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Why my life will never come full circle
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

About this time nine years ago 
my wife Karen and I headed for the 
hills of East Texas in order to give 
Hurricane Ike plenty of room. Of 
course, he followed us up there like 

a trailer hooked 
to the car. But, 
enough about 
that.

After the tem-
pest erupted 
we drove into 
Palestine, the 
county seat 
of Anderson 

County, and I showed Karen the 
hospital in which I was born, a 
handsome old two-story brick build-
ing with impressive carvings over 
the entryway (that’s it in the photo), 
sitting nicely among majestic trees. 

It’s the sort of building you see in old 
movies. You know, the way hospitals 
and schools used to look when they 
had character, before they were 
replaced by modern, bland edifices 
that are all steel and glass.

We got out of the car and admired 
the place, which hadn’t been a 

hospital for a long time. It felt com-
forting somehow, standing in the 
shadow of the structure where I first 
drew breath and bellowed out at the 
world (a habit that I’ve kept up).

Standing there felt satisfying and 
right.  It felt like coming home.

I was so moved that I called 
my sister Diane on my cell phone 

THE WORDSMITH

Brazoria County parks 
feel Harvey’s wrath

Several Brazoria County parks 
have received damage of various 
degrees from Hurricane Harvey 
and the subsequent flooding.  
Pictured is the entrance to camp 
Mohawk County Park. For more 
information on the parks, turn to 
pages  18-19.

Special Pink Pages 
inside this issue

October 
is Breast 
Cancer 
National 

Awareness 
Month

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The car won’t start.
It is an older model, but a good 

car and not too old in my book. It just 
turned 20 – years that is.

I expect things to go wrong with 
a car that old, and I know how to 
take care of its problems. But it is 
inconvenient when it does not start. 
It’s hard to go anywhere like that.

I have writ-
ten in columns 
before that I like 
older cars, even 
older than this 
one. The 1997 
and later models 
have those 
computer boards 
that mechanics 

plug into to find out what’s wrong. 
The ones made before 1996 don’t 
have them.

It does make it easier to diagnose 
a problem by just plugging a scanner 
into the car’s computer and let it 
tell you what’s wrong. I have one of 
those gadgets. They come in handy.

But why doesn’t it start? It has a 
new distributor, new battery, new 
starter. I’d bet it’s the fuel pump. 
That would take a little work to fix, 
since it is inside the fuel tank.

I never liked that car manufactur-
ers started putting fuel pumps in 
the fuel tanks. Many years ago I 
replaced one in a Chevrolet Vega 
by unbolting it and undoing two fuel 
lines. It was easy to reach, right next 
to the engine, and replacing it only 
took a  few minutes.

Now it’s a little harder, and it costs 

RAMBLINGS

Texas Renaissance Festival ticket winners
We have received a record 

number of entries to The Bulletin’s 
Texas Renaissance Festival Free 
Ticket Give-Away Contest.

We didn’t think we’d get all that 
many because of the recent flood-
ing, but our readers surprised us 
again, and we thank you for that. 

We planned to give away two 
tickets to six lucky winners, but 
because we received so many 
entries, we increased the number 

of winners to nine. Each has been 
mailed two free tickets to opening 
weekend for one day’s admission 
on either Sept. 30 or Oct. 1.

Thank you again for reading the 
paper each week and participating 
in the weekend contest. We are 
planning at least one more this 
fall and holiday season, so keep 
on reading us. The price is right, 
after all.

(Continued on Page 23)
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Did you know?

OH MY GOD! HE’S COMING AFTER US! Two teenagers made 
the mistake of hurling an egg at a bicyclist as they sped by him in a car 
in Lakeland, Fla. Not only was their victim an off-duty police lieutenant, 
but he was also an extremely fit competitive mountain biker. He roared 
after them as they turned down a side street, and called for backup on 
his cell phone. He and his fellow officers converged on them in short 
order.

YEAH, I’LL PROBABLY GET AWAY WITH THIS: A man tried 
to steal a police car in Fort Pierce, Fla., at 5 in the morning. The vehicle 
was running, and a police officer was sitting inside writing a report. The 
cop heard the guy trying to open the rear passenger door handle, and 
immediately chased him down. Drugs were said to be a factor.

WHOOO, I’M JUST AN APPARITION: A would-be robber, who 
broke into a residential building in Jinjiang, China, retreated when he 
saw a surveillance camera, and returned dressed as a ghost, shrouded 
in a curtain he had cut down on the first floor. Since police had already 
seen his face, the disguise did him no good.

HEY, THIS LOOKS LIKE A GOOD PLACE TO MAKE A 
DRUG DEAL: Two men tried to buy drugs in the parking lot of the Hart-
ford, Conn., police station from an officer who had just finished his shift. 
This one ended pretty much as you might expect.

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A man was pulled over in the 
town of Wethersfield, N.Y., because his car had no doors, no windshield, 
and no license plates. Also, an ax was embedded in the roof.  The driver 
“performed poorly on field sobriety testing.”

SACRE BLEU, ZEEZ AMERICAINS ARE SO CLEVAIR: Ten 
French teenagers, on summer vacation in America, burglarized 12 
vehicles in Secaucus, N.J., after 4 a.m. They were observed on surveil-
lance cameras, and were caught roaming the same area later in the 
morning, some of them wearing the same clothes they wore while com-
mitting the crimes.

GOOD NEWS! WE FOUND YOUR CAR! A family found a 2003 
Chevy Trailblazer buried in their back yard in Pottawatomie, County, 
Okla. The owner of the vehicle used to live on the property, and reported 
it stolen for the insurance money nearly 15 years ago, so police are very 
interested in speaking to him.

WE’RE PREDICTING A TUMULTUOUS LIFE FOR THIS 
LAD: A 10-year-old boy, who was charged with stealing a car in Daytona 
Beach, Fla., stole another car the next day after cutting off his ankle 
monitor. Police described the kid as unusually brash for someone so 
young, saying he was “flashy” with a “look-at-me attitude.”

Angleton-Danbury hospital to sponsor Passport to Health Community Health Fair on Oct. 7
Angleton-Danbury Hospital plans 

for a fun day of healthy activities for 
the family on Oct. 7.  

Activities start early, with the 
Superhero Kids Fun Run at 7:45 
a.m., and continue through early 
afternoon with a community health 
fair. 

The day will include activities and 
events for participants of all ages, 
including free health screenings, 
educational programs and talks, 
snacks and more. Explore this site 

for details, and plan to join us on the 
first Saturday in October.

Starting at 9 a.m., guests will 
be welcomed at the “Passport to 
Health” Community Health Fair, in 
and around the Professional Office 
Building II Auditorium on the Angle-
ton Danbury Campus.

Activities including health screen-
ings and information at dedicated 
stations. UTMB staff and commu-
nity resources will be available to 
answer questions you may have.

Among the screenings offered 
are:

Blood Pressure testing; Glucose 
testing; Carotid Ultrasound; EKG; 
Weigh Stations; Sleepiness Scale

Memory Screening; Balance 
testing & Grip Strength; Nutritional 
Information; Eye Screenings; My 
Chart Information; UTMB Appoint-
ment Information.

There will be information on 
healthy eating, injury prevention, a 
photo booth and more. Events are 
free (except for discounted mam-
mograms available for $140) and 
no registration or appointments are 
required to participate. Mark your 
calendar for this fun, informative 
and healthy day.

Healthy habits start young, so get 

your kids out for a heart-pumping 
good time. The Frank W. Stevens 
Center for Health and Wellness 
on the Angleton Danbury Campus 
will serve as the site for this FREE 
event. Kids under five years old can 
take part in a 250-yard dash; those 
five to twelve years have a 1-mile 
walk/run

 Registered participants will be 

given a free event T-shirt if regis-
tered by 9/15 (or while supplies 
last), and all are encourage to wear 
their superhero attire.  

Registration check-in starts at 7:
45 a.m., with races at 8:15 and 8:
30 a.m.

There also will be face painting, 
moonwalk, and other fun activities. 
Register early to reserve a shirt.

• Your brain creates enough elec-
tricity to power a lightbulb.

• The richer you are, the larger 
your social network probably is.

• America’s most popular cheese 
dish is Mac and Cheese.

• Twice as many women than 
men purposely evoke jealousy in 

their relationship.
• Being in love shows up in brain 

scans like an addiction, not an 
emotion.

• Taking a break from work or 
after class helps you retain the infor-
mation you learned. It also helps 
you relax.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. What are the odds 
on a few scientific break-
throughs for humanity 
within the next 10 years or 
so, such as establishing a 
permanent Mars colony and 
cloning humans?

A. Consultant Michael Brooks, 
writing in “New Scientist” maga-
zine, asked the experts and book-
maker PaddyPower for their input.  
For a permanent Mars colony 
by 2027, the bookie’s odds were 
33/1.  Recently, billionaire venture 
capitalist Elon Musk announced 
plans to establish a Mars colony 
in the 2020s, but astrobiologist 
Lewis Darnell is skeptical:  It’s 
an 18-month trip from Earth, and 
“Mars is a brutal and unforgiving 
environment,” a daunting place 
indeed to establish a self-govern-
ing human colony that’s food and 
energy independent. He hopes for 
a colony within 50 years but thinks 
even that is overly optimistic.

Now consider human cloning, 
with bookie’s odds at 10/1 against 
a viable human clone by 2027.  
Cows, mice, chickens and, most 
famously, sheep have been suc-
cessfully cloned, but with humans, 
many technical hurdles remain. 
“Cloning is hard to perfect and live 

births are elusive.”  For example, 
it took 277 attempts to clone 
Dolly, the first sheep, that lived 
to adulthood, mated and gave 
birth to lambs normally. However, 
she developed osteoarthritis and 
died from a lung disease at the 
relatively young age of 6.

Moreover, in primates, struc-
tures vital for cell division sit very 
close to the cell nucleus and tend 
to get damaged during extraction, 
leading to potentially “catastrophic 
errors.”  As UK researcher Alison 
Murdoch sees it, the bookie’s 
assessment seems rather opti-
mistic.  “As a scientist, I can’t ever 
say never, but I estimate the odds 
being close to zero.”

Q. Goop or no goop, 
what’s the marvel inside a 
pig’s ear that you might like 
to hear about?

A. “The self-cleaning marvel 
known as earwax may turn 
the dust particles it traps into 
agents of their own disposal,” 
says Susan Milius in “Science 
News” magazine. Researcher 
Zac Zachow believes that the ear 
canal secretion protects ears from 
accumulating too much debris 
from airborne particles as it coats 
hairs and pastes them into a loose 
net. Though the process is not yet 
fully understood, it’s believed that 

bits of particle-dirtied wax leave 
the ear, having trapped more and 
more dust and in the process 
turned the earwax from gooey to 
crumbly. A rough demonstration 
by Zachow and Georgia Tech’s 
Alexis Noel involved mixing 
flour into a gob of pig’s earwax, 
eventually turning the lump from 
stickier to drier, with crumbs fray-
ing away at the edges. Perhaps 
jaw motions help to loosen these 
crumbs.

And perhaps, Noel suggests, 
further earwax testing “might 
someday inspire new ways of 
reducing dust building in machin-
ery such as home air-filtration 
systems.”

Q. Dinner at home with 
fresh Maine lobster as the 
centerpiece what a treat. 
Yet this delicacy, priced 
at about $15 a pound, was 
once reserved for the poor. 
What’s the story here?

A. According to essayist David 
Foster Wallace, before it was pos-
sible to ship live lobster around 
the world, “the crustaceans were 
killed before they were cooked… 
and precooked lobster meat 
hermetically sealed doesn’t taste 
very good,” reports Dan Lewis 
in his book “Now I Know.”  But 
this cheap, protein-rich meat 
was perfect for feeding prison 
inmates and indentured servants. 
In fact, some states had rules that 
inmates couldn’t be fed canned 
lobster meat more than once a 
week, and contracts covering 
indentured servants often limited 
the lobster meals to no more than 
twice weekly.

All of that changed, of course, 
once lobsters could be trans-
ported live over long distances.  
In the 1880s, they became much 
sought after in Boston and New 
York, and over the next few 
decades the custom spread until 
lobsters now have the status of a 
high-priced delicacy.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
Please tell our advertisers that you 

saw their ads in The Bulletin.
• Frequent small pleasures, like 

lattes or pedicures, provides more 
happiness than infrequent large 
ones like sports cars or vacations.
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DriveTexas.org proves invaluable during Hurricane Harvey
AUSTIN – With more than 500 

state roadway closures during the 
height of Hurricane Harvey, the 
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation’s DriveTexas.org website 
was visited more than 5 million 
times as drivers searched to check 
road conditions, find alternate 
routes and see closures on state 
roadways.

“We’ve always been proud of 
DriveTexas.org as a resource for 
guiding drivers across Texas, but 
we had never relied on it more 
than we did in the days following 
Hurricane Harvey,” said TxDOT 
Executive Director James Bass. 
“During the storm, DriveTexas.org 
was visited by a record number 
of people trying to safely navigate 
to their destinations. The real-
time updates, which are made 
by TxDOT team members in the 
field, kept pace with fast-moving 
conditions and were invaluable to 

thousands of travelers and emer-
gency responders who otherwise 
may not have known where to turn 
for accurate information.”

DriveTexas.org is an industry 
leader in providing some of the 
most accurate and up-to-date 
travel-related information avail-
able to drivers in Texas. The site, 
always available to people seeking 
information, also offers a toll-free 
phone number (800-452-9292) 
that provides the same information 
24/7. Along with 5 million website 
visits since Harvey made landfall 
on August 24, the toll-free TxDOT 
Travel Information Line received 
more than 163,000 calls.

Information presented on 
DriveTexas.org is as close to real 
time as possible and is a vital tool 
for the public during emergency 
situations when information about 
road closures is being shared. Along 
with finding road closures, the site 

offers information about construc-
tion zones, flooding, damage and 
accidents.

DriveTexas.org Features
• DriveTexas.org allows drivers 

to personalize their travels in and 
around the state. The following 
services can be found on this site:

• Map legend allowing travelers 
to look up what type of travel con-
ditions are along a specific route 
(i.e., construction, road closures, 
ice/snow, etc.)

• Traffic camera icons linking 
to local sites with traffic cameras, 
congestion data, incident reports 
and more detailed information in 
select locations

• Travel Information Center and 
Safety Rest Area icons including 
the location of facility, details on 
amenities, phone number and 
hours of operation

• Link to allow users to provide 
feedback

San Bernard River Watershed Protection 
Plan approved, ready for implementation

The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) has announced that the 
San Bernard Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) has been approved by the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), accepted by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, and is ready to move forward with plan 
implementation.

The San Bernard River does not meet the state water quality standard for 
contact recreation due to elevated levels of fecal waste in the water, repre-
senting an increased risk of illness for people using the river for recreational 
activities. The WPP identifies sources of pollution in the watershed, and rec-
ommends voluntary measures based on priorities established by stakehold-
ers for improving water quality in the project area.

“Project stakeholders really drove this effort,” said Justin Bower, H-GAC 
Project Manager. “We’ve been really fortunate to work with such a dedicated 
group. H-GAC looks forward to finding opportunities for continued collabora-
tion with our local partners as the plan is implemented.”

Many stakeholders contributed to the development of the WPP and have 
already begun implementation activities. The Friends of the River San 
Bernard have been active in resident education and outreach activities. Local 
agricultural agencies provided educational opportunities for landowners and 
agricultural producers, and maintenance courses for homeowners with on-
site sewage systems. Brazoria County is working to secure RESTORE Act 
funding to reopen the mouth of the San Bernard.

Did you know about the San Bernard?
• San Bernard River flows from a spring near New Ulm, Texas to its mouth 

on the Gulf of Mexico, some 120 miles (190 km) to the southeast of the 
source. Its principal tributary is Caney Creek. The river is one of a small 
number of rivers in Texas which empties directly into the Gulf.

• The River drains approximately 1,850 square miles of land, and its basin 
area is home to approximately 87,000 people.
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The Alvin Community College Student Government Association collected signatures from students and staff 
members on September 11. The signatures were a show of thanks for local first responders, and they were presented 
to ACC Police, Alvin Police Department, Alvin EMS, Alvin Fire Department and the Brazoria County Sheriff’s Office.

ACC recognizes first responders on September 11 anniversaryTexas unemployment rate down to 4.2%
AUSTIN - The Texas economy expanded for the 14th consecutive month 

with the addition of 5,500 seasonally adjusted non-farm jobs in August. 
Texas’ seasonally adjusted unemployment rate fell to 4.2 percent, down 

from 4.3 percent in July. Annual employment growth for Texas was 2.5 
percent, which was more than double the annual growth rate set the previ-
ous year.

“Texas employers added 298,600 jobs over the year in the diverse 
and competitive Texas economy,” said TWC Chairman Andres Alcantar. 
“TWC is dedicated to building and deploying the partnerships necessary 
to support the rebuilding of our Texas communities impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey and to put our fellow Texans back to work.”

The Trade, Transportation, and Utilities Industry recorded the largest 
private-industry gain over the month with 9,100 jobs added. Construction 
expanded by 2,600 jobs, adding 15,200 jobs over the year. Manufactur-
ing saw an increase of 2,200 jobs in August, representing a 4.2 percent 
employment growth rate over the year, the industry’s highest annual 
growth rate since March 2012.

“Private-sector employment was strong over the year with an increase 
in overall jobs of 270,800, including 4,400 jobs added in August,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing Employers Ruth R. Hughs. “After the 
devastating impacts of Hurricane Harvey, TWC and our Workforce Solu-
tions partners are committed to ensuring our state resources and services 
are provided to impacted Texas businesses, individuals, and communities 
to help get Texans get back to work and regain their lives.”

The Amarillo Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) recorded the month’s 
lowest unemployment rate among Texas MSAs with a non-seasonally 
adjusted rate of 3.1 percent, followed by the Midland MSA with a rate of 
3.2 percent and the Austin-Round Rock MSA with a rate of 3.4 percent for 
August.
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Did you know?
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John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 

information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. on 

Tuesday.
Our 24th year of publishing!

Drivers, Class-A: Immedi-
ate Openings! All Miles Paid, 
.85++ per loaded mile! 100% 
PAID Health, Dental, Vision and 
More for EVERY Employee! 
21yoa with 1yr Class-A CDL 
(HazMat & Tank Exp. NOT Req) 
Call Martin Transport: Baytown: 
855-252-1634; Channelview:  
855-395-4532

How BC students can win a new car
Brazosport College recently 

launched its 2017 Strive 2 Drive 
student success initiative in the 
College’s Student Pavilion. 

The event was held on the first 
day of fall semester classes.

During the campaign launch, 
students were treated to ice cream 
and cake, while learning more 
about the Strive 2 Drive initiative. 
Students were also able to spin the 
prize wheel for opportunities to win 
prizes.

With its new Strive 2 Drive 
incentive program, Brazosport 
College will be awarding a new 
Honda Civic automobile to one 
lucky student. 

All students enrolled in at least 
six credit hours per semester in 
Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 will be 
eligible for the big prize. 

The Strive 2 Drive program is 
based on participation activities in 
and out of the classroom and will 
operate on a defined point system, 
with points assigned based on the 
length, importance and educational 
value of the activities. 

The highest point earner at the 
end of the academic year will earn 
an additional prize.

Every participating student will 
be entered into a drawing for the 
grand prize, a new Honda Civic.

This is one of Brazosport 
College’s biggest promotions ever. 
Making it possible are sponsors 
Honda of Lake Jackson, The 
Dow Chemical Company – Texas 
Operations, Freeport LNG, BASF 
and MEGlobal.

More details can be found at 
www.brazosport.edu/strive2drive.

Author to talk about her book 
at Lake Jackson Library Oct. 5

Terry Homberg, a Brazoria 
County native who was born in 
Freeport and grew up in Lake Jack-
son, will talk about her debut novel 
“Just Pray for Jo,” written under 
the name Terry Luke, at the Lake 
Jackson Library on Thursday, Oct. 5 
from 6-7 p.m. 

The library is lcoated at 250 
Circle Way. 

She will talk about her novel, 
which is set in a small Texas town 
at the time of the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor and the influences and 
experiences that led to her evolution 
as a writer.

Holmberg has published short 

fiction and poetry in “Grasslands 
Review,” “New Texas Fiction,” and 
the “Concho River Review,” among 
others. 

She has a B.A. in English from 
the University of Texas at Austin 
and an M.A. in Literature from the 
University of Houston/Clear Lake.

The event is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
contact the Lake Jackson Library at 
(979) 415- 2590.

• Talking to yourself is very 
common,, and studies show that 
students who talk to themselves 
tend to do better at school.

• Women who use their appear-
ance as a basis for self-worth tend 
to post more photos of themselves 
online.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t give up on Bible study group
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I joined a small group 
Bible study at our church, 
but now I wish I hadn’t. I’m 
not an outgoing person and 
I never have anything to 
contribute to the discus-
sion. I’d like to learn more 
about the Bible, but would 
it be wrong for me to drop 
out? - Mrs. M.W. 

A: I’m very thankful you want 
to learn more about the Bible; the 
more we let its truth sink into our 
hearts and minds, the more God 
will use it to change our lives. As 
the Bible says, “The word of God 
is alive and active” (Hebrews 4:
12).

Don’t give up on this group; if 
members are truly studying the 
Bible, you can learn from this 
experience. How can you get 
more out of it? Let me suggest 
three steps that might help you. 
First, pray, asking God to help you 
understand the passage(s) you’ll 

be reading together. Then, pre-
pare. Find out what the group will 
be reading next week, then study it 
and become familiar with it. Finally, 
practice; that is, pay attention to 
what’s being said (even taking 
notes), then recall it afterward and 
apply it to your life.

Let me urge you also not to 
worry because you aren’t adding to 
the discussion. The important thing 
isn’t to make an impression on 
others, but to allow God to make 
an impression on us through His 
Word. As you become acquainted 
with the group (and also as you 
become more familiar with the 
Bible) you may feel more comfort-
able contributing.

As a footnote, I hope you’ll also 
take advantage of other opportuni-
ties to discover the Bible - through 
your pastor’s sermons, through 
gifted Bible teachers on Christian 
radio, and so forth. The Psalmist 
prayed, “Give me understanding 
to learn your commands” (Psalm 
119:73).

Tribune Media Services 

CHI St. Luke’s Health Brazos-
port Health Foundation Board of 
Directors is pleased to introduce the 
2017 Thorpe Scholarship recipient, 
Melissa Johnson. 

Ms. Johnson was chosen from 
five applicants based on academic 
achievement and financial need.

Melissa’s community involvement 
is extensive throughout the years. 
She is a single mom and a hard 
worker at whatever she does. 

Being able to attend the nursing 
program has been a long-term goal 
for her and being chosen for the 
Thorpe Scholarship will lessen the 
burden financially, giving her more 
time to concentrate on her studies. 
Upon graduation, she hopes to work 
in the hospital’s Emergency Depart-
ment.

The Thorpe Scholarship assists in 
removing financial barriers for those 
interested in pursuing a nursing 
career. The full scholarship helps 
with tuition, books and some living 
expenses. 

It was established in 2007 to 
honor Mrs. Adelaide Thorpe for her 
many years of service to the Hospi-
tal, as an original pink lady volun-
teer in 1958, later a Hospital Board 
Member, and a Brazosport Health 
Foundation Board Member.

Thorpe Scholarship awarded to local nursing student

Melissa Johnson (left) receives the 2017 Thorpe Scholarship from Al 
Guevara, Jr., president and CEO of CHI St. Luke’s Health Brazosport.

Risks youths face when 
getting tattoos, piercings
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — Recognizing 
a growing trend, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics released its 
first report on tattoos and pierc-
ings, warning parents and teens of 
rare but possible risks, and offering 
safety tips.

The report will be published in 
the October issue of the journal 
Pediatrics.

The authors note a 2014 survey 
that shows 76 percent of 2,700 
people with a tattoo or piercing 
believe it hurt their chances of 
getting a job, according to an AAP 
release announcing the report.

The report also explains how the 
rate of complications, mainly infec-
tion, is unknown, and advises teens 
to research a facility before getting 
a tattoo or piercing, the release 
states. Facilities should be clean 
and offer tips on how to care for a 
tattoo or piercing.
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and told her about it. She listened 
politely and then told me that I 
wasn’t born in that hospital at all.  
She said that I was apparently 
standing in front of the old I&GN 
Railroad hospital, which had nothing 
to do with us since our father hadn’t 
worked for the railroad. The building 
where I was born, she said, was 
several blocks away.

Diane had been nearly a 
teenager when I arrived, so she 
undoubtedly knew what she was 
talking about.  I tried to follow her 
directions but never found anything 
that looked like it might have once 
been a hospital.  

Except, that is, for the one that 
was built a few months after my 
birth and was standing vacant amid 
weeds and bushes that were quickly 
consuming it. Palestine obviously 
goes through hospitals with an 

aggressive appetite.
So, the circumstances of my 

birth appear to be hazy.  Not the 
actual, biological part, since I have 
to assume I made my entrance in 
the same way that many billions of 
humans had before and since.  The 
precise geography is the crux of the 
conundrum.

I know I was born at six a.m. on 
the twelfth of May in 1952, less than 
a month before Queen Elizabeth 
– the second, not the first – was 
crowned in England and seven 
months before Ike – the president, 
not the hurricane – was elected.

My birth certificate states that I 
was delivered by R. H. Bell, M.D. 
in something called the Palestine 
Sanitarium. Which has always been 
a little off-putting, to tell you the 
truth, since I’ve always equated 
sanitariums with gothic mansions 
behind tall iron gates where lunatics 

and people with horrible diseases 
were stashed away.  But that’s what 
the public hospital in Palestine was 
called in that era, so that’s what’s 
written in slanting cursive on my 
official record.

In an attempt to locate the hal-
lowed ground, I telephoned Deloris 
Stroud in Palestine.  Miss Deloris, 
now deceased, was the mother of 
Jim Bob and Tim, two of my boy-
hood friends, one of whom I had 
to conclude had been born in that 
sanitarium as well.  She said it had 
been on Neches Street, somewhere 
across from Dr. Bell’s house.  So 
he’d had only to step across the 
road from his front door to pull me 
into existence; he probably hurried 
over there to do it between cups of 
coffee after his breakfast.

Miss Deloris told me that hospital 
had been gone for years.  And why 
wouldn’t it have been?  Why should 
any of this work out to my satisfac-
tion?

I might as well face the fact that 
I will never lay eyes on the exact 
location of my birth.  The single, 
faded photo I located on the internet 
is of a dismal, white stucco building 
not much larger than a two-story 
house, and not nearly as attractive 
as the railroad hospital. Nothing of 
it remains.

It’s a good thing that I’m not a 
member of that tribe on some island 
in the South Pacific that I once read 
about where old people try to make 
it back to the exact spot where they 
were born when it’s time for them 
to die. So, I guess, they can end 
up where they started out, sort of 
like getting off the train at the same 
station where you got on it.  Talk 

about wrapping things up neatly in a 
full circle.

If I were in that tribe, I wouldn’t 
know where to report when the time 
comes.

I teach writing workshops on 
occasion to people who want to 
pen their memoirs. Since that trip 
to Palestine I encourage them to 
have their facts, and their build-
ings, in order before writing a single 
sentence.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Why my life will never come full circle
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know about hospitals
• Nation’s First Hospital. Pennsylvania Hospital was founded in 1751 

by Dr. Thomas Bond and Benjamin Franklin “to care for the sick-poor and 
insane who were wandering the streets of Philadelphia.” At the time, Phila-
delphia was the fastest growing city in the 13 colonies.

• The voluntary hospital movement began in the early 18th century, with 
hospitals being founded in London by the 1710s and 20s, including Westmin-
ster Hospital (1719) promoted by the private bank C. Hoare & Co and Guy’s 
Hospital (1724) funded from the bequest of the wealthy merchant, Thomas 
Guy.

• Texas has 365 hospitals, the most in any state. Californa is is second 
with 364, New York with 214 and Florida with 211.  Pennsylvania follows with 
188, Ohio with 150 and Illinois with 144.
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extra mechanic hours to get to it.
The car refusing to start is a 

Honda Civic with 350,000 miles 
on it, but it has a remanufactured 
engine. The engine replacement 
was not the car’s fault. A family 
member decided a few years ago 
to drive it without oil. That’s not a 
good idea I found a good deal on a 
rebuilt engine and had the melted 
one replaced.

Older cars have to be watched 
carefully. They’re not for everyone. 
That’s why I got a new one for the 
wife. She likes those new,  low-mile-
age vehicles – says they are more 
reliable, which I could dispute, but 
won’t.

Still, it’s not starting, so I left it 
where it was overnight. When I 
returned the next day and tried to 
start it again before I called a tow 
truck , it fired right up. Go figure.

I drove it to the repair shop, 
counting my lucky stars, since I just 
saved the towing fee. 

Maybe it fixed itself, I thought. 
Maybe it’s not going to cost any-
thing. It was just a little whatever 
it was, and now it’s good again. I 
drove to the repair shop anyway, 
where I parked it and shut it off.

Then I tried to start it again. It’s a 

good thing I drove it to the shop.
What was it, I asked the 

mechanic when I picked the car up 
a few days later. They had trouble 
locating a part, or it would have 
been ready the next day.

“The coolant temperature sensor 
was bad,” he said. “It was sensing 
that the car was overheating and 
would not let it start.”

I never would have guessed it.
Why do cars need coolant 

temperature sensors, anyway? In 
the old days we knew the car was 
overheating and stopped to put 
more water in the radiator. We didn’t 
need a sensor. The temperature 
gauge told us that much.

“So, if I shut it off, it will start back 

up now?” I asked.
“Everytime,” came the reply.
It started right up. But the con-

fidence level in the car has to be 
rebuilt to pre-breakdown levels. It’s 
a psychological thing. I parked it in 
the driveway and shut it off. Then I 
turned it on again. Just like new. 

That little sensor malfunction cost 
a few dollars though. 

Sometimes I think car manu-
facturers put all these sensors in 
cars, even in older ones like my 
Honda, so that they can fail and be 
replaced. Maybe I should get a car 
without all these modern gadgets. 

Wonder what happened to my 
1968 Buick Skylark? I should never 
have traded it in.

(Continued from Page 1)

Older cars are great until one of their sensors makes no sense



Page 10  THE BULLETIN  September 26, 2017    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

Going up the Eiffel Tower is 
one of the great travel thrills in 
Europe. Sure, it’s crowded and 
expensive, and there are probably 
better views in Paris. But once you 
make the eye-popping ascent - and 
ear-popping descent - you’ll be in 
the exclusive society of some 250 
million people who have made the 
Eiffel Tower one of the most visited 
monuments in the world.

The first visitors ascended in 
1889, the year the Paris World’s 
Fair opened with the tower as its 
grand centerpiece. Put together like 
an 18,000-piece erector set, made 
of iron beams 
held together with 
2.5 million rivets, 
the tower was a 
pure showpiece, with no functional 
purpose. It was meant to demon-
strate to the world that France had 
the know-how and money to erect 
the tallest structure in the world. 

Remarkably, the original plan was 
to dismantle the tower at the fair’s 
end. But designer Gustave Eiffel 
- an inveterate tinkerer - happened 
to include a radio antenna and 
telegraph transmitters at the top, 
and the French government decided 
they made the tower too useful to 
tear down. (The French ended up 
using one of the transmitters to 
jam German radio communications 
during World War I.)

From the beginning, Eiffel 
planned the tower to accommodate 
hordes of visitors, and it’s always 
had elevators. But elevator technol-
ogy was new in the late 19th cen-
tury, so engineer Eiffel - who could 
make just about anything - subcon-
tracted the work out. No one had 
ever tried running an elevator car 
on an angle as the tower’s curved 
legs required. Today’s elevators 
make about 100 round-trip journeys 
a day to the tower’s three viewing 
platforms.

To visit this 1,000-foot-tall orna-
ment today, you’ll battle crowds 
and pay about $20 per person (for 
elevator to the top) - but it’s well 
worth it. Here are my tips for making 
it fun and memorable:

BOOK TICKETS IN 
ADVANCE: Those who just show 
up waste lots of time in line. That’s 
a shame, especially when it’s fast 

and easy to book a reservation 
online (www.toureiffel.paris). It’s 
worth spending five minutes to book 
a ticket to save an hour (or more) 
standing in horribly long lines. Be 
sure to reserve well ahead for peak 
times such as summer; dates open 
up about three months out. 

LEARN THE TOWER LAYOUT: 
The tower has three levels with 
observation platforms, at roughly 
200, 400, and 900 feet, all con-
nected by elevators and stairs. 
But there isn’t a single elevator 
straight to the top (“le sommet”). To 
get there, you’ll ride an elevator or 
climb 775 steps to the second level, 
where you’ll line up for the next 

elevator to the 
very top. Don’t 
skip the first 
level: Venture 

onto its vertigo-inducing glass floor 
to experience what it’s like to stand 
atop an 18-story building. 

HOW HIGH IS HIGH 
ENOUGH? Tickets are sold 
according to how high you’ll go. 
Ticket options include riding the 
elevators to the very top, riding only 
as far as the second level, or climb-
ing the stairs to the first or second 
level. By all means, go to the top 
- but for me, the best views are from 
the second level - high enough to 
see all of Paris, but low enough to 
pick out distinguishing landmarks.

A WORD OF CAUTION: 
Street thieves plunder awestruck 
visitors gawking below the tower, 
and tourists in crowded elevators 
are like fish in a barrel for predatory 
pickpockets.

SAVING TIME: The tower is 
notorious for its elevator lines - both 
up and down. I’ll tolerate the lines to 
ride the elevator up, but I prefer to 
take the stairs down. You’ll need to 
take the elevator from the top down 
to the second level, but can use 
the stairs down from there. It takes 
about five minutes to walk between 
each level - much faster than the 
elevator line.

WHEN TO GO: For the best of 
all worlds, arrive close to sundown 
to see the views, then stay as it gets 
dark to see the lights. At the top of 
the hour, a five-minute display fea-
tures thousands of sparkling lights 
lassoing the tower. However impres-
sive it may be by day, the tower is 
an awesome thing to behold at twi-

light, when darkness fully envelops 
the city, and the tower is enveloped 
by its spectacular light show.

A SECRET APARTMENT: 
Few people realize that Gustave 
Eiffel built himself a little hideaway 
apartment on the top level of the 
tower. Eiffel used the plush space 

for quiet reflection and occasional 
visitors, and resisted all offers to 
rent it out. (Visitors can peer inside 
the still-furnished space.)

Once back on the ground, you’ll 
appreciate the tower’s romance and 
engineering even more. For a final 
look, stroll across the Seine River 

and look back for great views of the 
defining symbol of Paris. 

(Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.) (c)2017 RICK STEVES

Rick Steve’s Europe

 Parisian views are best from the Eiffel Tower’s second level - it’s closer to the sights than the third level but 
high enough to see all of the city. Stairs can be taken to the second level. (Cathy Lu, Rick Steves’ Europe)

View from the top: The Eiffel Tower

Fascinating facts about the Eiffel Tower
There’s a champagne bar 

at the top
If you’re brave enough to reach 

the top of the Tower, reward your-
self with a glass of champagne 
from the Champagne Bar built into 
the top floor. 

There’s a military bunker 
underneath the Eiffel Tower

Underneath the Tower’s south 
pillar sits a snug bit of history—a 
secret military bunker that may 
connect to the nearby Ecole Mili-
taire via a long tunnel. The bunker 
has now been turned into a small 
museum.

Hitler ordered the Eiffel 
Tower to be destroyed

When Germany occupied 
France during the second World 
War, Hitler ordered that the Eiffel 
Tower be torn down, but the order 
was never followed through. 
French resistance fighters got 

their revenge, though—they cut 
the Tower’s elevator cables so the 
Nazis were forced to climb the stairs 
to hoist their flag.

The Eiffel Tower was sup-
posed to be torn down after 
20 years

As mentioned before, the Tower 
was built with the intent of show-
ing off France’s industrial prowess 
during the World’s Fair, but the 
plan was to tear it down after 20 
years. Eiffel had cleverly put a radio 
antenna and wireless telegraph 
transmitter in the Tower, and the 
government eventually decided it 
was too useful to demolish.

Gustave Eiffel didn’t design 
the tower

While Eiffel earned the naming 
rights for the Tower, it was actually 
two men who worked for his com-
pany — Maurice Koechlin and Emile 
Nouguier — who drew the original 

design, according to Live Science. 
The two engineers teamed up 
with French architect, Stephen 
Sauvestre, on the plans for the 
monument and entered them 
into a contest to choose the main 
attraction of the World’s Fair.

There’s a post office in 
the Eiffel Tower

Tucked into the first floor of 
the Tower next to the gift shops, 
there is a tiny post office. Pick up 
une carte postale and a stamp 
and have it mailed from the Eiffel 
Tower’s post office, and it will be 
delivered with the unique post-
mark.

It takes a lot of work to 
keep the Eiffel Tower look-
ing good.

Every seven years, around 
50 tons of paint are applied to 
the tower. It not only keeps the 
so-called Iron Lady (La dame de 
fer) looking good, but it also helps 
keep the iron from rusting.
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Research consistently shows that drinking alcoholic beverages – beer, 
wine, and liquor – increases a woman’s risk of hormone-receptor-positive 
breast cancer. Alcohol can increase levels of estrogen and other hor-
mones associated with hormone-receptor-positive breast cancer. Alcohol 
also may increase breast cancer risk by damaging DNA in cells.

Compared to women who don’t drink at all, women who have three 
alcoholic drinks per week have a 15% higher risk of breast cancer. Experts 
estimate that the risk of breast cancer goes up another 10% for each 
additional drink women regularly have each day.

Teen and tween girls aged 9 to 15 who drink three to five drinks a week 
have three times the risk of developing benign breast lumps. (Certain 
categories of non-cancerous breast lumps are associated with a higher 
risk of breast cancer later in life.)

Drinking increases breast cancer risk

Centers of Disease Control 
Studies have shown that your 

risk for breast cancer is due to a 
combination of factors. 

The main factors that influence 
your risk include being a woman 
and getting older. Most breast can-
cers are found in women who are 
50 years old or older.

Some women will get breast 

cancer even without any other risk 
factors that they know of. Having a 
risk factor does not mean you will 
get the disease, and not all risk fac-
tors have the same effect. 

Most women have some risk 
factors, but most women do not get 
breast cancer. If you have breast 
cancer risk factors, talk with your 
doctor about ways you can lower 

your risk and about screening for 
breast cancer. Risk factors include:

Getting older. The risk for 
breast cancer increases with age; 
most breast cancers are diagnosed 
after age 50.

Genetic mutations. Inherited 
changes (mutations) to certain 
genes, such as BRCA1 and BRCA2. 
Women who have inherited these 

genetic changes are at higher risk of 
breast and ovarian cancer.

Early menstrual period. 
Women who start their periods 
before age 12 are exposed to 
hormones longer, raising the risk for 
breast cancer by a small amount.

Late or no pregnancy. 
Having the first pregnancy after 
age 30 and never having a full-term 
pregnancy can raise breast cancer 
risk.

Starting menopause after 
age 55. Like starting one’s period 
early, being exposed to estrogen 
hormones for a longer time later 
in life also raises the risk of breast 
cancer.

Not being physically 
active. Women who are not physi-
cally active have a higher risk of 
getting breast cancer.

Being overweight or obese 
after menopause. Older women 
who are overweight or obese have a 
higher risk of getting breast cancer 
than those at a normal weight.

Having dense breasts. Dense 
breasts have more connective 
tissue than fatty tissue, which can 
sometimes make it hard to see 
tumors on a mammogram. Women 
with dense breasts are more likely 
to get breast cancer.

Using combination hor-
mone therapy. Taking hormones 
to replace missing estrogen and 
progesterone in menopause for 
more than five years raises the risk 
for breast cancer. The hormones 
that have been shown to increase 
risk are estrogen and progestin 
when taken together.

Taking oral contraceptives 
(birth control pills). Certain 
forms of oral contraceptive pills 
have been found to raise breast 

cancer risk.
Personal history of breast 

cancer. Women who have had 
breast cancer are more likely to get 
breast cancer a second time.

Personal history of cer-
tain non-cancerous breast 
diseases. Some non-cancerous 
breast diseases such as atypical 
hyperplasia or lobular carcinoma in 
situ are associated with a higher risk 
of getting breast cancer.

Family history of breast 
cancer. A woman’s risk for breast 
cancer is higher if she has a mother, 
sister, or daughter (first-degree rela-
tive) or multiple family members on 
either her mother’s or father’s side 
of the family who have had breast 
cancer. Having a first-degree male 
relative with breast cancer also 
raises a woman’s risk.

Previous treatment using 
radiation therapy. Women who 
had radiation therapy to the chest 
or breasts (like for treatment of 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma) before age 30 
have a higher risk of getting breast 
cancer later in life.

Women who took the drug 
diethylstilbestrol (DES), which 
was given to some pregnant women 
in the United States between 1940 
and 1971 to prevent miscarriage, 
have a higher risk. Women whose 
mothers took DES while pregnant 
with them are also at risk.

Drinking alcohol. Studies 
show that a woman’s risk for breast 
cancer increases with the more 
alcohol she drinks.

Research suggests that other 
factors, such as smoking, being 
exposed to chemicals that can 
cause cancer, and night-shift 
working also may increase breast 
cancer risk.

Breast cancer risk factors vary, but the most prevalent is being 50 years old or older
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Different people have different symptoms of breast cancer. Some people 
do not have any signs or symptoms at all. A person may find out they have 
breast cancer after a routine mammogram. Some warning signs of breast 
cancer are:

• New lump in the breast or underarm (armpit).
• Thickening or swelling of part of the breast.
• Irritation or dimpling of breast skin.
• Redness or flaky skin in the nipple area or the breast.
• Pulling in of the nipple or pain in the nipple area.
• Nipple discharge other than breast milk, including blood.
• Any change in the size or the shape of the breast.
• Pain in any area of the breast.
Keep in mind that these symptoms can happen with other conditions that 

are not cancer.
If you have any signs or symptoms that worry you, be sure to see your 

doctor right away.
What Is a Normal Breast?
No breast is typical. What is normal for you may not be normal for another 

woman. Most women say their breasts feel lumpy or uneven. The way your 
breasts look and feel can be affected by getting your period, having children, 
losing or gaining weight, and taking certain medications. Breasts also tend to 
change as you age. For more information, see the National Cancer Institute’s 
Understanding Breast Changes: A Health Guide for Women.

What Do Lumps in My Breast Mean?
Many conditions can cause lumps in the breast, including cancer. But most 

breast lumps are caused by other medical conditions. The two most common 
causes of breast lumps are fibrocystic breast condition and cysts. Fibrocystic 
condition causes noncancerous changes in the breast that can make them 
lumpy, tender, and sore. Cysts are small fluid-filled sacs that can develop in 
the breast.

What are the breast cancer symptoms?

About 1 in 8 U.S. women — about 12 percent — will develop invasive breast cancer over the 
course of her lifetime. In 2017, an estimated 252,710 new cases of invasive breast cancer are 
expected to be diagnosed in women in the U.S., along with 63,410 new cases of non-invasive 
breast cancer.
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What can you do to reduce my risk of breast cancer?
Many factors over the course of 

a lifetime can influence your breast 
cancer risk. You can’t change some 
factors, such as getting older or 
your family history, but you can help 
lower your risk of breast cancer by 
taking care of your health in the 
following ways:

• Keep a healthy weight.
• Exercise regularly (at least four 

hours a week).
• Research shows that lack of 

nighttime sleep can be a risk factor.
• Don’t drink alcohol, or limit 

alcoholic drinks to no more than one 
per day.

• Avoid exposure to chemicals 
that can cause cancer (carcinogens) 
and chemicals that interfere with the 
normal function of the body.

• Limit exposure to radiation from 
medical imaging tests like X-rays, 
CT scans, and PET scans if not 
medically necessary.

• If you are taking, or have been 
told to take, hormone replacement 
therapy or oral contraceptives (birth 
control pills), ask your doctor about 
the risks and find out if it is right for 
you.

• Breastfeed any children you 
may have, if possible.

If you have a family history of 
breast cancer or inherited changes 
in your BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes, 
you may be at high risk for getting 

breast cancer. Talk to your doctor 
about more ways to lower your risk.

Staying healthy throughout your 
life will lower your risk of developing 
cancer, and improve your chances 
of surviving cancer if it occurs.

What is breast cancer screening?
Breast cancer screening means checking a woman’s breasts for cancer 

before there are signs or symptoms of the disease. 
The Breast Cancer Screening Chart compares recommendations from 

several leading organizations. All women need to be informed by their health 
care provider about the best screening options for them. 

When you are told about the benefits and risks and decide with your 
health care provider what screening test, if any, is right for you, this is called 
informed and shared decision-making.

Although breast cancer screening cannot prevent breast cancer, it can 
help find breast cancer early, when it is easier to treat. Talk to your doctor 
about which breast cancer screening tests are right for you, and when you 
should have them.
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Breast cancer 
screening 

recommendations
The United States Preventive 

Services Task Force (USPSTF) is 
an organization made up of doctors 
and disease experts who look at 
research on the best way to prevent 
diseases and make recommenda-
tions on how doctors can help 
patients avoid diseases or find them 
early.

The USPSTF recommends that 

women who are 50 to 74 years old 
and are at average risk for breast 
cancer get a mammogram every 
two years. Women who are 40 to 
49 years old should talk to their 
doctor or other health care profes-
sional about when to start and how 
often to get a mammogram. Women 
should weigh the benefits and risks 
of screening tests when deciding 
whether to begin getting mammo-
grams at age 40.

Mammogram
A mammogram is an X-ray of 

the breast. Mammograms are the 
best way to find breast cancer early, 

when it is easier to treat and before 
it is big enough to feel or cause 
symptoms. Having regular mam-
mograms can lower the risk of dying 
from breast cancer.

Breast Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging 
(MRI)

A breast MRI uses magnets and 
radio waves to take pictures of 

the breast. MRI is used along with 
mammograms to screen women 
who are at high risk for getting 
breast cancer. Because breast MRIs 
may appear abnormal even when 
there is no cancer, it is not used for 
women at average risk.

Where Can I Go to Get 
Screened?

You can get screened for breast 

cancer at a clinic, hospital, or 
doctor’s office. If you want to be 
screened for breast cancer, call your 
doctor’s office. 

They can help you schedule an 
appointment.

Most health insurance plans are 
required to cover mammograms 
every one to two years for women 
beginning at age 40 with no out-of-
pocket cost (like a co-pay, deduct-
ible, or co-insurance).

Breast self-exam can help detect lumps
Being familiar with how your breasts look and feel can help you notice 

symptoms such as lumps, pain, or changes in size that may be of concern. 
These could include changes found during a breast self-exam. You should 
report any changes that you notice to your doctor or health care provider.

Having a clinical breast exam or doing a breast self-exam has not been 
found to lower the risk of dying from breast cancer.

A mammogram is an X-ray picture of the breast. Doctors use a mammo-
gram to look for early signs of breast cancer. Regular mammograms are the 
best tests doctors have to find breast cancer early, sometimes up to three 
years before it can be felt.

How is a mammogram done?
You will stand in front of a special X-ray machine. A technologist will place 

your breast on a clear plastic plate. Another plate will firmly press your breast 
from above. The plates will flatten the breast, holding it still while the X-ray is 
being taken. 

You will feel some pressure. The steps are repeated to make a side view 
of the breast. The other breast will be X-rayed in the same way. You will then 
wait while the technologist checks the four X-rays to make sure the pictures 
do not need to be re-done. 

Keep in mind that the technologist cannot tell you the results of your mam-
mogram. Each woman’s mammogram may look a little different because all 
breasts are a little different.

What does having a mammogram feel like?
Having a mammogram is uncomfortable for most women. Some women 

find it painful. A mammogram takes only a few moments, though, and the 
discomfort is over soon. What you feel depends on the skill of the technolo-
gist, the size of your breasts, and how much they need to be pressed. Your 
breasts may be more sensitive if you are about to get or have your period. A 
doctor with special training, called a radiologist, will read the mammogram. 
He or she will look at the X-ray for early signs of breast cancer or other 
problems.

Tips for Getting a Mammogram
Try not to have your mammogram the week before you get your period or 

during your period. Your breasts may be tender or swollen then.
On the day of your mammogram, don’t wear deodorant, perfume, or 

powder. These products can show up as white spots on the X-ray.
Some women prefer to wear a top with a skirt or pants, instead of a dress. 

You will need to undress from your waist up for the mammogram.

What Is a Mammogram?
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• Is this breast cancer invasive, 
non-invasive, or both invasive and 
non-invasive?

• Is the breast cancer more 
aggressive or less aggressive?

• Are the surgical margins nega-
tive or positive?

• Are there any cancer cells 
present in lymph channels or blood 
vessels?

• What do the hormone receptor 
tests show? Am I a candidate for 
medicine that lowers or blocks the 
effects of estrogen?

• Which of these HER2 tests was 
performed on the tissue? 

IHC (ImmunoHistoChemistry) test
FISH (Fluorescence In Situ 

Hybridization) test; SPoT-Light 
HER2 CISH (Subtraction Probe 
Technology Chromogenic In Situ 
Hybridization) test: Inform HER2 
Dual ISH (Inform Dual In Situ 
Hybridization) test.

• Is the HER2 test positive, nega-
tive, or borderline? Am I a candidate 
for HER2-targeted therapy?

• Is there cancer in any lymph 
nodes? If so, how many lymph 
nodes are involved?

• Am I eligible for a genomic 
assay such as Oncotype DX, Mam-

Questions to ask if you are diagnosed with breast cancer
maPrint, or Mammostrat?

• If any of my test results were 
unclear, would you recommend test-
ing the tissue again?

• Is any further surgery recom-

mended based on my results?
• Which treatments are most 

likely to work for this specific cancer, 
based on my pathology report 
results?

Cancer is a disease in which 
cells in the body grow out of control. 
When cancer starts in the breast, it 
is called breast cancer. Except for 
skin cancer, breast cancer is the 
most common cancer in American 
women.

Most breast cancers are found 
in women who are 50 years old or 

older, but breast cancer also affects 
younger women. About 11 percent 
of all new cases of breast cancer 
in the United States are found in 
women younger than 45 years of 
age.

While breast cancer diagno-
sis and treatment are difficult for 
women of any age, young survivors 

may find it overwhelming.
CDC’s Division of Cancer 

Prevention and Control is working 
to increase awareness of breast 
cancer and improve the health and 
quality of life of young breast cancer 
survivors and young women who 
are at higher risk of getting breast 
cancer.

Contributing factors to younger women getting breast cancer
Some young women are at a 

higher risk for getting breast cancer 
at an early age compared with 
other women their age. If you are 
a woman under age 45, you may 
have a higher risk if:

• You have close relatives (par-
ents, siblings, or children) who were 
diagnosed with breast or ovarian 
cancer when they were younger 
than 45, especially if more than one 
relative was diagnosed or if a male 
relative had breast cancer.

• You have changes in certain 
breast cancer genes (BRCA1 and 
BRCA2), or have close relatives 
with these changes.

• You have an Ashkenazi Jewish 
heritage.

• You were treated with radiation 
therapy to the breast or chest during 
childhood or early adulthood.

• You have had breast cancer or 
certain other breast health problems 
such as lobular carcinoma in situ 
(LCIS), ductal carcinoma in situ 
(DCIS), atypical ductal hyperplasia, 
or atypical lobular hyperplasia.

• You have been told that you 
have dense breasts on a mammo-
gram.

Does it run in your family?
If you have close relatives with 

breast or ovarian cancer, you may 

be at higher risk for developing 
these diseases. Does your family 
health history put you at higher 
risk? Would you benefit from cancer 
genetic counseling and testing?

Each year, over 200,000 women 
in the United States are diagnosed 
with breast cancer and more than 
20,000 are diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer. About 3 percent of breast 
cancers (about 6,000 women per 
year) and 10 percent of ovarian 
cancers (about 2,000 women per 
year) result from inherited muta-
tions (changes) in the BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 genes that are passed on in 
families.

Younger women are not exempt from breast cancerWhat to do if you are concerned of being 
at risk of developing breast cancer?

If your doctor decides that your family health history makes you more 
likely to get breast, ovarian, and other cancers, he or she may refer you 
for genetic counseling. 

Even if your doctor doesn’t recommend genetic testing and counsel-
ing, your family health history of breast cancer can affect when you start 
mammography screening. 

If you are a woman with a parent, sibling, or child with breast cancer, 
you are at higher risk for breast cancer. 

Based on current recommendations, you should consider talking to 
your doctor about starting mammography screening in your 40s.

The genetic counselor can discuss the pros and cons of testing and 
what possible test results could mean for you and your family. 

Genetic testing for BRCA mutations will not find all causes of heredi-
tary breast or ovarian cancer. In some cases, the genetic counselor 
might recommend genetic testing using a panel that looks for mutations 
in several genes in addition to BRCA1 and BRCA2. 

BRCA genetic counseling and testing is often, but not always, cov-
ered without cost sharing by many health plans under the Affordable 
Care Act.
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Men can also succumb to breast cancer, although the risks are a lot lower than for women
Men need to know that breast 

cancer is not limited to only women. 
Possible symptoms of breast cancer 
to watch for include:

• A lump or swelling, which is usu-
ally (but not always) painless

• Skin dimpling or puckering
• Nipple retraction (turning 

inward)
• Redness or scaling of the nipple 

or breast skin
• Discharge from the nipple
Sometimes a breast cancer can 

spread to lymph nodes under the 
arm or around the collar bone and 
cause a lump or swelling there, 
even before the original tumor in 
the breast tissue is large enough to 
be felt.

These changes aren’t always 
caused by cancer.

 For example, most breast lumps 
in men are caused by gynecomastia 
(a harmless enlargement of breast 
tissue). 

Still, if you notice any breast 

changes, you should see your 
health care professional as soon as 
possible.

What are the key statistics about 
breast cancer in men?

The American Cancer Society 
estimates for breast cancer in men 

in the United States for 2015 are:
• About 2,350 new cases of inva-

sive breast cancer will be diagnosed
• About 440 men will die from 

breast cancer
• Breast cancer is about 100 

times less common among men 

than among women. For men, the 
lifetime risk of getting breast cancer 
is about 1 in 1,000. 

The number of breast cancer 
cases in men relative to the popula-
tion has been fairly stable over the 
last 30 years.

Some key facts about breast cancer
• Breast cancer knows no bound-

aries - be it age, gender, socio-eco-
nomic status or geographic location.

• The most common risk factors 
for breast cancer are being female 
and growing older.

• Breast cancer affects more 
than just the patient — co-survivors 
(friends, family and co-workers) 
need support too.

• Making healthy lifestyle choices 
may reduce your risk of breast 
cancer.

• Except for skin cancers, breast 
cancer is the most common cancer 
among women in the U.S. It 
accounts for nearly 1 in 3 cancers 
diagnosed.

• Each year, more than 200,000 
cases of breast cancer are diag-
nosed in women,, and more than 
2,000 cases of breast cancer are 
diagnosed in men in the U.S.

• Every two minutes, one case 
of breast cancer is diagnosed in a 
woman in the U.S.

• Every 13 minutes, one woman 
in the U.S. will lose her life to breast 
cancer.

• One in eight women in the U.S. 
will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
in her lifetime.

• Breast cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed cancer among 
Hispanic women in the U.S.

• African-American women in 
the U.S. are more likely than white 
women to be diagnosed with breast 
cancer before age 40.

Reduce your breast cancer chances 
by watching carefully what you eat

Breast cancer is less common 
in countries where the typical diet 
is plant-based and low in total fat 
(polyunsaturated fat and saturated 
fat). 

More research is needed to better 
understand the effect of diet on 
breast cancer risk. But it is clear 
that high-fat diets can lead to being 
overweight or obese, which is a 
breast cancer risk factor. 

Overweight women are thought 
to be at higher risk for breast cancer 
because the extra fat cells make 
estrogen, which can cause extra 
breast cell growth. This extra growth 
increases the risk of breast cancer.

Eat plenty of fruits and vegetables 
(more than 5 cups a day). Fruits and 
vegetables have lower fat content 
and higher fiber content compared 
to animal products, and most are 
packed with nutrients. 

Buy a new fruit or vegetable 
every time you go to the grocery 
store. Healthy eating means you are 
eating a VARIETY of foods. 

Don’t be afraid to try something 
new. Put some eggplant or aspara-
gus into your cart. 

Add chopped squash, mush-
rooms, onions, or carrots to jarred 
or fresh spaghetti sauce (serve on 
pasta for a great dinner).

Eat tomatoes, tomatoes, toma-
toes — raw in salad, sandwiches, 
salsa, juice, alone (like a piece of 
fruit), or cooked in sauces. Cook-
ing actually enhances a tomato’s 
nutritional value.

Eat whole fruit rather than drink-
ing fruit juice. Whole fruit reduces 
calories, adds fiber, and increases 
feelings of fullness. While dried fruit 
has just as much fiber as fresh fruit, 

the calories per serving are much 
higher (dried fruit also can make 
you gassy).

Snack on organic baby carrots 
and celery (keep a cooler of them 
in the car if you’re running errands 
all day).

Throw handfuls of spinach into 
stews and soups.

Add chopped scallions, shredded 
lettuce, or cabbage to potato salad.

Add broccoli, tomatoes, or zuc-
chini to scrambled eggs or omelets.

Freeze grapes and berries in 
single-serving containers for a cool 
treat during summer months.

Limit your fat intake. Try to make 
your fat intake less than 20% of 
your total calories per day (the aver-
age person’s fat intake is about 35% 
of total calories).

Eat less salad dressing. Use a 
non-fat or low-fat dressing, or put a 
small amount of your regular dress-
ing on the side and dip your fork in it 
before spearing your salad.

Cook with broth or bullion, 
chicken broth or vegetable stock, 
instead of oil or butter.

Limit your use of butter and 
cream cheese. Use other things 
to jazz up your bread, such as 
unsweetened fruit puree or pre-
serves. Even a thin coat of melted 
dark chocolate usually has less fat 
(lay your bread flat in the oven with 
a few chocolate chips on top).

Eliminate some foods with the 
highest fat content.

 (fried foods, margarine), and 
gradually lower the amount of fat 
you eat.

Avoid processed meats and cold 
cuts. They’re usually high in fat, salt, 
and other preservatives.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

The Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Program keeps Texas 
beaches clean through annual all-volunteer cleanups, educates Texans, 
young and old, about harmful effects of marine debris and rallies Texas 
support for the state, national and international action to clean coastal 
waters.

But Hurricane Harvey has forced the fall cleanup to be canceled by the 
Texas General Land Office.

“We are having to cancel Surfside and Quintana Beach sites for this 
Saturday’s cleanup due to debris washing ashore from the Brazos River 
from Hurricane Harvey. Federal contractors are beginning their work 
and volunteers cannot be allowed on site during this dangerous debris 
removal. Please check our website for a list of open sites for this week-
end’s (Sept. 23) cleanup,” stated the agency.  

Due to tide patterns in the Gulf of Mexico, trash dumped anywhere in 
the gulf is likely to end up on a Texas beach. Volunteers normally record 
information such as the source and type of debris collected on data cards. 

Harvey nixes fall beach cleanup plans

Quintana Beach County Park supervisor Patty Brinkmeyer captured 
this moment on Quintana Beach post Hurricane Harvey.

Storm-dislocated fish returned to lakes
Receding floodwaters often trap and displace fish into confined and deadly 

spaces. Park staff and volunteers caught and relocated several fish that 
had made their way into shallow trenches inside one of our county parks. 
Largemouth bass, catfish, freshwater drum, shad, and sunfish were among 
the species caught and released into public lakes.

Even Houston reported an 89-pound alligator snapping turtle entering 
busy traffic along Memorial Drive. Fortunately, biologists with the Turtle Sur-
vival Alliance had tagged the turtle in February, so Texas Parks and Wildlife 
knew exactly where to release him - back into Buffalo Bayou.

Brazoria County Parks Director Bryan Frazier holds up a big flathead 
catfish discovered swimming in floodwaters outside of Hanson 
Riverside County Park.
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Schedule of events

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Thursday, Nov. 2: Join volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at 
Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 for a celebration with historical characters, activities, 
exhibits, music, and refreshments, including a birthday cake. The program 
is geared to school groups. Free event sponsored by local groups. For 
information, call the SF Austin-Munson Park at (979) 248-5961.

The Brazoria County Parks Department looks forward to planning more 
events in our parks after assessment and maintenance has been completed 
regarding the damage left behind after Hurricane Harvey. Keep up to date 
on all of our events in The Weekly Bulletin, on our Facebook page, and on 
our website at brazoriacountyparks.org.

The end of August brought with 
it more than just the beginning of 
a new school year, but the effects 
of Hurricane Harvey along the Gulf 
Coast. 

Starting Aug. 25, the Brazoria 
County Parks Department began 
documenting damage to our parks 
due to the rainfall and tidal surges. 
Both Quintana Beach and San Luis 
Pass parks saw a bit of storm surge, 
with the worst at Quintana as the 
water seeped into the streets. 

But, it wasn’t until after the storm 
hit, though, that our area truly 
received damage. Flooding along 
the Brazos River and San Bernard 
River has seeped into our neigh-
bors’ land, homes, and properties, 
and into our very own inland parks.

For the foreseeable future, sev-
eral county parks will remain closed 
in order to clean and rebuild what 
has been damaged. Park resi-
dences at both Hanson Riverside 
and Camp Mohawk were flooded, 
as well as other structures and land 
owned by the department.

At this time, county parks closed 
indefinitely include Camp Mohawk, 
Buffalo Camp, Albert Finkle, Hanson 
Riverside, and Brazos River. We 
saw closures of all parks immedi-
ately following the storm, but as 
flooding receded at some locations, 
it increased substantially at the 
parks listed above.

Several county parks closed indefinitely because of damage inflicted by Hurricane Harvey

Storm surge crept onto the streets of Quintana, and into Quintana Beach 
County Park.

Hanson Riverside County Park was completely under water during the 
monumental flooding following Hurricane Harvey.

Camp Mohawk was unreachable for several days due to the rising flood 
waters. Most of the structures inside the park were damaged.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• Before completing a to-do list, 

napping will help you achieve your 
goals.

• Four hundred and fifty people 
die falling out of beds in the United 
States each year.

• Families who discuss current 
events have smarter children.

• Making the bed is one of the 
quickest ways to achieve a sense of 
calm and order.

• Men tend to find breakups more 
difficult than women because they 
resist seeking help from friends.

• About 153,000 people will die on 
your birthday.

• Your brain works twice as fast 
when you meet someone new.

• Eating instant noodles 2 to 3 
times a week increases a person’s 
risk of developing heart disease, 
stroke, and diabetes.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Oodles
5 Language group that includes 
Swahili
10 Enormous
14 “Forget it”
15 Single-master
16 Funny Dame
17 NYC-to-Suffolk County line
18 Highway beautification program
20 Put forward

22 Middle East carrier
23 Counterfeiter catcher
25 Mischievous god
26 2015 Payne Stewart Award 
honoree Ernie
27 “Enough already!”
30 Common pay period
32 Toaster Strudel kin
34 Unhand, in a toaster brand 
slogan
38 Nevada’s __ 51

39 Like most chopsticks users
42 Estrada of “CHiPs”
43 Lip-__: mouths the words
45 “The Tempest” hero
47 Musical work
50 Motivating halftime speech
51 Obstinate beast
54 MSN and AOL
56 “Beat it!”
57 Crunchy snacks sometimes 
dipped in baba ghanouj
60 “Idol” judge replaced by DeGe-
neres
63 After-school event ... and, 
literally, what takes place at this 
puzzle’s circles
65 H.H. Munro’s pen name
66 Checkout hassle
67 Indian royals
68 Small bills
69 Brings to a close
70 First instruction
71 Robin’s house

DOWN
1 Large swallow
2 University about an hour from 
Columbus
3 Break forcefully, as an inflated bag
4 Seafood in a shell
5 Merit badge gp.
6 “The Blacklist” actor Alan
7 Salad restriction
8 Stadium high spot
9 Understanding
10 Wang with a Hippie Princess 
fragrance line
11 Acrobat maker
12 Escargot
13 Triumphant shouts
19 Servant of 45-Across
21 Lake __: Blue Nile source
24 Screenwriter Ephron
27 Golf resort amenities
28 Conservative Brit
29 Lb. and kg.
31 Watch closely
33 Small swallow
35 One of dogdom’s “gentle giants”
36 Cover __
37 “I get it, I get it!”
40 Dadaist Jean
41 Poll responses
44 Part of little girls’ makeup?
46 Animal rights org.
48 Theater group?
49 Show disdain for, figuratively
51 Big name in smartwatches
52 Peaceful protest
53 Put up with
55 Moral fiber
58 College town north of Des 
Moines
59 Short cut
61 Lanai strings
62 BuzzFeed article, often
64 Fed. property manager
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
YAWL  SCOW  BARGE  FERRY  YACHT  SLOOP  CANOE  SCHOONER
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Did you know?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Teamwork may work well 
until team members are replaced. If there is a problem 
at work or on the job, ask for advice from a partner or 
loved one. In the week to come, be sure to appear well-
groomed in public venues.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Plan out a reason-
able schedule as your sense of purpose may waver 
or energy could falter as this week unfolds. Your work 
may be held up to scrutiny or you could be called on the 
carpet to defend it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You may need 
to fend off unnecessary accusations if you engage 
in speculation. In the week to come, it will be wise to 
maintain a low profile and avoid giving offense. Focus 
on honoring obligations.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The more you do, 
the more is expected. A quota may need to be filled or a 
high water mark reached, but you have the grit to meet 
the requirements. Don’t be distracted by romantic urges 
until the end of the week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Anticipate the need 
to handle upcoming bills and obligations this week. You 
may need to restrain a partner from spending too freely. 
Financial incentives may act as carrots that drive you to 
do your best.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Hold your horses. 
Avoid giving in to your impulses as you may find your-
self in a runaway situation. In the upcoming week, your 
best bet is to demonstrate your trustworthiness and to 
be a true blue and loyal friend.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Sept. 25: ON THIS DATE 
in 1775, British troops captured 
American Revolutionary War hero 
Ethan Allen as he led an attack on 
Montreal. In 1789, the first U.S. 
Congress adopted 12 amendments 
to the Constitution and sent them 
to the states for consideration. Ten 
were ratified and became the Bill 
of Rights.

Sept. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1960, Richard M. Nixon and John 
F. Kennedy met in Chicago for 
the first televised debate between 
presidential candidates. In 1969, 

the Beatles released their “Abbey 
Road” album.

Sept. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1854, the first great disaster of an 
ocean liner in the Atlantic Ocean 
occurred when the steamship 
Arctic sank after a collision with a 
smaller vessel while carrying more 
than 300 people. Most perished, 
including all the women and 
children. In 1939, Warsaw, Poland, 
surrendered after nearly four 
weeks of resistance to invading 
forces from Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union during World War II.

Sept. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1066, William the Conqueror of 
Normandy landed in England to 
fight for the English throne; he 
was crowned on Christmas Day. 
In 1850, flogging was abolished as 
a form of punishment in the U.S. 
Navy. 

Sept. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, the U.S. War Department 
established a standing army with a 

strength of several hundred men. 
In 1978, John Paul I was found 
dead in his Vatican apartment just 
over a month after he was installed 
as pope of the Roman Catholic 
Church.

Sept. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1927, Babe Ruth hit his 60th home 
run of the season, breaking his 
own major-league record. In 1955, 
actor James Dean was killed in an 
auto accident near Cholame, Calif.

Oct. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1800, 
Spain ceded its Louisiana terri-
tory to France in a secret treaty. In 
1908, Henry Ford introduced the 
Model T automobile.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1926, 
automaker Henry Ford announced 
that the standard workweek in his 
plants would be five eight-hour 
days.

This week’s question: In 
1962, the Beatles released their 
first hit record. What was its title?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The cosmic seas can 
change swiftly in the week ahead. Dealing with unpre-
dictable people and situations might make even you 
seasick. Avoid taking shortcuts that might be deemed 
less than ethical.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Some people merely 
muddle through on good looks and mere luck. Con-
tracts and agreements could contain numerous errors 
so postpone signing important documents. In the 
week ahead, focus on being creative.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You could be brave 
when caution is a better tactic. It is best to avoid 
making key changes or crucial decisions until the end 
of the week when your judgment is better. Remain 
patient until conditions improve.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Step nimbly around 
nagging doubts. You may find yourself swimming 
against the currents if you pursue a fantasy in the 
week ahead. It is best to tread water and not choose 
a definite direction until late in the week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t jump the gun. 
Emotional upsets could provoke you or cause you to 
take an action that will be regretted later. In the week 
ahead, relationship problems need to be handled with 
care to avoid a break or rupture.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Guard against saying 
things that will alienate others in the week ahead. 
Push star 67 to block your number when you feel an 
uncontrollable urge to speak your mind. Avoid melo-
drama and stick to a logical script.
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ADAPT  CLAMP  SHRIMP  FONDLY
  Answer: The architect couldn’t stay for the meeting because he -- HAD PLANS

What were they thinking?

• On average, soccer players run 
as far as 9.5 miles in a single match.

• To avoid bad bacteria in the 
shower, you should let it run for a 
while before you get in. But cleaning 
it helps also.

• Referees are unconsciously 
biased in favor of players wearing 
red.
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October 7
October 21
9am - 3pm

Flooded homeowners can get property appraisal break
Brazoria County property owners 

impacted by Hurricane Harvey have 
an opportunity to report damages, 
flooding and their opinion of value to 
the county’s appraisal district.

“Help us – help you!” said Chief 
Appraiser Cheryl Evans.

“We are going to be reappraising 
the areas we know were flooded,” 
she said, “but the devastation to 
Brazoria County is huge, and we 
want to make sure property owners 
know they can tell us their story.”

Evans said reappraisals are done 
in accordance with state law, which 
specifies Jan. 1 of each year as the 
reappraisal date; however, it will be 
impossible for the district to know 
about or visit every damaged prop-
erty at the beginning of the year.

To help the process work, 
the district has included a 
Damage Survey on the website 
www.brazoriacad.org. “They can 

take pictures of flooding, damages, 
and include estimates,” Evans said. 
“Remember, we have to go by how 
the property stands on January 1, 
2018.

Evans added that property 
owners can email or mail the sur-

veys to the district office at 500 N. 
Chenango, Angleton, TX 77515.

If property owners do not have 
access to the Internet, they can call 
the district office at (979) 849-7792 
and ask for a questionnaire to be 
mailed to them.

ACC posts record enrollment for fall
Alvin Community College had 

the highest number of students 
enroll in the college’s history for the 
2017 fall semester.

Preliminary enrollment for the 
fall was 5,822 with 913,920 contact 
hours compared to the previous 
fall when 5,658 students enrolled 
with 930,696 contact hours. This 
represents an 3 percent increase in 
enrollment.

This is the second highest 
number of students for a semester 
since 2010, when 5,721 students 
enrolled.

The fall 2017 enrollment figures 
include students in the 16-week 
semester and the first 8-week mini 
semester.

Although it is the most students 
ever to enroll for a fall semester, 
it was still impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey. 

More than 100 students have 
reported to the college that they 
could not continue the semester 
due to the effects of the storm.

“We are pleased to be able to 
serve more students including 
those on the campus, those in our 

dual credit programs at the high 
schools and the inmates that we 
serve in the TDCJ units,” ACC 
President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht 
said.

The increase in enrollment 
may be due, in part, because the 
college is offering evening courses 
at Shadow Creek High School for 
the first time this fall. Courses are 
also being offered for the first time 
at the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake Pearland campus.

“Offering classes at the two 
new Pearland locations helps to 
serve a portion of our service area 
that previously was underserved,” 
Albrecht said. “We are also looking 
forward to offering evening courses 
at the Alvin ISD Manvel Career 
and Technical Education Center 
starting in January.”

Registration for the second, fall 
mini semester is also open and 
will close on Oct. 6. Late registra-
tion with a fee will be Oct. 7-13. 
Classes begin on Oct. 13.

For more information visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/registration 
or call (281) 756-3500.

The winners are:
Ray Spargo of Lake Jackson, 

who picked up the paper at Buc-
ees.

Tom & Debbie Williams of Jones 
Creek, who got a copy at Bella 
Roma Restaurant in Clute.

Charlotte Samford of Clute, who 
read us at General Wok in Angleton.

Rita Houghton of Clute, who 
picked up her copy at Arlan’s Gro-
cery in Lake Jackson.

Vincent Garza of Angleton, 

who got a copy at The Space Place 
in Angleton.

Sabbath Parmely of Alvin, who 
picked up The Bulletin at Buc-ees.

Malynda Spencer of West 
Columbia, who got her copy at 
Stewart’s Grocery in Brazoria.

Rosa Kucera of Angleton, who 
got a paper at Buc-ees.

Laura Charles of Lake Jackson, 
who read The Bulletin at the Lake 
Jackson Library.

We hope you enjoy the Oktober-
fest celebration at the festival!

Texas Renaissance Festival ticket winners
(Continued from Page 1)
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