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Baby products 
that baby hates

Laura, Marco 
reminded me of 
Alicia, Stormy

By John Toth
The Bulletin

After the hurricane twins Laura 
and Marco started to make waves, 
I started making plans, just in case 
they decided to pair up and land us 
the one-two punch. I went to our 
hideaway, where there is no storm, 
no rain, but lots of time to reflect.

In my younger days when my 
Brazoria County beat included cov-
ering hurricanes, I waged valiantly 
against the elements as I delivered 

the information to readers. It wasn't 
just my job – it was a mission.

As Hurricane Alicia in 1983 
was coming ashore in Freeport, 
I decided to drive around with an 
Associated Press reporter to “get 
the feel of the storm.” We found 
downed power lines, heavy rain and 
wind. We were the only ones on the 
road.

That little excursion did noth-
ing except get us wet. The real 
story about the storm and how it 
destroyed lives came later.

I was hired by the Houston 
Chronicle to cover the Brazoria 

Ramblings

My boyhood memories of Catfish Creek and grandpa
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

 It was summertime in the mid-
1950s, and a bunch of grandkids 
were spending a part of their time 
at Grandpa Ruffo’s farm, located 
outside Tennessee Colony, Texas, 
in Anderson County.

 Looking for ways to stay out of 
trouble and away from adults, we 
decided to take a trip to Catfish 
Creek about eight miles back 
toward Palestine. Happy to get the 
kids out of the house for a bit, the 

adults quickly agreed.
 The next morning, we loaded 

our gear into Grandpa Ruffo’s 
International Harvester pick-up truck 
and were whisked off to our next 
adventure.

 Great Uncle Walter Quick and 
his wife, Mary, had an all-Jersey 
dairy just north of the Palestine to 
Tennessee Colony Road. Catfish 
Creek was its eastern boundary. 
Jersey cows give the richest milk 

of any dairy herd. (Daisy, the cow 
whose picture was on all Borden 
milk products, was a Jersey.)

 We stopped at the dairy so 
Grandpa Ruffo could tell Walter 
what we were doing. Walter bade 
us welcome, and we took off for 
the creek. Of course, the first thing 
we did was to go splashing up and 
down the creek. I think we scared 
every fish into the next county.

 Adventures abounded in the 
heavily wooded creek bed area. 

(Continued on Page 11)

Memories are made of this

Should I renew flood insurance, even if we never flood?
Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Every year I wonder if I should 
renew our flood insurance. 

Not a drop of floodwater, after all, 
has ever entered the house. Even 
when Pearland was deluged with 
50 inches of rain during Hurricane 
Harvey, our house didn’t flood. 

It’s tempting not to, but I always 
end up renewing, and Hurricane 

Laura gave me a Category 4 
reminder of why: I renew the policy 
for the peace of mind that comes 
from knowing that although I may be 
inconvenienced by flooding at some 
point, at least I won’t be devastated 
financially. 

If, like me, you occasionally think 
of not obtaining or renewing flood 
insurance because your area never 
floods, a study by the Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency should 
give you pause. 

According to FEMA, policyholders 
outside of high-risk flood areas file 
over 40 percent of all National Flood 
Insurance Program claims. 

Folks in the Houston area know 
this to be true. Haven’t we all 
heard flood victims on television 
say something like “I didn’t think 

By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

I always read articles about baby 
items and wonder if they ever work. 
I wrote one myself about baby items 
recently while I was pregnant, and 
I couldn’t wait to try them out once 

the baby was here. Well, I have tried 
them out, and here are my conclu-
sions.

One of the items I was most 
excited about was the Mammaroo, 
which is a swing that mimics the 
mother’s womb and is very popular 
among moms these days. It retails 
for around $300 and is one of the 
most expensive swings on the 
market. 

I couldn’t wait to put the baby in 
there and have him peacefully go 

The new mommy diaries

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Due to my flexible work schedule,  
II often run errands that are tradition-
ally associated with the matriarch 
of the family; in other words, the 
mother/wife/supervisor/figure of 
maturity and common sense. 

While I’m shopping a list of female 
product stuff - wearing sunglasses, 
a full-coverage mask, and a hoodie 
- I’m frequently complimented by 
female shoppers and cashiers on 
what a “good dad” I am, and how 
lucky my wife and daughters are to 
have a sucker... I mean, a man like 
me, around.

My most recent foray into the 
world of domestic retail took place 
at our local and recently re-opened 

Our community  
joins hands in 
battling virus

SEE PAGE 9-10

Don’t forget
Grandparents 

Day on Sept. 13
SEE PAGE 16



light years distant-aiming a super-
powerful telescope Earthward. What 
do they see? Dinosaurs as they 
were 65 million years ago, or just a 
blue spot?”

A. It is true that the light arriving 
right now at a planet 65 million light 
years away left Earth 65 million 
years ago, when dinosaurs were still 
around, says Clemson astrophys-
icist Bradley Meyer. This means a 
large enough telescope would, in 
principle, be able to see them.

However, it is mind-boggling to 
realize how large that telescope 
would have to be. The resolution 
of a telescope - how well it can 
distinguish two points from a given 
distance - is proportional to the 
diameter of its mirror. 

The Hubble Space Telescope 
(HST) has fantastic resolution: If 
it were sitting in New York City, it 
could see and distinguish two fire-
flies 1 meter (3.3 feet) apart in San 
Francisco!

But, even with that resolution, 
HST can’t resolve in much detail 
individual stars in a galaxy 65 
million light years away; far less 
can it see planets, says Meyer. To 
see the Earth from that distance 
would require a telescope with a 
mirror some 13 billion times bigger 
in diameter than HST (42 times the 
diameter of the Moon’s orbit around 
the Earth). And, to see dinosaurs 
would require a telescope roughly 
40 light-years in diameter!
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Avalanche vs. skier
Q. How much speed can a snowy 

mountainside avalanche get up? 
Could it overtake a fleet downhill 
skier?

A. Such a skier might top 
100 mph, but snow avalanches 
have been known to reach 200 
mph - amazing for all the tonnage 
involved! Upon rare occasions, an 
avalanche will sweep down like a 
freight train across a valley floor 
and up the opposite side a way, 
says Ruth Kirk in “Snow.” Pressures 
near 10 tons/sq. foot have been 
recorded.

Popular belief is that mountain 
animals instinctively save them-
selves. But mountain goats get 
killed by avalanches all the time, 
says Utah Avalanche Center’s 
Bruce Tremper, and “I’ve seen a 
number triggered by sheep, moose, 
deer, etc. The instinctual feel idea is 
mostly myth.”

It really doesn’t take much to set 
the train a-roaring - a slicing skier 
can do it, a snowmobile, a sudden 
warming. When an avalanche gets 
going, usually more like 60-80 mph, 
says Evan Stevens, also of the Utah 
Center, the blocks of snow break 
apart on the way down, then when 
these blocks stop moving, they 

INSTANTLY set up like concrete, 
locking victims in place. “If someone 
is completely buried in an ava-
lanche, it is almost impossible for 
them to dig themselves out. Luckily, 
the devastating avalanches are less 
likely, but it only takes a small one to 
kill someone.”

Do pets keep pets?
Q. Do people’s pets ever have 

their own pets?
A.  A famous instance of this was 

the cat All Ball given to the “talking” 
gorilla Koko, who had always 
shown an interest in cats, real or 
photographed, says Dr. Ann Squire 
in “Why Do Pets Do That.” The 230-
pound female gorilla doted on the 
kitten, until the little one was hit by a 
car. Koko was disconsolate, wailing 
and signing to her trainer Dr. Penny 
Patterson “frown sad” and “cat 
sleep” whenever anyone brought 
up the subject of cats. Finally, when 
Koko picked out a new kitten from 
a litter born at the research station, 
“she was so happy, Dr. Patterson 
said, that she actually danced when 
her new pet arrived.” Which goes 
to show, concludes Dr. Squire, it 
isn’t just humans who can enjoy a 
special relationship with a pet.
Aliens looking at Earth might 

see dinosaurs of our past
Q. From a Ft. Worth TX reader: 

“Imagine advanced aliens 65 million 

Laura was not very 
nice to anyone in her 
long and strong path

Baywood Foods Shopping Center  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

Now
Hiring

Hurricane Laura packed a punch
Hurricane Laura was a deadly and damaging Category 4 Atlantic hurri-

cane that tied the1856 Last Island hurricane as the strongest hurricane ever 
recorded in the U.S. state of Louisiana, as measured by maximum sustained 
winds.

On Tuesday, Aug. 25, the National Hurricane Center upgraded hurricane 
watches to hurricane warnings. Early Thursday morning, the Category 4 
hurricane slammed into the Louisiana coastline with winds of 150 mph. By 5 
a.m., the storm had weakened to Category 3 with still powerful 120 mph.

In Lake Charles, Louisiana, a 
storm tracker videoed a large build-
ing being ripped to shreds by 130 
mph winds from Hurricane Laura. 
The storm destroyed homes and 
businesses in Louisiana and parts of 
Texas as it barreled northward.

The U.S. death toll from Laura  
rose to 16 on Saturday,  Aug. 29, 
with more than half of those killed by 
carbon monoxide poisoning from the 
unsafe operation of generators.

The Louisiana Department of 
Health reported that more than 
220,000 people were without water 
and might not have service for 
weeks or months.

Before heading into the Gulf of 
Mexico, Laura swept through Haiti, 
the Dominican Republic, and Puerto 
Rico on Aug. 22-23, leaving destruc-
tion in its wake. Twenty storm-re-
lated deaths were reported.

The official Atlantic hurricane 
season runs from June through 
November, but occasionally storms 
form outside those months. Sep-
tember is the most common month 
for hurricanes making landfall in 
the U.S., followed by August and 
October, according to an analy-
sis of 1851 to 2015 data by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. No hurricanes made 
U.S. landfall before June and after 
November during the period studied.

By Aug. 26, 2020,13 named 
storms had formed and four —
Hanna,  Isaias, Laura and Marcos 
— became hurricanes. 
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

I WAS JUST RESTING MY 
EYES, OFFICER: A man was 
arrested on drug charges after 
police found him asleep at the wheel 
of his BMW, blocking traffic in Lin-
coln, Neb., at 2:30 in the morning. 
Officers who woke him up said that 
he appeared to be on drugs and had 
a vial in his lap that is believed to 
have contained cocaine.They also 
found $1,370 in cash rolled up with 
cocaine residue on them and a large 
bag with 3.2 grams of cocaine. 

HE MUST BE UP HERE 
SOMEWHERE:  A man was 
caught using a ladder to peer into a 
window of a home in Roswell, Ga. 
When police arrived, he had climbed 
onto the roof, and told officers he 
was looking for his cat. 

HAST THOU PARTAKEN 
OF THE DEVIL’S BREW, 
BROTHER?:  An 18-year-old 
Amish youth got drunk and drove a 
buggy through a stop sign in Har-
mony, N.Y., at a high rate of speed, 
causing it to tip over, ejecting sev-
eral people and injuring the horse. 

ESPECIALLY AFTER THE 
BARS CLOSE: Police, responding 
to a report of a wild beast in West 
Sussex, England, discovered that it 
was a large stuffed animal lean-
ing on the back of a park bench. 
Reported “sightings” of big cats in 
Britain that turn out to be stuffed 
toys are not uncommon. 

CAN I HELP YOU WITH 
THOSE, MA’AM?: Underage 
girls in California have been using 
the virus pandemic to buy liquor 
by dressing as elderly grandmas 
wearing babushkas with a gray 
wig showing, sunglasses, and face 
masks. One store owner not only 
did not ask one teen to show an ID, 
he “was worried she wouldn’t be 
able to carry the bottles herself.” 

HONEY, I’M HOME: A 29-year-
old airline stewardess returned to 
her Seal Harbor, Fla., home at 11 
p.m. to find her fitness instructor/
bartender husband having sexual 
relations with another woman. She 
pounced on her unfaithful spouse, 
giving him a black eye and multiple 
scratches. Then she took his acous-

tic guitar and smashed it against the 
wall. 

IS THERE A PROBLEM, 
OFFICER?: A man, who didn’t 
want to quarantine as required 
because he was entering the state 
of South Australia from New South 
Wales, roared through the Oodla 
Wirra border checkpoint on the 
wrong side of the Barrier Highway, 
high on methamphetamine, in a 
vehicle with blackened-out number 
plates. The cops found the vehicle 
in bushes off a dirt road, and saw 
him emerge from the underbrush.  

WHAT, NO PORRIDGE!?: A 
400-pound bear broke into a cabin 
near Aspen, Colo., at 1:30 in the 
morning by forcing the lever handle 
on the front door and raided the 
refrigerator, waking up the owner. 
The animal took several vicious 
swipes at him before fleeing. The 
owner iS O.K. The bear is being 
hunted. 

HE HAS LOTS OF DAYS OFF 
NOW: A restaurant in Ludington, 
Mich., was forced to cancel a 
wedding rehearsal dinner because a 
busboy claimed he had the virus. He 
didn’t. He just wanted the day off. 

AH, KANSAS: A young couple 
led police on a high-speed chase 
through northeast Kansas, which 
ended when the cops deployed road 
spikes, causing the pair to go off the 
road and hit a cow.

County area two months before 
Hurricane Alicia hit. I spent the night 
Alicia was to make landfall in the 
Brazoria County Courthouse, but I 
probably should have been at the 
Freeport Police Department.

That's where Jim Payne and his 
crew at KBRZ-AM were broad-
casting until something in the radio 
tower broke. That was the best 
place for information about the 
storm, and Jim and his group were 
very good at it. But that's just part 
of the story for a newspaper man.

The next day I went down to 
Surfside to take some photos and 
talk to some people.

I was actually given the day off, 
so I didn't tell my editors in Houston 
that I was heading down there. We 
didn't have cell phones back then.

Entry into Surfside was restricted 

to residents only, but Marshall Phil 
Pesses let me in. Among other 
things, I found a destroyed mobile 
home with only one wall that 
remained standing.

In the background, a man was 
sifting through the rubble. In the 
forefront, sitting on the steps that 
used to lead to the front door, sat 
a young woman with a little girl in 
her lap. I snapped some pictures 
and got into a conversation with 
them.

The girl's name was Stormy. I 
made sure of that by asking both 
parents if that was her real name, 
not just a nickname.

It was getting late, and I needed 
to let the editors know what I was 
doing. I had to get back over the 
bridge and look for a working 
phone before the 5 p.m. news 
budget meeting. As I was making 

my way back, I saw a payphone, 
but the lines leading to it lay along 
the ground. I stopped, and guess 
what? It still had a dial tone. I 
called the news desk just minutes 
before the meeting and headed 
back home, thinking that I would 
write the story remotely.

When I got back to Clute to my 
apartment, which for some reason 
still had power and phone service, 
a message was waiting for me. 
The editors wanted me to deliver 
the roll of film to Houston right 
away. I could write the story at the 

Chronicle, they said. It was going 
to be a long day.

When I got to the Chronicle, I 
dropped the film off at the photo 
department, and one of my editors 
found an open computer for me. 
The story wrote itself. The only 
problem I had was convincing edi-
tors that the little girl's name was 
really Stormy.

The story and photo ran the next 
day on Page 1. It was my first P1 
story in the Chronicle.

I covered many other stories 
during my 12-year stint with the 
Chronicle, but the Stormy article 
was special – not only because 

of the name, but also because it 
reflected in a very real, emotional 
way how the devastation felt, not 
only how it looked.

I met Stormy briefly many years 
later. She remembered the hurri-
cane and the story in the paper. 
Her parents kept a copy of it. No 
matter what happened later in 
her life, that little girl sitting in her 
mother's lap with the mobile home 
falling down all around her became 
etched in time.

I have told this story many times. 
It's one of my favorites. So, if you 
get me going on hurricanes, expect 
to hear about Alicia and Stormy.

(Continued from Page 1)

When Alicia hit here in 1983, I found the Stormy story

• The term “Adam’s apple” comes 
from an ancient belief that a piece 
of the forbidden fruit got stuck in his 
throat, resulting in a lump.

• Batman has beaten Superman 
more than once.

The president’s limo has a refrig-
erator that’s full of his blood type.

• In Brazil, there’s a place called 
“Snake Island,” where people are 
forbidden to travel. It’s the home of 
the golden lancehead pit viper, one 
of the planet’s deadliest snakes. 
The island holds about one deadly 
snake per square meter of land.

• You can always see your nose, 
but your brain mostly ignores it.

Lincoln’s hair, telegram of his death up for auction Sept. 12
By Heather Adams
masslive.com (TMS)

Abraham Lincoln’s “thick lock” 
of hair and “historically significant 
blood-stained telegram” is now 
up for auction by a Boston-based 
company.

The company, RR Auction, is 
currently auctioning off the items 
on-line and will hold a live auction 
in New Hampshire on Sept. 12 at 
1 p.m.

“The above telegram…arrived 
in Washington a few minutes after 
Abraham Lincoln was shot. Next 
day, at the postmortem, when a 
lock of hair, clipped from near the 
President’s left temple, was given 
to Dr. Todd - finding no other paper 
in his pocket - he wrapped the lock, 
stained with blood or brain fluid, 
in this telegram and hastily wrote 
on it in pencil: ‘Hair of A. Lincoln,’” 
according to a typed caption by the 
son of Dr. Lyman Beecher Todd, a 
cousin of Mary Todd Lincoln, the 
website states.

The minimum bid was at $10,000 
and currently has eight bids, which 

brought it to $17,717 as of Aug. 30.
The two items are expected to 

receive a bid of $75,000 or more.
“This is a one-of-a-kind piece of 

history,” the website states.
It might seem like strange items 

today, but Bobby Livingston, 
executive vice president of RR 
Auction, disputes the notion that 
the offerings are a little on the dark 
side, according to The Associated 

Press.
“It’s not macabre. It’s a fascinat-

ing artifact from a horrible tragedy,” 
he told the AP.

 “Collecting locks of hair was 
common after someone passed 
away. It’s such a piece of history. 
The assassination of President Lin-
coln was obviously such a shock.”

Those interested can also bid on 
four of Napoleon’s hairs.

About Lincoln
• Honest Abe was the tallest pres-

ident at 6 feet 4 inches tall.
• He set up a national banking 

system while he was president. He 
also established the Department of 
Agriculture.

• He was known as a gifted story-
teller and liked to tell jokes.

• On the day he was shot, Lincoln 
told his bodyguard that he had 
dreamt he would be assassinated.

• He was the first president who 
had a full beard.
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to sleep. As soon as I did, though, 
the crying started. I thought it might 
take him some time to get used to it, 
and I tried it again later. I put him in 
it again, and the screaming started. 
Over and over again, he screamed. 
He wanted nothing to do with the 
Mammaroo. 

I would give this swing zero 
stars if I could, but every baby is 
different. I took the Mammaroo to 
the garage and almost acted like it 
was the printer on the movie "Office 
Space," but I left it intact so that I 
could re-sell it.

 I bought a more traditional 
swing. The baby is currently sound 
asleep in it. 

Another item that I was excited 
about was called “The Shusher.” 
It retails for around $40, and the 
Kardashians are known to use it to 
put their kids to sleep, which should 
have been my first red flag.

It’s a portable sound device that 
shushes over and over so that you 
don’t have to. The manufacturer 
mentions that it is great for car rides 

and stroller walks.
The Shusher almost ended up 

across the other side of the house 
one night, another product to which 
my baby gives zero stars. It made 
him scream even more. It ended up 
being returned, but the store should 
have paid me for how that device 
wrecked my sleep that night. 

The Karshashians must have 
made a deal with the company 
because there is no way this 
worked on all of their kids. Lesson 
learned! 

Lastly, another zero star review 
would be the beloved Bumbo seat. 
Everyone told me to put this on my 
registry, and it’s probably great if 
you have a smaller baby, but if you 
have a larger baby, stay away from 
it and go with a more traditional 
sit-up seat. 

My big baby’s legs are a little fat, 
and they got stuck in it. I was ready 

to cut the Bumbo up to get baby 
out, or call Jaws of Life, but luckily 
my husband was home. It took both 
of us to get him out of it.

There are a couple of products 
that I would give five-star reviews. 
This would include baby’s bouncer. 

He poops every time he’s in it, 
which makes us both happy. His 
pack n’ play is one of our favorite 
items because baby can sleep, 
play, and get changed all in the 
same place. He might like it more 
than his bassinet because he has 
more room to sleep and move. 

His bassinet gets a four-star 
review due to the fact that he is 
outgrowing it too fast, but it has a 
built-in sound machine and lights up 
the room with stars, which is pretty 
neat. 

It even puts me to sleep. Once he 
moves to his crib and doesn’t need 
the bassinet anymore, you can take 
the sound machine off and still use 
it with his new bed. That feels like a 
parenting win to me.

A surprising item that I wish I 
could give 100 stars to would be the 

While some products are duds, others get 5 stars from baby
(Contiued from Page 1)

What works and what 
doesn’t? Only baby 

knows for sure.

Bed Bath & Beyond store, where I 
was deployed to purchase new bath 
linens for our three daughters. 

Although I thought their previous 
towels and washcloths were just 
getting “broke in good,” my wife 
assured me that the girls could no 
longer bathe and dry themselves 
without risk of strangulation from the 
holes, snags, and dangling hems - 
besides the fact that you could see 
through the material. Who knew 
girls could be so picky?

I actually enjoy shopping in Bed 
Bath & Beyond because the store 
smells so clean and makes me feel 
like I’m in a giant bathroom - the 
one place in my house where I can 
get some privacy from everyone 
except my daughters’ two doglets, 
who think that I require their assis-
tance with any activity involving the 
commode.

Speaking of the commode, after 
a brief detour through an elaborate 
display of Poo-Pourri toilet sprays, 
the fun ended when I finally reached 
the towel section. The variety of 
colors, thread counts and bun cov-

erage was staggering, and I didn’t 
see anything that resembled the 
once light-bluish towel-like thingies 
the girls had been using and that 
presumably matched their bathroom 
decor.

I first had to choose from among 
ambiguously blue colors like Glacier, 
Cornflower, Fog, Seafoam and 
Cloud. It was like looking at some 
newfangled box of crayons invented 
by a sadistic environmentalist.

Then I had to decide on an appro-
priate size of towel that would allow 
my daughters to envelop them-
selves like giant burritos.

 The towels ranged in size from 
large enough to clean industrial 
mining equipment to roughly the 
dimensions of a Cheez-It.

I finally settled on acceptably 
soft, medium-sized towels in an 
almost-recognizable color called 
Denim Blue, which I was confident 
would be exactly the wrong thing.

One consolation of this shopping 
trip was that I came armed with an 
arsenal of coupons. My daughters 
always roll their eyes and say, 
“O.K, Boomer!” when I reach into 

the glove compartment and pull 
out my trusty gallon-sized Ziploc 
baggie bulging with mostly expired 
coupons. 

What they fail to realize is that 
these coupons allow me to imag-
ine that I’m getting a great deal 
on boring, ancillary stuff like food 
and toiletries so that I can justify 
purchasing their life essentials like 
EarPods and UGG slippers. And 
Bed Bath & Beyond happily accepts 
multiple coupons for each transac-
tion, expired or not, per company 
policy - or maybe they just feel sorry 
for me.

When I arrived home, I was sur-

prised that my wife and daughters 
approved of my purchases. The only 
problem was that I was short about 
a dozen towels and washcloths - 
since apparently three teenage girls 
use enough bath linens on a daily 
basis to run their own limo-detailing 
service. This meant I had to make 
another trip to Bed Bath & Beyond, 
which was actually fine with me.

I still had enough expired cou-
pons for the additional towels and 
washcloths, and while I was at it, I 
could grab the dogs and me a six-
pack of Poo-Pourri.

(Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East Texas. 
Contact Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.)

(continued from Page 1)

When daughters need new towels, I go coupon shopping Merlin’s Magic Sleepsuit. 
Baby has some issues with being 

startled and is very active, but as 
soon as I put this on him for bed, he 
is instantly comforted and goes to 
sleep. He looks like a little marsh-
mallow in it too - it’s adorable. 

So, you never know what your 
baby might love, like, or hate. But 
don't fall into the “fad” trap. I have 
retreated to using proven brands 

and products that have worked best 
for babies over the years. There 
is a reason they have been on the 
market for so long.

It doesn't have to be fancy or a 
technological marvel. It just has to 
work.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Have a banana

The banana is the most popular 
fruit in the United States and 
around the world. The average 
person eats about 100 of them a 
year, which comes out to about 
25 to 33 pounds worth.

• Over 4 million babies are born each year in the United States. Despite 
this large number, it is lower by 2% of the birth rate of previous years. This 
indicates that fewer and fewer couples are having children. The total U.S. 
population now totals over 327 billion people.

• Babies have 100 more bones than fully grown adults. As babies, we 
have around 300 bones in total. As we grow older, some of these bones fuse 
into one. A fully grown adult will have a total of 206 bones in their body.



We’re All In This TogetherWe’re All In This Together

Gina Renee's

Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE

MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at

2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675
ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Search "GinaReneesCatering"
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A donation of goodies to frontline workers at UWBC was presented from 
the Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club. Thank you for recognizing our case man-
agers on the frontlines who are helping those affected by Covid-19.

Alvin Sunrise Club donates supplies to UWCDC risk classifications for reopening schools – from lowest to highest
       Lowest Risk
Students and teachers 

engage in virtual-only classes, 
activities, and events.

        Some Risk
Hybrid Learning Model: 

Some students participate in 
virtual learning and other stu-
dents participate in in-person 
learning.

Small, in-person classes, 
activities, and events.

Cohorting, alternating sched-
ules, and staggered schedules 
are applied rigorously.

No mixing of groups of stu-
dents and teachers through-
out/across school days.

Students and teachers do 
not share objects.

Students, teachers, and 
staff follow all steps to protect 
themselves and others at all 
times, including proper use of 
face masks, social distancing, 
hand hygiene.

Regularly scheduled (i.e., at 
least daily or between uses) 
cleaning and disinfection of 
frequently touched areas 

implemented with fidelity.
     Medium Risk
Hybrid Learning Model: Most 

students participate in in-per-
son learning, some students 
participate in virtual learning.

Larger in-person classes, 
activities, and events.

Cohorting, alternating sched-
ules, and staggered schedules 
are applied with some excep-
tions.

Some mixing of groups of 
students and teachers through-
out/across school days.

Students and teachers mini-
mally share objects.

Students, teachers, and 
staff follow all steps to pro-
tect themselves and others, 
such as proper use of face 
masks, social distancing, hand 
hygiene’

Regularly scheduled clean-
ing and disinfection of fre-
quently touched areas largely 
implemented with fidelity.

     Higher Risk
Students and teachers 

engage in in-person only learn-

ing, activities, and events.
Students minimally mix 

between classes and activities.
Students and teachers share 

some objects.
Students, teachers, and staff 

follow some steps to protect 
themselves and others at all 
times, such as proper use of 
face masks, social distancing, 
hand hygiene.

Irregular cleaning and disin-
fection of frequently touched 
areas.

       Highest Risk
Students and teachers 

engage in in-person only learn-
ing, activities, and events.

Students mix freely between 
classes and activities.

Students and teachers freely 
share objects.

Students, teachers, and staff 
do not/are not required to follow 
steps to protect themselves and 
others, such as proper use of 
face masks, social distancing, 
hand hygiene.

COVID-19 symptoms from mild to severe
COVID-19 affects different people in different ways. Infected 

people have had a wide range of symptoms reported – from mild 
symptoms to severe illness.

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. 
People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:

Fever or chills; Cough; Shortness of breath or difficulty breath-
ing; Fatigue; Muscle or body aches; Headache; New loss of taste 
or smell; Sore throat; Congestion or runny nose; Nausea or vomit-
ing; Diarrhea; Look for emergency warning signs for COVID-19. 

If someone is showing any of these signs, seek emergency 
medical care immediately: Trouble breathing; Persistent pain or 
pressure in the chest; New confusion; Inability to wake or stay 
awake; Bluish lips or face.
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We formed a cavalry and chased 
Indians. Then we became a tribe 
and chased the cavalry. We had a 
shootout with Bonnie and Clyde. We 
went after bootleggers, gangsters 
and G-men.

 We set traps for grizzly bears, 
mountain lions and swamp mon-
sters – but didn’t catch any. Proba-
bly a good thing – those things can 
be harder to turn loose than they 
are to catch.

 I think we may have caught 
some fish. I know I caught a Bull-
frog. He hit a small lure. Bullfrogs 
don’t fight fair. They jump out of the 
water, go into the brush, around 
trees, and wherever they want to. 
I FINALLY got a hand on him and 
worked the lure loose, then let him 
go.

 Cousin Gene was with us, and 
he was about four cents shy of a 
sixteen-penny nail. Great Uncle 
Walter didn’t want his Jerseys 
getting cut up on barbed wire, so 
he had an electric fence around his 
pasture.

 I bet Gene a dime that he 
couldn’t pee over the electric fence. 
When he started out, everything 
was fine. Then he started losing 
pressure. When the water met the 

wire, he did an Olympic-quality 
standing double back flip with a 
three-quarter twist. He didn’t laugh 
… but the rest of us thought it 
was hilarious. I gave him the dime 
anyway because he did pee over 
the fence – at least at first.

 By mid-afternoon, we were all 
hungry, thirsty, and generally worn 
out, so we struggled back toward 
the barn. Uncle Walter saw the sad 
shape we were in. He invited us 
into the barn – it was cooler than 
the pasture or the creek bottom. 
The barn was not air conditioned 
but did have several large fans to 
circulate the air.

 He sat us down at a picnic table 
close to one of the fans. Then he 
got three pitchers, some glasses, 
and a long-handled ladle. There 
was a big concrete box in the 
corner that was full of refrigerated 
water – cold as ice. In the box were 
his big milk cans. The cans were full 
of raw Jersey milk – also ice cold.

 This milk was not pasteurized, 
homogenized four percent milk like 
you buy in the store. This milk had 
to be at least 10 percent butterfat. 
Using the giant ladle, he stirred the 
cream on top into the lighter milk 
below. Then he filled the pitchers 
and put them on the table.

 About this time, Aunt Mary 
walked into the barn carrying a 
large tray with a half dozen loaves 
of homemade, yeast-risen bread. 
The aroma was indescribable. The 
bread had a brown, crispy crust and 
was so hot that Uncle Walter had to 
cover the loaves with a towel while 
he sliced off big chunks with a knife 
so large it made Jim Bowie’s knife 
look like a toy.

 The tray also held two plates 
loaded down with freshly churned 
butter made from the Jersey cream.

 Aunt Mary also had several 
mason jars of fig and pear pre-
serves that she had canned. She 
cooked them down to the point that 
you had to turn the jars over and 
dig the goodies out with a fork.

 I’ve eaten a lot of meals in my 79 
years, but this is one I will always 
remember.

 As we finished up, Aunt Mary 
called Grandpa Ruffo to come get 
us. 

We were so full of good, rich food 
that we had to help each other into 
the pick-up bed for our ride back to 
the farm.

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Boyhood outing complete with farm-fresh meal, pranks
(Continued from Page 1)

I needed insurance. It has never 
flooded in this neighborhood 
before.”

I have, so I renew. 
The FEMA study had other inter-

esting tidbits:
For the past four years, hurri-

canes have caused above-average 
flooding.

In high-risk areas, there is at least 
a one-in-four chance of flooding 
during a 30-year mortgage. 

Just an inch of water in a home 
can cause more than $25,000 in 
damage.

While we are in hurricane season, 
let me put in a good word for a 
much-maligned group: Journalists. 

We often laugh at television 
reporters as they hype oncoming 
storms by standing in ankle-deep 
water and making it seem like a 
100-year flood.

I once heard a veteran reporter 
on live television breathlessly 
proclaim that “the ocean water is 

coming up onto the beach.” He 
made it sound as if this was an 
extraordinary event.

Despite some of the antics of the 
television reporters, let’s remember 
that reporters and photographers 
are providing the public with vital 
information.

 And they are doing it while 
worrying about their own safety, the 
safety of their families and the fate 
of their homes.  

From Alicia to Rita, I have been 
involved in covering more hurri-
canes that I can remember. Having 
to work apart from my family during 
a hurricane has created some awk-
ward moments.

It was during Ike or Rita that 
my wife and I agreed that while I 
worked at the paper my wife would 
evacuate our Clear Lake home.  
She led a three-car caravan carry-
ing her father, mother, sister, niece, 
daughter and several cats and dogs 
across the state in search of a place 
to stay.

The caravan, in vain, tried one 
hotel after another. I was no help.  
All I could do was call ahead 
between breaks looking for reserva-
tions for them. 

After many miles, they finally 
landed a place in Johnson City. 

She called me the next day and 
asked how I was doing. It took every 
bit of integrity I had to confess that 
the Chronicle, for safety and opera-
tional reasons, had booked me into 
a hotel adjacent to the paper. And it 
wasn’t a Motel 6.

While my stressed and tired wife 
was trying to keep everyone happy 
in Johnson City, I was spending off- 
hours in a luxury hotel with every 
possible convenience.  

It still is a sore point with her … 
as it should be. I doubt I can con-
vince her to evacuate next time. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516) 

(Continued from Page 1)

Flood insurance is cheap when compared to what recovery costsThanks for nothing, Spanish lottery
By Jerry Zezima
Tribune News Service (TNS)

If I ever won Powerball and 
survived the shock, a technical 
necessity since you can’t collect 
if you are legally dead, I still 
wouldn’t be in the money. That’s 
because my wife, a neat person, 
would inadvertently throw out 
the ticket or I, a messy person, 
would put the ticket somewhere 
in the house for safekeeping and 
never find it again.

But I am happy to report that 
my heart is still beating, albeit 
at a much faster rate, because 
I have just won 1 million euros 
in the Spanish Lotto Lottery and 
am eligible to win $1.3 billion in 
the year-end drawing of the Euro 
Millo Lottery.

The timing couldn’t have been 
better because approximately 
half an hour before receiving the 
good news via email, it took my 
bank exactly three seconds to 
reject my on-line application for a 
line of credit.

Stunned at the speed with 
which I was rejected, which was 
even faster than what I expe-
rienced on the dating scene 
before I met my wife, I called 
the bank’s 800 number and was 
connected to the “fulfillment 
department.”

After hearing a disembodied 
voice say that the call “may be 
monitored and/or recorded for 
quality assurance purposes,” I 
spoke with a “customer service 
specialist.”

“There is some delinquency on 
your credit,” she said.

“I used to be a juvenile delin-
quent,” I told her. “I’m all grown 
up now, but I’m still juvenile. Will 
you give me credit for that?”

“I’m afraid I can’t,” she said.
“The bank must have set the 

world record for fastest rejec-
tion,” I noted.

“It doesn’t take long at all,” she 
explained. “Thank you for being 
a valued client and have a good 
day.”

The rejection caused dejection 
until I got an email from Paul 
Schmiitz, award consulting direc-
tor of the Spanish Lotto Lottery, 
informing me of my fabulous 
winnings.

I phoned him but got this 
recording: “Your call cannot be 
completed as dialed. Please 
check the number and call 
again.”

So I sent him the following 
email:

Dear Mr. Schmiitz:
I’m Jerry Zezima, an interna-

tionally syndicated newspaper 
columnist whose work, I am 
proud to say, has no redeeming 
social value.

Because I had to take a vow 
of poverty when I went into 
journalism, and because I was 
just rejected for a bank loan, and 
because the price of beer has 
gone up during the pandemic, I 
was beside myself (my wife was 
in another room) with excitement 
to receive your email informing 
me that I have won 1 million 
euros in the Spanish Lotto 
Lottery.

If that weren’t generous 
enough (the mortgage is due, so 
it isn’t), I am eligible to partici-
pate in the Euro Millo Lottery’s 
year-end drawing for $1.3 billion. 
That’s a lot of beer money. I’m 
not sure I would take it all in one 
lump sum because it would only 
weigh down my pants and put 
me in a higher tax bracket.

Still, I am so excited about 
this windfall that I would like to 
write a column about you and 
the lottery. As proof of just how 
low journalistic standards have 
sunk, my columns run in papers 
around the world, so you would 
be getting lots of free publicity. 
After giving me all that money, 
it’s probably the only kind you 
could afford.

Thanks very much, Mr. 
Schmiitz. I await your reply (and 
the 1 million euros) with bated 
breath. In the meantime, I guess 
I should brush my teeth.

Sincerely,
Jerry Zezima
P.S. Pay the phone bill. Your 

number is out of service.
I am shocked to say that I 

have not heard back.
(Jerry Zezima’s fifth book, 

“Every Day Is Saturday,” will 
soon be available on Amazon. 
JerryZ111@optonline.net; jerry-
zezima.blogspot.com.)

Brazoria County Dementia Conference moves to Zoom
Since the pandemic has caused 

large, in-person gatherings to be 
curtailed, the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project 
(BCAAP) has pivoted and will 
present their 2020 Brazoria County 
Dementia Conference as a webinar 
via Zoom from 10:30 am to 1:15 pm 
on Sept. 25. 

The webinar is free, and registra-
tion is available by sending an email 
to office@gatheringplacebrazoria.
org.

“We were not going to let COVID-
19 stop us from providing demen-
tia education to Brazoria County 
residents,” Dale Libby, BCAAP 
Coordinator and CEO of the Gather-
ing Place said.

“We have decided to continue our 

emphasis on dementia prevention 
after our recent webinar, “What We 
Know Now – Alzheimer’s in 2020.” 
The topics to be presented will dis-
cuss how a healthy lifestyle is key to 
preventing Alzheimer’s,” Libby said.

The keynote speaker for the 
webinar will be Dr. Margaret Apos-
tol, M.D., The Institute for Functional 
Medicine, Flower Mound, TX. Dr. 
Apostol will present “Why Nutrition 
and Lifestyle is the Foundation 
for Cognitive Health.” She will be 
answering questions after the pre-
sentation. Also, a YouTube video by 
Dr. Mark Hyman, Cleveland Clinic 
Center for Functional Medicine, 
“Why Fixing the Gut is Key to Heal-
ing Chronic Disease” will be shown.

“In addition to these two topics, 

we will have short videos from five 
of our local Community Partners, 
explaining the care giving services 
that they provide. These videos start 
at 10:30 am,“ Libby added.

“We believe that Brazoria County 
could be one of the healthiest in 
the nation for senior citizens. We 
hope that by raising awareness of 
Alzheimer’s in Brazoria County with 
our webinars, more people will take 
advantage of the services pro-
vided by the Gathering Place and 
BCAAP.” Libby concluded.

Sponsors of the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment and the Gathering Place.  
For more information, call (979) 
236-5393.

Port Freeport Commission approves increase to tax exemption
At the regularly scheduled meet-

ing on Aug. 27, the Port Freeport 
Commission approved a resolution 
to increase the additional residence 
homestead exemption for individ-
uals 65 years of age or older or 
disabled from the existing $150,000 
to $175,000. 

 The increased exemption, along 

with the 20 percent general home-
stead exemption already adopted, 
will provide further tax relief for 
those qualifying navigation district 
residents age 65 years or older or 
disabled, many of whom are retired 
or living on a fixed income.

“As progress continues with Port 
Freeport’s strategic initiatives that 
will support more local job creation 
and overall economic prosperity for 
the region, the Port Commission 
is pleased to be in the position 

to increase the exemption, which 
will more than offset the average 
increase in appraised residential 
values for qualifying residents age 
65 or older or disabled,” said Port 
Commission Chairman, Shane 
Pirtle.

More information about the tax 
exemptions offered by Port Freeport 
can be found on the Port Freeport 
website at www.PortFreeport.com 
along with links to the Brazoria 
County Appraisal District website.

When should you 
get a colonoscopy?
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Colorectal cancer is the sec-
ond-leading cause of cancer death 
in the U.S. The U.S. Preventive Ser-
vices Task Force and the Multi-So-
ciety Task Force on colon cancer 
encourage patients to start screen-
ing at age 50 unless they have 
other risk factors like family history 
or inflammatory diseases that could 
predispose them to colon cancer. 

However, African Americans may 
consider getting screened at an 
earlier age. Dr. John Kisiel, a Mayo 
Clinic gastroenterologist, explains 
who is at risk.

“African Americans are often 
diagnosed with either more 
advanced disease or may have 
more aggressive disease when they 
are diagnosed, and that’s matched 
stage for stage.”

Dr. Kisiel says there is more 
encouragement for African Amer-
icans to maybe start screening at 
age 45.

Details you need to know about flooding
• 25% of flooding occurs outside areas formally designated as being flood 

prone (i.e. Special Flood Hazard Areas).
• 90% of all presidential-declared U.S. natural disasters involve flooding.
• Flood damage is virtually never covered by standard homeowners insur-

ance.
• Floods are the most common and widespread of all natural disasters.

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 77515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

Homemade Tortillas

Any
Breakfast Burrito

& Mexican
Coke

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

(Good thru Sept. 28, 2020)

$695
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Limited 

dine-in. Please call to reserve a 
seat.

Wednesday, Sept. 9: Oven-fried 
chicken, buttered noodles, vege-
table medley, hominy, garlic toast, 
peaches & cottage cheese, dessert.

Thursday, Sept. 10: Sausage, 
onions & potatoes, corn casserole, 
okra & tomatoes, watermelon, corn-
bread, dessert.

Friday, Sept. 11: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, carrots, peas, slow, 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

biscuits, dessert.
Monday, Sept. 14: Chili with 

beans, rice, stewed appes, zucchini 
& tomatoes, peaches with cottage 
cheese, crackers, dessert.

Tuesday, Sept. 15: Chicken in 
pasta sauce, buttered noodles, 
carrots, green beans, tossed salad, 
garlic sticks, dessert. 

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on 
wheels available - call before 9:30 am. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m. Transportation available - call before 
8:30 a.m.

Q: I am a political science stu-
dent but am disillusioned by those 
who say that because Amer-
ica was founded on Christian 
principles it will never fall. Does 
the Bible speak about a nation’s 
sovereignty? - P.S.

A: The Bible is filled with 
knowledge about the nations 
and kingdoms of the world, but 
the one Kingdom that will never 
fall is the Kingdom of Almighty 
God. When Jesus lived on earth, 
Rome was a prosperous, growing 
empire. It possessed a military, 
artistic and ethical superiority over 
other nations and was equipped 
intellectually and militarily to hold 
the place as the world’s No. 1 
power. But Jesus saw the whole 
structure of the Roman Empire as 
something fleeting and temporary.

He talked of the world with its 
armed might, its great edifices 
and institutions - the world that 
the Romans doubtless thought of 
as the “great society.” But it was 
something that would eventually 
crumble. Jesus spoke of the 
seeds of war, hate, lust, and 
greed. He talked of the end of the 
existing world of that day.

The Roman world did end, the 
Empire did fall. Caesar’s “great 
society” disintegrated. But Christ’s 
Kingdom Society will endure 
forever. It will endure because the 
Kingdom Society is not built on 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

One Kingdom that will never fail
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

the false promises of mere men.
How does the Kingdom of God 

differ from man’s created societ-
ies? Conversion is a requirement 
of citizenship. Jesus Christ said, 
“Unless you are converted ... 
you will by no means enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 
18:3). Those who belong to God’s 
Kingdom are transformed from 
the inside out by the power of 
God, delivered from the power 
of darkness. “In [Him] we have 
redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 
1:14). The Kingdom of God is built 
one soul at a time, for the Bible 
says: “The one who comes to Me 
I will by no means cast out” (John 
6:37).

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
So how will they spin the upcom-

ing NHL expansion draft — recy-
cling hockey players?

Twitter up!
Three swings at this bizarre year 

in baseball:
— “In 1920 Major League 

Baseball outlawed the spitball. One 
hundred years later, MLB is outlaw-
ing spit.” — Mike Curto, Tacoma 
Rainiers broadcaster

— “So this year there will be two 
spring trainings, and neither will 
be in the spring.” — Jeff Fletcher, 
Orange County Register

— “Remember the old adage: 
Every team’s gonna win 20 and lose 
20; it’s the other 20 that makes the 
difference.” — Anthony Castrovince, 
MLB.com

In the wrong bag
Golf.com, in an article headlined 

“11 ways you ruin your golf round 
before it even starts,” listed things 
such as showing up too late, not 
getting enough sleep, etc.

Somehow not making the list: 
Drunkenly boasting to your playing 
partner you’re going to shoot your 
age today — forgetting that you’re 
only 27.

Tackled for a loss
This score just in from the 

canceled Cowboys-Steelers Hall 
of Fame Game and postponed 
induction ceremony in early August: 
COVID 19, NFL 0.

Bears 2, Cowboy 0
Security video captured Cowboys 

safety Ha-Ha Clinton-Dix’s startling 
encounter with a mama bear and 
her cub in his driveway — causing 
him to toss his scooter and run for 
his life in the opposite direction.

Haven’t seen an NFL player react 
to an encounter with two bears like 
that since Dick Butkus teamed with 
Doug Atkins.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Mask up for self-defence, 
says Bob Uecker

Bob Uecker lost 102 games off 
his virus-shortened 50th season 
as a Brewers broadcaster, but he 
hasn’t lost his sense of humor.

“I’m doing what everybody else 
is doing, and that’s stay locked 
down, shut down and wear a mask 
if I do need one,” the ex-catcher, 
86, told MLB.com. “I went in the 
store a couple of weeks ago with a 
catcher’s mask, and they told me it 
was the wrong one. It helps when 
you get punched in the face, but 
that’s about it.”

Punched in the face?
“Yeah,” Uecker said. “A lot of 

people are still living who saw me 
play.”

It’s not even-Steven
Steve Raible — who retired 

recently as news anchor at Seat-
tle’s KIRO-TV — caught an 80-yard 
TD pass in the Seahawks’ inaugu-
ral 1976 season.

The original Hawks’ “other” 
pass-catching Steve — future Hall 
of Famer Largent — never caught 
one longer than 74 yards in his 14 
NFL seasons.

Next in Lion
Sheila Ford Hamp, 69, has 

replaced her mother, 94-year-old 
Martha Firestone Ford, as Detroit 
Lions owner and chairperson.

In other words, the Lions traded 
in their 1925 Ford for a 1951 
model.

Green, green ice of home
Seattle’s newly branded Climate 

Pledge Arena will live up to its 
moniker, using reclaimed rainwater 
for its ice surface and generating 
zero waste from its operations and 
events.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Italians eat so much pasta and bread, the goverment will give gluten-intol-

erant citizens a stiped of up to 140 euros per month to buy gluten-free food.
• Since 2007, all of McDonald’s delivery trucks in the UK have been fueled 

by used cooking oil from their restaurants.
• On October 1st, 1861, Charles Darwin wrote in his journal: “I am very 

poorly today and very stupid and hate everybody and everything.”
• An estimated 5 to 10 percent of people have never had a headache.
• Daniel Radcliffe broke more than 80 wands while filming the Harry Potter 

movies because he would use them as drumsticks.
• When Elon Musk was 17, he spent a month living off $1 a day to see if he 

had what it took to become an entrepreneur. He ate a hot dogs and oranges.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Rene of “Ransom” (1996)
6 Not as expensive
10 A bit loopy
14 Part of “the works” on a burger
15 Old man, in German
16 Needle case
17 1950 Gloria Swanson film
20 Peanut butter choice
21 Like wax fruit
22 Note from one who’s shy?

24 Laser pointer chaser
25 1979 Jim Henson film
33 Get out of bed
34 Jazz instruments
35 Peruvian singer Sumac
36 Squirrel’s hoard
37 Credited in an endnote
38 Place to tie up a boat
39 24-hr. cash source
40 Equestrian
41 “That’s __!”: “Piece of cake!”

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
ANGOLA  CANADA  BRAZIL  GAMBIA  LATVIA  PANAMA

42 1988 Demi Moore film
45 News initials
46 __ bunt: productive MLB out
47 Looks at closely
52 “John Wick” star Keanu
57 2002 Woody Allen film ... or 
what each of the last words of 17-, 
25- and 42-Across can be
59 “Garfield” dog
60 Baseball family name
61 Dalai Lama’s land
62 Have a craving for
63 Appraise
64 Clairvoyants

DOWN
1 PBS painter Bob
2 E pluribus __
3 Chinese: Pref.
4 Fair-to-middling
5 Previous
6 Chem class
7 Fair-haired Wells race
8 Flabbergast
9 Chose
10 Actor Danny who appears in 
M&M’s commercials
11 Run __: drink on credit
12 Roll and bind, as a sail
13 Laundry soap brand
18 Commandment pronoun
19 Red-wrapped cheeses
23 Positive aspect
25 “The __ is out there”: “The 
X-Files” catchphrase
26 Blackjack request
27 Handy Scrabble tile
28 Eucharistic plate
29 Applies, as pressure
30 Competing (for)
31 “Know what __?”
32 Wyatt of the Old West
33 Future MD’s class
37 1860s North-South conflict
38 Letter before omega
40 Settle, as a debt
41 Climbs
43 Rental from a renter
44 Tortoise racer
47 Website with step-by-step 
instructions
48 “Star Wars” sentence inverter
49 Tiger Woods’ ex
50 1970 Kinks hit
51 Chimney residue
53 Actress Falco
54 Vague feeling
55 The “E” in DOE: Abbr.
56 Some NCOs
58 Deserving
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one could say the magic word that 
unlocks your confidence. Once you 
are relatively assured that you’re 
doing the right thing, you can easily 
handle a financial issue. Try to rely 
on a consensus of peers in the 
week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In 
the week to come, you may have 
opportunities to connect with people 
who can enrich your life. People 
who always honor promises will 
show their true colors even if there 
is a slight communication error.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Partners or loved ones could get all 
the attention. You might be both-
ered or bewildered when someone 
misinterprets your well-intentioned 
kindnesses. Put your concerns and 
doubts aside in the upcoming week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Relationships could be fraught with 
intense emotional content, so it’s in 
your best interests to be logical and 
calm. Use objectivity and impartiality 
to deal with touchy or temperamen-
tal people in the week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You might be challenged by 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): As 
this week unfolds, your popularity 
may grow and give you an opportu-
nity to hook up with exciting people. 
You may be motivated to get ahead 
on the job and might successfully 
vie for a better position.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
might experience crossed wires 
when you try to communicate with 
loved ones or co-workers. In the 
upcoming week, you should be able 
to make a change if faced with a 
situation that doesn’t live up to your 
expectations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put 
your credit card back in your pocket 
during the first half of the week. It’s 
likely that an investment or some-
thing you want to buy won’t be as 
worthwhile as you think. Focus on 
meeting your goals.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): With 
Venus in your sign, you might prefer 
peace at any cost, and you may be 
overly sensitive to perceived slights 
in the week to come. To avoid mis-
understandings, keep your cool and 
don’t take anything personally.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Some-

adverse financial situations or a 
drain on your resources. You can 
overcome any problem by being 
open to new ways of handling 
things. Focus on being innovative 
as the week unfolds.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): It’s usually only in fairy tales 
that fantasies come true. Keep your 
dreams and expectations grounded 
in the realm of the possible. Focus 
on being more realistic in the week 
ahead, especially when dealing with 
partners and loved ones.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
As this week goes by, you may 
notice a transition within your family 
unit. Perhaps a schedule change 
will make it easier to have family 
dinners together, or you can make a 
positive breakthrough with commu-
nications.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
The ideas you toss back and 
forth with a companion might be 
impractical. Later in the week, a 
partner may present you with ways 
to accomplish what you envision. 
Concentrate on being honorable 
with financial obligations.

September 8
1935 - U.S. Senator Huey P. 

Long, “The Kingfish” of Louisiana 
politics, was shot and mortally 
wounded. He died two days later.

1945 - Bess Myerson of New 
York was crowned Miss America. 
She was the first Jewish contestant 
to win the title.

1974 - U.S. President Ford 
granted an unconditional pardon to 
former U.S. President Nixon.

September 9
1942 - Japan dropped incendiar-

ies over NE in an attempt to set fire 
to the forests in Oregon and Wash-
ington. The forest did not ignite.

1948 - North Korea became the 
People’s Democratic Republic of 
Korea.

1950 - Sal Maglie (New York 
Giants) pitched a fourth consecutive 
shutout. Only four other pitchers 
in the National League had ever 
accomplished this feat.

September 10
1913 - The Lincoln Highway 

opened. It was the first paved 
coast-to-coast highway in the U.S.

1921 - The Ayus Autobahn in 
Germany opened near Berlin. The 
road is known for its nonexistent 
speed limit.

1935 - “Popeye” was heard on 
NBC radio for the first time.

September 11
2001 - 19 militants associated 

with the Islamic extremist group al 
Qaeda hijacked four airplanes and 
carried out suicide attacks against 
targets in the United States. Two of 
the planes were flown into the twin 
towers of the World Trade Center 
in New York City, a third plane hit 
the Pentagon just outside Wash-
ington, D.C., and the fourth plane 
crashed in a field in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. Almost 3,000 people 
were killed during the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, which triggered major U.S. 
initiatives to combat terrorism and 
defined the presidency of George 
W. Bush.

September 12
1953 - U.S. Senator John F. 

Kennedy married Jacqueline Lee 
Bouvier.

1953 - Nikita Krushchev was 

elected as the first secretary of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union.

1984 - Michael Jordan signed a 
seven-year contract to play basket-
ball with the Chicago Bulls.

September 13
1935 - Aviator Howard Hughes, 

Jr., of Houston, set a new airspeed 
record of 352 mph with his H-1 
airplane (Winged Bullet).

1943 - Chiang Kai-shek became 
the president of China.

1970 - The first New York City 
Marathon took place. Fireman Gary 
Muhrucke won the race.

September 14
1938 - The VS-300 made its first 

flight. The craft was based on the 
helicopter technology patented by 
Igor Sikorsky.

1940 - The Selective Service Act 
was passed by the U.S. Congress 
providing the first peacetime draft in 
the United States.

1999 - Disney World closed down 
for the first time in its 28-year his-
tory. The closure was due to Hurri-
cane Floyd heading for Florida.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: CARGO  SHOVE  COTTON  PRIMER
Answer: The plastic surgeon who was known for leaving no scars was a -- SMOOTH OPERATOR
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Happy Grandparents Day

Sunday, September 13
Make it a special day for grandpa, grandma

The History
of Grandparents Day

Marian McQuade hoped to estab-
lish a national day that would honor 
grandparents, and in 1970 she 
began a campaign to do so. 

McQuade raised awareness 
about senior citizens throughout the 
1970s. In 1978, President Jimmy 
Carter declared the first Sunday 
after Labor Day to be National 
Grandparents Day. Each year, the 
president in office issues a procla-
mation to keep the tradition going.

Grandparents Day has both an 
official flower and song. The official 
flower is the forget-me-not, and the 
song is Johnny Prill’s “A Song for 
Grandma and Grandpa.” Both were 
chosen by the National Grandpar-
ents Day Council.

Many grandparents are home-
bound, so let’s all take time to visit 
or call them, or send a gift or card. 
They need us now more than ever.


