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Now, what’s wrong with just being an average guy?
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

A third grade teacher once 
wrote on my report card, “Peter 
is extremely average.” Accurate 
though the critique might have 
been, my parents and I felt it was a 
bit harsh. 

Years later, the Pulitzer Prize-
winning television critic for The 
Washington Post, Tom Shales, 
wrote of me: “He may be a bundle 
of Funt, but he’s no bundle of fun.” 

Deft as the turn of phrase might 
have been, my wife and I felt it was 
somewhat mean-spirited. 

Those were the worst profes-
sional evaluations I’d ever received 
until this month, when something far 
more devastating than a bad report 
card or a nasty newspaper review 
came via email from the Yahoo com-
pany. It was from the office of the 
Fantasy Football Commissioner. 

This remarkable document, titled 
“Peter’s Team Draft Report Card,” (Continued on Page 8)

(Continued on Page 4)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A friend recently shared his 
dream of being back in college and 
not knowing what classes he was 
taking or where they were. Then 
he realized that he forgot to go to 
one class the entire semester, and 
wondered how he was going to 
pass the final.

Some of us who went to college 
in the 1970s may have actually 
encountered these situations in real 
life, but he was having an anxiety 

dream and 
asked if anyone 
else had them. 

I am raising 
my hand. It’s 
amazing how 
great minds think 
alike because I 
have had some 
of those same 

dreams - or nightmares.
I am a practical sort of guy. I 

don’t believe dreams mean any-
thing. They are, in my opinion, just 
a collection of memories thrown 
together during the REM part of 
sleep.

Most of the time I wake up in the 
morning not remembering what I 
was dreaming, but occasionally the 
dream is clear as reality.

In the movie “Inception,” dream 
and reality cross lines, and Leon-
ardo DiCaprio has trouble telling 
which is which. In fact, the viewer 
has trouble telling, especially when 
the spinning top starts wobbling as 
the movie ends - real time or just 
another dream?

That’s what Hollywood does, 
crossing lines and keeping us 
guessing. They should make a 
sequel so that we can find out if 

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor 

A few years ago as I was reading 
“Katherine Graham’s Washington,” 
the late Washington Post matriarch’s 
collection of various authors’ essays 
about the capitol city and its history, 
I came across an excerpt from an 
old book that means a lot to me.  It’s 
called “Starling of the White House,” 
the autobiography of Colonel E. W. 
Starling, a Secret Service agent 

who protected 
Presidents 
Woodrow Wilson 
through Franklin 
Roosevelt. It was 
one of the very 
first books I ever 
read.

My mother 
had brought it 

to Oakwood, our little east Texas 
town, along with several dozen other 
volumes from the left-over inven-
tory of the book shop she ran in the 
front room of her parents’ house in 
Livingston during and just after the 
second World War.  My father, home 
from the South Pacific and back in 
his position as Superintendent of the 
Oakwood schools, had swept her 
off her feet and up into the country, 
along with all those books.  A few 
years later, after I had made my 
grand entrance, I pulled “Starling” 
and a few other tomes down from 
the shelf and commenced what 
would become a lifetime of reading.

At the supper table, I recounted 
the heroic deeds of the brave colonel 
to my parents and sister and stated 

THE WORDSMITH

National memory screening program coming to county
As part of the Alzheimer’s Foun-

dation of America’s (AFA) National 
Memory Screening Program, 
the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project will offer FREE, 
confidential memory screenings 
at nine Brazoria County Libraries 
during the week of November 13-
18.  The individual library sched-
ules are as follows:

ALVIN (105 S Gordon, Alvin): 

Nov. 13-18; 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
each day;

ANGLETON (401 E Cedar, Angle-
ton): Nov. 13-18; 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. each day;

BRAZORIA (620 S Brooks, 
Brazoria): Nov. 13-18; 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. each day;

CLUTE (215 N Shanks, Clute): 
Nov. 13 & 15 in ENGLISH; Nov. 14 
& 16 in SPANISH; 10:30 a.m. to 5:

30 p.m. each day;
DANBURY (1702 N. Main, Dan-

bury): Nov. 15 & 17; 10:30 a.m. to 5:
30 p.m. each day.

LAKE JACKSON (250 Circle 
Way, Lake Jackson): Nov. 13-18; 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day;

PEARLAND WESTSIDE (2803 
Business Center Drive #101, Pearl-
and): Nov. 13, 15, & 17; 10:30 a.m. 

graded my performance in a 10-
person online fantasy football draft 
- an event that followed weeks of 
study on my part, was conducted 
with stacks of notes and charts 
spread before me, and went on for 
roughly 90 minutes, during which 
my heart noticeably palpitated every 
time I was “on the clock.” 

My grade was “C,” which seemed 
O.K., until I realized it was the 
lowest grade issued. The report 

Consider having a CPR “teaching party” for you and your friends who 
also have kids. CREDIT: Dreamstime.com.

CPR party, anyone?
By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
www.kidsdr.com

   I was seeing a newborn the 
other day, and the parents had a 
great idea. Their baby had spit up, 
and they were concerned about 
how to clear his airway. When we 
discussed how to hold the baby to 
clear the airway, they had the great 
idea of having a CPR “teaching 
party” for a group of their friends 
who also had young babies. 

  I encourage new parents (actu-
(Continued on Page 4)
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OH SURE, SHE’S PROBABLY TAKE HIM BACK NOW: A few 
days after a terrible argument in which he accused his ex-girlfriend of 
cheating on him, a man in Antioch, Calif., set fire to her car and went look-
ing for her at the McDonald’s where she worked and smashed the window 
with a crowbar when he found she wasn’t there. Then he broke into a 
home and stole a shotgun, ammunition and a car. He shot out windows 
at her place of work and later at her relative’s home. Then, he carjacked 
another vehicle when he ran out of gas. The cops finally caught up with 
him and brought him in.

NOW HE CAN SHOW UP FOR WORK EVEN LESS: A high-
ranking New York court official, who earns $166,000 a year, accidentally 
butt-dialed a newspaper reporter, and said, “I barely show up for work.” 
He was fired.

FOLKS, WE HAVE A LITTLE PROBLEM HERE: A week-long 
cheese festival in Brighton, England, had to be cancelled because they 
ran out of cheese.

MOMMY NEEDS HER MEDICINE: A woman was arrested after 
she snorted cocaine while waiting in her car for her child in the parent 
pick-up line at the Lexington Middle School in Lee County, Fla.

PLEEZE LETT THISS GUY OUT: In order to get himself out of 
jail in Bartow, Calif., a man had his girlfriend – a secretary at the sheriff’s 
office – write a letter on official stationary that he was on a special mission 
for the ATF. Unfortunately, she wrote the note entirely in capital letters, 
and made a number of spelling errors. This fooled nobody.

I GUESS I’M TURNING MYSELF IN: A drunk driver on the south-
bound side of Highway 1 near Aptos, Calif., crashed his Jeep into a sign 
that said “Report Drunk Drivers.”

HEH HEH, THEY’LL NEVER CATCH ME … KA BOOOM! After 
a night out on the town, a woman saw police chasing her on the M60 in 
Manchester, England, so she led them on a 120 mph chase running red 
lights and prompting police calls for  backup. It ended when her engine 
blew.

AND WAS THE CHESHIRE CAT GRINNING?: A man went on a 
rampage, using a forklift to seriously damage a building under construc-
tion in Crestview, Fla., then throwing cinderblocks off the scaffolding. He 
told arresting officers that his name was “Alice Wonderland, and he was 
told to commit the offenses by a hookah-smoking caterpillar.”

WHY DON’T YOU MAKE ME PULL OVER, COPPER! A man 
stole a steamroller in New Orleans, but was soon chased down by police 
as the vehicle has a top speed of only 8 mph.

SEEMS LIKE A PERFECTLY NORMAL KID: A New Jersey nine-
year-old has applied to NASA for the job of Guardian of the Galaxy Plan-
etary Protection Officer. He said that he is qualified for the job because he 
has seen a lot of space movies, and his sister thinks he is an alien.

GARAGE SALE
Sat., Oct. 21

9 a.m. - ???
913 Meadowlane, Angleton
TV, entertainment stands, misc. 

Lots of good stuff.

• Mice were exposed to heavy metal music during a study to see how it 
affects them… they killed each other instead of completing the maze.

• There is no state in the U.S. where a 40-hour, minimum wage work week 
is enough to afford a two-bedroom apartment.

• Enabling airplane mode on your cellphone will help it charge faster.
• Crying releases extra stress hormones, which is why you feel better after 

doing so.
• KFC’s Colonel Sanders was once a lawyer who assaulted a client -- He 

also killed a man in a shootout.
• Casper the friendly ghost was a teenager who died of pneumonia after 

sledding all day.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. What’s one of the more 
“striking” truths (literally) 
to come out of veterinary 
forensic medicine?

A. That the pursuit of animal 
cruelty cases is becoming more 
frequent because individuals 
who abuse animals often abuse 
people, say Jason Byrd and 
Natasha Whitling in “Scientific 
American” magazine. One night 
in 2015 in Brooklyn, New York, 
Asha Stringfield fought for her 
life against her former boyfriend, 
who had previously been ordered 
to stay away from her. He beat 
her in the head and face with his 
fists and tried to strangle her, then 
pulled her from the bed by the hair 
and pointed a firearm at her head. 
At this point, Asha’s pit bull Honey 
wedged herself between Asha and 
her assailant, who turned the gun 
on the dog and pulled the trigger. 
The shot woke tenants and the 
attacker fled.

According to the “Journal of 
Emotional Abuse,” (1998), “71% of 
women in domestic violence shel-
ters reported their batterer abused 
or killed their animals or threat-
ened to do so.” Later research 
in the “Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence” showed that “batterers 

who also abuse their pets are both 
more controlling and use more 
dangerous forms of violence than 
batterers who do not.” 

Says Randall Lockwood, 
forensic scientist at the American 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, “I know there 
are animals, women, children 
and elders that are alive today 
that likely would not have been” 
if prosecutors had not brought 
violent individuals to justice.  Vet-
erinary forensic science “gives the 
victims a voice.”

Q. You’re an aspiring 
dancer hoping to become 
more fluid and graceful 
but fearing you don’t quite 
have what it takes to make 
it to the next level.  How 
might technology step in to 
assist?

A. Call this one a real “dance 
enhancer.” The Groove, a glove 
created by a team of engineers 
and designers from Tokyo, “trans-
lates the movement of a dancer’s 
hands and fingers into signals that 
cause the wearable device to light 
up,” says “IEEE Spectrum” maga-
zine. Data from sensors in the 
fingers and palm determine the 
pattern of light from the 50 light-
emitting diodes (LEDs) on each 
glove, thus accentuating hand and 

digit movement and enhancing a 
dancer’s expression in a decid-
edly “cool” way.

Q. Have you been to the 
dentist recently to have a 
cavity filled?  How long ago 
might such a question have 
been relevant?

A. Perhaps as many as 13,000-
14,000 years ago. A team led by 
Italian biological anthropologists 
Gregorio Oxilia and Stefano Bena-
zzi reported that “a stone tool had 
apparently been used to remove 
decayed dental tissue from the 
tooth of a man who lived in Italy 
14,000 years ago,” perhaps the 
only known example of dental 
treatments by Stone Age hunter-
gatherers, says Bruce Bower 
in “Science News” magazine. 
Another two human teeth dating 
from between 13,000 and 12,740 
years ago “bear signs of someone 
having scoured and removed what 
must have been infected soft, 
inner tissue,” then the area was 
covered with bitumen, a sticky, 
tarlike substance Stone Age folks 
used to attach stone tools to 
handles, says Benazzi.

Microscopic study of decayed 
tissue in the dental remains of 
six specimens revealed scrape 
marks and flaking, produced 
when someone used a pointed 
stone implement to widen cavities 
before removing tissue. Dark 
bits of material on cavity walls 
included bitumen, which might 
have protected the treated tissue 
from further infection, suggests 
Benazzi.  And if all of this scrape-
and-coat treatment sounds pain-
ful, it probably was.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?
• According to a study, poor Costa 

Ricans live longer than poor Ameri-
cans due to universal health care, 
less obesity, and less smoking.

• Ninety one percent of patients in 
the U.S. keep getting opioid painkill-
ers after overdosing on them, most 
of them from the same physicians, a 
study shows.

• Seventy percent of French 
people had never taken leftovers 
home from a restaurant, due to 
the belief that doggy bags are an 
uncouth American custom.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christ is the best guide you can have in life
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: Recently, our teacher 
asked us to write an essay on 
what we wanted to do in life, 
and I didn’t know what to say. 
What would you have said you 
wanted to be when you were my 
age (I’m in eighth grade)? - C.H.

A: When I was your age, I 
probably would have been just as 
clueless as you say you were! I 
had a vague desire to be a base-
ball player, but that was more a 
daydream than a realistic goal.

All this changed when I com-
mitted my life to Jesus Christ in 
high school. A visiting evangelist 
had come to our town, and some 
friends and I went to hear him, 
although I wasn’t sure I wanted to 
go. Night after night, he preached 
about the seriousness of sin, and 
the love that God had shown 
us by sending His Son into the 
world to die for our sins. One 

night, I responded to his invitation 
to receive Christ, and from that 
moment on, my life would never be 
the same.

What difference did Christ 
make? Instead of living only for 
myself, I now realized the most 
important thing in life was living 
for Christ - seeking His will, living 
according to His Word, being 
guided by His Spirit. The Bible’s 
words became my goal: “Since, 
then, you have been raised with 
Christ.... Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things” 
(Colossians 3:1-2).

The most important decision 
you’ll ever make is your decision 
about Christ. God loves you, and 
He wants to guide you and show 
you His will. By a simple prayer of 
faith, ask Christ to come into your 
life to forgive your sins and make 
you His child forever. He changed 
my life, and He’ll change yours, as 
well. Give your life to Him today.

Tribune Media Services 

to 5:30 p.m. each day;
SWEENY (205 W. Ashley Wilson, 

Sweeny): Nov. 14-18; 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. each day;

WEST COLUMBIA (518 E 
Brazos, West Columbia): Nov. 14, 
15, & 16; 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
each day.

Qualified healthcare professionals 
and/or trained volunteers will admin-
ister the memory screenings and 
provide educational materials about 
memory concerns, brain health and 
caregiving. The face-to-face screen-

ings consist of a series of questions 
and tasks, and last approximately 
10 minutes. 

“This will be our sixth year to 
partner with the Brazoria County 
Library System to offer free memory 
screenings,” said Dale Libby, 
Chairman/CEO of the Gathering 
Place and Coordinator for the Bra-
zoria County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project. “For the past five years, we 
have had the largest community-
based memory screening project 
in the United States. We expect to 
make it six years in a row!”

Memory screenings are an 
important part of successful aging 
and are gaining in popularity. Last 
year alone, the Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion of America (AFA) screened 
more than 250,000 people through 
its National Memory Screening 
Program (NMSP). 

A recent study suggests that 
screenings may detect cognitive 
impairment up to 18 years prior to 
clinical diagnosis of Alzheimer’s 
disease or dementia.

AFA suggests memory screen-
ings for anyone concerned about 
memory loss or experiencing 
warning signs of dementia; whose 

family and friends have noticed 
changes in them; who believe they 
are at risk due to a family history of 
dementia; or who want to see how 
their memory is now and for future 
comparisons. 

Warning signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease include forgetting people’s 
names and events, asking repetitive 
questions, loss of verbal or written 
skills, confusion and personality 
changes.

Screeners emphasize that results 
are not a diagnosis, and encourage 
individuals who score below the 
normal threshold, as well as those 
who still have concerns, to see a 

neurologist for a thorough evalua-
tion.

Currently, there are more than 
5.4 million Americans living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and that 
number is expected to nearly triple 
by mid-century. Advanced age is 
the greatest known risk factor for 
the disease, which results in loss of 
memory and other intellectual func-
tions, and is the sixth leading cause 
of death in the United States.

For more information about the 
National Memory Screening Pro-
gram, call (toll free) 866-232-8484 
or visit www.nationalmemoryscree
ning.org.

National memory screening program to be offered free of charge at Brazoria County libraries
Continued from Page 1)

ally all parents, and even grand-
parents) to take a CPR class. I am 
fortunate that we have yearly CPR 
class in our office, which keeps us 
all up-to-date.  

  It is fairly easy to find local CPR 
classes, either through the YMCA, 
the American Heart Association, or 
often through the hospital where 
you deliver your baby. But, in these 
cases, you have to take the class 
on “their schedule.” What a great 

idea to host a party with your friends 
and hire a certified CPR instructor to 
come to you! 

  You know I do like to “isolate” my 
newborn patients from crowds (for 
6-8 weeks), but it is fun to gather 
with other parents of newborns to 
get some social interaction. If every-
one brought their baby, and a dish 
for dinner, it could be a mini dinner 
party followed by CPR training. 

  So let’s start planning CPR 
parties. I may even do one for my 

friends who are becoming grand-
parents.

(Dr. Sue Hubbard is an award-
winning pediatrician, medical 
editor and media host. “The Kid’s 
Doctor” TV feature can be seen 
on more than 90 stations across 
the U.S. Submit questions at http:
//www.kidsdr.com. The Kid’s Doctor 
e-book, “Tattoos to Texting: Parent-
ing Today’s Teen,” is now available 
from Amazon and other e-book 
vendors.)

Hold a CPR party to have some fun and learn saving lives
(Continued from Page 1)
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my intention of becoming a Secret 
Service agent myself one day.  
Everyone managed not to laugh 
and, needless to say, I didn’t follow 
through on the plan. I doubt my 
parents took that career goal very 
seriously, but they never advised 
against it. If any American boy could 
grow up to be the president, I guess 
they figured, then he had the equal 
right to become the protector of 
presidents.

The next time I pulled the book 
down was nearly forty years later, 
when my old friend and college 
roommate Jim Willett, the retired 
warden of the Walls prison unit in 
Huntsville, asked me to help him 
with his memoirs. I had no idea 

how to go about writing another 
man’s story in his voice.  And then I 
remembered that was exactly what 
the author of “Starling of the White 
House,” Thomas Sugrue, had done 
with the Colonel’s life.

I revisited the introduction by 
Sugure, in which he set forth his 
goal of getting into his subject’s 
head and relating the events in first 
person, as if Starling were telling 
him the story over a glass of iced 
tea on the front porch.  And, after 
reading the entire book again, that 
is exactly what I did with “Warden,” 
down to and including prefacing it 
with a chapter of my own in which 
I introduce Willett, myself, and the 
prison and then get myself com-
pletely off the stage before Jim’s 

story begins.
So “Starling,” its pages brittle and 

brown as autumn leaves, served 
me well a second time.  It’s a solid 
yarn – too old fashioned for many 
modern readers, I imagine, who are 
given to plots splashed out quickly, 
with plenty of sex and violence and 
foul language the Colonel wouldn’t 
have abided. “Starling of the White 
House” is about a good man with 
a hard job, who was humble, quiet, 
courteous, brave, and altogether 
devoted to his duty and to the 
nation that he loved dearly. Virtues 
that some cynics would say are 
difficult to locate in modern society.  

But I suspect they aren’t, if you look 
hard enough. In fact, I found them 
all alive and well in my buddy Jim 
Willett.

I suspect, too, that if any of those 
things ended up in me – which is 
arguable, at best – it is at least 
partly because I found that book 
and read it so long ago. Good 
writing, especially about good lives 
lived well, has a way of rubbing 
off on readers.  ’m glad of that. It 
serves other functions, too, like 
when a writer doesn’t know how to 
go about telling a particular story. 
Like I didn’t with “Warden,” until I 
remembered a book that proved to 

be a useful model.
I’m confident that I’ll read “Starling 

of the White House” again at least 
once or twice, maybe several times, 
before I’m done with reading for 
good.  And I recommend it to you.  
It was published in 1946 by Simon 
and Schuster, and you’ll have to 
search pretty hard for it.  It’s out of 
print.

But it shouldn’t be.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith.
wordpress.com. He is the author of 
“Writer’s Digest’s Write Great Fic-
tion: Description & Setting,” and nine 
other books of fiction and nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

An old friend that proved useful a second time as I transitioned from a young reader to author
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Book the next rocket to New York? What it’ll take to realize Elon Musk’s bizarre travel plan
By Samantha Masunaga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

SpaceX Chief Executive Elon 
Musk envisions a time in the near 
future when long-distance travelers 
on Earth can hop on a rocket to go 
across the globe in less than an 
hour.

But before Musk can set his plans 
in motion, there are a few down-to-

Earth logistics questions he’ll have 
to answer first.

Under the plan announced last 
week by Musk, passengers would 
board a large rocket and spacecraft 
system known for now as BFR. The 
rocket would hurtle passengers into 
space, before the first-stage booster 
returns to Earth and the spacecraft 
and second-stage continues on to 

touch down at its destination.
A video Musk showed during his 

keynote speech at the International 
Astronautical Congress in Adelaide, 
Australia, said the maximum speed 
of the vehicle would be about 
16,000 mph. That would make a trip 
from New York to Shanghai as short 
as 39 minutes.

Questions remain about some 

technical details of the transport 
system, as well as what kind of 
market it would serve. But several 
analysts said Musk’s vision at least 
forces people to think out of the 
box about supersonic or hypersonic 
passenger travel. (Supersonic flight 
is anything faster than the speed 
of sound, or Mach 1; hypersonic is 
generally regarded as Mach 5 or 
faster.)

Musk’s ideas, and the actions 
behind his ideas, broaden minds 
about the “future of movement,” 
said Megan Ryerson, an assistant 
professor of city and regional plan-
ning and electrical and systems 
engineering at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

“And I think that is 
exciting, even if there 
are a lot of kinks to 
work out,” she said.

Here are some of 
those considerations.

The sonic boom 
that ripples outward 
after the first-stage 
booster lands would 
probably force the 
takeoff and landing 
areas to be several 
hours outside of 
major metropolitan 
areas the system is intended to 
serve.

That could make travelers think 
twice about whether a rocket trip 
would be worth it. The video shown 
by Musk at last week’s space 
conference depicts a group of pas-
sengers boarding a speedy ship to 
reach a floating platform with the 
rocket far off the coast of New York 
City.

The computer-generated anima-
tion also shows the rocket landing 
on a similar floating platform far off 
the coast of Shanghai.

“You may end up saving some 
number of hours, but you would 
have to get to the launch site, and 
then you’d have to launch, and 
then you’d have to arrive at the 
destination,” said Richard Wirz, a 
professor at UCLA and director of 
the university’s Plasma and Space 
Propulsion Laboratory. “There would 
have to be hours on either end of 
you embarking and disembarking on 
your trip.”

Ryerson said passengers already 
have to decide that kind of trade-off 

when determining whether to travel 
a potentially further distance to a 
larger airport with nonstop flights, 
versus a closer, but smaller airport 
that offers trips with more layovers.

“While a trip to the rocket 
launcher might be longer for some 
people, presumably you would 
make all that up with the time sav-
ings in the air,” she said.

On the plus side, the flights them-
selves would be very fast: Musk 
said in his presentation that most 
long-distance trips would take less 
than 30 minutes and that passen-
gers could reach anywhere on Earth 
in less than an hour.

Several analysts pointed to the 
supersonic Concorde jetliner as an 

example of a speedy, 
but expensive, 
transportation option 
whose tiny market 
was not profitable 
enough.

The plane could 
cut travel times 
in half, but it was 
ultimately challenged 
by high maintenance 
costs, limited routes 
and ultra-high ticket 
costs. After 27 years 
of service and a 

catastrophic fatal crash in 2000, the 
Concorde touched down for the last 
time in 2003.

“It was very much a niche 
market,” said Ray Jaworowski, 
senior aerospace analyst at market 
research firm Forecast International. 
“I don’t think a whole lot has hap-
pened in the intervening years to 
change that.”

Although speed is an important 
factor, airlines rank range, operat-
ing costs and seating capacity as 
more important considerations 
when determining which aircraft to 
purchase, Jaworowski said.

Musk has said the cost of a seat 
on the BFR will be “about the same” 
as full fare economy class in an 
aircraft.

A new crop of supersonic jet 
developers is banking on technolog-
ical improvements in materials and 
computing to decrease construction 
costs. But analysts say the market 
for extremely fast air travel will be 
limited, at least initially, with the first 
aircraft to be supersonic likely to be 
business jets.

At 16,000 mph, 
a trip from 

New York to 
Shanghai would 
be as short as 39 

minutes
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DiCaprio is really home or just 
dreaming.

But I’ve had several anxiety 
dreams in which I could not find my 
classroom, even many years after 
graduating college. In high school, 
the schedule was set and orderly. 
My dreams about missing classes 
and missing classrooms didn’t start 

until college.
In other recurring dreams I was 

able to fly by just swimming, like in a 
pool. The harder I swam, the higher 
in the air I would soar. Anxiety 
dreams would not be complete with-
out being chased, so when I was 
swimming through the air, I also was 
usually being chased by someone 
for some reason.

I was swimming for my life, so to 
speak, but I never died. In “Incep-
tion,” if you died in the dream, you 
also died in real life. I’ve heard 
though, that in real dreams, you 
cannot die, which must be true 
because I never did.

If I got caught, I just woke up. 
But if I quickly fell back to sleep, the 
same dream continued where it left 
off. So, I made sure that I stayed 
up for a few minutes and started a 
new dream, perhaps a little more 
relaxing, like taking a final exam in 
my pajamas when everyone else is 
dressed in regular street clothes.

That doesn’t seem to bother me 
as much as not being able to find a 
classroom or not remembering my 

schedule. It’s been a few decades 
since I have turned in my last final 
exam or term paper, but these 
dreams hang around. 

They don’t happen very often, 
and since they are recurring, I know 
what to expect. But I still don’t know 
where the class is, or how I’ll pass 
that final exam.

Dreams are also a good way to 
talk to loved ones who have passed 
on and see them the way they used 
to be. I have had several dreams 
about my mother, who died in 1986.

She was young, active and full of 
energy in the dreams. We were talk-
ing, like we did for many decades. 

And then I woke up and reality set 
in, and life goes on.

One of my other dreams was in 
black and white and in the middle 
of a city to which I had never been, 
something right out of the early 
1900s. 

It was as real as it gets, down to 
the last detail of brickwork, top hats 
and mustaches. I don’t remember 
why I was there, except that I was 
being chased for some reason. 

I still don’t know where that city 
setting came from, but it was inter-
esting. And, I outran my chaser, so I 
hung around for awhile, taking in the 
sights before waking up.

(Continued from Page 1)

Dreams are made of this: I can’t find the class I have not attended all semester, but finals are here

Dream weaver
 The longest REM period is gen-

erally the last to occur in a night’s 
sleep. You can deduce from this, 
that the maximum length of a lucid 
dream has to be somewhere below 
two hours. In reality, most lucid 
dreams fall somewhere between the 
5-30 minutes mark.

In our dreams, we see real faces 
of real people that we have seen 
during our life, but may not know 
or remember. We have all seen 
hundreds of thousands of faces 
throughout our lives, so we have an 
endless supply of characters for our 
brain to utilize during our dreams.
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November 4, 18

9am - 3pm

declared my team as the one 
“others will want to play.” 

Is it possible that Tom Shales now 
writes for Yahoo? Regarding one of 
my late-round selections, the Los 
Angeles Rams rookie wide receiver 
Cooper Kupp, the report card said: 

“Let’s hope that (a) Peter’s Team 
has some solid inside information, 
or (b) he’s a close friend of the 
family.” Ouch. 

I’ll say this about Yahoo’s crack 
team of draft evaluators, they don’t 
allow the fact that you’re a paying 
customer - twenty dollars in my 
case - to temper their scorn. “For-

What’s wrong with being average?
(Continued from Page 1)

tunately, there’s always next year,” 
they wrote, before even a single 
NFL game had been played. 

Adding insult to insult: “Let this 
mediocre draft inspire you to always 
do better.” 

After brutalizing me, the Yahoo 
people closed by suggesting: 
“Nominate yourself for the Toyota 
Hall of Fame,” a fake honor in a 
fake sport, run by a Yahoo sponsor. 
I might win a “one-of-a-kind bronze 

bust to forever immortalize the 
triumphant.” 

It was an audacious sugges-
tion to be sure, since my report 
card predicted I’d be lucky to win a 
single game, and the Hall of Fame 
requires an undefeated season as 
just the first step toward immortality. 

Since I was already torn about 
doing fantasy football this year in 
light of the data about injuries to 
NFL players, I needed this from 
Yahoo like, say, a kick in the head. 

Well, let me respond to my 
evaluator this way: Marketwatch 
calls Yahoo a “$30 billion ‘company’ 

that does nothing.” Plus: Cooper 
Kupp scored a touchdown in his 
first game, prompting ESPN to state 
that he “wasted no time in proving 
his value.”

Also: I don’t think you’re even 
a real person. I think you’re some 
kind of poorly-programmed bot that 
gets its jollies by sliming well-mean-
ing fantasy football fans. I won’t 
finish in last place! At worst, I’ll be 
extremely average, and proud of it. 

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.   
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For Texas Hurricane Harvey survivors, 
SBA Disaster Loans a key to recovery
AUSTIN, Texas – For Texas survi-

vors of Hurricane Harvey, help from 
the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) is an important part of 
the recovery process.

Low-interest, long-term SBA loans 
are the primary source of federal 
disaster recovery funds for damage 
not fully covered by insurance or 
other compensation.

Survivors should consider apply-
ing to the SBA even if they think 
they aren’t interested in a loan. They 
may discover that insurance doesn’t 
cover some expenses or that there 
are more damage and expenses 
than originally estimated.

Survivors don’t need to own a 
business to apply for an SBA loan. 
To apply, they must have physical 
damage to their primary home in 
a county designated in the federal 
disaster declaration. Second homes 
and vacation properties are not 
eligible.

Disaster loans up to $200,000 are 
available to homeowners to repair 
or replace damaged or destroyed 
real estate. Homeowners and rent-
ers are eligible for up to $40,000 
to repair or replace damaged or 
destroyed personal property.

Businesses of all sizes and 
private non-profit organizations may 
borrow up to $2 million to repair 
or replace damaged or destroyed 
real estate, machinery and equip-
ment, inventory and other business 

assets. Qualified rental properties 
may also be eligible for disaster 
assistance loans.

Interest rates can be as low as 
3.305 percent for businesses and 
1.75 percent for homeowners and 
renters, with terms up to 30 years. 
Loan amounts and terms are set 
by SBA and are based on each 
applicant’s financial condition.

For small businesses, small 
agricultural cooperatives, small busi-
nesses engaged in aquaculture and 
most private nonprofit organizations 
of any size, SBA offers Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans to help meet 
working capital needs caused by the 
disaster. Economic injury assistance 
is available regardless of whether 
the business suffered any property 
damage.

SBA can also lend additional 
funds to homeowners and busi-
nesses to help with the cost of 
improvements to protect, prevent or 
minimize the same type of disaster 
damage from occurring in the future.

If SBA determines a homeowner 
or renter cannot afford an SBA loan, 
the agency will refer that person to 
FEMA’s Other Needs Assistance 
(ONA) program. Available only to 
individuals and families, ONA helps 
meet essential needs like medical 
and dental expenses, clothing and 
other household items, fuel for heat-
ing, and disaster-specific clean-up 
items.
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Seattle’s real Spider Man sets us straight
By Erik Lacitis
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — With more than 
170,000 glass vials containing 
spiders pickled in alcohol, yes, it is 
cramped in this room in the base-
ment of the Burke Museum at the 
University of Washington.

This is no place for those fearful 

of spiders — a condition that affects 
a third of Americans, with arach-
nophobia afflicting four times more 
women than men.

Sure, most of the vials are only 
a couple of inches each in length, 
but they crowd drawer after drawer, 
cabinet after cabinet.

Rod Crawford, who’s been the 

spider man (“curatorial associate”) 
at the museum for the past 46 
years, doesn’t like overhead fluores-
cent lighting.

The dimly lit 12- by 24-foot room 
looks like it’s out of a “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark” set. Light is provided by 
some table lamps on theWorld War 
II-era wooden desks that go along 

with the old wood and surplus-look 
metal cabinets.

This is the time of year that Craw-
ford starts getting the phone calls 
and emails.

“What can I do to get rid of 
them?” is typical.

“Them” usually being two spiders 
that reach maturity in the early fall: 
The Giant House Spider that can 
have a leg span of 4 inches. And the 
Cross Orbweaver 
that’s considerably 
smaller, about an 
inch in size, but is 
“as commonplace 
in Northwest fall as 
clouds.”

Right now, what 
you’re seeing is adult 
males “wandering 
around at random” 
looking for mates, 
says Crawford. 
Remind you of 
anybody?

Once again, Crawford can only 
answer spider-illiterates as he has 
for over four decades. Don’t go off 
killing these harmless creatures; 
they prefer eating bugs to you.

“Without them,” he tells these 
people, “your house would be 
so overrun with insects that you 
couldn’t even live there.”

Give spiders some credit. They 
are one of the most natural enemies 
of insects worldwide, killing 400 
million to 800 million tons of prey 
a year, which means a few billion 
bugs, since individually spiders 
hardly even register on the average 
scale.

Yet they sure do frighten us.
Research shows we attribute a 

number of frightening features to 
them.

In order of fright, they are: Leggi-
ness, sudden movements, speedi-
ness, hairiness, crawliness, size, 
skin contact, quietness, color, web 
spinning, dirtiness, jaws, found in 
dark places and “harmfulness.”

Myths, myths, myths. That’s what 
spiders have to cope with.

Almost all spiders are best 
considered beneficial because they 
prey on insect pests. Even the two 
potentially most harmful spiders 
— the black widow and the hobo 
spider — rarely injure people in 
Idaho.”

“What do tabloids care about 
inaccuracies about spiders,” says 
Crawford. “Spiders can’t sue them.”

He also knows what gets the 

attention of people, and it’s sitting 
in an alcohol-filled jar at one end of 
the room.

It contains a tarantula known as 
the Goliath Birdeater (Theraphosa 
blondi). It is the largest spider 
species in the world. The hairy leg 
span of this one is about 6 inches; a 
juvenile, really.

A full-grown one is twice as big — 
about the size of a newborn puppy, 

explains an Audubon 
paper, adding that 
it is “an inventive 
killer.” This spider 
pierces a rodent’s 
skull with its fangs, 
injects tissue-dissolv-
ing venom and then 
slurps out the brain 
(the venom is not 
deadly to humans, 
but it’s “something to 
be avoided”).

A handwritten 
paper label in the 

jar says the spider was found in a 
banana shipment from Cuba that 
had arrived at the South Park Fruit 
Company in Seattle on July 16, 
1934.

Crawford says the Goliath 
wouldn’t have survived in our 
climate. He guesses it was such a 
curiosity that it was brought to the 
museum.

The Goliath also has suffered 
from sensationalistic myths. Sure, 
it sucks brains out of rats, but it 
doesn’t go after birds like its full 
name intimates.

What happened is that an early 
18th-century illustrator took the 
liberty of showing it on top of a hap-
less hummingbird, and the name 
stuck.

Crawford, 66, became the muse-
um’s spider guy, as he explains it, 
“By a series of coincidences.”

His 1976 degree from the UW 
is in chemistry. However, he had 
become intrigued by spiders when 
going to Mount Rainier High School 
in Des Moines.

The science teacher skipped the 
chapter that covered arachnids. 
Crawford read it anyway and got 
hooked. For Christmas, he asked 
his parents for a book on spiders.

“I got “Spiders and Their Kin,” 
which happens to be the best 
beginner’s book on spiders in the 
U.S. I read it cover-to-cover in two 
days. I started looking at spiders 
through new eyes,” he remembers. 
At $6.95, the book is a bargain.

Spiders want 
to eat insects 
and are not 

interested in 
humans, so 

don’t kill them



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   October 17, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 11

Baby boomers have had most influence on auto industry
By Casey Williams
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

For baby boomers, the automo-
bile has always been a symbol of 
style and freedom. The generation 
of 76.4 million born between 1946 
and 1964 who once romped in the 
back seats of their parents’ station 
wagons has determined what we 
drive for over a half-century. With 
advanced technology and designs 
catering to this demographic, boom-
ers will influence our rides long past 
when they hang up their key chains.

In their 
youth, baby 
boomers were 
enticed with a 
Jetsonsonian 
future in which 
turbine-powered 
cars like GM’s 
1956 Firebird II 
concept drove 
themselves. 
Reality has been 
slow to catch up.

“This gen-
eration was born 
into economic 
prosperity,” said Sheryl Connelly, a 
futurist for Ford Motor Co. “They wit-
nessed the first man on the moon. 
They believe anything is possible.”

Former Ford and Chrysler execu-
tive Lee Iacocca anticipated baby 
boomers wanted to drive something 
fun with the 1964 Mustang, which 
created an entirely new segment 
and established a benchmark for 
accessible American sports cars. 
In its first three years, the Mustang 
sold 1,288,557 copies compared 
with just 74,224 Corvettes during 
the same period.

“Our market researchers con-
firmed that the youthful image of 
the new decade had a firm basis in 
demographic reality,” Iacocca wrote 
in his autobiography. “Millions of 
teenagers born in the baby boom 
that followed World War II … would 
account for at least half the huge 
increase in car sales that was pre-
dicted for the entire industry during 
the next 10 years.”

Those who didn’t buy Mustangs 
bought muscle cars like the Pontiac 
GTO. Or, went hippie counterculture 
via Volkswagen Beetles and Micro-
buses. They weren’t going to be 
caught dead in station wagons, but 
by the early 1970s, boomers started 
hatching offspring.

After Iacocca was fired from Ford 
in 1978 and became CEO of Chrys-
ler, he championed the minivan. 
He also realized Chrysler lacked a 
product to compete with the popular 
Ford Bronco II and Chevy Blazer, 
so in 1987, he acquired Jeep and 
helped fuel the 1990s boomer-
driven SUV boom.

“Cars became such an important 
marker for them,” Connelly said. 
“It was romanticized with inde-
pendence, an opening gateway to 
freedom and an extension of effort, 

work ethic, and aspirations. In the 
‘80s, their families’ formative years, 
the minivan had appeal. Then, came 
SUVs that fell under the umbrella of 
‘no boundaries, no limitations.’”

In middle age, boomers 
embraced crossovers, which first 
outsold cars in 2016. That trend is 
not waning. Larger crossovers are 
ideal for those with kids still at home 
while smaller ones allow boomers to 
downsize with space for grandchil-
dren and leisure pursuits.

“They’re in their 70s now and are 
aging quite differently,” continued 
Connelly. “They are very active, 
though retiring, and shifting to 
second careers and traveling. They 
are also simplifying, but want what 
they want in a different way. They 
are very involved in grandchildren’s 
lives.”

Boomers are shifting to com-
pact crossovers as their vehicle of 
choice. Comfort and convenience 
features like heated leather seats, 
high-end audio systems, five-door 
utility, and frugal fuel economy 
come bundled in one appealing 
package.

“They’re a bit smaller than the 
ones they owned with families,” 
said Jessica Caldwell, execu-
tive director of industry analysis, 

Edmunds. “Ingress and egress 
are easier as age advances — hip 
height is right. It makes sense it 
would be a popular vehicle for them 
as they age.”

Advanced technology also is 
helping boomers continue to drive 
long beyond their predecessors, 
and continue to shape what’s being 
offered in new cars.

According to AAA, 80 percent 
of people in their 70s suffer from 
arthritis and inflammation that 
makes moving difficult. Weaker 

muscles and 
reduced flexibility 
inhibit ability to 
grip the steering 
wheel and press 
pedals. As a 
result, those over 
75 face increased 
fatality rates per 
mile traveled.

Today’s 
vehicles offer 
around-view 
cameras, rear 
cross path detec-
tion, and parking 

sensors to ease maneuvers. On the 
road, blind spot warnings, collision 
alert systems, and crash mitigation 
braking help avoid mishaps.

“Safety features aid awareness,” 
Caldwell said. “Driving assistance 
features will be helpful — especially 
as mobility becomes challenging. 
When it is difficult to turn your head, 
a backup camera and parking sen-
sors will be helpful.”

While the features are luxurious, 
AAA recommends heated steer-
ing wheels and seats, and lumbar 
support to soothe arthritis and back 
pain. Auto power tailgates require 
no strength, while leather-wrapped 
steering wheels are easier for aging 
hands to grip. Leather seats make it 
easier to slide in and out.

Baby boomers once again are 
steering the automotive industry 
into giving them what they want and 
will have a far greater impact on the 
cars we drive than did their parents. 
This is not a generation that will 
quietly hand over the keys to their 
children. And they may not have to.

“Ultimately, the baby boomer car 
would drive itself,” Caldwell said. 
“It’s about mobility and to give this 
generation increased freedom. It’s 
really fantastic, something genera-
tions before never thought possible. 

GM’s 1956 Firebird II concept was a gas-turbine-powered car that drove 
itself. (GM)
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Send your announcement to john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you 
spread the word on the many things going on in your community.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER What were they thinking?

A GREAT DEAL IF YOU FAILED FIRST-GRADE MATH: Wonder how 
many I’d get free if I buy six of them? Someone didn’t do a good job 
adding up the numbers. Wonder how long that deal lasted?

Eat your heart out, Tony 
Hawk!

The latest wheel deal on the 
ramp circuit is Aaron “Wheelz” 
Fotheringham, 22, of Las Vegas, 
who became the first to execute 
a double back flip — in a wheel-
chair.

As Wheelz, a 14-year veteran 
of skate parks who was born 
with spina bifida, told BBC News: 
“Fear is definitely a huge part of 
it. It’s more than just regular fear, 
it’s ‘I’m going to die.’”

Un-Patriotic
A Patriots spokesperson apol-

ogized after concessions stands 
at Gillette Stadium — which 
ran out of bottled water on an 
86-degree game day — charged 
fans $4.50 or more for a cup of 
tap water.

To the Pats’ credit, though, at 
least they didn’t try charging fans 
for oxygen.

High on the hog
And in minor league baseball 

news, Georgia’s team that begins 
play next summer in Macon will 
be known as the … Bacon.

Clever, but still a far cry from 
the town’s best nickname of 
all time: hockey’s now-defunct 
Macon Whoopee.

Looking out for No. 1
Giants receiver Odell Beck-

ham celebrated a TD catch last  
by going down on all fours like a 
dog, lifting his leg and pretending 
to urinate on the field.

Which certainly puts a whole 
new spin on “It looks like they’re 
going for one here.”

Money player
Rookie QB Deshaun Watson 

gave his first game check to 
three Texans cafeteria workers 
who lost everything to Hurricane 
Harvey.

QB pundits immediately 
declared it the check-down of the 
season.

One for the road
A truck carrying 20 tons of 

vodka overturned near Clayton, 
N.C.

Thus breaking Harry Caray’s 
world record for biggest spilled 
drink.

Spectacular newspaper corrections

They built ‘Trashformers’ because...
This father and son don’t have 

to argue too much about who is 
going to take out the trash. They  
used discarded items to build two 
giant Transformers, or shall we say 
Trashformers.

 Yu Zhilin and Yu Lingyun have 
made good use of the things they 
find, considered trash by some. 

The farmers-turned-artists have 
made a real name for themselves 
by creating sculptures from rubbish 
- like giant replicas of various Trans-
formers characters crafted from 
scrap metal.
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Did you know?

out of the limelight and avoid criticism in the week 
ahead.You will be best working hard behind the scenes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You deserve a pat on the 
back for reaching your goals and should reward yourself 
for a job well done. However, your inner Scrooge might 
prefer to economize in the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Pruning branches 
shapes future growth. Put important financial decisions 
on the back burner and remain thrifty in the week ahead. 
It isn’t harvest time; prepare for more stability.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Frustrations fuel 
feuds. You may be overwhelmed by work or obligations 
and lose your cool. Be as nice as you can and avoid 
taking on extra responsibilities early in the week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You will only see 
how far you have gone when you reach the top of the 
mountain. You may not realize how much you have 
accomplished through sheer tenacity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): True friends may 
show their colors this week. Some you deal with may be 
pushy, petulant and provoked when under pressure. Be 
patient with loved ones until stresses subside.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Some jobs and respon-
sibilities may be tedious, but once they are done, they 
are finished. Don’t begin anything new until you have 
wrapped up all the loose ends.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 16: ON THIS DATE 
in 1793, French queen Marie 
Antoinette was executed on the 
guillotine for treason. In 1962, 
President Kennedy learned of the 
presence of Soviet-built nuclear 
missile bases in Cuba, touching off 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. In 1964, 
China detonated its first atomic 
bomb.

Oct. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1931, mobster Al Capone was 
convicted of income-tax evasion 
and sentenced to 11 years in 
prison; he was released in 1939. In 
1933, Albert Einstein arrived in the 
United States as a Jewish refugee 
of Nazi Germany.

Oct. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1867, the United States took 
possession of Alaska in a deal 

negotiated with Russia. In 1892, 
the first long-distance telephone 
line between Chicago and New 
York was opened.

Oct. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1781, British troops under Lord 
Cornwallis surrendered at York-
town, Va., as the Revolutionary 
War neared its end. In 1960, 
the United States imposed an 
embargo on exports to Cuba; 
medical supplies and some foods 
were exempted.

Oct. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1944, during World War II, Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur stepped 
ashore at Leyte in the Philippines, 
2-1/2 years after he had said, 
“I shall return.” In 2011, ousted 
Libyan dictator Moammar Qaddafi 
was captured, videotaped and then 

executed by rebel forces who had 
overthrown his despotic rule.

Oct. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1805, a British fleet commanded 
by Adm. Horatio Nelson defeated a 
French-Spanish fleet in the Battle 
of Trafalgar; Nelson, however, was 
killed. In 1879, Thomas Edison 
invented a workable electric light at 
his laboratory in Menlo Park, N.J.

Oct. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1938, the first Xerox photocopy 
was made. In 1978, negotiators 
for Egypt and Israel announced in 
Washington that they had reached 
tentative agreement on the main 
points of a peace treaty that 
became known as the Camp David 
Accords.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1989, 
Wayne Gretzky passed Gordie 
Howe to become the National 
Hockey League’s all-time top 
scorer.

This week’s question: 
Which Eastern European country 
did the Soviet Union invade in 
1956 to put down an anti-commu-
nist uprising?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your warmth is an 
asset but don’t overstep the bounds of propriety. 
Although you are sharp as a tack and have a strong 
work ethic, be aware that pushiness could backfire in 
the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): One bump in the road 
shouldn’t spoil the whole trip. In the week ahead, 
cross currents and minor jealousies could spoil the 
harmony between you and others unless you are 
careful.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You are nimble and 
quick and can handle mental work with ease. Nev-
ertheless, resist being pushed into making snap 
decisions. This week your best bet is to steer clear of 
disputes.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Passions could run 
hot and heavy as this week unfolds. It will take a wise 
person to avoid being caught up in the turmoil. Be 
skeptical of attractive financial investment opportuni-
ties.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Too much money is good 
because you can always give it away, but too much 
ambition can cause you to offend other people. In the 
week ahead, avoid throwing your weight around.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Drive and determina-
tion is an admirable thing, but you may wish to stay Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FORCE  DRANK  WALNUT  CHROME
Answer: He made scrambled eggs at the -- CRACK OF DAWN

• An Australian soccer fan tricked his wife into naming their daughter after 
his favorite team, Arsenal, by suggesting the name “Lanesra.”

• Evidence shows that practicing a martial art can improve concentration, 
regulation of emotion, and self-control.

• The Germans have a specific word for analyzing and learning to live with 
the past, in particular the Holocaust—Vergangenheitsbewältigung.

• Meditating for 10 minutes before an exam increases your grade.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• The works of modern prizewinning authors contain about 7.5 fewer senti-
mental words per page than 19th-century titles, an analysis found.

• Four newly discovered elements will soon be added to the periodic table, 
updating the table for the first time since 2011.

• A New York woman escaped drunk driving charges by convincing a judge 
that she had auto-brewery syndrome — her body brewed its own beer.

• The foods that are confiscated by customs agents at any U.S. airport are 
chopped up, put into a grinder, and pulverized out of existence.

• Customs agents at JFK International Airport confiscate anywhere from 
400 to 600 pounds of fresh food every day from people entering the U.S.

• A new French power plant is fuled by cheese byproducts.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “Star Wars” High Council member
11 Co. leaders
15 Writing desk
16 Realize
17 Where the Walking Piano scene 
in “Big” was filmed
18 Toy since ancient times
19 Laughs
20 Text giggle
21 ZzzQuil competitor

23 Military actions
25 Spanish uncle?
26 Action toys since 1964
29 Discombobulated
31 Single dose?
33 It’s often made at parties
35 Part of a suit
37 Unlikely to bite
38 Join for a session
40 Base path?
41 Proper 53-Down

43 Many a single
45 Ds, in the key of C
46 Sum is a form of it
48 Like many salons
49 Chance to hit
51 Country
53 Chemical bases
55 Word with wire or water
56 Gambling initials
59 Once-venerated bird
60 Homeric island dweller
63 Agreement with a refusal
64 Wait follower
65 Kid
66 No longer fashionable

DOWN
1 Buckley who covered Leonard 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah”
2 Son of Rebecca
3 Anti-rodent brand
4 Return letters
5 Most popular boy’s name in 44 of 
the last 100 years
6 Foxhole absentees, so it’s said
7 Scattered
8 __ Maria
9 Goes thataway instead of this-
away
10 Do a city planner’s job
11 Absent-minded A.A. Milne title 
character
12 “The Accidental Tourist” Oscar 
winner
13 Goes down as planned
14 Informal glasses
22 Extinct birds
23 Seven-time All-Star third base-
man Scott __
24 More thirst-inducing
26 The sun, for one
27 Classic film words of self-revela-
tion
28 TV hero who famously kissed 
52-Down
30 Bones’ partner
32 Bygone messager
34 Feels off
36 “__ at End House”: Christie 
mystery
39 Complex parts
42 Color on San Jose Shark uni-
forms
44 Evidence provider
47 Circus equipment
50 Musical count
52 See 28-Down
53 Improper 41-Across
54 NYC gallery district
56 Plains tribe
57 Trillion: Pref.
58 Fictional rabbit’s title
61 Address bk. info
62 Pulitzer poet Lowell
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
FOG  SUN  RAIN  SNOW  WIND  CLOUD  STORM  TORNADO
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