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By Keith Randall
Texas A&M University

Rains may have eased Texas’ 
drought situation in recent days, 
but the big weather story may 
be the lack of severe storms and 
tornadoes in the state – down by 
as much as 90 percent in some 
areas, according to a Texas A&M 
University expert.

John Nielsen-Gammon, who 
serves as State Climatologist and 
Regents Professor in the Depart-
ment of Atmospheric Sciences at 
Texas A&M, notes that conditions 
have not been favorable for much 
severe weather and tornadoes 
this year. The North Texas area, 
for example, had recorded only 
five tornadoes by the end of June 
compared to 76 in 2015.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I was thinking recently what would 
be my childhood’s equivalent of 
today’s cell phone craze and con-
cluded that it had to be the advent of 
color TV.

Not all of us jumped at the chance 
to buy up the newest models with 
the brightest and biggest color 

screens. They 
cost a lot. Some 
of us remained 
satisfied watch-
ing a mono-
chrome screen 
until the color 
prices came 
down.

We did eventu-
ally get a color TV, one of those 
consoles with the 25-inch screen 
(measured diagonally). To us, it was 
huge. We were glued to the TV and 
watched anything in color. The set 
was the message more than the 
program, some of which were still 
produced in black and white. Soon, 
everything was broadcast in color.

It was a grand day when the set 
was delivered in the summer of 
1969. It dominated our living room. 
From the top of it extended a rabbit-
ear antenna, and my mother placed 
some decorations on it to make the 
set look pretty.

We invited some of the neighbors 
to watch it with us Sunday night. 
They still had black and white TVs. 
The conversation focused on the set 
and how vivid the colors were. The 
programing was secondary. 

The kids looked in the TV Guide 
to see when our favorite cartoons 

RAMBLINGS

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

In the history of television, during 
which thousands of network enter-
tainment programs have come and 
gone, only one show has produced 
new episodes in each of the last 
eight decades: “Candid Camera.” 
What a remarkable feat. 

With the Emmys having been 
handed out recently, I’m reminded 
how unfair it is that the Television 
Academy has snubbed Allen Funt. 
He not only created a hit show, he 
invented a genre. And although he 
might not have personally enjoyed 

all the derivative shows, he is the 
father of “Reality TV.” 

Much as I loved my dad, admired 

his work, and followed in his foot-
steps, I’m reluctant to use this forum 
- a coveted spot in your newspaper 
or on its website - to discuss my 
family’s TV business. But indulge 
me just this once because it’s a 
story worth telling. 

It was 70 years ago, in August 
1948, that “Candid Camera” had its 
premiere as the very first show ever 
telecast by ABC. The network has 
never acknowledged that fact in its 
own written history, although I can’t 
imagine why. 

After runs on NBC and in syndi-

Why the inventor of reality shows deserves an Emmy

WIN MONSTER JAM TICKETS
We are giving away four tickets ($128 value) to each 

winner, and we will select at least four winners to this 
exciting event on Saturday, Oct. 20, at NRG Stadium. 

All you have to do is fill out the form and mail it to 
us: The Bulletin, PO BOX 2426, Angleton TX 77516. 
Winners will be selected at random. 

Also, please tell us which parts of the paper you like 
best. We value your opinion. One original entry form 
per person. 

NAME__________________________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________

CITY_________________________________ZIP________________

PHONE_________________________________________________

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE FEATURES?_______________________

_______________________________________________________

LAST CHANCE TO ENTER
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DID YOU KNOW ABOUT FARMING?
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I THINK IT WAS BEST WE PARTED WAYS, MY DEAR: 
A scorned woman took a baseball bat and a can of spray paint to the 
$400,000 luxury Mercedes-Benz of her former lover which was parked 
on the street in Adelaide, Australia. She painted the words “cheater,” 
“slut” and “man whore” on the vehicle, which he bought last week, and 
then went at it with the bat.

WELL, LA-DE-DA! Two residents of Drumsheugh Gardens, an 
upmarket, very exclusive area of Edinburgh, Scotland, took exception to 
the presence of a charity van parked in front of their multi-million-dollar 
townhouse. The driver for the organization, which helps underprivileged 
children, found a note on the windshield complaining that the van “low-
ered the tone of the area.”

UH, YES, THEY BELONG TO US: About a hundred goats 
descended on a neighborhood in Boise, Idaho, and commenced to feast 
on lawns, leaves and shrubs in people’s front yards. A large truck from 
the company We Rent Goats arrived and rounded up the animals.

TAKE YOUR KID TO WORK DAY: A man, who had his two-
year-old son with him, tried to burglarize an auto repair shop in Newport 
News, Va., and then tried to take the car keys of a clerk at the 7-Eleven 
across the street.

HI, REMEMBER ME? A woman returned to her home in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., to find a male intruder “just inside her door eating a corn-
dog.” She said she recognized the man as someone she had met last 
year, but she did not recall his name.

WELL, THAT MAY EXPLAIN IT, MA’AM: A woman, who 
believed that a giant spider was on her back, took off her clothes and ran 
undressed through Bartlett Park in St. Petersburg, Fla. She told arrest-
ing officers that she had recently used crack cocaine, spice and crystal 
meth.

TRANSPARENCY IS AN IMPORTANT QUALITY IN A MAN: 
A woman in England, who claims to be a “spiritual guidance counselor,” 
says she no longer has romantic relationships with earth-bound men, to 
“have sex with ghosts” more than 11 years ago. She is now in a “pretty 
serious” relationship with one of them.

I FEEL PRETTY, OH SO PRETTY: A woman in Gaziomanapasa, 
Turkey, is suing to end her nine-year marriage, because her husband 
started wearing make-up and dressing in “sexy thongs and pantyhose” 
around the house.

IT’S EMPTY NEST SYNDROME: Swarms of wasps have been 
getting drunk on fermented berries and then attacking people in a sting-
ing rampage all around England. Experts say that at this time of year 
adult wasps are left with nothing to do after their young have flown the 
nest - so they “go down the pub.”

LICENSE? WHY NO, OFFICER, I DON’T HAVE ONE: A 10-
year-old boy decided to take his 7-year-old brother to Virginia Beach, so 
he borrowed his guardians’ Lexus and drove 37 miles down Interstate 
64. They made it most of the way before crashing into the median just 
past the Gum Springs exit in Goochland County.

Farm Bureau offers grants to teach students ag, food production
Small scale gardening and 

large scale farming have quite a 
lot in common, and Texas Farm 
Bureau’s (TFB) Learning from 
the Ground Up program helps 
students make that connection.

The program grants up to $500 
to a teacher or administrator from 
a public or private Texas school 
for activities that give students 
opportunities to understand the 
source of their food, fiber and fuel 
and gain a greater knowledge and 
appreciation of Texas agriculture.

“We need students to have 
a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for how their food 
is grown and for the people who 
grow it,” Tom Ferguson, Brazoria/ 
Galveston County Farm Bureau 
president, said. “This program 
can help our teachers bring 
agricultural concepts to life in their 
curriculum.”

Parent-teacher associations 
and other organizations are open 
to apply as long as students are 

involved in the project from begin-
ning to end.

Qualifying projects include 
school gardens, raised beds, 
greenhouses, hydroponics and 
aquaponics that provide students 
with hands-on learning about agri-
culture and food production.

“Most students learn well 
when all of their senses are full 
engaged, and school gardens can 
do just that,” Ferguson said.

Applications can be submit-
ted by mail or email and should 
be received or postmarked on or 
before Oct. 19.

Additional information and 
applications can be found at 
texasfarmbureau.org/youth.

“We highly encourage educa-
tors in the area apply for this 
grant,” Ferguson said. “It’s a great 
opportunity for our students in 
Brazoria and Galveston Counties.”

• According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), more than 60 
percent of the world’s population depends on agriculture for survival. 

• Cattle, goats, sheep, and pigs all have their origins as farmed animals in 
the so-called Fertile Crescent, a region covering eastern Turkey, Iraq, and 
southwestern Iran. This region kick-started the Neolithic Revolution. Dates 
for the domestication of these animals range from between 13,000 to 10,000 
years ago.

• By 3500 BC people in many parts of Britain had set up farms.  The early 
farmers grew wheat and barley, which they ground into flour.

LJ Garden Club meets Oct. 10 at Civic Center
The Lake Jackson Garden Club will meet on Wednesday, Oct 10 at 9:30 

a.m. at the Civic Center in Lake Jackson.  Stephen Brueggerhoff, Brazoria 
County Extension Agent, presents “Herb ‘n Renewal- Creating an Edible 
Landscape with Herbs”. Programs are free and the public is invited to 
attend. For more information email lakejacksongardenclubtx@gmail.com



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    October 2, 2018   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

 HISTORY OF MOVIE 
POPCORN

Q. As you settle into your seat at 
the cinema and start to enjoy your 
tub of hot buttered popcorn, did you 
ever wonder just how long popcorn 
has been part of the moviegoing 
experience?

A. First, some historical back-
ground:  One of the first movie 
theaters —- called nickelodeons —- 
opened in Pittsburgh in 1905 and 
played silent movies in a continuous 
loop, all for just one nickel, says 
Dan Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website. These proved very popular, 
so much so that they were even-
tually replaced by larger venues 
that sought to emulate the “fancy 
experience” of live theater.  No food 
or beverage allowed!

Outside the theater, though, pop-
corn had become a popular street 
food, and some movie patrons tried 
to sneak the snack inside, despite 
the warnings of management. But in 
1929, as the Great Depression took 
hold, many theaters responded to 
the lower demand by partnering with 
popcorn vendors to bring the snack 
inside. Their new business model 
worked: “Popcorn allowed the movie 
theaters to survive.” 

Concludes Lewis: Today, in fact, 

most movie theaters make more 
money from the concessions than 
from the films.

CLEAN DIRTY SOUNDING 
WORDS

Q. “Pants” is no longer a four-
letter word, but that wasn’t always 
the case.  At one time, to avoid 
talking dirty, pants were called 
“inexpressibles,” “ineffables” and 
“unmentionables,” writes Anu Garg 
on his “A.Word.A.Day” website.  
Can you define the following words 
that sound dirty but aren’t: “assize,” 
“cockade,” “crunt” and “tittip”?

A. “Assize,” from Old French 
and Latin “assidere” (to sit) means 
“a session of a court or a verdict or 
an inquiry made at such a ses-
sion,” Garg explains.  First docu-
mented use was 1297.  Also from 
Old French comes “coquard” for 
“vain” or “arrogant” and gives us 
“cockade,” “an ornament, such as a 
rosette or a knot of ribbons worn as 
a badge on a hat, lapel, etc.”

Did you know that “crunt,” per-
haps of imitative origin, is “a blow 
on the head with a club”?  Finally, 
apparently imitative of the sound 
of a horse’s hooves, is “tittup,” 
meaning “to move in an exagger-
ated, prancing manner” or “a lively 
movement,” “a caper.”

We’ve come a long way from 
the time of “unmentionables” and 

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

DID YOU KNOW?

“inexpressibles.”
MINDFULLNESS

Q. What aspect of “mind”-fulness 
do 15-month-old children share 
with great apes, dolphins and killer 
whales?

A. They all possess basic self-
recognition: When a dot is placed 
on their face as they look at them-
selves in a mirror, they try to wipe 
it off, says Timothy Revell in “New 
Scientist” magazine. Young children 
and other primates also exhibit joint 
attention, as they are able to both 
guide and follow someone else’s 
gaze.

Demonstrating that others can 
hold false beliefs is much trickier to 
assess. Enter the Sally-Anne test:  
Anne watches Sally leave an object 
somewhere, but only Anne sees that 
the object is then moved.  When 
asked where Sally will first look for 
the object, Anne needs to identify 
where Sally first placed the object, 
showing she understands that Sally 
may hold a false belief about the 
object’s location. “Children develop 
this skill around age 4. Some apes 
and birds may have it too, as well 
as a new artificial intelligence (AI) 
agent.”

As Revell explains, in a virtual 
world the AI called Theory of Mind-
net is “able not just to predict what 
other AI agents will do, but also to 
understand that they may hold false 
beliefs about the world.” 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• Clocks run ‘clockwise’ because, 
in the Northern hemisphere, that’s 
how the shadows on sundials were 
cast.

• The average amount of money 
an employee takes home will prob-
ably decrease next year, according 
to a study.

• When an interviewer asks why 
you are leaving your current job, a 
positive answer like, “I’m looking for 
a better challenge” is the one they 
want to hear.

• An earthquake on Dec. 16, 
1811, caused parts of the Missis-
sippi River to flow backwards.

Baby peacocks for sale
$100 each. (281) 682-9211

.( Heiman Ranch)
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God will guide you through problems
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: Will all my problems go away 
if I turn to God? I’ve had a couple 
of people say this to me, but I 
have a hard time believing it. I’m 
not sure it even works for them, if 
they’re honest about it. - D.K.

A: I wish I could promise that 
all your problems would go away if 
you turned to God and committed 
your life to Jesus Christ, but I can’t, 
not completely. Jesus warned, “In 
this world you will have trouble” 
(John 16:33).

What I can promise is that if you 
give your life to Christ and begin 
to follow Him, God will give you 
wisdom to deal with your prob-
lems. All too often, we rely only on 
ourselves to solve our problems. 
But we’re weak and limited, and 
we fail as a result. But God loves 

us and wants to help us, and He 
will as we follow the path He has 
given us in His Word, the Bible. 
The Psalmist’s words are true: 
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a 
light on my path” (Psalm 119:105).

God’s peace and strength will 
be with you also, even when your 
problems persist. We’re never 
alone when we know Christ! God 
is with us, and even in the midst 
of life’s storms and troubles, we 
can turn to Him for the comfort and 
strength we need. God’s promise 
is for you: “Never will I leave you; 
never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 
13:5).

Turn to Jesus Christ, and by a 
simple prayer of faith ask Him to 
forgive you and come into your life, 
and He will. Then ask Him to lead 
you to a church where you’ll hear 
His Word, and also discover new 
friends to help and encourage you.

Tribune Media Services 

In an average year, Texas has 
about 132 tornadoes, but this year 
the state has had only a handful. 
Texas’ record year for tornadoes? 
It was 1967, when 232 pummeled 
the state.

That record-low trend is also 
unfolding nationwide: according to 
the Storm Prediction Center, about 
1,400 tornadoes occur in the U.S. 
each year, but so far this year less 
than one-half that number have 
been recorded.

“During the peak of tornado 
season, from April through June, the 
average jet stream pattern featured 
a ridge over the central United 

States, inhibiting upward motion and 
thunderstorm formation,” Nielsen-
Gammon said.

“But the second tornado season 
comes in the fall across the south-
eastern United States, including 
eastern Texas, and with wet El Niño 
conditions likely to develop, there 
will be an elevated risk of tornadic 
activity in the Southeast. These fall 
events usually come in the form of 
outbreaks of many tornadoes at a 
time. This means that the actual 
number of tornadoes will depend 
on the weather characteristics of a 
small handful of events.”

Regarding hurricanes hitting 
Texas, he noted that Sept. 10 

is usually the peak of hurricane 
season and the number of storms 
hitting the state historically tumbles 
after that date.

“Few hurricanes have ever made 
landfall in Texas after mid-Sep-
tember, and this is because the jet 
stream starts moving farther south 
and forcing hurricanes in the Gulf to 
tend to move toward the northeast 
rather than toward the northwest,” 
he added.

“However, Texas does commonly 
get affected by hurricanes in late 
September and October – just not 
hurricanes from the Atlantic. West 
Pacific hurricanes often make 
landfall in northern Mexico and their 
remnants travel across Mexico into 
Texas. Any chance of strong winds 
is pretty much toast by then, but 
the excess moisture and instabil-
ity can lead to some intense rains 
across Texas. Notable examples 
include the 1994 Southeast Texas 
flood, enhanced by the remnants 
of Hurricane Rosa, and the heavy 
rains in central Texas in October 
2015, enhanced by the remnants of 
Hurricane Patricia.”

Recent rains have helped much 
of Texas recently, and “based on 
preliminary numbers from the North-
east Regional Climate Center, Texas 
had already achieved one of its 10 
wettest Septembers on record by 
Sept. 17,” Nielsen-Gammon said.

“The rains will probably continue. 
Next month, although they don’t 
have very high skill, most computer 
model forecasts have Texas well 
situated for continued above-normal 
precipitation.”

State escapes tornadoes, hurricane threats this year
(Continued from Page 1)

 Brazosport College professor David Sysma discusses the United States 
Constitution during his presentation, “Intellectual Roots of the Constitution,” 
during Constitution Day festivities recently at the Brazosport College Library. 
Sysma’s presentation was only one part of the day-long event, as students 
also had the opportunity to test their knowledge with sample questions from 
a citizenship test, register to vote and learn about the Constitution. Constitu-
tion Day was the first event in the BC Discovery Series, which is sponsored 
by the BC Library and Department of Student Life. Next up in the series is a 
crime prevention session on Oct. 3, followed by a Native American Heritage 
session on Nov. 13.

BC professor speaks during 
Constitution Day festivities

National parks are getting hotter and drier
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — America’s national parks are warming up and drying out 
faster than other U.S. landscapes, threatening iconic ecosystems from the 
Everglades in Florida to Joshua Tree in California to Denali in Alaska.

That’s the conclusion of a new climate change study published recently, 
the first to examine rainfall and temperatures in all 417 national parks sites. 
The study also forecasts the degree that parks could become hotter and 
more drought-stricken by century’s end, depending on whether nations 
undertake efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, or continue with 
business as usual.
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Brazoria County museum plans programs for Texas Archeology Month
October marks the beginning 

of Texas Archeology Month, a 
month-long celebration of Texas’ 
archeological heritage. Numer-
ous organizations and institutions 
host public events to heighten 

awareness and 
appreciation of 
this heritage in 
communities 
across the state.

In recognition 
of Texas Archeol-
ogy Month, the 
Brazoria County 

Historical Museum will kick off its 
Archeological Lecture Series Thurs-

day, Oct. 4, at 6:30 p.m. with author 
Mark Lardas. 

Lardas will discuss his latest 
book “Texas Shipwrecks,” which 
explores Spanish treasure fleets to 
simple working boats that blanket 

the coastal 
waters and 
rivers.

On Thursday, 
Oct. 11, at 6:
30 p.m., project 
archeologist and 
VP of Prewitt 

and Associates, Inc. Doug Boyd 
will present “Frost Town.” Boyd will 
present his discoveries while exca-

vating the remains of Frost Town, 
Houston’s first working-class neigh-
borhood founded in the 1830s.  

The third program in the series is 
“Gatorliths: Alligator Gut Gravels” 
presented by Dr. August Costa. 

Dr. Costa consid-
ers evidence that 
sheds new light 
on the argument 
that the indigenous 
inhabitants of the 
Galveston Bay 

area exploited alligator stomach 
stones for chipped stone tool 
making.

Our final program will be held 

on Thursday, Oct. 25, at 6:30 
p.m. and will feature internation-
ally recognized forensic sculptor 
Amanda Danning. Danning will be 
presenting “Killing Levi Morris,” 
the tragic tale of a Buffalo Soldier 
buried at Fort Craig Cemetery, who 
went from slave to soldier to death 
by axe.

All programs are free and open 
to the public. Light refreshments will 
be provided, thanks to Kroger of 
Angleton. 

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum is at 100 East Cedar, 
Angleton TX 77515. For more 
information, follow us on Facebook. 

Disney raises its 
minimum pay to 

$15 per hour
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

After months of demonstrations 
and protests, hotel workers at the 
Disneyland Resort in Anaheim 
overwhelmingly approved a contract 
that boosts hourly salaries to $15 
an hour in January, up from $13.25, 
and pays workers a $1,000 bonus 
that was promised last year.

Housekeepers’ minimum hourly 
pay rises to $15.80 immediately, 
Disneyland Resort said in a state-
ment late. 
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came on in color on Saturday 
mornings, and we watched them 
together, taking in every inch of that 
beautiful color screen.

The networks had a full load of 
cartoons Saturday mornings, and 
if you wanted to see them, you 
just had to watch them when they 
were broadcast. We couldn’t record 
them to watch later. The medium 
controlled the message and what 
we did at certain times.

I remember in the fall of 1968 
walking past an electronics store 
on my way home from school and 
seeing in the window a 25-inch color 
TV. I stopped and watched it for 
a few minutes. One of the post-
season baseball games was on. I 
was in a small crowd standing in 
front of the store window.

Those of us standing there did 
so because we could not afford a 
giant color TV. Those who already 
had one watched the game in their 
homes, not on the street.

I also remember thinking that we 
have to get one of these. A year 
later, I hurried past the storefront 
to watch the playoffs on our big, 
beautiful color TV.

But soon this fabulous addition 
to our home started ailing as its 
vacuum tubes weakened. It had to 
be one of the last models still made 
with tubes before the advent of the 
transistor. Maybe that’s why we 

could even afford it, because they 
were pushing them out the door 
to make room for the newer, more 
dependable models.

The TV started losing its picture 
quality. The colors were all mixed 
up. We couldn’t afford a repair ser-
vice to come out and look at it, and 
this was way before I could get on 
Google or Youtube and get detailed 
instructions on how to try to fix it.

So, I went down to the local TV 
repair shop, explained to the techni-
cian the symptoms, and he hooked 
me up with some new tubes. I was 
14 years old and about to start high 
school. The technician who sold me 
the tubes also pointed out which 
parts of the TV not to touch because 
even when the set was turned off, it 
contained high voltage.

I wasn’t going to touch anything 
but the tubes, anyway, but it was 
nice of him to mention it. I went 
home, took off the back of the TV 
set and replaced three tubes. When 
I turned the TV on, the bright, vivid 
color screen was back, for a while at 
least. I felt like a neighborhood hero.

Warning: Please don’t do stuff 
like this, although it is unlikely that 
anyone these days would still have 
a working TV set with vacuum 
tubes. 

I could never do the same thing to 
a cell phone, They are too small and 
complicated and don’t have vacuum 
tubes. 

When color TVs were the message
(Continued from Page 1)

cation, my dad’s show joined the 
powerhouse Sunday lineup on CBS 
in the 1960s, along with “Ed Sulli-
van” and “What’s My Line?” “Candid 
Camera” was a smash hit, but when 
it came time for the Emmys, there 
was no category to accommodate it. 

In 1961 the show was nominated 
in a category known as “Humor.” 
Other nominees were Bob Hope’s 
comedy series, Andy Griffith’s 
sitcom, the animated hit “The 
Flintstones,” and that year’s winner: 
“The Jack Benny Show.” Nowa-
days Emmy categories have been 
expanded to include a raft of reality 
shows - some of which I guarantee 
you’ve never heard of, let alone 
watched. 

During his remarkable career, 
Allen Funt hosted “Candid Camera” 
on ABC, NBC, CBS, HBO and 
Playboy. (I’ve hosted the series on 
CBS, PAX and TV Land.) We’ve had 
a 25th anniversary special (ABC); 
a 35th (NBC); a 40th (CBS) and a 
50th (CBS). What other show can 
say that? 

Our vast library of hidden-camera 
sequences is used by colleges and 
universities around the world for 
studying psychology. How rare is 
that for a TV series?

Our non-profit, Laughter Therapy, 
distributes “Candid Camera” footage 
at no charge to critically ill people. 

As first explained by Norman 
Cousins in his book “Anatomy of 
an Illness,” our real-life comedy is 
uniquely useful in providing pain 
relief and releasing endorphins. 

And yet, the snub of my father 
and his misunderstood creation con-
tinues. When the National Comedy 
Center opened recently in James-
town, N.Y., hundreds of performers 
and programs were showcased. 
Many of the honorees in the $50 
million facility are as obscure as the 
comedian Moms Mabley, who died 
in 1975. Remember her?

But when I asked an official at 
the Center why there is no men-
tion whatsoever of Allen Funt or 
“Candid Camera,” he was at a loss 
for words. 

I wrote to the Television Academy 

a few months back, suggesting that 
this year’s 70th anniversary of both 
the Emmys and “Candid Camera” 
might be an appropriate time to at 
least acknowledge my father’s con-
tribution. They couldn’t be bothered. 

Back in 1947 when the radio 
show “Candid Microphone” pre-
ceded the TV version, my father did 
a skit in which he spoke to a man 
who specialized in organizing tes-
timonials. “Who are we honoring?” 
asked the guy. “Me,” said my dad. 

“OK. What are your accomplish-
ments?”

“I really don’t have any.”
“Well, who are the friends and 

colleagues who will speak about 
you?”

“None that I can think of.” 
“Then why the heck do you want 

a testimonial?”
“I’d just like to know what it’s like 

to be honored.” 
In real life, however, my dad 

didn’t covet honors or recognition. 
The payoff for Allen Funt was 

simply knowing that as a result 
of his efforts, so many millions of 
people were able to smile. 

A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming 
live appearances is available at 
www.CandidCamera.com. Peter 
Funt is a writer and speaker. His 
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is 
available at Amazon.com and 
CandidCamera.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

Why the inventor of reality shows deserves an Emmy

Allen Funt of “Candid Camera”
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The defining financial question of millennials: Do you want to live comfortably now, or in the future?
By Kelly Ann Smith
Bankrate.com (TNS)

Millennials are faced with the 
internal conflict almost every day: 
live comfortably now, or later?

Thanks to $1.5 trillion in student 
loan debt, rapidly increasing health 
care costs and high living costs, 
scraping by now often can be priori-
tized over worrying about retiring on 
a beach later.

Regardless, millennials are doing 
a good job at prioritizing retirement 
savings more than other genera-
tions. But most, including millennials 
themselves, believe their efforts still 

won’t be enough.
Current savings habits of millenni-

als show bleak financial futures.
Experts say saving 15 percent of 

your income should lead to comfort-
able retirement. Millennials are 
struggling to hit that target.

Only one-third of millennials cur-
rently have money saved for retire-
ment, according to a report from 
the National Institute on Retirement 
Security. Of that one-third, they 
have a median amount of about 
$19,100 saved.

For older millennials, those 
values aren’t ideal. There might still 

be time for younger ones to ramp up 
their savings — but affordability is a 
giant barrier.

For Susan Stalte, a 26-year-old 
health care professional in Pennsyl-
vania, her retirement savings are a 
work in progress. Each month, she 
puts $150 into a Roth IRA; it’s a 
number she admits “doesn’t feel like 
enough,” but she hopes to increase 
over time. She currently has about 
$2,500 saved.

However, Stalte says she’s often 
told that even having $1 million for 
retirement won’t suffice.

Based on Stalte’s current balance 
and savings habits, and under the 
assumption that she’d earn a 7 
percent annual return and like to 
retire at 65, Bankrate’s Roth IRA 
calculator shows that she will have 
only $392,530 by the time she’s 
ready to retire.

Stalte would have to nearly triple 
her monthly contributions to retire 
with a little over $1 million, consid-
ering Social Security benefits are 
expected to decrease over time.

When asked about her capability 
to triple her monthly savings, Stalte 
says the number is “terrifying” — but 
possible.

“I’ve known that I’ve had to 
someday invest that amount each 
month, but I think I was just waiting 
for the right time,” she says. “There 

will never be a right time, so better 
now than never. It’s very stressful to 
think about.”

Millennials have to choose: Live 
comfortably now, or later?

Some experts say retirees will 
need at least 80 percent of their pre-
retirement income once they quit 
the workforce. Not everyone has the 
same ability as Stalte to increase 
their savings — a recent Prudential 
survey finds that 70 percent of mil-
lennials can’t.

“The issue is not the inability to 
plan, it is the inability to save,” says 
Ben T., a survey respondent quoted 
in the survey. “Saving money for 
retirement just isn’t a luxury every-
one has.”

A giant factor in the inability to 
save more is debt. According to 
Harry Dalessio, head of full service 
solutions at Prudential, millennials 
are more focused on paying down 
their student loan and credit card 
debt than saving.
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Wind and solar farms can make their own weather, including rain over the Sahara
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

You already know that using 
solar and wind power can influence 
the climate by reducing our depen-
dence on heat-trapping fossil fuels. 
Now scientists say these renewable 
forms of energy can change the 
climate more directly — and do it in 

ways that might surprise you.
If wind turbines and solar panels 

were deployed across the Sahara, 
more rain would fall and more plants 
would grow in the massive Afri-
can desert, according to research 
published in Friday’s edition of the 
journal Science.

“Renewable energy can have 

multiple benefits for climate and 
sustainable development,” wrote a 
team led by researchers from the 
University of Maryland’s Depart-
ment of Atmospheric and Oceanic 
Science.

To figure this out, the researchers 
imagined three scenarios for the 
Sahara and the Sahel, a semi-arid 
region immediately to the south.

In one, the area is studded with 
wind turbines that stand more than 
300 feet high. In another, solar 
panels cover 20 percent of the land. 
The third case combines wind and 
solar farms — a setup that would 
produce about 82 terawatts of 
electricity per year. (For the sake of 
comparison, the entire world used 
roughly 18 terawatts of electrical 
power in 2017, according to study 
co-leader Yan Li.)

Once their hypothetical energy 
farms were built, the researchers 
fed the details into a sophisticated 
computer program that simulates 
Earth’s dynamic climate. Then the 
program made predictions about 
how the farms would change the 
environment.

In the case of wind farms, the 
giant turbines would cause warmer 
air from above to mix with cooler air 
below, bringing more heat close to 
the surface. Air temperatures near 
the ground would increase by nearly 
4 degrees Fahrenheit.

In addition, the turbines would 
interrupt the smoothness of the 
desert surface. Winds blowing 
through the area would move more 
slowly.

That, combined with the added 
heat, would change the atmospheric 
conditions over the Sahara and 
bring more moisture to the area. 
Average rainfall would increase by 
up to 0.25 of a millimeter per day 
— about double what it would have 
been otherwise, according to the 
study.

The additional water would fuel 
plant growth, and those extra plants 
would reduce the amount of sun-
light that’s reflected off the desert 
surface.

From there, it’s a positive 
feedback loop, the researchers 
explained: The reduced reflectivity 
(or surface albedo) enhances pre-
cipitation, which fuels plant growth, 
which reduces albedo, and so on.

The story is a little different for 
solar farms.

Instead of slowing the wind or 
causing hot and cool air to mix, 
the main effect of solar panels is to 
reduce albedo. That would increase 
average daily precipitation by about 
0.13 of a millimeter in the Sahara 
and 0.59 of a millimeter in the 
Sahel. The additional water would 
induce more plant growth, further 

reducing albedo and allowing the 
cycle to continue.

These changes were predicted to 
increase the maximum temperature 
by more than 2 degrees Fahrenheit, 
the researchers reported.

If wind and solar farms were 
combined, these effects would be 
“enhanced,” they said. Average daily 
precipitation would increase to 0.59 
of a millimeter. That’s nearly 1.5 
times higher than the Sahara would 
be in its natural state.

But the rain wouldn’t be spread 
evenly everywhere. The computer 
simulations predicted that parts 
of the Sahel could get as much 
as nearly 20 inches of additional 
precipitation per year. All that extra 
water could have “major eco-
logical, environmental, and societal 
impacts,” Li and his colleagues 
wrote.

Average temperature would also 
rise, by nearly 5 degrees Fahren-
heit.

Changes like these wouldn’t nec-
essarily happen everywhere solar 
farms are built, the researchers 
cautioned. In the Sahara, the key 
is that today’s typical solar panels 
would increase the surface albedo. 
But if the landscape were different, 
that might not be true.

Ditto if the solar panels were 
more efficient — that could cause 
temperatures to fall instead of rise. 
Without added heat, rainfall wouldn’t 
increase. It might even decrease, 
the researchers noted.

These are all factors to consider 
when building a wind or solar farm, 
they wrote.
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Unexpected coincidence recaptures stolen memory
By Lucy Luginbill
Tri-City Herald (TNS)

The coincidence was a “Kodak 
moment,” a snapshot of a time long 
forgotten. For a grieving daughter, 
the unexpected encounter brought 
a vivid picture, one captured 
through the eyes of another.

The timing couldn’t have been 
better.

“I got called to jury duty — every 
year I get called — and 160 of us 
were sitting in a dark room with bad 
coffee,” Dana 
Berry of Aurora, 
Ore., said, smil-
ing as she recalled the tedious wait. 
“I started chatting with a lady a 
couple of seats away and she said, 
‘You remind me of someone I know, 
but I can’t put my finger on it.’ “

Connecting the dots as they 
chatted was a good way for Dana 
to push back the gray sadness 
that day. Grief had felt close in the 
damp winter. The loss of her mom 
had come after years of caring for 
her parent while watching memo-
ries fade with Alzheimer’s disease.

“My mom had increasing memory 
loss, and she’d use sticky notes,” 
Dana explained. “I’m not kid-
ding; the walls and counters were 
covered. All of a sudden there’d be 
20 sticky notes with, ‘I need to get 
some Kleenex,’ or sour cream, or 
dog food.”

Dana remembered hours in 
the grocery store where her mom 
gathered countless tissue boxes or 
milk cartons, each a reminder on 
multiple notes. Eventually, Dana 
had to have a heart-to-heart talk 
with both of her parents. It was time 
to place them in extended care.

“It was about 10 years ago 
that my parents started having 
problems,” the businesswoman 
said, recalling how her dad was 
diagnosed with dementia and 
Parkinson’s disease, then her mom 
with Alzheimer’s shortly thereafter. 
“Seems like families usually get just 
one — and no family history either.”

A final goodbye to her 74-year-
old mother only a year after her 
dad was gone had left an empty 
place in Dana’s heart. Remaining 
were photo albums, reminders of a 
beautiful life.

For Dana, now sitting in the 
jurors’ room, remnants of her 
sorrow were eclipsed as the two 

women explored possible links to 
each other. Dana had been in the 
music industry in California and 
later in Portland. A semi-retired 
Realtor with a son and daughter, 
her network was complex.

Then an image emerged.
“She asked where I grew up,” 

Dana said, adding that she had told 
her the rural street name when she 
discovered the woman had lived 
in the town she knew well. “That’s 
when she said, ‘You remind me of 

a lady that lived 
on that road, but 
I haven’t seen 

her in years. Her name was Linda 
something.’ “

Dana’s world stood still.
“Weaver? That’s my mother!” 

Dana had exclaimed as myriad 
questions and never-heard stories 
followed. Suddenly, this daughter 
was transported back to a Sunday 
morning decades earlier.

Dana remembers how she had 
just finished singing with the church 
worship team when a woman from 
World Vision was invited to the 
podium. The presenter told the 
audience that she and a small team 
of ladies were planning to go to 
Africa to empower women. They 
were looking for one more “great 
woman” to join their effort, Dana 
said.

“My mom who had never done 
more than sit in the pew and go to 
a tea I forced her to go to, leans 
over to me and says, ‘I want to 
go to Africa,’ ” Dana said as she 
remembered her astonishment and 
skeptical thoughts. “This woman 
who has lipstick applied perfectly, 
clothes perfect even before she 
goes out to check the mail, ‘You’re 
going to go to a Third World coun-
try?’ ”

By November 1995, Dana’s 
mom was on the plane to Mauri-
tania, Africa with a group of seven 
women, including the wife of a U.S. 
senator, the wife of then World 
Vision’s president, and a National 
Geographic photographer.

“It was one of my mom’s most 
treasured experiences in her life. 
She adored all the women she trav-
eled and worked with over there,” 
Dana said of her mother’s mission 
trip from more than 20 years ago. 
“She had always been giving, 
caring, but it changed her.”

Now as Dana sat in the jury room 
side by side with the senior director 
at World Vision USA, the attentive 
daughter saw the trip — and her 
mother — through another’s eyes.

“She told me, ‘One of the things 
we so loved about your mom was 
her leadership, the way she prayed 
and how she touched the lives of 
the women,’ ” Dana said, reflecting 

on the effect of this astonishing tie 
with one person out of a room filled 
with 159 others.

In her typical humble way, 
Dana’s mother had never shared 
that part of the story. And as the 
years passed, and her Alzheimer’s 
disease had progressed, the 
memories were forever lost.

“To hear that,” Dana said, paus-
ing with emotion, “it wasn’t like 
my mom did amazing things, but 
in Africa it was amazing things for 

her.”
A bigger picture of her late 

mother that filled the empty spot 
in Dana’s heart with a long lost 
memory — in God’s perfect time.

(Lucy Luginbill is a career 
television producer-host and the 
Spiritual Life editor for the Tri-City 
Herald. In her column, she reflects 
on the meaning of her name, “Light 
Bringer.” If you have a story idea 
for Light Notes, contact her at 
lluginbill@tricityherald.com.)
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Did archaeologists find the oldest drawing made by humans?
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In an ancient seaside cave on 
the South African coast, archaeolo-
gists have found what may be the 
earliest known drawing created by 
a human.

This ancient piece of art is about 
73,000 years old, its discoverers 

say. It’s on the smooth, concave 
side of a grindstone tool that’s only 
1.5 inches long, and experiments 
in a French laboratory suggest it 
was created with a pointed piece 
of ochre.

The markings are not much 
to look at it. They consist of six 
relatively straight lines that are 

intersected by three wavy lines to 
form a rough crosshatch pattern.

But the simple red drawing 
predates any other known abstract 
or figurative drawings from Africa, 
Europe and Indonesia by 30,000 
years, according to a report in the 
journal Nature.

Francesco d’Errico, an archaeol-

ogist at the University of Bordeaux 
in France who worked on the study, 
said the find came as a surprise to 
the research team.

“It adds a new dimension to what 
these people were doing and rein-
forces the hypothesis that they had 
a symbolic culture,” he said.

The drawing was discovered as 
part of the excavation of Blombos 
Cave, which lies 190 miles east of 
Cape Town on the southern coast 
of South Africa. Teeth found in the 
cave indicate that it was used as 
a temporary residence by early 
modern humans as far back as 
100,000 years ago.

The grindstone was found in 
sedimentary layers that have been 
dated to between 77,000 and 
73,000 years ago. These layers 
also contained 67 shell beads, 
including some that had been 
colored with ochre.

Archaeologists had also found 
evidence that visitors to the cave 
were processing ochre to create 
a liquid pigment and storing it in 
abalone shells as much as 100,000 
years ago.

However, the drawing still came 
as a surprise.

It was first spotted by Luca 
Pollarolo, an archaeologist and 
honorary research fellow at the 
University of Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg.

Pollarolo had already examined 
thousands of flakes pulled from the 
cave as part of his work to better 
understand the technology used to 
produce stone tools. The markings 
on this particular flake looked odd 
to his trained eye, so he passed 
it along to the leaders of the dig 

— Christopher Henshilwood and 
Karen van Niekerk of the University 
of Bergen in Norway.

The researchers’ first step was to 
determine whether the lines were 
just part of the stone tool or if they 
had been put there by humans. 
Microscopic and chemical analy-
ses confirmed that the lines were 
chemically different from the rock, 
and that they were made of ochre.

Next, the researchers wanted 
to know how the ochre lines 
had gotten onto the rock. Was it 
painted? Was it drawn?

To answer this question, they 
brushed rocks with ochre paint and 
drew on rocks with ochre crayons 
(pieces of ochre that have been 
sharpened to a point on one end.)

It was painstaking work.
Ultimately, the team determined 

that the ochre lines were almost 
certainly made by drawing, not by 
painting.

Finally, the authors wanted to 
know whether the pattern was 
deliberately drawn to convey 
meaning or it was simply the result 
of processing ochre. Previous 
work had shown that these ancient 
people also used ochre as a glue 
additive and perhaps as a sun-
screen.

To test this, they tried grinding 
ochre in a way that would match 
the pattern on the grindstone, but 
this produced less than one mil-
ligram of ochre powder — hardly 
worth the effort. This led them to 
the conclusion that there was not a 
utilitarian purpose to the lines.

Reaction to the study has been 
mixed among the archaeological 
community.

The Blombos Cave drawing with ochre pencil on silcrete stone. 
Scientists say it’s the oldest known example of a drawing made by 
humans. (Craig Foster)
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Want to be happy in old age? Shut off the TV, get out of the house, Inquirer readers advise
By Stacey Burling
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

PHILADELPHIA — Joyce 
Abramson Sherman, 97, of Bensa-
lem, was among the first to send 
an email after she read a recent 
Inquirer story about how resilient 
seniors thrive after losing many 
friends and family members. We 
had asked readers to share their 
tips.

“My address book has more Xs 
than addresses,” wrote Sherman, 
a retired nurse who served in the 
Army during World War II.

She said it was tough to give up 
the car keys, but she still par-
ticipates in a veterans and senior 
group. Her advice: “I try to remem-
ber only the good times, not the 
bad. I always have a goal to make. 
When that is reached, I make a new 
one. …. Keep active. Watch Jeop-
ardy, read, do handiwork, and try 
to go on more social engagements 

than the doctor.”
Stephen Seplow, 77, a former 

Inquirer metropolitan editor, read 
the story before attending a funeral 
— his third for friends in six weeks. 
On the same weekend, though, he’d 
seen his grandson, an aspiring actor 
who is in high school, in a Fringe 
Festival play that he co-wrote and 
directed. “You just can’t have one 
without the other,” Seplow wrote. He 
told his grandson’s other grand-
father, “We are lucky sons of ... to 
have nights like that.”

Estelle Benson, 88, of Bala 
Cynwyd, said she has stayed 
exceptionally active since her 
husband’s death six years ago. 
Founder of the Guillain-Barre Syn-
drome Foundation, she still works 
in the office every day, travels, and 
maintains a busy social life. “Work-
ing is therapy,” she wrote. “Being 
with young people is the best. I get 
involved with their way of life and at 

the same time share my ‘old age’ 
wisdom with them! It saddens me to 
see so many of my contemporaries 
shut down and become a victim of 
circumstances, not a survivor.”

Kathleen Valle, 79, of South 
Philadelphia, has a wonderful 
time with a group of friends from 
kindergarten through high school. 
They’re all 78 or 79 now. Four of the 
original dozen have died “after ter-
rible illnesses.” Another is disabled. 
Those who are still standing, meet 
monthly to eat out and even trav-
eled to Florida to be with the “traitor” 
who retired out of state. Originally, 
they met in each others’ houses for 
dinner. As they aged, they switched 
to lunch. Then they started eating in 
restaurants.

“Because we are so close, it is 
like whatever happens to one of us, 

happens to all of us. We are always 
there to comfort each other,” Valle 
wrote. “Our advice to seniors is that 
you just have to stay close to your 
family and friends and to keep busy. 
We don’t dwell on the things from 
the past that we can’t change ‘cause 
that only makes things worse. We 
live for today and look forward to 
tomorrow.”

Online, a commenter named 
Nostromo talked about passing 
knowledge on: “When one becomes 
the last person who can name those 
folks in old, faded photographs, 
there comes a pause for weighty 
reflection. Throughout my life I 
gleaned information as I could from 
my loved ones, and still I realize just 
what a wealth of knowledge now 
lies just outside knowing. I impart 
as much as I can to my daughter, 

younger brothers, and stepson in 
hopes that some seeds will sprout 
and take hold.”

Commenter Crashtest recom-
mended hobbies as a way to build 
new relationships. “Watching TV as 
a hobby isn’t a good alternative,” he 
wrote.

Another commenter, Doctorhim, 
a caregiver, had a more sober view 
in a reply to a commenter who 
criticized an older relative. His 86-
year-old father has outlived his wife, 
most of his siblings, and his closest 
friends. 

He has been resistant to making 
new friends. “I can imagine him 
saying, ‘What’s the point?’ ” Doc-
torhim wrote. “It’s not easy to say 
what you’ll do in the hurricane until 
the rain and the wind start picking 
up.”
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ers’ mask and plate umpire Hunter 
Wendelstedt’s mask.

Strasburg’s next act, we assume, 
takes place in a saloon, with a six-
shooter, a mirror and a frying pan.

Early brain freeze
According to a University of 

Toronto study, brain power varies 
throughout the year but peaks in 
late summer and early autumn.

You’d never know it by the fan-
tasy-football roster we just drafted.

Injury of the Week
Georgia State football coach 

Shawn Elliott celebrated his team’s 
touchdown in a 41-7 loss to N.C. 
State with a fist bump — and tore 
his right biceps doing it. Luckily his 
team scored just that once, or Elliott 
might have wound up in traction.

Lose some, win some
Nationals catcher Spencer 

Kieboom lost a tooth while eating 
a baguette for breakfast, then hit 
his first big-league home run a few 
hours later. What were you expect-
ing, some choppers to short?

Pass the brownies
Some upscale hotels, to enhance 

relaxation for their guests, now offer 
cannabis-infused items on their 
room-service menu. Which begs the 
question: Did the Buffalo Bills — 47-
3 losers at Baltimore in their season 
opener — stay in an upscale hotel?

Talking the talk
— Coaching legend Lefty Driesell, 

not taking anything for granted at 
age 86 during his Basketball Hall of 
Fame induction speech: “The older 
you get, all you do is try to remem-
ber names and go to the bathroom.”

— ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel, on 
America’s love of fantasy sports: 
“Most of the guys I know studied 
harder for their fantasy-football draft 
this year than all of high school and 
college combined.”

Nole reversal
Florida State ran 10 plays in the 

red zone in its season-opening 24-3 
loss to Virginia Tech — for minus-11 
yards.

Say this much for the Seminoles: 
At least they showed up with a 
backup plan.

That’s taking a drop
King’s Walk Golf Course in Grand 

Forks, N.D., is using drones to 
deliver food and drinks that players 
order via app.

Chips, links and mulligan stew, 
we assume, are popular menu 
items.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER
Which is just a long way of 

saying, “Quit starting Nathan Peter-
man.”

Brown and out
The year 2017 was the most 

miserable one on record, according 
to a Gallup study.

“Tell us about it,” said Cleveland-
ers of the Browns’ 0-16 season.

Neanderthal ball
Archaeologists have discovered a 

73,000-year-old drawing on a cave 
wall in South Africa.

Initial reports say the depiction 
is a dead ringer for Woody Hayes’ 
off-tackle play.

Bing-bing-bing
Washington pitcher Stephen 

Strasburg, with just one magic bullet 
of a pitch, hit Phillies batter J.P. 
Crawford’s arm, catcher Matt Wiet-

 Win some, lose some
Back when NCAA rules allowed 

it, Florida State football coach 
Bobby Bowden took movie star Burt 
Reynolds — an ex-FSU player and 
a huge Seminoles booster — on a 
recruiting trip to Ohio to better his 
chances of sealing the deal. I’ll pitch 
FSU to the player, Bowden told 
Reynolds, while you sweet-talk the 
kid’s single mother.

“Well, the kid ended up going to 
Notre Dame,” Bowden quipped, 
“and the mother came to Florida 
State.”

Buffaloed again
The definition of insanity is doing 

the same thing over and over again, 
but expecting different results.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
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week ahead.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Under-

standing the facts may be more 
important than the facts themselves. 
A piece of news could persuade 
you to make a fateful change that 
could affect your financial situation. 
Remain cautious early in the week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In 
the week to come, you may worry 
about paying your bills or taking 
care of possessions. Fix whatever 
breaks and fulfil your obligations, 
but don’t volunteer to take on any 
additional duties or financial com-
mitments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Steer 
clear of family feuds. Don’t let home 
grown prejudices or pride blind you 
to the truth. In the week ahead, you 
might be forced to follow through 
on your promises but receive little 
recognition for your efforts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Reverse the polarity. The upcom-
ing week might teach you that 
happiness is just as contagious as 
negativity. Avoid starting anything of 
importance until the end of the week 
when conditions are more favorable.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Focus on kindness and generosity. 
Some people you deal with in the 
week ahead may be cranky or can-
tankerous. If you are ethical, no one 
will be able to harm your reputation 
by spreading gossip and innuendo.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
During the week ahead, you may 
learn a new skill or become fasci-
nated by a subject that improves 
your life in some important way. 
Work conditions may seem restric-
tive or intolerable if you ignore the 
rules.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): If 
you focus too closely on the minute 
details, you might miss the big pic-
ture. You will be able to break away 
from a rigid mindset after the middle 
of the week. Then you can easily 
embrace an on-the-job learning 
opportunity.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Watching the world from an ivory 
tower won’t put the money in the 
bank. You must work hard and 
employ a realistic attitude to reach 
the top of the ladder. Don’t become 
discouraged by criticisms in the 

Jumbles: GIZMO  TROLL  MUTINY  FOSSIL
Answer: If you asked Tolstoy why “War and Peace” had 1,225 pages, he’d 
say it was a -- LONG STORY

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Meet challenges with compo-
sure. You may be surprised to find 
you excel at activities you never 
dared to try before. You may be 
miserly about pennies now but can 
spend more freely by the end of the 
week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Buck up and suck it up. The first few 
days of the week may be filled with 
minor challenges and crises of con-
science. Stay on top of deadlines 
but don’t take on more responsibili-
ties than you can safely handle.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Stay focused on straddling the 
middle ground where you can be 
both sociable and businesslike as 
this week plays out. Since you may 
be thrown in contact with others 
who expect the best, try to look your 
best.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Play now, pay later. You might have 
more interest in social activities than 
in work, but don’t ignore obligations. 
Schedule important financial deci-
sions and crucial business appoint-
ments for the last half of the week.

  History of the World On This Day
           OCTOBER 2
1870 - Rome was made the 

capital of Italy.
1876 - The Agricultural and 

Mechanical College of Texas 
opened. It was the state’s first ven-
ture into public higher education. 
The school was formally dedicated 
2 days later by Texas Gov. Richard 
Coke. 

1950 - “Peanuts,” the comic strip 
created by Charles M. Schulz, was 
published for the first time in seven 
newspapers. 

          OCTOBER 3
1863 - U.S. President Lincoln 

declared that the last Thursday of 
November would be recognized as 
Thanksgiving Day. 

1906 - W.T. Grant opened a 25-
cent department store. 

1961 - “The Dick Van Dyke 
Show” debuted on CBS-TV. 

          OCTOBER 4
1648 - The first volunteer fire 

department was established in New 
York by Peter Stuyvesant. 

1931 - The comic strip “Dick 
Tracy” made its debut in the Detroit 
Daily Mirror. The strip was created 
by Chester Gould.

1957 - “Leave it to Beaver” 
debuted on CBS-TV. 

          OCTOBER 5
1921 - The World Series was 

broadcast on the radio for the first 
time. The game was between the 
New York Giants and the New York 
Yankees.

1930 - Laura Ingalls became the 
first woman to make a transconti-
nental airplane flight. 

1947 - U.S. President Harry S 
Truman held the first televised 
presidential address from the White 
House. The subject was the current 
international food crisis. 

          OCTOBER 6
1848 - The steamboat SS 

California left New York Harbor 
for San Francisco via Cape Horn. 
The steamboat service arrived on 
February 28, 1849. The trip took 4 
months and 21 days. 

1889 - The Kinescope was 
exhibited by Thomas Edison. He 
had patented the moving picture 
machine in 1887. 

          OCTOBER 7
1913 - For the first time, Henry 

Ford’s entire Highland Park 
automobile factory was run on a 
continuously moving assembly line 
when the chassis was added to the 
process. 

1956 - A U.S. House subcommit-
tee began investigations of alleg-
edly rigged TV quiz shows. 

          OCTOBER 8
1918 - U.S. Corporal Alvin C. 

York almost single-handedly killed 
25 German soldiers and captured 
132 in the Argonne Forest in 
France. York had originally tried to 
avoid being drafted as a conscien-
tious objector. After this event, he 
was promoted to sergeant and was 
awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. 

1950 - U.N. forces crossed into 
North Korea from South Korea. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Scale readings: Abbr.
4 Pau or Marc of the NBA
9 Roofing material
14 Snicker syllable
15 Essential acid, familiarly
16 Online cash-back deal
17 WSW’s opposite
18 Giveaway bags
19 Lone Star State
20 Painful reality that one doesn’t 

want to face
23 Bite-sized fish dish
24 Bond creator Fleming
25 “I thought so!”
28 Close enough to share intimate 
secrets
33 Didn’t toss out
34 Vigilant
35 2015 award for Steph Curry
39 Have a craving (for)
42 Crucifix letters

43 Skin irritations
45 Slips that promise payment
47 Features of many mountain 
roads
53 Walk-__: small roles
54 British ref. work
55 March b-ball tourneys, casually
57 1984 #1 hit for Cyndi Lauper
62 Nest sound
64 Start to type?
65 Chaney of horror films
66 Tapered boat
67 Five minutes past a quarter of
68 “Patience __ virtue”
69 Use up money
70 Cook, as mussels
71 Body art, briefly ... and, initially, 
a hint to this puzzle’s four longest 
answers

DOWN
1 Stimulates, as an appetite
2 Basic training command
3 “Good grief!”
4 London airport
5 “I __ the opinion ... “
6 In __: unmoved
7 New law student
8 Went berserk
9 Porky Pig’s girlfriend
10 “Yeah, right!”
11 Financial shelter
12 Windy City “L” operator: Abbr.
13 Stag party attendees
21 23-Across tuna
22 Cheering word
26 MŸnster mister
27 Italian wine region
29 __ lime pie
30 Big primate
31 Laundry day target
32 Quarterback Manning
35 This, in Spain
36 Scattered, as seed
37 Uncorrupted
38 “Of course!”
40 Angler’s pole
41 Cashew or almond
44 Trod heavily
46 Solarium
48 Set eyes on
49 Responds well to change
50 Sales slip: Abbr.
51 Stick the landing, say
52 Stuffed Indian pastry
56 Parisian political body
58 Get the creases out of
59 Stew (over)
60 “When you hear the __, please 
leave your message”
61 Jazzy James
62 Emails a dupe to
63 WWII General __ Arnold
(c) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
SEA  BAY  LAKE  POND  COVE  OCEAN  STRAIT  LAGOON
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey JonesDID YOU KNOW?
• Penguins’ eyes work better underwater than they do in the air, giving 

them superior eyesight to spot prey.
• The sun’s core is so hot that a piece of it the size of a pinhead would give 

off enough heat to kill a person 160 kilometres away.
• Flamingo chicks are born gray or white and take up to three years to 

reach their mature pink, orange or red plumage.
• Flamingos are monogamous birds that lay only a single egg each year. If 

that egg is lost or damaged, they typically do not lay a replacement.
• Of all the words in the English language, the word “set” has the most 

definitions.
• Hyenas aren’t actually dogs. They are more closely related to cats.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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