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By Ron Rozelle
I spent a fine time recently at the 

Alton C. Allen Historical Conference 
in Hallettsville, where this year’s 
topic was “Texas Disasters.”

Before some of 
you go thinking I 
was invited because 
of my writing being 
disastrous, I was 
asked to speak 
about the 1937 
New London school 
explosion.  A book 

I wrote in 2012, My Boys and Girls 
Are in There, is about that horrific 
day when over 300 students and 
their teachers died when a vast pool 
of natural gas exploded beneath 
their school building.

One of the folks at the conference 
made the comment that a nonfiction 
account like mine was likely the only 
possible way to relate a story so 
horrible.

But she was wrong.
My friend Zack Kibodeaux, whose 

father Logan was my research 
associate on that book, told the New 
London story through a completely 
different medium.  Zack is a singer, 
musician and songwriter extraordi-
naire and his Blue Water Highway 
Band is constantly on the road with 
gigs all over the place.  “A Voice in 
Rama”, one of the songs on their 
album titled “The Things We Carry”, 
is Zack’s take on New London.  It’s 
a haunting ballad, beautifully written 
and sung, which manages to be sad 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

“Voted on the first day of absen-
tee voting. Felt good,” I declared on 
my Facebook page.

A few minutes later, a friend 
replied: “Early voting.”

I stand cor-
rected. Old 
habits are hard to 
break. I remem-
ber when I had 
to come up with 
a reason to vote 
early, like I was 
going to be out of 
town or some-

thing like that.
The real reason was that I didn’t 

want to stand in line on election day, 
nor risk not voting if something hap-
pened on that day.

I have been playing it safe for a 
very long time, and to me, absentee 
voting is the same as early voting. 
Of course, there is a big difference. 
Excuses, real or imagined, are no 
longer needed.

I told a cousin in Europe that I 
just voted. They were surprised, 
because they thought the election 
was in November. “We can vote 
for the next two weeks,” I replied. 
“I voted early to try to speed up the 
process. She didn’t get the joke.

Whichever side you are on, I’m 
sure that you’ve had enough of this 
year’s presidential race, also called 
the “General Hospital” of elections.
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Allow us to treat you to...

DICKENS ON THE STRAND
With a nod to the ghost of Dickens past and an eye towards the future, Galveston’s world famous 

Victorian holiday festival returns to Galveston Island on December 2-4, and we invite you to enter for 
a chance to enjoy it for one day for free on us. Please write clearly and fill out all lines below to enter. 
Send entries to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. At least six (6) winners drawn at 
random will receive 2 tickets each, a $30 value. One entry form per person. Copies not accepted. Win-
ners will be announced in the Nov. 22 issue and tickets mailed.
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GEE, I WONDER WHY HE DUMPED HER: A Florida man broke 
off his relationship with his fiancee, and she responded with an aggres-
sive stalking campaign. The 48-year-old woman installed a tracking 
device on his car, and then showed up wherever he went: at his work-
place, his parents’ home and at residences he considered buying. When 
he went to a movie with another woman, she keyed her car, and then 
watched them afterwards at a nearby restaurant.

I BEG TO DIFFER, SIR: A man, who had been arrested for drunken 
driving, came to the police station in Peoria, Ariz., drunk two days later to 
pick up his car, which had been impounded. When an officer asked him 
if he thought it was a good idea to get his vehicle while intoxicated, he 
replied, “I am not incosicated.”

NOT IN THE MOOD!? WELL, LET ME KICK IT OFF: A woman 
tried to initiate affection with her boyfriend at 6 in the morning at home in 
Port St. Lucie, Fla. He refused. So she kicked him several times in the 
face.

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT? A young guy spent the night partying 
and then texted his friend, saying, “My dad’s totally gonna know I’m drunk 
and high.” Alas, he accidentally sent the text to his father, who angrily 
replied, “I do now, you dumb ...”

A PRETTY SIMPLE PLAN: A woman was about to go to jail for 
stealing $65,000 from a firm in England where she worked as a senior 
payroll specialist. So she got herself hired at another company where 
she stole another $65,000 and left that job after three days. She then had 
her husband call the company and say that she had been killed in a car 
accident. It didn’t work.

YES, I’D LIKE TO SPEAK TO THE MANAGER: A man in 
Dorset, England received a notice that he was being cited for speeding. 
The thing is, he was in Greece on vacation at the time that the offense 
was supposed to have taken place, and he had left his car with a parking 
company at Gatwick Airport. The odometer indicated that his vehicle had 
traveled 150 miles during the time it was “parked” at the facility.

THIS WON’T LOOK GOOD IN COURT: A woman was charged 
with drunk driving in South Carolina after she crashed into a police 
cruiser.

BUT HE FEELS THERE’S ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT: A 
71-year-old widow in England went to her son’s funeral, where she met 
a 17-year-old kid and married him three weeks later. They now live in the 
home she shares with one of her grandsons, who is three years older 
than her husband. They both describe their relationship as “wonderful.”

DID YOU NOT THINK THAT THIS MIGHT HAPPEN? In an 
effort to rid his apartment of cockroaches, a Centralia, Wash., man rigged 
up a flamethrower using a can of bug spray and a lighter, and went after 
the bugs with it. The resulting fire forced him to flee the premises.

He tried to cash in $1 billion bond ‘not knowing’ it’s fake
By Paula McMahon
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.—A 
man who now admits that he tried 

to cash a counterfeit $1 billion bond 
in Broward County was duped, his 
lawyer said.

But Hugo Barrios Brecino knows 

he committed a federal crime and 
that he should have done more to 
check whether the document was 
authentic before trying to cash it, his 
attorney said.

Barrios Brecino, 50, pleaded 
guilty to a conspiracy charge 
Tuesday in federal court in Fort 
Lauderdale. The prosecution and 
defense have agreed to recommend 
a punishment of two years in federal 
prison when he is sentenced in 
January.

“Even though he was duped, 
he wants to do the right thing and 
admit that what he did was wrong,” 
defense lawyer Albert Quirantes 
told the Sun Sentinel after the court 
hearing. “My client feels stupid 
because he should have done more 
digging before attempting to cash 
it.”

Barrios Brecino, a civil engineer 
from Venezuela who entered the 
U.S. on a business visa, obtained 
the fake bond from a financial com-
pany in Colombia, his lawyer said.

Barrios Brecino and his friend, 
Michael Ifrah, 54, of Aventura, were 
indicted on federal charges after the 
U.S. Secret Service said they tried 
to cash the bond in August at the 
office of a financial adviser in Fort 
Lauderdale. The adviser tipped off 
law enforcement.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

PRECISION COOLING 
Q. Today 17 percent of homes 

worldwide have air conditioning, 
but experts predict that by the end 
of the century, the number will rise 
to 70 percent as a growing global 
middle class demands it.  How 
might a robotic air conditioner, an 
office chair on ice, and cool insoles 
provide some super-cool technologi-
cal relief?

A. Air conditioning is energy-
intensive but highly inefficient, 
cooling an entire structure when 
only a person’s immediate microcli-
mate needs it, says Evan Ackerman 
in “IEEE Spectrum” magazine. 
Enter the U.S. government’s DELTA 
program with cutting-edge technolo-
gies for “Delivering Efficient Local 
Thermal Amenities.”

RoCo, the robotic personal condi-
tioning device, has “a heater and air 
conditioner on top of a mobile base 
that can lock into your smartphone’s 
signal and autonomously follow you 
around, gently blowing warm or cold 
air to keep you at a comfortable 
temperature.”  For a commercial 
building, up to 30 percent of energy 
costs could be saved.

Then there’s a wirelessly powered 
climate-controlled office chair with 

heating elements and small fans 
built into the back and seat.  It uses 
only 14 watts for heating and about 
four watts for cooling, and when the 
seat is empty, the system is turned 
off. 

Finally, consider thermoregulating 
footwear.  Since the soles of your 
feet are part of “the body’s radiator,” 
a work boot known as ReBoot has 
a thin insole with water channels 
running through it.  “Cool water 
absorbs heat from the glabrous 
tissue at the bottom of your foot and 
gets pumped to a heat sink and fan 
hidden in the boot’s sole.” 

Stay tuned. These technologies 
may be commercial reality within the 
next two years.

SPACE GAS
Q. Why, in the early days of 

space travel, did NASA take a major 
interest in rectal gasses?

A. As it turns out, zero gravity 
makes it impossible for astronauts 
to belch, thus pushing gas to the 
lower intestine, says David Brown 
in Mental Floss magazine. This 
methane gas was “a fire hazard in 
an oxygenated capsule, so NASA 
had to study rectal gasses and diets 
to reduce them.”

MIND MANIPULATION
Q. It’s the stuff of science fiction:  

Scientists conduct brain operations 
that implant a memory of something 

that never happened. What’s the 
true story here?

A. The actors were a team at the 
French National Center for Sci-
entific Research, the brains those 
of five mice, reports Teal Burrell 
in Discover magazine.  First, the 
researchers monitored the brain 
of each mouse as it wandered in 
a large, open arena, noting the 
“place cells” that lit up. Later, when 
the mouse slept, “its place cells lit 
up again as the brain replayed the 
memory of roaming the chamber.  
(It’s believed the sleeping brain 
rehashes waking experiences to 
create long-term memories.)” 

Then, when a place cell denoting 
one particular spot lit up, research-
ers simultaneously stimulated one 
of the brain’s pleasure centers, 
connecting that spot to a reward like 
a chunk of cheese. Outcome:  Upon 
awakening and re-entering the 
arena, the mouse headed straight 
for the stimulated spot (“Nature 
Neuroscience”).

Scientists think that during sleep, 
replay memories are malleable, 
perhaps providing a way to treat 
anxiety disorders like post-trau-
matic stress disorder. But, project 
co-director Karim Benchenane cau-
tions, “reversing bad memories is 
trickier than creating positive ones.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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It has been going strong for more 
than a year. Luckily, not as long as 
“General Hospital,” the soap opera 
that started airing in 1963. There is 
always something nasty and juicy 
going on in the fictional town of Port 
Charles, much like what’s happen-
ing on the campaign trail.

There is even an opinion poll 
running on the “General Hospital” 
website asking: “Who is the father of 
Claudette’s daughter, Charlotte?”

Thirty-two percent of the respon-
dents said: “I don’t care about this 
storyline; 24 percent said the man 
she is running from; and the rest 
were divided between two other 
characters, Nathan or Griffin.

Along these lines, the soap and 
the election are almost interchange-
able.

One is fiction, and the other is … 
mostly fiction.

There are allegations of groping, 
sexual assault, threat of lawsuits, 
and old flames being dragged out 
front and center. Not in the soap 
– the presidential race. “General 
Hospital” is boring compared to this. 
Soap writers would be hard-pressed 
to write such a story line. Stuff like 
this actually has to happen. You 
can’t make it up.

I wrote in a previous column 
asking which election is the dirtiest: 
The Jefferson-Adams race of 1800, 
or this one? Since then, I have 
answered my own question. This 
race has to win the prize for best 
drama and slime.

That’s one reason I voted on the 
first day of absentee voting, or early 
voting. I made my decision, and 

I’m done with the whole thing. I can 
now just be entertained by the latest 
WikiLeaks and allegations emerging 
from both sides. 

After hearing all the talk about 
voter fraud, I was extra observant 
while casting my ballot in Angleton. 
There was a small line, but the 
clerks managed to move things 
along efficiently. The process was a 
familiar one. I’ve done it many times 
before.

The clerks were very nice, as 
always, and the entire process took 

only a few minutes. Then I got my “I 
voted early” sticker, placed it on my 
shirt, and left. I saw nothing but a 
smoothly run operation, as I did the 
previous years.

So, I guess I did vote “early.”
“Why do you have election day 

then?” asked my cousin, who 
thought it was really strange that 
voting can go on for a couple of 
weeks.

They have been reading and 
watching our presidential duel from 
a distance, trying to figure out what 

we’re doing.
What you see is unprocessed, 

raw democracy. It’s messy and 
takes a while, I explained.

“A lot of people vote on elec-
tion day. But voting early is more 
convenient,” I said. “The way we 
run elections here, two weeks may 
not even be long enough. We have 
campaigns that last almost as long 
as ‘General Hospital.’”

“What’s ‘General Hospital?’’ she 
asked.

I should never have gone there.

TV soaps are no match to this presidental race, as we muddle through the last few days 
(Continued from Page 1)
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Higher truck prices drive GM quarterly profits to $2.8B
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — General Motors 
earned a profit of $2.8 billion in the 
third quarter, exceeding Wall Street 
estimates and doubling its year-ear-
lier haul.

On a per-share basis, GM earned 
$1.72, easily beating the $1.44 
per-share average estimate of 16 
analysts and producing the compa-
ny’s best third-quarter profit since 
emerging from its 2009 bankruptcy 
restructuring.

Chuck Stevens, GM’s chief 

financial officer, acknowledged that 
incentive spending is increasing 
throughout the industry but said GM 
isn’t spending as much in the area 
as its competitors. He said GM is 
continuing to see higher transaction 
prices in its most profitable seg-
ments: mid-size and full-size pickup 
trucks.

“We’re confident that under a 
plateaued industry environment we 
can sustain a solid profit margin,” 
Stevens said. Fiat Chrysler spent an 
average of about $7,100 in incen-

tives for each of its Ram pickup 
trucks sold in September, according 
to J.D. Power data obtained by the 
Detroit Free Press.

While GM may be resisting the 
temptation to match those rebates, 
inventories of the Chevrolet Sil-
verado and GMC Sierra are larger 
than what’s considered optimal.

Neuroscientists show how tiny fibs snowball into big lies
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A little dishonesty goes a long 
way. Scientists who studied the 
brain activity of people who told 
small lies to benefit themselves 
found that these fibs appeared to 
pave the way to telling whoppers 
later.

The findings, published in the 
journal Nature Neuroscience, dem-
onstrate how self-serving lies can 
escalate and offer a window into the 

processes in the brain at work.
It’s commonly held wisdom that 

small transgressions often lead 
to bigger and bigger ones, study 
co-author Tali Sharot of University 
College London said in a news 
briefing.

“Whether it’s evading tax, infidel-
ity, doping in sports, making up 
data in science, or financial fraud, 
deceivers often recall how small 
acts of dishonesty snowballed over 

time, and they suddenly found 
themselves committing quite large 
crimes,” Sharot said.

The researchers suspected this 
had to do with a biological process 
known as emotional adaptation, 
where over time the brain responds 
less and less strongly to a repeated 
stimulus.

People tended to lie most readily 
when lying in the game would help 
both them and their partner.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Be patient, loving about the shortcomings of others
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: No one likes to invite my aunt to family gatherings because 
all she does is talk about herself. She never listens or shows any 
interest in what’s happening to anyone else, and it’s hard having her 
around. What can we do about this? - Mrs. T.S.

A: To be honest, the only thing we can do with some people is simply 
accept them and love them just the way they are. It’s especially true as 
they grow older and may find it hard to change. The Bible says, “Love is 
patient, love is kind” (1 Corinthians 13:4).

After all, isn’t this the way God deals with us? He doesn’t wait until we’re 
perfect before He’ll love us; He accepts us just as we are. He is patient 
with us, and when we turn to Him and by faith open our hearts to Christ, 
He welcomes us and makes us part of His family forever. And just as He 
has patience with us, so we need to have patience with others and their 
shortcomings. The Bible says, “Encourage the disheartened, help the 
weak, be patient with everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).

Welcome your aunt, then, and ask God to help you be patient with her 
and take an interest in her concerns. Elsewhere in your letter, you mention 
that she lives alone now, and undoubtedly she looks forward to these 
gatherings. Think of them as opportunities to bless her and minister to her.

At the same time, ask God to help your aunt become more concerned 
about others. Sharing family stories around the table or engaging her in 
personal conversations might help with this. In addition, ask God to show 
you ways you can help her understand the importance of living for Christ 
and for others, and not just for ourselves.

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Just a few more days and we’ll 
be free of the epic discomfiture that 
has been the 2016 presidential 
campaign. Here are a few things we 
should hope to never hear or see 
again:

- “Move the needle.” The worn out 
phrase is employed when commen-
tators tell us that debates, speeches 

and news developments mean basi-
cally nothing. It’s punditry’s favorite 
cop out, only used when things 
don’t move the needle.

• “I take full responsibility.” 
Political-speak for “I will not take 
responsibility.”

• Paul Begala. Taking over 
the title of Most Annoying Paid 
Advocate, previously held by the 
husband-wife team of James 

Carville and Mary Matalin, Begala’s 
appearances on CNN underscore 
why having surrogates share the 
stage with bonafide news reporters 
is a terrible idea. And CNN has a 
raft of such hangers-on, including 
Trump apologists Jeffery Lord and 
Kayleigh McEnany.

• “Pivot.” It’s a useful word on the 
basketball court and the dance floor. 
In politics it’s time for analysts to 
pivot to another term.

• “Hit.” Trump gets the blame for 
promoting the notion that campaign-
ing is a martial art: “When I’m hit, I 
hit back harder.” Alas, throughout 
the ‘16 campaign, commentators 
and candidates embraced the 
expression, tossing politics to the 
mat.

• Instant polls. Even after Trump 
took advantage of online polls that 
are easily manipulated by campaign 
staff and supporters, many repu-
table news organizations continued 
to conduct them. Legitimate polls 
have become tedious enough, fake 
polls are a misleading waste.

• “Prosecute.” Funny, isn’t it, how 
pundits on competing networks 

latch on to each other’s lingo? Even 
a perfectly reasonable word like 
prosecute, fine when used in a court 
of law, quickly becomes overused 
and grating in the political world. 
“She didn’t really prosecute the 
case against him on the tax issue.” 
Blah, blah.

• Old Glory. Trump set some kind 
of record for the number of Ameri-
can flags squeezed into a single TV 
shot. Even Michelle Obama gave a 
stump speech in front of a flag that 
seemed as huge as the ones that 

require 100 guys to unfurl on a foot-
ball field. Patriotism isn’t measured 
by the size or number of flags.

• Countdown clocks! Nothing, 
not Trump’s sniffling or Clinton’s 
cackling, was as annoying as the 
cable-TV countdown clocks. And 
remember, there are only 2.1 million 
minutes until the 2020 election.

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.©2016 
Peter Funt.

Some things that should come to an end, and along with 2016 election, won’t be missed
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SEPTIC 
SYSTEMS
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS
Residential & Commercial

(281) 858-1553
www.brownaerobic.com

Look for us on 
Facebook

Tax season is quickly approach-
ing, but free income tax preparation 
and filing is available for low to 
moderate income residents, Feb. 
1 through April 13, at the following 
local libraries through AARP Tax 
Aide: Freeport – Mondays;

Brazoria – Tuesdays; 
Angleton - Wednesdays;  
and Lake Jackson – Thursdays.  

Contact your local library to confirm 
times and closings for holidays.

Tax Aide prepared more than 
1200 tax returns at these loca-
tions each of the last three years. 
If interested in joining our efforts to 
help others with tax preparations 
and filing, please contact (979) 
341-9322.  

All tax law and software training, 
tax publications, and background 
checks are provided free of charge.

Pictured are the volunteers who 
participated in last year’s program.

Tax preparation help will be available at libraries

 Texas Trails has loaned the 
Quanah Parker and Cynthia Parker 
Photo Exhibit to the Brazoria Histori-
cal Museum.  

There is no charge to see the 
exhibit. It is located at 208 W. Smith 
Street in the Railroad Museum 
Building.  

Quanah Parker was the last 
Comanche Chief in the late 1800s.  
His mother, Cynthia Ann Parker, 
was stolen as a child from her family 
and lived with the Indians for over 
30 years.  

For more information, please call 
(979) 236-0241. 

Texas Trails loans 
photo exhibit to 

Brazoria museum

Send your community announce-
ments to john.bulletin@gmail.com
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Americans still sharply split on global 
warming, Pew Research Center poll finds
By Michael Finnegan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Americans remain deeply polar-
ized on climate change, but broadly 
support increased reliance on solar 
and wind energy, a new poll has 
found.

The partisan split extends “across 
a host of beliefs about the expected 
effects of climate change, actions 
that can address changes to the 
Earth’s climate, and trust and 
credibility in the work of climate 
scientists,” the nonpartisan Pew 
Research Center survey reported.

“People on the ideological ends of 
either party — that is, liberal Demo-
crats and conservative Republicans 
— see the world through vastly 
different lenses across all of these 
judgments,” the report found.

The Pew survey is one of the 
most comprehensive independent 
polls documenting attitudes on 
global warming in recent years.

It found 76 percent of liberal 
Democrats said that cuts in power 
plant pollution can make a big differ-
ence in addressing climate change, 
while 29 percent of conservative 
Republicans agreed.

Similarly wide gaps emerged 
between liberal Democrats and con-
servative Republicans on whether 
other policies can make a big differ-
ence: an international agreement to 
limit carbon emissions; tougher fuel 
efficiency standards for cars and 
trucks; and corporate tax incentives 
to encourage businesses to reduce 
their carbon footprint.

Pew’s findings portend gruel-
ing political struggles ahead as 
the next president and Congress 
grapple with climate change, which 
President Barack Obama views 
as humanity’s greatest long-term 
threat.

Facing resistance from Republi-
cans in Congress, Obama has used 
his executive powers to try to curb 
global warming by, among other 
things, mandating cuts in pollution 
from coal-fired power plants.

Democratic presidential nominee 
Hillary Clinton has vowed to press 
forward with his climate agenda and 
build upon it.

Her GOP rival, Donald Trump, 
rejects science showing that carbon 
pollution from the burning of fossil 
fuels is warming the Earth and 
endangering civilization. 

If he is elected, he plans to with-
draw the U.S. from the nearly world-
wide Paris climate treaty mandating 
reductions in carbon emissions 
and lift all Obama administration 
restraints on the burning of coal, oil 
and gas.

Pew found wide partisan divides 
on the potential for environmental 
devastation from climate change, 
and what might be done about it.

But across the political spectrum, 
large majorities back expansion 
of solar panel and wind turbine 
farms — 83 percent of conserva-
tive Republicans and 97 percent 
of liberal Democrats. The poll also 
found widespread agreement on 
expanding wind energy.

What’s the latest development in the problematic efforts to generate electricity from ocean waves?
EarthTalk®

Wave power advocates cheered 
in September 2016 when Hawaii-
based Naval researchers started 
feeding power from two experimen-
tal offshore wave energy devices 
into the grid on nearby Oahu, 
representing the first time the Ameri-
can public could access electricity 
derived from ocean waves. The 
trickle of energy from these experi-
mental devices doesn’t amount to 
anything substantial yet, but wave 
energy’s potential is huge.

Analysts think we could derive 
at least a quarter of U.S. electricity 
needs by harnessing wave power 

around our coasts. Most other 
countries around the world have 
coastlines they could exploit for 
wave energy, as well, if engineers 
could create affordable technology 
to capture and transport the energy 
back to shore where it would be 
used to power local communities 
or get fed into existing larger power 
grids.

But just because we can tap 
ocean energy big time doesn’t mean 
we necessarily will, given the high 
costs of getting started, technical 
issues with maintaining offshore 
equipment, and the challenges of 
scaling up for mass consumption. 

The world’s first experimental wave 
farm, the Aguçadoura Wave Park off 
the coast of Portugal, went online 
in September 2008 with three wave 
energy converter machines, but 
ceased operations only two months 
later when bearings on the equip-
ment gave way, underscoring the 
technical challenges of running 
complicated heavy machinery in 
unstable marine environments.

While such technical prob-
lems may be frustrating, financial 
concerns loom larger over wave 
energy’s future. Two of the big-
gest wave energy endeavors in the 
world, Pelamis and Aquamarine, 
both based out of wave-battered 
Scotland, went belly up recently 
despite funding from the Scottish 
government and plans to build out 
the biggest wave energy farms in 

the world based on the success of 
earlier prototypes.

Aquamarine’s CEO John Malcolm 
chalked up his company’s demise to 
“the considerable financial, regula-
tory and technical challenges faced 
by the ocean energy sector as a 
whole.” Meanwhile, cheap natural 
gas and the surge in solar and wind 
power options have kept ocean 
energy on the back burner.
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Travel back in time at Austin Town Park on Nov. 5, learn abour life in ‘newly settled Tejas’
The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum will host Austin Town, an 
1832 Texas History experience, 
on Nov. 5. Visitors will witness this 
town come alive as volunteer inter-
preters portray the daily activities of 
settlers in the harsh, undeveloped 
land of newly settled Tejas.

Come meet historical characters 

in Jane Long’s Tavern, sample 
traditional food served in a Mexi-
can Jacale, witness the work of 
blacksmiths shaping metal, or smell 
the powder as the militia drills with 
their cannon.

Want to be a part of the action? 
Then, consider becoming a volun-
teer; serve as a costumed inter-

preter, demonstrate daily chores of 
early colonial settlers, or help with 
behind-the-scenes preparations. 
Whatever your interest, this event 
has something for you.

Austin Town is open to the public 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, from 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.
 Austin Town Park is located at 

the intersection of State Highway 
288 and Business 288, just north of 
Angleton at 22851 FM 521. 

Admission prices are $5 for 
adults and $3 for children under 

12 and senior citizens over 65. For 
more information, please contact 
the Brazoria County Historical 
Museum at (979) 864-1208 or 
www.bchm.org.

This event is proudly sponsored 
by Phillips 66 & BASF.
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and uplifting at the same time.  I 
highly recommend you listen to it, 
letting the beautiful orchestration 
and the carefully crafted lyrics take 
you to another time and place.  And 
I’ll bet you’ll agree that the emotions 
it will elicit and the setting it evokes 
are as strong as anything I could 
have written about that tragic day.

Writers of prose, be it fact or 
fiction, don’t have a monopoly on 
yarn-spinning; a story can be told in 
any number of ways.

A fat novel about the sad life of 
Eleanor Rigby couldn’t possibly be 
any more effective than the Beatles’ 
scant 208 words in the song.  And 
by all accounts the musical “Hamil-
ton” (I haven’t seen it; I’m waiting for 
the ticket prices to come down and 
a production to come closer than 

New York) captures that founding 
father’s unique life in a different, 
though not necessarily better, way 
than author Ron Chernow did in his 
excellent biography.

And nothing – not a shorty story, 
novel, play, song or poem – could 
tell of a son leaving home better 
than a single painting by Norman 
Rockwell titled “Breaking Home 
Ties.” When I teach my writing 
students how to interject details 
into their writing, I show them that 
picture.

Look hard at it. The boy and his 
father, surely waiting for a bus,  are 
looking in different directions – the 
man to the past, the boy to the 
future. The old dog senses some-
thing is up, and is already missing 
the boy that probably grew up with 
him. The boy is off to college, which 

is a world unknown and a little scary 
for the father.  And amid all those 
details, notice what’s not there: the 
mother. Which makes the imminent 
separation of these two all the more 
important.

That one canvas is a short 
course in storytelling. In fact, most 
of Rockwell’s paintings are. The old 
adage about there being more than 
one way to skin a cat might be true, 
though I’ve never seen the logic of 
such an enterprise.  But this I do 
know: there are many more ways 
than one way to tell a story.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Students attending Alvin Commu-
nity College with plans to transfer to 
a university will get an opportunity to 
learn more about where to continue 
their education during University 
Day on Nov. 8.

It will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the ACC Campus Café, in E 
building. For more information, call 
(281) 756-3531.

Students who attend ACC to 
earn basic courses with the intent 
to transfer to a four-year institution 
may find it difficult to visit all of the 
campuses they’re interested in.

University Day is designed to 
give students the opportunity to 
speak with schools representatives, 
without visiting that school, saving 
students time and cost.

More than 100 students attend 
the annual University Day event, 
where representatives from more 
than 30 colleges and universities 
provide information to students 
interested in transferring.

Students can learn a variety of 
details about the universities they 
are interested in while visiting with 
the recruiters..

Representatives from Sam Hous-
ton State, University of Houston, 
Texas A&M, and many more will be 
at the event.

University Day at 
ACC on Nov. 8

Telling a story can take on many forms other than writing
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The Brazoria Heritage Foundation is sponsoring the Pumpkin Patch at 
the Brazoria Civic Center, 202 W. Smith Street, until Oct. 31. Come take 
photos with your children in the hay stack and buy a pumpkin for $5. For 
more information, call (979) 236-0241

Heritage Foundation Pumpkin Patch open
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Why refrigerators sap 
the flavor and aroma 
from ripe tomatoes

By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

If you’re one of those people who puts toma-
toes in the fridge, you are going to want to stop. 
Now.

Sure, chilling a tomato will keep it looking fresh 
for a longer period of time than if you left it on the 
counter, but it will also drain all that earthy, slightly 
grassy, distinctive tomato taste right out of the 
fruit. (And, yes, tomato is a fruit.)

Scientists and foodies have known for some 
time that cooling tomatoes is detrimental to their 
flavor, but they were not exactly sure why — until 
now.

According to new study in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences, when a 
tomato’s environment drops below 68 degrees, 
the genes responsible for making it taste like a 
tomato get turned off.

“Basically, the tomato gets cold and tells itself 
to stop making these aroma compounds,” said 
Denise Tieman, a research associate professor 
at the Plant Innovation Center at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville.

“The change is irreversible,” she added.
Tieman has been studying the science of 

tomato flavor for at least a decade. Previously 
she discovered that tomatoes taste the way they 
do because of a combination of sugars, acids 
and a collection of chemicals that scientists call 
volatile compounds or aroma compounds.

“Aroma compounds are what you smell, and 
they make up the wonderful part of the flavor,” 
Tieman said. “The sugars and acids are what you 
taste on the tongue, but there would be no excite-
ment to the flavor without the aroma compounds.”

In previous work, the authors had shown that 
a refrigerated tomato has the same amount of 
sugars and acids as a freshly picked tomato, but 
significantly less aroma compounds.

The first experiments in the new study were 
designed to determine how long it takes for a 
tomato to start losing its aromatic chemicals. The 
group compared tomatoes that had been chilled 
for one, three and seven days with those that had 
just been picked. They found that tomatoes that 
had been chilled for seven days showed the least 
number of volatiles, but that even after three days 
of chilling there was still a significant decrease in 
the number of aroma compounds compared with 
a freshly picked tomato.

Experiments revealed that the proteins respon-
sible for assembling the aroma compounds were 
less abundant in chilled tomatoes than in freshly 
picked tomatoes. Further analysis revealed that 
the genes that code for these aroma compounds 
are turned off in a process called methylation 
when a tomato stays in a chilly environment for 
too long.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: I need proof that I receive Medicare benefits. Where can I get a 
letter proving that?

A: If you need proof that you get Social Security benefits, Supplemen-
tal Security Income, or Medicare, get an instant benefit verification letter 
online by using your personal my Social Security account. If you don’t 
receive benefits, your letter will serve as proof that you don’t receive ben-
efits. If you recently applied for benefits, the letter will make that clear as 
well. The information on your benefit verification letter will include informa-
tion that applies to your situation. You can set up your secure, personal my 
Social Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
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The magic of Aix-en-Provence
By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  Westminster Abbey, the Eiffel 
Tower, the Sistine Chapel - these 
are some of the reasons you came 
to Europe. They’re also why millions 
of other tourists are here as well. 
Nothing kills a sightseeing buzz 
like waiting in line for hours to see 
a popular sight or being crammed 
shoulder to shoulder as you squint 
up at Michelangelo’s masterpiece. 

  Then there are places where 
the city itself is the main - or only 
- attraction, allowing you to avoid 
the hordes and linger as long as 
you want. In France’s sunny south, 
Aix-en-Provence is one of those 
magical destinations.

  Located north of Marseille in 
the foothills of the Alps, Aix may 
not have any blockbuster sights, 
but its old center offers a postcard-
worthy square around every corner. 
It’s famous for its outdoor markets 
and handsome pedestrian lanes, 
as well as its cultivated, bon vivant 
residents. Nowhere else in France 
is “l’art de vivre” (the art of living) so 
stylishly displayed.

  The main boulevard, Cours 
Mirabeau, is designed for the rich 
and famous to strut their fancy 
stuff. This “Champs-Elysees of 
Provence,” lined with 17th- and 
18th-century mansions, divides the 
higgledy-piggledy old town and the 
stately Mazarin Quarter. It survives 
much as it was: narrow for traf-
fic and very wide for pedestrians, 
who would promenade under their 
elegant mansions. To this day, 
Cours Mirabeau remains the place 
for trendiness. 

  One of the best places to take 
it all in is Les Deux Garcons cafe. It 

was once frequented by hometown 
artist Paul Cezanne, and remains 
the top hangout on the boulevard. 
Peek inside at its classic old interior. 
The Cezanne family hat shop was 
next door. Cezanne’s dad parlayed 
that successful business into a 
bank, then into greater wealth, set-
ting up his son to be free to enjoy 
his artistic pursuits.

  Paul Cezanne loved Aix-en-
Provence. He studied law at the 
university, and produced most of 
his paintings in and around his 
hometown - even though, at the 
time, this conservative town really 
didn’t understand him or his art. 
Cezanne’s rather impersonal can-
vases can be difficult to appreciate. 
Bowls of fruit, landscapes and a few 
portraits were Cezanne’s passion. 
Because of his style – cube-shaped 
blocks of paint – he is often called 
the first “modern” painter.

 Cezanne was virtually unknown 
and unappreciated in his lifetime. 
Estranged from his wife and son 
– who lived in Paris – he worked 
alone, lived alone and died alone, 
shunned by all but a few revolution-
ary young artists who understood 
his genius. 

  Today the city fathers milk any-
thing remotely related to his years 
here. While there’s almost no actual 
art by Cezanne in Aix, fans of the 
artist will want to pick up the “In the 
Footsteps of Cezanne” self-guided-
tour flier at the tourist information 
office and follow the bronze pave-
ment markers around town. 

  About a 30-minute walk from the 
city center is Atelier Cezanne, the 
artist’s last studio. It has been pre-
served as it was when he died and 
is open to the public. Although there 
is no art here, his tools and personal 
belongings make it worthwhile for 
enthusiasts. Look for porcelain 

vases, paper or fabric flowers, a 
small plaster cupid, and other items 
that turn up in his famous still lifes. 

  As you wander the city like 
Cezanne did, stroll into the Mazarin 
Quarter. Built in a grid plan during 
the reign of King Louis XIV, it 
remains a peaceful, elegant residen-
tial neighborhood - although each 
of its mansions now houses several 
families rather than just one. The 
Place de Quatre Dauphins (Square 
of the Four Dolphins) has a fountain 
inspired by Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s 
masterpieces in Rome. 

  Cross Cours Mirabeau and head 
for Aix’s old town, where inviting 
pedestrian streets hum with activity. 
Travelers who plan well enjoy the 
most vivid experience: Aix’s farmers’ 
market is a classic Provencal scene 
- rustic farmers selling fresh produce 
under the shade of graceful plane 
trees. Place Richelme hosts a lively 
market, as it has since the 1300s. 
The cafes at the end of the square 
are ideal for savoring the market 
ambience: Pause for a drink at one 
or get a fresh-baked snack at a local 
“boulangerie.”

  Aix has a timeless, linger-longer 
quality. It was that way when the 
French king made the town his 
administrative capital of Provence, 

and it’s that way today. For a tourist, 
it’s happily free of any obligatory 
turnstiles. It’s just a wealthy town 
filled with people - most of whom, it 
seems, know how to live well and 
look good. Once you surrender to 
its charms, you may never want to 

leave.
(Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.)

Rick Steve’s Europe

IF YOU VISIT...
  SLEEPING: Pavillon de la Torse is an upscale B&B in a park-like set-

ting (splurge, www.latorse.com). Hotel des Quatre Dauphins is an Old World 
place in the quiet Mazarin Quarter (moderate, www.lesquatredauphins.fr). 

  EATING: Les Deux Garcons is a vintage French brasserie along the 
central boulevard (splurge, 53 Cours Mirabeau, tel. 04 42 26 00 51). Le 
Papagayo, on a traffic-free esplanade in the Old Town, offers a good selec-
tion of salads, daily specials and trendy burgers (moderate, 22 Place Forum 
des Cardeurs, tel. 04 42 23 98 35).

  GETTING AROUND: The city is made for walking, though you may 
want to take an electric minibus (Line A) to Cezanne’s studio.

  TOURIST INFORMATION: www.aixenprovencetourism.com.

Baroque architecture gives a stately beauty to the French city of Aix-en-Provence. Here, two “telamones” - male 
figures used as columns - appear to hold up a balcony on Cours Mirabeau. (Rick Steves, Rick Steves’ Europe)
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Just say he took to the 
bottle young

Steve Young: Super Bowl 
champion … Hall of Famer … 
designated driver …

According to Young’s just just-
published autobiography, “QB: My 
Life Behind the Spiral,” his high-
school chums were well aware 
that he was a devout Mormon. 
In fact, at the very first party he 
attended, a teammate took him 
to the fridge and showed him a 
bottle of milk, saying, “That’s for 
you, Young.”

“I laughed. So did they,” Young 
wrote. “It became standard 
procedure for them to have milk 
on hand at every party I attended. 
They never pressured me to 
drink. When my buddies held a 
beer-guzzling contest, I guzzled 
milk. It’s the one contest I always 
lost. Apparently, it’s a lot easier to 
guzzle beer than milk.”
Get your kicks on Route 6-6

Modern football got jolted back 
to the Leather Helmet Age in 
Glendale, Ariz., recently, when the 
Seahawks and Cardinals slogged 
to a 6-6 stalemate.

As for the rematch in Seattle 
on Dec. 14, oddsmakers have 
installed the Hawks as 21/2-punt 
favorites.
Mum’s the word

Pop star Ciara refused to 
confirm or deny the rumors when 
Access Hollywood asked if she 
and Seahawks husband Russell 
Wilson are expecting a baby.

So don’t start mass-producing 
those “Ciara Madre” T-shirts just 
yet.
Sugar Shaq

Hoops Hall of Famer Shaquille 
O’Neal just purchased a Krispy 
Kreme outlet in downtown Atlanta.

In other words, Shaq’s odds of 
getting a speeding ticket in Atlanta 
are suddenly much lower than his 
career free-throw percentage.
Quote marks

—Jim Barach of WCHS-TV in 
Charleston, W.Va., on reports that 
World Series tickets for games 
at Wrigley Field are going for as 
much as $6,000: “Which isn’t that 
unreasonable, given that fans 
have had 108 years to save their 
money for it.”

Brenda Genant, President of Chapter DA of P.E.O. International, 
presented new member Kathy Sanford (left) of Lake Jackson with her 
pin. P.E.O. is a philanthropic organization where women celebrate the 
advancement of women; educate women through scholarships, grants, 
awards, loans and stewardship of Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri.

SIDELINE CHATTER Sanford receives P.E.O. pin
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November 5, 19
December 3, 17

9am - 3pm
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BOWER  MAIZE  MEMORY  TRAGIC
Answer: The graffiti vandal was arrested for a -- GRIME CRIME

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Pace yourself. You 
feel invigorated and energetic but you would be wise 
to channel it properly. Don’t spread yourself too thin 
or scatter your money or energies. You may find true 
inspiration from unlikely sources.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Pass the torch. As part 
of a team you are expected to perform your fair share 
of the job and must rely upon others to do theirs. This 
week you may find that someone else can supply the 
energy or expertise you lack.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Create camaraderie 
with displays of compliance. You can accomplish much 
more when the subject of who gets the credit isn’t an 
issue. This is a good week to demonstrate a coopera-
tive spirit especially at work or on the job.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Optimism and a 
positive attitude attract success while fear and doubt 
attracts problems. As this week unfolds, make yourself 
available for public functions and outings where you 
can meet valuable new contacts.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Too many friends are like 
too many cooks who spoil the broth. In the week 
ahead, you might be overwhelmed by group activities 
or interactions with the public. Focus on gathering 
useful information in the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Make some of your 
dreams come true. In the week to come, you can be 
in perfect harmony with a loved one about the plan for 
a profitable venture. Buy things of lasting quality and 
with long term usefulness in mind.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The best answer to a 
dilemma will come when you least expect it. You may 
receive responses you do not expect, but they will lead 
you in the right direction. This is a good week to receive 
sound advice about your health.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Dream your time away 
without investing money on the insubstantial. There is 
nothing you can buy that you can’t live without. Don’t 
waste cash in the week to come. You are better suited to 
pursuing creative activities.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Circumstances 
may make you feel you must rush through daily tasks. If 
you are not on the clock, take all the time you need to get 
the job done right. Keep the purse strings drawn tightly in 
the week to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Think your way into 
an improved state of mind. This might be a good week to 
develop useful, practical and healthy habits, such as put-
ting the dishes in the dishwasher after a meal or walking 
30 minutes a day.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Be cynical. Look that 
gift horse in the mouth this week. Focus on fattening up 
your piggy bank. If someone offers you words of wisdom, 
put them to good use. Any assistance you receive is going 
to be infinitely valuable.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Use your inner compass 
to find a better direction. Discuss your intentions with a 
friend or trusted confidant in the week ahead. Establish 
boundaries as to what you can, and cannot, accomplish 
and go from there.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Oct. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1517, theologian Martin Luther 
posted his 95 theses on the door 
of the Castle Church at Wittenberg, 
Germany, highlighting what he 
considered abuses and errors of the 
Roman Catholic Church and spark-
ing the Protestant Reformation. In 
1984, Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated by two 
Sikh security guards.

Nov. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1604, 
Shakespeare’s Othello was first 
presented in London. 

In 1952, the United States tested 
its first hydrogen bomb in the Mar-
shall Islands.

Nov. 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, President Truman surprised 
prognosticators by narrowly winning 
election over Republican challenger 
Thomas E. Dewey.

 In 1959, game-show contestant 
Charles Van Doren admitted to a 
House subcommittee that he had 
been given questions and answers 
before appearances on the NBC-TV 
game show “Twenty-One.”

Nov. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1952, 
Clarence Birdseye put frozen peas 
on the market. In 1994, 12 jurors 
were seated at the O.J. Simpson 
murder trial in Los Angeles.

Nov. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1862, 

the Gatling gun was patented. In 
1922, the tomb of Tutankhamen 
was discovered in Egypt.

Nov. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1956, 
Britain and France started landing 
forces in Egypt during the Egyptian-
Israeli conflict over the Suez Canal. 
A cease-fire was declared two days 
later. In 1994, former President 
Reagan disclosed he had Alzheim-
er’s disease.

Nov. 6: ON THIS DATE in 
1860, former Illinois congressman 
Abraham Lincoln defeated three 
other candidates for the presidency. 
In 1913, Mohandas K. Gandhi was 
arrested as he led a march of Indian 
miners in South Africa.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1896, 
William McKinley defeated William 
Jennings Bryan to win the U.S. 
presidency.

This week’s question: In 
1982, who succeeded the late 
Leonid Brezhnev as leader of the 
Soviet Union?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• In the early 17th century, the famous Italian painter Caravaggio was 

brought to trial for chucking a plate of artichokes in a waiter’s face.
• A 2012 study found that more than 80% of adults in Alaska were regis-

tered organ donors, compared to only 12.7% in New York.
• The Amazonian frog Lithodytes lineatus gives off a chemical scent that 

makes ants think it’s one of them, so they don’t attack it.
• Certified organic decaf coffee must be made with the Swiss Water 

Method, which only uses water to extract caffeine from the beans.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy 
Evening” rhyme scheme
5 Govt. org. with a “Safety Com-
pass” blog
9 Under-the-tree pile
14 Silly smile, maybe
15 Snack with a white center
16 Garnish
17 “Gotcha!”
19 Brawl

20 Menlo Park initials
21 Those, in Oaxaca
22 __ mater
23 Gear on a tour bus
24 “Gotcha!”
28 They blow off steam
30 Bugged by a bug
31 Like a twisted remark
32 Within: Pref.
33 Hive-dwelling
35 “Gotcha!”

41 College declaration
42 Feminizing finish
44 Icarus, to Daedalus
47 Snooze
48 Add to a scrapbook, say
51 Significance of this puzzle’s 
circled letters (gotcha again!)
54 Map rtes.
55 Drop-off point
56 Charlie’s fourth wife
57 201, on a monument
58 Carillon sounds
60 Today’s “Gotcha!”
62 Cookout spot
63 Willing
64 “A __ for Emily”: Faulkner short 
story
65 Not in a slump?
66 “Iliad” deity
67 Stops equivocating

DOWN
1 Stir up
2 Military equipment
3 Designated park trail
4 DiFranco of folk rock
5 Greets wordlessly
6 Three-note chords
7 Have a feeling
8 Peat source
9 Leg, to a film noir detective
10 Model of perfection
11 Trail
12 Seismometer detection
13 Duplicitous
18 Self-produced recording, per-
haps
25 Slangy golf term for nervousness 
while putting, with “the”
26 Everything-in-the-pot stew
27 __ Bator
29 Mary Oliver output
33 __ Lingus
34 Babushka’s denial
36 Actress Kaczmarek with seven 
Emmy nominations
37 Ventura County resort city
38 Keystone force
39 Kid-sized ice cream order
40 Price per can, e.g.
43 Stores in a farm tower
44 Vast grassland
45 “Goodness gracious”
46 Cancel out
48 “I have the worst luck!”
49 John Denver’s “__ Song”
50 Corporate emblem
52 Dig find
53 Wall Street phrase
59 Pink-elephant spotter, stereotypi-
cally
60 Ottoman bigwig
61 To and __
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
PENN  CAGE  IRONS  CROWE  HANKS  SPACEY  PACINO
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• A study found that women have, on average, 43% more cells in their 
olfactory bulb than men do, which is why they can smell more smells.

• Research shows that people rarely laugh at things that are objectively 
humorous—laughter is more about relationships than humor.

• Research shows that conversational interrupters are seen as more mas-
culine than those who don’t interrupt, regardless of their gender.

• According to a 2007 study, people interrupt close friends or family more 
than they interrupt strangers.

• Drake beat Michael Jackson’s record for the most American Music Award 
nominations in one year, with 13 nominations in 2016.

• Around 7 percent of all U.S. households don’t have a bank account.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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