
By Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh
Special to The Bulletin

I drove a ways through Wild 
Peach Village 
recently after 
making a trip 
to my favorite 
grocery store. 
Thanks to the 
Stewart family for 
always accom-
modating our 

communities. 
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When meterologists and  
on-air personalities turn 
into circus performers
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Oh, the tales 
we’ll tell

The storm 
TV circus

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I was glued to my monitor as I 
watched the developments of Hur-
ricane Irma. With all the hype that 
it was making landfall as a huge, 
deadly hurricane, I wanted to see 
if I could find a website that posted 

storm pictures 
or videos of the 
destruction.

Then I clicked 
on the Weather 
Channel’s Face-
book page.

“Watch Mike 
Bettes battle 
hurricane force 

winds from Irma’s eyewall during 
coverage in Naples, FL.,” boasted 
the post. Under it, on-air personality 
Bettes was bending into the wind 
and holding onto dear life. What is 
this, I thought, a circus act?

I was hoping that he would not 
be blown away, or be hit by some 
flying debris while showing viewers 
that conditions are really nasty in the 
path of the storm.

Here we go again, I thought. TV 
reporters turn performers as they 
demonstrate that water is wet and 
that during a hurricane there are 
strong winds. 

This has been a pet peeve 
of mine for a long time. I never 
understood why networks and local 
stations would allow their employees 
to put themselves in harm’s way in 
places where mandatory evacuation 
orders have been issued.

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Any stories that come out of 
Hurricane Harvey that strike lasting 
chords in readers will have to be just 
that: stories.

I don’t mean stories in the mold 
of the weakest, most incorrect 
definition of the word, which roughly 
means telling lies for fun and profit. 
I mean stories that fulfill the term’s 
purest definition: to convey a series 
of events which the reader can 

relate to and 
take something 
away from.

Neither do I 
mean to sug-
gest that those 
accounts should 
be fiction, though 
some histori-

cal novels will emerge, where the 
data, the depth of water, force of 
wind, amount of rain and number of 
deaths will – if the book’s any good 
– be accurately interwoven with sev-
eral characters who might not have 
actually existed.

All those facts and figures are 
certainly important, and will remain 
recorded.  But what we’re likely to 
remember about Harvey are count-
less images of suffering and sacrifice 
and bravery and compassion.  Many 
of them you might have witnessed 
up front and personal; others came 
via television and photographs in 
newspapers and on social media.  
And others will come from those 
accounts, those stories – fiction or 
nonfiction – that will be written down.

THE WORDSMITH

CNN stays in hurricane reporting mode

RECOLLECTIONS

Thoughts about Harvey and drainage as the water recedes
There is one bright side to 

Harvey, and that is to give prospec-
tive buyers opportunities to see 
property at its worst. Better than 
to buy and then be surprised and 
flooded.

My grandparents came to Wild 
Peach in 1908. My Pops from 
north Texas with his new bride, my 
GrandMother, from Wisconsin. They 
persevered through the mud, the 
mosquitoes, the heat and humidity 
and various varmints.

They eventually built a road and 
at some point, I think in the early 
1920s, gave a ditch easement to 
a very loosely formed drainage 
district. The intended purpose was 
to create a pathway for moving 
rainwater from “The SubDivision” to 
the San Bernard River.

About 25 years ago, after the 
drainage district began to func-
tion in modern times, they and the 
county came asking for drainage 

(Continued on Page 11)
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I PROMISE I CAN CHANGE! A man in West Yorkshire, England 
told his obsessive girlfriend he was dumping her, so she filed false 
assault charges against him. When the cops showed up, he begged 
them to help him escape her clutches, which they did. But as they took 
him away, she drove after the police car, causing oncoming cars to 
swerve as she pulled alongside the cruiser, trying to persuade him not to 
leave her. She finally crashed into the cop car after following it through a 
security barrier at the police station.

I’M VERY CONCERNED ABOUT STREET CRIME, OFFICER: 
A drug dealer in Okaloosa County, Fla., called the sheriff’s office to 
report that someone stole a bag of cocaine and some cash from his car. 
He was arrested.

BUT WHAT IF THEY DON’T WANT TO GIVE IT BACK? 
Bestherbs is voluntarily recalling its coffee because it contains the active 
ingredient found in Viagra.

NOW THAT’S WHAT WE CALL A CLUE: Police caught a man 
who robbed a convenience store in Yakima, Wash., after he left his car 
keys and his cell phone at the scene of the crime.

HEH-HEH, MY PLAN IS FOOLPROOF: A would-be desperado 
failed in his attempt to rob two banks in Des Moines, because he 
showed up before they opened. He tried to enter the Marine Credit 
Union at 8:15 a.m., but the place didn’t open until 11 a.m. So he went 
over to the First National Bank at 8:45, but was foiled again because it 
was 15 minutes before it opened for business.

ON SECOND THOUGHT, MAYBE WE SHOULD SEE OTHER 
PEOPLE: When a young woman sent a sincere and heartfelt letter to 
her college student boyfriend apologizing for cheating on him and seek-
ing reconciliation, he responded by grading the letter and posting it on 
twitter.

A PATTERN SEEMS TO BE EMERGING HERE: The cops 
showed up at a domestic disturbance at a home in Nutley, N.J., after a 
woman called to report that her husband was out of control, saying, “This 
time it’s for real.” Officers entered the house where they had to pepper 
spray the husband and his son when they attacked them. The family 
sued the police but lost the case after it was revealed that police had 
been called to the residence 55 times before.

OH, BACK AGAIN I SEE: A man was arrested after he robbed a 
doughnut shop in Chesapeake, Va., twice in two days.

CALM DOWN AND PUT ON SOME CLOTHES, MA’AM: Work-
ers at the Edge Hotel in Clearwater, Fla., called the police to report that 
a  woman in the buff was “causing a disturbance” and trespassing at 4:
30 in the morning after she refused the manager’s order to leave the 
premises. When the cops showed up, she attacked them.

YOUR BEDROOM!? I THOUGHT IT WAS MY BEDROOM! A 
man returned to his home in Putnam County, W. Va., to find that some-
one had broken in and went to sleep in his bed. The intruder, who lives 
about 15 miles away, said he has no idea how he wound up there.

S.F.A. Community Health Care getting mobile unit to serve flood victims
Stephen F. Austin Commu-

nity Health Center (SFACHC) is 
responding to the urgent need 
for medical help in Brazoria and 
Galveston communities with the 
help of Clinica Sierra Vista, a com-
munity health center in California. 

Clinica Sierra Vista is sending a 
fully equipped medical and dental 
mobile unit to assist SFACHC care 
for the displaced residents along 
the Texas coast where catastrophic 
Hurricane Harvey flooded homes 
and vehicles and is preventing the 

sick and vulnerable from accessing 
necessary primary care.

The Texas Association of Com-
munity Health Centers (TACHC) 
connected Clinica Sierra Vista of 
Bakersfield, CA with SFACHC, 
with administrative headquarters in 
Alvin. 

Stephen W. Schilling, CEO of Cli-
nica Sierra Vista, was at a confer-
ence of health-care professionals in 
San Diego the weekend that Hurri-
cane Harvey hit, and sought out the 
Texas delegation to offer Clinica’s 
help. Jose Camacho, executive 
director of the TACHC, took him up 
on his offer, and the two worked out 
the logistics of the plan.

The Clinica Sierra Vista mobile 
unit meets the most rigorous 
standard of care, making it a health 
center on wheels, capable of going 
where the greatest need is. The air-
conditioned mobile features exam 
rooms, state-of-the-art equipment 
and restrooms

SFACHC, a federally qualified 
community health center, provides 
quality integrated, comprehensive 
medical, dental and behavioral 
health care. 

The health center will drive the 
borrowed 44-foot-long medical and 
dental mobile unit to shelters in 
Angleton, Clute, Brazoria and other 
area of identified need. 

The goal is to address primary 
medical concerns that evacuees 
are not receiving due to transporta-
tion and access issues. The loan is 
making it possible for SFACHC to 

move throughout Brazoria County 
to visit shelters to  provide care to 
Hurricane Harvey evacuees. 

Mark Young, CEO, of SFACHC 
said: “The generosity extended by 
Clinica Sierra Vista to southeast 
Texas means so much at this time 
when many people have no homes, 
jobs, or income.  The Mobile Unit 
has allowed us to provide relief 
for many who have no access to 
medical care and have limited or no 
financial resources.” 
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. For a quick wise-up on the 
subject of epistemology, the 
science of knowledge, what are 
some fascinating facts about 
what animals know? 

A. Though difficult to assess, 
the ability to know what others 
are aware of has been observed 
in non-human animals such as 
elephants, chimps, parrots, dol-
phins and ravens, says Michael 
Brooks in “New Scientist” maga-
zine. For example, elephants that 
have never been at the David 
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Nairobi, 
Kenya, but know others who have, 
often turn up with injuries that 
need attention, report workers at 
the rescue center. It’s almost as 
if the elephants know they will 
be looked after there, suggesting 
not only abstract knowledge but 
relatively sophisticated communi-
cation of the knowledge.

Dolphins are even aware of 
lacking knowledge. When trained 
to answer a question such as 
“Was that a high or low-frequency 
tone you just heard?” they offer 
sensible answers, even giving 
a “don’t know” when the right 
response isn’t clear. And great 
apes instinctively know that, of 
two identical cups on a seesaw, 

the lower one is more likely to 
contain food.

Then there was Santino, a 
chimpanzee at Sweden’s Furu-
vik Zoo, who “knew” he’d want 
to throw objects at visitors and 
began breaking up the concrete in 
his enclosure into pieces suit-
able for hurling and then putting 
them in a pile. Chimps in the wild 
are also planners, having been 
observed “sorting out in advance 
what they’ll eat for breakfast, 
where they’ll get it and when 
they’ll have it.”

So now you know:  Don’t diss 
animal abilities.

Q. Of the 6200 languages 
currently spoken as a mother 
tongue, the 16 with the most 
speakers account for fully half 
of the world population. To 
what extent are languages with 
few speakers being abandoned 
in favor of dominant ones?

A. Economist David Clinging-
smith collected and analyzed 
data from 15 countries covering 
334 languages and found that 
only languages with fewer than 
35,000 speakers are in decline 
(“The Economist Journal”). Some 
4300 languages (69% of the total) 
fall below this size, and Clinging-
smith’s analysis suggests that 
about 1700 will be extinct in 100 

years, actually a smaller number 
than many scholars expected.

Q. Train wheels have flanges 
on the inside to prevent them 
from slipping off the tracks. But 
this is a measure of last resort, 
not the primary mechanism 
which keeps trains from derail-
ing. Explain.

A. You probably picture the 
wheels of a train as flat with a 
flange on the inner edge, but 
they are actually slightly tapered 
(about a 3-degree angle), so 
that their diameters are largest 
towards the center of the track. 
If a train moving due north starts 
to drift slightly to the west, the 
effective diameter of the west-
side wheels increases while the 
effective diameter of the east-side 
wheels decreases, tilting the train 
slightly and pushing the train back 
towards the center of the track.  
It is this simple tapered wheel 
design which provides stability.

The tapering also allows a train 
to turn. As a train moving north 
enters a turn toward the east, the 
west-side wheels have farther 
to go than the east-side wheels. 
But both the west- and east-side 
wheels rotate at the same rate 
(they are coupled by axles), so 
the train slides slightly toward 
the west, making the effective 
diameter of the west-side wheels 
larger. This allows the west-side 
wheels to cover more distance 
despite having the same rotational 
speed as the east-side wheels.

No one knows who invented the 
tapered wheel, but thank him or 
her.  It’s what makes trains work!
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

• Drinking alcohol with meals can 
help prevent food poisoning if the 
drink is more than 10% alcohol, 
studies show.

• In Super Mario Bros., Mario has 
to walk 3.4 miles and swim 1218.5 
feet to save Princess Peach—not 
including bonus areas or warps.

• In October 2016, police in Port-
land, Maine, went to move a tree 
from the middle of the street. It was 
a man dressed as a tree.

• A group of giraffes is called a 
tower.
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Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company LLC (Chevron Phillips 
Chemical) has announced that 
it is making a contribution of $1 
million to support relief efforts 
for those impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey which devastated Hous-
ton and other parts of southeast 
Texas over the weekend.  

 The company will provide a 
$500,000 grant to the United 
Way to support relief efforts 
across greater Houston as well 
as Brazoria, Matagorda, Orange 
and Jefferson counties, which are 
home to multiple company facili-
ties and many of our employees, 
including the cities of Baytown, 
Pasadena, Port Arthur, Orange 
and Sweeny.

 United Way of Brazoria 
County will receive $85,000, 
which will directly impact the local 
community.

 In addition, the company 
intends to establish a $250,000 
matching gift program in conjunc-
tion with the United Way so that 
individual employee donations 

Most people believe that going to 
school as an adult learner requires 
a huge change to your normal way 
of life. No more day job. 

No more weekends off. No more 
free time.

We’re here to tell you that this 
doesn’t have to be the case. With 
Brazosport College’s Medical Billing 
and Coding program in partnership 
with MK Education, make it possible 
for you to build on your existing 

can be multiplied by company 
resources. 

Finally, the company will 
also provide additional funds to 
support relief efforts across the 
region to other worthy organiza-
tions dedicated to helping those 
in need of assistance due to the 
devastation caused by Hurricane 
Harvey. 

“Houston and southeast Texas 
are where we live and work, and 
we are in this together,” said 
Mark Lashier, president and CEO 
of Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company.

“Our heartfelt concerns and 
thoughts remain with everyone 
who has suffered unimaginable 
loss from this catastrophic event. 
We plan to work hand in hand 
with local officials and the com-
munity to persevere through this 
tragic event together and assist 
with ongoing relief efforts.  While 
Chevron Phillips Chemical is a 
global company – all our thoughts 
are with Texas this week,” Lashier 
added.

CP Chem to provide $1 Million for 
Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts

career rather than start a new one 
from scratch—and we help you do it 
around the busy work schedule and 
family obligations you already have.

The shortage of qualified person-
nel in technology-related healthcare 
fields provides opportunities for our 
graduates to excel in some of the 
most in-demand specialties. 

Medical Billing and Coding 
Specialist positions are projected to 
increase by 22% from 2012 to 2022, 
much faster than the average for all 
occupations. (www.bls.gov)

A Medical Biller and Coder 
submits and follows up with claims 
submitted to health insurance 

companies. Their primary role is 
to ensure payment is received for 
services rendered by the healthcare 
provider. Become employed by 
hospitals, insurance companies, 
medical clinics, and more!  

Our Medical Billing and Coding 
program is designed to help you 
advance your current health care 
career or to find entry-level employ-
ment in this field. You can feel con-
fident that this flexibility also comes 
with high standards in training and 
education. 

Get started in an undergradu-
ate certificate program and earn a 
credential employers recognize. 

Brazosport College offers medical billing, coding training course

Houston, Dallas make the top 20 best cities for soccer
With Atlanta United recently 

breaking the highest average per-
game home attendance record for 
every major sport except the NFL 
and the average MLS team today 
worth $223 million, up from $185 
million in 2016, the personal-finance 
website WalletHub has released 
its report on 2017’s Best Cities for 
Soccer Fans.

To find the best places for loving 
on the world’s most favorite sport, 
WalletHub’s analysts compared 
nearly 300 U.S. cities with at least 
one college or professional soccer 
team across six divisions comprising 
63 key metrics. The data set ranges 
from minimum season-ticket price 

for a game to stadium accessibility 
to number of championship wins.

Top Cities for Soccer Fans 
  1 Kansas City, MO

2 Orlando, FL
3 Los Angeles, CA
4 New York, NY
5 Portland, OR
6 Seattle, WA
7 Washington, DC
8 Boston, MA
9 Houston, TX
10 Salt Lake City, UT
11 Denver, CO
12 Chicago, IL
13 Columbus, OH
14 Dallas, TX
15 Philadelphia, PA

16 Cary, NC
17 Piscataway, NJ
18 Cincinnati, OH
19 San Jose, CA
20 Atlanta, GA
Best vs. Worst
Kansas City, Missouri, has the 

lowest minimum season-ticket price 
for an NWSL game, $120, which 
is 2.3 times less expensive than in 
Boston, the city with the highest at 
$275.

New York has the lowest 
minimum season-ticket price for 
an NASL game, $90, which is 3.4 
times less expensive than in San 
Francisco, the city with the highest 
at $306.
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The Fort Velasco Chapter, DAR Annual Flag Retirement Ceremony, 
scheduled for Sept. 16 as part of the Texas Navy Day Celebration, was 
cancelled because of the strom and flooding. 

Due to the disruption caused by the storm, all Brazoria county park pro-
grams have been cancelled until after the Beach Clean-Up on Sept  23.

Anyone with dry flags can still drop them off at their local public libraries.  
All flags collected this year will be retired by burning in the incinerators at 
DOW during their Veterans Day Observance in November.

 The DAR Flag Retirement and the Texas Navy Day Celebration will return 
next year.

DAR cancels flag retirement ceremony

The wrath of devastation and con-
fusion caused by Hurricane Harvey 
brought out the best in many people. 
Dr. Sarah Candler of the Houston VA 
Medical Center is a fine example.

Before Harvey, Sarah Candler, 
Primary Care Physician at the VA 
medical center and Assistant Profes-
sor of Medicine at Baylor College 
of Medicine, had been planning her 
wedding day for Sept. 3.

But Hurricane Harvey had other 
plans.

Dr. Candler volunteered to stay 
overnight at the VA hospital the eve-
ning Harvey made landfall, bracing 
for the storms impact.

“I think that anybody that goes 
into medicine does it because they 
like to take care of people,” said 
Candler. “Friday, I made the deci-
sion to sleep at the hospital. When 
somebody needs you right then and 
there and you’re the best qualified 

person to do it.”
Once the storm hit, Candler 

continued to provide care to her 
Veteran patients and volunteered to 
stay another evening at the Medical 
Center. She worked tirelessly to 
fulfill her duties, even spending 
more than 10 hours on the phone 
contacting her patients to check on 
them.

“We have a couple methods for 
contacting patients, so in addition 
to the Mobile Medical Unit deployed 
on Saturday in Pearland, I spent 
Wednesday after the storm on the 
phone,” said Candler. “I spent about 
10 hours on the phone and email-
ing with secure messages.  They 
are sick, on dialysis or have heart 
failure. I left them a message saying 
your doctor is here. I wanted them 
to know if they needed care and 
they were dry and safe and could 
make it in, that we were available.”

The following day, which would 
have been Candler’s wedding day, 
she and her fiancé worked along-
side friends gutting and cleaning 
their flooded house. Her friends 
were just moving into the home and 
hadn’t unpacked yet. Sadly, the 
unpacked boxes were soaked from 
the floodwaters.

One box contained her friend’s 
wedding veil. Candler’s friends 
urged her to put on the veil and 
they all enjoyed big smiles and 
giggles for a moment amidst the 
disaster.

For Candler, the decision to 
postpone her wedding and continue 
to help her patients, community and 
friends in the wake of Harvey, was 
natural. Looking forward to brighter 
tomorrows, Candler is making plans 
now to be married on President’s 
Day weekend, February 2018.

VA doctor postpones wedding date to work through storm
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Cities that could be a good fit for Amazon’s second HQ
By Matt Day
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — Amazon put North 
America’s major cities into com-
petition for its second headquar-
ters Thursday with the surprise 
announcement that the retail giant 
was taking offers for a second home.

The company said it’s aiming for a 
metropolitan area of at least 1 million 
residents, opening up, theoretically, 

a few dozen cities in the U.S., from 
New York to Tucson, Ariz., and a 
handful more in Canada. It’s unclear 
whether Amazon would consider a 
bid from a Mexican city.

The company also mentioned 
proximity to good universities and a 
pool of well-educated employees, 
particularly software engineers, to 
draw from.

Here are a few candidates observ-

ers have highlighted:
AUSTIN, TEXAS

Austin’s up-and-coming tech-
nology startup scene and liberal-
leaning, laid back vibe has drawn 
comparisons to Seattle. The cost 
of living is relatively low, and, like 
Washington state, Texas doesn’t 
have an income tax.

Amazon also has a couple of 
natural ties to the city. Whole Foods, 

the company’s new stake in the 
grocery market, is based in Austin. 
Texas is also where Bezos spent 
part of his childhood and has family 
roots; the billionaire owns more than 
150,000 acres in the western tip of 
the state.

BOSTON
The region’s universities, from 

Harvard to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, churn out 
the business graduates and highly 
technical engineers Amazon hires 
in droves. Amazon has facilities in 
Boston. And in the suburb of North 
Reading, its robotics unit makes 
the machines that roam Amazon’s 
warehouses.

DENVER
Denver has an up-and-coming 

tech scene, relative proximity to 
Seattle, and cost-of-living advan-
tages over other potential hubs. And 
for Amazon, a company that has 
reshaped downtown Seattle in its 
image, the ability to be an immedi-
ate corporate champion in a city that 
lacks one could be inviting.

NEW YORK CITY
The nation’s largest city has 

been on an ambitious, state- and 
city-backed push to broaden its 
strengths in finance and media and 
into high-tech, but it is short on Ama-
zon’s request for 8 million square 
feet of affordable office space.

PITTSBURGH
The former steel capital boasts 

more affordable space for a campus 
than some other potential competi-
tors. It’s home to Carnegie Mellon 
University, a technology powerhouse 
with a particular strength in robotics. 
And, in its courtship of ride-hailing 
service Uber, the city has shown a 
willingness to try to lean on big tech 
to spur economic growth.

SAN FRANCISCO
The center of the high-tech 

universe runs from San Francisco 
south to Silicon Valley, a region 
home to the largest base of software 
developers in the U.S.

Amazon has a growing footprint in 
the area, with 970 open jobs listed 
there on Thursday, the second-most 
openings behind Seattle.

Housing and other costs would 
weigh against expansion. And the 
pickings for sprawling corporate 
campuses are slim after growth by 
the likes of Apple, Google and Face-
book. The city’s housing crunch, 
and broader Bay Area cost of living 
and traffic congestion, are years 
ahead of Seattle’s budding, big-city 
problems.

TORONTO
The city sports a well-educated 

and diverse workforce. Greater 
Toronto has a history in a wide 
range of technologies, as the home 
of former smartphone king Black-
Berry, and, more recently, clusters of 
researchers and startups working on 
artificial intelligence.

iPhones are safer from drive-by attacks
By Steve Alexander
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

IPhones aren’t as susceptible to 
drive-by malware attacks as Android 
phones are. That’s because iPhone 
users can download only apps that 
have been approved as safe by 
Apple. Here’s how it works:

Android phones have two down-
load settings. One setting allows the 
user to download apps only from 
the Google Play store, where apps 
are supposed to be screened for 
malware. The other setting allows 
apps to be installed from any web-
site, whether it checks for malware 
or not.

That second setting also opens 
up Android phones to drive-by mal-
ware attacks, in which disreputable 
websites prompt users to accept 
app downloads that they didn’t 
request — downloads which really 
contain malware.

IPhones are set to allow down-

loads only from Apple’s App Store, 
and consumers can’t change that 
setting as part of the phone’s normal 
operations. Because users can’t 
download apps from anywhere else, 
drive-by malware attacks on the 
iPhone aren’t possible.

However, that doesn’t mean that 
iPhones are immune to malware. 

New vulnerabilities in the 
iPhone’s iOS operating system 
are discovered periodically, forcing 
Apple to issue software patches to 
protect the phones. 

In addition, some iPhone owners 
have courted trouble by using spe-
cial non-Apple software to “jailbreak” 
their phones. 

Jailbreaking allows an iPhone to 
download and install apps from non-
Apple websites. 

But it also disables part of the 
iPhone’s security software, leaving 
the phone vulnerable to many types 
of malware attacks.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   September 19, 2017    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christ is the best guide you can have in life
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: Recently, our teacher 
asked us to write an essay on 
what we wanted to do in life, and 
I didn’t know what to say. What 
would you have said you wanted 
to be when you were my age 
(I’m in eighth grade)? - C.H.

A: When I was your age, I 
probably would have been just as 
clueless as you say you were! I 
had a vague desire to be a base-
ball player, but that was more a 
daydream than a realistic goal.

All this changed when I com-
mitted my life to Jesus Christ in 
high school. A visiting evangelist 
had come to our town, and some 
friends and I went to hear him, 
although I wasn’t sure I wanted to 
go. Night after night, he preached 
about the seriousness of sin, and 
the love that God had shown 
us by sending His Son into the 
world to die for our sins. One 

night, I responded to his invitation 
to receive Christ, and from that 
moment on, my life would never be 
the same.

What difference did Christ 
make? Instead of living only for 
myself, I now realized the most 
important thing in life was living 
for Christ - seeking His will, living 
according to His Word, being 
guided by His Spirit. The Bible’s 
words became my goal: “Since, 
then, you have been raised with 
Christ.... Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things” 
(Colossians 3:1-2).

The most important decision 
you’ll ever make is your decision 
about Christ. God loves you, and 
He wants to guide you and show 
you His will. By a simple prayer of 
faith, ask Christ to come into your 
life to forgive your sins and make 
you His child forever. He changed 
my life, and He’ll change yours, as 
well. Give your life to Him today.

Tribune Media Services 

Drivers, Class-A: Immedi-
ate Openings! All Miles Paid, 
.85++ per loaded mile! 100% 
PAID Health, Dental, Vision and 
More for EVERY Employee! 
21yoa with 1yr Class-A CDL 
(HazMat & Tank Exp. NOT Req) 
Call Martin Transport: Baytown: 
855-252-1634; Channelview:  
855-395-4532

Rebecca Garcia was living in 
her home in Alvin and attending 
Alvin Community College, earning a 
Process Technology Degree when 
her home was flooded by Hurricane 
Harvey.

The water rose several feet 
insider her house, destroying 
everything.

“The whole house is virtually 
gone,” Garcia said. “The pictures on 
the wall are gone. Everything was 
gone.”

Garcia recently separated from 
her husband. She is now living in 
a shelter in League City while she 
awaits assistance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
or FEMA.

“Right now, I’m just trying to be 
positive,” she said. “The way I see 
it, it’s a new start and a new begin-
ning.”

The ACC Foundation has started 
the Hurricane Harvey Emergency 
Fund to help students and staff 
members in their recovery from the 
storm.

“The purpose of this fund is to 
give assistance to students and staff 

who need anything from textbooks, 
school supplies or other personal 
items,” said Wendy Del Bello, Foun-
dation executive director.

Donations can be made online at 
the ACC Marketplace.

ACC also opened its Food pantry 
to students and staff affected by 
the storm. Donations are also being 
accepted to assist storm victims.

Jonathan Ornelas, from League 
City, received water damage on 
the first floor of his home, ruining 
furniture and flooring.

Ornelas is planning to finish at 
ACC this year and will then transfer 
to the University of Houston where 
he’ll major in Kinesiology.

Despite the damage, he now 
has some new guests in his house 
whose homes were also flooded by 
Hurricane Harvey.

“I actually have two friends living 
with me from Dickinson along with 
some family members,” he said. “It’s 
hard on everyone, but you have to 
keep going.”

He also lost some of his school 
books to the storm.

“I had my book bag in my truck, 

and it went under,” he said.
Iris Bardales is living with a friend 

in the Rosharon area, which was 
flooded from the rising waters of the 
Brazos River.

The home took on several feet 
of water, destroying several items, 
including furniture, school supplies 
and clothing she said.

“We’re still moving furniture out,” 
Bardales said.

She is attempting to save some 
of her clothing and salvage some of 
her textbooks.

“I’m trying to dry the pages for a 
couple of them,” she said.

Some of her books were dam-
aged beyond repair, and she’s seek-
ing assistance to replace them.

While she is recovering from the 
storm, Bardales, an Early Childhood 
Development major, also wants to 
help her friend’s family rebuild.

“It was devastating, but I feel we’ll 
get through it,” she said.

To make a donation, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu and click 
on ‘Marketplace’ or call 281-756-
3600. You can also learn more at 
www.alvincollege.edu/Emergency.

ACC students, staff cope with massive storm damage

Chicago-area residents donate to Angleton ISD students and staff in need
The Angleton Independent School 

District’s A-Team stretches far and 
wide. It now includes residents 
of Chicago, Illinois, who banded 
together to collect supplies for 
our families affected by Hurricane 

Harvey and recent flooding.
Residents collected supplies, 

and two former Houston residents, 
Lisa Sulley and Katrina Galbraith, 
drove 16 hours to deliver the items 
to Angleton ISD and other groups. 

After putting together information 
and a Facebook page, donations 
came pouring in to Galbraith’s home 
from neighbors, friends and even 
strangers, she said.

“So many people just wanted 

to help,” she said. “People just 
dropped everything off, complete 
strangers brought supplies.”

Angleton ISD officials said they 
can’t thank everyone enough who 
donated for their generosity and the 
love they have shown the Angleton 
community.

Angleton ISD counselors and other staff members pose for a picture with Katrina Galbraith and Lisa Sulley, 
who drove 16 hours to deliver Hurricane Harvey relief donations from Chicago-area residents.
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By Anne K Walters
dpa (TNS)

WASHINGTON — U.S. astronaut 
Peggy Whitson landed safely back 
on Earth on Sunday, Sept. 3, after 
breaking the record for the total 
number of days spent in space by a 
woman and any American.

Whitson, along with fellow 
American astronaut Jack Fischer 
and Russian cosmonaut Fyodor 
Yurchikhin, landed in a Soyuz space 
capsule near the remote town of 
Dzhezkazgan in Kazakhstan at 9.21 
p.m. Eastern, NASA confirmed.

The trio will now undergo routine 

medical checks, the U.S. space 
agency said.

Whitson, 57, had been living 
aboard the International Space Sta-
tion since November on a 288-day 
mission. It was her third long-
duration stay aboard the orbiting 
spacecraft, and in total she will have 
spent 665 days in space, according 
to NASA.

Her U.S. record places her eighth 
on the worldwide list of most time in 
space, just behind fellow expedition 
crew member Yurchikhin, who has 
notched up 673 days in space after 
five flights.

Record-breaking US astronaut returns to Earth

Nighttime forecast for Mars: Bursts of rapidly falling snow
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)
Headed to Mars? Remember to 

pack your snow gear. Turns out that 
there are snowstorms on the Red 
Planet at night, according to a new 
paper.

The findings, published in 
the journal Nature Geoscience, 
could shed light on the dynam-

ics of the planet’s ancient climate 
— and reveal that even today, Mars 
remains a more dynamic world than 
some scientists expected.

Today, the Red Planet seems 
dusty, rusty and dry, with an 
atmosphere that’s about 100 times 
thinner than Earth’s. But scientists 
say that early in its history, Mars 
probably looked a lot like Earth, with 

a thick atmosphere, puffy clouds 
and liquid water. That’s part of why 
researchers study Mars — to under-
stand why our next-door neighbor 
ended up with such a different fate 
than that of our planetary home.

Even now, Mars has some thin 
clouds, as well as water-ice deposits 
on and beneath its surface. (It’s cold 
enough to have carbon dioxide ice 

deposits too.) A laser instrument on 
NASA’s Phoenix Mars Lander even 
discovered signs of actual snowfall, 
years ago. But many scientists fig-
ured that whatever the contribution 
made by snowfall, it was very slow, 
building up gradually over time.

But lead author Aymeric Spiga, 
a planetary scientist at the Labora-
toire de Météorologie Dynamique in 
Paris, and his colleagues wondered 
if some other phenomenon was at 
work. 

Thanks to data from NASA’s Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter and Mars 
Global Surveyor, they had noticed 
strange temperature 
patterns beneath the 
Martian water-ice 
clouds that hinted at 
a surprising amount 
of air movement in 
the atmosphere.

“It was like the 
temperature profiles 
were showing very 
strong mixing and were representa-
tive of very strong winds below the 
clouds, and it was at night,” Spiga 
said. 

The understanding at the time, he 
added, “was that water-ice clouds 
on Mars were not supposed to 
create very strong winds, especially 
at night, and the winds at night were 
supposed to be very calm.”

After developing models that 
simulated these temperature pat-
terns, Spiga and his colleagues 
realized that the natural explanation 
for these patterns were brief but 
strong snowstorms, triggered by 
radiative cooling at night. Snowfall 
on Mars, it turns out, could be much 
more dramatic than expected.

“It seems quite satisfying that 
data acquired quite a few years 

ago from the Phoenix lander can so 
nicely be explained by the model,” 
said Paul Mahaffy, a planetary 
scientist at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center who was not involved 
in the work.

These snowstorms aren’t quite 
like those on Earth, Spiga pointed 
out. For one thing, the “snow” 
probably isn’t made of delicate, 
crystalline snowflakes; instead, it’s 
probably more like tiny chunks of ice 
just a few micrometers thick. But the 
snow would be coming down fast, 
he added — about as fast as during 
a moderate thunderstorm on Earth.

“The amount of 
water overall is quite 
small — so you 
won’t be able to build 
any snowmen on 
Mars with that, and 
you won’t be able to 
put up a ski station,” 
Spiga quipped.

Still, the fact 
that so little water in such a thin 
atmosphere could have such a pro-
nounced effect on the mixing of air 
shows that far more remains to be 
learned about the dynamics of the 
Martian atmosphere, he said.

Understanding the influence 
of these storms will also help 
researchers better understand the 
Red Planet’s dynamics many mil-
lions of years ago, when the planet’s 
axial tilt toward the sun was more 
pronounced — which meant that 
the poles received far more sunlight 
than they did before, resulting in a 
very different climate.

Mahaffy, who leads instruments 
on NASA’s Mars Curiosity rover and 
the MAVEN spacecraft, agreed.

“It’s a little piece of the puzzle in 
our understanding of Mars,” he said.

Snowfall on Mars, 
it turns out, could 

be much more 
dramatic than 

expected.
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Hillary and company should just chill
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

My message to certain Demo-
crats, starting with Hillary Clinton: 
Don’t go away mad, just go away.

Harsh as that seems, the nation’s 
progressive-minded citizens have 
enough on their hands with Donald 
Trump in the White House and 
Republicans in control on Capitol 
Hill. We don’t need to re-litigate - to 
use a currently fashionable cable-
news term - the 2016 election and 
its related frustrations.

I dread seeing Clinton plugging 
her new book and reliving how 
Trump creeped her out by saddling 
up behind her in a debate; how 
Russians spoiled her chances; 
how James Comey botched public 
statements about her emails, and 
how the Electoral College needs 
to be scrapped. 
Enough!

We’ve also 
had our fill of 
Bill Clinton, who 
teamed with his 
wife to ruin what 
should have been 
one of the easiest 
election victories 
in decades. His 
meeting with 
Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch 
while Hillary’s 
email procedures 
were under inves-
tigation proved 
devastatingly 
dumb.

The Clintons 
deserve prominent places in history 
but, for now, nothing they say or do 
can help unite Democrats or speed 
the election of a different president.

Also on my no-fly list is Donna 
Brazile, the disgraced former Demo-
cratic National Committee leader, 
who foolishly used her contacts at 
CNN to get a debate question in 
advance for Mrs. Clinton.

 Why the party continues to allow 
Brazile to send out official emails is 
beyond me.

Recently, Brazile wrote: “I don’t 
have to tell you that Donald Trump 
has zero credibility when it comes to 
protecting our rights or the integrity 
of our elections.” 

 This from someone who cheated 
in an election campaign.

We’ve also heard enough from 

Brazile’s predecessor Debbie 
WassermanSchultz, who blatantly 
tried to steer the nomination away 
from Bernie Sanders by scheduling 
debates at unpopular times and 
loading convention committees with 
Clinton supporters, to name but two 
of her indiscretions.

 The Florida congresswoman 
needs to no longer be seen or 
heard.

So, too, California Senator Diane 
Feinstein, who was booed by her 
own Democratic supporters recently 
for saying that Trump “can be a 
good president” if he can “learn and 
change.” 

Although Trump made a surpris-
ing decision to side with Democrats 
on dealing with the debt, stating that 
he can be a “good” chief executive 
is like saying David Duke can be 

a good Sunday 
school teacher.

There are 
others, but it’s 
really Hillary 
Clinton who has 
most worn out 
her welcome and 
exhausted us 
all. In her book, 
“What Happened,” 
Clinton takes the 
blame for her 
stunning election 
defeat, but then 
criticizes just about 
everyone and 
everything, from 
Joe Biden to The 
New York Times.

Just as dislike 
for Clinton helped galvanize Trump 
voters last November, hearing her 
now on countless interviews to plug 
her book will only serve to convince 
Republicans that they were right to 
support a deeply flawed candidate.

It’s too bad Hillary Clinton didn’t 
do her country a service by waiting 
longer to cash in with a book. 

The least she can do now is show 
restraint in flogging it, while the rest 
of us try to figure out a way to make 
the presidency great again.

A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming 
live appearances is available at 
www.CandidCamera.com.

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.©2017 
Peter Funt. 

We’ve also had 
our fill of Bill 
Clinton, who 

teamed with his 
wife to ruin what 

should have been 
one of the easiest 
election victories 

in decades. 
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Finding back doors in today’s Europe
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  A fundamental part of enjoying 
travel in Europe is finding places 
that I call “back doors.” When I first 
started traveling, back doors to 
me were Europe’s undiscovered 
corners and untrampled towns that 
had, for various reasons, missed 
the modern parade (like Dingle in 
Ireland or Salema in Portugal). But 
now, with more sophisticated travel-
ers, worthwhile places rarely go 
undiscovered. And certain destina-
tions that I raved 
about now suffer 
from back-door 
congestion.

  So how, in today’s Europe, do 
I still find back doors? These days, 
my approach is less about discov-
ering the undiscovered and more 
about using thoughtful back-door 
travel to get beyond tourist traps, 
sidestep crowds, broaden perspec-
tives, and experience a part of 
Europe that most travelers miss. 
Here are some ways to do that.

  CREATE A BALANCED 
ITINERARY. Many travelers go 
to crowded, touristy places - then 
complain about the crowds. Take 
Salzburg. I love this city, but it’s 
overrun with tourists. Rather than 
complain about all the people, I 
celebrate them while enjoying this 
town of Mozart and “The Sound of 
Music” - then get on a train and go 
two hours south to Hallstatt. This 
beautiful little village - bullied onto a 
ledge between a towering moun-
tain and a gorgeous lake - is less 
crowded than Salzburg (but lately 
it’s becoming more popular).

  STAY OVERNIGHT. Many 
popular destinations have a tourist 
rush hour (generally, between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.), when 
everybody floods in from nearby 
cities, cruise ships, and tour buses. 
These day-trippers inundate the 
town, see the marquee attractions, 
do some shopping, then retreat to 
their home bases. 

  To enjoy these places without 
the crowds, spend the night. For 
instance, the historic Spanish city of 
Toledo, on a high rocky perch just 
south of Madrid, is mobbed with 
day-trippers. But after they leave, 
locals push away the postcard racks 
and come out for their paseo - and 
the real Toledo emerges. Touristy 

towns really come into their own 
late at night and early in the morn-
ing. If you play it right, it’s just you, 
floodlit cobblestones, and romantic 
ramparts.

  FIND LESSER-VISITED 
ALTERNATIVES. Many travel 
dreams are created by the tour-
ism industry, which tend to pump 
up the cliches of each country. For 
Germany, it’s castles, beer, and the 
Rhine River. This area, while pretty, 
also has lots of traffic, train noise, 
commercialism, and bus tourism. 

But nearby, you 
can have a similar 
and quieter 
experience along 

the Mosel River. The misty Mosel is 
what some visitors hope the Rhine 
will be - peaceful, sleepy, romantic 
villages slipped between steep vine-
yards and the river. My favorite town 
here is Beilstein, where you can sit 
at your guest house sipping wine 
produced right in the valley, gazing 
at views of the river and distant 
vineyards. 

  VISIT SECONDARY 
SIGHTS. Many travelers focus 
only on the top sights, missing many 
worthwhile, less-known attrac-
tions. While every tourist in Paris 
descends on the Louvre and Orsay, 
places like the Rodin Museum, with 
a spectacular sculpture garden, 
or the Cluny Museum, with its 
mysterious “Lady and the Unicorn” 
tapestries, are positively peaceful.

  It’s also fun to seek out muse-
ums suited to your private little 
fancies. I love human bones, so 
in Rome, while everyone’s at St. 
Peter’s, I visit the Capuchin Crypt, 
with thousands of 18th-century 
bones stacked artistically. Similarly, 
if you’re into the Beatles, Barbies, 
thimbles, shoes, or chocolate, 
there’s a museum in Europe for you.

  SEE TODAY’S EUROPE. I 
love Europe today, and oftentimes 
that’s an angle that travelers miss. 
In big cities, it’s worth leaving the 
old town to visit the modern busi-
ness districts, such as London’s 
Canary Wharf or Paris’ La Defense. 

  Lately, I’ve been enjoying the 
less glamorous second cities - the 
Chicagos of Europe - such as Ant-
werp (Belgium), Marseille (France), 
Liverpool (England), and Hamburg 
(Germany). A lot of money and effort 
are being put into revitalizing these 

once-depressed, former Industrial 
Age powers, giving them a certain 
energy that you don’t find in other 
cities. If you have three days in 
Edinburgh, spend one of them in 
Scotland’s second city: Glasgow 
(just 45 minutes away).

  JOIN THE LOCALS. To 
me, the best back doors are ones 
where you hang out with Euro-
peans in their element. Visit the 
weekly market and buy fruit from a 

local farmer. Attend an evensong 
service in Britain. Go to a sporting 
event - soccer in Spain or hurling in 
Ireland (and just think about all the 
cultural insights Europeans would 
gain if they attended an American 
tailgate party and college football 
game). Join the old retired French 
guys in a game of petanque. Or visit 
a Budapest bath, slip into a too-tight 
bathing suit, and challenge some 
big guy to a chess match. 

  Europe may be crowded, but 
it provides endless joy if you know 
where to find those offbeat, back-
door nooks. 

  (Rick Steves 
(www.ricksteves.com) writes 
European travel guidebooks and 
hosts travel shows on public televi-
sion and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his 
blog on Facebook.)

  (c)2017 RICK STEVES

Hallstatt is a peaceful and perfectly Austrian alternative to the tourist hustle of Salzburg. (Photo by Dominic 
Arizona Bonuccelli)

Rick Steve’s Europe

Can you escape smoking at sea?
By Jason Leppert
TravelPulse (TNS)

Smoking on cruises has been a 
struggle for some time, but com-
pany policies and ship designs 
are finally beginning to eradicate 
conflicts.

The reality is that smokers are 
now fewer and further between. 
Still, their presence — even in 
small numbers —greatly affects 
the experience of remaining pas-
sengers.

Having just disembarked 
Carnival Cruise Line’s Carnival 
Inspiration, it’s amazing to note 
how one little casino bar at the 
center of an open deck plan can 
quickly spread second-hand 
smoke well beyond to the forward 

and aft ends of the ship.
To non-smokers, it’s truly a 

nuisance and a health hazard (one 
that almost immediately causes me 
to suffer from headaches). Unfor-
tunately, it’s hard to escape on a 
mostly confined cruise ship when 
at sea.

Some vessels are better designed 
than others in controlling the 
proliferation of fumes, and even the 
Inspiration featured a number of air 
purifiers nearby to help. The worst 
are those that allow it by a multilevel 
atrium where it can quickly drift to 
several decks. The only real answer 
is to completely enclose it or prohibit 
smoking entirely.

Thankfully, more and more cruise 
lines are disallowing it on cabin 

balconies, which is as much a 
safety measure as a courtesy to 
the majority of guests. After all, fire 
is a serious danger at sea.

The Carnival Inspiration once 
had a Fantasy-class sister-ship 
that was exclusively non-smok-
ing. The Carnival Paradise was 
sadly ahead of its time, though, 
and the cruise line succumbed to 
economic pressure and has since 
allowed smokers free rein in select 
areas onboard. 

(I’m hopeful it will one day revert 
back.)

In the meantime, smoking is 
seemingly less prevalent on newer 
ships by design. Cigar lounges 
have traditionally been encapsu-
lated, but cigarette smoking zones 
are starting to head in the same 
direction.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   September 19, 2017    THE BULLETIN  Page 11

If you don’t think your business can afford advertising, let us change 
your  mind. Call (979) 849-5407 for the best price in the area. We’ll 
work within your budget and give your ad plenty of visibility, so that 
your business can frow and prosper.

Did you know about Hurricane Harvey?

If you intend to write one yourself, 
whether for publication or in a 
journal, so just your children and 
grandchildren can someday know 
what happened in your own words, 
I offer a suggestion that you might 
find helpful.

Any disaster, especially of the 
magnitude of the one we just went 
through on the gulf coast, will, if 
rendered in mere facts and figures, 
likely be too staggering for readers 
to grasp and hold onto.

I learned this first hand. The first 
proposal of an idea for a novel set 
in Galveston during the 1900 storm 
– my first attempt at that difficult 
genre – that I sent twenty years ago 
to a publisher came back with a 
simple warning from a kind editor.  

He told me that an overview of 
thousands of people perishing in 
a single night in the worst natural 
disaster in the history of the nation 
wouldn’t tell a story that readers 
could see, hear, feel, taste and 
touch.  But focusing on six or seven 
characters and following them 
through that night just might let the 
reader come along.

Whether or not the novel that I 
finally wrote and published did that 
depends on individual readers.  But 
I can tell you a long front page story 
that spilled over into several more 
pages in the Houston Chronicle a 
couple of days ago which related 
the unique circumstances and 
actions of several very different 
Houstonians throughout the abso-
lute hell that Harvey delivered is a 
perfect example of what I’ve come 
to refer to in my writing classes as 
The Thing and the Bigger Thing.

In that Chronicle piece, the thing 
– the focus – is that little cast of 
characters trying their best to make 
the best of a bad situation.  The 
bigger thing is, of course, the situ-
ation itself. The article is a perfect 
marriage of facts and the personal 
stories of those very real people.  
I hope it will be nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize.

I’ve read several books about the 
Titanic disaster, but the best ones 
focused on some of the passengers 
and not just on the event.  That’s 
also true for a couple of films, both 
titled Titanic, one made in 1977 that 
was very good, the other in 1953 
that was, in my opinion, even better 

in terms of plot, conflicts, resolutions 
and depth of characterization.

I’ve also read my share of 
books and watched countless 
movies about World War II, which 
took place several years before I 
made my entrance. And, strangely 
enough, my strongest, most persis-
tent image of that enormous event 
came from a tiny anecdote that 
I heard about or read that surely 
wouldn’t have impressed many 
folks.

One morning when legendary 
CBS Radio correspondent Edward 
R. Murrow and his wife were walk-
ing through the east end of London 
after a particularly bad night of 
German bombing they saw streets 
full of survivors standing among 
bodies and debris, comforting each 
other in front of their ruined homes. 
Mrs. Morrow noticed a sign over 

the entrance to a surviving pub that 
said, in large letters, “Courage”.  
She began to sob at that simple 
word that was both a reminder and 
an instruction to a nation that she 
could only respect and weep for.

Murrow couldn’t bring himself to 
tell her that Courage was a brand 
of beer.

That, whether it happened or 
not, is for some reason my favor-
ite example of The Thing and the 
Bigger Thing for that war.

What will yours be for Hurricane 
Harvey?  Whatever it is, consider 
writing it down.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Focus stories about Harvey on the human side of storm

easements through Holly Farms. My 
response was that we did not have 
drainage problems at Holly Farms.

I will never know exactly how my 
grandparents chose this site for our 
homestead, but it seems to be high 
enough to withstand rainfall and 
rising water, so far. We seem to sit 
on a ridge between our two rivers, 
the mighty Brazos and the serene 
San Bernard.

At one point I was disappointed 
in the drainage district for not 
taking better care of the easements 
that had given to them in good 
faith. For many years I, with help, 
kept the old ditch cleared out of 
vegetative growth so water could 
flow.

Then after years of complaining 
to the district of having to collect all 
the debris from the pasture ditches 
– paint buckets, baby diapers, bas-

ketball and soccer balls, hundreds 
(maybe thousands) of Styrofoam 
cups, bottles and cans – we came 
to an agreement that has worked 
well.

The ditches drain so much better 
when there are no obstructions. 
Please remember that when you 
are tempted to toss garbage out 
your vehicle windows or truck beds.

I can see the water draining from 
Wild Peach moving through these 
four ditches and actually overflow-
ing in the pasture.  

It is just having a hard time 
butting into the San Bernard. Here 
is hoping that the lives and times 
of our friends and neighbors will 
be restored to the before-Harvey 
status or even better. 

BRAZORIA COUNTY STRONG!
Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh is a 

community volunteer and a former 
county commissioner.

(Continued from Page 1)

Thoughts about Harvey and drainage

• Hurricane Harvey was the first major hurricane to make landfall in the 
United States since Wilma in 2005, ending a record 12-year drought in which 
no hurricanes made landfall at such an intensity in the country.

• Affected areas: United States of America, Texas, Belize, Nicaragua, Hon-
duras, Louisiana, Yucatán Peninsula, Windward Islands

• Total fatalities: 72 confirmed. 
• Harvey is the third-costliest Atlantic hurricane (more than $70 billion in 

damage)
• Made landfall as a Cat. 4 Hurricane with winds of 130 mph near Rockport.
• Dropped 40-52 inches of rainfall in southeast Texas and southwest 

Louisiana.
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September 23
October 7, 21

9am - 3pm

It’s not that they don’t have the 
right to be there and do as they 
wish. A mandatory evacuation order 
does not mean that everybody has 
to evacuate. Those who want to ride 
out the storm can stay in affected 
areas. Authorities cannot physically 
remove them.

Mandatory just means that a 
really bad storm is coming, and you 
should really evacuate. So, it’s like a 
mandatory suggestion, not an order. 
Either way, you need to evacu-
ate from those areas, unlike those 
clowns covering the storm.

I’m not saying that TV reporters 
should not visually relay informa-
tion about the destructive force of 
a storm. But putting reporters in 
harm’s way is just crazy. It is also 
irresponsible.

The response to the Facebook 
post was almost all negative.

“Water is wet. Wind is windy. Hur-
ricanes are a whole lot of both. We 
get it. Now bring your people inside 
and stop being idiots. This behavior 

is exactly what the authorities and 
you tell people not to do. Do you 
see the irony?”

“Incredibly irresponsible Weather 
Channel! I could not believe you 
were broadcasting this idiot standing 
out in a hurricane. Shame on you!”

“He is being very irresponsible!! 
Things could come flying and hurt 
him. I’m not appreciative that he’s 
risking injury to get the coverage. 
I’m P----D BECAUSE IT’S STRESS-
FUL! GET OUT OF THE HURRI-
CANE’S PATH!! I’m turning this off.”

“Mike Bettes needs to go indoors. 
He looks like a goof. And, we can 
surely tell how bad the wind is blow-
ing without him standing out there. 
Lol.”

These are some of the hundreds 
of negative comments on the post. 
I hope that the Weather Channel 
reads all of them and will change 
the way it covers these storms.

 But chances are that this is the 
way it will remain until one of their 
reporters gets hurt or killed.

Then they’ll wise up and start 

making some changes. 
Do anything for attention, to stand 

out in the crowd.
Viewers, they think, should be 

saying: “Wow, what a brave soul, 
risking his life to show us how bad 
this storm is.”

But that’s not what they are 
saying. They hear the rain pounding 
on the roof and the wind howling. 
They already know that the storm is 
bad, and the vast majority does not 
think that these shenanigans are 
necessary.

“That is pure stupid and a total 
lack of sensible judgment. You all 
build these stories up talking about 
the danger and for people to be 
smart and safe, yet show this. All for 
your ratings.”

“He doesn’t even have sense 
enough to get out of the rain; are 
we supposed to be impressed or 
what?”

“This is ridiculous, this may cause 
people to never evacuate again . 
Shame on you.”

That sums it up well.

The storm show must go on, regardless of its popularity
(Continued from Page 1)

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Did you know?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Pay attention to what 
other people do, but do your own thing. In the week 
ahead, you could have better things to do to fill up your 
time than to tag along. Be sure to answer emails and 
phone calls in a timely manner.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Your inspiring ideas 
could bring people together and break a stalemate. 
Someone close may be riveted on financial security and 
material success in the week ahead. Look the other way 
if people seem quarrelsome.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Plan your work 
and work your plan. Take responsibility for your own 
actions, since a busy schedule leaves little time to over-
see others. Don’t begin any major new undertaking until 
the end of the week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You could be chal-
lenged to discuss something that you prefer to keep 
under your hat. You must share information to preserve 
someone’s trust in the week ahead, but may find that 
this creates a serious conflict.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Control yourself and 
avoid controversies. In the week to come, someone 
might offer to take some responsibilities off your hands. 
Don’t consider this to be an affront to your abilities or 
doubts about your competence.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You may feel the boss 
is looking over your shoulder or that the rules are dif-
ficult to comply with in the coming week. If you exert 
some effort, your work will be seen in the best light and 
things will turn out favorably.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

 Sept. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1927, the Columbia Phonograph 
Broadcasting System (later called 
CBS) made its debut with a net-
work of 16 radio stations. In 2008, 
the Treasury Department unveiled 
a $700 billion plan to rescue the 
housing market and bolster the 
battered credit system with the 
intent of saving the faltering U.S. 
economy.

Sept. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1881, President Garfield died of 
an assassin’s gunshots, which 
had become infected due to poor 
medical treatment, including doc-
tors’ putting their unwashed fingers 

into the wounds. In 1934, Bruno 
Hauptmann was arrested in New 
York and charged with the kidnap-
murder of the Lindbergh infant. He 
later was executed for the crime.

Sept. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1870, Italian troops took control 
of the Papal States, leading to 
the unification of Italy. In 1963, 
President Kennedy proposed a 
joint U.S.-Soviet expedition to the 
moon.

Sept. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1897, the New York Sun ran its 
famous editorial that declared, 
“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus.” In 1938, a major hurricane 
struck New York and New England, 
causing widespread damage and 
killing more than 600 people.

Sept. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1776, Nathan Hale was hanged 
by the British as a spy during the 
Revolutionary War. In 1949, the 
Soviet Union detonated its first 
atomic bomb, a device built with 

the help of U.S. nuclear secrets 
stolen by spies.

Sept. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1642, Harvard College in Cam-
bridge, Mass., graduated its first 
class. In 1806, the Lewis and Clark 
party returned to St. Louis from its 
epic journey to the Pacific North-
west.

Sept. 24: ON THIS DATE 
in 1957, President Eisenhower 
ordered federal troops to help 
desegregate schools in Little Rock, 
Ark. In 1968, the newsmagazine 
show “60 Minutes” premiered on 
CBS-TV.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1981, 
Sandra Day O’Connor was sworn 
in as the first female justice on the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

This week’s question: 
In 1926, what U.S. industrialist 
decreed that the standard work-
week in his plants would be five 
eight-hour days?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your energy levels will 
improve faster than you can say zip-a-dee-do-dah. 
You have an imaginative viewpoint that helps you 
perform creative projects, as well as your job, with 
enthusiasm in the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Swear on it. Ambi-
tion may be your life, your whole life and nothing but 
your life, at least during the first half of the week. Your 
logical approach to financial matters can be helpful to 
your handling of joint asserts.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your words may be 
more impactful on others than you realize. Just be 
sure that you tell the truth, the whole truth and noth-
ing but the truth as this week unfolds. Someone may 
be somewhat suspicious of your motives.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Mark your place. 
Final decisions should be put on hold until the end 
of the week. You will be better off if you suspend a 
crucial decision until the timing is better. If you decide 
that it is best to wait others will agree.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You prefer to be seen as a 
paragon of political correctness. Because you are too 
busy examining other people’s faults, however, you 
may overlook your own. Honor your obligations and 
act responsibly this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Start the week off by 
getting your closets organized or the receipts filed 
away. You could be more concerned with thrift and 
economy than sharing off your assets. Treat family 
members with respect in the week to come.
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ROBOT  BATTY  IGUANA  ENSIGN
Answer: He bought the tavern because it was a -- BAR-GAIN

What were they thinking?

There is a reasonable explanation for this, even though it is a major 
mess-up, and the advertising agency or publisher probably had to eat 
the cost of this promotion. The two “tile” layers are simply reversed, 
and nobody noticed until after the ad was printed. Unfortunately, the 
“tile before’ photo looks a lot better, so I would leave that shower 
alone and go on to something else to do, like watching TV. We’re not 
trowing rocks, because we have made some mistakes in print also. It’s 
merely for entertainment purposes, of course.

• Once, Pablo Escobar started 
a fire with $2 million because his 
daughter was cold.

• The kids who played elves in 
“The Santa Clause” believed Tim 
Allen was really Santa Claus, so he 
stayed in character on the set.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• A study found that, when sober, 

rats prefer silence, but on cocaine, 
they prefer jazz.

• ISIS members believe that they 
will go directly to hell if they are 
killed by a woman, so they are terri-
fied of female soldiers.

• The average high school kid 
today has the same level of anxiety 
as the average psychiatric patient in 
the early 1950s.

• The creator of LSD lived to be 
102.

• Studies have suggested that 
gifted people often have bad 
handwriting because their brains are 
working faster than their hands.

• Girls Scout Danielle Lei set up 
shop outside of a marijuana dispen-
sary in San Francisco, and sold 117 
boxes of cookies in two hours. She 
could have sold more, but ran out.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    September 19, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 15

Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Hoopla
4 Device for a selfie video
10 Poker pot disk
14 Under the __: pressured
15 Brightly plumed songbird
16 Subtle glow
17 Fastener secured in concrete
19 “You’re not serious!”
20 Typical film festival entry
21 Chocolate-and-toffee bar

22 Loiter, with “out”
23 Cosa __
25 Wyoming voters since 1869
27 “Morning Joe” airer
30 Central courtyards
33 Ore-rich vein
36 Bumbling sort
39 __ nouveau
40 Angst-filled music genre
41 “The salt-free flavor statement” 
brand

42 Iams eater
43 Football lineman
44 Withdraw officially
45 Refuse to confess to, as charges
46 Severity
48 Tennis tie
50 Kick out of school
53 Sound of little feet
57 Murder mystery staple
59 Oscar winner Sorvino
62 __ cotta
63 Digital reading, for short
64 Unpredictably nasty quality
66 Firestone product
67 Involve
68 Holy mlle.
69 Mail-routing abbr.
70 Dangerous tropical fly
71 Distress letters

DOWN
1 From the top
2 “I’m stumped!”
3 How music may be sold
4 Some wine-and-dine sorts
5 Misspell or misspeak
6 Spatter catchers
7 Concoct, with “up”
8 Give the go-ahead
9 L.A. rail and bus service
10 Official seal
11 Seriously endangered group in 
Mary Shelley’s “The Last Man”
12 It’s pumped in gyms
13 Hint of hunger
18 “Another card, please”
24 Tennis great Agassi
26 Sitcom set in Korea
28 Pear variety
29 Like a cryptogram
31 Pakistan neighbor
32 Justice Dept. employee
33 Creepy look
34 Upscale hotel chain
35 ‘60s-’70s Chrysler compact
37 Lose strength over time
38 Go through entirely
41 Auto ad no.
45 Ward off
47 Space station supply
49 Dairy farm animals
51 Irish nationalist Robert
52 Creditors’ claims
54 Rapunzel feature
55 Muse of poetry
56 Furrow-making tools
57 Software prototype
58 Leave off the list
60 Rank according to ability, say
61 Pre-med subj.
65 Family nickname
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
LYNX  PUMA  LION  TIGER  COUGAR  LEOPARD  PANTHER
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