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She came home with a high temperature, feeling very ill. The next
morning, her legs gave out when
she tried to get out of bed. By that
evening, she was so weak she could
barely move.
It was 1951 when polio struck her.
She was 12 years old, just starting
the 8th grade. The nation was in a
panic then. The ambulance driver
wouldn’t take her to the hospital for
fear other patients might become
infected.
Her father told her not to worry.
He said she had a new virus and
called it “Virus X.” Her uncle had a
car, and he drove her to the hospital.
She was placed in a ward with other
children with polio. She found this
odd. She told the nurse she didn’t
have polio. She had Virus X - just
like her father said.
The nurse nodded, but said there
was a possibility it was polio. Now
she was really worried - worried
about her family. She wrote her
parents a letter. She hinted that she
may have polio, but that she’d be
O.K. Her father cried aloud when he
read it.
The Health Department quarantined her family. They posted a
notice on the front door of her home.
For two weeks, the life span of the
virus, no one was to visit. Only her
(Continued on Page 4)
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Veterans participated recently in the Brazoria County Fair Parade. Each year The Bulletin runs special
pages saluting our veterans in honor of Veterans Day. Turn to Pages 10-13 in this issue. We thank you for
your service.

County housing market booming, but incomes stagnate
By Sharon Toth
Publisher

Brazoria County is a leader in the
single family home rental market in
the Houston area, and there are a
whopping 60 new home subdivision
construction projects under way
with a median listing of $300,000,
but income is not keeping pace with
housing costs, an economist told

Nov. 18

those attending the annual meeting
of the Economic Alliance of Brazoria
County recently in Angleton.
“That is about the only negative
spot here,” said Scott Davis with
Meyers Research. “With a median
income of $74,000 ... that could lead
to affordability problems,” he noted.
Income has remained about the
same, he said, while housing costs

have pushed upward as 50,000
new residents have moved into
the county since 2010, making our
population about the same as that
of Montgomery County.
And many are deciding to rent,
rather than buy.
“In the last five years, there is
a phenomenal interest in leas-

(Continued on Page 7)

He rarely talked about the war.
Maybe he should have, because it
affected almost everything about
him.
He let my mother raise me. He
kept his distance. We became
separated when I was 10 years old,
by politics between the East and
the West and by my parents’ rocky
relationship.
I remember
those few times
we talked about
his life during
WWII. I was 10
years old when
my mother and I
RAMBLINGS fled Soviet-occupied Hungary. My
father stayed behind. The plan was
that he would join us later after we
settled down. That never happened.
Both of my parents survived
WWII and struggled during the early
post-war years in Budapest, which
was heavily bombed by the western
allies as they tried to push the Nazis
out of the city.
My mother’s main task was
survival during the war. My father’s
was survival while also serving in
the country’s military as a teen-age
soldier.
The horrors he saw remained
with him. At the end of the war, he
was a battle-worn veteran and still a
teen-ager. The war was over, but his
battle continued.
When I was old enough to start
asking questions about the big war,
there were few answers. It was
something the survivors, at least my

(Continued on Page 9)
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Sixth annual statewide veterans hiring event to be held in 29 Texas cities

AUSTIN – The Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC), in partnership
with 28 local workforce development
boards and the Texas Veterans
Commission, will host veterans
hiring fairs in 29 cities throughout
Texas on Thursday, Nov. 9. TWC’s
sixth annual Hiring Red, White &
You! statewide hiring fair is a joint
initiative supported by the Office
of the Governor, the Texas Medical Center and the Texas Veterans

Commission to connect veterans
and their spouses in Texas with
employers who are seeking veterans’ exceptional skills.
“Few things are as important
as taking care of those who have
served and defended our freedom,”
said Governor Greg Abbott. “The
Hiring Red, White & You! events
reflect Texas’ commitment to helping
those who have already sacrificed
so much. I encourage all Texas

NO, NO, WAIT! I WAS KIDDING TOO, OFFICERS! A man sitting in a hot tub at a hotel in Mission Valley, Calif., got into a casual conversation with a woman and two men who happened to be in there with
them. They said they were staying at the hotel because their crack lab
blew up. So he said he was a drug dealer, too. They were joking. He was
not. To make matters worse, his new acquaintances were sheriff’s deputies who were in town for a narcotics training course. He was arrested.
THIS IS THE HAPPIEST DAY OF MY LIFE! A man came home
from work in Anderson, Calif., to find an undressed woman he did not
know sleeping in his bed. She had apparently broken in.
WELL, IT DIDN’T SEEM DANGEROUS TO ME: A man stood
on top of his car as it moved slowly through the streets of Bengbu City,
China, and then put his legs through the open sunroof to steer the vehicle with his feet as it approached an intersection. When he saw police, he
climbed inside and attempted to drive away. He explained to them that he
had just made a successful business deal that was going to make him a
lot of money, and that he had gotten drunk to celebrate.
OH, ABSOLUTELY, YOUR HONOR, NO PROBLEM AT ALL! A
judge in Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, found six teenage boys guilty of sharing inappropriate images of girls without their consent, and ordered them
not to look at pornography on the Internet for nine months.
HERE, YOU TAKE HIM! A woman jumped out of a stolen truck in
which she was a passenger when she saw that police were following it
through the streets of Portland, Ore. She was carrying a two-year-old
child, and tried to get into passing vehicles as she fled, finally opening
the door of a car and tossing the toddler inside.
TRUTH IN ADVERTISING: An auto shop in Pueblo, Colo., was
shut down and the owner arrested because he was selling meth, heroin
and cocaine to customers who came in to have their vehicles repaired.
Police became suspicious of the name of the establishment: “Get Your
Fix Automotive.”
I FELT IT WAS A PERFECTLY REASONABLE REQUEST:
A man trashed a 7-Eleven in Santa Ana, Calif., causing $2,000 worth of
damage, and assaulted the clerk after he refused to sell him beer after
hours or allow him to borrow his cell phone.
WE JUST REALLY HIT IT OFF: A 53-year-old married woman
was caught having intimate relations with a 23-year-old inmate in the
back seat of a car in the parking lot of a minimum security prison in
Fauquier, County, Va.
TOO LATE, BUB! A man was arrested for repeatedly walking up to
the door of a gas station in Mobile, Ala., with his pants down at 3:40 in
the morning. He pulled his pants up just as police were arriving.

employers to help ensure our veterans receive employment after they
return home.”
The multi-city event is designed
to assist veterans, service members and their spouses as they
seek their next career opportunity.
Employers participate at no cost
and are encouraged to contact their
local Workforce Solutions Office
for more information. Over the past
five years, Hiring Red, White & You!
has connected more than 58,000
veterans with over 8,400 employers.
This is an excellent opportunity for
employers to meet our veterans and
realize their value in the workforce

FOR SALE: 2016
Polaris ZRZ Fox ATV.
Only 27.3 miles on it!
900cc. Like new! See at
20321 CR 510-C, Brazoria. Call 979-798-8948 or
979-709-0865
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in a face-to-face environment.
“Texas veterans possess an
unmatched level of leadership,
integrity, and skills obtained through
service to our country,” said TWC
Chairman Andres Alcantar. “We are
proud to partner on the Hiring Red,
White & You! Statewide job fairs,
which connect Texas employers with
these highly-coveted and skilled

veterans.”
The Texas Veterans Commission is preparing veterans for these
hiring fairs by assisting them with
applications and résumés, interviewing techniques, as well as one-onone counseling services.
“Veteran employment programs
and events like Hiring Red, White &
You! are extremely beneficial to all
Texans,” said Texas Veterans Commission Executive Director Thomas
Palladino.

Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Q. Are you one of the 30 million Americans who met their
romantic partner on an online
dating site (Pew Research
Center)? If so, you’ve helped
generate billions of pieces of
data, ripe for analysis, including one broad category of “deal
breakers.” Can you identify any
of them?
A. As reported by John Bohannon on “sciencemag.org,” sociologist Elizabeth Bruch and team
randomly selected 1855 people
from New York City registered on
an “established, marriage-oriented
dating site” that produced some
1.1 million interactions (“Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences”). Their initial finding?
“When it comes to the early state
of dating, it seems to be all about
the deal breakers”: Without a
photo, both men and women were
20 times less likely to look further.
Also, smoking could drop interest
some 10-fold. And the biggest
deal-breaker was age, for women
at least, who were “400 times
less likely to browse the profile
of a man significantly older than
herself.” However, women in their
40s were 10 percent more likely to
show interest in a man 55-years-

old than in one her own age. Not
surprisingly, men in their 40s
showed more interest in younger
women.
Other findings? Women were
10 times more likely to browse the
profile of a guy six inches taller,
whereas men were about three
times more likely to browse hers.
Plus, men were less likely to show
interest in a heavy-set woman,
“whereas women showed little
aversion to - with some showing
even more interest in - heavier-set
men.”
Overall, these deal-breakers
were less pronounced in the
second (messaging) stage of
online dating.
Q. Is it true that elephants,
because of their enormous size
and weight, need a lot of restorative sleep?
A. Actually, it’s quite the opposite. A recent study shows that
wild elephants may set the new
sleep record of needing only two
hours per day, beating out horses
at two hours, 53 minutes, says
Susan Milius in “Science News”
magazine. Much of that sleep
occurs standing up, with their lying
down only once every three or
four days; in fact, elephants can
even skip a night’s sleep without
needing extra naps later, report
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neuroethologist Paul Manger and
colleagues in “PLOS ONE.” On
the other hand, those in zoos and
enclosures have been shown to
snooze from three to seven hours
in a 24-hour period.
Generally, it appears that larger
species need less sleep and
smaller species need more, with
some bats, for example, routinely
sleeping up to 18 hours a day.
Perhaps, says Manger, “building
and maintaining an elephant body
may take more feeding time than
maintaining a little bat body.”
Q. Lightning is better understood than people think. When
was the electrical nature of
lightning first understood and
by whom?
A. As early as the 1750s, Benjamin Franklin and French physicist Thomas-Francois Dalibard
(1709-1778) were drawn to the
subject, says lightning specialist
Brian Burrows of Oxfordshire, UK,
writing in “New Scientist” magazine. Franklin is also credited with
suggesting use of an elevated,
earthed metal rod to protect
buildings, an idea “quickly taken
up by the Royal Navy, which had
lost many wooden ships from fires
caused by lightning strikes.”
Further adding to our knowledge was the invention of the
Boys camera (1926), which
allowed sequential photographs of
lightning flashes. In South Africa,
Basil Schonland took numerous
photos at a rate equivalent to
26,000 frames a second to reveal
some of lightning’s previously
unknown aspects, including that
a typical thundercloud has both
positive and negative charges.
As for Franklin lightning conductors, they don’t do anything
much to prevent lightning or to
discharge the cloud; instead they
provide a preferred attachment
point to a building for a downwards leader, so the lightning
current can be conducted safely
to the ground.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Deal of the week: Inexpensive
advertising that works is our
specialty. Call (979) 849-5407
and see for yourself.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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Together we can overcome: How a little girl beat polio with the help of her friends and family
(Continued from Page 1)

father could leave to go to work.
Within two weeks, the polio had
ravaged her body. Her arms and
legs were in various degrees of
paralysis. She could barely lift her
head. She was relocated to the D.T.
Watson Home for Crippled Children
in Sewickley, PA. Her long, painful
rehabilitation would just begin.
It was one year before she could
move back home. She wore leg
braces and needed crutches to
get around. Her school’s principal

feared for her safety - he recommended she not return. But her
father would have none of that. He
was determined that she be treated
no differently than anyone else, and
she returned to school.
She did get help, though.
Neighbors who had cars took turns
transporting her. The school scheduled her classes so that she had to
ascend the stairs only one time a
day. Classmates carried her books.
Her rehab continued two years.
She would need crutches the rest of

My Answer by Billy Graham

True belief in Christ means committing your life to Him

Q: Many people I know say
they believe in Jesus, even if
they don’t go to church or anything. Is believing in Jesus all it
really takes to get into heaven?
- M.K.K.
A: Many people do say they
believe in Jesus, but what do they
actually mean? Perhaps they
believe Jesus existed; they also
may believe His teachings are
worth following; they may even
believe He was the divine Son of
God, sent from heaven to save
us from our sins (as the Bible
teaches).
And yet for far too many
people, one thing is still missing,
and that is commitment. To put it
another way, they have believed
in their minds, but they’ve never
acted on it. They’ve never personally committed themselves to
Christ and invited Him to come
into their lives to change them

and make them part of His family.
Let me illustrate it this way.
Suppose you went hiking one
day, and you came to a footbridge
crossing a deep valley. You
examined it, and it looked sturdy;
you also saw other hikers safely
crossing it. In your mind, therefore, you had faith in that bridge;
you believed it would hold you.
But simply believing the bridge
would hold you wouldn’t get you
to the other side! In addition,
you’d have to put your trust in it
and actually commit yourself to it.
Only then would you really believe
in that bridge.
The same is true with Jesus
Christ. We may believe He is the
Son of God; we may even believe
He can forgive us and save us.
But we only truly believe in Jesus
when we personally commit our
lives to Him. Have you taken that
step of commitment? Jesus said,
“You believe in God; believe also
in me” (John 14:1).
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

her life, but her braces were finally
off. Then one day, sick of depending
on others, she decided to walk to
school - a journey up a steep Pittsburgh hill more than one mile away.
Her mother, worried, went with her
that first day. It was a long, painful
walk, but she did it.
And in time, she walked to school
every day. In time, she was no
different than anyone else. Like her
sisters, she was beautiful, lively and

full of wit. She had many friends.
Her senior year, her classmates
voted her Queen of Carrick High
School for a spring track event.
Eventually, she married and had
four children (she now has seven
grandchildren).
Her name then was Cece Hartner, my mother’s sister.
When she and others were
suffering from polio, there was an
abundance of fear and doubt in

Did you know about polio?
• Polio is a viral disease which may affect the spinal cord, causing muscle
weakness and paralysis. The polio virus enters the body through the mouth,
usually from hands contaminated with the stool of an infected person.
• Polio invades the nervous system, and can cause total paralysis in a
matter of hours. ... 1 in 200 infections leads to irreversible paralysis (usually
in the legs). Among those paralysed, 5% to 10% die when their breathing
muscles become immobilized.
• The virus multiplies in the throat and gastrointestinal tract, then moves
into the bloodstream and is carried to the central nervous system, where it
replicates and destroys the motor neuron cells.
• In 1952, during the worst recorded epidemic, 3,145 people, including
1,873 children, in the United States died from polio. That same year over
200,000 people (including 4,000 children) died of cancer and 20,000 (including 1,500 children) died of tuberculosis.
• The first polio vaccine was the inactivated polio vaccine. It was developed by Jonas Salk and came into use in 1955. The oral polio vaccine was
developed by Albert Sabin and came into commercial use in 1961.

America. But the nation didn’t dwell
on what was wrong. We did what
Americans always do. We focused
on the solution. The March of Dimes
mobilized millions to raise money.
A long line of researchers,
including Dr. Jonas Salk, refused to
accept defeat. Together, we won.
On April 12, 1955, almost one year
after the trial began, Salk’s vaccine
was declared safe and effective.
It’s easy to hold clarity over
events that took place more than a
half century ago, but harder to do so
in current times.
We are in the midst of many challenges, and the nation would appear
to be divided. There are many
negative voices dwelling on what
is wrong. But I know we must pull
together and dwell instead on what
we can make right.
Just like my Aunt Cece did.
Copyright 2017 Tom Purcell.
Tom Purcell, author of “Misadventures of a 1970’s Childhood” and
“Wicked Is the Whiskey,” a Sean
McClanahan mystery novel, both
available at Amazon.com, is a
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist. Send comments to Tom
at Tom@TomPurcell.com.
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Texas Farm Bureau extends Hurricane Why young girls are at risk for anemia
relief application deadline to Dec. 1 By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
At the same time, the American

Farmers and ranchers with unreimbursed losses from Hurricane Harvey
have until Dec. 1 to apply for funds from the Texas Farm Bureau’s (TFB) Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund for Agriculture. The original deadline of Nov. 1 has
been extended to give affected farmers and ranchers more time to assess
losses and submit an application for assistance.
To apply for assistance, or to make a donation, visit the Texas Farm
Bureau website at http://texasfarmbureau.org.
“If you’re involved in agriculture, suffered damage from Harvey and are
in one of the declared federal disaster areas, apply today,” Tom Ferguson,
Brazoria-Galveston County Farm Bureau president, said. “Sometimes it can
be difficult to ask for help, but we urge you to apply. Texans help Texans.”
“We’ve seen donations flood in from all over the nation,” said TFB President Russell Boening. “Agriculture is a community that pulls together, and
we’ve had urban neighbors eager to help as well.”
Boening said donations are still coming in, and any farmer or rancher may
apply. Texas Farm Bureau membership is not necessary.
“The response has been overwhelming. People from all walks of life have
seen the devastation on the news and want to help Texas farmers and ranchers get back on their feet,” Ferguson said.
The Category 4 hurricane hit Texas in late August, bringing unprecedented
rain and flooding. There was significant damage to cotton, rice and soybean
crops still in the field awaiting processing. Thousands of head of cattle were
also lost in the storm. Damage was severe, including cotton gins, storage
facilities and rice canals.

Local DAR chapter to meet Sat., Nov. 11

The Fort Velasco Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, will
meet on Saturday, Nov.11 at 9:30 a.m. at the Clute Branch Public Library. Ed
Baldwin, Marine Corps retired, will present a program on “Veterans Dealing with PTSD”. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs estimates that
PTSD afflicts almost 31 percent of Vietnam veterans, 10 percent of Gulf War
(Desert Storm) veterans and 11 percent of veterans of the war in Afghanistan. The public is invited to attend.

www.kidsdr.com (TMS)

Adolescent girls are at greater
risk for anemia than adolescent
boys. This may be due to several
reasons, including the fact that
adolescent girls lose blood each
month during their menstrual
cycles and many teenage girls
eat less red meat than adolescent
boys.
While some adolescents
with anemia (low hemoglobin
and hematocrit) complain of
headaches, irritability or fatigue
(which are very common teenage
complaints), others are completely
asymptomatic. It is recommended
that teens have a screening for
complete blood count around
the age of 13 and then every five
years or so thereafter.

Academy of Pediatrics recommends
more frequent blood counts in
those with risk factors for anemia,
including diets low in iron-rich foods
(meat, eggs, fortified cereals), teens
who have significant physical activ-

The Kid’s Doctor
ity (especially female adolescent
athletes), those with vegetarian or
vegan diets, and for any adolescent
girl with excessive menstrual bleeding. Obese teens also have a higher
incidence of anemia and should
be screened. Interestingly, you can
have low iron stored without yet
being anemic. I have now started
looking at the serum ferritin levels
in teens with risk factors for anemia,
as I am finding that some of my

athletic patients have low ferritin
levels, with a normal blood count.
Low ferritin may impact athletic
performance including fatigability.
While fatigue during exercise is a
subjective symptom, maintaining
iron stores is important for overall
health.
Iron deficiency may impact
cognitive function in adolescents.
There have been several studies
showing that girls who had higher
serum ferritin levels had statistically significant improvement on
cognitive tests of verbal learning
and memory; so it may be worth
looking at levels in a teen who
is suddenly having difficulty in
school, without previous issues.
(Dr. Sue Hubbard is an award-winning pediatrician, medical editor
and media host. “The Kid’s Doctor”
TV feature can be seen on more
than 90 stations across the U.S.
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Certain non-profit groups may
qualify for FEMA disaster assistance

How to handle oral allergy syndrome

Nonprofit organizations that experienced damage or losses from Hurricane
Harvey may apply for Federal Emergency Management Agency Public Assistance to help them get back to the business of helping others.
The FEMA Public Assistance program may reimburse for eligible
expenses incurred before, during and after Hurricane Harvey on a cost-share
basis.
For more information about eligible essential and critical service providers, reference FEMA’s Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide on
www.fema.gov.
Federal cost-share for all categories of Public Assistance (PA) is 90 percent of total eligible costs, except for assistance previously approved at 100
percent.
Only certain nonprofit organizations (PNPs) are eligible. If they provide
critical services, such as education, utility, emergency or medical, they can
apply directly to FEMA.
Essential service providers include: Child care centers; Libraries,
museums and zoos; Community centers; Disability advocacy and service
providers; Homeless shelters and rehabilitation facilities; Social and human
services organizations for children, youth and adults; and Senior citizen
centers.

A friend tells me she was
recently tested for allergies. “I
tested positive to birch, walnut,
and olive trees … and peanuts,
but no other foods. With the birch
allergy, I was also diagnosed with
Oral Allergy Syndrome (or Pollen
Allergy Syndrome). Do you know
anything about it?”
I know more about it thanks to
a recent review of this topic in the
Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. Food allergies
are well defined, reports registered dietitian Jill Balla Kohn. Oral
Allergy Syndrome (OAS) is not.
A food allergy, according to
experts at the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases,
is an immune response after a
repeated exposure to substances
in food — typically proteins — that
causes an adverse effect on
health.
Oral allergy syndrome (OAS) is
a collection of symptoms related
to a reaction to proteins in pollen

By Barbara Quinn

The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

— the male part of a seed plant that
“pollinates” other plants. That’s why
OAS is sometimes called “pollenfood allergy.”
As might be expected, people
with hay fever or other pollen allergies are more susceptible to oral
allergy syndrome. That’s because
some proteins in pollen are similar
to proteins in certain foods. So a

Quinn on Nutrition
person who is allergic to grass, for
example, may also be sensitive to
foods with related proteins such
melons, oranges or tomatoes.
Food allergies and OAS usually
have different symptoms, however.
Food allergies can affect every part
of the body and cause breathing,
hives on the skin or stomach problems. OAS symptoms are usually
limited to areas around the mouth
and throat. (My daughter’s lips get
itchy when she eats cantaloupe, for
example.)
The good news, says Kohn, is
that many people who are sensitive

to pollen never develop sensitivities to related foods. And people
with oral allergy syndrome can
often eat cooked versions of their
offending foods since many of the
proteins associated with pollen are
destroyed by heat.
Some people have food
allergies as well as oral allergy
syndrome, which makes life really
interesting. According to the Food
Allergy Research and Resource
Program, www.farrp.unl.edu, 90
percent of allergic reactions to
food are caused by peanuts, milk,
eggs, wheat, soy, tree nuts (i.e.
almonds, walnuts, pecans), fish,
and crustacean shellfish.
Once a food allergy is identified, the tried and true treatment
is to avoid it. And in the case of a
true food allergy, all forms of the
offending food, including cooked,
should be avoided.
“Should I ask to see a dietitian,
or just follow the diet and experiment as I go?” my friend asks.
Yes and yes. Once the diagnosis of food allergy or OAS is made,
a nutrition professional can help
you identify closely-related foods
that may be causing symptoms.
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County housing market booming, but incomes stagnate
(Continueed from Page 1)

ing single family homes,” said Mr.
Davis.
What’s interesting about that fact
is that most of those residents renting homes should be able to afford
to buy a home, he said.
Thirty-seven percent of the
homes being rented have a value of
$175,000 to $450,000.
Two main factors, he suggested,
might be credit scores - perhaps
credit scores are not high enough
because loan applicants usually
need a score of 680 or higher to be
approved, or it could be renters consider themselves transient, uncertain about how long they will live in
Brazoria County or not planning to
remain in the area long-term.
Most of the new jobs in the
county are construction, the figures
almost double what other job hiring
categories combined show. Currently the county is seeing 12,000 to
15,000 construction workers hired
annually with 7,000 to 8,000 new
employees in other areas.
Some subdivisions, such as
Rodeo Palms in Iowa Colony, are

offering 1500- to 2200-square-foot
homes to accommodate those wanting to rent. Leases are $1,300 to
$1,800 monthly.
Vacant lots on which to build
homes, whether for sale or rent,
also are in demand as a result of a
housing shortage.
The average price of new home
construction in the county has risen
to $112 to $113 per square foot
with a low of $95 per square foot in
Rosharon and a high of up to $132
per square foot in Lake Jackson.
Most of the many subdivisions
that have sprung up in the past few
years are selling 6 to 11 new homes
monthly each, ranging in size from
1,500 to 2,500 square feet usually.
Some subdivisions, such as
Meridiana and Sterling Lakes,
located in the Iowa Colony-Manvel
corridor along Highway 288, are
expanding. The next phase of
Sterling Lakes will be called Sierra
Vista, and Meridiana has development plans for another 2,000 acres
In addition to the Manvel area,
the unincorporated part of Angleton
is seeing housing growth also, but

Angleton is not currently seeing
as much commercial or industrial
growth as the Brazosport and AlvinPearland areas.
New subdivisions are certain to
pop up across the county as land
becomes available, including 450
acres north of Brazos Mall being
marketed currently.
The manufacturing base will continue to keep Brazoria County and
the Gulf Coast economy strong as
long as there is a need for plastic
pellets being made here for plastic
products, Mr. Davis commented.
Growth is being spurred by $160
million in petrochemical construction projects between Corpus
Christi and Lake Charles, La.
“We’re now seeing a second
wave of construction.”
Damage from Hurricane Harvey,
which hit the Texas coast Labor
Day weekend this year and caused
flooding to almost 13,000 Brazoria
County homes and more in the
Houston area, will cost $1.5 to $2
billion in construction costs to get
the minimum repairs done, he said
. While most FEMA grants probably will be $25,000 to $30,000,
many homes are probably going to
require about a $100,000 investment, he estimated.
“It’s going to be tough to get construction work done,” he said, “and
while it isn’t pleasant ... that probably will help the local economy
instead of hurt.”
He said 20 inches of rainfall, what
most of the county experienced,
amounts to 475 billion gallons, and
that’s like having all the water in
Lake Livingston in East Texas come
down on the county.
But Mr. Davis predicted a 70
percent recovery for home sales,
pricing and new construction by
Spring 2018.
Awards presented at the meeting included Business of the Year,
which went to On the River and
Riverpoint Restaurants, owned
by Drew Ryder, and Business of
the Quarter, which went to BASF,
accepted by manager Chris Witte.

If you like reading The Bulletin each week,
pick up an extra copy for a friend. Please let
our advertisers know that you saw their ad.
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Growing pains: The oldest trees on Earth ripped themselves apart, fossils show
By Amina Khan

Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Scientists have discovered 374million-year-old tree fossils from
the dawn of Earth’s forests — and
found that these strange plants
literally had to rip themselves apart
as they grew.
The fossils, described in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, shed light on the

nature of ancient forests and the
evolution of the Earth’s climate.
The Xinicaulis lignescens fossils,
discovered in Xinjiang, China, are
part of a group of species known as
Cladoxylopsida — plants that have
no known descendants but are
thought to be related to the ancestors of today’s ferns and horsetails.
They could grow about 10 to 12
meters (about 30 to 40 feet) tall and

one meter (3 feet) wide at the base;
their branches popped out of the
top of the trunk, giving it a shape
similar to today’s palms. These
branches sprouted further, tinier
appendages that were not yet true
leaves.
Cladoxylopsida emerged in some
of Earth’s earliest forests, during the
mid- to early Late Devonian period,
around 393 million to 372 million

years ago. There were bugs, and
millipedes that may have munched
on dead plant matter, but by and
large these trees faced no major
predators — vertebrate animals
only just started getting a toehold
on land in the late Devonian. These
trees filled ancient forests by the
millions.
Together with the other plants
making up these early forest
ecosystems, Cladoxylopsida helped
transform Earth — shaping rivers,
pulling carbon
dioxide out of the
atmosphere, perhaps increasing the
planet’s humidity by
gradually releasing
water, and reducing
the planet’s reflectivity, too.
“It’s just a fundamental change in
the whole way that
the Earth’s system
works once you
put large plants in
forests onto a planet,” said study
co-author Christopher Berry, a
paleobotanist at Cardiff University.
Understanding these long-gone
trees could help scientists understand the evolution of Earth’s
climate and biology during this
pivotal time. But until now, the
recovered fossils have usually been
fallen, squashed trees, or natural
sandstone casts of decomposing
stumps. Neither gives much structural information.
“They tell you about shapes,
they don’t tell you very much about
growth and the anatomy,” Berry
said.
Still, what little they could determine from these strange fossils,
particularly from the stumps, had
already caught their attention.
If you cut open a typical tree
today, you’ll find that the xylem (the
woody tissue that carries water up
through the tree) grows outward
from the center, forming concentric
rings.
But in the ancient specimens, the
xylem grew in individual strands
that clustered only in the outer 5
centimeters (2 inches) or so of the
trunks, and were joined together
by a complicated network of tinier
strands. The center of the tree was
hollow; all this activity took place

in the thick woody ring around that
empty space.
The structure was somewhat
akin to the Eiffel Tower, Berry said:
big, strong strands running down
the outside corners, connected by
a network of shorter bars — all surrounding a hollow middle.
“We couldn’t imagine how these
things could possibly grow,” Berry
said.
The two new fossil finds, an
8-centimeter (3-inch) specimen
and a much larger 70-centimeterwide (27.5-inch-wide) trunk, shed
some light on that
mystery. Thanks
to volcanic sediments, tiny grains
of silica were able
to penetrate deep
into the trees’
tissues, preserving their structure
on a cellular level
— and allowing
scientists to study
it in unprecedented detail.
The researchers found that
those individual xylem strands
were actually growing like miniature
trees, developing tiny ring after ring.
What’s more, as the tree grew, the
xylem fibers would actually tear
themselves apart.
“In order to expand this trunk,
all those interconnections have to
slowly rip apart in order to accommodate the growth of the plant
— and that was what we saw in
the specimen,” Berry said. “As they
were being pulled apart to make the
tree bigger, they were also repairing
themselves at the same time.”
As it grew, the strange tree’s
trunk would bulge and ultimately
collapse outward — forming a wider
base in the process.
“This thing seems to be behaving
in an organized way even though
it’s so outrageous,” Berry said.
It’s unclear why these trees died
out; it’s possible they were outcompeted by new forms of trees
that actually had leaves, and were
‘shaded out’ of the forest canopy.
Perhaps a frosty period near the
end of the Devonian killed them off.
It’s also possible that the plants,
which pulled down so much carbon
dioxide from the air, might have
taken out too much and starved
themselves.

As it grew, the
strange tree’s
trunk would bulge
and ultimately
collapse outward
— forming a
wider base in the
process.
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Destruction of the soul: My father’s life as a teen-age soldier
(Contiuned from Page 1)

parents, kept in a closet, not to be
opened much during their lifetime.
They coped with it, pretending that
what they saw didn’t bother them.
But it did.
“Who did you fight during the
war,” I asked my father one day
when we spent some time together,
which was rare.
There was no answer for a while.
He was thinking of how much of
reality to reveal to a kid who was
still learning basic math.
“When the Russians occupied us,
we had to fight on their side. When
the Nazis did, we had to fight for
them. But we really fought not to get
killed,” he said, putting it as mildly
as possible.
Dad lost a lot of friends and
hardened emotionally. He tried to
drink away the memories, but that
didn’t work. It just made things

worse. Often, he said, surviving was
a matter of luck.
When they were told by one side
to ski down a slope to draw enemy
fire so that whichever side they were
on could shoot back, falling meant
being shot and killed. The choices
were getting shot on top of the hill
or having a chance at living a little
longer by making it to the bottom.
“I had never skied before, but
I learned really fast,” he told me
once. “Those around me who fell all
died.”
He said it without emotion. He
gave no more details. He wanted to
move on to the present. He was not
a very good conversationalist when
it came to the past.
Another one of the few stories he
shared: Dad invited a friend to go
home with him on leave. They were
sitting on the porch of his mother’s
house. His father, my grandfather,

disappeared right after the war
started. A lot of people disappeared.
They were sitting side by side
when a large mortar or bomb
exploded nearby. A piece of shrapnel flew into the porch and embedded in his friend’s neck, instantly
killing him. Had my father sat there,
he would have died.
As it turned out, he almost did,
anyway. Another piece of shrapnel
embedded in his right shoulder,
which became infected. There
were no antibiotics. There were no
doctors. My grandmother used a
homemade ointment to nurse him
back to health.
The infection finally subsided,
and some of the shrapnel exited
the shoulder. He could not raise
his right hand above his shoulder,
but he got used to that. He had no
choice. I never heard him complain.
There was no reconstructive surgery
or rehab.
There was only survival.
The physical scars remained. The
emotional scars were not visible,
but they remained also. The war
destroyed his teenage years, and
it wound up destroying his family.
He carried the shrapnel and his
burdens to the grave at the young
age of 60. Few people knew what
he went through. I knew a little. He
knew a lot.
Those of us who have never been
to war can’t imagine what it’s like,
and really would not wan to.
We’re fortunate to live in a country where most of us will never see
what it’s like, thanks to those who
have or will. Those of you who have
served in the military, thank you
for your service. Those of you who
have served in a warzone, thank
you for fighting for our freedoms.
A thank you is not enough, but
that’s all we have.

Did you know?
• WWII in Europe began on
Sept. 3, 1939, when the Prime
Minister of Britain, Neville Chamberlain, declared war on Germany.
It involved many of the world’s countries. It was started by Germany in
an unprovoked attack on Poland.
• Other factors: Italian fascism in
the 1920s, Japanese militarism and
invasions of China in the 1930s, and
the political takeover in 1933 of Germany by Hitler and his Nazi Party.
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This can be your private beach almost any day in the fall

Follett’s Island on a fall afternoon after being cleared of debris from Hurricane Harvey. Enjoy the privilege of
living so close to Brazoria County’s beaches. (Photo courtesy of the Brazoria County Parks Department)

Follett’s Island county beach
Follett’s Island is the 14-mile stretch of public access beach along the Gulf
of Mexico that protects Christmas Bay and the Intracoastal Waterway from
severe weather, and provides the community with free entertainment and
relaxation.

HONORING OUR VETERANS
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A special tribute to
our Veterans
Danbury hosting
Veterans Day Parade
The Danbury community and Danbury American
Legion Post #501 will be hosting the 2017 Veterans
Day Parade on Saturday, Nov. 11, at 11 a.m.
The parade will held after a free breakfast for
veterans at the St. Anthony’s Catholic Church Parish
Hall on Main Street from 7 to 9 a.m.
Visitors may park along Main Street for the parade,
which will proceed down Main Street and end at the
football stadium, where a program presented...
(Continued on next page)

Thank you for your service
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HONORING OUR VETERANS

Danbury hosting Veterans Day Parade
(Continued from previous page)

by Danbury ISD students will be

held.
Among the county groups and
businesses that are participating in
the parade are the Brazoria County
Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard,
the Brazoswood High School Air
Force ROTC, the Dawson High
School Naval ROTC unit from
Pearland; the Danbury High School

Marching Band; the Damon ISD
cheerleaders; Central Elementary
PALS; the Brazoria County Calvary;
and various American Legion &
VFW posts and their auxiliaries.
Others include BASF, Benchmark, Brazoria County Mission 22,
Brazoria Military Museum; Danbury
Tractors; Brazoria County Homeland Preparedness Project; and
various local county officials.

Retailers that offer veterans discounts
From Military.com

Great Clips: On November
11, customers who come in for a
service can get a free haircut card
to give to their favorite veteran. Veterans can also receive a free haircut
or get the free haircut card. Haircuts
are redeemable until Dec. 31.
Home Depot: Home Depot
offers a 10% discount to all veterans
on Nov. 11. Home Depot offers the
10% discount year-round to activeduty military and military retirees.
Rack Room Shoes: Military
personnel and their dependents get
a 10% discount off entire purchase
on Veterans Day, Nov. 11.
Sport Clips: Participating
locations are offering veterans and
active duty service members free
haircuts on Nov. 11.
***The following military dis-

counts were offered for Veterans
Day in 2016, but have yet to be
confirmed for 2017. Check for
updates at Military.com
Bed Bath and Beyond: Veterans, active duty, Reserves, Guard
and spouses get 25% off their entire
purchase Nov. 10 through 13.
Carmike Cinemas: Present a
military ID on Nov. 11 and receive a
free small popcorn with your ticket
purchase.
Dollar General: Active-duty
service members, veterans and
their families get an 11% discount
on qualifying purchases on Nov. 11.
Enterprise Car Sales: Activeduty military members, veterans and
their dependents get a Firestone
Prepaid Maintenance Package with
any used vehicle purchase during
the month of November.

“The program will include the
posting of the colors and the
playing of the National Anthem
and a 21-gun salute, followed by
taps and the firing of the cannon
by Brazoria Militia, “ stated Jesse
Montelongo with Danbury American Legion Post #501.
Hot dogs will be served along
the parade route and at the stadium, and water will be provided
by the BASF Veterans Employee
Team.

Firestone Complete Auto
Care: Between Nov. 11 through
13, veterans and active-duty personnel receive an additional 10%
off the lowest advertised price of
any automotive service.
IKEA: Veterans get a free entrée
from Nov. 7 through 11.
Meineke: On Nov. 11, all veterans will receive a free Basic Oil
Change at participating locations.
Sleep Number: Through Nov.
14, active and veteran military
members will receive exclusive discounts on Sleep Number products.
Save up to $700 on select Sleep
Number mattress sets.
Tractor Supply Co.: All
active and former military and their
dependents get a 15% military
discount on in-store purchases on
Nov. 11.
Under Armour: Active-duty,
retirees and veterans get 15% off
on all orders through Nov. 12.
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Restaurants that offer free meals

From Military.com

Applebee’s: Veterans and
active-duty military receive a free
meal from a limited menu, on Nov.
11.
BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse: All service members can
enjoy a complimentary entree up to
$12.95 by presenting a military ID
or proof of service on Nov. 10 and
Nov. 11.
Bonanza Steakhouses:
Veterans and active duty military get
a free buffet on Nov. 11.
Cicis Pizza: Get a free pizza
buffet with Military ID on Nov. 11.
Golden Corral: Golden Corral
Restaurants’ Military Appreciation
Night free dinner will be available
on Nov. 13, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Military retirees, veterans, active
duty, National Guard and Reserves
are all welcome.
On the Border: Active and
retired members of the military get a
free combo meal on Nov. 11.
Ponderosa Steakhouse:
Veterans and active duty military get
a free buffet on November 11.
Shoney’s: Veterans and active
duty service members get a free
All You Care To Eat breakfast from
6am – 11am on November 11.
Sizzler: Sizzler offers active
duty military and veterans a free
lunch from a limited menu on
November 11 until 4 p.m.
Texas Roadhouse: Texas
Roadhouse locations nationwide
will offer veterans a free lunch on
November 11 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:
00 p.m. Offer is good for active duty,
retired or former U.S. military.
***The following military discounts were offered for Veterans
Day in 2016, but have yet to be
confirmed for 2017. Check for
updates at Military.com.
Boston Market: Active-duty
or retired military personnel and
their families can receive one free
brownie or cookie with any pur-

chase on Nov. 11.
Buffalo Wild Wings: Veterans and active duty military
personnel receive one small order
of wings and a side of fries for free
on Nov. 11 all day.
Chili’s: Veterans and active
military service members get a free
meal from a limited menu on Nov.
11.
Chipotle: Active duty military,
Reserves, National Guard, veterans
and spouses get a buy-one-get-one
(BOGO) deal from 3 p.m. to close
on Nov. 11.
Chuck E. Cheese’s: Active
and retired military members can
enjoy a free individual 1-topping
pizza on Nov. 11.
Cracker Barrel: Veterans get
a complimentary slice of Double
Chocolate Fudge Coca-Cola Cake
on Nov. 11.
Denny’s: Active, inactive and
retired military personnel get a free
Build Your Own Grand Slam on
Nov. 11, from 5 a.m. to noon.
HoneyBaked Ham: Veterans
and active duty military members
get a free lunch st select locations
on Nov. 11.
Hooters: Veterans and active
duty military get a free meal from a
select menu at participating locations on Nov. 11.
IHOP: On Nov. 11, participating
IHOP Restaurants offer veterans
and active duty military free Red,
White and Blue pancakes from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m.
IKEA: Veterans get a free
entrée from Nov. 7 through Nov.
11.
Johnny Carino’: Veterans
and active-duty military get a free
meal on Nov. 11.
Little Caesars: Veterans and
active military members receive a
free $5 Lunch Combo from 11:a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Nov. 11.
Olive Garden: Active-duty military and veterans get a free entrée

National ceremony honoring veterans
In keeping with the honoring of the timing of the armistice ending the carnage of WWI, a Veterans Day National Ceremony is held each year on Nov.
11th at Arlington National Cemetery.
The VA website says that ceremony commences precisely at 11 a.m.
with a wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unknowns and continues inside the
Memorial Amphitheater with a parade of colors by veterans’ organizations
and remarks from dignitaries intended to honor and thank all who served in
the United States Armed Forces.
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from a special menu on Nov. 11.
Outback Steakhouse: All
active and retired service members
receive a free Bloomin’ Onion and
a beverage on Nov. 11. Outback is
also offering active and former service members 15% off their meals
Nov. 12 through Dec. 31.
Red Lobster: Veterans,
reserve and active-duty military
personnel receive a free appetizer
or dessert from a limited menu on
Nov. 10 and 11.
Red Robin: Veterans and
active-duty military get a free Red’s
Tavern Double Burger with Bottomless Steak Fries on Nov. 11.
Ruby Tuesday: Veterans,
active-duty and reserve service
members get a free appetizer on
Nov. 11.
Spaghetti Warehouse: From
Nov. 11 through Nov. 13 buy one
entrée and get the second entrée
free. Coupon required.
Starbucks: Veterans, reservists, active duty service members
and spouses get a free tall coffee
on Nov. 11 at participating locations.
TGIFridays: Veterans and
active duty military get a free lunch
on Nov. 11 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Twin Peaks: Active-duty and
veterans get a free menu item from
their Annual Veterans Day Appreciation Menu on Nov. 11.

Veterans by
numbers

• California has the most, with 2
million veterans calling the Golden
State home. Texas and Florida are
next, with 1.6 million vets in each
state, reports the Census Bureau.
• There are 1.6 million female
veterans, as of 2011, according to
the Census Bureau.
• The U.S. has 21.8 million
veterans, according the the Census
Bureau’s Snapshot of Our Nation’s
Veterans.
• More than 1.3 million of America’s living veterans have served in
more than one conflict, and 54,000
have served in 3 wars - WWI, Korea
and Vietnam - according to the
Census Bureau’s Snapshot of Our
Nation’s Veterans.
• Although flawless counts
are impossible to come by, HUD
estimates that 39,471 veterans are
homeless on any given night.
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Memorial Day and Veterans Day

The difference between the holidays
Many people confuse Memorial Day and Veterans Day. Both holidays
were established to recognize and honor the men and women who have
worn the uniform of the United States Armed Forces.
But Memorial Day, which is observed on the last Monday in May, was
originally set aside as a day for remembering and honoring military personnel who died in the service of their country, particularly those who died
in battle, or as a result of wounds sustained in battle.
While those who died are also remembered on Veterans Day, which
is observed on Nov. 11, Veterans Day is intended to thank and honor all
those who served honorably in the military - in wartime or peacetime. In
fact, Veterans Day is largely intended to thank living Veterans for their
service, to acknowledge that their contributions to our national security
are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all those who served - not
only those who died - have sacrificed and done their duty.
In December 2000, the U.S. Congress passed and the president
signed into law “The National Moment of Remembrance Act,” P.L. 106579, creating the White House Commission on the National Moment of
Remembrance. The commission’s charter is to “encourage the people of
the United States to give something back to their country, which provides
them so much freedom and opportunity” by encouraging and coordinating
commemorations in the United States of Memorial Day and the National
Moment of Remembrance.
The National Moment of Remembrance encourages all Americans
to pause wherever they are at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day for a
minute of silence to remember and honor those who have died in service
to the nation.

HONORING OUR VETERANS

Things to know about Veterans Day

When was Veterans Day
first celebrated?
Originally called Armistice Day,
Veterans Day was celebrated on
Nov. 11, 1919, which was the first
anniversary of the end of the fighting of World War I. The Allies and
Germany agree to an armistice, or
temporary cessation of hostilities,on
the 11th hour on the 11th day of the
11th month in 1918. (Technically
WWI did not officially end until the
signing of the Treaty of Versailles
on June 28, 1919.)
Why do we celebrate
Veterans Day?
President Woodrow Wilson said
of that first observance in 1919,
“To us in America, the reflections
of Armistice Day will be filled with
solemn pride in the heroism of
those who died in the country’s ser-

A soldier known
but only to God
In 1921, an American soldier
– his name “known but to God”
– was buried on a Virginia hillside
overlooking the Potomac River and
the city of Washington, D.C.
The burial site of this unknown
World War I soldier in Arlington
National Cemetery symbolized
dignity and reverence for America’s
veterans.
Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and France, where
an “unknown soldier” of the Great
War was buried in each nation’s
highest place of honor (in England,
Westminster Abbey; in France, the
Arc de Triomphe).
These memorial gestures all took
place on Nov. 11, giving universal
recognition to the celebrated ending
of World War I hostilities at 11 a.m.,
Nov. 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month). The
day became known as “Armistice
Day.”
Armistice Day officially received
its name in America in 1926 through
a Congressional resolution.
It became a national holiday 12
years later by similar Congressional
action. If World War I had indeed
been “the war to end all wars,” Nov.
11 might still be called Armistice
Day.

vice and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from
which it has freed us and because
of the opportunity it has given
America to show her sympathy with
peace and justice in the councils of
the nations.” That purpose has not
changed as today the purpose is
still to honor those who have served
our nation.
When did Veterans Day
become a national holiday?
Although first observed in 1919,
Congress did not make it official
until 1938. IN 1954, the name
changed to Veterans Day. In the
1970s the date moved around
in November, causing confusion, and President Gerald Ford
in 1975 signed a law placing the
observance on Nov. 11, and there
it has remained. For more details,

please see the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs History of Veterans
Day and the U.S. Army’s Center for
Miliary History page on History of
Veterans Day.
In what war did the largest
number of Americans serve
in the Armed Forces?
World War II saw more than 16
million Americans become service
members, according to the 2009
Veterans Day Teacher Resource
Guide. As of June 2013, CNN
reported that 1.7 million WWII vets
were still alive.
Why do we spell it Veterans
Day and not Veteran’s
Day? Shouldn’t there be an
apostrophe?
Veterans Day does not include
an apostrophe but does include an
‘s’ at the end of ‘veterans’ because
it is not a day that ‘belongs’ to
veterans, it is a day for honoring all
veterans.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 November 7, 2017 THE BULLETIN Page 15

Why is defensive
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you
take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of
sitting in a defensive driving class for
six hours, the reality is that defensive
driving is the cheapest way to get rid
of a traffic violation ticket.
Plus, by taking defensive driving,
you also will earn a certificate that
will decrease the liability portion of
your car insurance by 10 percent for
the next three years. Plus, there will
not be any points attached to your
license.
A defensive driving class, such
as Stand-Up Defensive Driving,
makes you a better, more careful
and considerate driver. By keeping
your attention through comedy and
integrating entertainment into the
curriculum, you are subjected to a
continuing education driving course
that refreshes the rules of the road.
You’ll even learn about how laws
of physics control what happens to
you in a car crash, and how you can
use these laws to avoid the crash
altogether.
If you become a safer driver,
chances are that you will be able to
steer around accidents or stop your
car safely before crashing. If you can
do that by following a few defensive
driving pointers, you will not file an
insurance claim because you will not
crash your car.
Saving 10 percent on insurance for
the next three years is your reward
for choosing defensive driving rather
than paying the ticket. Once you
complete the course and receive your
certificate, the ticket does not count.
You also will not be allotted 2 points
on your license for a moving violation
or 3 points for a crash.
By law, you can take defensive
driving once every 12 months to
dismiss a ticket. However, once
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive
driving course, we hope that we
won’t see you for another three
years, when renewing your insurance
discount certificate.
Call (979) 299-1000 for more information and to make a resevation.
Our classes are held in the firstfloor meeting room of Candlewood
Suites, which is located at 506 E.
Hwy. 332 in Lake Jackson.

November 18
December 2, 16, 30
9am - 3pm
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SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Fact of the Week
Thursday, Oct. 19 marked just
the 17th time that the Big Four of
pro sports leagues — MLB, NBA,
NFL and NHL — all played games
on the same day. The first was on
Oct. 17, 1971.
No kidding
Alex Rodriguez experienced
a midlife epiphany and said that
PEDs cost him $40 million and a
chance at the Hall of Fame.
It’s all right there in this week’s
issue of Well, Duh magazine.
Pass the cupcakes
The Phoenix Suns absorbed
the worst opening-game loss
in NBA history — by 48 points
— when Portland pasted them
124-76..
On the bright side, the Suns
were immediately declared an
honorary college-football cupcake.
Outta here
Occidental College, after forfeiting two football games in an 0-3
start because of a player shortage, announced it has canceled
the rest of the season.
“Hey, we’d be up for that,” said
the Cleveland Browns.
Headlines
— At TheKicker.com: “Adam
Silver approves huge order for
Warriors vs. Cavaliers 2018 NBA
Finals shirts.”
— At SportsPickle.com: “Kevin
Hogan’s tearful wife begs Browns
to release her husband.”
Talking the talk
— Jim Barach of WCHS-TV in
Charleston, W.Va., after a California woman blasted American
Airlines for refusing to let her
check her curling gear as sports
equipment: “To which most people
are saying: Have to go with the
airline on that one.”
— Dodger fan Keith Hupp, 54,
to AP, on how he managed to nab
two home-run balls in four days
during the NLCS: “I’m old, I’ve got
gray hair and a bum shoulder. I do
have a good glove.”
Thrown for a loss
Asking prices for Packers
tickets have dropped 50 percent
since QB Aaron Rodgers broke
his collarbone.

What were they thinking?

YOU HAVE ONE JOB: And you’re not doing it very well. We hope your
owners don’t find out that you are buddies with the mouse. And we
hope you don’t have access to any cheese - to give him, or her.

Spectacular newspaper corrections

Allow us to treat you to...

DICKENS ON THE STRAND

With a nod to the ghost of Dickens past and an eye towards
the future, Galveston’s world famous Victorian holiday festival
returns to Galveston Island on Dec 1-3, 2017, and we invite you
to enter for a chance to enjoy it for one day for free on us. Please
write clearly and fill out all lines below to enter. Send entries to:
The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. At least six (6)
winners drawn at random will receive 2 tickets each, a $30 value.
One entry form per person. Copies not accepted. Winners will be
announced in the Nov. 21 issue and tickets mailed. Please write
clearly and fill out all lines and include both business and city
where picked up the paper.

NAME_____________________________________________
__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________
__________________________________________________
CITY______________________________________________
(TX), (ZIP)__________________________________________
PHONE____________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?________________
__________________________________________________

Did you know?

• Dr. Seuss proposed to his wife while she was on the back of his motorcycle. When she said yes, he accidentally crashed into a ditch.
• People who typically have large signatures tend to have high selfesteem.
• “Tootsie,” besides being the title of one of his more famous films, was
actually a nickname given to Dustin Hoffman by his mother.
• Researchers have found that certain toothbrush noises make brushing
more satisfying, which may make people more likely to do it.
• Snakes yawn regularly as a way of keeping their jaws limber or adjusting
their bite after they’ve swallowed a large meal.
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In the week to come,
you may be challenged by relationship dynamics in the
workplace. If friends trust you, then an apology won’t be
necessary if you accidently cross the line, but it would be
prudent to make amends.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Avoid the crossfire.
Steer clear of disagreements in the week ahead. You can
only promise to complete only what is feasible. You are
cognizant of your limits even if tempted to show off a bit
too much in public.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Hold off on making
major decisions or changes in the week ahead. Family
matters could put your teeth on edge, but if you are
understanding, patient, and do your duty, everything will
turn out just fine in the end.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Mind your p’s and
q’s as well as any other alphabet letters that come to
mind. Bite your tongue rather than offering criticism or
disapproval this week. You are smart enough to make an
appropriate apology when needed.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Hold that thought.
Someone may try to rush you into making a decision or a
purchase, but it is in your best interests to wait. Keep your
money safe and avoid making major financial commitments in the week to come.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You may be lulled into a
state of complacency as this week unfolds. You may have
high ideals, but could inadvertently clash with others.
Guard your reputation fiercely and don’t act without careful forethought.

History of the World
Nov. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1860,
former Illinois Congressman Abraham Lincoln defeated three other
candidates for the presidency. In
1861, Jefferson Davis was elected
to a six-year term as president of
the Confederate States of America.
Nov. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1917,
Russia’s Bolshevik Revolution took
place as forces led by Vladimir I.
Lenin overthrew the provisional government of Alexander Kerensky. In
1962, Richard M. Nixon, after losing
California’s gubernatorial race, bitterly told reporters, “You won’t have
Dick Nixon to kick around anymore.”
Nov. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1932,
New York Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt defeated incumbent Herbert
Hoover for the presidency. In 1960,

Sen. John F. Kennedy defeated Vice
President Nixon for the presidency.
Nov. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1938,
Nazi gangs looted and burned synagogues and Jewish-owned stores
and houses in Germany and Austria
in what became known as “Kristallnacht” - the night of broken glass.
In 1989, communist East Germany
opened its borders, allowing citizens
to travel freely to the West; joyous
Germans danced atop the Berlin
Wall.
Nov. 10: ON THIS DATE in
1775, the Continental Congress
established the U.S. Marines. In
1871, journalist-explorer Henry M.
Stanley found missing Scottish missionary David Livingstone in central
Africa.

Did you know?

• Ben & Jerry’s employees can take 3 pints of ice cream home with them
each day.
• A low dose of alcohol can improve your ability to speak in a foreign
language that you’ve recently learned.
• The Chinese were the first to use marijuana.

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

Nov. 11: ON THIS DATE in
1620, 41 Pilgrims aboard the
Mayflower, anchored off the Massachusetts coast, signed a compact
calling for a “body politick.” In 1918,
fighting in World War I ended with
an armistice between the Allies and
Germany.
Nov. 12: ON THIS DATE in
1933, the Nazi party received 92
percent of the vote in Germany,
further solidifying Chancellor Adolf
Hitler’s control. In 1948, Japanese
Premier Hideki Tojo was sentenced
to death by a war-crimes tribunal.
Answer to last week’s
question: This week in 1912,
Democratic challenger Woodrow
Wilson defeated incumbent Republican William Howard Taft and former
President Theodore Roosevelt, who
ran under the Progressive Party
banner, in the presidential election.
This week’s question: In
1982, a memorial to honor the
veterans of what war was dedicated
in Washington?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CLOUT APPLY HYBRID BOUNCE
Answer: There were no eggs in the henhouse because they had been -- POACHED

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Freedom, or so the
song goes, is just another word for nothing left to lose.
Your expression of outgoing friendliness in the week
ahead might invite criticism. Focus on hard work and
get a crucial project completed.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Put your shoulder to
the plow. You can make progress with anything that
requires physical exertion or a sustained effort in the
week ahead. Put romantic fantasies on the back burner
and avoid making new commitments.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Someone could be
serious when you are being frivolous. You risk causing
offense unless you take each and every regulation and
rule to heart. Don’t send out resumes or apply for a
promotion in the week ahead.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may wrestle with
words and meanings. A tendency to put your foot in
your mouth or to misinterpret what someone else says
can cause misunderstandings. Avoid disputes by being
super sincere in the week ahead.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You might be in the mood
for love, but love might not be in the mood for you. It is
possible you are preoccupied by romantic fantasies or
get-rich-schemes. This is not a good week to put your
farfetched ideas into action.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A passion for perfection
is only matched by an obsession with accomplishment.
Due to your single-mindedness you may underestimate
the impact of misunderstandings this week. Treat loved
ones with care.

Page 18 THE BULLETIN November 7, 2017 (979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

Did you know?

• The Placebo effect works on
surgeries too. A doctor once lied
and gave his patients fake knee
surgery and it actually worked for all
of them.
• Scientists created a pizza
that has 30% of your daily recommended nutrients. It can be eaten
for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
• Vladimir Putin walks with his right
arm held immobile while his left arm

swings because of his KGB training—he keeps his gun arm close.
• The world currently has enough
cotton stockpiled to make 127 billion
t-shirts.
• On Spotify, you could listen to
a different version of “Silent Night”
every night for 72 years.
• Minnesota’s nickname is “Land
of 10,000 Lakes,” but it actually has
more than 11,000 lakes.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 What acupuncture relieves, for
some
2 Killer whale
3 Bering and Ross
4 Word with deck or dock
5 Classroom surprise
6 Part of a collegiate address
7 Kennel command
8 Game whose original packaging
boasted “From Russia with Fun!”
9 Like Laurel, but not Hardy
10 Western treaty gp.
11 Frustratingly on the mend
12 Kind of robe
13 Italian racers, familiarly
18 Dash gauge
19 __ made: was set for life
24 Rotisserie rod
25 Thick soups
26 Oklahoma State mascot __ Pete
27 Former flier
28 Feel bad
29 “I had a blast!”
30 Basic guitar lesson
31 Carol opener
36 Line on a scorecard
38 Cop’s catch
40 Before, before
41 Future therapist’s maj.
43 Moose’s girlfriend, in Archie comics
45 In plain view
47 Upgrade electrically
48 Capital on the Danube
49 Banned fruit spray
50 Inscription on a June greeting
card
53 Saroyan’s “My Name Is __”
55 Spell-casting art
56 Similar
57 Bench press beneficiary
58 Regarding
60 “Criminal Minds” agcy.
61 It’s next to Q on most keyboards
62 Unc, to Dad
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

22 Org. for Serena Williams
23 Canine tooth
26 School gps.
27 Play the Lute or Grasp the
Sparrow’s Tail, in martial arts
32 Dating
33 Skin blemish
34 Addams family nickname
35 Journalist Stewart or Joseph
37 Use, as resources
39 Hardly economical

CIVIC CUBIC CYNIC CLINIC CRITIC COSMIC CERAMIC

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Ritzy
5 Cockroach, e.g.
9 Puccini classic
14 Acreage
15 Comics pooch with a big red
tongue
16 Islamic analogue of kosher
17 “It’s now or never!”
20 Where to buy EBAY
21 Was in charge of
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42 Novelist Stoker
Complete the grid so each row, column
44 Logical beginning?
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
46 Galley implements
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
47 Folk ballad also known as
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
“Cowboy Love Song”
50 Course elevators
51 Scatter
52 Lease alternative
53 Sit in a cellar, say
54 Marriott rival
59 “Whatchu talkin’ ‘bout, Willis?”
sitcom ... or, literally, occupants of
this puzzle’s circles
63 Cura ao neighbor
64 Something to file
65 Dump at the altar
66 Jacket fabric
67 First name in advice
68 Cognizant of
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