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The higher tech gets, the ruder we get Making things
What the answering machine started, email
too small
continues, as technology unleashes our rudeness
By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

Is your child safe
in this car seat?

While most parents believe
their children are properly
buckled up, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has found that
two out of three safety seats
are not used correctly. Find out
how to use them properly and
where to get help.
SEE PAGE 5

Sign
of the
times
SEE PAGE 7

We’re giving
away Monster
Jam tickets!

Our rapidly growing incivility
started with the invention of the
telephone-answering machine.
Before the answering machine’s
widespread adoption, people
answered their landline phones
with a pleasant “hello,” eager to
learn who was calling.
To be sure, says social scientist
James Katz, answering machines
were considered rude in the ‘70s.
By the ‘90s, however, most
homes had them, and lots of
people were using them, quite
rudely, to screen calls - people like
my pal, Griffy.
Calls to Griffy’s landline always
made me grumpy:
“Hello, this is Griffy, leave a message at the beep.”
“Pick up the phone, Griffy, I know
you’re there!”
Griffy demanded his friends
leave messages on his machine,
but always hung up on mine
- until the invention of the “star 69”
feature.

(SEE PAGE 10)

Editor and Publisher

When you punched “star 69” into
your phone keypad, you’d get the
number of the jerk who had last
hung up on your machine.
Boy, did that technology innovation escalate rudeness!
I had a telephone confrontation

once with a fellow who had hung up
on my machine. I keyed in star 69,
got his number, dialed it, then got
his answering machine:
“Hello, this is Bill. Sally and I
aren’t in right now ... .”
(Continued on Page 10)

Not a fantasy football fan, but I managed to pick a team
By Stephanie Gizella Johnson
Special to The Bulletin

We were on our way home
from a trip, and I was too tired to
drive. My husband, David, loves
fantasy football, and he had a
draft at a certain time. We were
not going to be back in time for
his draft, so he asked me if I
would help him with it. I don’t
know much about football, but I
agreed. I figured, how hard could

SEE PAGE 10

Who won the
Renaissance
Festival tickets?

By John Toth

Sept. 22

this really be?
The draft was starting, and it
was my time to shine. We had the
seventh pick in the draft, which is
apparently good. Each pick went by,
and some took longer than others,
and it was finally our turn. I listed
names of each person and each
position they played, and David
would tell me who he wanted to
pick.
I didn’t know much about this

starting out, but I felt more
seasoned with each pick. When
someone chose a quarterback in
the fourth round, I knew we could
do some damage to this fantasy
football team.
We focused on running backs
and wide receivers, and a couple
of tight ends. We did not pick our
quarterback until the ninth round. I
don’t remember much from there,
(Continued on Page 2)

I am always amazed with how
quickly technology is progressing.
Things that used to be big are now
small. Some of them, though, are
too small.
Like the Bluetooth I bought a
while back.
At first I thought it was great
that they make a Bluetooth that fits
entirely into the ear, much like a
hearing aid. I ordered one because
I have to try out
whatever technological advances
come our way.
What is a
Bluetooth? It’s
like a hearing
aid but bigger
RAMBLINGS (except the one
I ordered) and it
lets you talk on your cell phone without holding the phone up to your ear
or getting tangled in a wired device.
It’s a weird name for a product,
but that’s what the company where it
was invented decided. Here is why.
Dr. Jaap Haartsen invented
Bluetooth while working at Ericsson
in the 1990s.
Ericsson originally called their
technology ‘Bluetooth’ after Harald
Bluetooth, who was king of Denmark between 940 and 981. During
his rule, Denmark and Norway
were Christianised and united, so
Ericsson used the analogy that he
“allowed greater communication
between people” when naming its
wireless communication protocol.
The king was also known for his
dead tooth, which had a very dark
blue-grey shade. It was so prominent that his nickname was Blatand,
which literally translates from Danish
(Continued on Page 6)
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Not a fantasy football fan, but I managed to pick a team
(Continued from Page 1)

but I know our last two picks of the
draft were a kicker and defensive
player. These two usually average
around the same number of points,
so it doesn’t make much sense to
waste time on them too early in the

draft.
Finally, our draft was done, and
we had a well-rounded team. David
has been playing fantasy football
for years, and I now see why. It
gets addicting. It was like a game
with multiple scenarios, and you

WHO’S A GOOD GIRL!? YOU ARE! YES, YOU ARE! Sombra,
a dog with the counter-narcotics force in Colombia, has sniffed out 10
tons of the powerful Urabeños drug gang’s cocaine. As a result, the gang
has put a hit out on the animal, offering $70,000 to anyone who kills her.
Police have moved Sombra for her own safety.
THIS LOOKS LIKE THE WORK OF KANG THE DESTROYER!
A man left a giant parabolic mirror – used to harness and focus sunlight
– inside his Subu Outback when he went to work inside San Francisco’s
Exploratorium. While he was gone, the sun moved across the sky and
created a focused beam of energy that melted parts of the car’s plastic
interior like a supervillain’s death ray.
THEY’RE COMING TO TAKE ME AWAY, AH HAH: A man
consumed psychedelic mushrooms and started “chanting in an unknown
language” while dancing in the buff around a fire he had set in the front
yard of his Cape Coral, Fla., home at 1:30 in the morning. The cops came
and took him away.
GREAT, NO ONE’S AROUND! THE COAST IS CLEAR: Four
thieves stole solar panels and construction materials from a business
in Helensvale, Australia. They also pilfered surveillance cameras which
– unbeknownst to them – were livestreaming images of their misdeeds to
the owner the whole time.
PEEK A BOO, WE SEE YOU! Police went to an apartment in Spokane, Wash., in response to a tip from the Domestic Violence Unit that a
man was on the premises in violation of a restraining order on the part of
the lady who lived there. After what the cops described as “the adult version of hide and seek,” they found him in the clothes dryer.
BUT, OFFICER, I’M HERE TO HELP! Massachusetts State Police
arrested a woman for drunken driving in Hyannis, and ordered that a tow
truck be dispatched to remove her car. When the tow truck driver showed
up, they arrested him for drunken driving too.
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW!? A 74-year-old man went to the Verizon
store in Raleigh, N.C., to get his phone fixed a half hour after the place
closed for the evening. After making his displeasure known to the employees inside by kicking the glass door until it broke, he got into his car and
drove it right into the building.
O.K., FIRST ADMIT YOU HAVE A PROBLEM: Baboons in Cape
Town, South Africa have developed a taste for sauvignon blanc grapes,
and are raiding local vineyards, getting drunk and running amok before
rampaging through the town attacking animals and vandalizing property.
Vineyard owners have hired marksmen to keep the beasts at bay.
WHAT IS IT NOW, OFFICER!? Police ticketed a woman for driving
her 2018 Ford Mustang at 92 mph in a 75 mph zone in Hershey, Neb.
Then she drove from the scene at 142 mph, so they pulled her over
again.
HEY, WHERE DID ALL THESE COPS COME FROM!? A man
broke the front window of a store in London, Ontario, then moved on to
smash the front door of another building. When he tried to break into
police headquarters, his vandalism spree came to an end.

continue to play each week to score
the most points possible.
Forbes mentions that the average
fantasy football player averages
about three hours per week managing their team, translating to 1.2
billion hours for 23 million players
over a 17-week season.
As I am writing this story, I am
currently watching the Texans vs.
Patriots game. Now that football has
started, this is what my Sundays
will look like. I find it interesting as
David cheers for his home team, he
is also cheering for other players on
the opposing team that he has on
his fantasy team, because he needs
those extra points.
As his loyalty for his home team
is questioned, I chuckle because I
know how much his Football league
means to him. And, I know he does
not want to end up in last place and
face a punishment that only people
Camper space with cement slab
on 3 acres in Churchill. Perfect for
tiny house. call (979) 824-0225.
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who play this game could devise.
Some last-place punishments
include tattoos, wearing your least
favorite player’s jersey, and one
that particularly stands out. USA
Today states that one of the worst
punishments ever was the loser
had to take the SAT/ACT with high
school students and proctor and
post their scores online for everyone
to see. Who would ever think of
this? Fantasy football players would
think of this!

So, good luck to everyone out
there playing fantasy football, and
good luck to those last-place finishers. Go Texans ... unless you have
Tom Brady or some other team’s
player on your fantasy football team.
Wilfred “Bill” Winkenbach, who
had a financial stake in the Oakland
Raiders, invented fantasy golf and
basketball games in the 1950s that
later provided the inspiration for
fantasy football.

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
WOUNDED LADY LIBERTY
Q. The iconic Statue of Liberty,
at 93 meters (305 feet), including
the pedestal, has towered over New
York Harbor since 1886. A visitor
can walk up a standard staircase
to reach the pedestal, then a very
narrow spiral staircase to access
the crown. But the staircase leading
to the torch and its wrap-around
observatory beneath the 24-caratgold-covered flame is closed. Why?
A. The answer lies in an oftforgotten attack on the U.S. on July
30, 1916, two years after the start of
World War I, says Dan Lewis on his
“Now I Know” website. The U.S., as
you may remember, remained neutral throughout much of the war, but
it maintained trade with Europe, and
when the British blockaded German
ports, “America became a ‘de facto’
munitions supplier to Great Britain
and its allies.”
In an attempt to cut off this supply
line, the Germans sabotaged a
man-made island in New York
Harbor known as Black Tom Island,
a munitions storage site. According
to Wikipedia, fragments from the
resulting explosion — equivalent to
an earthquake measuring 5.0-5.5 on
the Richter Scale — lodged in the
Statue of Liberty, and windows as

far away as 25 miles were broken.
Four people died and hundreds
more were injured, Lewis adds.
As for Lady Liberty, her right arm
leading to the torch was hit hard by
the blast, and “fixing it fully proved
impossible…. Access to the torch
has been closed to the public ever
since.”
WHAT AM I?
Q. Fifteen thousand species
strong, at home on every continent but Antarctica, considered an
aphrodisiac to some and a medicinal oil to others, operating as a
cleanup crew of dropped food but
sometimes being eaten themselves.
What are these (almost) ubiquitous
arthropods?
A. They’re ants, of course, with
most living in hierarchical colonies
with a single egg-laying queen,
mating males and worker females,
reports Ashley Braun in “Discover”
magazine. It’s been estimated
that just along the road medians of
150 blocks in New York City, ants
consume the equivalent of 60,000
hot dogs per year, and in Colombia,
the fertilized queens of one species,
brined and toasted, are considered
a delicacy.
Researchers have discovered
Argentine ants forming supercolonies around the world, the largest
ever found spanning 2,500 miles
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from northwest Spain to northern
Italy and containing tens of millions
of queens and worker ants in the
billions. Yet whether from a supercolony nest in Portugal, or one in
France, they collaborate rather than
compete. Concludes Braun, “That
sounds like a social network we can
all learn from.”
BROWN VS. BLUE EYES
Q. True or False: Blue-eyed
people have more troubling coping
with dazzling sun than do those with
brown-eyes.
A. True, since “the bluer the
eyes, the more light is likely to
bypass the pupil and enter through
the iris,” writes U.K visual scientist
Ron Douglas in “New Scientist”
magazine. Basically, eye color
is determined by the amount of
melatonin in the iris, making the iris
opaque and preventing light from
entering anywhere but the pupil.
Melatonin-rich brown eyes absorb
the most light, whereas blue eyes
absorb less and scatter some of the
shorter (blue) wavelength light. And
this scattering can cause glare and
reduce image contrast, meaning
that “those with blue eyes will be
troubled more by bright sunlight
than those with brown eyes.”
On a personal note, Douglass
says that with his blue eyes, he
always has to wear sunglasses. His
wife, however, “with her lovely hazel
brown eyes, rarely has to bother
with such eye protection.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• An artificial intelligence system
developed by Google’s DeepMind
and the University of Oxford can lip
read better than humans.
• The average monarch butterfly’s
lifespan is 2 to 6 weeks. However,
every fourth generation lives from 6
to 8 months, so they can travel from
North America to Mexico and back.
• In the original “Beauty and the
Beast,” Belle’s sisters become jealous about her life in the castle and
try to get the Beast to devour her.
• U.S. research shows that there
is an 18 percent increase in motor
vehicle deaths on Election day.
• Wine and cheese go together
well because cheese makes the
taster’s wine palate more sensitive.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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If you want to vote in November, register by Oct. 9
AUSTIN – If you’re not registered
to vote, you can do it by Oct. 9, and
make all necessary preparations
to be able to cast a ballot in the
upcoming Nov. 6 General Election.
Register to vote in the county of
residence.
Be aware of what you need to

take to the polls in order to cast a
ballot.
Contact your respective county
elections offices to become familiar
with your ballot, locate your appropriate polling location, and plan your
trip to the polls.
Texans who are not already

My Answer by Billy Graham

Don’t wait to the last minute to be saved
Q: I’ve become very disillusioned recently because it seems
like almost everyone I’ve looked up
to has turned out to be two-faced
or corrupt - celebrities, sports figures, politicians, you name it. Can
anyone be trusted today? - T.G.
A: This is, I’m afraid, a vivid
sign of the moral and spiritual
decline we see all around us
today. When we turn our backs
on God, even those we ought to
be able to trust often turn out to
be immoral or corrupt. The Bible
warns of a time when “people will
be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boastful, proud, abusive ...
without self-control” (2 Timothy 3:
2-3). Doesn’t this describe today’s
world?
Not every public figure is like
this, of course, and we ought to be
thankful for those who have integrity, and are role models for our

youth. We also ought to pray for
all those who are in the public eye,
that they may realize their responsibility and seek to live moral and
honest lives. I believe this is especially important as we look forward
to the coming election year.
But only one person is worthy
of our complete trust, and that is
Jesus Christ. Others may fail us,
but He never will, because He
can never lie or lead us astray.
He alone is the solid foundation
on which we can build our lives,
and He alone will never forsake
us. The Bible says, “Do not put
your trust in princes.... Blessed are
those... whose hope is in the Lord
their God” (Psalm 146:3,5).
Is your faith and trust in Jesus
Christ? By a simple prayer of faith
invite Him to come into your heart
and mind, and commit your life and
your future into His hands. As the
Bible says, “He remains faithful
forever” (Psalm 146:6).
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

registered to vote may complete
and print a voter registration online
or request an application from their
county elections administrator. Once
completed, Texas voters may submit
the application to the county voter
registrar in their county of residence. Completed voter registration
applications must be postmarked
by Oct. 9. Texans may check to
see if they are already registered to
vote through the Texas Secretary
of State’s web site or by visiting
www.votetexas.gov.
To avoid longer waiting times on
Election Day, consider voting during
the early voting period from Monday,
Oct. 22 to Friday, Nov. 2. During
the early voting period, voters can
cast a ballot at any location in their
county of registration.
The first Friday of the early voting
period (Oct. 26) will be Student
Voting Day in Texas, when all
eligible Texas students are encouraged to cast their ballot in their
county’s nearest polling location
during times that do not conflict with
their scholastic obligations.

Voters must possess one of the
seven approved forms of photo ID
that they must present at the polls.
Voters who do not possess and
cannot obtain one of the seven
forms of approved photo ID may
execute a Reasonable Impediment
Declaration form, available to them
at each polling location, and provide
a supporting form of identification.
Certain voters may qualify for
exemptions to presenting an accept-

able form of photo identification or
following the Reasonable Impediment Declaration procedure.

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1789, only white, land-owning
men could vote in most states.
Since the Civil War, we amended
the Constitution to prohibit limiting voting rights based on gender,
race, age (must be at least 18) and
wealth (banning the poll tax).
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TxDOT offers free child safety seat inspections
AUSTIN – With motor vehicle
crashes still a leading cause of
death among children, the Texas
Department of Transportation is
joining safety advocates statewide
to remind parents of the importance
of always buckling up their children.
That means not only making sure
they’re secured in their vehicle, but
also avoiding the most common
mistakes when it comes to child
safety seats: failing to select the
seat that is appropriate for the
child’s age and size, and failing to
correctly install it.
State law requires all children

under eight years old, unless they
are taller than 4 feet 9 inches, to
be in a safety seat whenever they
ride in a vehicle. Failure to properly
restrain a child can result in a ticket
of up to $250.
As part of its “Save Me with
a Seat” campaign, TxDOT is
encouraging parents to sign up for
a free child safety seat check-up at
any of its 25 district offices located
throughout Texas.
“We want to help parents prevent
the kind of tragedy no mother or
father should have to endure,” said
TxDOT Executive Director James

Bass. “That’s why we’re making a
special push this month to encourage parents and caregivers to have
one of our certified technicians
ensure they’re not only using the
right seat for their child but also that
it’s properly installed.”
While most parents believe their
children are properly buckled up,
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) has found
that two out of three safety seats
are not used correctly.
According to NHTSA, child safety
seats in passenger cars reduce
the risk of fatal injury by 71 percent
for infants and by 54 percent for

toddlers.
In Texas, in 2017:
• 408 children younger than 8
years old were seriously injured,
and 73 died in traffic crashes.
• 411 children ages 8 to 12 were
seriously injured and another 30
were killed.
To protect against injury, TxDOT
recommends that all children
under age 13 ride in the back seat,
properly secured in a seat belt or
safety seat.
Leading up to National Child
Passenger Safety Week, Sept.
23–29, TxDOT is partnering with
Build-A-Bear Workshop® to hold
outreach events. While specialists
are conducting safety seat demon-

strations and answering parents’
questions about correct safety seat
use, Build-A-Bear® will provide
hands-on activities for children.
Safety events are planned at Katy
Mills Mall in Katy on Sept. 22. “Save
Me with a Seat” campaign materials
also will be available at all 35 BuildA-Bear locations in Texas on Sept.
29, National Seat Check Saturday.
TxDOT’s free safety seat inspections are available weekdays
throughout the year and take about
20 to 30 minutes. To schedule
a seat check-up with a TxDOT
Traffic Safety Specialist, visit
SaveMeWithaSeat.org and enter
your ZIP code to find the nearest
TxDOT district office.
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BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Fall weather perfect for volunteering in your county parks

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing, swimming pool &
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation
Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates), The Bulletin
Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers
who help clean the beaches, stake out
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand
with programs, and add so much to the
county’s parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email
jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Volunteers working on the trail at Hanson Riverside County Park.
With cooler temperatures on the
horizon, the Brazoria County Parks
Department has set aside time to
spend improving and re-building our
park hiking and biking trails.
If you’re looking to give back to
your community, and happen to find
yourself free on Thursday mornings,
we’ll be out at our various parks
every third Thursday of the month

working to build and re-build the
trails there.
For this upcoming Trail Day on
Sept. 20, we’ll be out at Hanson
Riverside County Park removing
roots, stumps, and other foliage to
clear the way for the trail. This is a
great chance to meet new people
and get some exercise.
Please arrive in appropriate trail

building clothing, shoes, and headgear. We also recommend bringing
proper gloves for clearing brush.
We will provide water and tools,
but if you’d like to bring your own,
you’re welcome to do so.
For more information, and
to register, contact Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, or at
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Parks Dept., Bass
Pro Shops bring
kid fish to Pearland

There’s nothing quite like a brisk
fall day here in Southeast Texas,
and the angling-passionate staff
behind the Brazoria County Parks
Department, alongside Texas Parks
and Wildlife and Bass Pro Shops,
plan to provide local children with a
penchant for fishing a day to enjoy
the great outdoors, practically from
their own backyard.
On Nov. 3, participants aged
3-16 years are invited to visit the
stocked pond at Bass Pro Shops
Pearland to try their luck at some
Saturday morning fishing. Poles and
bait will be provided while supplies
last, but registrants are welcome to
bring gear from home if they wish.
Knowledgeable volunteers from
Texas Parks and Wildlife will be on
hand to provide angler education
and encouragement to the young
participants.
The intent is to arrange a day of
outdoor and wildlife appreciation,
and to inspire young enthusiasts to
hone their nature skills, all the while
making a few friends along the way.
Register for the Kids’ Fishfest by
contacting the Program Coordinator for the Brazoria County Parks
Department, Mike Mullenweg, at
(979)864-1152, or by emailing him
at mikem@brazoria-county.com.
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Show your stand
against mosquitos
by buying this sign

The man in this photo still had
a head. He was not a victim of a
giant mosquito. But you’ve seen
the infamous giant mosquito sign at
Quintana Beach County Park, and
you’ve most likely experienced the
sting and the itch from the creatures
that prey in the area. But did you
know that you could purchase a sign
for yourself? You asked for them,
and we listened. Miniature versions
of the beloved sign are available to
buy directly from the park office at
$14.95 each.

Schedule of events

Saturday, Sept. 20, 8
a.m. to noon: If you’re looking
to give back to your community,
and happen to find yourself
free on Thursday mornings,
we’ll be out at our various
parks every third Thursday of
the month working to build and
re-build the trails there. This
is a great chance to meet new
people and get some exercise.
For more information, and to
register, contact Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, or at
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Sunday, Sept. 23, 2 to 5
p.m.: This Was: School of the
Solder. This Was is a hands-on
series focused on skills, crafts,
and activities in Brazoria County,
1811-1846. Come learn proper
drill and how to march in line.
Learn something new, improve
your skills, get involved. Contact
(979)849-5965.
Thursday, Oct. 18, 8
a.m. to noon: If you’re looking
to give back to your community,
and happen to find yourself free
on Thursday mornings, we’ll be
out at our various parks every
third Thursday of the month
working to build and re-build
the trails there. This is a great
chance to meet new people

and get some exercise. For more
information (including location),
and to register, contact Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, or at
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Saturday, Oct. 20, 9 a.m.
to noon: Fall Paddling Event #2.
Come join the Brazoria Paddler’s
Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Great
for families and first time paddlers.
Location TBD. For information
or reservations call (979)8641152 or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
Saturday, Nov. 3, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.: Pollinator Palooza.
Spend the day at Quintana Beach
County Park learning the ins and
outs of local butterflies, bees, and
other local creatures. Including a
walk-in butterfly enclosure, kids
crafts and activities, caterpillar and
chrysalis exhibits, and a visit from
the Brazoria County Beekeepers
with a live hive display and local
honey for sale. For any questions,
please call the park at (979)2331461.
Friday, Nov. 2, 9 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.: Stephen F. Austin’s
Birthday Celebration. Designed for
school groups, this free event is

open to everyone. Visit costumed
interpreters to learn stories of Austin’s life and times in early Texas.
See and learn how old handcrafts
were performed. This event is regimented and mostly hands-on. For
more information, call the Stephen
F. Austin park at (979)849-5965.
Saturday, Nov. 3, 9 a.m.
to noon: Kids’ Fishfest Event
at Bass Pro Shops. Come for a
great time learning to fish, and
trying your luck in the stocked
pond. Poles will be provided
while supplies last, or you can
bring your own. Bass Pro Shops
will provide the bait, and Texas
Parks and Wildlife will provide the
Angler Education. For information,
and to register, call Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, or email
him mikem@brazoria-county.net.
Saturday, Nov. 15th, 8
a.m. to noon: If you’re looking
to give back to your community,
and happen to find yourself free
on Thursday mornings, we’ll be
out at our various parks every third
Thursday of the month working to
build and re-build the trails there.
This is a great chance to meet new
people and get some exercise. For
more information (including location), and to register, contact Mike
Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, or at
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Saturday, Nov. 17, 9 a.m.
to noon: Fall Paddling Event

#3. Come join the Brazoria
Paddler’s Club as they hold a
paddling event on one of the
waterways in Brazoria County.
Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families
and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For information or
reservations call (979)864-1152
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
Saturday, Dec. 8, 9 a.m.
to noon: Winter Paddling Event
#1. Come join the Brazoria
Paddler’s Club as they hold a
paddling event on one of the
waterways in Brazoria County.
Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families
and first time paddlers. Location TBD. For information or
reservations call (979)864-1152
or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
Thursday, Dec. 20, 8
a.m. to noon: If you’re looking
to give back to your community,
and happen to find yourself free
on Thursday mornings, we’ll be
out at our various parks every
third Thursday of the month
working to build and re-build
the trails there. This is a great
chance to meet new people and
get some exercise. For more
information, contact Mike Mullenweg at (979)864-1152, or at
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
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Check out a mobile hotspot from Danbury Library
Danbury Library, a branch of the
Brazoria County Library System,
is now offering mobile hot spots
for a seven-day check- out period.
Library card holders can check out
each device for free and can have
the capability to connect up to 11
electronic devices.
These hotspots can only be
checked out from the Danbury
branch.

They have been acquired
through a program from The
Technology & Information Policy
Institute (TIPI)at the University of
Texas at Austin, funded by the
Tocker Foundation to assist rural
libraries to implement hotspot-lending programs throughout the state
of Texas.
Six libraries were selected to
implement this program, and

Danbury Public Library was among
them.
Libraries, especially in rural
areas, are a crucial community
anchor for Internet access and
providing e-resources as well as
books.
These devices help bridge the
gap in accessing heath care, education and employment opportunities.

ROOF
DAMAGE?

Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree
that advertising in The Bulletin is good
for your business. Call (979) 849-5407

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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Festival ticket winners
Why does technology give many of us a license to be rude? Renaissance
We have reached into the official Bulletin shoe box and pulled out six lucky
(Continued from Page 1)

I didn’t know who the fellow was
- I figured he’d dialed my number by
mistake - so I hung up.
Later that day, after returning
from a business meeting, I saw
that someone had hung up on my
machine again.
I dialed star 69, got the number,
dialed it, then heard, “Hello, this is
Bill. Sally and I aren’t in right now
... .”
I hung up again. A few moments
later, my phone rang. I picked it up.
“Hello,” I said.
“Who is this?” said the man. I
recognized the voice. It was Bill.
“You called me and hung up!” I
said.
“You called me and hung up!”
said Bill.
“Nuh-huh!” I said.
“Yuh-huh!” he said.
Email was another innovation that
escalated rudeness. I remember
reading a Wall Street Journal story

about two Boston lawyers whose
email exchange went viral.
One lawyer, a 24-year-old
woman, sent an e-mail to an older,
established lawyer, declining his job
offer.
The older lawyer, miffed that the
woman would email her rejection
after she’d already accepted the job
offer in person, fired off an email
telling her she wasn’t very professional.
She replied that if he were a real
lawyer he would have made her
sign a contract. He replied, in so
many words, that she was a snot.
She sent one last reply: “blah, blah,
blah.”
These are just some examples of
how earlier technology innovations
made us ruder.
And now, the era of smartphones
and social media - the era of nasty
tweets and Facebook insults - is
making rudeness, reports Psychology Today, “our new normal.”

The magazine cites research,
published in the journal Computers in Human Behavior, that finds
technology-enabled anonymity and
“a lack of eye contact” are chief
contributors to our growing incivility.
To wit: Technology is making it
easier than ever to be rude to our
fellow man, but we must fight this
impulse, or else our already overheated public discourse will become
increasingly uncivil.
It’s not going to be easy, though.
Even my parents use their
answering machine to screen calls
from my sisters and me.
Mom and Dad, I know you’re
home. Please pick up the phone!
Copyright 2018 Tom Purcell. Tom
Purcell, author of “Misadventures of
a 1970’s Childhood,” a humorous
memoir available at amazon.com, is
a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist. Send comments to Tom
at Tom@TomPurcell.com.

readers who are being mailed tickets to the opening weekend of the Texas
Renaissance Festival.
The tickets are good for either Saturday, Sept. 29, or Sunday,Sept. 30.
On Sunday, kids get in free, so that may be a better day if you plan to take
family or friends.
We’ve got two tickets covered, though, per winner, a $60 value. Winners’
tickets are being mailed to the addresses on their entry forms.
The winners are:
Adriana Rivera of Angleton, who picked up The Bulletin at the Angleton
Walgreens;
Lida Mendez of Alvin, who found the paper at the Alvin Senior Citizens
Center;
Jill Barrick of Angleton, who got her Bulletin at Magnolia Acres in Angleton;
Kevin Cromwell of Lake Jackson, who picked up The Bulletin at the Lake
Jackson Recreation Center;
Mike Arguso of Alvin, who got a Bulletin at What-A-Burger in Alvin;
Keller Kandler of Clute, who picked up the paper at Buc-ees.
Congratulations to all the winners! We already have another contest under
way. NEW this year is our Monster Jam contest! See coupon below and
enter for a chance to win four tickets to the Oct. 20 event at NRG stadium.

ACC selects Fall Semester student ambassadors

Win Monster Jam Tickets

The 2018 Alvin Community College Fall Student Ambassadors are, from left: Lindsey Walker, of Friendswood,
Adeline Nzeribe, of Rosharon, Micaela Campos, of Pearland, Elizabeth Omojola, of Manvel, Joel Castro, of
Alvin, Addy Terry, of Webster, Gabby Saldivar, of Alvin, Venus Higuera, of Alvin and Sarah Bowman, of Alvin.
Webster. The new ambassadors
services, help create marketing
There will be six new members
are: Micaela Campos, of Pearland,
strategies,
conduct
campus
tours,
to the Alvin Community College
Venus Higuera, of Alvin, Adeline
work community events and even
Student Ambassadors program for
Nzeribe, of Rosharon, Elizabeth
volunteer for College and Foundathe 2018 Fall semester.
Omojola, of Manvel, Gabby Saldition events.
Ambassadors are an important
var, of Alvin and Lindsey Walker, of
Ambassadors
receive
a
$600
element in attracting students and
Friendswood.
scholarship for their 45-hour compromoting the college’s mission.
Nzeribe said is participating with
mitment. Returning ambassadors
During the semester, ambassaher fellow ambassadors to be an
are: Sarah Bowman, of Alvin, Joel
dors will help provide information
active member of her community.
Castro, of Alvin and Addy Terry, of
to potential students about ACC

We are giving away four tickets ($128 value) to each winner, and we
will select at least four winners to this exciting event on Saturday, Oct. 20,
at nrg stadium. To enter, please fill out the the coupon and mail it to: The
Bulletin, P.O. BOX 2426, Angleton TX 77516. Winners will be selected
at random. Also, please tell us which part of the paper you like best. We
value your opinion. One original entry coupon per person.
NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
CITY_________________________________ZIP________________
PHONE_________________________________________________
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE FEATURE IN THE PAPER?__________
_______________________________________________________

Some things should not be small
(Continued from Page 1)

to “Bluetooth.”
That’s how the Bluetooth got its
name, and then it started shrinking
and getting more affordable and
better.
That’s a good thing in electronics,
except for the Bluetooth, and maybe
television. You don’t want to shrink
TV sets. If anything, you want to
keep making them bigger.
So, I bought this tiny Bluetooth
and paired it with my phone. A magnificent find. Good sound, and the
whole thing fit inside my ear.
A few days later, it was gone.
Nowhere to be found. It was so little

that I was surprised it lasted that
long. I got another one. Gone, too.
Before I lost them, though, I went
through a cafeteria line with one of
them in my ear, and one of the servers tried to communicate with me in
sign language.
“I can hear. It’s a Bluetooth,” I
said as I took it out of my ear and
showed her.’
“Wow, that’s small,” she said.
“What?” I replied, as I put my
right hand up to my ear. It was a
joke. I thought it was funny. Maybe
not.
I bought an AM/FM fancy new
radio that fit in the palm of my hand

Behind the scenes of ‘Fantastic Voyage’
“Fantastic Voyage” is a 1966 American science fiction film directed by
Richard Fleischer and written by Harry Kleiner, based on a story by Otto
Klement and Jerome Bixby.
Isaac Asimov, asked to write the novelization from the script, declared that
the script was full of plot holes, and received permission to write the book
the way he wanted. The novel came out first because he wrote quickly and
because of delays in filming.
The budget was set at $5 million. It went up to $6 million, $3 million of
which went on the sets and $1 million on test footage. At the time, it was the
most expensive science fiction movie ever made.
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I turned to the Internet and
into my tablet, and it ate it. The card
and had very good sound. Gone. I
researched for a few seconds how
fell in there somewhere, and I saw
still have a much larger transistor
technology is making things smaller.
no way to retrieve it.
radio I bought decades ago.
We live in a complicated technoThere may be a way, but it was
Then there are those tiny sim
logical world, dear reader, and in
easier to leave the card in there and
cards that make my phone and
wonderful times.
buy another one.
tablet get a 4G signal. I slipped one
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Good news is he immediately
found a job on Wall Street
Well, this certainly puts a whole
new spin on the term “inside linebacker.”
The Browns cut LB Mychal Kendricks after he was charged in federal
court with insider stock trading.
That’s what you call a stiff illegalprocedure penalty.
Headlines
— At @TheOnion: “Baseball
statisticians unveil new analytics
model measuring precise amount of
joy they suck from the game.”
— At Fark.com: “R-E-L-A-X,
Aaron Rodgers just got P-A-I-D.”
Pass the lettuce
Odell Beckham Jr. of the New

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
York Giants says his superstar
status makes him feel like a “zoo
animal.”
Especially the part where the
Giants ignore the warnings and feed
him $95 million.
Just say non
Swimming and diving has been
banned off the coast of Landevennec, France, thanks to the
relentless amorous advances of a
bottlenose dolphin.
Which certainly answers the
question: What do you get when
you cross Flipper with Pepe
LePew?
Replace that divot
A duffer got into a fight on a
Massachusetts course and had his
finger bitten off at the knuckle.
Well, there’s one golf slice that

ActionS Grandparents Ball big success

The first-ever Grandparents Ball, hosted by ActionS Inc., was a huge success.
Hundreds of grandparents and grandchildren gathered at The Pearl Event
Center to celebrate Grandparents Day and raise money for a great cause.
It was an evening filled with dancing, smiles and laughter, and everyone
seemed to enjoy the festivities.
Guests helped themselves to a finger-food buffet, donated by area restaurants, and sipped on old-fashioned Shirley Temples. The candy bar was very
popular, and when anyone needed a break from dancing, they played board
games and went to the color stations.
The funds that were raised through this event will help provide an additional 2,000 meals to seniors in Brazoria County.

Everyone had a good time at ActionS Grandparents Ball.

even Hank Haney can’t fix.
Hut 1 (million)
Green Bay QB Aaron Rodgers
— who just agreed to a 4-year,
$134 million contract extension
— is coming out with his own line of
cheese, we hear.
It’s called Packers Gold.
Loss leader
J.C. Penney’s portfolio for the
past four years boasts a profit in
just two quarters.
In a related story, J.C. Penney
has just been named the official
retail store of the Cleveland Browns.
Paging Annie Savoy
Missouri became the first state to
regulate the use of the term “meat.”
Luckily for Crash Davis, he and
Nuke LaLoosh didn’t have to play
there.
Power slump
Dodger Stadium has been hit by
two power outages this season.
Which certainly puts a whole new
meaning on “playing lights-out.”
Whoa is he
Andrew Benintendi is certainly
doing his part to speed up baseball
games.
The Red Sox outfielder
accounted for all three outs — a
sac bunt and a double play — in
Boston’s 11-run inning against the
Marlins on Wednesday, or else the
Sox might still be batting.
Talking the talk
— Holly Anderson, via Twitter,
after Michigan State said it’s been
cleared of any NCAA rules violations in the Larry Nassar sexualassault scandal: “Thank God
nobody sold any shoes.”
— Comedy writer and proud
Sooner Argus Hamilton, on why he
wants his ashes scattered over the
Cotton Bowl: “So if Texas beats OU,
it’s over my dead body.”
Goodbye, juice boxes
Arsenal soccer coach Unai
Emery has banned high-sugar
fruit drinks from his team’s training
menu.
Still no word on the status of
mom’s halftime orange slices.
Hit parade
Brewers center fielder Christian
Yelich not only hit for the cycle RE
against the Reds, he added two
extra singles.
If this were Yahtzee, he’d have to
decide between taking three points
for three of a kind or 30 for a small
straight.
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

DID YOU KNOW?

• If the Gulf of Mexico was stretched across land, it would spread from Los
Angeles to New York.
• In a new study on scent, color, and music, only scent had a significant
impact on the arousal, pleasure, and satisfaction of store shoppers.
• An EPA study found that plane water, which is often used to brew
onboard coffee and tea, is full of bacteria.
• The paint used on the Sydney Harbour Bridge drys so fast that, should a
drop fall, it would dry before reaching the vehicles underneath.
• It’s estimated that a three-week extension of Daylight Saving Time would
save the U.S. $59.2 million each year in avoided robberies.
• On average, Europeans only move four times in their lives.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Obscure
2 Playground comeback
3 Censor’s target
4 Up to, in ads
5 City SSW of Wichita, KS
6 Source of opera financing
7 “The Teflon Don”
8 “More or less” equivalent
9 Casual wear biggie
10 Debatable power
11 Test that examines fetal DNA, briefly
12 “Fidelio” jailer
13 Phased-out Apple messaging
software
18 They have their orders
19 Questionable
24 “Cut that out!”
25 Holy __
26 38-Down source
27 Back into a corner, in a way
30 One with a stay-at-home job?
31 Code word
32 Sean of “Rudy”
33 Penn. neighbor
34 Device that debuted in Detective
Comics in 1942
35 Knack
36 Org. concerned with securing
crowns
38 26-Down sound
39 Dramatic start
40 Respectful rural response
44 Small power sources
45 Discouraging words
46 “Given the circumstances ... “
47 Quaint words of resolve
48 Place to rule
49 Paradises
50 “No more procrastinating!”
51 Passes over
52 Florida’s Port
St. __
53 ‘50s-’60s civil rights activist
58 “Angie Tribeca” airer
59 Methodology word
60 Period
61 Santa __, California
(c) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

OAK ELM ASH PINE PALM MAPLE BIRCH SPRUCE CEDAR POPLAR
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44 Con
45 Free ride
47 Grin
ACROSS
23 “Carefree Highway” singer
54 “Do or do not. There is no try”
1 Read the riot act
28 Seasoned cookers
speaker
6 Like tightrope walkers
29 Golfer McIlroy
55 Hyatt competitor
11 D-backs, on scoreboards
30 Eastern noodle
56 Informal British address
14 Physics Nobelist Schršdinger
32 Clued in
57 Finishes a task, and a hint to
15 Attendance count
34 What might make a ewe turn?
hidden words in this puzzle’s four
16 Soft slip-on
37 Island on which much of “Jaws”
other longest answers
17 Strapped
was filmed
62 SEALs’ org.
20 Baja bear
41 Many a prof
63 Baron Cohen’s Kazakh journalist
21 Two piece?
42 In base eight
64 “... bombs bursting __”
22 Paycheck abbr.
43 First name in jazz
65 High pts.
66 Bends with the breeze
67 __ pitch
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

your passions into improving your
pay check. You might be entirely
focused on a business project or
powerful workplace startup in the
week ahead. A chance conversation
can light a fire under your moneymaking abilities.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Power up your personality. In the
week ahead, you might be more
ambitious and more able to wield
influence among the movers and
shakers. The New Moon in your
sign presages a refreshing new
viewpoint and attitude.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The
more you see the more you want.
Don’t spend money on things that
won’t stand up to scrutiny once your
feeding frenzy passes. Loved ones
may be unpredictable or try your
patience as this week unfolds.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In
the week ahead, you may need to
offer encouragement and advice
to a companion who is penny-wise
and pound-foolish. You know that
those who make decisions based
on fear are sure to fail.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

21): When it rains, it pours. To enjoy
financial security, it might be necessary to find temporary shelter when
the winds blow against you. Remain
steady in the week ahead when
tempted to try a different direction.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Persevere despite obstacles.
You might enjoy taking a walk on
the wild side in the week ahead.
Something daring might break up
the monotony, but don’t take risks
with your money or your business
relationships.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Dig deep. Investigating the secrets
of life may rivet your attention this
week. Experimenting with something new is good for the soul. But
you may unleash complications by
following through on an impulsive
desire.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Spend your pennies wisely. You
may be up-to-date with the latest
gadgets and trends, but your desire
to be in the swim can sink your
bank account. Use your pleasant
personality to win people over to
your side.

History of the World On This Day
SEPTEMBER 18
1789 - Alexander Hamilton negotiated and secured the first loan for
the United States. The Temporary
Loan of 1789 was repaid on June 8,
1790 at the sum of $191,608.81.
1851 - The first issue of “The
New York Times” was published.
1927 - Columbia Phonograph
Broadcasting System made its
debut with its network broadcast
over 16 radio stations. The name
was later changed to CBS.
SEPTEMBER 19
1796 - U.S. President Washington’s farewell address was published.
1959 - Nikita Khruschev was
not allowed to visit Disneyland due
to security reasons. Khrushchev
reacted angrily.
1970 - “The Mary Tyler Moore
Show” premiered on CBS-TV.
SEPTEMBER 20
1921 - KDKA in Pittsburgh, PA.,
started a daily radio newscast. It
was one of the first in the U.S.

1962 - James Meredith, a black
student, was blocked from enrolling
at the University of Mississippi by
Gov. Ross R. Barnett. Meredith was
later admitted.
2013 - Apple released the iPhone
5s.
SEPTEMBER 21
1897 - The New York Sun ran
the “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus” editorial. It was in response
to a letter from 8-year-old Virginia
O’Hanlon.
1957 - “Perry Mason,” the television series, made its debut on CBSTV. The show was on for 9 years.
1981 - The U.S. Senate confirmed Sandra Day O’Connor to be
the first female justice on the U.S.
Supreme Court.
SEPTEMBER 22
1789 - The U.S. Congress
authorized the office of Postmaster
General.
1862 - U.S. President Lincoln
issued the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. It stated that

all slaves held within rebel states
would be free as of January 1,
1863.
1969 - Willie Mays hit his 600th
career home run.
SEPTEMBER 23
1642 - The first commencement
at Harvard College, in Cambridge,
MA., was held.
1930 - Flashbulbs were patented
by Johannes Ostermeier.
1952 - Richard Nixon gave his
“Checkers Speech.” At the time, he
was a candidate for U.S. vice-president.
SEPTEMBER 24
1934 - Babe Ruth played his last
game as a New York Yankee player.
1957 - The Brooklyn Dodgers
played their last game at Ebbets
Field.
1957 - U.S. President Eisenhower sent federal troops to Little
Rock, AR., to enforce school
integration.
1968 - “60 Minutes” premiered on
CBS-TV.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: OOMPH ENACT SUNKEN IGUANA
Answer: After not being called safe, the baseball player was -- OUTSPOKEN

ARIES (March 21-April 19): To
prove you can stand on your own
two feet, you might step on someone else’s. In the week ahead, you
may be bored by the mundane. You
could be too eager to take risks or
to demonstrate your independence.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
While other people are hard at
work, you may be preoccupied by
disruptive influences in your social
life. You might let flattery go to your
head as the week rolls by and be
tempted to break off a relationship.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You
like to be in the know so you are
likely to investigate details that are
sealed with a stamp of confidentiality. Concentrate on being a busy
bee as this week unfolds, and your
efforts will lead you to the honeycomb.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Be
prepared for anything in the week to
come. If you leave home without an
umbrella, you can’t blame the sky
for raining. Today’s New Moon may
spur new ideas and a more ambitious attitude towards a partner.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Parlay
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