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Survey looks at 
Brazoria County

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I saw a survey recently that 
younger people don’t read newspa-
pers. Really?

The article was suggesting ways 
to reach out to them by offering 
features they like. We are trying dif-
ferent things to cater to the younger 
crowd, but I also know on which side 
my bread is buttered. 

I’ve been around this business for 
many years on all different levels, 
and have seen a lot of changes. 
The behavior and attitude of young 
people towards newspapers has not 
been one of them. 

Target marketing to them is at 
best a long-term project. It’s good to 
get young readers, and I’d love to 
have them flock to our product and 
other papers, but it’s not that simple.

If you watch “Leave it to Beaver” 
or any other retro sitcom from the 
1950s or ‘60s or ‘70s, it’s always the 
dad who read the paper. The kids 
did other things, like bothering dad 
with their problems while he is trying 
to read the paper after a hard day at 

Ramblings

Fishing at night at San Luis Pass County Park

Anglers who have been staying overnight 
at San Luis County Park and fishing at night 
have been rewarded with some big catches. 
See some of their bounty on Page 10 and 
other Parks Department news on pages 
10-11. 

Sisterhood of the Secret Fish Call comes to the rescue
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Roy and I began telling fish 
stories to one of our neighbors who 
came by to fish under our lights, 
when a faded reminiscence of the 
sublime Sisterhood of the Secret 

Fish Call worked its way into the 
conversation. 

It’s not one of Roy’s favorite sto-
ries as the “Sisterhood” out-fished 
the guys that fateful day. 

We often fished with Roy and 
Gwen Zettel before Roy Z started 
fishing for flounder in heaven. The 

guys had been fishing together 
longer than we women had known 
each other and had already adopted 
their private ritual of catching fish 
– just the right rod and reel, the pre-
cise bait or lure to snare their prey. 

Gwen and I usually went along 
with their decisions on fishing trips, 
but there was one time drift-fishing 
Christmas Bay, when the Sister-
hood of the Secret Fish Call was 

Memories are made of this

Continuing life 
after divorce

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

There is life after divorce. It just 
needs a jump-start. It doesn’t have 
to be much, just enough to get over 
the grayness and immerse oneself 
again in the real world. 

Knock, knock.
The sound came from the front 

door even though I had clearly 
posted a “please ring doorbell” sign. 
Irritated, I went to answer the door 
and flung it open with every intention 
of giving some peddler a piece of my 
mind for ignoring the instructions. 
Imagine my surprise when the face 
that greeted me was that of a friend. 

“Sam, how the heck are you? I 

Facebook, snoop all you want at your own risk
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Dear Facebook,
I have to admit that since I don’t 

understand your complicated 
privacy settings. I just assume that 
anyone with the computer skills of 
algae could probably swipe, scrape, 
gouge, or snort my personal data - 

and then die of blunt-force boredom 
shortly after examining it. 

Besides, I consider myself 
immune to a consulting firm improp-
erly using my profile information to 
sway my political opinions, like my 
belief that the current United States 
Congress is actually another reboot 

(Continued on Page 5

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Do you know the average Pear-
land resident spends 33 minutes 
traveling to work?

Want a shorter commute? Move to 
Freeport. The average worker there 
spends only 15 minutes getting to 
work.

This information comes from the 
American Community Survey (ACS), 
an ongoing survey by the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Not to be con-
fused with the upcoming decennial 
census, the ACS regularly gathers 
information on ancestry, citizenship, 
education, income, migration and 
disabilities.

The information is used to help 
both private and public sectors 
allocate funding, track shifting demo-
graphics, plan for emergencies and 
learn about local communities. 

The Census Bureau sends out the 

The View from My Seat
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 South Asian storms throughout history killed multitudes 
• The Bhola cyclone in 1970 was 

the deadliest thunderstorm, claiming 
about 550,000 lives in Bangladesh. 
It occurred in the central part of 
Bay of Bengal and destroyed the 
islands, farms, villages, and crops, 
causing a heavy damage.

• The Hooghly River area in India 
faced a fierce storm in the year 
1737. It severely affected the low-
lying areas of the region. More than 
350,000 people died in this storm.

• Vietnam was hit by a major 
storm in the year 1881. This storm is 
believed to be one of the most pow-
erful thunderstorms, claiming more 
than 300,000 lives. It also affected 
the town of Haiphong, due to which 
there was a big financial crisis.

• Coringa, a small Indian coastal 
village, was destroyed by one of the 
most dangerous storms in the year 
1839. Around 300,000 people lost 

their lives and many became home-
less. This storm also destroyed 
more than 20,000 ships or vessels.

• The great Backerganj Cyclone 
hit Bangladesh in the year 1876. 
More than 200,000 people died in 
this storm, and many parts of the 
country were destroyed. The wind 

speed was 220km/h, or 136.7 mph.
• Bangladesh’ s Backerganj 

region was affected by one of the 
deadliest storms. In the year 1584, 
more than 200,000 people died in 
this disaster,  and many were left 
homeless. Major parts of the city 
were destroyed by the storm.



They went on to become “the most 
successful class of animals on the 
planet,” in practically every niche 
on all seven continents.

This capacity for flight, however, 
wouldn’t be available to vertebrates 
for another 90 million years.

STOMACHS RULE
Q. How do our stomachs put a 

limit on activities like cycling, trek-
king and pregnancy?

A. We are limited by the energy 
we can expend during long-term, 
energy-intensive activities, which 
in turn is determined by how much 
energy we can get from eating, 
says Michael LePage in “New 
Scientist” magazine.  

Evolutionary anthropologist 
Herman Pontzer and his team mea-
sured total energy used by runners 
in the 5,000-kilometer (3,100-mile) 
Race Across the USA over 140 
days in 2015.  

When they compared the results 
to those from other taxing activities, 
they found that “even the fittest 
people can only expend two and 
a half times as much energy over 
several months as they use when 
resting.”

For example, on relatively short 
events such as a marathon, total 
energy use can be nearly 20 times 
that of resting energy use; for 10-
day treks, it’s around seven times; 
and for a 23-day Tour de France 
cycle race, the number drops to 
five.  

Over several hundred days, the 
curve flattens out at two and a half 
times resting energy use. “The 
demands of pregnancy are just 
below this limit, which just allows 
for vital maternal weight gain.”

The basis for this limit, the team 
believes, is that we can only get so 
much energy from food. “Short-
term, we can beat it by using stored 
reserves, but not long-term.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

 WOULD YOU RETURN A 
LOST WALLET?

Q. Walking out of the bank, 
you find a wallet on the ground 
containing a grocery list, a key and 
three identical business cards, plus 
$15 in cash. Would you contact 
the owner to return the wallet or 
wouldn’t you? Would more money, 
say $95, affect your decision?

A. This was part of an actual 
field experiment on civic honesty 
conducted by Alain Cohn and col-
leagues, involving 17,000 in 355 
cities spanning 40 countries around 
the globe, reports Shaul Shalvi in 
“Science” magazine.  

The team handed out wallets to 
front-desk employees at banks, 
theaters and other public offices, 
claiming to have found them on the 
street. Which would prevail, selfish-
ness or altruism and the desire to 
maintain a positive self-image?

Surprisingly, “in 38 of the 40 
countries studied, wallets with 
money were returned more often 
than wallets without money, which 
supports the idea that people are 
not purely selfish. Moreover, wal-
lets with more money (U.S. $94.15) 
were more likely to be returned 
than wallets with less money (U.S. 
$13.45).”  

Neither nonexperts nor profes-
sional economists predicted these 
results.

In the U.S., the United Kingdom 
and Poland, Cohn’s team went on 
to distribute wallets with money but 
no key. Since a key is valuable to 
the owner but not to the finder, this 
allowed the researchers to assess 
the specific contribution of altru-
ism to honesty. “Indeed, adding 
a key increased the likelihood of 
the wallet being returned. Taken 
together, these results support the 
idea that people care about others 
as well as caring about being 
honest.” 

THE LITTLE BUGS THAT 
COULD

Q. Puzzle: The first insect in the 
fossil record goes back 385 million 
years ago. Then 60 million years 
later, insects are found “in sudden 
and extreme abundance.”  What 
happened?

A. In “one of the greatest of 
all evolutionary breakthroughs,” 
insects developed the ability to fly, 
says Jonathon Keats in “Discover” 
magazine.  According to Stan-
ford University researchers, “the 
insects in this second wave were 
armed with wings, unprecedented 
appendages that allowed them to 
escape predators and reach new 
sources of food high up in trees.”  

If you enjoy reading 
The Bulletin, please tell 
your friends about us 

or pick up extra copies 
for them. Please let our 
advertisers know that 
you saw their ads in  

The Bulletin.
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Our 25th year of publishing!

ANYWAY, THANK YOU FOR A LOVELY EVENING; SO 
LONG!: A woman went out with a man she had met on a dating website, 
and, on the way home at 2 a.m., police tried to pull him over for a tag 
violation. He then led them on a high-speed chase through Palm Coast 
Fla. He told the woman – who he had not given his real name – that he 
didn’t have a valid license, but officers suspect a more extensive RAP 
sheet. The cops stopped his car with spike strips, and the guy ran off into 
the woods.

O.K., KID, LICENSE AND REGISTRATION: A two-and-a-half-
year-old boy got very excited when he saw the rides being constructed 
at the Chisago County Fair near his home in Rush City, Minn. When the 
fair opened, he took his father’s battery-powered John Deere tractor and 
drove there. The cops caught up to him at the Tilt-a-Whirl.

BUT JUST OUT OF CURIOSITY, HOW MUCH OF A DIS-
COUNT? When a woman went to a body shop in Ferguson, Mo., to get 
an estimate to fix her car, he said he would give her a discount, “If you 
pull up your shirt ...” She declined. Then she called the cops.

OH, LIBERTY BUSINESS? STEP THIS WAY, SIR: A man with 
mental problems showed up at the Pentagon to attend to “liberty busi-
ness.” Police searched his car and found a loaded 12-gauge shotgun, an 
18-inch machete, and a bottle of Jim Beam Vanilla bourbon.

YEAH, THAT OUGHTA’ DO IT: A man stole a bottle of ketchup 
from a restaurant in Lacey, Township, N.J., but, feeling guilty, left two new 
bottles there, along with a letter saying that someone crashed into his 
car a few hours after the theft, and that his karma, luck and life have not 
gone well ever since. He said he hoped that the gesture would turn things 
around for him.

O.K., YOU WIN, SMOOTH TALKER: In an apparent effort to 
get a date, a man sent a woman, who had rarely spoken to him, 10,000 
sexually explicit or threatening text messages over 12 days, including 
one saying he was ready to “start blowing up planes.” Police involvement 
resulted.

VERY CLEVER, MA’AM: A woman called 911 to report her car 
stolen as the cops were chasing her to trick them into thinking she wasn’t 
the one driving the car. The police had pulled her over in Clinton, Iowa, 
but she sped off and tried to elude them, speeding, going through stop 
signs, and running red lights to no avail.

NO SIR, ALL CHILDREN DON’T LOOK THE SAME: A man 
went to the wrong day care center in St. Louis to drop off his girlfriend’s 
two children. Workers told him that they had never seen the kids before, 
but he insisted they were mistaken and left them there.

Bulletin announces winners of Renaissance Festival tickets
The Bulletin is sending 24 people 

to the Texas Renaissance Festival 
on the weekend of Oct. 5 or Oct. 12 
as part of our 25th Anniversary.

The tickets are good for one day, 
either Saturday or Sunday, either 
weekend, so head out on either of 
these weekends to “an enchanted 
world filled with kings and queens, 
knights and nobles, fairies and 
elves, pirates and peasants, and 
other fanciful delights” between 
Plantersville and Magnolia. A couple 
of our winners said they wanted 
to escape reality, so here’s your 
chance!

We have selected a dozen 
winners, who have been mailed 
two tickets each to the festival. A 
big thanks to all of you who have 
entered by mail, internet or fax, and 
congratulations to the winners, who 
are:

Jill Darst of Angleton; David 
Olmos of Angleton; Arcelia 

Chimal of Lake Jackson; Terry 
Morris of Lake Jackson; Kent 
Thibodeaux of Rosharon; Andrew 
Turk of Lake Jackson; Shirley 
Venne of Freeport; Laura K. 
Charles of Lake Jackson; Joe 
Ripple of Lake Jackson; Carissa 
McDaniel of Angleton; Tammy 
Courtney of Alvin and John 
Venne of Freeport.

Our Facebook contest is ongo-
ing until Sept. 26, so like our page 
- if you haven’t already - and enter 

there for a second chance to win.
The Bulletin will announce the 

winners of the Monster Jam free 
ticket contest next, and we plan to 
treat you to more fall and holiday 
events. We’ve increased the con-
tests for our 25th Anniversary year, 
so pick up a copy of the paper each 
week to see what’s next.

Thank you for being one of our 
valued readers or advertisers. We 
strive to brig you the best product 
possible each week.
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of The Muppet Show.
Please don’t get me wrong, 

though. Social media privacy is a 
serious issue. In my “List of Things I 
Worry About at this Point in my Life,” 
though, this issue ranks just below 
whether the skin on my neck has 
gotten loose enough to make me 
attractive to an amorous Galapagos 
tortoise.

Therefore, I just want to say that 
I WON’T be taking a break from 
you anytime soon. I like you. Call 
it a guilty pleasure. O.K., it’s an 
addiction, but at least I don’t allow 
it to interfere with my family life or 
career – except when I’m at home 
or at work.

So what is it that makes you like 
the unlimited chips and salsa at a 
Tex-Mex cafe?

First, I actually enjoy being 
provoked by posts about politi-
cal issues. I also like snooping on 
former classmates from high school, 
most of whom didn’t hang out with 
me, and still wouldn’t, and I don’t 
blame them. High school wasn’t the 
best time of my life. Some of it was 

fun, but most of it was awkward 
and embarrassing. Think electric 
blue parachute pants and a permed 
mullet - and that was my under-
stated look.

Among social media platforms, 
you’re actually kind of old and 
uncool these days, making you 
perfect for dads like me who enjoy 
posting family photos ad nau-
seam to the embarrassment of my 
children and spouse. (Yes, my wife 
is clearly out of my league, I can’t 
take credit for my children’s talents 
and good looks, and I realize that 
nobody else thinks they’re as good-
looking and talented as I do. Just 
click “like,” and move on, people!)

I also relish the feeling of supe-
riority I get when my Facebook 
friends misspell words and use 
poor grammar in their posts, until 
I discover that I wished everyone 
a “Happy Keaster” in my own post 
from three years ago when that 
Facebook memories thingy pops 
up.

Speaking of superiority, I 
especially get a kick out of those 
Facebook videos of babies eating 

lemons, and frightened adults being 
chased by waterfowl. These usually 
make me feel smarter.

So thank you, Facebook. Thanks 
for reminding me of birthdays I 
would never have remembered 
or known about otherwise, some 
of which are birthdays of people I 
barely know and who undoubtedly 
find it creepy that I’m wishing them 
a happy birthday. 

Thanks for the opportunity to 
scoff at those posts promising 
that I’ll go to heaven, win a million 
bucks, be better looking and save 
defenseless puppies if I like and 
share a post on my wall.Trust me; 

they don’t work - especially the 
better looking one.

Most of all, thanks for giving me 
an opportunity to procrastinate from 
doing whatever it is I should be 
doing other than looking at Face-

book. See you tomorrow, Facebook 
- or in a few minutes.

Copyright 2018 Jase Graves
Graves is an award-winning humor 

columnist from East Texas.Contact 
him at susanjase@sbcglobal.net.

(Continued from Page 1)

Facebook, I’m sticking with you no matter what they say 
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the office.
When I was growing up in the big 

stinkin’ city, none of my friends read 
the newspaper. They got their infor-
mation from television. Eyewitness 
news told them in an entertaining 
way what was going on. Watching 
the news wasn’t all that important, 
either. But Eyewitness News had a 

better chance at them than the daily 
paper.

I never liked the word “eyewit-
ness.” It should be just witness, but 
that would not sound good on TV 
promos. “The world is coming to 
an end. Details on Witness News 
at 10.” It just sounds a bit off, and 
doesn’t even look right in print.

I was the oddball in our group. 

I went down to the newsstand 
almost every day in the summer and 
bought a couple of the daily papers, 
then went to a nearby park or back 
to my apartment and read them. For 
a couple of quarters, I got my fill of 
news and sports. 

I followed the stock market. I 
didn’t have any money to invest, but 
it kind of grew on me. I also followed 
baseball box scores for a couple 
of teams. I immersed myself in 
the world of the newspaper. It was 
totally abnormal for a high school 
student back then – and now.

All this qualified me as a certified 
geek, but I wasn’t exactly bragging 
about my newspaper-reading habit. 
I hung out with friends and shot the 
breeze about cars and girls, like a 
normal teenager. My newspaper 
habit never came up in conversa-
tions.

Many years later I passed these 
habits down to my nephew when 
he stayed with us during summers. 
By then I actually had stocks and 
investments he could follow daily in 
the Houston Chronicle, and I was 
receiving reports from him about the 
Astros’ batting averages.

The kid grew up and became 
an investment counselor for one of 
the biggest investment firms in the 
country. He is making good money 
– for both of us.

So, I don’t worry much about 
surveys telling us that young people 
don’t read newspapers. Some do. 
They just may not be telling anyone, 
like me many decades ago.

The rest of them will start picking 
up newspapers (online or the actual 

paper product) later. Not all, but 
enough. And, they will follow things 
like local news, business and – box 
scores. 

Unless they are already doing it 
because they had a certified geek 
uncle who taught them well.

Newspapers and young people are not exactly a perfect match, but there are some exceptions
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT NEWSPAPERS?
• The very first instance of a newspaper was commissioned by Julius 

Caesar in 59BC, and it was a daily list of announcements that was carved 
into metal or stone and displayed publically.

• Across the globe, more than 24 billion newspapers are published every 
year. That’s a lot of ink!

• Newspapers make almost their entire income from advertisements. They 
write interesting articles so people will read them and look at the ads nearby. 
Advertisers pay for this access.

• If everyone recycled their newspapers, we would save 250 million trees 
each year.

• Before we had modern newspapers, “written notices” were published 
in Venice circa 1556. They cost a “gazette” (a Venetian coin), which is why 
many newspapers have Gazette in their titles.

• The first crossword puzzle was published in a British newspaper called 
the Sunday Express in 1924.

• There are less than 1,000 newspapers left in the United States (the most 
we ever had was 7,689). Many smaller communities now contribute to a 
“local” section of a larger paper.

• Even though newspaper subscriptions are declining, they still reach 
billions of people every day. Smart publications are taking advantage of the 
Internet.
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born of pure necessity.
The heat that day was stifling, 

the breeze powering the drift had 
died, and the four of us were sitting 
in the boat holding motionless rods. 
Before this trip, we traditionally 
sacrificed a sip of our Cokes to the 
“fish god” when things got slow.  But 
that day, even that ritual failed. We 
needed to catch something or go 
home.

Baking in the boat was no fun 
at all. Not wanting to leave empty- 
handed, we lady anglers laughingly 
decided to do something which 
created the Sisterhood of the Secret 
Fish Call. 

There was no drift, and nothing 

was biting. So, we reasoned, if you 
can whistle for a dog and get him to 
come, there must be a … fish call. 
We tried: “Here, fishy, fishy,” and 
even Gomer Pyle’s, “shazam!” Our 
efforts were ridiculed by the guys. 
But the sisterhood persevered, and 
the magic “doodle-e-bop” emerged. 
At least it brought laughter. 

Without warning, my rod doubled 
over, line sang off the reel, and 
everyone was dancing around the 
boat, bringing in their lines as I bat-
tled the behemoth. I finally landed 
an 8-pound gafftop. Well, that fish 
call worked, we laughed. The fishing 
resumed - the sisterhood using, and 
the guys doubting - the fish call. 
Gwen intoned, “doodle-e-bop,” and 

her rod doubled over. Her battle with 
the giant fish was on. Still nothing 
for the guys. But then, they still 
scoffed at our fish call. 

“I’ll show you how silly that fish 
call is,“ my Roy said, as he mut-
tered the secret call. Then, for the 
first time that day, his rod sprang to 
life, doubling over as he wrestled a 
black-tip shark into submission.

After this, Roy Zettel sheepishly 
mumbled the secret call. But, being 
a non-believer – and a man, he was 
skunked that day.

(Jan wants to hear from you. 
Write her in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

When they don’t bite, use the Sisterhood of the Secret Fish Call
(Continued from Page 1)

haven’t seen you in ages. Please 
come in,” I said.

The truth was I hadn’t seen much 
of anyone since my divorce. I con-
tinued to work for a couple of years. 
I retired, and with the exception of 
my children checking up on me to 
make sure that all was well, I pretty 
much had been left alone. Social 
media provided some contact with 
the outside world and the status of 
friends. In the male society, a single-
ton in a world of couples is awkward 

and generally avoided. Serious 
one-on-one contact was minimal in 
this post-divorce world, except for 
this unexpected contact with an old 
friend.

Sam replied: “No one has seen 
or talked to you in a while, so I 
thought, as I was in the neighbor-
hood, I should check up on you and 
see how you are.”

We visited for about an hour over 
a mediocre cup of coffee. As I bade 
Sam goodbye, I promised myself 
that I would start leaving the house 

more often. 
It seemed like a cycle. The first 

months after the divorce was final, 
I left at every opportunity. I went 
to coffee with friends, two different 
groups at two different locations. I 
went to the grocery store at least 
once daily, and if I found a quarter 
in the parking lot, I went in person to 
the bank to deposit it in my account  
- that may be a slight exaggeration.

I briefly dated a nice Vietnamese 
lady. Everything was getting back on 
track, and then one morning I slept 

late. I got up, fixed my breakfast 
and turned on the TV. It was getting 
late, so I decided I would just bathe 
tomorrow morning. 

Tomorrow came, and I didn’t get 
out of bed. I just turned on the TV 
in the bedroom and watched and 
napped for the rest of the day. For-
tunately for me, school started, and 
I was needed to provide transporta-
tion for my eldest grandchild.

This small part-time job rescued 
me from what had become a torpid 
reality. I awoke in the morning, took 
a bath and cooked breakfast for me 
and the grandson. I then took him 
to school, visited my coffee groups, 
went home, washed dishes and 
paid bills, etc.

 I promised myself that I would 
start visiting old friends, read and 
do things that would stimulate my 
mind. Exercise was in this mix 

somewhere. I, as of today, have not 
achieved these goals with anything 
approaching regularity, but as with 
all works in progress, we shall see.

The little job of transporting my 
grandson to school rescued me 
from the trap of lethargy. It is easy 
to see how the aging population can 
fall into a depression if they lack 
motivation. Man (used in a unisex 
sense) can’t exist without a purpose. 
The purpose doesn’t have to be 
earth-shattering; it can be as simple 
as working in the garden, tending 
a yard, chauffeuring grandchildren 
or writing to amuse. The important 
thing is to fill your life with some 
activities you love.

(Send comments by 
email to editor John Toth at 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. Or send 
regular mail to The Bulletin, P.O. 
Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)

Driving grandson to school snapped me out of divorce mode

HOW TO BE HAPPY, ACCORDING TO ‘PSYCHOLOGY TODAY’
Everything we experience can be a bummer if we choose to see it that 

way. But when you search for the benefits or silver linings in your life, you 
may be surprised to discover a lot of good. 

Keep practicing to increase the positive and decrease the negative to 
cultivate happiness. 

Also, this skill has been linked to a better ability to cope with stress and 
be more resilient.
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 Brazosport College recently welcomed Ron Barksdale and Jennifer 
Monical to the school’s Board of Regents. Both Barksdale and Monical 
were sworn in at the August Board of Regents meeting by board chair 
Carolyn Johnson. Barksdale takes over for Richard Wells, who stepped 
down from Board Position 6. Monical filled Board Position 1, which was 
occupied by the late Lucilla Henderson.  

Two openings filled on BC Board of Regents
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survey to 295,000 addresses each 
month, or about 3.5 million per year.

QuickFacts resulting from the 
survey provide a fascinating snap-
shot of life in Brazoria County and 
its cities.  

AGE:  Brazoria County has 26.5 
percent of its population under 18 
and 11.8 percent of its population 
over 65. Freeport is younger. It 
has 34.7 percent of its population 
under 18 and only 6.1 percent of its 
population over 65.

GENDER: Females in Brazoria 
County, unlike Harris and Fort 
Bend counties and the country as 
a whole, are in the minority, making 
up 49.5 percent of the population.  
That is partly driven by Freeport, 
which is 48 percent female. 

GROWTH:  Since 2010, Brazoria 
County has grown by 18.2 percent.  
This is more than Harris County 
(14.8 percent) but less than Fort 
Bend County (34.7).  Not surpris-
ingly, Pearland at 31.2 percent leads 
the growth in Brazoria County.

POPULATION CHARACTER-
ISTICS:  Foreign-born persons 

account for 13.1 percent of the 
county’s population. Pearland is 
15.9 percent foreign-born while 
Angleton is 6.4 percent foreign-born 
and Alvin is 9.9 percent foreign-
born.

TECHNOLOGY: 90.9 percent 
of the county’s houses have a 
computer, and 81.3 percent of our 
households have a broadband 
Internet subscription. Lake Jackson 
has higher computer use (92 per-
cent) and Internet use (84 percent) 
than the county as a whole. 

HOUSING: Countywide, the 
median value of owner-occupied 
housing units is $164,300. The 
median monthly rent in Brazoria 
County is $1,012. Pearlanders pay 
more in rent ($1,272) while Freeport 
renters pay less ($742). 

INCOME: The county’s median 
household income is $76,426.  
This is more than Harris County’s 
median household income 
($57,791) but less than the median 
household income in Fort Bend 
($93,645).

MIGRATION: People apparently 
like where they live in Brazoria 

County. Slightly more than 88 
percent of us are living in the same 
house as we did a year ago.

EDUCATION: 87.5 percent of us 
in the county over age 25 are high 
school graduates or higher. Also, 
29.7 percent of us have a bache-
lor’s degree or higher. This is about 
the same as the U.S. (30.9).

HEALTH: Almost 7 percent of 
us countywide under 65 have a 
disability, but 14 percent of us 
under 65 don’t have health insur-
ance. Nationwide, 10 percent of 
the population lacks insurance. In 
Freeport, 38.1 percent of residents 
lack health insurance.

LANGUAGE:  In 26 percent of 
the homes in the county, a lan-
guage other than English is spoken.  

That is well below Harris County 
(43.7). Within Brazoria County 
cities, it’s 16.9 percent in Angle-
ton, 21.2 percent in Lake Jackson 
and 27.5 percent in Pearland.  A 
language other than English is 
spoken in more than half the homes 
in Freeport (53 percent).

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com)

(Continued from Page 1)
Survey shows how much we make, spend and know
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing & wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Open
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer,  Ron McCulley.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs, and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com

Attention all kids who like fishing: 
County Parks Fishfest set for Oct. 19

The Brazoria County Parks Department is thrilled to announce the date for 
this year’s kids’ fishing festival. 

On Oct. 19, participants aged three to 16 years are invited to visit the 
stocked pond at Bass Pro Shops in Pearland to try their luck at some Satur-
day morning fishing. 

Poles and bait will be provided while supplies last, but registrants are 
welcome to bring gear from home if they wish. Knowledgeable volunteers 
from Texas Parks and Wildlife will be on hand to provide angler education 
and encouragement to our young participants. 

The intent of this kids’ fishing event is to arrange a free a day of outdoor 
and wildlife appreciation and to inspire young enthusiasts to hone their 
nature skills, all the while making a few friends along the way. 

Register for the Kids’ Fishfest by contacting the Program Coordinator for 
the Brazoria County Parks Department, Mike Mullenweg, at (979) 864-1152, 
or by emailing him at mikem@brazoria-county.com.

 There was a large turnout at the 2018 fishing event.

Overnight camping at San Luis Pass 
County Park can land big catches

San Luis Pass County Park is an angler’s dream, and the overnight 
campers sure know how to take advantage of their time by the water. Patty 
Brinkmeyer of Quintana Beach County Park visited during a busy, fun-filled 
night, and she snapped a couple of images of the lucky guests.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   September 24, 2019  THE BULLETIN  Page 11

Parks Department schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Oct. 5, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Fall Paddling Event 
#2. Come join the Brazoria 
Paddlers Club as they hold a 
paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours. We will meet at 
the Hanson Riverside boat 
ramp around 8:30 a.m., and pad-
dle north to the low water cross-
ing about 2.5 miles upriver. We’ll 
then float back down to the boat 
ramp. We recommend a camera 
for this trip, as we expect there 
to be lots of sights along the way 
to photograph. Must complete, 
or already have on file, a copy of 
our liability release form for 2019. 
Call (979) 864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Thursday, Oct. 17, 8 
a.m. to noon: Volunteer 
Trail Workday. Brazoria County 
Parks is excitedly adding miles 
of new multipurpose trails to 
the area. Join the department’s 
trail coordinator on the third 
Thursday of each month to build 
and maintain trails in the parks. 
Activities include clearing brush, 
leveling the surface and painting 
and planting signs. Make sure to 
wear sturdy work clothes. Con-
tact Mike at mikem@brazoria-

county.com or (979) 864-1152.
Saturday, Oct. 19, 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m.: Kids’ Fishfest at Bass 
Pro Shops. Come for a great time 
learning to fish and trying your luck 
in the stocked pond. Poles will be 
provided while supplies last, or 
you can bring your own. Bass Pro 
Shops will provide the bait. and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife will provide 
the Angler Education. Call Mike Mul-
lenweg at (979) 864-1152, or email 
him mikem@brazoria-county.net.

Saturday, Oct. 19, 11 a.m. 
to noon: EarthQuest Birds of 
Prey. Quintana Beach County Park 
welcomes our falconer friend, Steve 
Hoddy, along with Phil Huxford, in 
presenting the very popular birds of 
prey. Experience the thrill of a hawk 
flying so close that you can feel 
the wind off its wings. See one of 
the largest birds in the world, the 
Andean Condor, and the fastest bird 
on the earth, the Peregrine Falcon. 
This is a free event with free entry 
to the park. Pets and food are not 
allowed in the presentation area. 
Feel free to bring your lawn chairs, 
as seating is limited.Contact the 
park at (979) 233-1461. 

Saturday, Nov. 2, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.: Third Annual Pollinator 
Palooza. Spend the day at Quintana 
Beach County Park learning the ins 

and outs of local butterflies, bees, 
and other local creatures. There’s 
also a walk-in butterfly enclosure, 
kids crafts and activities, caterpillar 
and chrysalis exhibits. Visit with the 
Brazoria County Beekeepers and 
their live hive display. They will offer 
local honey for sale. Call the park at 
(979) 233-1461. 

Saturday, Nov. 9, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Fall Paddling Event #3. 
Come join the Brazoria Paddlers 
Club as they hold a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria 
County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours. Location to be 
announced at a later date. Must 
complete, or already have on file, a 
copy of our liability release form for 
2019. Call (979) 864-1152, or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 8 a.m. 
to noon: Volunteer Trail Workday. 
Brazoria County Parks is excitedly 
adding miles of new multipurpose 
trails to the area. Join the depart-
ment’s trail coordinator on the third 
Thursday of each month to build 
and maintain trails in the parks. 
Activities include clearing brush, lev-
eling the surface and painting and 
planting signs. Make sure to wear 
sturdy work clothes. Contact Mike 
at mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
(979) 864-1152.

Saturday, Nov. 23, 10 
a.m. to noon: Discover 
Archery. Come learn the art of 
archery with Brazoria County 
Parks Department staff at Camp 
Mohawk County Park. You’ll 
learn about the history of the 
bow and arrow, how to safely 
handle the equipment, and the 
basic skills you’ll need to begin 
your archery practice. Class will 
meet at the Comanche Pavilion 
at Camp Mohawk at 10 a.m. 
After the class, practice your 
skill on our archery range. Bows 
and arrows will be provided. This 
free event is open to participants 
ages seven and above. Call Mike 
Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152, 
or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com.

 Thursday, Dec. 26, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.: Dunes Day 
Drop-Off. Beginning December 
26, several Brazoria County 
offices will begin collecting 
discarded Christmas trees at 
their locations to be placed along 
the beachfront to help gather 
blowing sands and build up 
dunes.Trees (without decora-
tions) may be dropped off at our 
headquarters office at 313 W. 
Mulberry in Angleton, or at any 
Brazoria County precinct office. 

Cross-country 
meet held at 
Resoft park

Resoft County Park in Alvin was 
closed for a morning earlier this 
month to be the host site for the 
Clear Brook High School Boys and 
Girls Cross Country meet, where 
a field of 18 teams competed from 
across the Houston metro area. The 
race encircled the park’s entire 80-
acre perimeter. Schools that com-
peted included Katy, Cinco Ranch, 
Clear Brook, Clear Lake, Clear 
Springs, Deer Park, Friendswood, 
Klein, Manvel, Pearland, Santa Fe, 
Shadow Creek, Stratford, Waller, 
Hastings, Pasadena Rayburn, C.E. 
King and Beaumont United.
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That is why it is always wise to 
be a good listener when others are 
suffering. There isn’t much that can 
be said to those who are hurting, 
and we should ask God for wisdom 
– when to be silent and when to 
speak. Often, it is not the words we 
say as much as encouraging others 
with our presence.

The Bible reminds us that there is 
a time for everything – a time to be 
born and a time to die (Ecclesiastes 
3). So many testimonials speak of 
how God spoke to them in sickness 
and their personal faith in Him grew 
stronger. 

Someone recently said, “I could 
have never said this before cancer, 
but now that I have completed my 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Ask God for wisdom if health fails
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I have had many friends 
and family go through treatment 
for cancer. I have always been 
healthy until recently and now 
have been diagnosed with cancer 
myself. I have tried to always 
encourage others facing this 
dreadful disease but now my own 
words as a Christian don’t seem 
to be sufficient for me. It makes 
me feel selfish but also insincere. 
Where have I gone wrong? – C.F.

A: For those who have enjoyed 
good health most of their lives, this 
is not unusual. One of the many 
lessons learned through health 
crises is how better to help others 
going through similar valleys of 
despair. 

Roger (Bacon) & out
Dunbar High School of Dayton, 

Ohio — trailing 23-8 with seven min-
utes left in the first half and already 
whistled for three unsportsmanlike-
conduct penalties — had to forfeit 
its football game against Cincinnati’s 
Roger Bacon when a Dunbar player 
head-butted an official.

Bonus points: The game was 
played at Welcome Stadium.

Yankee go homer
First baseman Mike Ford, in 

beating the A’s 5-4, became the first 
Yankee rookie to ever hit a pinch-hit 
walk-off home run. MLB stat geeks 
were chastised for forgetting to add: 
by a left-handed hitter, on natural 
turf, in a day game.

Biker alert
Harley-Davidson just unveiled 

three prototype pedal-assist electric 
bicycles. 

Hells Angels Lite, anyone?

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

False start
Talk about getting himself penal-

ized for a false start.
Police arrested Kansas football 

player Tom Barrett on suspicion of 
using fake ID at a student bar in 
Lawrence — just days before the 
Jayhawk’s 21st birthday.

$4,000-love, anyone?
The U.S. Tennis Association fined 

Daniil Medvedev $4,000 for holding 
his middle finger against the side 
of his face as he walked past the 
umpire during a U.S. Open match.

Well, that’s certainly a different 
way of playing singles.

Spuddering
Idaho, which dropped to college 

football’s FCS division two years 
ago, has been outscored by an 
average of 74-10 against the FBS 
teams it’s played since. Mashed 

potatoes, anyone?
Not so fast, my friend

And, from the Curses, Foiled 
Again file:

— USC’s season-opening 60-
yard kickoff return against Fresno 
State was wiped out because … 
there were two Trojans on the field 
wearing No. 7 jerseys.

— Astros minor-leaguer 
Miguelangel Sierra lost a home run 
playing for the Fayetteville Wood-
peckers because … he failed to 
touch home plate.

— Police in Spain spotted 40 
marijuana plants in a rooftop grow 
operation while watching … aerial 
shots of the Vuelta a Espana cycling 
race.

Thar he blows
Steamboat Geyser in Yellowstone 

Park just had its 34th eruption of 
the year, breaking the longstanding 
record set by Woody Hayes.

treatment and am on the road to 
recovery, I praise the Lord that 
He used it to open the door to tell 
others why I hope in the Lord!” Our 
own inadequacy should drive us to 
the Lord.

No one knows what a day may 
bring, but Christians can point 
to the One who sees us through 
trials. “Through the Lord’s mercies 
we are not consumed, because 
His compassions fail not. They 
are new every morning; great is 
Your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:
22-23).

Let us help you with all your marketing needs
Let’s talk. Call (979) 849-5407
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s far 
easier to float than to tread water. 
You may want to rethink your 
approach to a problem in order 
to streamline and make your life 
easier. Try to be a little softer today. 
You can catch a lot more flies with 
honey than vinegar.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Make 
sure everyone gets their fair share 
of the pie. Do your best to ensure 
that any arrangement is equally 
beneficial to all concerned. It’s easy 
to be more receptive to those who 
make suggestions than to those 
who demand. Stay the course and 
resist the demands.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Slow 
and steady wins the race. You may 
find more success in careful plan-
ning and execution than in trying to 
keep up with your peers. Listen to 
your inner voice, as it may be your 
best ally. Instead of trying to impress 
others, impress yourself.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Group projects can be creative and 
exciting. You may want to stake a 
claim on a piece that is obviously 
your area of expertise. It’s fine to 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Look 
before you leap. While your first 
instincts tend to be the right ones, 
you may do better putting in extra 
thought before you act today. Try 
to anticipate the consequences of 
every option before taking a course 
of action.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): 
Allow time for rest. You may find 
you are sharper, more efficient and 
have much better concentration if 
you give yourself a restful break. 
Someone may be there to help pick 
up any slack.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Make sure that your cause is worth 
fighting for. Don’t let others dictate 
your response to stressful situations 
or goad you into conflict, espe-
cially if you know you’re right. Stay 
centered and avoid unnecessary 
conflicts.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
As tempting as it can be to get in 
the last word, recognize a volatile 
situation for what it is - something 
you can simply resolve by walking 
away. Tackle your to-do list one task 
at a time.

Jumbles: JUICY  UPEND  WOBBLE  GYRATE
Answer: The barber who cut the Beatles’ hair in 1963 did a -- BANG-UP JOB

be sensitive to others’ feelings, but 
maintain the integrity of your work.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Stay comfortably in your own 
arena. While you may feel up to the 
task, don’t try to exert your will upon 
others with authority you don’t have. 
Stay focused on your own respon-
sibilities.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): It may serve you well to pay 
careful attention to the details of an 
opportunity or offer, and be sure to 
read the fine print. Don’t stray too 
far from the beaten path today. But 
don’t let an opportunity pass by.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Be a guardian angel. Keep a close 
eye on friends or loved ones who 
may need your guidance, advice or 
support this week. Your easygoing 
manner and quick wit bring out the 
best in people.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): 
Stand your ground but don’t make 
an issue of it. You can stick up for 
your convictions without becoming 
angry or combative. You’ll be most 
at home with activities that allow 
you to enjoy nature.

  History of the World On This Day
SEPTEMBER 24

1789 - The U.S. Congress 
passed the First Judiciary Act. The 
act provided for an Attorney General 
and a lower federal courts.

1869 - Thousands of business-
men were financially ruined after 
a panic on Wall Street. The panic 
was caused by an attempt to corner 
the gold market by Jay Gould and 
James Fisk.

SEPTEMBER 25
1492 - The crew of the Pinta, one 

of Christopher Columbus’ ships, 
mistakenly thought that they had 
spotted land.

1513 - The Pacific Ocean was 
discovered by Spanish explorer 
Vasco Nunez de Balboa when he 
crossed the Isthmus of Panama. He 
named the body of water the South 
Sea. He was truly just the first Euro-
pean to see the Pacific Ocean.

1789 - The first U.S. Congress 
adopted 12 amendments to the 
Constitution. Ten of the amend-
ments became the Bill of Rights.

SEPTEMBER 26
1777 - Philadelphia was occupied 

by British troops during the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War.

1789 - Thomas Jefferson was 
appointed America’s first Secretary 
of State. John Jay was appointed 
the first Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Samuel Osgood was appointed the 
first Postmaster-General. Edmund 
Jennings Randolph was appointed 
the first Attorney General.

SEPTEMBER 27
1825 - George Stephenson oper-

ated the first locomotive that hauled 
a passenger train.

1938 - The League of Nations 
branded the Japanese as aggres-
sors in China.

SEPTEMBER 28
1542 - San Diego, CA, was 

discovered by Portuguese navigator 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo.

1787 - The U.S. Congress voted 
to send the new Constitution of the 
United States to the state legisla-
tures for their approval.

1850 - The U.S. Navy abolished 
flogging as a form of punishment.

SEPTEMBER 29
1789 - A regular army was estab-

lished by the U.S. War Department 
with several hundred men.

1902 - David Belasco opened his 
first Broadway theater.

1943 - U.S. Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and Italian Marchal 
Pietro Badoglio signed an armistice 
aboard the British ship, Nelson.

SEPTEMBER 30
1777 - The Congress of the 

United States moved to York, PA, 
due to advancing British forces.

1787 - The Columbia left Boston 
and began the trip that would make 
it the first American vessel to sail 
around the world.

1846 - Dr. William Morton 
performed a painless tooth extrac-
tion after administering ether to a 
patient.

1882 - In Appleton, WI, the 
world’s first hydroelectric power 
plant began operating.
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

At their recent regular meeting, the Brazoria Lions Club’s president 
Marie Hicks, center, awarded Lion Roy Edwards, right, a President’s 
Appreciation Pin for his hard work selling the most gun raffle tickets 
in 2018, and Lion Jan Edwards, left, another President’s Appreciation 
Pin for her work in public relations for the club. The Brazoria Lions 
Club meets the second and fourth Mondays of each month. For more 
information on the Brazoria Lions Club, call (979) 798-4444.

Brazoria Lions earn appreciation pins
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 __ and flows
5 Stepped heavily
9 __ Rica
14 Pitcher’s goof
15 Inflatable mattress prefix with 
Bed
16 Colorado ski mecca
17 Muslim denomination
18 Not fatty, as meat
19 Lease again
20 *Artsy Lower Manhattan neigh-

borhood
23 Car owner’s premium pmt.
24 American of Japanese descent
25 Dieter’s catchword
27 Sweat unit
30 Originates (from)
33 Like morning grass
36 Title for Doubtfire or Dash
38 Site of Arizona’s Red Rock State 
Park
39 Rocks in bars

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
CIVIC  COLIC  COMIC  CUBIC  CLINIC  COSMIC  CHRONIC

40 Set in a den, slangily ... or, 
initially, what can be found in each 
answer to a starred clue
42 Gratuity
43 Dessert with a cherry
45 Refreshing retreat
46 Wines that usually go well with 
beef
47 __ seat: advantageous spot
49 In couch-potato mode
51 France dance
52 Up to one’s ears (in)
56 Architect I.M. __
58 *Drug bust calculation
62 Throat ailment
64 Modest skirt
65 Writer Jaffe
66 Video game pioneer
67 Region
68 Sullen
69 Makeover place
70 Camera attachment
71 Bay Area cop gp.

DOWN
1 “Barnaby Jones” actor Buddy
2 Persian faith
3 Utter joy
4 Glide past on the ice
5 Anklebones
6 Movie spool
7 Verbal
8 Name on a Trump card?
9 Untroubled
10 Suffix with fruct-
11 *Panel decision that’s not unani-
mous
12 “The Hunger Games” extra
13 Picnic invaders
21 “C’est la __!”
22 Turns sour
26 Help
28 UMass town
29 Hip-hop Dr.
31 Oklahoma’s “Wheat Capital”
32 Drains of strength
33 Phonograph record
34 Quito’s country: Abbr.
35 *Became a YouTube sensation
37 N.Y. and Calif.
40 Dramatic downturn
41 Wire service letters
44 Corporate alias abbr.
46 Bounty hunters’ goals
48 Of the skin
50 Where a Brit may powder her 
nose
53 Unlikely to get excited
54 Dawn
55 Listened to
56 “This is your brain on drugs” ads, 
briefly
57 Singer James
59 Irish name for Ireland
60 Xanadu
61 Spanish aunts
63 Suffix with ranch
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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