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Old Blue was not just a truck
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

If it’s October, it must be time for 
the Brazoria County Fair.

We put out another special sec-
tion on the fair, which I really think 
is one of our most comprehensive 
specials since we started the paper 
in 1994. 

Save our fair section for future 
reference. You’ll be glad you did. 
It is a lot easier to look up events, 
highlights and schedules by flipping 
through it than clicking on websites 
that may or may not lead you to 

what you need.
Unless, of 

course, it is 
our website, 
www.mybulletin
newspaper.com
, which will lead 
you right to our 
fair section and 
previous issues 

also. Sorry about the long address. 
All the shorter ones were taken 
when we bought it. 

The short, easy cyberspace real 
estate goes fast, so we searched for 
something years ago that was still 
available and reflected The Bulletin.

The more words you string 
together, the better the chances that 
the address is unclaimed. Luckily, 
we were able to stop at three. The 
Brazoria County Fair Association got 
lucky because it was able to land 
bcfa.org. Everybody around here 
knows what that stands for, and it is 
easy to remember.

I have been writing advance 
articles about the fair for a very long 
time, longer than I want to admit it. 
I started at the Bay City Tribune in 
1979 and continued with the The 
Brazosport Facts and the Houston 
Chronicle. 

RAMBLINGS

The Bulletin’s 2017 Brazoria County Fair cover page. Save the section 
and use it as your guide to the fair.

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

I bought a pickup truck, sight 
unseen, at a high school volleyball 
game back when our oldest daugh-
ter was on the freshman team.  
Which would have been in the very 

early 1990’s.  
Which would 
have made it, 
which was no 
spring chicken 
in truck years 
even then, 
probably an 
early 80’s 
model.

I have no idea exactly how old 
it was, because I was never one 
of those guys who could point to 
just about any vehicle and rattle 
off the make and model.  Vehicles 
have always been purely utilitarian 
for me, tools to get me from point 
A to point B. Don’t get me wrong; I 

appreciate the sleek appearance 
of a nice car, and its comfort.  
And I miss that new car smell 
when it finally goes away as 
much as anybody.  But I’ve never 
been a fanatic about the various 
varieties of Mustangs or Thunder-
birds or such.

So I didn’t really need to see 
Old Blue on the night that I 
bought him, since I didn’t really 
care much what he looked like.  
What I needed was a depend-
able, affordable mode of trans-
portation to get me to and from 
work. Period.  My wife Karen’s 
car had just given up the ghost 
and we were suddenly a one car 
family. So the Ford minivan that 
ferried our tribe around in went to 
her and I had to come up with a 
new plan for myself.

I explained my plight to a 
friend whose daughter was on 

THE WORDSMITH

Athletes’ names used to be easy
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Sports talk used to be so easy. 
Guys named Mickey, Hank and 
Barry hit the long balls. Joe, Brett 
and Tom tossed the touchdowns.

But now, “That guy on the 
Marlins who’s hitting all the homers, 
what’s his name? Giovanni some-
thing?” With enormous patience 
my son explains for the tenth time, 
“You mean Giancarlo Stanton.”

Major League Baseball seems 
to think fans are frustrated 
because the games are too slow. 
Meanwhile, the NFL worries that 
football’s violent nature is turning 

crowds away (which is true). But 
both major sports also face what 
I’d call a muddle of monikers.

The hot NFL players this season 
have first names such as Tyreek, 
Tyrod and Tarik. In Week One, a 
guy named Giovani had a surpris-
ingly good game at running back 
for Baltimore, while Oakland’s 
Giovani was the week’s best 
kicker.

The Kansas City Chiefs have a 
star running back named Kareem 
Hunt. His back-up is Akeem Hunt. 
Go figure.

Someone once observed that 

My kids don’t want a million bucks
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

  “Dad needs your help to win a 
million dollars. And I’ll split it with 
you.”

  That sentence, delivered to my 
children over the Labor Day week-
end, got their attention faster than 
five years ago when I said, “I think 
it’s high time we got a puppy.”  Both 
girls, now 20 and 15, momentarily 
stopped texting.

  “How can we help?” asked 
the older one, sensing a financial 
windfall that would easily keep her in 
beer money for her remaining time 
as a college undergrad.

  “We just need to develop an 
alternative to sugar and submit it to 
the Coca-Cola Company by Janu-
ary,” I said. “If they like it, we win 
the money!”

  Sensing their enthusiasm wane 
- glances at their phones being my 
initial clue - I quickly summarized 
the beverage giant’s crowdsourc-
ing challenge to find, according to 
its corporate website, a “naturally 
sourced, safe, low- or no-calorie 
compound that creates the taste 
sensation of sugar when used in 
beverages.” 

  Participants have until Jan. 
(Continued on Page 4)
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Drivers, Class-A: Immedi-
ate Openings!  All Miles Paid, 
.85++ per loaded mile! 100% PAID 
Health, Dental, Vision and More for 
EVERY Employee! 21yoa with 1yr 
CDL-A w/HazMat & Tank End, (H&T 
Exp. NOT Req)  Martin Transport: 
Baytown: 855-252-1634; Channel-
view: 855-395-4532

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

HOW’D THESE COPS GET HERE SO FAST? A heavily intoxi-
cated man realized that he was so drunk that he shouldn’t be driving, 
so he pulled into Upper Darby, Pa., police station parking lot at 4 a.m. 
because he “wanted to be in a safe place.” He drove around the entrance 
gates to the lot, into the exit lane, onto the grass, and then over a side-
walk before he parked “right there with the police cars.” Police said he 
was “totally ossified.”

O.K., YAHWEH, ASSUME THE POSITION: A man, who was 
arrested for selling marijuana from his home in Hartselle., Ala., told police 
that he had changed his name to Yahweh at the direction of celestial 
beings.

GEE, I DON’T KNOW HOW THEY GOT UP THERE, OFFI-
CER: A man was arrested in Lelystad, Netherland., when police spotted 
him with two long concrete lamp posts, which he had apparently stolen, 
on top of his small hatchback car.

AND THEY HAVE A PRETTY GOOD IDEA WHAT THEY 
LOOK LIKE: A group of young men stole hot dogs off the grill at the 7-
11 in Jacksonville, Fla., then posted cellphone video of them committing 
the crime on social media. Police are looking for them.

SO, THANKS FOR COMING IN: An armed man robbed a market 
in Wood River, Ill., then, in order to deflect suspicion away from himself, 
went to the police station later to report the robbery. Unfortunately for 
him, the cops already had a description of the suspect, which fit him to a 
T.

BUT WE APPRECIATE YOUR INTEREST: There was be a total 
solar eclipse on Aug. 21, a Monday when children were be in school, so 
a Dallas mother asked that the eclipse be rescheduled to the weekend. 
Someone had to explain to her that the path of heavenly objects cannot 
be altered.

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED, PUNK: A drug suspect taunted police 
in Bensalem, Pa., on social media, saying they would never be able to 
find and arrest him for selling acid, marijuana and ecstasy. They immedi-
ately proved him wrong.

GREAT, THEY GOT MY GOOD SIDE: A man and a woman were 
arrested for having indecent public behavior outdoors at the Wiscon-
sin State Fair. When the man saw that someone was filming them, he 
stopped and waved to the camera.

IT SEEMED LIKE A GOOD IDEA AT FIRST: A man used fire to 
exterminate bees in an underground nest in Dowagiac, Mi., but he set 
himself ablaze in the process. A neighbor extinguished him, and he was 
no longer on fire when police arrived.

YES, MA’AM, ANYTHING YOU WANT: A woman brandishing an 
assault rifle, walked into a Sprint store in Fayetteville, N.C., held it to the 
clerk’s head, and demanded two cell phones. The employee complied.

HOLD ON, ZOOM IN ON THAT: While the news anchor was 
reporting on a cricket match on the BBC, one of her colleagues was 
watching an inappropriate steamy scene on video behind her, unaware 
that it could be seen by millions of their viewers.

More parents are finding ways to save money for college
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

As college costs climb, parents 
are doing a better job of saving 
for their children’s college needs 
instead of relying too heavily on 
debt.

“More parents than ever — espe-
cially between their early 20s to mid-
40s — are purposely and regularly 
saving for their children’s educa-
tion,” said Richard J. Polimeni, chair 
of the Washington, D.C.-based 

College Savings Foundation.
The percentage of parents saving 

money for their children’s college 
education hit an all-time high — 83 
percent — in the 11th Annual State 
of College Savings survey by the 
foundation, a nonprofit helping 
American families save for higher 
education.’

Of those who are saving, 71 
percent had put away more than 
$5,000 per child and 36 percent 
said 529 college savings plans were 
their primary savings vehicles.

A 529 plan is a tax-advantaged 
savings plan designed to encourage 
setting aside funds for future college 
costs. Money in a 529 plan grows 
tax-deferred, and the earnings are 

never taxed as long as it is used for 
qualified educational expenses.

The savings plans are operated 
by a state or educational institu-
tion. They are named after Section 
529 of the Internal Revenue Code, 
which created them in 1996.

“We are really encouraged by 
these stats on saving for college,” 
said Polimeni, who works as direc-
tor of education savings plans at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch in 
Pennington, N.J. “Student debt 
now stands at $1.4 trillion. That’s 
$37,000 per student that graduated 
and borrowed money.”

The survey of 800 parents across 
the country, evenly divided across 
income levels also found that par-
ents are looking for ways to reduce 
college costs.

Top strategies include attending 
community college for two years 
and transferring to a four-year 
college ( 29 percent) and living at 
home (22 percent).
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. English is a remarkably 
agile language, where words 
form proper nouns that then 
morph into common nouns and 
even into verbs. For example, 
the title character Robinson 
Crusoe of Daniel Defoe’s 1719 
novel is shipwrecked on a 
remote desert island for 28 
years, says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. So 
you’ll likely understand this 
2016 reference: “I had not 
seen any people… while I was 
Robinson Crusoed out there on 
the wet international border” 
(Robert Wehrman, “Walking 
Man:  The Secret Life of Colin 
Fletcher”). Can you define 
these more challenging exam-
ples of “people who became 
verbs”: “out—Herod,” “penelo-
pize,” “mithridatize”?

A. Herod the Great (74-73 
BCE to 4 BCE) was depicted 
as a tyrant in medieval mystery 
plays and lends his reputation to 
“out-Herod,” meaning to surpass 
in cruelty, evil, etc., Garg says. 
And to “penelopize” comes from 
Penelope, the wife of Odysseus 
in Greek mythology, who waited 
20 years for her husband’s return 
from the Trojan War, putting off 

her many suitors by saying she 
wouldn’t marry until she finished 
weaving a shroud for her father-
in-law. But each night she unrav-
eled what she had woven during 
the day. Hence, to “penelopize” 
means to delay an undesired 
event.

Finally, “mithridatize” (MITH-
ri-day-tyz) is named for King 
Mithridates VI (120-63 BCE), 
who, knowing his father had been 
poisoned, tried to acquire immu-
nity from such a death. Hence, the 
word means “to develop immunity 
to a poison by gradually increas-
ing the dose.” Adds Garg, “the 
story goes that after VI’s defeat 
by Pompey, he didn’t want to be 
captured alive. He tried to end 
his life by taking poison, but that 
didn’t work, so he had a servant 
stab him with a sword.”

Q. How are “water-bottle” 
bees helping air condition hives 
during hot weather?

A. These specialized “water 
collector” bees “fill their bellies 
with water, then regurgitate it once 
they’re back at home,” reports 
“New Scientist” magazine. Other 
bees then drink the liquid and spit 
it out around the hive, which cools 
as the water evaporates. Amaz-
ingly, some bees act like “living 
water tanks,” stocking up for later 

(“Journal of Experimental Biol-
ogy”). 

 Says Cornell University neu-
robiologist Thomas Seeley, “It’s 
critical for their cooling.  Without 
it, bees cannot really control the 
temperature in the nest on hot 
days.”

Q. There are 7.3 of them every 
minute, on average, peaking 
around 8 a.m. and rising again 
around noon. They are currently 
concentrated on weekdays 
during daylight hours, though 
two generations ago they were 
more dispersed.  What’s the 
event in question?

A. A baby’s birth, manifested 
as a “baby spike,” say Mark 
Fischetti and Zan Armstrong in 
“Scientific American” magazine. 
Two generations ago babies were 
born pretty much spontaneously 
around the clock, but “today in the 
U.S., about half of all births are 
cesarean sections prescheduled 
by Mom, or deliveries induced 
by doctors concerned about the 
mother’s or baby’s health.”  More 
than 98% of infants are born in a 
hospital. 

So, far more babies arrive on 
weekdays than on weekends, 
most between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
with a strong peak around 8 a.m. 
and another around noon. “These 
medical procedures have skewed 
the days of the week, and hours of 
the day, during which those little 
bundles of joy arrive,” the authors 
say. Understandably, fewer babies 
are born on weekends or at night, 
when fewer staffers are on duty. 
“Despite folklore, a full moon has 
no effect.”

Technology aside, the human 
equation still comes into play 
as Moms don’t schedule C-sec-
tions around Thanksgiving; rather 
babies seem to arrive nine months 
after Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Follow us on Facebook for daily 
updates: www.facebook.com/

Please let our 
advertisers 

know that you 
saw their ad in       

The Bulletin
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Seek God’s help to help save your marriage
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: My wife and I are separated 
for about the fifth time. Always 
before this, I’ve begged her to 
take me back, and she has. But 
this time she says she’s fed up 
with me and is filing for divorce. 
Is this happening because God 
is mad at me? - G.S.

A: No, it isn’t happening 
because God is mad at you (even 
if your wife is). God doesn’t want 
your marriage to be destroyed, 
and you shouldn’t blame Him for 
whatever has gone wrong. God 
gave marriage to us, and His 
desire for us is clear: “What God 
has joined together, let no one 
separate” (Matthew 19:6).

I realize it may be too late 
for your marriage to be saved, 
but even if it is, God still loves 
you, and He wants to teach you 
through this experience. This is 
why one of the most important 

things you can do is to ask God 
to help you discover what went 
wrong, and why.

It’s easy to blame the other 
person (or even God), but what 
could you have done differently? 
Were you selfish or insensitive? 
Were you demanding or control-
ling?

Whatever your answers, face 
them honestly and humbly, and 
then ask God to help you change 
and become the person He wants 
you to be. The first step is to turn 
to Jesus Christ and ask Him to 
come into your life. You need His 
forgiveness, and you also need His 
help to become the kind of person 
He created you to be. 

Ask God to help you look 
forward and not just backward. In 
other words, don’t be bound by 
feelings of anger, failure, rejection, 
or anything else. Instead, commit 
your future to Christ and make it 
your goal to follow Him every day. 

Tribune Media Services 

18, 2018, to submit recipes, with 
the million-dollar winner being 
announced on Oct. 3, 2018.

  It’s not the first time corporate 
America has turned to the public in 
search of new recipes. Baskin-Rob-
bins and Vitamin Water are among 
several companies who’ve asked 
ordinary Joes and Josephines to 
create original flavors. I neglected 
to enter either contest, as I’m not a 
huge fan of flavored water or waiting 
in line behind a Little League team 

for a single scoop cone.  
  But Coke products? That’s a 

different story. My weekly writing is 
often Diet Coke-enhanced; I’ll even 
occasionally sneak a sugar-bombed 
regular Coke, as the taste reminds 
me of my carefree youth, when I 
could seemingly ingest any food 
substance without fear of the conse-
quences. Oh, to be 11 again!

  I also live in Cook County, Ill., 
home to a newly-implemented, and 
hotly debated, sweetened beverage 
tax. A 12-pack of Coke and even its 

artificially sweetened diet alternative 
now costs me a dollar more. A large 
Diet Coke at the McDonald’s drive-
thru spiked by a whopping 60 cents. 
Unsweetened iced tea suddenly 
tastes delicious.

  My financial woes were lost on 
my children.

  “We don’t drink Coke,” they said 
in unison.  

  “Yes, but you are a whiz at 
finding healthy alternatives to create 
sweet-tasting products,” I reminded 
my high school sophomore. “Didn’t 
you just make brownies using black 
beans and avocadoes?”

  Find that recipe on Pinterest, if 
you’re curious.

  “And you,” I said, pointing to the 
college junior,” have completed two 
years of university-level chemistry.”

  “Both of which I bombed,” she 
interjected.

  I continued: “Plus, you should 
know something about the chemical 
composition of Coke. Remember 
when your friends filmed you drop-
ping Mentos into a 2-liter bottle of 
Diet Coke? You told me that was 
a ‘chemistry experiment.’ By the 
way, we still have remnants of your 

experiment on the kitchen ceiling.”
  “So, what do we have to do?” 

my eldest said begrudgingly.  
  “It’s quite simple,” I said, pulling 

up the contest rules on my iPhone. 
“We must create a novel molecule/
compound that cannot be derived 
from stevia or Lo Han Guo, also 
known as Monk Fruit. But I’m sure 
you both knew that.”

  Their blank stares implied the 
opposite.

  “We also have to analyze our 
molecule’s level of degradation, 
whatever that means, and observe 
its stability in sunlight and pH. That 
stands for potential hydrogen. I 
Googled it.”

  “Thanks, Dad.”
  “Submissions can be no more 

than 20 pages. You can each write 
10.”  

  “And what are you going to do?”
  “It says you can also submit a 

video. I’m a professional comedian, 
so I thought we’d score some points 
if we could make the Coke judges 
laugh,” I said. “I was thinking of 
doing the presentation while a foun-
tain of Mentos-enhanced Diet Coke 
erupted behind me.”

  “Dad, the geek who lives down 
the hall from me couldn’t even do 
this,” my eldest said.  “My advice 

would be to start drinking more 
water.”

  Kids today. They just don’t want 
to make a million bucks.

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 
stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-
Tech Dad” and the recently released 
“The Road To Success Goes 
Through the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS 
From a Corporate Comedian,” avail-
able at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on 
the Web at www.gregschwem.com.)

 (c) 2017 GREG SCHWEM

Sadly, Coca-Cola, my kids don’t want a million bucks
(Continued from Page 1)

Coca Cola
• A can of Coke will sink in water, 

but a can of Diet Coke will float.
• Three people tried to sell Coca 

Cola’s secret ingredients to Pepsi, 
but Pepsi reported them to Coke 
and the FBI.

• Coca leaves are still used in 
Coca Cola. A company in New 
Jersey extracts Cocaine from the 
leaves for medical uses and then 
ships the remainder to Coke.

• A Soviet Union Marshal commis-
sioned a colorless coca-cola resem-
bling vodka because he liked the 
taste, so that he could drink coke 
without offending Joseph Stalin.
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GM promises electric or hydrogen fuel cell vehicles by 2023
By Charles Fleming
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Auto giant General Motors said 
Monday it will begin selling two 
new all-electric vehicles in the 
next 18 months and will have at 
least 20 new zero-emission elec-
tric vehicles in its lineup by 2023.

Chairman and CEO Mary 
Barra, making the announcement 
in Detroit, said the new cars are 
part of a sweeping plan to move 
toward an automotive world that 
includes zero emissions, zero 
congestion and zero crashes.

The two new cars will be based 
on technology derived from the 
company’s Bolt EV, the 238-mile-
range electric sedan that Chevro-
let introduced late last year.

They will be plug-in electric 
vehicles or hydrogen fuel cell 
vehicles that have no internal 
combustion engines and do not 
burn gasoline or emit harmful 
vapors from their tailpipes.

“GM is committed to a zero-
emission future,” said the 
company’s advanced-technology 
spokesperson, Kevin Kelly. “We 
said the Bolt EV would be a plat-

form for electric vehicles going 
forward. Today we are showing 
the next chapter of that.”

The new vehicles could be 
more like SUVs or crossovers 
than standard passenger cars, 
Kelly said.

The company also said it is 
developing a new fuel cell archi-
tecture that will allow twin electric 
motors, powered by compressed 
hydrogen, that could drive a 
heavy-duty truck, delivery vehicle 
or ambulance.

Analyst response was guard-
edly positive.

“General Motors has drawn 
a line in the sand: Its future will 
be all electric,” said Autotrader’s 
Michelle Krebs.

However, Krebs noted, GM 
was a little coy about what the 
new vehicles will be, and when 
they’ll start getting here.

“The automaker wisely gave 
no timeframe for when its full 
line of product would be electric 
because, frankly, no one knows 
how the EV future will evolve,” 
Krebs said.

The company declined to offer 

further details.
GM, with its Bolt EV bat-

tery-powered car and its Volt 
plug-in hybrid, is pushing into an 
increasingly competitive space 
while facing an uncertain sales 
future.

Though more than 350,000 
people put down $1,000 deposits 
to get in line for the upcoming 
Tesla Model 3 BEV sedan, sales 
of the Bolt EV have not met ana-
lysts’ expectations.

To date, in the United States, 
pure battery-electric vehicles 
account for less than 1 percent of 
all vehicles sold.

Electric cars are not all that new
Between 1832 and 1839, British inventor Robert Anderson also 

invented a crude electrical carriage. A patent for the use of rails as 
conductors of electric current was granted in England in 1840, and similar 
patents were issued to Lilley and Colten in the United States in 1847.

William Morrison of Des Moines, Iowa built the first successful electric 
automobile in the United States in 1891.

The first electric taxis hit the streets of New York City early in the year 
of 1897. The Pope Manufacturing Company of Connecticut became the 
first large-scale American electric automobile manufacturer.

The electric automobile is in its heyday in 1900. Of the 4,192 cars pro-
duced in the United States 28 percent were powered by electricity, and 
electric autos represented about one-third of all cars found on the roads 
of New York City, Boston, and Chicago.

In 1908, Henry Ford introduced the mass-produced and gasoline-pow-
ered Model T, which will had a profound effect on the U.S. automobile 
market.
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the same volleyball team as my 
daughter that night in the gym, and 
he said he might have a solution to 
my problem. 

 He said he had an old standard 
shift Dodge Ram pickup he could 
do without. He named a price, I 
agreed, and we watched the rest of 
the game.

I don’t remember what I paid, but 
it was worth it. Old Blue made many 
a round trip, over the next several 
years, between my house and the 
high school where I taught.

 That volleyball playing daughter, 

Kara, actually christened it Old Blue, 
because of its faded, robin’s egg 
hue.  I had never given a name to a 
motor vehicle, but Kara maintained 
that that one was unique, and 
deserved one.

She loved that pickup. Her little 
sisters, in junior high and elemen-
tary, saw too many dents and dings 
and scruffy places to be much 
impressed. If they actually ever 
climbed aboard and rode in Blue I 
suspect they hunkered down low so 
nobody would recognize them

  But Kara, ever the Romantic and 
champion of the underdog, saw real 

character in that truck. She rode 
to and from school with me that 
year – before she got her driver’s 
license – and we cranked the 
windows down (Blue’s heater and 
air conditioner were iffy, at best), 
rested our arms in the windows, 
and sang along to “Johnny Horton’s 
Greatest Hits”, probably the only 
cassette tape we ever inserted into 
the dashboard player.

One speaker must have had a 
loose wire; it sputtered often and 
sometimes took time outs.  We 
didn’t care.  We were more into the 
singing of “North to Alaska” and 
“Whispering Pines” and “The Battle 
of New Orleans” than into listening 
to them being sung to us.

Blue finally began to cost me 
more in repairs than he was worth 
(by the way, I realize that most 
vehicles are referred to as females, 

but Kara and I never thought of this 
one as anything but an old, delight-
fully cantankerous, rough-at-the-
edges male).

 I sold him to somebody that 
was better at tinkering with engines 
than me, which would have been 
practically anybody that presented 
themselves.

I miss that old truck. I even miss 
its temperamental second gear that 
I constantly ground my way through, 
manipulating a gear shift as tall as 
one on an old city bus.

What I really miss is those morn-
ings and afternoons with Kara, the 
breeze whipping over us through the 
open windows, both of us bellowing 
out Johnny Horton tunes. Both of 
us laughing. Both of us happy to be 
together.

These days Kara is about the age 
that I was when we got that truck, 

and she’s a teacher herself.
 I don’t know what she listens 

to on her way to work in Houston 
traffic, but I’ll bet if “North to Alaska” 
came on the radio she’d smile and 
commence singing, maybe with the 
window down.

Sometimes we talk about Old 
Blue, almost like he was a real 
person in our past. 

 And it’s usually when we’re 
alone. Because the rest of the family 
never caught on to the secret that 
only we shared. That Blue wasn’t a 
truck at all; he was a kindred spirit, 
a fellow traveler on life’s highway.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” and 
nine other books of fiction and non-
fiction nfiction.

Old Blue was more than just a truck
(Continued from Page 1)

October 21
November 4, 18

9am - 3pm
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you can’t tell the players without a 
scorecard. Nowadays I’m not certain 
even that would be of much help.

I remember when the Dodgers 
had outfielders with names like 
Duke. Now they have a guy in right 
named Yasiel. Peruse the lineup 
cards, and you see Major Leagu-
ers named Yonder, Ehire, Teoscar, 
Yulieski, Roughned, Norichika, 
Alcides, Dansby and Renato, and 
those are just their first names.

Where have you gone Joe 
DiMaggio?

Many of these hard-to-grasp 
names reflect the increased 
international scope of modern 
rosters, which is a good thing. And 
some are rooted in cultures whose 
modern monikers have moved away 

from what the great Cassius Clay 
referred to as “slave names,” when 
he decided to become Muhammad 
Ali, another positive trend.

But that doesn’t help fans. Nor 
does the fact that most modern 
players eschew nicknames? which 
made rooting easier. The Yankees 
used to field teams with players 
like Mickey “The Switcher” Mantle 
in center, Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto at 
short, Bill “Moose” Skowron at first 
and, of course, Lawrence “Yogi” 
Berra behind the plate.

Today’s Yankee team has no 
notable nicknames. If the short-
stop’s name happens to be Didi 
Gregorius, then fans are just going 
to have to deal with it.

At an ill-conceived “Players 
Weekend,” Big Leaguers were 
encouraged to place nicknames on 
their jerseys. Gregorius came up 

with “Sir Didi,” which stuck for about 
48 hours. And slugger Aaron Judge 
settled for “All Rise”?’which, as nick-
names go, is sort of a foul ball.

Modern coaches and managers 
don’t help either. They’ve dropped 
nicknames in favor of adding “er” 
or “y” to names whenever possible. 
So, for example, Giants manager 
Bruce Bochy calls pitcher Matt Cain 
“Cainer,” and he refers to outfielder 
Denard Span as “Spany.”

Like Abbott and Costello, many 
fans are left wondering: Who’s on 
first?

A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming 
live appearances is available at 
www.CandidCamera.com. Peter 
Funt is a writer and speaker. His 
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is 
available at Amazon.com and 
CandidCamera.com. 

        ©2017 Peter Funt

(Continued from Page 1)

Today’s athletes’ names are harder than Scooter and Yogi

Shopping tricks
healthyway.com

• Customers usually buy more 
product during 10 for $10 deals as 
opposed to one for $1 or five for 
$5 deals because it seems like a 
greater value, even though it ends 
up being the same price per item.

• Pre-cut produce is convenient, 
but expensive. They include nice-
packaging, a pre-cleaned product, 
and no prep work. However, these 
are perks that you’re paying a pretty 
hefty penny for, and you’re almost 
certainly getting less product for 
your money.

• If you thought the carts at your 
favorite grocery store seemed 
bigger than the last time you were 
there, you’re not going crazy. 
Research shows that consumers 
are likely to buy up to 40 percent 
more when the size of their shop-
ping cart is doubled.

• Many grocery stores place their 
floral department and bakery near 
the front of the store, and there’s 
a reason for it. The scent of fresh 
flowers will help put you in a good 
mood when you enter the store, 
and the smell of baked goods will 
activate your salivary glands and 
make you hungry.

• Name-brand items are typically 
the more expensive products in 
grocery stores. To help persuade 
you, stores place these items at eye 
level so you’re less likely to keep 
searching the shelves once you see 
them.
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Wall St. Journal ranks A&M among Top 20 public colleges
Texas A&M University broke into 

the top 20 public universities list 
for the first time in the Wall Street 
Journal/Times Higher Education 
College Rankings of 2018 at No. 
19, and jumped to No. 3 among 
all universities, public or private, in 
student engagement.

The rankings also place Texas 
A&M in the top 10 percent in the 
overall ranking among 1,054 col-
leges and universities surveyed.

Texas A&M tied for No.3 overall 
in the category of engagement, 
which is based on student rec-
ommendations; interaction with 
teachers and students; the number 
of accredited programs; and willing-
ness to recommend their school to 
others.

“These rankings show once again 
that Texas A&M is a great place 

to learn and that our students are 
highly satisfied with their educa-
tional experience,” says President 
Michael K. Young.

“We want every student to have a 
minimum of three high-impact learn-
ing experiences during their time at 
Texas A&M, such as study or work 
abroad, undergraduate research, 
or help starting a business. We 
appreciate our faculty who engage 
students and our students who are 
great at seizing opportunities to 
learn in new and different ways.”

The Wall Street Journal/Times 
Higher Education rankings use 
multiple grading criteria and are 
based on four broad categories: 
resources, engagement, outcomes 
and environment.

Included in those categories are 
numerous other metrics, including 

reputation; costs; graduation rates; 
student loans and default rates; 
earning power after graduation; 
amount of faculty research; number 
of accredited programs; student 
and faculty/staff diversity; number 
of international students; student-
faculty ratio; and other criteria.

Texas A&M has consistently 
fared well in recent similar college 
rankings.

Texas A&M has been ranked 
No. 4 – the only institution in Texas 
among the Top 20 – in Washing-
ton Monthly’s rankings of the best 
universities in the country. It ranked 
the highest of any public university 
in the nation in the magazine’s 
rankings.

Xbox 360 controllers on new sub
The Virginian-Pilot (TNS)

— The control room of one of 
the Navy’s most advanced subma-
rines is filled with sophisticated 
computers, flat-screen monitors 
and sailors who grew up in a 
digital world.

At times it can look a bit like a 
video game arcade, and not just 
because of the high-resolution 
graphics.

The Navy is beginning to use 
an Xbox 360 controller — like the 
ones you find at the mall — to 
operate the periscopes aboard 
Virginia-class submarines.

Unlike other types of subma-
rines people are familiar with from 

Hollywood, Virginia-class sub-
marines don’t have a traditional 
rotating tube periscope that only 
one person can look through at a 
time.

Lockheed Martin and Navy 
officials have been working to use 
commercial off-the-shelf technol-
ogy to reduce costs and take 
advantage of the technological 
skills sailors grow up with. The 
integration of the video game 
console controller grew out of that 
effort.

Lockheed Martin refers to the 
classified research lab in Manas-
sas where testing occurred as the 
submarine version of “Area 51.” 
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Explosive bursts of methane helped ancient Mars keep liquid water flowing, study finds
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In a drying time, Mars may have 
been kept warm enough for liquid 
water to remain stable on the sur-
face thanks to explosive bursts of 
methane gas, a new study finds.

The simulations, described in the 
journal Nature Geoscience, could 

explain how Mars managed to 
sustain a series of lakes in a climate 
that at first glance seems too cold 
and arid to have done so.

Since landing on the Red Planet 
in August 2012, NASA’s rover Curi-
osity has discovered that 96-mile-
wide Gale Crater held a series of 
lakes around 3.5 billion years ago. 

The rocks it has drilled and X-rayed 
and lasered have also revealed 
environments that would have been 
potentially habitable for Earth-like 
life.

Keep in mind, however, that Mars’ 
wettest period was likely the first bil-
lion years of its 4.6 billion-year life, 
the Noachian period, when it had a 

thicker atmosphere that would have 
been better able to keep liquid water 
stable on the planet’s surface.

“Although the climate was 
relatively cold compared to Earth, 
there is evidence that liquid water 
flowed in streams and rivers, formed 
alluvial fans and deltas, and ponded 
in big lakes and possibly seas,” 
Alberto Fairen of the Centro de 
Astrobiologia in Spain and Cornell 
University, who was not involved in 
the paper, wrote in a commentary.

Then came the 600 million-year 
Hesperian period, when the Red 
Planet began to transform from a 
cold, wet world to a cold, icy one, as 
the protective atmosphere thinned 
and the planet’s interior cooled. The 
next 3 billion years until now are 
known as the Amazonian period, 
during which Mars solidified its 
reputation as the cold, dry planet we 
see today.

So here’s the thing that’s puzzled 
planetary scientists: Gale Crater’s 
rocks bear evidence of liquid water 
on Mars during the Hesperian 
period, including lakes (perhaps 
protected by a layer of surface ice) 
and deltas. But that means these 
lakes and deltas persisted during a 
period that was markedly drier, with 
a thinner atmosphere less capable 
of sustaining liquid water. How do 
these two facts square up?

“Previous hypotheses have 
struggled to explain lake-forming 
climates that are both rare and long-
lasting,” Fairen wrote. “For example, 

volcanism and impacts can produce 
episodes of climate warming, but 
not of sufficiently long duration.”

Now, lead author Edwin Kite, a 
planetary scientist the University of 
Chicago, and his colleagues say 
that after running climate models 
they’ve come up with an explana-
tion: explosive bursts of methane.

Here’s how it works. The Red 
Planet’s obliquity, or tilt on its axis, 
can vary far more dramatically than 
Earth’s does. The researchers think 
that occasional dramatic shifts in 
that tilt (perhaps around 10 to 20 
degrees) would have exposed ice-
covered parts of the Martian surface 
to the sun, causing that cover to 
shrink fairly quickly. The ice’s retreat 
would have exposed clathrates filled 
with pockets of methane, allowing 
the methane to burst out of the 
ground and into the atmosphere.

Methane is a powerful green-
house gas — about 25 times as 
powerful as carbon dioxide. So if 
enough of it were to emerge from 
the ground at the same time, it 
could actually result in a significant 
amount of warming, the thinking 
goes.

Now, eventually, methane gets 
broken down by sunlight. But in the 
meantime, Kite and his colleagues 
found that it could lead to warming 
lasting hundreds of thousands of 
years — long enough to explain the 
extended presence of liquid water 
during this otherwise dry time in 
Martian history, scientists say.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   October 10, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 11

Did you know about U.S. agriculture?

Just about every county around 
here has a fair this time of the year, 
so as a young reporter I had to think 
of something that would stand out 
among the rest to have a chance of 
getting published in the Chronicle.

I needed a twist for the story 
unique enough that it would be inter-
esting to people in the Chronicle’s 
circulation area who may not plan to 
come down here, but liked to read a 
good story.

I found it pretty quickly. It was 
right in front of my eyes. At the time, 
the fair promoted itself as “the larg-
est county fair in Texas.” 

The news peg was that the Fort 
Bend County Fair, just next door, 
occupies a larger area than the 
Brazoria County Fairgrounds, and 
had in the past disputed that claim, 
although it had not received all that 
much publicity.

When I pitched the story to the 
editors, they jumped all over it. Then 
I got an interview from both sides 
and created a light-hearted, friendly 
competition-type story that also 
included some other information, 
like when the fairs started, ended 
and main attractions and entertain-
ment.

Then there was the year when 
Pct. 3 Commissioner Billy Joe 
Plaster remarked that if it’s fair 
time, expect rain because it always 
rains during the fair. That made 
for another good story peg. I do 
remember that it has rained during 
the fair parade and the fair a lot, 
but not always. Billy Joe just tried 
to cover all the bases, just in case it 
rained that year.

Being raised in big cities, I always 
liked going to the fair and working 
on articles. My first chance came in 
1979 when I worked for the Bay City 
Tribune and as a cub reporter just 
out of a big city college. Jay Jacobs, 
the city editor, dumped on my desk 
a box full of papers and designated 
me as the Matagorda County Fair 
Section editor.

I worked long hours on that 
section and got an education in agri-
culture in the process. I also met a 
bunch of nice people and attended 
my first rodeo.

“Not bad for a city slicker,” Jay 
said after the section came out. I 
did find some mistakes after it was 
printed. Fortunately, Jay didn’t fret 
mistakes. He was just glad that he 
didn’t have to do the section himself.

Enjoy the Brazoria County Fair, 
dear reader. It has something for all 
ages and interests.

 Unplug the computers and turn 
off the cellphones. Smell the fair 
aroma and take in the sounds and 
sights of the fair.

 You’re at the biggest county fair 
in Texas, as we used to say. Don’t 
forget your umbrella.

October means it is time for the Brazoria County Fair
(Continueed from Page 1)

Did you know mature turkeys have more than 3,500 feathers? How about 
that cows have four stomachs and can detect smells up to six miles away? 
Agriculture is one of the United States’ most important industries, employing 
more than 24 million workers or 17 percent of the country’s total work force.

• There are 47 different breeds of sheep in the U.S.
• Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a soybean-based hydraulic fluid.
• The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 seconds.
• The average dairy cow produces seven gallons of milk a day, 2,100 

pounds of milk a month, and 46,000 glasses of milk a year.
 • No two cows have exactly the same pattern of spots.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

What were they thinking?

LOOKS LIKE SOMEONE FELL ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL: Or, maybe 
they were drawing a mountain and hillside. All we need are a few 
trees, maybe a snowcap and some flowers.

Can you get flagged for a 
personal foul on your own 
coach?

Maybe football ought to do like 
baseball and put its coaches in 
uniforms, too — helmets, pads 
and all.

Hawaii linebackers coach Sean 
Duggan suffered a dislocated 
elbow and broken wrist after an 
ill-fated celebratory leap into 
O-lineman Viane Moala, who 
was returning to the sideline 
after a blocked kick vs. Western 
Carolina.

“You advise against chest-
bumping a 6-foot-7, 300-pound 
Tongan,” Hawaii coach Nick 
Rolovich told Hawaii News Now. 
“That’s just, as a new haole guy 
to the island, that’s just not some-
thing you should make a habit 
of. It’s a hard lesson to learn, but 
he’ll get through it.”
Pot bust

Oklahoma State linebacker 
Brandon Vaughn has been 
arrested for intent to sell 
marijuana within 2,000 feet of a 
school.

Cops suspected it was a 
football player, since he limited 
his sales to only nickel and dime 
packages.

A different drug dog
Clonbrien Hero, a champion 

racing greyhound in Ireland, 
tested positive for traces of 
cocaine and was banned from 
competition until he can produce a 
clean sample.

A drug-sniffing dog? No kidding.
Money player

Texans star J.J. Watt’s fundrais-
ing total for Hurricane Harvey 
came to a whopping $37 million.

In keeping with the theme, he 
asked them to put it all in sacks.
Nine? Nein

Adrian Peterson groused that “I 
didn’t sign up for nine snaps” after 
getting just six carries in his New 
Orleans debut.

Here’s guessing the Saints 
didn’t sign up for 3.1 yards a carry, 
either.
Pass the tums

Nebraska paid Northern Illinois 
$820,000 to show up for a football 
game — and the Cornhuskers 
promptly lost, 21-17.

As any admonished kid at meal-
time can tell you: Don’t play with 
your food.
Added Jet lag

Jets players said they were 
“infuriated” and “demoralized” 
when Marshawn Lynch did a 
sideline dance during the Raiders’ 
45-20 romp last Sunday.

What, simply playing for the 
Jets isn’t demoralizing enough?

Humidity
Warm air can hold more water 

than cool air. But if the air (warm or 
cool) is holding half as much mois-
ture as it can hold when saturated, 
the relative humidity (RH) is 50 
percent. Meteorologists, in contrast, 
use dewpoint temperature as a 
measure of the moisture content of 
air.

Forecasters watch the dew point, 
not relative humidity, because hot 
air can hold more moisture than cool 
air. At 90 degrees, we feel uncom-
fortable at dew points of 65-69 
degrees. But the RH may be only 44 
- 52 percent (half the atmosphere’s 
capacity). Dew points above 70 
degrees feel oppressive.

The RH is the amount of mois-
ture in the air (via moisture mass 
or vapor pressure) divided by the 

maximum amount of moisture that 
could exist in the air at a specific 
temperature (via max moisture 
mass or saturation vapor pres-
sure).

Humidity feels hotter than the 
actual temperature. Likewise, very 
low humidity can make us feel 
cooler than the actual temperature.

This happens because the dry 
air helps sweat evaporate more 
quickly than usual. 
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Did you know?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Build it to last. As this 
week unfolds, when you make a commitment to some-
thing your word should be as good as gold. Avoid just 
telling someone what they want to hear as no one will 
benefit in the long run.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Conventional wisdom 
may not apply. You may not get to the bottom of a 
problem unless you come up with a creative solution. 
Put good ideas to work this week, as they’ll do little good 
stuck in your head.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Share your 
thoughts. You may find satisfaction by expressing your-
self through creative or artistic outlets this week. Others 
may gain insight into what makes you tick when you 
engage them in deep, meaningful discussions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put your own spin 
on it. While someone else’s methods may not work for 
you, there may be certain aspects of their ideas that you 
can put to good use. Don’t be too quick to make a final 
judgment this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Give a loved one a 
long leash. Give someone near and dear the space to 
do what they want in the week ahead. Making too many 
demands could result in a rebellion. A dream may not be 
too far-fetched.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): March to your own beat. 
What works for everyone else may not work for you this 
week. Follow your instincts and intuition. Others may 
mean well, but the advice you receive could steer you in 
the wrong direction.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1000, 
Norse explorer Leif Ericson landed 
on a spot in North America that he 
called “Vinland,” which may have 
been what today is known as New-
foundland. In 1967, Latin American 
guerrilla leader Che Guevara was 
executed for attempting to incite 
revolution in Bolivia.

Oct. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1845, the U.S. Naval Academy was 
founded in Annapolis, Maryland. 
It opened with 50 midshipman 
students and seven professors. In 
1973, Vice President Spiro Agnew 
- accused of accepting more than 
$100,000 in bribes while serving as 
Baltimore county executive, gover-

nor of Maryland and VP - pleaded 
no contest to one charge of federal 
income-tax evasion and resigned 
his office.

Oct. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1776, the first naval battle of Lake 
Champlain was fought during the 
U.S. Revolutionary War. In 1975, 
NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” made 
its debut.

Oct. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1492, Christopher Columbus 
arrived with his first expedition to 
the New World in the present-day 
Bahamas. In 2010, the first of 33 
miners trapped underground in the 
Copiapo mining accident in Chile 
was rescued after 69 days.

Oct. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, the U.S. Navy came into 
being as the Continental Congress 
ordered the construction of a naval 
fleet. In 1994, Netscape Com-
munications Corp. announced that 
it was offering its new Netscape 
Navigator free to users via the 

internet.
Oct. 14: ON THIS DATE in 

1066, William the Conqueror of 
Normandy gained control over 
much of England by winning the 
Battle of Hastings, securing his 
claim to the English throne. In 
1947, test pilot Chuck Yeager first 
broke the sound barrier in the Bell 
X-1 rocket plane.

Oct. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1917, Mata Hari, a Dutch dancer 
who had spied for the Germans 
during World War I, was executed 
by a French firing squad. In 1949, 
evangelist Billy Graham began his 
public ministry. 

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1978, 
President Carter signed a bill 
authorizing mintage of the Susan 
B. Anthony dollar coin.

This week’s question: In 
1989, who passed Gordie Howe 
to become the National Hockey 
League’s all-time top scorer?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Put several irons into the 
fire. There’s no reason to limit your progress when you 
are capable of handling multiple tasks this week. Your 
creative ideas may come to the forefront but you may 
need someone else’s aid to make it work.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Stick with what works. 
Don’t waste time worrying over areas and aspects that 
you find difficult when you can excel by simply doing 
what you do well. Be aware you will be the center of 
attention in the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Speak from the heart. 
If you just say what you feel and don’t try to over 
think an issue, you’ll have no problem making a good 
impression in the week to come. Devote extra time to 
a hobby to provide a much-needed escape.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You can’t have it 
both ways. This week both business and family may 
demand your attention and you’ll need to decide 
which has the greater priority. A close friend could be 
counted on to come through for you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t get emotionally 
involved. Someone’s irrational behavior may have you 
ready to lose your cool this week, but if you can keep 
your temper in check, the solution should become 
clear. Maintain an objective view of everything.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A good chess player 
anticipates his next move. Make decisions carefully in 
the week ahead, keeping in mind future events could 
have an impact on whatever choice you make. Create 
a pleasant environment.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SPOIL  GROUP  TANDEM  INTACT
Answer: When they offered her a chance to advertise on the billboard at a discount, she said -- SIGN ME UP

• In Wolverine’s early days, 
Marvel had a “rule” that the comic 
book character could not have arm 
hair while in costume.

• Intelligent people tend to drink 
more alcohol.



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   October 10, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• A recent study found that the 
majority of participants demon-
strated an implicit bias against black 
women’s natural hair.

• Christopher Guichet built an 
alarm clock that will only turn off 
when shot by a Nerf gun, which 
forces you to sit up and move.

• France has trained d’Artagnan, 
Athos, Porthos, and Aramis—four 
golden eagles—to destroy drones.

• Almost eight million premature 
global deaths could be avoided 
every year if people ate ten portions 
of fruits and vegetables a day.

• Broad Street Dough Co., in 
Oakhurst, New Jersey, has created 
Girl Scout cookie/doughnut mash-
ups featuring Thin Mints, Samoas, 
and Tagalongs.

• In Polish Scrabble, the letter Z is 
only worth 1 point.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 ACROSS
1 Frequent flier’s respite
5 Dressing room of a sort
9 Proverbially exposed place
14 Trendy berry
15 Bausch + Lomb brand
16 Missouri campus town
17 38-Across nickname
19 __ Olay
20 Bread flavoring
21 Stand between

23 Strait’s “All My __ Live in Texas”
24 Kindle downloads: Abbr.
26 Multipart opus
27 “The Merry Widow” composer
29 Leitmotif
31 Park it
34 Author of epistolas
36 Girlfriend of Garfield
38 Fourth of eight
41 See 30-Down
43 End for Louis

44 Singly
46 Percolates
48 Home in the woods
49 First of 12
51 “__ espa-ol?”
55 Be unable to swallow
57 Summer shade
59 Hermione’s love
60 Chanced on
63 Michener’s “The Bridges at __”
65 Worth keeping
66 Appealing to prejudice rather 
than intellect, as an argument
68 Large green moths
69 Masked critter
70 March Madness initials
71 Coastal attraction
72 Kids’ hideout
73 Where an inch may represent a foot

DOWN
1 Uninhibited jazz style
2 Climber’s tool
3 Salad slice
4 Tango moves
5 Original Model T need
6 Writer Deighton
7 Arles articles
8 Hydrocarbon obtained from crude oil
9 “Does the name Pavlov ring a 
bell?,” e.g.
10 French wine valley
11 Totally confused
12 ATM feature
13 Place of refuge
18 First sign of fall
22 Hairstyling stuff
25 1944 French battle site
28 Choir recess
30 With 41-Across, quarantined, 
and a hint to completing 12 puzzle 
answers
32 B&B, maybe
33 The Twinings shop at 216 Strand 
in London, e.g.
35 Titania’s husband
37 Sax-playing Simpson
38 Zoo
39 Tailless simian
40 Big name in traveling shows
42 Branch structure
45 Most foxy
47 __ Penh
50 Undamaged
52 Super Bowl 50 champ
53 “Because you’re worth it” brand
54 1978 comedy classic
56 Islamic deity
58 Make amends
60 Theater with no seats?
61 Case for notions
62 Follower of PepŽ Le Pew?
64 Big-hearted
67 Weed tackler
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In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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How to check and maintain your home’s infrastructure 
HEALTH AND HOME

By Debbie Carlson
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

It’s no secret that U.S. infra-
structure is crumbling, but is your 
home’s infrastructure in good 
shape?

Maintaining key features that 
make a home livable will save 
money down the road and may 
even fall under critical life-safety 
issues. These home maintenance 
checkups aren’t sexy or fun, but 
they are necessary to keep a 
house in top shape.

While everything in a house 
eventually needs to be replaced, 
home experts flagged their top 
three infrastructure areas to 
maintain.

The home’s structure. A 
home’s roof, foundation and frame 
are equally critical to a livable home. 
Pat Knight, training, licensing and 
inspection support manager of WIN 
Home Inspection, a national home 
inspection franchise, said to keep 
an eye on the roof as the seasons 
change, making sure the surface 
is free from debris and there is no 
damage. Get gutters cleaned, and 
make sure they’re draining properly 
away from the home. Checking the 
roof can be as simple as using a 
pair of binoculars from the yard, 
or it could mean hiring a company 
to inspect for potential damage up 
close.

“Deferred maintenance can 

drastically reduce the life expec-
tancy of the roof, and replacement 
is expensive,” he said.

Keep an eye on the home’s 
bottom too. Angie Hicks, founder 
of Angie’s List, a home services 
directory, says the fall season is 
a great time to check the home’s 
foundation.

It can be difficult to get the 
moisture content right consistently, 
so Hicks gave a few tips. Ensure 
proper drainage away from the 
structure’s surface, which can oth-
erwise compromise the foundation’s 
integrity. Subsurface or French 
drains can help in regions where 
too little moisture is an issue, as 
can a strategic sprinkler system that 

prevents extreme drying/shrinking of 
the surrounding soil.

While looking at the foundation, 
look out for insects like carpenter 
ants or termites, especially in homes 
with wooden frames, said Beverley 
Kruskol, owner of M.Y. Pacific Build-
ing, a general contractor who has 
worked with high-end renovations, 
including for Mario Batali’s restau-
rants in Los Angeles.

With climate change, insects like 
termites can now be a problem in 
areas that previously never had 
problems with these bugs. Termites 
cause significant damage and can 
migrate from other homes, too, she 
said.

Heating/cooling system. 
Having the home’s HVAC system 
maintained yearly by a qualified 

company will prevent major 
breakdowns happening at just the 
wrong time, said Knight and Hicks.

“Waiting until you need a repair 
will cost you dearly, especially 
if there is a cold snap or a heat 
wave,” Knight said.

In between professional main-
tenance, Hicks said, homeowners 
should change the filters regularly, 
do their own visual inspections 
and keep an eye on the thermo-
stat.

“These are three quick and easy 
things you can do yourself,” she 
said.

Plumbing. Leaky faucets and 
overflowing toilets are obvious 
signs of problems, but stealth 
leaks can cause a lot of damage, 
Kruskol said, such as mold.

“It’s really not a bad idea to 
have a plumber come out periodi-
cally and check the system. Roots 
can grow into pipes. Sprinklers 
end up splashing against the 
house, which can deteriorate 
outdoor brick, stucco and founda-
tions,” she said.

Keep an eye on water bills, and 
don’t let leaky faucets go drip-
ping, especially for environmental 
considerations.

“It’s a problem for all of us. Yes, 
water rates are higher, but we’re 
all going to be affected by the lack 
of water,” she said.

Page 16  THE BULLETIN  October 10, 2017  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

What is carpal tunnel syndrome, and what is the most effective treatment?
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Carpal tunnel syndrome is a 
condition that creates numbness 
and tingling in your palm from the 
thumb to ring fingers. It occurs 
when a nerve on the palm side 
of the hand is compressed or 
irritated in some way. Often, a 
combination of risk factors con-
tributes to the development of the 
condition, which tends to create 
initial symptoms at night.

Several treatment options are 
available to relieve tingling and 
numbness, and restore wrist and 

hand function.
A pathway within the structure of 

palm side of the hand creates the 
problem.

“This is the carpal tunnel liga-
ment,” says orthopedic surgeon Dr. 
Sanj Kakar while pointing to a model 
of the inner workings of a human 
hand. “It’s called the transverse 
retinacular ligament. The median 
nerve is this yellow structure.”

Carpal tunnel syndrome is simply 
pressure on that nerve. A majority of 
the times, doctors don’t know why, 
but sometimes it can be due to a 

mass or thickening of the tissues in 
the carpal canal.

“And patients will generally 
complain of numbness and tingling,” 
says Kakar. “It mainly happens at 
nighttime.”

Kakar says if symptoms are 
ignored, carpal tunnel can lead to 
difficulties doing what were routine 
tasks, due to clumsiness of the 
fingers.

“Women have difficulty doing their 
bra,” he adds. “Men have difficulty 
doing the top button of their shirt.”

Kakar says, for some patients, 
wearing a wrist brace at night can 
ease symptoms. A steroid injection 

may help — although the effect can 
wear off over time. The next step is 
a short surgery to open the tunnel 
and relieve the pressure.

“All we are doing is literally 
opening up this band,” says Kakar, 
referencing a computer animation of 
a carpal tunnel surgery.”

“The actual procedure takes five 
to 10 minutes,” explains Kakar. “And 
it’s amazing the number of times 
you see patients who say, ‘I didn’t 
realize that’s all it took.’”


