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The average 
dude with a 
bass boat

Galveston is a shining example of how a community can 
bounce back after destroyed by a devastating storm

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Instead of trying to write about Hurricane 
Harvey, the rudest guest we’ve had around 
here for an awfully long time, I’ve opted to 
post the following piece I did for the Houston 
Chronicle and the Associated Press nine 
years ago, right after Hurricane Ike devastated 
Galveston. Here’s why: the prediction I  made 
back then about how the people of Galveston 
would get up, rebuild, and persevere proved 
to be true.  

And I have no doubt that everyone affected 
by this storm will do exactly the same thing.  
The same spirit of bravery, determination, 
and compassion I saw back then and tried to 
capture in this piece is alive, strong, and obvi- The photo  of the Balinese Ballroom was shot by Ron’s daughter 

Kara Siegel not long before it was destroyed by the storm.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The top story for a very long 
time around here will be Hurricane 
Harvey, and how we handled the 
aftermath – the courage, the self-
giving, the community spirit. To a 
large extent, it is a story about the 
average dude with a bass boat.

That’s the story that is being told 
over and over on 
local, national 
and even interna-
tional news.

The heroes 
are countless: 
the volunteers 
at rescue sites, 
shelters and food 
distribution areas, 

those who donated to the relief 
agencies, those who went out of 
their way to help someone in need 
and those who helped to inform 
others.

This is probably the biggest flood-
ing event in 1000 years. We have 
not seen anything of this magnitude 
before and probably never will 
again. The fourth largest city in the 
Unites States and surrounding areas 
got pounded with 51 inches of rain 
for three days. It was of Biblical 
proportions.

You would expect looting. There 
was some. You would expect first 
responders working around the 
clock to rescue as many flood 
victims as they could. They did that. 
You would expect FEMA to come 
down here and start its process of 
helping with the recovery. You would 
expect the president to come down.

In Texas, you would expect one 

RAMBLINGS

By Michael Shannon
Special to The Bulletin

Evidently, America just wasn’t that 
in to you. 

The Newseum, a 250,000-square 
- foot Nexus of Narcissism for 
America’s journalists, is in danger of 
closing. Originally opened 20 years 
ago, the Newseum is journalism’s 
valentine to itself. A museum 
designed to tell a breathless public 
everything it could possibly want 
to know about all that’s warm and 
wonderful about reporters.

That’s a tough sell when journal-
ists are tied with lawyers in the 
public’s disdain ranking.

A better way to think of the 
Newseum is as a celebration of the 
interpreters of an event rather than 
the event itself.

I’m sure if historians were 
mentioned in the Constitution, that 
profession might have tried the 
same gambit. Fortunately, we’ve 
been spared the “Histeum.”

The media, as it never tires of tell-
ing us, is mentioned in the Constitu-
tion, and to prove it, the Newseum 
has the First Amendment etched 
on the front of this Pennsylvania 
Avenue Preening Palace, but that’s 
only window dressing.

It would have been more fitting 
to simply install the world’s largest 
mirror so the Opposition Media could 
admire itself as members of the 
profession entered the building.

This tangible demonstration of the 
journalistic ego contains 250,000 
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Drivers, Class-A: Immediate 
Openings! All Miles Paid, .85++ per 
loaded mile! 100% PAID Health, 
Dental, Vision and More for EVERY 
Employee! 21yoa with 1yr Class-A 
CDL (HazMat & Tank Exp. NOT 
Req) Call Martin Transport: Bay-
town: 855-252-1634; Channelview:  
855-395-4532

YOU DON’T SCARE ME, YOU LOUSY FLATFOOT! … HEY, 
ONLY KIDDING! A drunk started yelling at a police detective who 
was conducting a press conference outside the police station in Albury, 
Australia. The officer immediately walked over to the man, grabbed him 
by the shirt and walked him into the lockup as he continued spewing 
verbal abuse. He was issued a criminal infringement notice for offensive 
language and fined $500.

OH NO, HERE COMES YES! YES! A 49-year-old woman and her 
26-year-old boyfriend have been the object of the most complaints in 
New York City for loud relationships. They had been romping around in 
their fourth-floor Brooklyn apartment with the window open, and neigh-
bors claim that her loud declarations of mirth have awoken them at all 
hours of the night. They have decided to close the window.

NO, THAT’S JUST A COINCIDENCE, OFFICER: A man was 
arrested for burglarizing a home in Cocoa, Fla., after he left one of his 
shoes at the scene of the crime. Police found the matching shoe when 
they searched his car.

CAN SOMEBODY WATCH MY STUFF? A man seeking medical 
help came to the emergency room in Lakewood, Colo., carrying a trash 
bag full of marijuana.

NOT SO FAST, BUB! A man hooked a fish out on Rathbun Lake in 
Appanoose County, Iowa, but, as he was pulling it into his boat, a “huge” 
water snake vaulted out of the water, latched onto the fish and stole it 
away.

UH, NO, IT’S NOT MINE, WHAT MAKES YOU THINK 
THAT? A man was arrested after a bag of heroin fell out of his pocket in 
Lucky Lil’s casino in Great Falls, Mont.

COME OUT, COME OUT WHEREEVER YOU ARE! A man ran 
from police who came to his Plainfield, Conn., apartment to serve him 
with five warrants, and fled to a vacant unit on an upper floor. The cops 
found him in there hiding under a pile of laundry.

BUT THEN AGAIN, NOBODY’S PERFECT: A man who had 
murdered his wife and a woman who had murdered her husband got 
married in a prison in rural west Nepal, where both are serving their sen-
tences. They said they tied the knot because they didn’t think they would 
find anyone else who would be willing to marry them.

WAKE UP, SLEEPYHEAD: A drunk stumbled into an unlocked 
home in Timberlea, Nova Scotia, in the dead of night, made himself a 
snack and fell asleep on the couch. The homeowner woke up at 3 a.m., 
and found him there. The drunk was charged with of being unlawfully in 
a dwelling-house, and three counts of breach of probation.

OK, CLIMBING IS EXTRA, MISTER: A man was caught using 
a ladder to sneak into the football stadium at Louisiana State University 
along with a lady of the night. He was charged with solicitation and unau-
thorized entry into a place of business.

THEY JUST MAKE ME FEEL SOOOOO SPECIAL: Police 
in Tokyo arrested a 61-year-old deliveryman for stealing 1,000 sets of 
ladies undies. He admitted that he had been pilfering the lingerie from 
clotheslines as he made his rounds through the city for the past 20 
years.  He said he enjoyed wearing the items.

THOSE DRUGS ARE MINE, AFTER ALL: A woman who was 
released on bail after being arrested for drug possession in Salem, N.H., 
returned to the police station a few hours later and demanded that the 
cops return the drugs to her. They refused. Then they arrested her again 
when she tried to drive away because they knew that her license and 
registration had been suspended.

Dad killed by car while teaching 11-year-old how to drive
By Matthew Martinez
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

ARLINGTON, Texas — A 51-year-
old father was killed after the car he 
was teaching his son to operate in 
the family’s driveway backed over 
him and dragged him across the 
street.

Arlington police responded to 
the accident in southeast Arlington 
Friday, Sept. 1, just after 9 p.m. 
Investigators determined that Yaw 
Owusu was teaching his 11-year-old 
son how to operate a car and was 
standing outside the car, next to its 
open front door.

At some point, the car lurched 
backward and began backing up, 
knocking Owusu down. 

The car then backed over Owusu 
and dragged him from the driveway 
into the street, according to a news 
release.

The car continued reversing and 
struck a tree in a yard across the 
street.

Owusu was taken to Medical 
Center of Arlington with a massive 
head injury, among other injuries 
sustained in the crash. He was pro-
nounced dead Sunday, Sept. 3, at 5 
p.m. by the Tarrant County medical 
examiner.

The Arlington Police Department 
does not anticipate any charges 
from the incident. The name of 
Owusu’s 11-year-old son was not 
released, as he is a minor.

Nearly 1.3 million people die in 
road crashes each year, on average 
3,287 deaths a day. Plus, 20-50 
million are injured or disabled. More 
than half of all deaths occur among 
young adults ages 15-44.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. If there’s a condition 
you’ve suffered from without 
being aware of its name, it may 
be “Sphenopalatine ganglio-
neuralgia.” That’s a mouthful! 
Do you need to get yourself to 
the ER?

A. Not to worry. According to a 
study in the “British Medical Jour-
nal,” a third of the population has 
been afflicted by “brain freeze” 
or “ice cream headache,” “the 
stinging sensation one feels at the 
top/front of the head after eating 
too much ice cream too quickly,” 
says Dan Lewis in his book “Now 
I Know.”

Your face has a trigeminal 
nerve that carries sensory infor-
mation from your forehead to your 
brain, or from the roof of your 
mouth to your brain. Here’s what 
happens: When you eat ice cream 
too quickly, the blood vessels in 
your face contract, then expand 
rapidly when the ice cream leaves 
your mouth. The trigeminal nerve 
in the roof of your mouth sig-
nals your brain that something’s 
wrong, but the brain “mistakes” 
the source of the sensation and 
thinks the signal is coming from 
your forehead. (Called “referred 
pain,” it also occurs during a heart 

attack, when the brain incorrectly 
places the pain in the shoulder 
rather than in the chest.) In the 
case of brain freeze, “the brain 
reacts by turning that signal into a 
migraine-like headache, although 
a short-lived one, thankfully.”

Q. Do your shoelaces tend 
to come undone at the most 
inopportune moments? Scien-
tists have set out to discover 
why, with implications beyond 
personal inconvenience.

A. According to Oliver O’Reilly 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley, the culprit is a combina-
tion of stomping and whipping, 
reports “New Scientist” magazine. 
He and his team took slow motion 
film of a jogger’s shoes to capture 
the details of the unravelling.

From a physics viewpoint, a 
knot is held together by the friction 
at its center, with each turn adding 
to the friction and making the 
knot stronger. “But the repetitive 
downward stomp of each foot 
while running exerts an accelera-
tion at the base of the knot, while 
the laces whip back and forth 
with each stride, tugging at the 
ends like an invisible hand.” Over 
time, acceleration trumps internal 
friction, and then the knot comes 
undone all at once (“Proceedings 
of the Royal Society A…”).

Eventually, “this work could 
shed light on other knotty struc-
tures, such as knots used in 
surgery….”

Q. When entomologists talk 
about the “windshield phenom-
enon,” what are we to make of 
this?

A. Older people in many 
countries remember the multitude 
of insect carcasses accumulat-
ing on car windshields during 
summer. Today, going by anec-
dotal evidence, drivers spend 
less time scraping and scrubbing, 
reports Gretchen Vogel in “Sci-
ence” magazine. Now, the Krefeld 
Entomological Society has tracked 
insect abundance at more than 
100 nature reserves in western 
Europe since the 1980s, noting 
dramatic declines of up to 80% at 
about a dozen of these sites. And 
a study of stratified bird droppings 
in Canadian chimneys revealed 
a striking reduction in the fraction 
of beetle remains starting in the 
1940s, around the time the pes-
ticide DDT was introduced. After 
DDT was banned in the 1970s, 
the beetle fraction increased 
slightly but never returned to the 
original levels, and across North 
America and Europe, birds that 
eat flying insects are in steep 
decline.

Overall research suggests that 
declines in insect abundance 
and diversity are likely due to 
insecticides and habitat changes. 
As entomologist Martin Sorg 
says, “We won’t exterminate 
all insects…. That’s nonsense. 
Vertebrates would die out first. But 
we can cause massive damage to 
biodiversity, damage that harms 
us.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

• “The Outsiders,”—standard 
reading for any high school English 
class—was written by a 15-year-
old girl who hated books written for 
teens.

• Astronauts on the International 
Space Station dream that they are 
weightless and continue to dream 
this way when they return to Earth.

• “Bae” is the Danish word for 
“poop”.
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Effective immediately, vehicle owners residing in Brazoria County affected 
by Hurricane Harvey, as covered by the Governor’s Proclamation of Aug. 28, 
are permitted a temporary extension to renew the registration of their vehicle.

The temporary waiver grants an additional 45 days to renew registrations.  
The waiver is effective until Oct. 16. (The waiver is only for those counties 
that are part of the proclamation).

“Any vehicle with expired registration in Brazoria County, and other coun-
ties covered by the proclamation, have until Oct. 16 to have their vehicle 
inspected and renew their registration without fear of receiving a ticket or 
paying late registration fees,” said Ro’Vin Garrett, Brazoria County Tax 
Assessor-Collector.

“In addition, vehicle purchasers residing in Brazoria County affected by 
Hurricane Harvey, as covered by the Governor’s proclemation, are permit-
ted a temporary extension of time to transfer a title to a motor vehicle and 
will receive a waiver of the late transfer penalty for an additional 45 days,” 
Garrett said.  

The temporary extension is effective until Oct. 
“Citizens are invited to contact the county tax office to have their questions 

answered relating to motor vehicle registration and title issues and how the 
two extensions may or may not affect them,” Garrett said.

Tax office contact info: Angleton Area: (979) 864-1320; Brazosport Area: 
(979) 388-1320; North County: (281) 756-1320.

Storm victims given extra time to 
register cars in Brazoria County

By Don Lee
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — August was 
a good month for blue-collar jobs, 
but hiring overall from earlier in the 
summer and there was no indica-
tion of an upturn in wage growth, 
which has been missing in the 
nation’s long economic recovery.

Despite solid gains in manufac-
turing, construction and mining, 
U.S. job growth overall last month 
fell short of recent trends. Employ-
ers added 156,000 net new jobs, 
a slowdown from payroll increases 
of 189,000 in July and 210,000 in 
June, the Labor Department said 
Friday.

The unemployment rate rose 
to 4.4 percent, from 4.3 percent 
in July. Average hourly earnings 
barely rose, and the typical number 
of hours worked per week fell 
slipped a fraction last month.

Economists cautioned against 
reading too much into one’s month 
data, especially coming in a 
summer when seasonal factors are 
trickier for statisticians to filter out.

Job creation last month was still 
more than enough to absorb the 
growth in the working-age popula-

tion. The unemployment figure 
remains just shy of a 16-year low, 
and the economy this summer 
entered its ninth year of expansion.

Analysts said the August jobs 
report was not likely to alter the 
Federal Reserve’s views of the 
economy and its plans to gradually 
withdraw monetary support for the 
economy by selling some bonds 
and raising interest rates once 
more this year.

Still, the latest snapshot of the 
labor market was broadly disap-
pointing, and it adds to the uncer-
tainty that has risen after Hurricane 
Harvey.

Labor Department officials made 
it clear that Harvey, which pounded 
southeast Texas over the last 
week, had no effect on the jobs 
report because data were collected 
earlier in the month. But econo-
mists expect initial unemployment 
claims to jump over the next few 
weeks as many businesses and 
workers have been immobilized by 
the devastating storms in Houston 
and across the Gulf Coast.

Harvey also could have a 
modest effect on the employment 
numbers in September.

U.S. unemployment rate up to 4.4% Harvey to be 2nd most costly natural disaster in U.S. history
By Don Lee
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON —With the shut-
down of oil refineries and chemical 
plants, impaired roads and ports, 
and widespread damage to homes, 
businesses and cars, the economic 
toll from Hurricane Harvey is now 
being estimated as the second-cost-
liest natural disaster in U.S. history, 
trailing only the devastation caused 
by Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Some economic researchers, 
including the national forecast-
ing firm Moody’s Analytics, have 
estimated the cost of Harvey at $81 
billion to $108 billion, most of that in 
damage to homes and commercial 
property.

That would be larger than the hit 
from Hurricane Sandy in 2012 but 
less than Katrina, which inflicted 
$175 billion in damage and lost 
economic activity.

Although the brunt of Harvey’s 
cost will be borne in southeast 
Texas, particularly the Houston 
area, the effects will be felt more 
broadly.

Motorists across the country can 
expect to pay more for gas, at least 
for a while, and consumer spending 

overall could fall a bit as well. U.S. 
exports could drop slightly because 
of the closing of one of the nation’s 
busiest ports.

All in all, Harvey is likely to sap 
some momentum from the American 
economy, which is its ninth year of 
expansion.

The nation’s gross domestic 
product grew at a solid 3 percent 

annual rate in the second quarter, 
and projections for the current 
quarter have been looking as good. 
But depending on the degree and 
duration of impact, Harvey could 
shave 0.3 to 1.3 percentage points 
from third-quarter gross domestic 
product growth, according to Mac-
roeconomic Advisers, a forecasting 
firm based in St. Louis.
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Wells Fargo employees opened 3.5 million bogus accounts
By George Avalos
The Mercury News (TNS)

SAN FRANCISCO — Wells Fargo 
has increased its estimate for the 
amount of bogus bank accounts 
opened without customers’ permis-
sion by two-thirds to 3.5 million, the 
bank has disclosed.

“Today is a reminder of the disap-
pointment we caused,” Timothy 
Sloan, Wells Fargo’s chief executive 
officer, said during a conference call 
to discuss a third-party analysis that 
uncovered the additional accounts, 
which may have been opened in a 
fraudulent fashion.

The bank initially had estimated 
up to 2.1 million bogus checking or 
credit accounts were opened without 
customers’ permission. It’s possible 
some of the 3.5 million accounts that 
were discovered through the new 
review were actually opened in a 
proper and legal fashion.

San Francisco-based Wells Fargo 
was fined $185 million in September 
2016, when the scandal first came 
to light, for its role in allowing the 
accounts to be opened fraudulently.

“We apologize to everyone who 

was harmed by unacceptable sales 
practices that occurred in our retail 
bank,” Sloan said.

The estimate arose out of a 
third-party probe commissioned by 
the bank.

“The completion of this expanded 
third-party analysis is an important 
milestone,” Sloan said.

The third-party firm created a 
system that erred on the side of 
customers in determining if an 
account had been fraudulently 
opened.

“These are potentially unauthor-
ized accounts,” Sloan said during 
the conference call. He cautioned 
that it was possible some of the 3.5 
million accounts were legitimate 
because some behavior associated 
with opening a fraudulent account 
mirrors the process of opening a 
legal account.

Wells Fargo’s initial analysis 
examined 93.5 million current 
and former accounts opened from 
May 2011 through mid-2015. The 
expanded analysis scrutinized 165 
million retail banking accounts over 
a nearly eight-year period from 

January 2009 through September 
2016.

“We have almost doubled the 
time period of our review,” Sloan 
said.

The analysis produced a new 
estimate of 190,000 accounts that 
incurred fees and charges after 
they were fraudulently opened. The 
initial estimate was 130,000 such 
accounts.

Wells Fargo has decided to 
provide a total of $6.1 million in 
refunds and credits. Initially the 
bank decided to provide $3.3 million 
in payouts.

Harvey highlights need for backup cell towers
Bloomberg News (TNS)

WASHINGTON — The wireless 
industry has for years success-
fully fought regulations that would 
force mobile phone networks to 
be hardened so they work during 
storms, but it may face renewed 
demands after Hurricane Harvey 
knocked out seven of 10 cell 
towers in the hardest-hit counties 
of Texas.

Across the 55-county disaster 
area in Texas and Louisiana, 
nearly one in 20 sites were out, 
according to the Federal Com-
munications Commission. In the 

state’s biggest city, Houston, 5.1 
percent of cell sites weren’t work-
ing, according to the FCC.

“The wireless industry has done 
everything it can to persuade 
federal regulators and state regu-
lators not to require that backup 
power be put in place,” said 
Regina Costa, chair of the tele-
communications committee of the 
National Association of State Utility 
Advocates, which speaks for con-
sumer representatives. “It’s a huge 
public safety issue — because in 
order for communications to work,  
there has to be power.”
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Miguel Caballero, the maker of high-fashion bullet-proof clothing, shoots 
his wife Carolina Ballesteros, who is leading the company’s push into 
the U.S. The 25-year-old Colombian company expects the United States 
to become its biggest market. (Jim Wyss/Miami Herald/TNS)

Man shot wife to 
prove bulletproof 

shirt works
By Jim Wyss
Miami Herald (TNS)

BOGOTA, Colombia — Miguel 
Caballero aimed his .38-caliber 
pistol, took a deep breath, and shot 
his wife — as gently as possible.

He wasn’t happy about shooting 
the mother of his children for the 
second time in nine years. But when 
you’re a purveyor of high-fashion 
bulletproof clothing trying to break 
into the biggest market in the hemi-
sphere — the United States — you 
have to take a few risks.

Caballero’s clothing line is based 
in Colombia, marketed under the 
name MC Armor in the U.S. and 
newly available in Miami. It’s both 
stylish and effective enough to stop 

a bullet. But it’s Caballero’s show-
manship — the 49-year-old has shot 
more than 230 volunteers to prove 
how effective his clothing is — that 
has made him something of a CEO 
celebrity in Latin America.

Three months ago, the 25-year-
old company set up a distribution 
center in Miami to provide its bul-
letproof sports coats, safari jackets 
and T-shirts to the United States. 
And heading that project is Carolina 
Ballesteros, Caballero’s wife — and 

target.
“I swore to myself I would never 

do that again,” Caballero said, after 
he had pumped a shot at her stom-
ach to make a promotional video 
for social media. “But she’s trying to 
open up the American market, and 
I’m helping her in every way I can.”

After the smoke had cleared, 
Caballero dug the bullet out from 
vest’s multiple layers. As always, it 

had mushroomed into a harmless 
lead curio.

Caballero’s clothing line is being 
sold in gun shops — 10 in Florida 
and others in Texas and California.

The company’s flagship product 
is a patented lightweight and flexible 
bulletproof tank top that can be worn 
discreetly under regular clothes. The 
shirt comes with different levels of 
protection.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God forgives all our sins, even those we can’t remember
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: How can you ask God to 
forgive all your sins when you 
can’t even remember all the bad 
things you’ve done, and there-
fore you can’t confess them? I 
worry about this, because I’m 
sure I’ve forgotten lots of things 
I ought to confess. - Mrs. E. McL.

A: It’s important to be as 
specific as we possibly can when 
we seek God’s forgiveness; sin 
creates a barrier between us and 
God, and we need to face our sins 
honestly and fully. Sometimes our 
greatest danger comes from the 
sins we refuse to admit.

But when Jesus Christ went 
to the cross, all our sins, without 
exception, were placed on Him, 
and He took upon Himself the 
judgment that we deserve. He was 
without sin, for He was fully God 
(as well as fully human), but when 
He died, all our sins were trans-
ferred to Him, and He became the 

final sacrifice for sin. We can barely 
imagine this, but it’s true, and it 
happened because God loves us 
and wants us to be completely 
cleansed from sin’s pollution. The 
Bible says, “God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:21).

What does this mean? It means 
that when we commit our lives to 
Jesus Christ and trust Him alone 
for our salvation, God forgives us 
of all our sins, even the ones we 
don’t remember. The Psalmist 
prayed, “Who can discern their own 
errors? Forgive my hidden faults” 
(Psalm 19:12).

Don’t be bound by the past; if 
you have given your life to Christ, 
thank God for forgiving all your 
sins. Then ask Him to help you 
live for Christ every day. The Bible 
says, “conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ” (Philippians 1:27).

Tribune Media Services 

square feet of exhibit space, PLUS 
15 theaters, a conference center, 
parking garage, apartments AND a 
Wolfgang Puck restaurant.

For comparison purposes, we 
have two other museums dedicated 
to the 2nd Amendment - also in the 
Constitution although journalists 
often pretend otherwise. The NRA 
National Firearms Museum in Fair-
fax, Virginia, is only 15,000-square 
- feet and the J. M. Davis Arms 
Museum in Claremore, Oklahoma 
totals another 40,000-square-feet. 
This makes the combined total less 
than 20 percent of Battleship News.

The Newseum was originally 
founded in Arlington, Virginia, but as 
far was the sophisticates who ran 
the place were concerned, they may 
as well have been in Claremore. 
They longed for the bright lights. So 
in 2008 the facility moved to Penn-
sylvania Avenue between the White 
House and the Capitol.

Timing couldn’t have been worse. 
The Newseum greatly increased its 
expenses just when the journalism 
profession was beginning its long 
slow decline. A mausoleum would 

have made more sense. 
Newseum marketers had as 

much trouble convincing tourists to 
visit as journalists had convincing 
those same Middle Americans to 
vote for Hillary. Adult tickets costing 
$24.95 didn’t help either. While the 
National Air and Space Museum 
had 7 million visitors in 2016, the 
Newseum had a mere 800,000, 
which according to the Washington 
Post, brought in $7.5 million in 
revenue.

Even hijacking captive audiences 
of school children on field trips, PR 
events trying to buy journo good 
will and industry confabs weren’t 
enough to cover the operating nut. 
To keep the Newseum from closing 
like a suburban newspaper, the 
Freedom Forum, formerly the Gan-
nett Foundation, has been pumping 
approximately $20 million a year 
into the budget for a total of $500 
million.

I’m a journalist myself, and I 
never had any interest in visiting 
“my” museum. 

In the Washington Post’s cover-
age of the Newseum’s problems, 
mention is made of some of the 

more interesting exhibits, like the 
“interactive displays and exhibitions 
on 9/11, the FBI and the Una-
bomber, and the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. Newer exhibitions include one 
on the 50th anniversary of the civil 
rights movement and ‘First Dogs: 
American Presidents and Their 
Pets.’”

But journalists didn’t accomplish 
any of those events. They observed 
those events. 

Visiting the Newseum and expect-
ing a firsthand experience is like 
going to Wolfgang Puck’s restaurant 
and instead of being allowed to eat, 
they hand you a copy of the food 
critic’s review.

I’ve been trying to think about 
what would get me to visit, and I 
came up with a list of journalistically 
- related exhibits that have real tour-
ist interest:

- An animatronic display with a 
copy editor - like Lincoln at Disney-
land - explaining the proper usage 
of “fewer” versus “less” and why 
beer doesn’t need an ‘s’ to be plural 

- Brian William’s bullet-holed 
Katrina ballistic vest

- The last offering envelope used 

by a major network anchor
- And the biggest attraction of all: 

The Ark of Political Correctness
If the staff wants to adopt any of 

my ideas, they’re going to have to 
move fast. The Freedom Forum is 
getting ready to turn off the subsidy 
spigot. As Wayne Reynolds, a 
former Newseum board member 
put it, “Who would give them money 
when they were losing $30 million a 

year? People typically don’t want to 
salvage a sinking ship.”

Copyright 2017 Michael Shan-
non, distributed by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.

Michael Shannon is a commenta-
tor and public relations consultant, 
and is the author of “A Conservative 
Christian’s Guidebook for Living in 
Secular Times.” He can be reached 
at mandate.mmpr@gmail.com. 

Newseum, the musem of journalism, falls on hard times
(Continued from Page 1)
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MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE SPONSORS

News from the Brazoria County Library System



A hurricane is a large rotating storm with high speed winds that forms 
over warm waters in tropical areas. Hurricanes have sustained winds of at 
least 74 miles per hour and an area of low air pressure in the center called 
the eye. The term hurricane is used only for the large storms that form over 
the Atlantic Ocean or eastern Pacific Ocean. The generic, scientific term for 
these storms, wherever they occur, is tropical cyclone.
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Brazoria Study Club is a social/service organization established 
in 1948.  The Club has met continuously each month since. Marie 
Breakiron, past president of Brazoria Study Club, recently installed 
officers for the 2017-2018 term in the home of Marivic Brook. Pictured 
are Marie Breakiron; Mary Coddou, new president; Mary Ruth 
Rhodenbaugh, vice president; Gloria Powell, corresponding secretary; 
Sheila James, treasurer, and Jean Hinkle, recording secretary.

Brazoria Study Club installs its officers

Harvey hits car sales, down 1.9% in August
By Brent Snavely and Nathan Bomey
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — Auto sales got socked by Hurricane Harvey, but the impact 
will be short-lived and is even expected to lead to a sales rebound in the 
coming months.

In August, automakers sold 1.48 million new cars and trucks, down 1.9 
percent from August 2016. That works out to a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 16.14 million, the lowest so far this year.

Sales fell 11 percent at Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and 2.1 percent for 
Ford, but increased 7.5 percent for General Motors, which benefited from 
a big increase in fleet sales. Among Asian automakers, sales increased 8 
percent for Toyota but fell 1.7 percent for Kia, 2.4 percent for Honda, 13.1 
percent for Nissan and 24.6 percent for Hyundai.

Going into the month, the industry was expected to post its first year-over-
year increase this year. But as Harvey ravaged the Texas gulf coast, regional 
auto sales came to a standstill, hampering overall U.S. vehicle sales for the 
month.

“Harvey will also depress one of the most critical selling periods of the 
year, spanning the August sales month close and Labor Day weekend,” LMC 
Automotive said in a report. “In 2016, these 11 days alone accounted for 4.1 
percent of retail sales, or 580,000 units, nationally.”

But the impact on auto sales — both new and used — is expected to 
rebound quickly, perhaps even before the end of September.

“We expect the recovery in vehicle sales to be quick,” said Jonathan 
Smoke, chief economist for Cox Automotive. “People need transportation 
to get their lives back in order, and in Houston, that transportation is the 
automobile.”

Kelley Blue Book slightly boosted its outlook for sales for the year, expect-
ing buyers to start arriving at dealerships with checks from their insurance 
companies. Its analysts believe the industry is now on track to top 17 million 
new vehicles sold for the third straight year.

The record rainfall and flooding from Harvey probably destroyed 300,000 
to 500,000 vehicles, according to Kelley Blue Book. Most of those vehicles 
are owned by individuals and the value of that personal property loss is likely 
between $2.7 billion and $4.9 billion.

Harvey’s havoc could cost airlines big, with United hit hardest
By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Hurricane Harvey’s flooding and 
high winds forced the cancellation 
and delay of more than 23,000 
flights and closed George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport in Houston 
for nearly a week.

The financial hit to the U.S. airline 
industry won’t be known for a while, 
but a preliminary estimate suggests 
that United, Southwest and Spirit 
airlines will bear the highest costs.

Although United Airlines is based 
in Chicago, the Houston airport is 
a major hub for the carrier. United 
has canceled about 20 percent of its 
flights out of George Bush Intercon-
tinental Airport for the third quarter 
of the year.

Spirit Airlines has canceled about 
9 percent of its flights from the 
airport this quarter, while Southwest 
Airlines canceled about 8 percent 
of its flights out of nearby William P. 
Hobby Airport for the period.

After studying the effect of previ-
ous storms and hurricanes, such as 
Katrina, Ike and Sandy, Cowen & 
Co. analyst Helane Becker esti-
mated that United could lose $266 
million because of Harvey, while 

Southwest could lose $77 million 
and Spirit $11 million. The finan-
cial toll on Spirit is lower primarily 
because that airline flies fewer 
passengers per plane at an average 
lower fare than Southwest.

In a report to clients, Becker said 
it is unlikely that the airlines will 
recoup the lost revenue from people 
in the region because it is “difficult to 
go on vacation after your house was 
flooded or the roof torn off.”

Did you know?
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ous right now in Houston and other 
Texas cities, including the one that I 
am proud to call home.

Here’s the article that ran  several 
days after Ike tried its best to 
destroy a city that refused to be 
destroyed.  

The Old Sweet Song that 
was Galveston

(Houston Chronicle, September 
2008)

Back when Ike was the president 
and not a hurricane, my father, the 
superintendent of schools in a small 
East Texas town, took off three or 
four days every summer and our 
family would go down to Galveston.

We’d put up at either the Galvez 
or the Buccaneer, the two big 
hotels on Seawall Boulevard, and 
for those few days that ordinarily 
thrifty gentleman (he encouraged 
my mother to reuse aluminum foil as 
many times as possible) made sure 
we went first class.

We’d eat shrimp and crab-stuffed 
flounder at Gaido’s while the waiters 
in pressed white jackets brought us 
tartar sauce and wedges of lemons, 
and my father would make sure 
we had a window table that looked 
out at the perfectly straight horizon 
where the sea met the sky. We’d 
drink real Coca-Colas and eat real 
ice cream, not the less expensive 
Safeway Cragmont brand of colas 
and Mellorine (an unfortunate 
substitute for ice cream that thank-
fully no longer exists) that we got at 
home.

Every day my sister and I would 
splash around in the surf with our 
father while our mother walked 
along the beach looking for shells. 
A couple of times each trip we’d ride 
the ferry over to the lighthouse and 
back again, hoping for porpoises 
racing along though the Bolivar 
Roads.

Galveston has held my attention 
and a good-sized chunk of my heart 
ever since.

Now my wife and I, empty nest-
ers, live in Lake Jackson, an hour 
down the coast from the island and 
several miles inland. But Galveston 
calls us, constantly. Until Ike’s she-
nanigans, we’d make the drive up 
the Bluewater Highway, the beach 
road that connects Surfside and 
Galveston, at least twice a month on 
average, shelling out two bucks at 
San Luis Pass to cross a toll bridge 

that has surely been paid for since 
at least the Johnson administration.

We could have saved the cash, 
and a few miles, by taking another 
route up over Chocolate Bayou, 
past a chemical plant and an old 
blimp base, and finally hitting Inter-
state 45 and dropping down into 
Galveston over the causeway. But 
the Bluewater was the better choice. 
Because on the Bluewater we could 
roll down the windows, turn off the 
radio and see, feel, hear, taste 
and smell Her Majesty the Gulf, 
just beyond the saltgrass-covered 
dunes.

Those dunes are gone now. So 
is much of the highway, eaten up by 
the storm.

It’s painful to think of the Galves-
ton of two weeks ago, and almost 
impossible to describe her. Because 
the old girl is as much spirit as 
substance, and anyone attempting 
to capture spirit with words is bound 
to come up short.

She was old avenues filled with 
uneven sidewalks in front of tattoo 
parlors, dives, pawn shops, antique 
markets and narrow steep stair-
ways leading up to rooms to-let that 
were many, many years older than 
anyone wishing to let them.

She was slow-moving locals, 
many of them BOIs (Born on the 
Island), a designation on a par, 
there, with Nobel laureates and 
Medal of Honor winners. And she 
was — in all seasons — sunburned, 
bright-shirted, flip flop-shod, ridicu-
lously hatted tourists clutching bags 
of salt water taffy.

Down by the wharfs, she was 
several streets of Victorian era 

buildings that we would have never 
ventured close to back when I was 
a boy, since they were on the skids 
then, full of dockworkers and sailors 
and ladies who practiced the oldest 
profession. Then the Strand was 
reborn, phoenix-like, and filled with 
trendy shops and bars and shady 
plazas.

It was at Dickens on the Strand, 
the second most popular festival 
on the island after Mardi Gras, that 
I sat at a table one entire day and 
signed seven or eight copies of my 
novel about the 1900 Galveston 
storm while watching Charles Dick-
ens’ great grandson scribble into 
about a thousand copies of novels 
that had been written a century 
before he was born.

She was the old Balinese Room 
— gone completely now, exploded 
by Ike’s fury — far enough out 
over the surf on pilings so that, 
back in the ’40s and ’50s, a diligent 
hatcheck girl at the entrance on 
the seawall could press a button 
which set a buzzer to singing out 
there and, by the time the cops 
could get down the long, narrow 
passageway, all the gambling gear 
could be hidden away and the likes 
of Bob Hope or Frank Sinatra could 
be innocently sipping a highball and 
listening to the band playing That 
Old Black Magic.

She was the Galvez, the “Queen 
of the Gulf,” put up quickly after the 
1900 storm to prove the island was 
still open for business. Phil Harris 
and Alice Faye were married there, 
Franklin Roosevelt slept and drank 
there, as well as a whole galaxy 
of Hollywood stars. I drank frothy 
chocolate milk with my breakfasts 
there as a child and, years later, 
had gin rickeys in the same dining 
room, maybe in the same chair.

Galveston was a fallen-from-
grace, boozy, New Orleansy, 
Tennessee Williams tonic, sweet 
and bold as a jigger of Southern 
Comfort. And she was a juggernaut 
of progress, pushing steel and con-
crete out to the water’s edge.

It was her laid-back soul that bled 
up and down the coast, into towns 
that hugged the shore and into 
small colonies of beach houses and 
into one fellow sitting on the tailgate 
of a pickup, dangling a bottle of 
brew by its throat and watching 
his fishing line out in the surf, not 
caring one damn if anything struck 

it or not.
Now that Galveston is laid low, 

on life support, it’s that determined 
soul that will pull her through and 
make her find her feet again.

She never was for everybody. 
People who go on and on about the 
beauty of the beaches of Hawaii 
and Bermuda and the Mediterra-
nean aren’t likely to be impressed 
by a place where the sand and the 
water are often the same shade of 
brown. But those of us who love her 
love her for what she is: sufficiently 
magnolia Southern to bask charm-

She never was for 
everybody. People 
who go on and on 
about the beauty of 
the beaches of Hawaii 
and Bermuda and the 
Mediterranean aren’t 
likely to be impressed 
by a place where the 
sand and the water 
are often the same 
shade of brown. 

ingly in the past, and sufficiently 
brash Texan to step lively in the 
present.

Maybe Galveston sings a song 
that only some of us can hear. But 
we are legion, and we are listening. 
And when she gets better, we’ll be 
back.listening.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Galveston shining example of how a community can bounce back after taking storm’s pounding

In the wake of Harvey

Jonathan Montealegre’s photo of Audubon Woods, Richwood.

Texas State Rep. Dennis Bonnen’s Photo.

Jo Hertzel Mapel’s photo, Hwy. 35 at Baileys Prairie.
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If you don’t think your business can afford advertising, let us change 
your  mind. Call (979) 849-5407 for the best price in the area. We’ll 
work within your budget and give your ad plenty of visibility, so that 
your business can frow and prosper.

THE SPIRIT OF TEXAS
Jason Kilgore from New Braun-

fels posted this after the storm, and 
it is worth reprinting here. The Spirit 
of Texas is alive and well.

Yesterday, part of Copano Village 
in Rockport, TX got the most amaz-
ing surprise. Me, my brothers and 
a handful of buddies were making 
what we thought was good timing 
on some downed trees that Hur-
ricane Harvey put on the ground. 
These are huge established live oak 
trees.

We were working in my mom’s 
neighbor’s yard when these cats 
in bright yellow and orange shirts 
rolled through asking where to stage 
their equipment. They had a skid 
steer, bodies for days, shit loads of 
chainsaws, and a golf cart pulling a 
BBQ pit.

A few of them started working.
With all of the scam artists lurking 

around (even some of our locals are 
ripping people off...we see you dirt-
bags!) and none of us knowing who 
these guys were, we approached 
the owner and told him that per a 
phone call with the homeowner, 
no one there knew who they were 
or would be able to foot the bill on 
what they were about to do.

Dude looked us directly in the 
face and said “Bro, we make plenty 
of money up in San Antonio. We’re 
here to help.” Come to find out, the 
neighbor’s daughter knew some of 
the crew and that’s why they were 
there.

One of the ladies told me they 
had no idea where they were going 
to start, but they were coming to 
Rockport. Their intention was to 
show up, hit a house, and then start 
mowing the street down. Lucky us, 
they knew the neighbor’s daughter 
so they had a place to start. And 
mowing down is exactly what they 
did.

What we witnessed yesterday 
was nothing short of incredible. 
Like a well oiled machine, these 
dudes and wonderful ladies went to 
work in a way that I’ve never seen 
before. Like the Navy SEALs of tree 
trimming, these cats completely 
murdered everything in sight and 
made short work of it.

Me and my guys had to back off. 
I felt like we were just getting in the 
way. I’m talking about the differ-
ence between a high school football 
freshman B Team and a Division I 

National Championship team. This 
was, obviously, not their first rodeo.

The nameless warrior who owns 
this company, Big Tex Lawn Ser-
vice, set the pace 
the entire time 
and though he 
looked beat and 
tired at the end of 
the day, he never 
once lost steam. 
I saw him climb 
every bit of 15 
feet to the top of 
a downed tree, 
balancing and 
laying waste with 
his chainsaw with 
one arm and no 
safety harness. 
The guy operated like some kind of 
Roman General.

His crew. Christ. Like any true 
leader, he set the pace, but these 
guys and ladies stayed on his heels 
the...entire...time. I’ve never seen 
such a sizable group of people work 

so well together.
They had a gentleman man-

ning the grill while all of this was 
taking place. When it was all said 
and done, they even fed us. We 
smashed on some amazing BBQ 
and, hands down, the best rice and 

beans I’ve ever 
had.

I don’t know 
who you people 
are, but I know 
what you’re 
about. You 
showed that 
to me and my 
family and friends 
yesterday and for 
that, I love you 
all with all of my 
heart.

If you are in 
the Greater San 

Antonio area and need lawn or tree 
service, it should be pretty obvious 
by now who I’m referring you to.

Big Tex...I can’t thank you 
enough!

Much love to you wonderful souls!

Dow announces $1 Million support toward 
Hurricane Harvey relief, recovery, resiliency

MIDLAND, Mich. - In response to 
the widespread devastation caused 
by Hurricane Harvey in Texas, The 
Dow Chemical Company (NYSE: 
DOW) and The Dow Chemical 
Company Foundation announced 
today the allocation of $1 million to 
support immediate relief and long-
term recovery and rebuilding efforts 
associated with the storm and its 
aftermath as well as support for the 
Company’s impacted employees.

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the entire region, including our 
employees and the communities 
that we call home as the wrath of 
Hurricane Harvey is endured,” said 
Andrew Liveris, Dow’s chairman and 
chief executive officer. “Our primary 
concern right now is the safety of 
our employees and communities, 
and we’re working closely with our 
Dow families and local partners to 
help.”

As a part of this commitment, 
Dow is collaborating with national 
and local partners providing critical 
services to individuals immediately 
affected by the flood. 

To help meet this immediate 
need, Dow will donate $100,000 to 

the American Red Cross Disaster 
Relief Fund, $100,000 to Team 
Rubicon, and $200,000 to other 
local nonprofit organizations assist-
ing the region.

Dow is also matching employee 
and retiree donations up to 
$100,000 to the American Red 
Cross Disaster Relief Fund.

As recovery and rebuilding efforts 
begin, Dow will continue to engage 
community partners to assess and 
respond to community needs not 
currently identified across the region 
through a financial commitment of 
$500,000, and in-kind and volunteer 
support.

Texas is home to approximately 
12,000 Dow employees and con-
tractors. Dow has safely accounted 
for each of its employees, however, 
many are personally impacted by 
the storm. 

To support its employees through 
these challenges, Dow is offering 
interest-free loans and temporary 
housing as needed. Communities 
impacted where Dow sites are 
located include Seadrift, Freeport, 
Texas City, Deer Park, Beaumont, 
Bayport, La Porte and Houston.
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What were they thinking?

Only on opposite day.

more thing: Neighbors helping 
each other and helping strangers, 
because that’s the right thing to do. 
And that is why the average dude 
with his bass boat showed up.

He went into neighborhoods that 
were inaccessible by car, where 
people were trapped and the water 
was rising, and where authorities 
could not be because there were 
too many of these areas. And he 
brought the people trapped by high 
water to safety. This happened so 
many times in so many places that 
the news could not keep up with 
the hero stories.

It was a humongous outpouring 
of selflessness. Volunteers risked 
their own safety and used their 
own equipment on their own time 
to help those who were in danger.  
And when the waters started reced-
ing, the average dude with a bass 
boat put his boat back on the trailer 
and left.

Nobody asked for him to show 
up and help. Nobody told him what 

to do.Often he had no idea where 
he was, in what neighborhood, or 
on what street. The average dude 
with a bass boat just knew that 
people needed help, and he risked 
his own safety to help.

There were thousands of them. 
With their actions they turned the 
nature of the news reports from 
desperation to hope and commu-
nity spirit. It was contagious. The 
dudes with their bass boats and all 
others who rushed to help set the 
tone for what was to come. The 
news followed them around, telling 
one heroic story after another.

And the world watched in amaze-
ment and admiration. They may 
have expected a repetition of New 
Orleans 2005, but got an incredible 
success story instead.

Why are you doing this,” asked 
the reporter.

“Because these people need 
help. It’s the right thing to do,” 
replied the average dude with a 
bass boat.

Then the headlines started run-

ning:
On dinghies and jet skis, vol-

unteer flotilla comes to Houston 
- Reuters

This Texas man has a boat - and 
mission: ‘Go save some lives’ 
- CNN

Flood of ‘Texas Navy’ private 
citizens help in Houston rescue 
efforts - NPR

Yes, there were tragedies. 
Bodies were recovered. But how 
worse would the situation have 
been had the average dude with a 
bass boat not shown up? 

So, average dude with a bass 
boat, and everyone else who 
pitched in to make this drastic 
event less drastic, pat yourselves 
on the shoulder. You did a great 
job. And we all thank you for what 
you did.

You know what this means, dear 
reader, who has been wanting to 
buy a boat for a long time. Next 
time you get that urge, don’t let 
your wife talk you out of it. Do it 
because it’s the right thing to do.

(Continued from Page 1)

And then the average dude with a bass boat showed up

September 23
October 7
9am - 3pm
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Originality will trump the 
conventional approach. As this week moves forward, 
you may be exposed to the latest technologies and cut-
ting edge ideas. Make apologies and ask for factors in 
the middle of the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): It does not need to be 
midnight to unmask the masqueraders. Flattery could be 
the sign of a spin doctor trying to influence your opinion. 
Think before you act and remain skeptical of appear-
ances in the week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A miscommuni-
cation can cause misunderstandings. Focus on being 
diplomatic and tolerant in the week ahead. Wait until 
late in the week to make key decisions that affect your 
financial security.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your true grit 
gets lit. In the week ahead, you may be given plenty of 
opportunities to display your stamina and determination. 
Wait until the middle of the week to put your business 
and financial ideas into play.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You might be a 
premise short of a valid argument. Someone will meet 
you halfway and compromise if you choose your timing. 
In the week to come, learn all you can about everything 
that attracts your interest.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You might be made to 
feel helpless when faced by a confusing situation in the 
week ahead. Rather than let a misunderstanding upset 
a relationship, you can turn on the charm and put your 
communication skills to work.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

 Sept. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1973, Chilean President Salvador 
Allende died in a violent military 
coup. In 2001, four U.S. airlin-
ers hijacked by Islamist terrorists 
crashed into the two World Trade 
Center towers, the Pentagon and 
a field in Pennsylvania, killing at 
least 2,996 people.

Sept. 12: ON THIS DATE 
in 1609, English explorer Henry 
Hudson sailed up the river that 
now bears his name. In 1944, U.S. 
Army troops entered Germany for 
the first time in World War II, near 
Trier.

Sept. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1788, the Congress of the Confed-
eration authorized the first national 
election and declared New York 
City the temporary capital. In 1993, 

at the White House, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat signed an 
accord granting limited Palestinian 
autonomy.

Sept. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1814, Francis Scott Key wrote 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” after 
witnessing the British bombard-
ment of Fort McHenry, Md., while 
detained on a British ship during 
the War of 1812. In 1901, Presi-
dent McKinley died in Buffalo, N.Y., 
of gunshot wounds inflicted by an 
assassin. Vice President Theodore 
Roosevelt succeeded him.

Sept. 15: ON THIS DATE 
in 1935, the Nuremberg Laws 
deprived Jews of their citizenship 
and made the swastika the official 
emblem of Nazi Germany. In 1963, 
a church bombing in Birmingham, 
Ala., killed four young black girls. 
The three surviving perpetra-
tors were convicted of the crime 
decades later.

Sept. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1940, President Roosevelt signed 
into law the Selective Training and 
Service Act, which set up the first 
peacetime military draft in U.S. 
history. In 1974, President Ford 
announced a conditional amnesty 
program for Vietnam War deserters 
and draft-evaders.

Sept. 17: ON THIS DATE 
in 1394, all Jews were expelled 
from France on the order of King 
Charles VI. In 1787, the Constitu-
tion of the United States was com-
pleted and signed by a majority of 
delegates attending the Constitu-
tional Convention in Philadelphia.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1936, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
dedicated Boulder Dam, which is 
now known as Hoover Dam.

This week’s question: In 
1981, who was sworn in as the 
first female justice on the U.S. 
Supreme Court?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

For the record
Forests? Water? Oxygen? 

No, the world’s most boundless 
resource is Major League Base-
ball records.

Thanks to stat mavens, we 
just learned that the Cubs just 
became the first MLB team in 
history with five players 25 or 
younger to hit 20 or more home 
runs in the same season.

Spellcheck time
The Mariners committed five 

errors in one inning?
Everybody knows there’s no 

I in team, but who knew there 
were five E’s in Seattle?

His-and-hers rings
While Floyd Mayweather was 

pounding Conor McGregor in 
Las Vegas, UFC fighters Ronda 
Rousey and Travis Browne were 
trying the knot in Hawaii.

And there wasn’t dry eye in 
the house when it got to the “till 
death do we tap out” part.

Snooze alert
Yawning is contagious, Univer-

sity of Nottingham researchers 

have confirmed.
Which probably explains why 

pundits are predicting 70,000 
open mouths in the stands at 
next month’s Jets-Browns game.

Brown for the count
Twelve Browns players — four 

running backs, three DBs, two 
receivers, two linebackers and 
a tight end — knelt in protest 
during the national anthem 
before an exhibition game last 
month.

But no QBs. After going 1-15 
last season, they’re apparently 
out of practice when it comes to 
taking a knee.

Giant duds
San Francisco’s out-of-conten-

tion baseball team is sending 
out email ads for “Giants autumn 
attire.”

It’s a safe bet that this fashion 
line isn’t being billed as the “Fall 
Classic.”

Queasy rider
A woman sued New York 

City’s Johnny Utah bar after she 
got tossed off a mechanical bull 
and tore her ACL.

Defense lawyers immediately 
counteroffered with a giant belt 
buckle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You may land in the 
limelight if you linger in public places. The week 
ahead is a good time for networking. If you are single, 
your growing popularity could make it hard to pick 
and choose between possible hookups.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You may be more cre-
ative than you think. A romantic partner might inspire 
you to try something new. Wait a few days before 
spending your money on baubles and bling as your 
taste will improve as the week unfolds.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Awkward is as awk-
ward does. As this week begins, you may not be at 
your best in social situations or when dealing with 
relationship issues. Focus on reading everything you 
can about the latest techniques and methods.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): A powerful relation-
ship may grow and thrive as this week unfolds. A 
small difference of opinion may lead to hurt feelings. 
Sidestep squabbles over minor issues and focus on 
building strong and lasting relationships.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Consider every stumbling 
block as an opportunity to show off your problem-
solving ingenuity. Present worries and fears will dis-
sipate quickly as the week unfolds. Focus on crucial 
financial matters late in the week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Carry on if you are 
caught in the crosshairs of a miscommunication. By 
the middle of the week, some confusing issues will 
clear up. Focus on achieving contentment, and you 
see a way to make your dreams a reality.
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: WINCE  GIDDY  EXPERT  CAMERA
Answer: She planned to work in her garden until she -- GREW TIRED

Please “like” our 
page on Facebook at 

brazoriacountybulletin.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• Research shows that Sleepy 
Monday—the Monday after Daylight 
Saving Time kicks in—is one of the 
most sleep-deprived days of the 
year.

• To ensure a dating profile photo 
is real, save the photo to your com-
puter desktop and then drag it into 
the Google search bar.

• A fairly common phone scam can 
be identified by its 473 area code.  

The phone number looks domestic 
but is actually from the Caribbean.

• If you sit at one end of Spain’s 
Bench of Whispers and speak, your 
voice will be heard at the other end, 
just as loud.

• The jaws of ancient humans 
shrank when cooking food made 
it easy to chew, but the number of 
teeth stayed the same, which is why 
braces exist.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

NAME_________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY_____________________________________(TX), (ZIP)____________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?____________________________________________
WHAT DO LIKE MOST ABOUT THE BULLETIN?________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL
Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye! The Bulletin is once again offering our loyal readers of this fair kingdom 

a chance to win tickets for one-day admission to Oktoberfest at the Texas Renaissance Festival. Print 
clearly. Send entries to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. Six (6) winners drawn at 
random will receive 2 tickets each, a $60 value. One entry form per person. Copies not accepted. Win-
ners will be announced in the Sept. 19 issue. Tickets will be mailed. Please write clearly and fill out all 
lines. The tickets are for OPENING WEEKEND ONLY, and can be used either Sept. 30 or Oct. 1.

TICKET GIVEAWAY CONTEST
THE BULLETIN’S
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Single-celled lab specimen
6 Sultan of __: Babe Ruth
10 Machine-mixed ice-cream bever-
age
14 Sun-bleached
15 Pass in soccer but not in football
16 Singer India.__
17 Enter like a debutante
19 Debussy’s “Clair de __”
20 Focus of psychoanalysis

21 Toga party barrel
22 Vinyl collectible
23 Keep a lawn moist
27 Comedy duo Key & __
29 Midday snooze
30 Ring-shaped fried veggies
32 __ on the back
33 Sting operation
37 Where Hillary was a sen.
38 Airer of old films
40 Round veggie

42 Best pitcher in the rotation
43 Shocked reaction
45 Brazilian port
47 Search __: online tool
49 WrestleMania venues
52 Electroshock weapon
53 Deflate the overconfidence of
57 __ of the Union address
58 Velocity meas.
59 Pilate’s “Behold!”
62 Georgia __
63 New beginning ... and what the 
first words of 17-, 23- and 53-Across 
can literally have
66 Vicinity
67 Island party
68 Hog hangouts
69 Roast, on le menu
70 Shrill bark
71 “Peter Pan” girl

DOWN
1 Homes for mil. jets
2 Female horse
3 Flower in a “Sound of Music” song 
title
4 Bovine hybrid
5 Wood shaper with a broad blade
6 Slalom racers
7 Men’s dress shoe
8 Work onstage
9 Boxing ref’s ruling
10 Teen hanging out among shop-
pers
11 Netherlands Antilles resort island
12 Lucy’s blanket-toting brother
13 Swarms (with)
18 __ out: barely make
22 Ten-percenter: Abbr.
24 Circus covering
25 Unlikely auto trade-in
26 Lauder of cosmetics
27 Vintage video game
28 One-named Irish singer
31 Carpentry fastener
34 Engage in high jinks
35 Unpopular spots in school?
36 Social equal
39 Wisc. neighbor
41 Not in favor of
44 Asian dish topped with crushed 
peanuts
46 Cereal served hot
48 Texarkana daily
50 Fish eggs
51 Absorbs with bread, as gravy
53 Certain red giant
54 In __: not yet born
55 “Be silent,” in music
56 “Be silent!”
60 Rep on the street
61 Website featuring handicrafts
63 Angler’s lure
64 Deeply regret
65 NNE’s opposite
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
EMU  OWL  ROOK  DOVE  SWAN  LOON  HAWK  EAGLE  PENGUIN



Home remedies: Treating, preventing corns, calluses
HEALTH AND HOME

Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
Corns and calluses are thick, 

hardened layers of skin that 
develop when your skin tries to 
protect itself against friction and 
pressure. They most often develop 
on the feet and toes or hands and 
fingers. Corns and calluses can be 
unsightly.

If you’re healthy, you need 
treatment for corns and calluses 
only if they cause discomfort. For 
most people, simply eliminating 
the source of friction or pressure 
makes corns and calluses disap-
pear.

If you have diabetes or another 
condition that causes poor blood 
flow to your feet, you’re at greater 
risk of complications from corns and 
calluses. Seek your doctor’s advice 
on proper care for corns and cal-
luses if you have such a condition.

If you have no underlying health 
problems, try these suggestions to 
help clear up a corn or callus:

• Use over-the-counter pads. 
Apply a pad to protect the area 
where a corn or callus developed. 
Be careful using over-the-coun-
ter (nonprescription) liquid corn 
removers or medicated corn pads. 

These contain salicylic acid, which 
can irritate healthy skin and lead to 
infection, especially in people with 
diabetes or other conditions that 
cause poor blood flow.

• Soak your hands or feet. Soak-
ing your hands or feet in warm, 
soapy water softens corns and 
calluses. This can make it easier to 
remove the thickened skin.

• Thin thickened skin. During or 
after bathing, rub a corn or callus 
with a pumice stone, nail file, emery 
board or washcloth to help remove 
a layer of toughened skin. Don’t use 
a sharp object to trim the skin. Don’t 
use a pumice stone if you have 
diabetes.

• Moisturize your skin. Apply 
moisturizer to your hands and feet 
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to help keep the skin soft.
• Wear comfortable shoes and 

socks. Stick to well-fitting, cush-
ioned shoes and socks until your 
corn or callus disappears.

         PREVENTION
These approaches may help you 

prevent corns and calluses:
• Wear shoes that give your toes 

plenty of room. If you can’t wiggle 
your toes, your shoes are too tight. 
Have a shoe shop stretch your 

shoes at any point that rubs or 
pinches.

• Use protective coverings. 
Wear felt pads, nonmedicated 
corn pads or bandages over areas 
that rub against your footwear. 
You can also try toe separators or 
some lamb’s wool between your 
toes.

• Wear padded gloves when 
using hand tools. Or pad your tool 
handles with cloth tape or covers.

Parents, teach your kids good hand hygiene
It’s important to teach your children good hand hygiene at home as 

they head back to the classroom. Parents have an opportunity to lead the 
way. Children need to get into a habit about hand-washing, and they’ll do 
it when they have examples at home. A recent study showed that only 31 
percent of men washed their hands after using a public restroom.


