
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Only one-third of Americans trust 
traditional national news sources, 
according to Pew 
research. 

And according to 
Gallup, 75 percent 
of Americans believe the informa-
tion they receive from friends’ social 
media posts is as reliable as that from 
traditional news organizations despite 
the fact that, unlike traditional news 
media, there are few regulations 
governing social media. 

As a retired journalist who spent 
almost half a century working for 
newspapers that tried to present 
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By John Toth
The Bulletin

I posted a link to The Bulletin’s 
Facebook page the other day. It 
was a link of a graphic map from a 
Houston TV station showing that a 
weather system was approaching 
the Gulf of Mexico.

An innocent but informative post. 
We have done it thousands of times 
before.

A few minutes later, I tried to post 
a congratulatory message about the 
Astros sweeping the Twins, and I got 
the following result:

“Your Page has been unpublished.
“It looks like recent activity 

on your Page doesn’t follow the 
Facebook Page Policies regarding 
impersonation and pretending to be 
an individual or business.”

Really? The Bulletin has been 
around since July 1994, 10 years 
longer than Facebook. We were 
publishing when the Internet was in 
its infancy. 

We posted on our website the 
election results for local races in 
1996 on the night of the election.  
We would have posted it on Face-
book also, but Mark Zuckerberg was 

Ramblings

Walking away from COVID for a while
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

After watching the daily COVID-19 
coverage on CNN, I’ve found that 
the best way to overcome lingering 
thoughts of depression, hopeless-
ness, and Chris Cuomo is by going on 
a brisk walk around our neighborhood 
with my wife.

Not only do we get some exercise, 
but it also gives us a chance to vent 

about the worries and frustrations of 
living with three teenage daughters 
during a pandemic, which makes us 
feel depressed and hopeless again, 
but at least we’re exhausted and 
sweaty.

Really, though, I’m not sure how 
much actual exercise we get on 
these power strolls - other than when 
we’re assaulted by one of those 

Social media posts vs. news media Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

In last week’s column, I recalled 
my “girls’ road trip,” which took 
us to the Big Bend National Park, 
where our minivan 
decided to have 
a fit and started 
leaking transmis-
sion fluid, stranding us in the middle 
of nowhere.

That’s how we met Archie, who 
owned the only repair shop around.

We drove up to the shop and 
asked for Archie. A wiry redneck 

grease monkey, wearing a dirty 
straw hat, greasy muscle shirt and 
jeans, came out. We went into his 
office and explained our situation. 

He gave us some much-appre-
ciated cold water 
while he assessed 
the situation. He 
came back and 

told us it was indeed the gasket that 
had ruptured – and that was all. He 
could fix that. Sigh of relief from we 
ladies. However, he did not have 
that gasket, and it would have to 

Memories are made of this

Girls’ road trip gone wild: Part 2
We ventured to Mexico and hid from bears  

news in a fair way, I find these num-
bers disheartening.

I am worried many Americans 
now see traditional news sources 

as old news and 
instead are turning 
to dark places 
on the Internet 

for information. Facts get ignored; 
conspiracy theories take root. 

Things have only gotten worse 

Dispute spins 
around vinyl 

records
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The development of 
Modern forecasting

Ancient Greeks and weather forecasting
The Greek philosophers had much to say about meteorology, and many 

who subsequently engaged in weather forecasting no doubt made use of 
their ideas. Unfortunately, they probably made many bad forecasts. Aristotle, 
who was the most influential, did not believe that wind is air in motion. He 
did believe, however, that west winds are cold because they blow from the 
sunset. Greek philosphers may believe that Gods exist, but the Gods are 
not causing the weather. Epicurus, for example, suggests that weather just 
happen naturally. And so we shouldn’t worry about the Gods.

The scientific study of meteorol-
ogy did not develop until measuring 
instruments became available. 

Its beginning is commonly 
associated with the invention of 
the mercury barometer by Evan-
gelista Torricelli, an Italian physi-
cist-mathematician, in the mid-17th 
century and the nearly concurrent 
development of a reliable thermom-
eter. (Galileo had constructed an 
elementary form of gas thermom-
eter in 1607, but it was defective; 
the efforts of many others finally 
resulted in a reasonably accurate 
liquid-in-glass device.)

Major scientific breakthroughs 
of the period made it possible to 
measure and better understand 
unknown aspects of the atmosphere 
and its behaviour. During the 19th 
century, all of these brilliant ideas 
began to produce results in terms of 
useful weather forecasts.

By 1849 Joseph Henry of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washing-
ton, D.C., was plotting daily weather 
maps based on telegraphic reports, 
and in 1869 Cleveland Abbe at the 
Cincinnati Observatory began to 
provide regular weather forecasts 
using data received telegraphically.

By the early decades of the 19th 
century, it was known that storms 
were associated with low baromet-
ric readings, but the relation of the 
winds to low-pressure systems, 
called cyclones, remained unrecog-
nized.

Accurare weather forecasting was 
still many years away.



a pendant, SET bail, SET sail, SET 
store by, SET up shop, SET some-
one straight, SET the stage for, 
SET up housekeeping, SET aside 
a conviction, watch the sun SET, 
SET about solving a problem, SET 
forth ideas, SET foot in, SET off for 
Europe, hope swindlers don’t SET 
you up... the list RUNS on so long 
we have to RUN just now.

Bacteria math
Q. Imagine at 11 a.m., a single 

bacterium enters a bottle, then 
divides into 2 bacteria by 11:01, 4 
by 11:02, 8 by 11:03, and so on. 
Suppose the bottle is full by noon. 
That’s 2 to the 60th power bacteria 
-- a colossal number! The colony 
overwhelms its resources and is 
doomed. Now figure: if the bottle 
was full at noon, when was it half 
full?

A. Because it took an hour to 
fill the bottle, many people guess 
it took half the time -- until 11:30 
-- to half fill it, say Jeffrey Bennett 
et al. in “Using and Understanding 
Mathematics.”  But do you see the 
fallacy? In fact the bacteria doubled 
from 11:59 to 12:00, so the bottle 
was half full at 11:59. That was just 
a minute before the disaster!

Question 2: Now further imagine 
that at 11:59 some math-savvy 
bacteria see the problem and start 
a space program, sending out 
bacterial ships in search of new 
bottles. They discover 3 new bottles, 
and away go migrants to fill them. 
“Given that the bacteria now have 
4 bottles rather than just one, how 
much time have they gained for 
their civilization?”

Answer 2:  Not much, because if 
they fill one bottle at noon, they fill 2 
bottles by 12:01, all 4 by 12:02. “The 
discovery of 3 new bottles gives 
them only 2 additional minutes.” (A 
parable on exponential growth in the 
world, from Albert A. Bartlett.)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Dog vs. cat loyalty scale
Q. Are dogs or cats more faithful 

to their masters?
A. Not to start a 7-Year-Canine-

Feline-War, but as on all great mat-
ters polemical, you need to define 
your terms.

Tales of mistreated dogs staying 
by abusive owners are classic, 
says British cat welfare advocate 
and freelance writer Sarah Hartwell 
(www.messybeast.com). Basically, 
they don’t know what else to do. 
Dogs live and hunt communally, and 
their survival strategy is as a tight 
pack with a strong hierarchy where 
every individual knows who its boss 
is, and who it can boss around. This 
way, they catch prey larger than 
themselves and share with others. 
The human owner fits in as pack 
leader.

So, are the dogs remaining 
faithful or just following their pack 
instinct? “Many dogs are undoubt-
edly attached to their owners, but 
their innate social behavior can 
be mistaken for faithfulness,” says 
Hartwell. Overlaid on this is breed-
ing of dogs for puppy traits - bark-
ing, playing - further reinforcing low 
rank in the pecking order.

Cats will have none of this. They 
don’t buy into a ranking and won’t 

tolerate bullying, but will leave 
instead. They are solitary hunters, 
rather than pack hunters.

“Traditionally, cats were kept to 
control vermin. This did not require 
them to be faithful to individual 
humans.”

Still, cats brought up in a loving 
household will be faithful in return - 
but this has to be earned - and bring 
home “hunting trophies” to show 
appreciation. Cats, like dogs, can be 
trained, but demand rewards such 
as food, not just lavish praise.

So, Big Dog Boss vs. Cat Tit for 
Tat.

Wordy definitions
Q. Which word in English has the 

most definitions?
A. Get SET to answer this and, 

yes, that’s the answer: “Set.” This 
short word has some 450 defini-
tions in the 20-plus-volume “Oxford 
English Dictionary” (OED), says the 
online Dictionary.com. Others in the 
RUNning are run estimated at 400; 
go, 370; take, 340; stand, 330; get 
and turn, 290; put:,270; fall, 260; 
and strike, 250.

“Set” has so many meanings and 
nuancings that its listed definitions 
and sample usages RUN longer in 
counted words than Ernest Hem-
ingway’s novel “The Old Man and 
the Sea.” You can SET a precedent, 
SET to music, SET an emerald in 

If you enjoy reading 
The Bulletin, please 

tell your friends 
about us or pick 

up extra copies for 
them. Please let our 

advertisers know that 
you saw their ads in  

The Bulletin.
Baywood Foods Shopping Center  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

MAYBE NOW YOU’LL 
LISTEN TO ME … AWWWKA: 
homeowner in Brockville, Ontario, 
failed to heed the squawk of his 
parrot as a thief was sneaking into 
the residence and stealing the 
man’s credit card. Fortunately, a 
neighbor snapped a photo of the 
thief as he was leaving. Police said 
that the homeowner ignored the 
bird, because “he isn’t always a 
reliable source of information.”  

HELLO HON’, I’M GONNA 
BE A LITTLE LATE: A 21-year-
old man, on his way to a date in 
Port St. Lucie, Fla., checked his 
teeth in his rearview mirror, drifted 
across the center lane, and crashed 
head-on into a police car heading in 
the opposite direction. 

IS THE LESSON HERE 
“ALWAYS WEAR YOUR OWN 
PANTS?”: Police, who broke up a 
fight between two men on the street 
in Fort Pierce, Fla., searched one 
of the combatants and found four 
bags of marijuana and MDMA in his 
left pants pocket. He told officers, 
“The pants he was wearing did not 
belong to him.”  

FAMILY CHRISTMAS DIN-
NERS ARE GOING TO BE A 
BIT AWKWARD: A man proposed 
to his daughter’s ex-boyfriend while 
the three of them were on his yacht 
in the Adriatic Sea on a vacation trip 
to Croatia. 

GO AHEAD, MAKE MY DAY: 
Three grandmothers have taken up 
arms to scare off crop-raiding mon-
keys in the village of Keiishi Town, 
in Fukui City, Japan. Whenever the 
animals appear, the ladies drop their 
housework and rush to the scene 
in their aprons and fire at them with 
air guns. 

HONEY, SOMEONE’S AT 
THE DOOR: A tire came off a car 
after an extremely violent crash 
and zoomed across the front lawn 
of a home in Pataskala, Ohio, at 65 
mph. It bounced off a tree root and 
slammed into the front of the house 
before shattering a pillar, breaking 
the mailbox and hitting the doorbell. 

O.K. PAL, CONVERSATION 
OVER! … POW!:   An undressed 
man, who was deliberately blocking 
traffic on a street in Ukraine, stood 
in front of a car being driven by a 
huge muscular man with a shaved 
head. The driver got out of his car, 
and asked him to move out of the 
way, but he stood there defiantly 
with arms crossed. So the driver  
knocked him out with one punch. 

BUT HE HAS A GREAT 
PERSONALITY: A 29-year-old 
man from Finsterwalde, Germany, 
who is covered in tattoos, has 
spent thousands of dollars on body 
modifications, and has even had 
tongue-splitting surgery and had 
both of his ears removed to make 
his head look like a skull. He is 
currently single and unemployed 
and believes it could be because of 
his appearance. 

VA VA ZOOM: A Philippines’ 
government official accidentally 
joined a Zoom meeting with his 
colleagues, leaving the camera on 
while he had intimate relations with 
his secretary. 

SARGE, WE HAVE AN 
EXCELLENT LEAD ON THIS 
ONE: Three men, who were on 
already on pretrial release for previ-
ous offenses, carried out a string of 
burglaries in Hollywood, Fla., while 
wearing court-ordered ankle moni-
tors that track their locations.

still in grade school.
So, we’re not just pretending to 

be a business, having been incorpo-
rated for 27 years. And, I am a real 
person - have been all my life.

So, dear Facebook computer, 
we are more real than the AI that 
generated that message after it took 
us out of digital circulation without 
giving us a chance to respond and 
correct its mistake.

It remains a mystery, as I’m writ-
ing this, why Facebook shut down 
our harmless page while its AIs 
allow all kinds of trash to be posted 
on some other pages. 

Our page is non-controversial 
by design - we are not looking for 
things that divide us, but for the 
common denominator that allows 
our readers to get away from the 
convoluted current events and 
escape into our world of stories and 
columns for a short while.

What is really frustrating is that 
there is no phone number to call, 
and Facebook does not offer a 
method, like a dropdown box, to 
explain anything. It did provide one 
button to push if we disagreed with 
its decision. 

So, I pushed it.
Maybe the computers will talk 

to each other, take a vote and 
republish our Facebook site. At this 

point, I don’t have a clue about what 
will happen. But I consider myself 
lucky that a long time ago I made 
Facebook just an add-on.

This rude awakening also made 
me realize the value of print. The 
paper you are holding in your hands 
right now and enjoy reading was 
made with the latest technical gad-
gets that this geek publisher gets to 
play with daily. But once it is printed, 
delivered, picked up and being read, 
there is no chance that anything or 
anyone can shut it down. There is 
no AI that can change its content or 
take it away from you. It’s just ink on 
paper, designed by yours truly each 
week.

That’s part of the magic of print. 
Plus, after you finish reading it, the 
paper can be used for a lot of pur-
poses, such as cushioning items in 
a box or package, cleaning windows 
and the grill, serving as a drop cloth,  
and many other functions.

Try that with your iPod while 
surfing Facebook.

So, dear Facebook AI, or Mark, 
or whatever your name is, take your 
time deciding whether to reintroduce 
The Bulletin’s page to the world. It 
would have been nice to get some 
notice before you pulled the plug.

Anyway, please take that plug 
and stick it up your ventilation fan.

To be continued.

Bulletin’s Facebook site temporarily down
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• “Possums” and “opossums” are different animals. Possums are Australian, 

and opossums are North American.
• In 1989, Forbes listed Pablo Escobar as one of the richest men in the 

world with a net worth of $3 billion. His son said they were ‘not even close’ to 
his true fortune. (It’s estimated that Escobar made at least $60 million a day 
during his peak in the 1980s)

• In 2008, divers who went missing off the coast of Indonesia spent 10-hours 
in shark-infested waters before finally reaching “safety” on a remote island. 

Only to find that the island was full of hungry Komodo dragons.
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PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

How keeping a car for 15 years can pay you $230,000
By Carla Fried
Rate.com (TNS)

What you drive — and for how 
long — can play a big role in what 
you’re able to save for retirement. 
For many households, years without 
a car payment will be the key to 
financial security.

Nationally, the average for models 
owned by the original owner for at 
least 15 years is 7.7%. It should be 
a lot higher, given the increased 
reliability of today’s vehicles and the 
financial rewards of holding onto a 
car or truck.

Yet flipping cars every few years 
has become a costly habit for many 
households. Car data site Edmunds.
com reported that more than 40% of 
the cars traded in this past May still 

had an outstanding loan balance 
(known as negative equity). 

The average car loan is a smidge 
less than six years these days, 
which suggests a whole lot of 
people don’t own their car for even 
that long.

Edmunds noted that trading in 
with negative equity might have an 
upside given the potential to finance 
a new car (and roll over your unpaid 
loan balance on the car you’re trad-
ing in) at a lower interest rate.

What that overlooks is that you’ve 
just increased your loan balance 
and likely just signed on for a fresh 
six years (or more) of new loan 
payments. That’s time (and money) 
you won’t have for other goals.

Paying off the loan in five years 

and then driving the car for, say, 
another 10 would give you 10 years 
of no payments.

Right now the average car loan 
payment is around $570 a month 
according to Experian Automo-
tive. Invest $570 a month for 10 
years, and you will have more 
than $88,000, assuming a 5% 
annualized return. If that money is 
for retirement, and you just let the 
$88,000 keep compounding (again, 
at an assumed 5% annualized rate) 
it will be worth more than $140,000 
in another 10 years. After 20 years 
it’s grown to more than $230,000.
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#1 Cut Pork Bones .... Lb. 
$1.49

Ox Tails........................  Lb. 
$9.89

#1 Light Pork Ribs ....Lb.  $2.79

Chicken Wings ..40 Lb. 
$98.99

Chicken Leg Qtrs..40 Lb.
$17.99

Cut Turkey Necks..... Lb. 
$2.09

Bone-In Pork Butts ..... Lb. 
$1.79

Cut Pigs Feet............. Lb. 
$2.09

#1 Beef Brisket ......... Lb. 
$2.69

Jumbo 

Clean & Cut

PLEASECALL TO ORDER

979.297.3449
636 Dixie Drive, Clute, TX 77531
M-F 8am-6pm & Sat 8am-1pm

 

Email: franksdixiemeats@cs.com

Se Habla Español

Prices Good Thru 10-07-20

DISCOUNT PRICES
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

$2399
Homemade Ground
Chuck Patties

SpecialBacon............... 10 Lb. 
$26.95

Ribeyes ............... Lb. 
$13.99

Basa ..........15 Lb. Case 
$53.95

Oil .......................35 Lb. 
$28.39

Try Our
Homemade Sausage
6 Di�erent Kinds

$599
Lb.

FRANK’S DIXIE
MEAT & CATERING

20 • 1/4Lb. Or 15 • 1/3Lb. Or 10 •  1/2Lb

COMPLETE DEER
PROCESSING

Make Your Own Sausage At Home,
We Have Pork, Spices, Casings.

All of your needs!

20-Lb.
Special

#2 - 20 POUND
BASKET SPECIAL

$11990

Let Us Cook
for your next event or

special occasion!
Parties, Weddings, Funerals

Call For Prices

3lb. Boneless Brisket Stew Meat
3lb. Tenderized Round Steak
3lb. Boneless Sirloin Steak
3lb. Choice Rib Eye Steak
4lb. Roast
3lb. Ground Chuck
2lb. Pork Chops E/C

Prices Good Thru 10-13-2020

invisible ninja spider webs and have 
a synchronized full-body cardio freak-
out in the middle of the street. We 
then pray that nobody saw us and 
that the spider hasn’t set up house-
keeping in our underwear.

Because we usually walk late 
in the evening, I often carry an old 
broom handle, both for protection and 
so that I can pretend like I’m Gandalf 
from “The Lord of the Rings.” You 
never know when you might have to 
face an orc, goblin, or the neighbor’s 
flesh-eating Chihuahua mix.

On a few of our walks, we’ve seen 
actual wildlife, and I don’t mean chil-
dren on those electric scooters. No, 
I mean real woodland creatures not 
normally found frolicking around yard 
art and garage sales.

Recently, while walking at night, 
we stumbled upon a large copper-
head snake rippling across the warm 
pavement. After we shared a special 
moment together admiring its natural 
beauty - we both rushed back home 
for a fresh pair of Nike shorts.

As we were passing by our house 
on another evening walk, my wife 
spotted what appeared to be an 
obese housecat in need of a sub-
stance-abuse intervention waddling 
underneath my eldest daughter’s car. 
When I squatted down to identify the 
creature, I came eye-to-eye with a 
corpulent opossum huddling directly 
under the drain plug - and I couldn’t 
even talk him into doing a quick oil 
change.

Speaking of untamed animals, we 
always invite our daughters to join us 
on our walks. Usually, they respond 
by looking up at us from their cell 
phones as if we just asked them to 
crawl over hot shards of broken glass 
using only their lips and eyeballs.

 Occasionally, though, our middle 
daughter accompanies us and uses it 
as an opportunity to demonstrate that 
no matter how little exercise she gets 
on a daily basis, she can still make 
both of her parents look and feel like 
disabled Galapagos tortoises as she 
sprints up hills and runs in circles 
around us.

Even so, it gives us an opportunity 
to have some quality time visiting with 
her - until she announces that she is 
going to jog the rest of the way home 
because I’ve started asking questions 
about her current boyfriend - like 
whether or not she approves of his 
deodorant.

Over the past few months, I’ve 
really come to depend on these daily 
walks with my wife, and I think she 
enjoys them, as well. Eventually, I’ll 
probably wind up like one of those 
elderly dudes taking laps around the 
local shopping mall concourse in 
my nylon training suit, listing ever so 
slightly toward the Victoria’s Secret 
store when I pass by.

Until then, I’ll continue to hit the 

streets of our neighborhood so I can 
try to forget about COVID-19 for a 
while, breathe some fresh air, and 
entertain the neighbors when I walk 
through a spider web.

(Copyright 2020 Jase Graves 
distributed exclusively by Cagle Car-
toons newspaper syndicate. Graves 
is an award-winning humor columnist 
from East Texas. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.)

Daily walks help cope with COVID, but not with spiders
(Continued from Page 1)

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457



Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is 
our specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.
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I buy all types of RV’s, trailers, motorhomes, 5th wheels, horse 
trailers with living quarters, any make, any condition. Call or 
text (832)-296-3066. Cash paid. Top Dollar. We come to you.

Brazoria Lions take another aim at annual gun raffle
The Brazoria Lions Club is begin-

ning its sale of raffle tickets for its 
annual gun raffle. 

Again, this year, the event will 
offer four large prizes in addition to 
the traditional long guns.

There will be 96 hunting rifles (no 
shotguns again this year), a Toro 
Time Cutter Zero Turn Mower, a 360 
Z Zero Turn Mower, a SPX Series 
Lawn Tractor and a Polaris Sports-
man 450 4x4. 

The sale of tickets has begun, 

continuing until the drawing on 
Thursday, Dec. 10.

Before the drawing, there 
will be a social at 6 p.m. at the 
Brazoria Heritage Foundation’s 
Lloyd Thomas Gymnasium at 205 
N. Nevada in Brazoria, pending 
COVID-19 CDC protocol. 

This is the Brazoria Lions Club’s 
major fundraiser for the year, and 
proceeds benefit local Brazoria 
Lions Club projects.

Raffle tickets are $20 each or six 

for $100 and can be bought from 
any Brazoria Lions Club member. 

Only 5,000 tickets will be sold. 
Tickets are available from any 
Brazoria Lion.  

Tickets will also be sold at Tractor 
Supply in Lake Jackson on Fridays 
and at Stewart’s in Brazoria on 
Thursdays, beginning Oct. 2. 

Purchase of a raffle ticket also 
entitles the ticket holder to a barbe-
cue sandwich, chips and a drink at 
the drawing Dec. 10. No take-out 

plates will be provided. 
Live auction, silent auction, and 

other chances to win or bid on other 
prizes will be offered at the event.

  All prizes as listed on the raffle 
ticket MUST be claimed within 30 
days of the drawing. 

Winners will have choices of cali-
bers on model drawn on hand – first 
come, first choice.

 All gun winners must pass a 

NICS background check.
Winners of mowers and Polaris 

UTV are responsible for any tax, 
title or license associated with the 
prize.

Winners need not be present to 
win.

 Get your tickets before they run 
out!

 For more information, call: (979) 
798-4444.

The latest activity popular during the pandemic: writing your will
By Richard Chin
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — Along with 
bread baking, bike riding and 
playing board games, add this to 
the list of things that have become 
more popular during the pan-
demic: writing your will.

Several local lawyers special-
izing in trust and estate work say 
the number of people coming to 
them to prepare a will has shot up 
20 to 35% since the COVID-19 
virus hit.

“I have been busier now than in 
all 23 years of my practice,” said 
Mary Alice Fleming, an estate 
planning attorney with the DeWitt 
law firm in Minneapolis. “It’s been 
unbelievable.”

Local lawyers say the clients 
who have come to them recently 
have included teachers, doctors 
and other people who think they 
might be in particular risk of con-
tracting the coronavirus.

“These aren’t necessarily old 
people,” said Minneapolis attorney 

Ivory Umanah.
The pandemic has been a 

wake-up call for some that we are 
all mortal.

“All of a sudden people are 
realizing they’re not getting out of 
this alive,” said Chris Dahlberg, an 
attorney in Duluth.

Lawyers also said that during 
the pandemic, they are seeing 
less of the procrastination that 
clients used to exhibit when doing 
the work needed to write a will or 
a health care directive.
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come from Alpine. So, it would be 
about three days.

We explained we were from 
Houston (turns out he was, too) on 
vacation, and this had already taken 
up two days of our explorations. 
Were there any cars we could rent? 
He said no – but maybe he could 
fix us up. Sometimes the Mayor of 
Lajitas rented out his old car. Archie 
called him and then gave us a lift to 
Lajitas Trading Post. 

Lajitas was a tourist-trap town 
salvaged from its original purpose – 
a movie set. (Lone Star, Dead Man’s 
Walk, Streets of Laredo - part of the 
Lonesome Dove miniseries - were 
filmed there.) 

Back then, the Unofficial Mayor 
of Lajitas was Clay Henry III, a 
beer-drinking goat, and you could 
buy him a beer if you wanted. (After 
two more replacement goats, the 
stable and general store where we 
went and where the human mayor 
lived, closed.)

We never met the Mayor, but the 
cashier in the trading post had us fill 
out the paperwork on the car, told 
us the car was hard to start – you 
had to wiggle the key in the ignition 
– and handed us the keys to this old 
boat of a Cadillac. We had breakfast 
at the post, and we were off again.

From Archie’s, we went into 
Mexico to find a bakery that 
Zoeanne had heard of. Back then, 
there were no checkpoints going 
into Mexico - you simply drove in. 
We looked for a bakery, or any sign 
of a city. The area looked rougher 
and rougher as we drove. Since 
none of us knew enough Spanish to 
ask directions, we retreated back to 
the U.S.A.

We spent three days cruising 
around west Texas in that Caddy. 
We had to check back every day to 
see if the minivan was ready.

 We visited the art colony in 
Terlingua and had lunch at La Kiva. 
If you have never been there, you 
need to go. La Kiva means “The 
Cave.” 

To get into it, you have to open 
this huge chandeliered door about 
18 inches thick and walk down a 
long hallway lined with pay washing 
machines and dryers and rooms of 
pay showers (25 cents a minute for 
water) leading into the Cave.

It was a fantasy land interior, and 

the food was cooked by gourmet 
chefs. I had the BEST avocado 
burger there.

Each stop and start we made, 
that Caddy got harder and harder 
to start. It guzzled gas, but it was a 
kick to ride around in. Finally, on the 
third day, the minivan was ready. 

Archie could have charged 
anything he wanted, but he only 
charged us $210 with a caveat that 
we send him some Houston Chroni-
cles when we got back home. Done. 

Kristin paid the man, and we 
asked if we needed to return the 
Caddy – or could he take it back? 
He asked us to take it back. 

So, with Kristin in her van and me 
and ZoeAnn in the Caddy, we tried 
to return the Caddy. 

This time, the hard-to-start car 
became impossible to start. Archie 
came out and determined that the 
transmission in that car died – right 
there at Archie’s. 

He said he would take care of 
returning the car – he’d have to fix 
it anyway. We were never charged 
another penny for that car.

Our other adventures in Big Bend:
• A bear broke into a camper in 

the campsite. The Ranger told us to 
go into the bathrooms until the bear 
left the campsite. He said he would 
have protected the bear before the 
people because they just returned 

to the Chisos.
• The skunk fight right outside our 

tent one night and Kristin wanted to 
take pictures. I was concerned they 
would spray the tent and would not 
let her have the flashlight.  

• The Javelina visit in the camp-
ground.  

• The horseback ride to The 
Window.  

• The drive to the old health spa 
hot tubs.

• The trip to Langtry, Texas.
Too many things to mention. I 

was happy to get home to Roy and 
George Mutt. But that trip, while 
kind of nerve-racking back then, 
made me and Kristin laugh upon 
remembering it. 

It’s something that neither one 
of us would do today because of 
border issues, drug cartels, and 
COVID-19, but it serves as a lesson.

If you have good family and 
friends and an opportunity to do 
something out of the ordinary, do it! 
Live your life so that someday you’ll 
remember good times, not wish you 
had done this or that. 

You never know when circum-
stances won’t allow you to have a 
second chance.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Archie worked on van, while we drove the mayor’s Caddy
(Continued from Page 1)

Jan got to “horse around” some while the van was being repaired, 
making the best of a broken-down car situation.

Whaty type of winter will it be?
According to the Farmers Alamanc, in New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma 

east into Arkansas, and Louisiana, Mother Nature will mix intervals of 
tranquil weather with occasional shots of cold and wintry precipitation but 
overall may seem to be a bit “temperamental.”

Right along the Pacific Coastal Plain, from northern California and 
points north through western portions of Oregon and Washington, rainy 
and wet weather will be the rule for the winter ahead.

The Southeastern part of the country, excluding the Tennessee Valley, 
will experience average precipitation levels with temperatures chillier than 
normal overall. Get those sweaters and parkas out of storage!

Areas across the Desert Southwest, (Arizona and southern California), 
are predicted to experience a dry and generally mild winter. 
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By James Lileks
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

News story: Sales of vinyl 
records have overtaken CDs. You 
think: They’ve sold 11 records this 
year, and only 10 CDs?

No. About $232 million worth 
of records were sold, and $129.9 
million in CDs.

Who, you ask, is buying 
records? Grandma getting fresh 
copies of her Living Strings “Songs 
for Getting Misty-eyed About 
Vague Recollections” series? No; 
these devotees of the suppos-
edly special attributes of vinyl are 
turntable geeks, people who buy 
special needles 
made in antisep-
tic Swiss facto-
ries.

I suppose I 
could poke fun 
at these hipster 
conceits, but 
I don’t care. If 
you like records, 
enjoy yourself. 
That’s all. End of 
column.

Hmm, seems 
that I have a lot of 
space left. Well, 
I’ll have to man-
ufacture some 
strong opinions, 
then.

Personally, I don’t miss records 
miss records miss records miss rec 
… (skritch) … don’t miss records 
at all, for some reason. I miss the 
albums, which you could look at 
while you played the record, but 
my days of sitting on the sofa 
staring at a 12-inch-square image 
vanished, along with my atten-
tion span, once the internet was 
invented.

Let’s be honest: Playing records 
was such a production. You had 
to page through your collection. 
If you were a serious record col-
lector, everything was organized 
by genre and artist, and of course 
chronologically. The people who 
just dumped everything together 
were the sort of people who’d refile 
a book on a library shelf without 
looking at the last number in the 
Dewey Decimal System.

(Google it, kids. It’s how we kept 
chaos at bay.)

But even the guy with the 

carefully arranged collection knew 
there were serious record nerds 
who treated their collection like 
ancient Roman dinner plates on 
loan from the Louvre. The serious 
guy had that special dust-remover 
brush. He’d draw a bead of the 
magic anti-dust fluid along the 
edge of the brush, turn on the 
record player and remove the 
accumulated dust with gentle pres-
sure so he didn’t stress the belt 
that drove the turntable. He acted 
as if this somehow made him part 
of the band.

Most of us waited until the 
singers sounded like they were 

singing through an old sock filled 
with sawdust, and then we flicked 
the cotton-ball-sized gunk off 
the needle. Yes, we touched the 
needle. Record nerds are wincing 
as they read this because that 
contaminated the needle with per-
sonal oil. So? The guitar’s going 
to slip out of the musician’s hands 
because I lubed the needle? Dude, 
I’m listening to AC/DC. There’s not 
a lot of nuance here.

CDs were so much easier, even 
if they also sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk 
sk sk sk sk sk sk sk … (removes 
CD from tray, wipes with sleeve, 
replaces) … skipped, in their own 
robotic way. They were better 
than records in every other way, 
because you could jump past a 
boring song with the push of a 
button. In the vinyl days, we sat on 
the sofa debating whether to get 
up and move the needle, or we just 
sat there and endured the inevita-
ble “Side 2, Track 3” filler.

Audiophiles are now ready to 
Rumpelstiltskin themselves out of 
frustration: Don’t you realize that 
CDs didn’t have the same warm 
sound as vinyl? It’s cold! It’s sterile! 
To which I reply: I was in the 
second row for Blue Oyster Cult 
at the Fargo Civic Center in 1976, 
and I have not been capable of 
detecting faint nuance ever since.

In fact, I went to hear Blue 
Oyster Cult last year to see if I 
could get my hearing back, the 
way you lose your memory from 
getting hit on the head and then 
you get your memory back when 
you’re hit on the head again. Turns 

out it doesn’t work 
that way.

I SAID, TURNS 
OUT IT DOESN’T 
WORK THAT WAY. 
Oh, you were at 
the concert, too? 
Awesome!

Anyway. If you 
like vinyl, great.

If you like to 
play old 78s with a 
Victrola that has a 
needle like a rail-
road spike, great.

If you’re into 
cassettes because 
you miss pulling 
the guts out of the 
cassette deck and 

re-spooling the tape with a pencil, 
great.

If you yearn for the days of 
eight-track tapes that had 37 min-
utes of music on something that 
looked like half a Tolstoy novel, 
great.

Let’s just not romanticize old 
tech as something that was better 
because it came along when we 
were young. I don’t miss answer-
ing machines, fax machines, 
wood-grained plastic alarm clocks, 
chunky digital watches the size 
of manhole covers, dot-matrix 
printers zinging out every line like 
prissy teletypes or CD players. 
Newer might not be better in every 
extent, but it usually has something 
that makes up for what you lost.

These days I have my entire 
music collection on my phone, 
accessible at any time. If I want to 
hear any old song, I can, and that’s 
a modern miracle. But I’m tired of 
most of it, so I listen to the radio.

I come not to praise vinyl but to scratch it
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

Finally, and I do mean FINALLY, 
I have solid evidence that some 
things were actually better in “the 
old days.”

No longer do I have to stare 
at my kids’ skeptical, sometimes 
horrified, facial expressions while I 
wax poetically about the merits of 
a television that could only pick up 
five channels (O.K., six if you knew 
how to manipulate a TV antenna); 
a phone mounted to a wall; or a 
high school romance that began 
with spoken words as opposed to 
written texts and TikTok videos.

Perhaps I was too hasty when I 
threw away my AM/FM clock radio, 
my Pong game and my three-piece 
polyester suits. At the very least, 
I should have kept my turntable, 
a major component of my hi-fi 
system and my youth.

The reason? Vinyl is back, baby!
Recently released data from the 

Recording Industry Association of 
America showed that, for the first 
time in more than 30 years, vinyl 
albums (Google that phrase, kids) 
outsold CDs. True, services like 
Spotify and Apple Music are still 
the preferred way to obtain tunes; 
but for those of us who like to hold 
our albums as opposed to stream-
ing them, the re-emergence of 
the black, long play record album, 
and the hisses and scratches that 
come with it, is a victory of sorts for 
middle-aged music aficionados like 
myself.

My vinyl collection is long gone, 
as I succumbed to the superior 
sound and portability of CDs in the 
1980s, but the memories endure. 
Growing up in suburban Chicago, 
I was a fixture at Polk Brothers, a 
home appliance and electronics 
retail outlet. While customers in 
one aisle shopped for refrigera-
tors, I was in the adjoining aisle, 
flipping through recently arrived 
albums in search of the latest Elton 
John release. My Christmas wish 
list always included half a dozen 
albums, some of which my mother 
probably purchased in horror.

“They’re called Kiss, Mom. Just 
look for the album cover featuring 
a guy wearing white makeup with 
blood dripping from his mouth.”

Ah, yes, the album cover! And 

the back cover featuring the song 
list! My closest encounter to a 
broken bone occurred when I 
was pedaling home with my latest 
purchase and neglected to see a 
rut in the road, so fixated was I on 
the song titles. If I arrived home in 
one piece, I promptly retreated to 
my bedroom, dropped the stylus 
on the album and read the lyrics to 
each song, often laughing when I 
realized what I had been singing 
up until that moment.

“Oh, so it’s ‘Rocket Man, burn-
ing out his fuse up here alone.’ 
I thought it was, ‘Rocket Man, 
burning out his shoes, the pair I 
loaned.’ “

I memorized the names of 
every musician who played on 
every track, eventually realizing 
a select group of drummers and 
horn players were in high demand 
when it came time for my favorite 
rock stars to cut new albums. I was 
playing guitar at the time and took 
heart knowing that, if I never found 
a band to play in, I could make a 
great living as a studio musician.

When I became a disc jockey 
at my high school radio station, I 
learned the art of “cueing” a vinyl 
song by dropping the stylus on a 
particular groove and then spinning 
the album backward so, when I 
pressed “play” on the turntable, the 
song started immediately. I knew 
that skill didn’t improve my status 
with girls, but I was sure they 
would have been impressed were 
outsiders allowed in the studio. 
They weren’t.

I learned wooden crates from 
grocery stores were the perfect 
width to hold my album collection. 
I never resorted to alphabetizing 
my LPs, but they were sorted by 
genres; and the “Greatest Hits” 
albums occupied the front spaces, 
with the Eagles getting top status.  
And why not? In 2018 the band’s 
greatest hits collection surpassed 
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” as top 
selling album of all time.

So, Gen Z and Internet Genera-
tion members who brag about the 
10,000 songs you carry on your 
phones, along with the 20,000 
photos, take a deep breath. Find 
Drake’s best seller “One Dance” 
on vinyl, seek out a turntable and 
enjoy the experience.

Return of vinyl is music to my earsReturn of vinyl is music to my ears
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They’ll butter you up with 1,000 lb. sculptures
By Jason Nark
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

PHILADELPHIA — Art is often 
permanent, hung on museum walls 
for centuries, or cast in bronze 
and erected outdoors to face the 
elements and the changing tide 
of history. The art Jim Victor and 
Marie Pelton make is transitory and 
delicious over lobster.

The Conshohocken, Pa., 
couple have worked with choco-
late, cheese, and ice, but butter’s 
brought them worldwide acclaim. 
Together, they have created large 

butter sculptures for agricultural 
shows and fairs all over the country, 
including most of the Pennsylvania 
Farm Shows since the mid-’90s. 
This month, the couple unveiled the 
52nd annual American Dairy Associ-
ation North East butter sculpture at 
the virtual New York State Fair, an 
800-pound pandemic-theme piece 
— including children remote-learn-
ing and a masked milkman — that 
took them 10 days to create.

Few of their pieces last very 
long, though one chocolate Statue 
of Liberty has stood in Las Vegas 

since 2014.
“The food sculptures we do live 

on in photographs and pictures, 
and that’s how we document them,” 
Pelton said.

There’s no official word on 
whether Pennsylvania’s 105th 
annual Farm Show, which is going 
virtual in January, will feature a 
butter sculpture, but it’s often a 
must-see for attendees taking 
selfies. Last year’s butter sculpture 
featured mascots from Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia, including Gritty, 
the bizarre and beloved symbol 
of the Flyers and perhaps the city 
itself. They spent about 10 days 
sculpting it.

For the January Farm Show, 
“they haven’t made a 
formal announcement, 
but we think it’s defi-
nitely going to be a go,” 
Pelton said.

Butter is not what 
Victor, 75, and Pelton, 
55, were envisioning 
when they attended 
the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine 
Arts on North Broad 
Street. Marble, clay, 
and stone have been 
the standard sculpting 
mediums for millennia, 
and they both have 
worked with those 
traditional materials, 
along with 50-pound 
blocks of butter.

On a recent weekday 
afternoon, the couple 
sat beside each other 
in a pen on a West 
Chester farm, sculpting 
horse miniatures in 
clay with their fingers 
and wooden tools. 
Wruben, Pelton’s Dutch Warmblood 
horse, sniffed the clay from time to 
time. The couple sculpt Wruben and 
other farm animals to sharpen their 
skills, but they also have contem-
plated teaching classes in sculpting, 
both online and in person.

“Especially during this pandemic 
time period where our business has 
completely stalled, we were thinking 
what could we do to change up our 
business,” Pelton said. “It’s typically 
something you would find in culinary 
schools, and we’re not chefs.”

Pelton and Victor have seen the 

merging of art and food grow over 
the last decade, particularly on 
cable television, where shows about 
elaborate cakes, baking compe-
titions, and chef challenges have 
become wildly popular. They may 
have something in the works them-
selves, but said they’re required to 
keep mum about it.

Sculpting with butter, done on 
site, has unique pros and cons, 
Victor said. At the Farm Show, the 
sculpture is displayed in a refriger-
ated glass room, as butter is prone 
to melt quickly. Melting butter can 
make the floor slippery, and on a 
few occasions, when sculpting in 
their outdoor mobile booth, the sun 
has melted some sculptures, caus-
ing the pieces to slide to the floor.

Victor said the sculpting room 
isn’t as cold as people would think, 
often 65 degrees. He prefers his 

butter to be warmer and softer.
“That’s the beauty of it,” he said. 

“You can control the temperature 
and control the consistency of 
butter.”

Sculptural armatures, akin to 
skeletons, are usually made of alu-
minum wire, though for the heavier 
butter sculptures, steel is used. 
The butter is often donated by large 
national producers like Land O’ 
Lakes or Keller’s, and no, it can’t be 
melted and drizzled on popcorn.

“It’s waste butter we get from 
plants,” Pelton said. “It’s stuff that’s 
been extruded or cleaned out, or 

stuff that’s been damaged, or gener-
ally can’t be sold to the public.”

Afterward, the butter is donated 
to farms that have an anaero-
bic digester, which breaks down 
organic material and turns it into a 
fuel.

“Actually, 1,000 pounds of butter 
can turn into 80 pounds of biofuel,” 
Pelton said.

Victor said his first food sculpture 
was a chocolate portrait of the actor 
Mickey Rooney for a Broadway 
play. His first Farm Show sculpture 
was made in 1995. Marie began 
working with him in 2000, though 
she also paints. They’ve sculpted 
butter on Prince Edward Island and 
chocolate in China, and they’ve 
been invited to sculpt in Australia 
and the United Arab Emirates.

Their largest project was a 
butter sculpture of 
Paris that weighed 
2,370 pounds. It 
was created for last 
fall’s Best of France 
festival, organized by 
the French commu-
nity in New York City 
to showcase French 
brands in the United 
States.

In terms of farm 
shows, Victor and 
Pelton said, the 
concept is often 
suggested by the 
dairy associations 
and state agricultural 
departments that hire 
them. 

Sometimes, 
people want too 
many features in a 
sculpture, and they 
have to tone it down.

“There has to be 
a focal point and it 
has to be interesting 
from all sides of the 

sculpture,” Pelton said.
In 2020, they said, Lt. Gov. John 

Fetterman pushed hard for Gritty. 
Fetterman said it was an honor to 
unveil the buttery Gritty.

Art is their main source of 
income, and they try to take on at 
least 10 projects a year, most of 
them during the “butter season” of 
summer and early fall, when most of 
the fairs are scheduled.

Victor said some foods are easier 
to sculpt than others, but he’s 
always up for a challenge, as long 
as it not’s soup.

Conshohocken artists Jim Victor and Marie Pelton created the 
butter sculpture for the Pennsylvania Farm Show, featuring 
(from left) Eagles mascot Swoop, the Pittsburgh Steelers’ 
Steely McBeam and the Flyers’ Gritty. (Tim Tai/The Philadelphia 
Inquirer/TNS)
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since I wrote a column more than a 
year ago venting about the amount of 
information being directed our way. 

Russia, according to our intelli-
gence agencies and the FBI, is still 
meddling. Facebook and Twitter are 
still struggling to reduce fake content. 
And now technology wizards have 
perfected deepfakes, or fake videos 
or audio recordings that look and 
sound like the real thing.

In that column last year, I offered 
some tips on how to become better 
consumers of news.

As this presidential election year 
enters the homestretch, here are my 
updated tips:

USE MULTIPLE SOURCES: 
Shocking events are always reported 
by multiple sources. Be suspicious of 
“bombshell” news that is limited to a 
single source.

VALIDATE CONTENT: Fact-check-
ing sites such as FactCheck, Snopes 
and Politifact can help you spot fake 
news.

BIAS BY OMISSION: For every 
news story that is selected, there are 
others that are left out. Do the stories 
you see reflect a balanced view of 
real life?

BIAS BY REPITITION: The repeti-
tion of a particular event or idea can 
lead people to believe that it is true 
and more widespread than it actually 
is.

FUDGING THE NUMBERS: Statis-
tics need to be interpreted. They can 
create false impressions. Covering 
the same survey, one reporter may 
write that 30 percent support the 
death penalty while another may 
write that 70 percent are against the 

death penalty.
BOTH SIDES: Issues become con-

troversial because there are at least 
two sides. Stories should include 
the different viewpoints. Subjects of 
stories deserve a chance to respond 
whether they are private citizens or 
public officials.

WATCH THOSE HEADLINES: 
Headlines most often are written by 
someone other than the reporter 
and are written to entice readers into 
the story. Make sure they accu-
rately reflect the story. Online sites 
are notorious for going overboard 
because they need the clicks.

ANONYMOUS SOURCES: 
Granting anonymity isn’t bad as long 
as the news source follows its rules. 
The New York Times, for example, 
requires anonymous sources be 
used only for information it thinks is 
newsworthy, credible and can’t be 
reported in any other way. The story 
will usually offer a hint as to why the 
source is anonymous.

LOADED WORDS: One word can 
get even the best reporter in trouble. 
After all, one reporter’s terrorist may 
be another reporter’s freedom fighter.  
Adjectives are particularly dangerous. 
Buzz words like left-wing and right-
wing or liberal and conservative are 
often used carelessly. 

OUR MISTAKE: Every news 
source makes errors. Correcting 
them in a noticeable and consistent 
manner is important.

NEWS OR OPINION: Most news-
papers do a good job labeling a story 
opinion, analysis, or commentary. 
Social media, not so much. 

PHOTO BIAS: Unflattering pictures 
can create bad impressions, and par-

tial pictures of scenes can completely 
change the context of an event. 

KNOW YOURSELF: Few of us 
are able to maintain a truly impartial 
view of current issues. We all have 
personal prejudices. Knowing your 
self-interests and how they affect 
your judgment is key to evaluating 
information and making rational 
decisions. Readers bring as many 
biases to a story as a reporter does. 
Reporters, however, are trained to 
overcome them. But I am biased.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie at 
williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, send 
letters in care of The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

How to become a better consumer of news – updated
(Continued from Page 1)

Does my child 
need a flu shot?

Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
Influenza is a respiratory infection 

that can cause serious complica-
tions, particularly in young children. 
Getting a flu vaccine is the best way 
to prevent the flu and its compli-
cations. Even when the vaccine 
doesn’t completely prevent the flu, 
it may reduce the risk of serious 
illness requiring hospitalization. The 
vaccine significantly reduces the 
risk of dying of the flu for children.

Getting a flu vaccine is especially 
important this season because the 
flu and the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19) cause similar 
common signs and symptoms. Flu 
vaccination could reduce symptoms 
that might be confused with those 
caused by COVID-19. Preventing 
the flu and reducing the severity of 
flu illness and hospitalizations could 
also lessen the stress on the health 
care system.

Depending on your child’s age 
and health, you might be able to 
choose between the flu shot and the 
nasal spray flu vaccine:

Flu shots can be given to children 
6 months and older. Side effects 
might include soreness, redness 
and swelling where the shot was 
given. 

The nasal spray flu vaccine can 
be given to healthy children 2 years 
and older. Side effects might include 
a runny nose, wheezing, headache, 
vomiting, muscle aches and a slight 
fever. The flu vaccine can’t give your 
child the flu. 
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Q: I’ve been a Christian since 
childhood but never spoke much 
about my faith. Now, serious Bible 
study has caused me to live out 
my faith vocally, and my closest 
friend is now distancing himself 
from me, saying that religion is 
my crutch, only good for weak-
minded people. What do I say in 
response? - O.C.

A: Nothing speaks stronger 
than the Word of God. It’s absolute 
truth. Moses, one of God’s choice 
servants, didn’t demonstrate any 
behavior that mockers claim about 
those who follow Christ. Some say 
that it is only the hopeless and 
helpless, only the maladjusted, 
who need the comfort of religion. 
Moses turned his back on wealth, 
position, and esteem, and chose 
instead faith in God, who Himself 
empowers our faith.

Moses burned the bridges of a 
glorious life as a prince in Egypt. 
He looked down the broad road 
filled with power and luxury, and 
every thrill imaginable. It was a 
familiar road he had traveled for 40 
years, but he knew that it ended 
in destruction. He lost family and 
friends. 

Then Moses looked down the 
narrow road, the more difficult 
road. He saw the suffering, afflic-
tion and humiliation. But by faith, 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Nothing speaks stronger than the Word of God
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

he saw also the triumphs and the 
reward of living in obedience to 
God.

Few of us are ever asked to give 
up as much for God as Moses did. 
Few of us are ever shown tempta-
tion in such abundance and asked 
to withstand it.

When we take a stand for the 
things of the Lord, we will be 
mocked. “Fools mock at sin,” 
(Proverbs 14:9) the Bible says. 
We are called to be God’s light 
in the world; to live according to 
Scripture is to be that light to those 
lost in sin. We must be faithful in 
praying for others and demonstrat-
ing what it means to live in Christ.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
violating the outfield fly rule to the 
most-feared one — lack of express 
written consent.

Quote marks
— Yankees pitcher Jordan Mont-

gomery, to The New York Times, on 
players’ dirty words getting picked 
up more often on TV without crowd 
noise to muffle it: “I know my mom 
is watching, so I try to keep it PG.”

— Comedy writer Alex Kaseberg, 
via Twitter, after a coronavirus out-
break in a San Diego gym that was 
operating illegally: “My god, people, 
you have the perfect excuse not to 
work out. Use it.”

— Janice Hough of Left-
CoastSportsBabe.com, on the 
9-minute drone delay at Target 
Field: “Anyone checked to see if 
Houston Astros are scheduled to 
play the Minnesota Twins soon?”

— The late Tommy Bolt, the 
1958 U.S. Open champ known for 
his temper, with a still-relevant golf 
tip: “Always throw clubs ahead of 
you. That way you won’t waste any 
energy going back to pick them up.”

Touchy, touchy
Little things still mean a lot — 

even in college recruiting.
Ex-Georgia offensive tackle 

Isaiah Wilson — the Titans’ first-
round draft pick this year — told 
Barstool Sports he eliminated 
Alabama and Michigan from playing 
consideration because Tide coach 
Nick Saban didn’t hug him and the 
Wolverines’ Jim Harbaugh wore 
cleats on the Wilson home’s hard-
wood floors when he came to visit.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Seems like a lot of effort to 
land a ‘Got milk?’

commercial
And you thought getting to your 

stadium seat without spilling a drop 
of beer was impressive?

U.S. Olympic champ Katie 
Ledecky just posted a video of her 
freestyling the length of a 50-meter 
pool with a glass of chocolate milk 
on her head.

Cardinal rule-breakers
Louisville booted three men’s 

soccer players and suspended 
three others for hosting a party that 
resulted in 29 positive coronavirus 
tests and brought four other pro-
grams’ workouts to a halt.

Or, as Cardinals apologists 
immediately tried to spin it: three red 
cards and three yellows.

Sympathy pains
Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts 

was listed as day to day with a swol-
len middle finger.

“We feel your pain,” said fans in 

Philadelphia.
Bumper crop

Destined to be a hot-selling 
bumper sticker in south Florida: 
“Honk if you’re a Marlin who hasn’t 
contracted COVID.”

And … he’s out
Mets outfielder Yoenis Cespedes 

vanished from the team hotel in 
Atlanta before finally announcing 
hours later that he was opting out of 
the 2020 season.

In other words, the old hid-
den-ballplayer trick.

1918 all over again
This year’s Cardinals-White Sox 

game at Field of Dreams in Dyers-
ville, Iowa, has been canceled.

A bunch of those old ballplayers 
out in the cornfield apparently didn’t 
social-distance and tested positive 
for the Spanish flu.

Drone run
A Twins-Pirates game was 

delayed for nine minutes when an 
unauthorized drone flew over center 
field.

Possible charges range from 

In recognition of October being 
Texas Archeology Month, the Bra-
zoria County Historical Museum 
virtually presents on Thursday, 
Oct. 22, at 6:30 p.m., “Liberty 
County: A Major Trade Entry Point 
for Southeast Texas.” 

Wilsom W. “Dub” Crook III will 
discuss exotic trade items, where 
they may have originated from, 
and dispel the notion that the Late 

Archaic and Woodland period 
people in Southeast Texas lived in 
a remote backwater that was not 
connected to the major activity in 
the Mississippi Valley.

To participate in these free 
virtual programs, pre-registration 
is required. To register, visit our 
webpage www.bchm.org. For 
more information, follow us on 
Facebook or call (979) 864-1208. 

Museum to present trade program
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Limited 

dine-in; meals served at 11:30 a.m., 
please call to reserve a seat.

Wed. Oct. 7: Mexican casserole, 
pinto beans, cheese broccoli, slaw, 
cornbread, dessert.

Thurs. Oct. 8: Salisbury steak, 
corn casserole, peas, peaches & 
cottage cheese, biscuits, dessert.

Fri. Oct. 9: BBQ sausage, squash 
casserole, cauliflower, carrots, 
tossed salad, sliced bread, dessert.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Mon. Oct. 12: Frito pie, chili 
beans, carrots, peaches & cottage 
cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Tues. Oct. 13: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, turnip greens, cheese 
cauliflower, tossed salad, garlic 
sticks, dessert.

Meals on wheels available - call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available  call before 8 a.m. 
Transportation available - call by 
8:30 a.m.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 
people skills are in full bloom as the 
week begins, so you should be able 
to easily overcome any disputes 
at the workplace or at home. Defer 
the purchase of items that reflect 
beauty and refinement for now.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
An accurate grasp of details may 
help you get through the week. A 
tendency to put a fanciful spin on 
the facts could trip you up, so stick 
to the truth. Hold off on making 
irrevocable financial decisions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A 
small misunderstanding could drive 
a long-term wedge between you 
and a loved one. Avoid making 
impulsive decisions in the first half 
of the week. They could create a rift 
or cause a domino effect of extra 
challenges.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Someone in your organization 
or neighborhood may provide 
beneficial advice in the week to 
come. Immerse yourself in ripening 
dreams and ideas until the timing is 
more appropriate to move forward 
with a plan.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): It 
might seem that everything you 
want to do turns into a competition 
as this week begins, but your only 
real competition is with yourself. 
Your natural warmth could be 
misinterpreted as flirtation, so offer 
reassurance if necessary.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Avoid spending money on unnec-
essary things that may be frivolous 
or will not stand the test of time. As 
the week goes by, you may begin to 
realize that a partner or loved one 
is wise beyond his or her years.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Your inner child may crave ways 
to express imaginative, fanciful 
ideas in a relaxed atmosphere. 
Your companions, however, may 
be unreceptive or in a hurry to get 
things accomplished quickly in the 
week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
If it’s not broken, don’t fix it. Your 
natural ability to juggle home, 
family and career may be stifled by 
a complicated set of circumstances 
in the week ahead. Wait for better 
timing to find a solution.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Take time to make sure you’ve 
done the best you can, even if it 
means delays. Wait until everything 
simmers down in the last half of the 
week before making unalterable 
decisions or changes.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Remain discreet and low-key 
as this week unfolds. Any desire 
to make improvements could be 
misinterpreted as being over-con-
trolling. Bide your time and wait 
for a better opportunity to move 
forward.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may be anxious to please 
others and happiest when you 
have someone by your side. Where 
money is concerned, a major deci-
sion about a purchase can probably 
wait until later in the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may be perfectly clear about 
your intentions and expect people 
to take you at your word. However, 
in the week ahead, some people 
might be vague about decisions or 
unavailable when you attempt to 
connect.

October 6
1857 - The American Chess Con-

gress held their first national chess 
tournament in New York City.

1866 - The Reno Brothers pulled 
the first train robbery in America 
near Seymour, IN. The got away 
with $10,000.

1880 - The National League 
kicked the Cincinnati Reds out for 
selling beer.

October 7
1913 - For the first time, Henry 

Ford’s entire Highland Park 
automobile factory was run on a 
continuously moving assembly line 
when the chassis was added to the 
process.

1918 - The Georgia Tech football 
team defeated Cumberland College 
222-0. Georgia Tech carried the ball 
978 yards and never threw a pass.

1968 - The Motion Picture 
Association of America adopted the 
film-rating system that ranged for 
“G” to “X.”

October 8
1944 - “The Adventures of Ozzie 

and Harriet” debuted on CBS radio.

1956 - Donald James Larsen 
(New York Yankees) pitched the first 
perfect game in the history of the 
World Series.

1957 - The Brooklyn Base-
ball Club announced that it had 
accepted a deal to move the Dodg-
ers to Los Angeles.

October 9
1876 - Alexander Graham Bell 

and Thomas Watson made their lon-
gest telephone call to date. It was a 
distance of two miles.

1946 - The first electric blanket 
went on sale in Petersburg, VA.

1989 - The official Soviet news 
agency Tass reported an uniden-
tified flying object. The report 
included a trio of tall aliens that had 
visited the city of Voronzh.

October 10
1959 - Pan American World 

Airways announced the beginning of 
the first global airline service.

1965 - The Red Baron made his 
first appearance in the “Peanuts” 
comic strip.

1977 - Joe Namath played the 
last game of his National Football 

League (NFL) career.
October 11

1869 - Thomas Edison filed for 
a patent on his first invention. The 
electric machine was used for 
counting votes for the U.S. Con-
gress, however the Congress did 
not buy it.

1881 - David Henderson Houston 
patented the first roll film for cam-
eras.

1975 - “Saturday Night Live” was 
broadcast for the first time. George 
Carlin was the guest host.

October 12
1933 - The U.S. Department of 

Justice acquired Alcatraz Island 
from the U.S. Army.

1938 - Production began on “The 
Wizard of Oz.”

1960 - Soviet premier Nikita 
Khrushchev pounded a shoe on 
his desk during a dispute at a U.N. 
General Assembly.

2001 - A special episode of Amer-
ica’s Most Wanted was aired that 
focused on 22 wanted terrorists. 
The show was requested by U.S. 
President George W. Bush.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: IMAGE  GLORY  HYPHEN  SPRAWL
Answer: The bowlers who started placing bets were -- HIGH ROLLERS
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Baseball warm-up word
5 Brazilian music genre word mean-
ing “trend”
10 Secured
14 Ebb
15 Nailing, in a way
16 Weather __
17 Kitchen fixture
18 Mountain slope debris

19 Welder’s output
20 Home improvement team
22 One of two sts. admitted to the 
Union 11/2/1889
23 Elder of an ‘80s-’90s country duo
24 Metaphorical casino loss
25 Formed by solidified magma
26 Is __: imminently will
27 Turndowns
28 Perceived Cold War weapons 

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
IOWA  OHIO  IDAHO  TEXAS  KANSAS  ALASKA  HAWAII  FLORIDA

disparity
31 Propelled, as a raft
32 Words preceding an important 
reminder
37 Power eponym
41 Antagonism
42 Amazon, notably
44 Singer for whom Bernie wrote 
lyrics
45 Remit, nowadays
47 “Contact” author Sagan
48 Comes to terms
49 “I’ll do it”
50 Formal “Who’s there?” response
51 Letter-bottom abbr.
52 Bit of progress
53 Atlantic food fish
54 Pak of the LPGA
55 Artist’s pseudonym formed from 
the French pronunciation of his 
initials
56 1953 Ladd classic
57 Casual wear

DOWN
1 Like court witnesses
2 Try it
3 Buttercup family member
4 Biological mapping subjects
5 Parachutist using low-altitude 
starting points
6 Blockage
7 Brought into being
8 Dummy Mortimer
9 Quite a while
10 Rowena’s lover
11 Bouncer’s job
12 Early Wikipedia competitor
13 Icon locale
21 Giovanni’s god
24 Roman sun god
26 Like a pendulum’s movement
29 __-mo
30 Saw
32 Like Hollywood films before cen-
sorship guidelines were introduced
33 LeBron, since Jul. 2018
34 One in a 1K, say
35 Follower
36 Certain youngster’s nickname
37 Least civilized
38 Property recipient, in law
39 Like a good-sized farm
40 Plant support
43 Santa follower
45 Cabbage site
46 “Ran” director Kurosawa
48 Wish were here
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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