your data at risk
By Susan Tompor
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

Many of us aren’t even thinking 
about income taxes as we’re inching 
closer to Labor Day. But con artists 
know the time is right to hit tax pros, 
who will soon be running into their 
own crunch time.

What’s troubling is that the crooks 
are so good that some tax profes-
sionals might not recognize that 
they’re under attack, according to 
the Internal Revenue Service.

“These guys are faceless, and 
you don’t even see them coming 
in,” said Luis D. Garcia, an Internal 
Revenue Service spokesperson 
based in Detroit.

Too often, many of us picture 
criminal activity as someone 
attempting to unlawfully enter our 
homes or offices by trying to jimmy a 
lock or maybe break a window. But 
the cyber crooks act in a stealthy 
manner.

“If you don’t see there are signs 
that you’ve been under constant 
attack, you might not think you’re at 
risk,” Garcia said.

The IRS has been making a 
full-court press this summer to alert 
tax professionals that cyber crooks 
are out to steal taxpayer information 
from their digital files.

“Cyber crooks have been relent-
less in their pursuit of taxpayer 
information,” Garcia warned.

Cyber attacks could increase 
as certified public accountants, 
enrolled tax agents and others who 
prepare taxes gear up for some 
deadlines. Some corporations and 
partnerships that took extensions to 
file their income tax returns must do 
so by Sept. 15.

And an Oct. 15 deadline applies 
to individual filers who requested a 
six-month extension to file back in 
April.

The IRS has warned that:
—Cyber crooks want to take over 

digital networks of tax professionals.
The entire digital network for 

some tax professionals could be at 
risk for remote takeover by cyber 
criminals, according to the IRS.

If successful, crooks could then 
use a client’s data to file fraudulent 

tax returns that would create prob-
lems for real tax filers.

“A remote takeover can be devas-
tating to practitioners’ business as 
well as to the taxpayers they serve,” 
said IRS Commissioner John Koski-
nen in a statement.

“It’s critical for people to take 
steps to understand and prevent 
these security threats before it’s too 
late.”

The IRS said it is aware of a 
handful of tax practitioners who 
have been victimized by ransom-
ware attacks. Computers can 
become infected with a ransomware 
virus after someone clicks on an 
email attachment.

The virus can then disable 
the computer network. All your 
documents and information on the 
network are then held hostage until 
you pay up.
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Did you know about Norway?

How travel pried open my hometown blinders and introduced me to the world
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  I’ll never forget my first trip to 
Europe. I was a gangly 14-year-old, 
dragged to the old country by a con-
spiracy of grandparents and parents 
solely to visit Norwegian relatives. I 
didn’t want to go. It just didn’t make 
sense.

  Jet lag wasn’t the problem. It 
was teen culture-shock: No Fanta. 
No hamburgers. But after a few 
days, I was wild about Solo (Nor-
way’s orange pop) and addicted to 
“polser” wieners. 
Noticing stunning 
women ... with 
hairy armpits ... 
I began to realize that our world is 
intriguing, and exploring it can be 
endlessly entertaining.

  Visiting the house of my great-
great-grandmother’s birth, I imag-
ined the courage it must have taken 
to leave Norway and her entire 
family for America a century ago. 

  Sitting with my cousins on their 
living room floor in 1969 to watch 
the Apollo moon landing, I began 
to see the world differently. Hear-

ing them translate Neil Armstrong’s 
words (“Ett lite skritt for et men-
neske, ett stort skritt for menneske-
heten”), it dawned on me: that first 
big step was more than just an 
American celebration. This was a 
human accomplishment.

  In Oslo’s Vigeland Park, I was 
grossed out by the nude statues 
(by the great Norwegian sculp-
tor Gustav Vigeland). But I also 
experienced an important revelation 
in that same park. As I watched 
tow-headed kids splashing with their 

parents in a foun-
tain, I realized 
those parents 
loved their kids 

as much as mine loved me. It hit 
me: This planet is home to billions of 
equally precious people. Travel was 
prying open my hometown blinders.

  Later, as an older teenage vaga-
bond slumming through Europe, 
I’d regularly pop in on relatives in 
Norway. It was a much-needed 
rest stop for a bit of family warmth 
and good food. Now, as an adult, 
I find excuses to return to Norway 
every few years. Four decades 

later, Uncle Thor still meets me at 
the train station in his little town of 
Sandefjord. While I no longer need 
the free food, I enjoy Thor’s warm 
hospitality as much as ever.

  Returning to Norway, I find my 
roots. My grandfather - famous in 
the 1930s in Leavenworth, Wash-
ington, as a rowdy ski jumper - was 
a Romstad. So, although my last 
name is Steves (after a step-grand-
father), my blood is Romstad and 
that branch of my family comes from 
a scenic valley called Gudbrands-
dalen. 

  But I don’t visit Norway just 
to read my family name on tomb-
stones. The roots I seek are also 
cultural. It’s stimulating to learn 
about different social systems 
(many of which confound Ameri-
cans). A friend in Oslo introduced 
me to the ideas of Norwegian 
philosopher Erik Dammann, who 
in the 1970s started a movement 
called “The Future in Our Hands.” 
Dammann argued that a successful 
society can rise above materialism 
and that being content was a good 
thing. His book (by the same title), lit 
a political fire in my belly that burns 
to this day. 

  Visiting Norway caused me to 
be reflective ... to challenge my 
cultural norms. In Norway, where 
city halls are as grandly and lovingly 
decorated as churches, I find people 
almost evangelical about their belief 
in organizing society for the benefit 
of all. 

  Norwegians are talented lin-
guists. I speak only English, and of 
all the places I’ve worked (shooting 
TV shows, leading tour groups, and 
researching guidebooks), com-
municating in Norway has been a 
breeze. Not long ago, I was at a 
cousin’s dinner party with a dozen 
people in Oslo. In deference to me, 
everyone simply spoke English. 

  The topics were fascinating. 
One man, an author who had just 
completed a book on Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, talked with me about the 
intricacies of American post-WWII 
politics. Two new parents gently 
debated the various ways to split 

their paid maternal and paternal 
leave. People seemed very content 
- these Norwegians were just loving 
their salmon, shrimp and goat 
cheese.

  Discussions with relatives and 
new friends alike often lead to 
comparisons of our two very affluent 
but very different societies. Take 
attitudes toward cars: Whenever 
I am in Oslo, I am struck by how 
peaceful the big city feels. That’s 
partly due to a congestion fee that 
keeps most vehicles from the center 
of town - they’re routed through a 
tunnel instead. 

To encourage clean electric cars, 
the government underwrites car 
charging, parking, tolls, and taxes - 
making even a U.S.-expensive Tesla 
an affordable ride (and this even 
though there’s a lot of North Sea oil 

in Norway’s economy). 
  My “Europe Through the Gutter” 

days are long gone, but I still love 
dropping by Norway for an oasis of 
warmth, love, and lots of food. Just 
as important is the chance to rein 
in my U.S.-centricity, and to admire 
other ways of doing things. If you 
have relatives anywhere in Europe, 
by all means - look them up. And 
regardless of where your roots are, 
we can all travel with the joy of 
getting to know the whole human 
family. Because, in a sense, that’s 
what good travelers do.
  (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.)
             (c)2017 RICK STEVES

Rick Steve’s Europe

• Norway is a Scandinavian country encompassing mountains, glaciers 
and deep coastal fjords. 

• Oslo, the capital, is a city of green spaces and museums. Preserved 9th-
century Viking ships are displayed at Oslo’s Viking Ship Museum. Bergen, 
with colorful wooden houses, is the starting point for cruises to the dramatic 
Sognefjord. 

• Norway is also known for fishing, hiking and skiing, notably at Lilleham-
mer’s Olympic resort.

What were they thinking?

Not the most fitting back to school promotion we have ever seen, but 
definitely an eye-catcher. Maybe they should have featured pencils.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Rejection of God is not a strong foundation for marriage
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: My boyfriend and I are 
beginning to get serious, but 
he doesn’t want anything to do 
with God. He even gets angry 
if I suggest we go to church 
together. My faith is important 
to me. Do you think he’ll come 
around if we get married? - B.F.

A: Have you ever asked him 
this question? I don’t know what 
his answer would be, of course, 
but if he doesn’t want anything to 
do with God now, I doubt if getting 
married will change him.

But God can change him - and 
that’s why you should be praying 
for him. Logic alone won’t make 
someone into a believer, and 
neither will any other argument 
or appeal (although God can use 
them). Only God can convict a 
person of their sin and their need 
for His forgiveness, and only God 
can convince them of the truth 

of the Gospel and its promise of 
new life. Jesus said, “No one can 
come to me unless the Father has 
enabled them” (John 6:65).

I suggest you also seek to 
discover why your boyfriend 
doesn’t want anything to do with 
God. Often, I’ve found, it’s simply 
because a person wants to run his 
or her own life, and doesn’t want 
God to interfere with whatever they 
want to do. But a self-centered, 
stubborn attitude never provides 
the foundation for a strong mar-
riage, and leads to numerous 
practical issues (such as how you’ll 
raise your children).

Make sure of your own commit-
ment to Jesus Christ, then prayer-
fully seek His will for your future. 
He loves you and knows what’s 
best for you. Don’t be tempted to 
go down a wrong road, but trust 
Him to lead you to the husband of 
His choice - someone who loves 
Christ, and will love you, as well.

Tribune Media Services   Open
Sundays 
5:00-9:00 

for the
Summer!

are framed prints of lighthouses and 
ceramic miniatures of lighthouses 
and coffee mugs displaying pictures 
of … well, you get the idea.  One 
of my most cherished possessions 
was a thoughtful gift from a good 
friend: a framed drawing of the 
Brazos River lighthouse that was 
dismantled years ago, with a piece 
of the lens from the light matted 
beneath the print.

It would be nice now if I could tell 
you that my interest in those lonely 
sentinels comes from visiting a 
good many of them, climbing up into 
them, and standing long on their 
parapets and gazing out to sea. But 
the honest fact is that I have never 
set foot in a lighthouse or even, I’m 
pretty sure, stood in close proximity 
to one.

Part of the romantic notion I have 
must comes from old movies. You 
know the ones, with crusty light 
tenders played by actors like Guy 
Kibbee and Lionel Barrymore, old 

salts smoking stubby briar pipes and 
outfitted in heavy, tattered parkas 
and short-visored captain’s caps.  

They snarl and roar a good bit, 
matching their mood to the sea, 
and usually display a heart of gold 
to some waif that’s been left in their 
care. In the process, they offer 
direction in the kid’s life, stretching 
out the lighthouse metaphor about 
as far as it will go.

And many a novel I’ve read has 
fueled this odd enthrallment.  The 
lonely tower on the edge of terra 
firma with the vast eternal briny 
deep stretched out to the far horizon 
has provided authors with perfect 
settings for their tales for centuries.  

One recent offering I especially 
enjoyed was “The Light Between 
Oceans,” by M. L. Steadman, and 
one I read in college by Virginia 
Woolf was titled, appropriately 
enough, “To the Lighthouse.” There 
were  many more good yarns in 
between; one of the best was Ray 
Bradbury’s fine short story “The Fog 

Horn”, which was set in a light-
house.

And part of my fascination comes 
from wondering what it must be like 
to live completely removed from 
towns and society and have just one 
responsibility: to keep the light burn-
ing so ships’ captains can navigate 
by it.  

The rest of the time, the way I’ve 
conjured it, would be spent reading 
books by the fireplace – the perfect 
lighthouse in my imagination has a 
big fireplace in the keeper’s cottage 
– or standing on a nearby wind-
swept cliff looking at the ocean and 
pondering the meaning of life.

Realistically, a day and a half of 
such a routine would just about do 
me.  Beyond that, I’d get awfully 
bored and have to go off in search 
of those towns and that society I 
wanted to distance myself from.

Still, there’s something soul-stir-
ring about those tall, handsome 
monuments to the past that once 
sent their illumination crawling out 

over the waves to bring vessels 
safely home. Almost all of them 
have stood dark for decades, having 
long outlived the people who kept 
their lights burning.

Maybe it was the symbolism 
offered by lighthouses that lured me 
into my paying such close attention 
to them.  Because they are, at their 
most functional level – purely useful.  
And, given this frantic, oftentimes 
mean world we inhabit, what is more 
appealing, really, than something 
useful?  Something like a light in the 
darkness that can bring us safely 

through.
I’ll go on loving lighthouses. I 

might even follow through on an old 
goal and write a story or novel set in 
one. But if I do, it would probably be 
a good idea to actually pay a visit to 
one, don’t you think? I just hope it 
will have an elevator.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Lighthouses: They once guided ships with beacon and provided authors with perfect setting
(Continueed from Page 1)

Lighthouses’ purpose and history around the world
• The first lighthouse built there 

was an octagonal wooden structure, 
anchored by 12 iron stanchions 
secured in the rock, and was built 
by Henry Winstanley from 1696 to 
1698. His lighthouse was the first 
tower in the world to have been fully 
exposed to the open sea.

• It is a tower with a bright light at 
the top, located at an important or 
dangerous place regarding naviga-
tion (travel over water). The two 
main purposes of a lighthouse are 

to serve as a navigational aid and to 
warn boats of dangerous areas. It is 
like a traffic sign on the sea.

• Boston Light is a lighthouse 
located on Little Brewster Island in 
outer Boston Harbor, Massachu-
setts. The first lighthouse to be built 
on the site dates back to 1716, and 
was the first lighthouse to be built in 
what is now the United States.

• The oldest lighthouse in the 
world, the Tower of Hercules, also 
referred to as the Corunna Light-

house or Farum Brigantium, was 
constructed sometime in the second 
century. It is located in northwest 
Spain outside the city of Corunna. 
The Roman-built tower is believed 
to have been based on the Light-
house of Alexandria.

• It is a tower with a bright light at 
the top, located at an important or 
dangerous place regarding naviga-
tion (travel over water). The two 
main purposes of a lighthouse are 
to serve as a navigational aid and to 
warn boats of dangerous areas. It is 
like a traffic sign on the sea.

• The city Alexandria was named 
by Alexander the Great. The 
Lighthouse at Alexandria was built 
beginning in 290 BC, many years 
after Alexander the Great’s death. 
Ptolemy Soter was the ruler of 
Egypt who decided to build the light-
house to guide sailors into the port.

• The French conducted a series 
of tests between 1783 and 1788 
with varying results. Smeaton’s 
Eddystone lighthouse used 24 
candles until 1810. 

The Argand lamp, invented in 
1782 by the Swiss scientist, Aimé 
Argand, revolutionized lighthouse 
illumination with its steady smoke-
less flame.
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Scientists prove that money can buy happiness if it’s used to generate free time for the spender
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

They say money can’t buy happi-
ness, but science begs to differ.

An international research team 
has demonstrated that you really 
can make yourself happier by 
paying other people to do your time-
consuming chores.

It doesn’t matter whether you’re 

rich or poor, the new study sug-
gests. If you feel pressed for 
time, your life satisfaction can be 
improved by trading money for min-
utes that you can use as you wish.

The researchers, led by Ashley 
Whillans, a professor at the Harvard 
Business School, began with survey 
data from nearly 4,500 people 
from the United States, Canada, 

Denmark and the Netherlands. 
Survey-takers were asked whether 
they paid other people to do 
“unenjoyable daily tasks” in order to 
“increase their free time.”

In 28 percent of cases, the 
answer was yes. These folks spent 
an average of $147.95 per month to 
buy themselves extra time.

What they lost in currency, they 

made up for in happiness. Whillans 
and her colleagues found that the 
people who traded money for time 
were more satisfied with life than 
their counterparts who didn’t. They 
also were less likely to say they 
felt “time stress,” a condition that 
was linked with lower levels of life 
satisfaction.

Just in case their original question 
was too narrow, the researchers 
conducted a second survey that 
asked more than 1,800 Americans 
whether they spent money to buy 
themselves “more free time.”

This time, half of the survey-
takers answered yes. These folks 
spent between $80 and $99 per 
month, on average, so that others 
would handle chores like cooking, 
shopping and “household mainte-
nance.”

As before, the people who bought 
themselves time were more satisfied 
with life than those who didn’t. And 
as before, the people who didn’t 
employ this strategy were generally 
less satisfied with life because their 
lack of free time was stressing them 
out.

These findings held up even after 
the researchers took into account 
the amount of money survey-takers 
spent on groceries — a variable 
used as a proxy for discretionary 
income.

“People across the income spec-
trum benefited from buying time,” 
the researchers wrote.

Finally, Whillans and her col-
leagues conducted a more direct 
test with the help of 60 lucky work-
ing adults in Vancouver.

For two consecutive weekends, 
the researchers gave these volun-
teers $40 to spend. In one of the 
weeks, the volunteers were asked 
to spend the money on a material 
purchase. In the other week, they 
were asked to invest their windfall 
on something that would save them 
time. The researchers checked in 
with the volunteers each weekend 
to see how they felt after they had 
spent the money.

As expected, the volunteers 
reported less time-related stress in 
the week when they made a time-
saving purchase than in the week 
when they bought a material good.

They also had more positive feel-
ings (like joy and enthusiasm) and 
fewer negative feelings (such as 
anger, fear and nervousness) in the 
week when they bought themselves 
time.

“Making a time-saving purchase 
caused improvements in daily 
mood,” the researchers wrote. 
“Improvements in daily mood should 
promote greater life satisfaction.”

In other words, they had found a 
way to buy happiness.

The study was published Monday 
in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences.

Try us out for a 
month, and you’ll 

agree that advertis-
ing in The Bulletin 
is good for your 

business.  Call (979) 
849-5407.
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For the 28th year in a row, Port Freeport is awarded Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial Reporting by Government Finance Officers 
Association of the United States and Canada, (GFOA), for its 2016 Compre-
hensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). 

This Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the 
area of governmental accounting and financial reporting and its attainment 
represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its manage-
ment  “This is the 28th year in a row for the Port to receive this prestigious 
award. The Accounting and Finance Department continues to demonstrate 
excellence in their practices each year,” stated Port Chairman Paul Kresta. 
This outstanding achievement demonstrates the Port’s commitment to accu-
rate, full disclosure to the public of the Port’s financial performance.

Mary Campus, Controller for Port Freeport, was presented the award 
during today’s Port Commission meeting. “We are proud of the staff in the 
Accounting and Finance Department, their dedication contributes to the 
consistent practice of keeping our accounting and financial reporting system 
at the highest national standard,” said Phyllis Saathoff, Executive Director/
CEO.  

The CAFR has been judged by an impartial panel to meet the high stan-
dards of the program, including demonstrating a constructive “spirit of full 
disclosure” to clearly communicate its financial story and motivate potential 
users and user groups to read the CAFR. The GFOA is a non-profit, profes-
sional association serving nearly 19,000 government finance professionals 
with offices in Chicago, Illinois and Washington, DC.

The GFOA Award presented to the Accounting and Finance Department by Port Freeport Commissioners and 
Executive Staff.

Port Freeport receives achievement 
award from GFOA 28 years in a row

BC Foundation’s 2017 Scholarship 
Soirée to honor invaluable friendships

The Brazosport College Foundation will host its biennial Scholarship 
Soirée on Friday, Sept. 8, at the Dow Academic Center at Brazosport Col-
lege. The theme for the event, is “Stars Over Texas Soirée,” and will honor 
the invaluable friendships that have been fundamental in the success of 
Brazosport College for almost 50 years.

The Dow Chemical Company is underwriting the event, with Earl and 
Zee Shipp as the honorary chairs. Soirée guests will experience an evening 
that will make Texas Proud — with live music by the band, Duck Soup, fine 
dining, Texas beer, wine, a Texas Two-Step Auction featuring a live and silent 
auction, and plenty of dancing.

Most importantly, however, is that all money raised at this event will be 
used to fund student scholarships. The need for scholarships continues to 
grow as enrollment at Brazosport College reaches more students each year.

Individual entry into the Soirée, which includes open seating, is $100. The 
Soirée begins at 7 p.m.

For businesses, various sponsorship levels are available, ranging from a 
$10,000 Yellow Rose Sponsor, which features two tables of premier seating 
for 20 guests, private parking, wine/champagne at the table, along with other 
benefits, to a $1,500 Lonesome Dove Sponsor, which includes reserved 
seating for 10 guests and wine at the table.

Through your investment as a sponsor, you will be changing the lives of 
students who choose Brazosport College as their first choice as a dual-
credit student while in high school, as their first choice when graduating high 
schoo,l or as a student who wants new skills for today’s thriving workforce.

Entertainment is being sponsored by TDECU Wealth Advisors.
The Soirée will also feature a Texas, Our Texas raffle theme, sponsored 

by Olin Corporation, with the winner choosing one of three exciting Texas 
getaways.

 Raffle tickets are $20 each, six for $100 or 15 for $200.
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.brazosport.edu/

soiree. 
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A ‘’Frankenstein’s monster’’ dinosaur may be the missing link between 
two major dinosaur groups, plugging what was previously a big gap 
between them. (University of Cambridge/TNS)

Creature may be ‘missing link’ in 
mysterious dinosaur evolution gap
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Chilesaurus, a two-legged dino-
saur with a Frankenstein-like mix 
of features, could be the “missing 
link” that fills a mysterious gap in the 
dinosaur family tree, a new analysis 
shows.

The findings, published in the 
journal Biology Letters, may support 
a new proposal that could alter our 
understanding of dinosaur evolution.

Chilesaurus, described by an 
earlier team of scientists in 2015 
in the journal Nature, lived around 
150 million years ago in what is now 
southern Chile. About 7 to 10 feet 
in length from snout to tail, it walked 
on its back legs. Judging by its flat 
teeth, the dinosaur was probably an 
herbivore.

Scientists place dinosaurs into 
the family tree by comparing key 
physical characteristics, such as the 
teeth or the shape of the hips. Chil-
esaurus didn’t seem to fit neatly into 
any one of the dinosaur categories, 
said Matthew Baron, a doctoral can-
didate in paleontology at Cambridge 
University who co-led the Biology 
Letters paper.

Dinosaurs are generally sepa-
rated into one of two groups: the 
“lizard-hipped” Saurischia, which 
includes theropods (like Tyran-
nosaurus rex and all birds) and 
Sauropodomorphs; or the “bird-
hipped” Ornithischia, which counts 
stegosaurus, triceratops and the 
duck-billed hadrosaurs among its 
members.

Chilesaurus didn’t fit into any of 
these categories. It was classified 
as a theropod, which are mostly 

meat-eaters. Yet, it had flat teeth for 
plant-eating, as the largely herbivo-
rous Ornithischia would. Why would 
it have a mix of traits if those two 
groups were so distantly related?

“It was a bit of a puzzling speci-
men, really,” Baron said.

Earlier this year, however, Baron 
showed that the dinosaur family tree 
branches might need to be radi-
cally redrawn. And he did just that, 
putting theropods and ornithischians 
together as sister groups, with a 
direct shared ancestor. Under his 
new model, described in the journal 
Nature, Baron realized that this 
strange Chilesaurus fossil might 
actually make sense.

Baron reanalyzed the dinosaur’s 
features by comparing them against 
the 457 physical characteristics he’d 
already used to categorize dino-
saurs for his updated family tree.

The results put Chilesaurus in 
with the plant-eating ornithischians, 
not the meat-eating theropods. And 
since those two groups are sisters 
in Baron’s proposed family tree, 
sharing a direct common ancestor, 
it makes sense that Chilesaurus is a 
transitional species, with some traits 
from both groups.

Baron speculated that the ances-
tor to theropods and ornithischians 
could have been omnivorous, and 
as its descendants split, one group 
became overwhelmingly carnivo-
rous while the other turned increas-
ingly to plants.

To eat more plants, ornithischians 
had to develop larger, more com-
plex guts — and their hips shifted 
into the bird-like position the group 
is named for. 
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storm. 
And then, nothing. The storm 

curved into the Atlantic Ocean, 
never to be heard from again. But, 
the camp was probably worth a lot 
more than before the threat.

I became a Texan in the summer 
of 1979 when I started working 
as a reporter at the Bay City Daily 
Tribune. I got a big Texas welcome. 
First, a tropical storm flooded the 
city. Then a hurricane headed 
toward us.

I can’t remember which one, but 
it was supposed to wipe out the city, 
and we were advised to leave. But 
I had just arrived there. I had a nice 

efficiency apartment and a job. I 
didn’t want all of that blown away.

At work we were asked to 
write down on a list posted in the 
newsroom where we were going. 
Some of us who were staying wrote 
down Mustang Island. The publisher 
would have gotten a kick out of it, 
except he was already gone.

The storm was supposed to hit 
overnight, and we were going to be 
on the dirty side. I tried to stay up 
for it in my second-floor apartment, 
but eventually fell asleep.

The next morning I was half 
expecting to see doom and devasta-
tion, but it was a nice sunny day. I 
looked out the window. Everything 

was where it was supposed to be. 
What happened to the storm? It 
made landfall farther south and left 
us alone. That was the second time 
a hurricane had stood me up, but I 
didn’t mind.

Four years later I rode out Hur-
ricane Alicia in the Brazoria County 
Courthouse and reported on it for 
the Houston Chronicle, where I had 
landed a writing job just a couple 
of months earlier. But I could have 
reported on it from my apartment in 
Clute, which never lost power. My 
phone was even working.

I ran from Hurricanes Rita and 
Ike, but it was time for a vacation in 
the Hill Country, anyway.

We’ve been lucky since Ike. All 
the storms have curved away from 
us. Let’s hope that trend continues. 
But you never know. It only takes 
one to mess everything up, like 
Harvey. Stay alert and prepared 
during these few weeks. Expect the 
worst and hope for the best.

After Harvey, if a hurricane does 
not head our way by the second 
week of September, chances are 
slim that we’ll get one later in the 
season. 

Now, let me figure out where this 
tropical storm is headed. The color-
ful noodles are all over the place. 
It’s either Mexico or Florida. Only 
one yellow noodle appears threat-
ening to us. We’re good – maybe. 
Harvey is heading where?

Peak hurricane season is here to stay for a few weeks
(continued from Page 1)

Catching a glimps of the eclipse

Using special glasses, Emma Richardson of Manvel looks at the solar 
eclipse outside the ACC Observatory on Aug. 21.

Almost everything you want to know about solar eclipses
The last total solar eclipse viewed 

from contiguous United States 
was on Feb. 26, 1979, whose path 
passed through the northwestern 
U.S. states of Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, 
and Canadian provinces of Sas-
katchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and 
Quebec. 

After the August 2017 total solar 
eclipse, the next annular solar 
eclipse that can be seen in the con-
tinental United States will be on Oct. 
14, 2023, which will be visible from 
Northern California to Florida. 

Following this, we will have a total 
solar eclipse on April 8, 2024, visible 
from Texas to Maine.

Eclipses occur due to the special 
coincidence of the moon and the 
Sun being the same angular size. 
The Sun is 400 times wider than the 

moon, but it is also 400 times farther 
away, so they coincidentally appear 
to be the same size in our sky. 

This is what allows us the phe-
nomenal beauty of the total solar 
eclipse. 

Historians and astronomers 
believe that the legendary eclipse 
that two Chinese astrologers  Hsi 
and Ho failed to forecast occurred 
on Oct. 22, 2134 B.C.E, making 
it the oldest solar eclipse ever 
recorded in human history. 

The Babylonian eclipse on May 
3, 1375 BCE is the oldest suc-
cessfully predicted and recorded 
in the western world, and there is 
evidence that the Babylonians knew 
about the Saros Cycle (18 years 11 
days) and could use it to predict the 
approximate years of eclipses.

Why is it not safe to look at the 

sun even when only a small part of 
it is visible?

The rods and cones in the human 
retina are very sensitive to light. 
Even a thin sliver of the sun’s disk 
covers thousands of these light-sen-
sitive cells. 

Normally during daylight condi-
tions, the iris contracts so that only 
a small amount of light passes 
through the lens and then reaches 
the retina. 

This level of indirect sunlight 
is perfectly OK, and the eye has 
evolved over millions of years to 
safely see the daylight world under 
most circumstances. 

The problem is that the sun’s 
surface is so bright that if you stare 
at any portion of it, no matter how 
small, it produces enough light to 
damage individual retinal cells.  
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Junior Achievement to honor local greats at Sept.14 event
Junior Achievement (JA) of 

Brazoria County invites the 
community to participate in our 
signature fall event — Brazoria 
County Business Hall of Fame on 
Thursday, Sept. 14, at the Lake 
Jackson Civic Center.

The 18th annual Business 
Hall of Fame honors prominent 
entrepreneurs of the business 
community for their professional 
accomplishments and valuable 
contributions to Brazoria County. 

This upscale event will feature 
dinner, auction and an awards 
presentation. 

Those to be recognized include 
the 2017 Hall of Fame laureates, 
High School scholars, Presiden-
tial Volunteer Service winners, 
Educator of the year, Windy Bird 
from Sweeny ISD, and Volunteer 
of the Year, Shari Barnhart of First 
National Bank of Lake Jackson.  
The following four business 
leaders will join an elite group as 
members of the Business Hall of 
Fame:

Howard L. Goe is owner of 
Goe Harley Davidson. He grew up 

in the Brazosport school system, 
finishing up with machinist classes 
at Brazosport College. Howard’s 
first business was started in 1974 
and was called “For Bikers Only” 
with a mere $2500 loan. 

They soon started the retail part 
of the business and outgrew their 
building and had to build a larger 
space.  

They went on to expand the 
business to include the two 
Kawasaki and Harley Davidson 
franchises of today and employing 
over 32, including his son, Kevin, 
who now oversees the day-to-day 
business.

David R. Novosad is the 
owner of Brazosport Tire in Clute,  
He graduated from Texas A&M 
University in 1979 with a degree in 
Business Administration.  

He came home to work in the 
family business and has been 
steadily concentrating on cus-
tomer service and making the 
business better.  

He is a Board Member on the 
Texas Tire & Automotive Dealers 
Association, Board member on 

the 100 Club of Brazoria County 
and still active in the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Andy A. Reyes is owner 
of the Reyes Realty group.  He 
started his working career at 
Amoco Chemicals, where he 
stayed on for 23 years before 
leaving to pursue a real estate 
career.  He served as Alvin Mayor 
from 2002-2006, is Chairman of 
the Board of Directors for Region 
4 Education Service Center in 
Houston and is a Business Devel-
opment Committee member for 
the HomeTown Bank of Alvin.

Earl Shipp attended Wayne 
State University, where he 
received a B.S. in Chemical Engi-
neering. Earl is also a graduate of 
the Indiana University Business 
School Consortium. Earl started 
his professional career with Dow 
Chemical in 1981 in Freeport 
Texas. 

He served many foreign 
assignments and has come full 
circle back to Freeport, where he 
became Vice President of Opera-
tions for the U.S. Gulf Coast in 
2012. 

He is a philanthropist to several 
local organizations and an active 
participant in the Sailing Angels 
Foundation that provides sail-
ing and boating experiences to 
children from Texas Children’s and 
MD Anderson Cancer Centers.

Proceeds from Junior Achieve-
ment’s Business Hall of Fame will 
support Junior Achievement pro-
grams that teach pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade students the 
skills needed to succeed in the 
global economy.  

JA Programs include financial 
literacy, entrepreneurship and 
work readiness, all free to local 
students because of sponsorships 
and donations by local individuals 
and businesses.

Sponsorships, tables ($1,000) 
and tickets ($75) are available 
by contacting Kim Effenberger 
at jaofbrazoria@sbcglobal.net or 
calling (979) 549-0800 for more 
information or to purchase tickets.
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Did you know?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Rise to the occasion. 
Approach the tasks on your checklist with enthusiasm, 
and your slate will be wiped clean before you know it. 
Don’t be apprehensive if a loved one tries something 
different to get your attention this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t let dog days get 
you down. Plan a poolside barbeque with friends or take 
in an air conditioned movie to beat the summer heat. 
Ask for advice when faced with decisions regarding 
business and finances this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Accentuate the 
positive. You’ll never progress if you focus on the nega-
tives of an issue. Put your energy into what you know 
will work as the week unfolds. Keep in mind that others 
are monitoring your performance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t beat around 
the bush. Being hesitant or over thinking could work 
against you, so just follow your gut instinct and go for it. 
Maintain an open mind about a romance this week and 
you could be pleasantly surprised.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Follow your whims. 
Do what feels right or pleasing to you this week even if it 
may not be practical. A friend or loved one may provide 
encouragement if you your imagination run wild and 
conjure an artistic creation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Winning isn’t everything. 
In the week ahead, remember that the most impor-
tant thing about competition is to have fun and enjoy 
yourself. If it could, your body would thank you for some 
quality time out in the fresh air.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

 Aug 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1609, Henry Hudson explored 
Delaware Bay for the Netherlands. 
In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. 
gave his “I Have A Dream” speech 
at Washington’s Lincoln Memorial.

Aug 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1909, American Glenn Curtis in 
Rheims, France, won the world’s 
first airplane race. In 1949, the 
Soviet Union exploded its first 
atomic bomb.

Aug 30: ON THIS DATE in 

1963, the hotline communications 
link between Washington and 
Moscow became operational. In 
1967, the Senate confirmed Thur-
good Marshall as the first black 
justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Aug 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1907, England, Russia and France 
formed the Triple Entente. In 1971, 
U.S. astronaut Dave Scott became 
the first person to drive a vehicle 
on the moon.

Sept. 1: ON THIS DATE in 

1939, World War II in Europe 
began as Nazi Germany invaded 
Poland. In 1983, 269 people were 
killed when a Korean Air Lines 
Boeing 747 was shot down by a 
Soviet jet fighter after the airliner 
entered Soviet airspace.

Sept. 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1864, during the Civil War, Union 
Gen. William T. Sherman’s forces 
occupied Atlanta. In 1945, Japan 
formally surrendered in ceremo-
nies aboard the USS Missouri, 
ending World War II in the Pacific.

Sept. 3: ON THIS DATE in 
1783, the Treaty of Paris between 
the United States and Great 
Britain officially ended the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War. In 1939, 
Britain and France declared war on 
Germany.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1535, 
Pope Paul II excommunicated 
England’s King Henry VIII from the 
Roman Catholic Church.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

The Yankee Whiffer
Yankee slugger Aaron Judge 

broke the major league record 
by striking out in 33 straight 
games. That’s what he gets for 
changing his breakfast menu 
from Wheaties to Special K.

Car for sale
The infamous white Ford 

Bronco in which Al Cowlings 
drove O.J. Simpson in that slow-
speed pursuit on L.A. freeways 
on June 17, 1994 was up for 
sale on the History Channel’s 
“Pawn Stars.” No word on how 
many miles the car has on it, but 
it still goes from zero to 30 mph 
in 12.3 seconds.

Lost in the dark
Missed marketing opportunity 

for the Royals on Monday night 
(Aug. 21): Jorge Soler Eclipse 
T-Shirt Night.

Looking out for No. 2
South Africa’s Louis Oost-

huizen became the seventh 
golfer — and the only active 
one — with runner-up finishes 
in all four majors when he came 

in second at this year’s PGA 
Championship.

He still earned $784,000 in 
prize money — and future Bills 
Super Bowl tickets.

Chicken feathers!
Five San Diego State football 

players contracted chickenpox 
just a couple weeks before the 
season opener. Conspiracy 
theorists are blaming the San 
Diego Chicken.

Fiery Exit Dept.
Some 50.2 percent of Ameri-

cans in 2016 said they’ll opt to 
be cremated, according to the 
National Funeral Directors Asso-
ciation. Sounds like a job for the 
Tigers’ bullpen.

Three-and-out
Speaking of Lucky Whitehead, 

it’s a wonder he wasn’t snapped 
up by the Chargers, who drew 
only 21,000 for their first exhibi-
tion game in Los Angeles, put 
up bad TV ratings — and lost 
48-17.

Running on fumes
NASCAR driver Dale Earn-

hardt Jr. left his car parked at 
home with the engine running 
for hours. Alas, his pit crew 
must’ve had the day off.

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Don’t make things more 
difficult than they need to be. There’s no need to tire 
yourself out trying to swim when floating with the cur-
rent will get you where you need to go. It won’t take 
much effort to gain momentum this week.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): You can get farther 
with honey than with vinegar. A soft, tender approach 
may be what it takes to get a loved one to open up 
about their troubles this week. Don’t let rust set in; 
find constructive ways to utilize free moments.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you. It may be possible to 
take complete advantage of a situation but others 
may not appreciate it. In the week ahead, find a solu-
tion in which everyone involved benefits.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cooperation is key. 
Finding someone who shares your enthusiasm and 
passion for a project will make the task that much 
easier. Making a minor sacrifice could create goodwill 
and help ease a stalemate this week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Pace yourself. Take your 
time when tackling tough jobs as chipping away at the 
task a little bit at a time could preserve your stamina. 
Being in too much of a hurry to get things done this 
week leaves the door open for silly mistakes.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Tag along for the ride. 
Pay attention when others offer advice and follow 
their lead when they take you into new and unex-
plored territory. Allow someone else to do the driving, 
and you may gain valuable knowledge this week.

Jumble Answers
  Jumbles: ZESTY  ABOUT  DROWSY  RICHLY
  Answer: J.K. Rowling noticed some charges on her credit card bill that weren’t -- “AUTHOR-IZED”

• It cost $15 million to build Disneyland’s New Orleans Square—the 
amount the U.S. paid for the real New Orleans in the Louisiana Purchase.

• The equations written on Erin Gilbert’s whiteboard in the new “Ghost-
busters” trailer are scientifically sound conjectures on proton decay.

• If you’re free falling from an airplane in an urban area, land on the roof of 
an RV or mobile home to increase your chances of survival.

• Helen Greiner, the co-founder of the company that made the Roomba, 
went to MIT and got into robotics because she loved R2D2 as a kid.

• Zebras were never domesticated because they have a ducking reflex, 
lack a family structure to exploit, and bite and kick more than horses.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• At 10 years old, Guy Fieri built 

a bicycle-powered pretzel cart 
called “The Awesome Pretzel” that 
he used to earn money to study 
abroad.

• Some Victorian physicians 
argued that women needed 
corsets to support their internal 
organs.

• NASA estimates that Scott 
Kelly exercised more than 700 

hours during his year-long mission 
to keep his bones, heart, and 
muscles strong.

• Airbus has designed a plane 
that prevents passengers from 
getting jet lag with LED lights that 
change color based on the glow of 
the sun.

• Frosted Flakes is the most 
popular cereal brand in the world 
and Farina is the least popular.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Backtalk
4 Went into second, in a way
8 Energy units
14 She played Mia in “Pulp Fiction”
15 Mackerel relative
16 Opposite of down
17 AWOL pursuers
18 Shaq
20 Combat
22 Long, on Lanai

23 Hi, on Lanai
24 Sheik
30 Exceptional
31 Team members
32 “Darkness at __”: Arthur Koestler 
novel
33 Fortress of Solitude statue 
honoree
35 Formal assessment
37 Schick
41 Calls up

42 Pip
43 Mudville number
44 2015 Emmy winner for Outstand-
ing Writing for a Comedy Series
45 Wheels
49 Shock
52 Hardly a socialite
53 It may be humbly held in hand
54 Stumble
55 Shuck
61 Nixon admin. creation
62 __ effect
63 Israeli writer Oz
64 Nothing but __
65 Church symbols
66 Not for here
67 Helical strands

DOWN
1 Like the vertebrae directly above 
the pelvis
2 1958 Chevy debut
3 Sermon giver
4 Inscribed stone
5 Elegance
6 Comfort __
7 Touch
8 Biblical twin
9 Large amount
10 “Thou,” in the Keats lines “When 
old age shall this generation waste, 
/ Thou shalt remain ... a friend to 
man”
11 Building site
12 End of much language?
13 Kazakhstan, once: Abbr.
19 Late actor Rickman
21 1989 Jack Nicholson role
24 Double __
25 Mark down, perhaps
26 Keeping the beat?
27 Secure, as a room
28 Past wisdom
29 __’acte
31 Mars and others
34 Vein yield
35 Get as a return
36 Aussie runner
37 Nevada city on I-80
38 Tel __
39 Defense choice
40 Consider
44 Dachshund docs
46 Plan
47 Become more heartfelt
48 Printing problems
50 __ milk
51 Last Reconstruction president
52 Rodeo rope
54 One that may be transformed by 
a kiss?
55 Scenes of many stitches: Abbr.
56 Knight supporter?
57 Prefix with genetics
58 “All Things Considered” home
59 Many a pro athlete’s pride
60 Rock genre
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
PIG  COW  DEER  MULE  ZEBRA  HORSE  GIRAFFE  GAZELLE



Page 16  THE BULLETIN  August 29, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

September 9
September 23

9am - 3pm

Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class, such 
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving, 
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for more infor-
mation and to make a resevation.

 Our classes are held in the first-
floor meeting room of Candlewood 
Suites, which is located at 506 Hwy. 
332 East in Lake Jackson.


