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Transitions

Brazoria County parks on the rebound after Harvey Summer was

tough going

By Ron Rozelle

Contributing Editor

Since this occasional diatribe is
supposed to have something to do
with writing, reading and wordsmithing I bet the title made you think I’m
about to deal with the importance of
providing good transitions in writing.
You know, those
little cleverly written bridges that
link what you’ve
been writing
about to what
you’re about
to. So let me
THE WORDSMITH go ahead and
do it concisely.
Transitions are very important, and
oftentimes essential, to providing a
smooth journey for your reader. So
use them.
But transitions loom much larger
than in just what we write. Those
metaphorical bridges pop up often in
life, which is made up of countless
transitions – some welcome, some
not; some huge, some small – that
serve as rites of passage along
the way. Some of mine have been
momentous; others weren’t even
noticeable, like water slipping quietly
under a bridge.
Here’s a personal example.
Some folks claim that their first
day of school was a big deal. But if
mine was a transition, I was either
not yet old enough or not yet smart
enough to realize it. My father was
the superintendent of my hometown
school, which housed grades one
through twelve in one long building,
and I’d been going up there with him
since I was big enough to sit upright

(Continued on Page 9)

Enter our
Dickens on the
Strand free
ticket contest

SEE PAGE 8

But the other seasons
provide a nice break

By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

San Luis Pass County Park experienced a small amount of debris after Hurricane Harvey, but has since
been cleaned and is looking better than ever. Many parks in the county have reopened. For a compete
update, please turn to pages 10 and 11.

60th class reunion has its advantages, ample memories

By Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh
Special to The Bulletin

We just celebrated our 60th class
reunion.
I love our
reunions now. At
this age it doesn’t
matter what kind
of car you drive,
which subdivision
RECOLLECTIONS or neighborhood
you chose, how
much you weigh, how you wear
your hair.

It’s just you and our memories
and what we have outlived. After
all, these are the people who know
you better than anyone and for the
longest time, and they still love you.
My Mama was from Butler, Oklahoma and graduated from Butler
High School in the Class of 1932.
She developed Alzheimers Disease
in her elder years. She did not
deserve that condition, but certain
memories never succumbed.
There was a photograph of her
8th Grade graduating class, and

Nov. 4

until the very end she could name
all her classmates and remembered
the colors of the girls’ dresses.
Here in Wild Peach Village in
Brazoria, Texas, we are a RoughNeck family.
My Daddy graduated in the West
Columbia High School Class of
1934. At that time, classmates came
from Wild Peach, Brazoria, West
Columbia, Damon and Sweeny.
There were 38 boys and girls.
They were very close, and at their

(Continued on Page 7)

It has been a tough summer along
our part of the Texas Gulf Coast,
and we deserve a break.
That’s why we have fall, winter
and spring.
Yes, after Hurricane Harvey’s 50
inches of rain and weeks of river
flooding, plus the heat and humidity,
we deserve fall. It may be a little late
arriving this year,
but later is better
than never.
Although the
first part of fall
hasn’t been
much cooler
than summer,
RAMBLINGS we know that the
storm season has
wound down and our days of following wiggling noodles generated by
weather computers are gone for a
while.
I don’t mind the summer heat and
humidity all that much. There are
ways to deal with it, like air conditioning. I like the heat more than I
like the cold, which was one reason
I moved many years ago to the Gulf
Coast.
Another reason was that I needed
a job right out of college.
I don’t mind a little cold, but not
months of it. So, I was determined
to make a new start in a place that
didn’t get very cold.
When I got here in July 1979, I
was welcomed by a tropical storm
and a hurricane threat, one after the
other. They didn’t make me leave,
and the best was yet to come.
Then came fall, and winter, and I
(Continued on Page 7)
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AgriLife Extension ‘Lunch & Learn’ talks at county libraries
The importance of proper nutrition
and how to age-proof your brain
with the food you eat will be the
topic of talks by the Brazoria County
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office
at several libraries during November.
The public is invited to bring their

own lunch and learn during the 45minute presentations, which will be
held on Wednesdays at 12 noon at
the following libraries:
• Nov. 1: Manvel Library, 20514
B Hwy. 6
• Nov. 8: Brazoria Library, 620 S.
Brooks St.

WHAT ARE YOU GONNA’ DO, CALL THE COPS!? Three men
decided to rob the guy who came to sell them drugs in a parking lot in
Salisbury, N.C., pulling a stolen gun on him when he got into their car and
attempting to drive off with him. They were soon to discover, however,
that their drug dealer was actually an undercover police detective, and his
fellow officers immediately swooped in and arrested them.
OH RIGHT, IT’S ALL COMING BACK TO ME: A man called the
police in Rotorua, New Zealand, to report that his car had been stolen, but
they discovered that he had sold the vehicle the night before and was so
drunk that he didn’t remember it. The man who purchased the car came
forward and said the guy sold it to him so he could buy more alcohol.
YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK: A Flint, Mich. city councilman
pawned his city-owned laptop for a $100 loan – which he had no authority
to do – nine times over the past two years. After he failed to reclaim it on
the last day of his “loan,” the pawn shop technically owned it, and police
involvement resulted.
YEAH, BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN HE ISN’T A ROBOT: A
man had his pit bull attack his roommate in their New York City apartment because he thought the roomie was a robot who was out to kill him.
Police searched the residence and found a whole bunch of Oxycodone
pills, six bags of crystal meth, and nearly 700 ecstasy tablets.
THAT CASH BELONG TO YOU, SIR? Two men robbed an
internet cafe in Yulee, Fla., taking the cash drawer from the register, but
dropped it, spilling the money all over the floor. They scooped up as much
as they could, and drove off at a high rate of speed, catching the eye
of cops who pulled them over. The officers noticed loose money on the
floorboard, causing suspicion on their part.
YOU’D BETTER LET ME SPEAK TO YOUR MANAGER: A man
went on a hallucinogenic drug binge and then snuck into a hotel room in
Beaufort County, S.C., when the previous guest checked out. Since he
had access to a room phone, he was able to order room service, which
he did for three days, running up a bill for $2,180. He handed arresting
officers a brown paper bag filled with hallucinogenic mushrooms which he
said he had recently consumed along with ecstasy and bath salts. He was
charged with defrauding an innkeeper.
OTHER THAN THAT, IT WAS A LOVELY VACATION: An
elderly couple consumed a great deal of alcohol at a resort hotel in
Highland Perthshire, Scotland and then went on a rampage in which the
69-year-old wife threatened to kill staff members and guests, and her 72year-old husband ran undressed through the lobby and smashed a pane
of glass.
YOU WRITE WHAT YOU KNOW: A Chinese writer penned a supposedly fictional book about an author who gets away with committing
a string of grisly murders years earlier. This led police to arrest him for
bludgeoning four people to death during a botched robbery more than two
decades ago. He admitted everything.

• Nov. 15: Angleton Library, 401
E. Cedar St. and Sweeny Library,
205 W. Ashley Wilson Rd.
• Nov. 29: Alvin Library, 105 S.
Gordon St. and Pearland Westside
Library, 2803 Business Center
Drive, Suite 101.
• The month of June was named
after either Juniores, the lower
branch of the roman Senate, or
Juno, the wife of Jupiter.
GARAGE SALE
The Eastern Star Chapter of
West Columbia is planning a
Garage Sale to coincide with the
City Garage Sale on Nov. 4 at
the St. John’s Lodge, 313 West
Jackson Street. The sale is from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Funds raised
will assist the Masonic Lodge
in paving the parking lot and for
their Scholarship Program. For
more information or if you would
like to donate items to the sale,
please call the Worthy Matron
Donna Long at (979) 2724.
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Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Q. Some of us terrestrial
beings have a real fascination
with all things extraterrestrial,
including why a day on Venus
is longer than its year, how the
almost-million-pound International Space Station (ISS) ever
got into orbit, and why the Big
Dipper will eventually become
the “Big Spatula”?
A. #1: Venus rotates so slowly
that it takes 243 Earth days to
complete one diurnal spin, says
astronomer and columnist Dean
Regas in his book “Facts from
Space!” And because it is closer
to the Sun than Earth is, the time
it takes to orbit the Sun once is
only 225 days. In fact, Venus is
the only planet in the solar system
whose year is shorter than its day.
#2: As to the ISS - a joint
effort between the United States,
Russia, and others - it was
transported into space, piece by
piece, starting in 1998. Currently
weighing more than 900,000
pounds, it is 239 feet wide, 356
feet long and 66 feet tall — room
enough for its six crew members
and the replacement crew, and
even guests.
#3: The stars in the Milky Way
are moving rapidly through space,

but because they’re so far away
from Earth, they barely seem to
change. But that won’t be the
case millenia from now: “The stars
in the Big Dipper, for instance, will
shift among themselves and look
like a ‘Big Spatula’ by the year
A.D. 75000.”
Q. For adult women, menopause can have its ups and
downs. For rats, it may be all
downhill. How so?
A. A new type of bait called
ContraPest “makes rats infertile
by triggering early menopause
in females and impairing sperm
production in males,” says Alice
Klein in “New Scientist” magazine.
It has no known side effects, and
the rats eventually die of natural
causes.
According to biotechnologist
Brandy Pyzyna, one breeding pair
of rats can produce 15,000 pups
per year, but field trials with the
bait in both urban and farm settings saw a one-third to one-half
decline in rat population. So even
a one-third reduction in a few
months means “you’re already
talking 5000 fewer rats, and the
population will continue to go
down.” Also, she argues, fertility control is more effective than
outright killing since with the latter,
other rats will simply move in to
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the territory.
More research needs to be
done to ensure that native
rodents — some of which may be
endangered - don’t eat the bait.
Pyzyna and her colleagues are
also working on a reformulation to
target other pest species, including mice, feral pigs and even feral
deer, dogs and cats.
Q. With round lenses set in
super-thick frames, these eyeglasses are definitely not coollooking but they’re indisputably
state of the art. How so?
A. Their “smart” lenses are
made of liquid glycerin encased in
clear rubber and will automatically
focus on whatever the wearer is
looking at, says Stephen Ornes
in “Science News” magazine.
According to one of the designers, University of Utah graduate student Nasmul Hasan, an
app downloads one’s eyeglass
prescription to the frames, which
then send out light pulses that
bounce off whatever is in front
of the wearer — say, perhaps, a
smartphone screen - to calculate
the distance. Finally, tiny motors
bend the lenses as the prescription dictates. “Voila! The text will
come into focus.”
University of Central Florida
engineer Tracy Xu sees potential
for these “tunable, liquid lenses to
be turned into ‘instant prescription
eyewear’… particularly useful in
emergencies and in poor countries, where a whole family might
use one pair as a backup for
broken glasses.”
And, Hasan further explains,
the team’s prototype can switch its
focus from one object to another
in just 14 one-thousandths of a
second, helpful for those who
suffer multiple eye problems
where a single pair of glasses isn’t
sufficient. But given that these
new glasses are three times as
heavy as ordinary eyeglasses and
rather ugly, next is to make them
lighter and more fashionable.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Did you know?

• In Thai, the phrase “Mai mai mai
mai mai” means “New wood doesn’t
burn, does it?” — each “mai” is given
a different tone when read aloud.
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Harvey survivors get more time to apply for disaster assistance
Texans in 41 designated counties
who suffered damage and losses
from Hurricane Harvey now have
until Friday, Nov. 24, to register for
disaster assistance.
Survivors may register for assistance the following ways:
• Online at www.DisasterAssista
nce.gov.
• Via the FEMA mobile app, available at fema.gov/mobile-app
• Phone (800) 621-3362 (711 or
Video Relay Service) 6 a.m. to 10
p.m. daily, TTY (800) 462-7585.

• At a Disaster Recovery Center
(DRC). Find the nearest DRC at
fema.gov/drc.
FEMA grants do not have to be
repaid. FEMA assistance is nontaxable and will not affect eligibility for
Social Security, Medicaid or other
federal benefits.
This gives survivors more time
to apply for low-interest disaster
loans from the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA). The SBA is
the federal government’s primary
source of money for the long-term

My Answer by Billy Graham

The world will not improve until we turn our hearts to Christ

Q: I know Jesus promised
to come again someday and
straighten out everything that’s
wrong with the world, but why
does He delay? The world sure
doesn’t seem to be getting any
better, does it? - Mrs. N.W.W.
A: No, the world doesn’t seem
to be getting any better, nor
should we be surprised at this.
As long as we leave God out of
our lives, evil and corruption will
grow unchecked. Jesus said that
as the end of the present age
approaches we still “will hear of
wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:6).
What’s the problem? The problem isn’t a lack of laws; we have
more laws today than ever before.
Nor is it a desire for upheavals and conflicts; every survey
tells us people want peace and
stability. Dozens of organizations
have dedicated themselves to the
search for peace to no avail. Help-

ful or necessary as these may be,
they ultimately fail because they
don’t get to the root of the problem.
The real problem, the Bible
says, is within us - within our own
hearts and minds. Instead of being
concerned for others and putting
them first, our tendency is to put
ourselves first.
And if everyone is like this, it
leads inevitably to conflict. Jesus
put it this way: “It is from within,
out of a person’s heart, that evil
thoughts come - sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy,
slander, arrogance and folly” (Mark
7:21-22).
But this isn’t the whole story!
Someday, Christ will come again,
and all evil and injustice will be
destroyed. Why does He delay?
One reason is to give us every
possible opportunity to repent and
turn to Him. Is your hope in Jesus
Christ? Don’t delay, but open your
heart and life to His transforming
power - beginning today.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

rebuilding of disaster-damaged
private property. SBA helps businesses of all sizes, private nonprofit
organizations, homeowners and
renters fund repairs or rebuilding
efforts and cover the cost of replacing lost or disaster-damaged personal property. These disaster loans
cover losses not fully compensated
by insurance or other recoveries
and do not duplicate benefits of
other agencies or organizations.
Applicants may apply online
using SBA’s secure website at
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. In
addition, applicants can get more
information on SBA disaster assistance by calling SBA’s Customer
Service Center at (800) 659-2955,
by visiting www.sba.gov/disaster, or
by emailing disastercustomerservic
e@sba.gov.
For more information, visit the
Hurricane Harvey disaster web
page at www.fema.gov/disaster/
4332, or Facebook at http:
//www.facebook.com/FEMAharvey,
the FEMA Region6 Twitter account
at twitter.com/FEMARegion6,
or the Texas Division of Emergency Management website at
www.dps.texas.gov/dem/.

Propositions appear on Nov. 7 ballot
Proposition 1 would allow the
Texas Legislature to look at allowing a partially disabled veteran or
spouse to qualify for an exemption
from ad valorem taxation on their
home.
The amendment, if passed, would
allow the exemption if the homestead was donated by a charitable
organization for less than market
value. Current law only allows the
exemption if the home was donated
at no cost to the veteran.
Proposition 2 would require
certain conditions be met to refinance a home equity loan secured
by a voluntary lien on a homestead.
It would also lower the cap on fees
associated with the home equity
loan.
Proposition 3 would require
officer holders appointed by the governor and approved by the Senate
to leave their position at the end of
the legislative session during which
their term expires.
Currently, office holders who fit
this description can stay in their
position indefinitely without ever
being re-appointed and approved by
the Senate.

Proposition 4 would clarify
what a professional sports team is
for charitable foundations wishing to
host a raffle.
Proposition 6 would authorize
the Texas Legislature to exempt
ad valorem taxes for all or part of
the market value of a home for the
surviving spouse of a first responder
fatally injured in the line of duty.
Proposition 7 would give the
Legislature authority to allow credit
unions and other financial institutions to award prizes to promote
savings.
Early voting runs thorugh Nov 3.
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 7.
To find your polling place, verify
voter registration or see a sample
ballot, visit VoteTexas.gov.

FOR SALE: 2016
Polaris ZRZ Fox ATV.
Only 27.3 miles on it!
900cc. Like new! See at
20321 CR 510-C, Brazoria. Call 979-798-8948 or
979-709-0865
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Flat feet in children usually won’t cause any problems
By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
www.kidsdr.com (TMS)

Many parents come in concerned that their child has flat feet.
Early in life, almost all babies have
flat, little chubby feet. If you look
closely, you can see the normal
fat pad on the middle of the foot,
which overlies the arch of the foot.
This fat pad will go away as your
baby gets older.
As your child grows, his or her
foot goes through many changes,
and arch development continues
until a child is about 8 years old.
The muscles and ligaments of
the arch of the foot mature and
tighten, just as do other muscles in
a child’s body.
About 14 percent of the population has flat-feet as adults, and this
condition often “runs in families.”

Those with flat feet have normal
variant in which the ligaments of the
arch are lax, and therefore the foot
is flat when standing and weight
bearing.
During a physical exam your
doctor can show you that your

The Kid’s Doctor
child’s foot is developing an arch.
There are several maneuvers to
look at a child’s foot. If the child is
sitting on the exam table, look at
the foot as it is hanging (non-weight
bearing), and see if you see an
arch. If you also push upward on
the big toe you should be able to
see the natural arch of your child’s
foot. Then have your child stand,
and the arch will flatten out again.
Now have your child stand on his or

her tip-toes and you should see an
arch again.
Arches vary in size, like so
many other things on different
body types. There is not an “appropriate amount of arch” necessary.
It is rare for flat feet to cause
any problems, especially in a
younger child. When an older child
complains of pain, especially with
running activities, you may buy
over the counter arch supports.
While arch supports and orthotics
may provide comfort, they do not
stimulate the arch to grow and
change.
(Dr. Sue Hubbard is an award-winning pediatrician, medical editor and
media host. “The Kid’s Doctor” TV
feature can be seen on more than 90
stations across the U.S. Submit questions at http://www.kidsdr.com.)
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John Mannion joins Port Freeport as chief financial officer
John Mannion joins Port Freeport staff as Chief Financial Officer
(CFO) with responsibility for the
accounting and financial reporting,
treasury, risk management, financial
analysis and human resources
functions.
He brings extensive experience
in the negotiation and execution of
contracts and leases and in raising
capital to finance projects.
Mannion has more than 25 years
of executive-level experience in
high-growth, global organizations in
midstream, energy services, bank-

ing, manufacturing and transportation industries with companies
including Bristow Group, Plains All
American Pipeline LP, Continental
Airlines, Quanex Corporation and
Credit Suisse.
Mannion earned a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics from Wesleyan
University and a Master of Business Administration in Finance and
Accounting from Cornell University
Johnson Graduate School of Management.
“The Port Commission would
like to extend its welcome to Mr.

Mannion as he joins the Port staff.
We look forward to collaborating
with him on Port projects,” said Port
Chairman Paul Kresta.
As the new CFO, Mannion will
advise executive staff and play a
significant role in the guidance of
planning for the Port’s strategic
objectives.
“I am pleased to have John
join the team. His knowledge and
experience will be beneficial as we
continue to expand the Port and
attract new business,” stated Phyllis
Saathoff, Executive Director/CEO.

By Barbara Quinn

in our diets:
• They’re cheap. Personally, I
consider these inexpensive nutrient
powerhouses as the best nutritional
buy in the whole supermarket.
• They’re bursting with nutrients.
One cup of cooked beans provides
as much protein as two eggs or

seeds and nuts) 4 or 5 times a week
lowers blood pressure, especially
when combined with a low-sodium
diet.
• They help lower blood cholesterol levels. Beans are rich in a
certain type of dietary fiber called
soluble fiber. This type of fiber literally helps pull extra cholesterol out
of the body on its journey through
the digestive tract.
• They can help control diabetes.
Almost half the carbohydrates in
beans is in the form of dietary fiber,
an indigestible substance that does
not contribute to blood sugar spikes.
• They are versatile. Use them as
your primary protein source or as a
vegetable in salads and side dishes.

The many benefits to eating beans on a regular basis
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

Besides the fact that this is bean
harvest season, it’s a good time to
think about incorporating this highly
nutritious and health-promoting food
into our meal plans.
Beans are legumes — plants with
seeds split into two halves. (Peanuts are legumes as well.) I was
surprised to learn that dry beans
like pinto, black and great northern
are produced from the same plant
species as green beans.
Beans are further defined by
experts as “dried edible beans”
— the mature edible seeds of the
bean plant. Here are some reasons
why we might want to include them

Quinn on Nutrition
2 ounces of meat, fish or poultry.
Beans are naturally low in fat and
rich in antioxidant substances that
fight off the effects of premature
aging and disease.
• They help regulate blood pressure. Research shows that eating
small servings of beans (along with
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It’s been a tough summer, but now it’s time to make the best of the other three seasons
(Contineud from Page 1)

was sold on this subtropical climate
as I barbecued on my balcony
in shorts and a T-shirt on a mild
Sunday afternoon. No more cold
winters.
Some people like the cold and
snow. Colorado is only an hour and
a half away by plane, but I got my fill
of that in September one year when
I sloshed through snow on top of
Pikes Peak.
I loved it - for about two hours.
Then we drove back down to where
it was still in the 80s - at least the
upper 70s. That’s about all the snow
and winter I needed for a while.
My daughter recently messaged
us photos of trees turning into beau-

tiful fall foliage in Kansas. I do miss
that part of fall here. Then I checked
the morning temperature there and
saw that it was 36 degrees. That
would be major news here, but
in Kansas it was just another fall
morning.
We get some fall foliage in
December, but for the most part
the leaves changing color is not so
eventful as in places where there
are four distinct seasons.
In exchange, I can often walk
on the beach wearing summer
clothes in December. I don’t have
to worry much about frost on the
windshield, or how I’m going to
dig the car out from under all that
snow. I can drive with the win-

dows down and open the house
windows.
And, we have the wildflowers
blooming all over the place in the
spring. That’s a fair exchange for
the lack of fall foliage.
I remember climbing in kneedeep snow as a child, trying to
make it to school, only to find out
halfway there that it was a snow
day. I didn’t watch TV or listen to
the radio that morning. I just got
dressed to go to school, which
was three blocks away.
A woman from the other side of
the street yelled at me that schools
were closed, so I went back home
and started watching TV.
A few years later the weather

60th class reunion has its advantages, ample memories
(Continued from Page 1)

50th reunion they vowed to get
together every year until none were
left, and they did.
I graduated in the West Columbia
High School Class of 1957 after
having graduated in the Brazoria
Elementary School Class of 1953.

We were the last single class of
8th Graders, and we had a special
graduation.
After us, there were at least two
sections of 8th Grade. We rode the
school bus to West Columbia for
four years, and were glad to be so
readily accepted.

My sister graduated in the WCHS
Class of 1959 and my brother in the
WCHS Class of 1962.
After 13 wonderful years of teaching and coaching at Sweeny Junior
High School, I began a new career,
and my son and daughter became
RoughNecks too. Classes of the
current Columbia High School, 1981
and 1982.
Go back and look at your old
junior and senior high school annuals. Did everyone turn out like you
thought?
I can remember all my teachers,
and each one had a tremendous
influence on me. I could name all
my elementary school teachers and
most of my high school teachers.
I’m not going to list my classmates,
or my Daddy’s classmates, or my
children’s classmates, though I
could.
You would recognize many
names, and because of our small
communities, you would see
family,school connections three or
more generations long.
COLUMBIA HIGH FOREVER
For maroon and white, for all our
might.
Mary R. Rhodenbaugh is a
community volunteer and a former
county commissioner.

forecast predicted a major snow
storm that would shut down the
city. And it did. It shut down everything - well, just about everything.
When it stopped snowing, I went
downstairs to dig my car out from
under the snow. It took a while.
When I cleared off the windshield,
I saw a piece of paper stuck under
one of the windshield wipers. It
was a parking ticket.
That’s when I decided that I’d

had enough, graduated, packed
up the old car and hit the road
leading southwest and to the Gulf
Coast.
Enjoy this great time of the
year, dear reader. It’s your reward
for a tough summer. Open your
windows on cooler days and save
on the air conditioning bill.
It is a wonderful time of the year,
as it will be next month, and the
month after that, and so on.

• The “dog days of summer” refer to the weeks between July 3 and August
11 and are named after the Dog Star (Sirius) in the Canis Major constellation. The ancient Greeks blamed Sirius for the hot temperatures, drought,
discomfort, and sickness that occurred during the summer.
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First United Methodist holds bazaar Nov. 4

Angleton’s First United Methodist Church will hold its annual fall bazaar on
Saturday, Nov. 4. from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event features a pulled pork dinner for $10 per plate as well as live
and silent auctions, a bake sale, plant sale, children’s games and Joyce-ful
gift shop, named in memory of AISD teacher Joyce Valenta.

Deals spark holiday travel booking to an early, busy start
By Janeen Christoff
TravelPulse (TNS)

If you are already thinking about
or booking holiday travel, you are
not alone.
According to a recent Bankrate
survey, 8 million Americans have
already planned and made holiday
reservations.
Of the approximately 35 million
Americans that anticipate staying in
a hotel over the holidays, 23 percent
have already booked.
The same can be said for the 31
million travelers who plan to fly.
If it seems like flights are sell-

ing out quickly, that’s because 20
percent have already arranged and
paid for airfare
A minority of holiday travelers
are waiting until the last minute but
there are some holdouts. According to Bankrate, one in seven,
including twice as many women as
men, won’t finalize their plans until
December.
But does early-booking mean
missing out on deals?
According to airfare tracking
service Hopper, the best deals are
in October and early November for
Christmas tickets and Thanksgiving

prices are stable through Halloween.
Another way to save on holiday
travel is to reap the rewards of
credit card points.
For those who hit the road infrequently but pay by credit card often,
you might be surprised to learn
that you have unredeemed travel
rewards points or perks.
It is a good idea to do a cursory
check-in with your card benefits
before you book and see if you can
pay with your points for hotels, car
rentals or airfare and also to see if
you have additional perks.

Allow us to treat you to...

DICKENS ON THE STRAND

With a nod to the ghost of Dickens past and an eye towards the future, Galveston’s world-famous
Victorian holiday festival returns to Galveston Island on Dec 1-3, 2017, and we invite you to enter for
a chance to enjoy it for one day for free on us. Please write clearly and fill out all lines below to enter.
Send entries to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. At least six (6) winners drawn at
random will receive 2 tickets each, a $30 value. One entry form per person. Copies not accepted. Winners will be announced in the Nov. 21 issue and tickets mailed.

NAME_________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY_____________________________________(TX), (ZIP)____________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 October 31, 2017 THE BULLETIN Page 9
the sons and daughters of other
simple math and realized I had
students who once stared at me
taught there for as long as my dad
from the same desks.
had worked in his school.
think much about it until I received
I used to think, when my father
It seems one of the most imporan invitation from the AARP to join
was younger than I am now, that it
tant transitions in life is also one of
their ranks. Because that letter
was a miracle that he was still walkthe least recognizable: the passing
represented a tangible transition,
ing around. He was a good decade
of time.
proof positive that I had someolder than most of my friends’
It was the gifted author Isaac
how arrived in the foothills of the
parents, and I was afraid he would
Asimov, who wrote gobs of books
mountain range called Old Age,
drop dead at any moment.
on a wide range of topics in his long
whose snow-capped peaks were
He taught, coached, and was
life and was working on one the day
still some distance off. But they
superintendent at Oakwood from
he died, who probably said it best.
were suddenly close enough to be
1930 until 1966. A tenure that I
“Life is pleasant” he wrote,” and
in clear view.
once considered forever.
death is peaceful. It’s the transition
Then I looked around me at the
When I retired a few months ago,
that’s troublesome.”
school where I was a teacher and
fifteen years after the AARP sent
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
noticed that most of the teachers
their invitation, I looked around at
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
and administrators I used to work
my fellow faculty members – sev.wordpress.com. He is the author
with were no longer there. And,
eral of whom, including an assistant
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
even more discomforting, that more
principal and my department head,
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and more of the students who
had been my students when they
and nine other books of fiction and
stared at me from their desks were
were in high school – I did some
nonfiction.

Transitions of a lifetime present their own challenges
(Continued from Page 1)

in the car. So going one more time,
and staying for the entire day, probably didn’t seem as odd to me as it
did to the other first graders, who’d
never been there before.
The move from second grade to
third was a much more memorable
step. You see, in the Oakwood
elementary school grades one and
two were taught in a single classroom by Miss Francis, three and
four by Miss Irwin, five and six by
Miss Lillie Bell, and seven and eight
by Miss Mae.
All I remember about my two
years with Miss Francis was a lot
of coloring and learning how to
print, in our Big Chief tablets, the
big letters that were pinned up over
her blackboard. They were on
long piece of green card-stock, the
upper cases rising up higher than

the lower, and I guess we worked
our way though enough words and
sentences of the “See Spot run”
variety to learn to use them.
When we moved next door to
Miss Irwin’s room the letters over
her board were in cursive. And I
remember thinking I was done for
then. I already knew I would have
to learn the multiplication tables
in there because my older sister
had told me, making it sound as
ominous as the prospect of having
to fight a bear.
Other transitions came and went.
Birthdays, graduations, getting
drafted, my marriage, the deaths of
friends and family, anniversaries,
and our daughter’s wedding were
biggies.
But one just wandered silently
up, like a thief in the night.
Back when I turned fifty I didn’t
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Next kayaking outing planned for Nov. 11

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing, swimming pool &
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation
Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates), The Bulletin
Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers
who help clean the beaches, stake out
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand
with programs, and add so much to the
county’s parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Lead Interpreter and Events Coordinator Mike Mullenweg led the Brazoria
County Small Watercraft Club along Chocolate Bayou for the first Brazoria
County Parks Department paddling event of the fall season.
The trip on Oct. 14 was approximately six miles from Camp Mohawk to
Albert Finkle County Park near Liverpool. The crew even made some animal
friends along the way as they passed by a few bulls enjoying the sun on a
resident’s piece of land.
Through the crisp weather of fall, we plan to continue with our paddling
trips as long as the community continues asking for them. The next scheduled event will be on Nov. 11, from 9 a.m. until noon. Participants will meet
at Dunbar Park, where the crew will paddle straight through town towards
Brazosport College in a seven mile trip, estimated at about two and a half
hours long.
For more information on Mullenweg’s expertly led kayaking trips, visit our
website or find us on Facebook.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Sunlight on Bayou: A few event participants paddle ahead of the pack to
get a peak around the corner as they float on Chocolate Bayou.

County parks recovering from Harvey

Though the park is still closed, employees at Camp Mohawk County
Park decorated their sign to keep spirits up during recovery.

Last month, the Brazoria County Parks Department shared photos and
details regarding losses at the parks, including flooded streets at Quintana
and rogue catfish swimming on the highway outside of Hanson.
Fortunately, things are beginning to look up for several of our parks and
boat ramps that were affected by Hurricane Harvey.
Albert Finkle and Buffalo Camp have both reopened, and debris along the
coast has lessened, thanks to help from the Texas General Land Office.
The only parks still closed are Camp Mohawk, Hanson Riverside, and
Brazos River, and for closed boat ramps we have Churchill, McNeil, Sonny
Travis, and CR 849. These parks and boat ramps are closed indefinitely.
Spirits are high, however, even at the parks still in recovery. Staff out at
Camp Mohawk County park set up some fun fall scenery at the head of their
park for passersby to enjoy.
Reservations and attendance at Resoft County Park has been steady, as
well as at our beachside parks, Quintana and San Luis Pass. The department will continue to update the community with park openings as they
occur, and we look forward to doing so.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION
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Stephen F. Austin: (1793-1836) Known as “The Father of Texas,”
Stephen F. Austin established the first Anglo-American colony in the Tejas
activities, and music. Refreshments
province of Mexico and saw it grow into an independent republic. Austin
are also served, including a birthday
was born in southwestern Virginia, but his family moved to Missouri when
cake in honor of Austin himself.
he was five years old.
For more information about the
He led the second, and ultimately successful, colonization of the region
event, feel free to stop by the statue
by bringing 300 families from the United States to the region in 1825. In
Wednesdays through Sundays, or
addition, he worked with the Mexican government to support emigration
give staff a call at (979) 849-5965.
from the United States.

Stephen F. Austin’s birthday to be celebrated Thursday
Stephen F. Austin - Munson
Historical County Park’s annual
birthday celebration for their site
namesake is planned for Nov. 2,
from 9 a.m. until noon.
Department staff, along with
some amazing volunteers, will

provide an exciting look into the
life of Stephen F. Austin, and the
lives of those that lived and served
alongside him.
The program is geared to school
groups and school-aged children,
and includes historical characters,

Schedule of events

Top left: Students on a field
trip to the SFA statue learn
all about the life and times of
Stephen F. Austin.
Top right: A knowledgeable
volunteer teaches participants
about the different kinds of
guns used in the 1830s.
Bottom: A lesson on holding
a weapon and marching in
order is given to students to
re-enact what it was like to be
a soldier in the time of Stephen
F. Austin.

Thursday, Nov. 2: Stephen F. Austin Birthday Celebration.
Join volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35
for a celebration with historical characters, activities, exhibits, music, and
refreshments (including a birthday cake!).This program is geared to school
groups. Free event sponsored by local groups. For information, call the
SF Austin-Munson Park at (979) 248-5961.
Saturday, Nov. 4, 9 a.m. to noon: Kid’s Fishing Derby at San
Luis Pass County Park. Spend the morning learning the safe and fun
way to fish and then head to our brand new “Kid’s Fishing Area” for your
own fishing tournament. The fishing area has been stocked with over 4,000
fish for you to catch. Prizes awarded for biggest fish and other categories.
For information or reservations call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1541 ext.
7, or email mikem@brazoria-county.net
Saturday, Nov. 11, 9 a.m. to noon: Fall Paddling Event.
Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on
one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA. For
information or reservations, call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1541 ext. 7,
or email mikem@brazoria-county.net
Saturday, Dec. 2, 9 a.m. to noon: Winter Paddling Event
#1. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling event on
one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow
one of ours. Great for families and first-time paddlers. Location TBA. For
information or reservations, call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1541 ext. 7,
or email mikem@brazoria-county.net.
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SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry

What were they thinking?

The Seattle Times (TNS)

What do you get when
you cross the NBA with
soccer?
Answer: Golf’s Euro Tour,
which plans to implement a 40second shot clock, issue players
a yellow card for the first violation
and invoke a one-stroke penalty
— what, no red card? — for each
subsequent one.
Which begs the question: Do
Euro golfers get added time if
they flop with a fake injury?
Headlines
— From SportsPickle.com:
“Mike Pence leaves NFL game
after realizing the Colts and
49ers are playing.”
— At TheOnion.com: “Bill
Belichick’s challenge flag transforms into swarm of snakes after
hitting ground.”
— At TheKicker.com: “Fox tries
to resell World Cup broadcasting
rights on Craigslist.”
Just wondering
Does reporting WWE rasslin’
results qualify as fake news?
Stuck in reverse
This is what you call kicking yourself: California, trailing
Washington 38-7 with 1 second
to play, calls time out to kick a
field goal, then botches the snap
— with the resulting 41-yard loss
leaving the Golden Bears with
minus-40 yards rushing for the
game.
Whistles while you work
Know that awkward feeling
one gets when a baseball closer
blows a save, stays in the game
and then gets credit for the win?
Meet Titans tight end Phillip
Supernaw, who hauled in his first
career TD catch as a pro against
the Dolphins last Sunday, but
only after back-to-back false-start
penalties — both called on him
— moved the ball from the 1
back to the 11.
Get a whiff of this
Yankees slugger Aaron Judge
struck out 16 times in 23 plate
appearances in the American
League Division Series.
By comparison, the Padres’
Tony Gwynn whiffed 15 times
during the entire 1995 season
— in 577 plate appearances.

Exchange club hosts annual luncheon

The Exchange Club of Angleton will host its 15th annual “One Nation
Under God” Luncheon from 11:30am-1:00pm on Thursday Nov. 2 at the First
Presbyterian Church of Angleton fellowship hall.
Pastor Scott McKay will be this year’s featured speaker.
Scott McKay is an Air Force Chaplain with the 147th Attack Wing at Ellington Joint Reserve Base. Since 1994, he has pastored Willow Drive Baptist
Church in Lake Jackson. He and his wife, Stephanie, have been married 32
years. They have five children and two grandchildren.
Tickets are $20. All proceeds go to the club’s local efforts. Due to limited
seating, tickets should be purchased in advance.
They are available at Angleton Chamber, Brazoria County Precinct 1
Offices in Clute, Brazoria County Tax Office in Angleton and any Exchange
Club of Angleton member or by calling 979-864-1838 or 979-864-1523.
“As an Air Force Chaplain, Pastor McKay has a unique perspective
regarding our nation’s relationship with our Creator,” said club president
Patty Moore.

ROUGH LANDING: There might be a problem with this. It appears that
when kids slide down, they’ll slam right into a tree. It may be a good
idea to move the slide over a little, along with the seesaw.

Spectacular newspaper corrections

Did you know about Charles Dickens?

He was born Charles John Huffam Dickens on Feb. 7, 1812, in Portsmouth, on the southern coast of England. He was the second of eight
children. His father, John Dickens, was a naval clerk who dreamed of striking
it rich. He created some of the world’s best-known fictional characters and is
regarded by many as the greatest novelist of the Victorian era.
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to navigate the ins and outs of relationships and negotiations.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may be fated to have
someone cater to your every desire early in the week. You
may enjoy wallowing in romantic fantasies, but may find
communications with a loved one is challenging.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In the week ahead, you
demonstrate your talent for teamwork. Compromise, however, only works when everyone keeps the bargain. Don’t
risk your money or reputation on a handshake.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Do your best.
Slam the door on unpleasant memories and make only
happy ones. Honor your commitments and uphold the
highest ethical standards in the week to come.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In the upcoming
week, you may be reminded of obligations, even when
they come at a cost to yourself. Co-workers or workplace
activities could tempt you to take the easy way out.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You can’t please
everyone. You won’t even please yourself with expensive
purchases or investments this week. What you think is a
bargain could prove costly if you buy on credit.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Opposites may attract as
well as repel. You may be faced with a sudden infatuation
in the week ahead. Take time to reconsider before making
an irrevocable commitment or crucial decision.

History of the World
Oct. 30: ON THIS DATE in
1938, the radio play “War of the
Worlds” starring Orson Welles aired
on CBS. The use of fake news
reports panicked some listeners who thought its portrayal of a
Martian invasion was true. In 1974,
boxer Muhammad Ali knocked
out George Foreman in the eighth
round of a scheduled15-round bout
in Kinshasa, Zaire, known as the
“Rumble in the Jungle,” to regain his
world heavyweight title.
Oct. 31: ON THIS DATE
in 1956, Rear Adm. G.J. Dufek
became the first person to land an
airplane at the South Pole. In 1984,
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
was assassinated by two Sikh
security guards.
Nov. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1604,

Shakespeare’s “Othello” was first
presented in London. In 1952, the
United States tested its first hydrogen bomb in the Marshall Islands.
Nov. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1948,
President Truman surprised the
experts, narrowly winning election
over Republican Thomas E. Dewey.
In 1959, game-show contestant
Charles Van Doren admitted to a
House subcommittee that he had
been given questions and answers
before appearances on the NBC-TV
program “Twenty-One.”
Nov. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1964,
President Johnson soundly defeated
Republican Barry Goldwater for a
full term as president. In 1994, 12
jurors were seated in the O.J. Simpson murder trial in Los Angeles.
Nov. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1979,

Did you know?

• The Spanish phrase “¿Cómo como? Como como como!” means “How do
I eat? I eat like I eat!”
• The Danish sentence “Far, får får får?” translates to “Father, do sheep
have sheep?”
• The Latin sentence “Malo malo malo malo” could be interpreted as “I
would rather be in an apple tree than a wicked man in adversity.”
• Hunger is a more powerful force than thirst or even fear.

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

the Iranian hostage crisis began as
militants stormed the U.S. Embassy
in Tehran after overthrowing a
government friendly to the West. In
1995, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin was assassinated by a rightwing Israeli zealot.
Nov. 5: ON THIS DATE in
1605, the “Gunpowder Plot” in
London failed as Guy Fawkes,
the nom de guerre of an English
Catholic revolutionary, was seized
before he could blow up the English
Parliament as part of a plot to
assassinate King James. In 1994,
former President Reagan disclosed
he had Alzheimer’s disease.
Answer to last week’s
question: This week in 1939, a
demonstration of the first jet airplane
was flown in Germany. A similar
craft did not become operational
until near the end of World War II
and never was a significant factor in
combat.
This week’s question: Who
were the incumbent president
and former president defeated by
Woodrow Wilson in the presidential
election of 1912?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: DROOP MULCH GALLEY FORBID
Answer: He didn’t make a good shoe salesman because he was a -- LOAFER

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Friction and fiction may
be the keywords of the upcoming week. Avoid losing
your temper with irritations at the workplace and steer
clear of offers that seem too good to be true.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): When your head is in
the clouds you may overlook stumbling blocks beneath
your feet. In the week ahead, your romantic side may
blossom. A co-worker may want to be more than a
friend.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A wild goose chase
might be beneficial. You are attracted by things of dubious value. This week you might not profit from financial
transactions yet could derive benefit from the process.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Hold up high standards. If you face a series of difficulties in the week
ahead, it isn’t necessarily because you are doing
something wrong, but because you are doing something right.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your business sense might
be in the spotlight as this week unfolds. You might find
favor with the high and mighty and ambitions may be
achieved, but may be surprised by financial discrepancies.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Phil Collins sang about
the “land of confusion,” and you might know just what
he meant. In the week ahead, you might find it difficult
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

Did you know?

• Most experts believe the word
“Yeti” comes from a Sherpa word,
possibly yeh-teh meaning “small,
man-like animal” or meti meaning
“bear.”
• Six-inch-tall humans would
potentially use 1728 times fewer
resources than an average-height
human.
• A study found that bees can feel
something akin to optimism—one

positive event will make them
inclined to believe that others will
follow.
• In America, people say “boo.” In
Spain, you frighten someone with
“uuh,” in France with “hou,” in the
Czech Republic, “baf.”
• If you’re sleep-deprived, your
brain will compensate by allowing
some neurons to sleep, even as you
stay awake.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

20 Draft classification
21 *Future attorney’s hurdle
25 Where sleeping dogs lie
27 “Give me a break!”
28 Decide one will
29 Sound confirming a locked car
door
30 Oil-bearing rocks
33 Jimmy Fallon asset
36 Go wrong
37 June 14th observance ... and a

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Many a sports trophy
2 Function
3 Hot dog holder
4 Notable time
5 Organ associated with ill temper
6 “Light” sci-fi weapon
7 “Don’t worry about me”
8 Physical attractiveness
9 “Little Women” novelist
10 *Colorful sushi creation
11 Perfumer Lauder
12 Down the road
14 Harp constellation
17 Shower stall alternative, if it fits
21 Unloaded?
22 “At last!”
23 *”Drove my Chevy to the levee”
Don McLean hit
24 Water source
26 Online crafts shop
28 Shoppe adjective
30 Silly to the extreme
31 FrŠulein’s abode
32 Farm sci.
34 Ancient Greek region
35 Follower on Twitter, informally
37 Fly like a moth
41 Affectionate attention, briefly
43 London insurance giant
44 From scratch
45 Exercise, as power
46 Thoreau work
47 Second family of the 1990s
48 “Rub‡iy‡t” poet
49 Zero deg. at the equator, say
52 Told tall tales
55 Oinker’s pen
56 Clod chopper
57 Ramada __
58 Green soup base

(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

ACROSS
1 Drink-cooling shapes
6 Family girl
9 Neighborhood
13 Seize
14 So very uncool
15 Mascara target
16 *Where hockey transgressors
cool their heels
18 Issue a ticket to
19 Shout of discovery

hint to the first word in the answers
to starred clues
38 Sudoku section
39 Camping gear brand
40 Winner’s wreath
41 Voice quality
42 Film snippets
44 TV’s “Kate & __”
45 “The ability to fully experience
life,” per Thoreau
47 *Polite applause on the tee
50 “Money __ object”
51 Sandy or Roberto of baseball
53 Catch sight of
54 *Vessel for Captain Jack Sparrow
59 Fired, with “off”
60 Look carefully
61 Gravel unit
62 Colors, as hair
63 NFL gains
64 Cackling scavenger

APE BAT PIG ELK LION MOLE GOAT BEAR DEER HAMSTER

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Cattlemen host dinner for scholarships
The Brazoria County Cattlemen’s Association will hold a steak dinner
fundraiser on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 7 p.m. at the Brazoria County Fairgrounds auditorium.
Tickets for the ribeye dinner are $15 and will raise funds for scholarships given by the association. The group’s board of directors will cook
the dinner. There also is a gun raffle, and the proceeds are used to
benefit the children of association members who sell cattle at the county
fair to “add on” to the sales price.
Tickets can be purchased at the door, and usually about 175-250
people attend the event. Dress is casual, or “come as you are.”

November 4, 18
December 2, 16, 30
9am - 3pm

Why is defensive
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you
take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of
sitting in a defensive driving class for
six hours, the reality is that defensive
driving is the cheapest way to get rid
of a traffic violation ticket.
Plus, by taking defensive driving,
you also will earn a certificate that
will decrease the liability portion of
your car insurance by 10 percent for
the next three years. Plus, there will
not be any points attached to your
license.
A defensive driving class, such
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving,
makes you a better, more careful
and considerate driver. By keeping
your attention through comedy and
integrating entertainment into the
curriculum, you are subjected to a
continuing education driving course
that refreshes the rules of the road.
You’ll even learn about how laws
of physics control what happens to
you in a car crash, and how you can
use these laws to avoid the crash
altogether.
If you become a safer driver,
chances are that you will be able to
steer around accidents or stop your
car safely before crashing. If you can
do that by following a few defensive
driving pointers, you will not file an
insurance claim because you will not
crash your car.
Saving 10 percent on insurance for
the next three years is your reward
for choosing defensive driving rather
than paying the ticket. Once you
complete the course and receive your
certificate, the ticket does not count.
You also will not be allotted 2 points
on your license for a moving violation
or 3 points for a crash.
By law, you can take defensive
driving once every 12 months to
dismiss a ticket. However, once
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive
driving course, we hope that we
won’t see you for another three
years, when renewing your insurance
discount certificate.
Call (979) 299-1000 for more information and to make a resevation.
Our classes are held in the firstfloor meeting room of Candlewood
Suites, which is located at 506 E.
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

