
© 2016   

November 8, 2016
Our 23rd Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

PLEASE 
TAKE ONE

The
Weekly Bulletin

(Continued on Page 2

(Continued on Page 8)

FREE

Advantages
of being

multilingual

(Continued on Page 10)

History is 
only as good 
as the story

Music City Hit-Makers to bring catalog of hits to the Clarion
LAKE JACKSON — The Clarion 

at Brazosport College is gearing 
up for a one-of-a-kind musical 
event that lovers of country music 
shouldn’t miss. The Music City 
Hit-Makers will be appearing at 
the Clarion at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 

Nov. 11.
Performing in a Bluebird Cafe-

esque-style writer’s round, the 
Music City Hit-Makers consists of 
some of Nashville’s elite songwrit-
ers. With more than 30 No. 1 hits, 
these Grammy-winning writers have 

had songs recorded by some of 
country music’s biggest artists.

Hit-Makers Rivers Rutherford and 
Billy Montana will be featured at the 
Nov. 11 show. The duo will perform 
and share the stories behind some 
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Allow us to treat you to...
DICKENS ON THE STRAND
With a nod to the ghost of Dickens past and an eye towards the future, Galveston’s world famous 

Victorian holiday festival returns to Galveston Island on December 2-4, and we invite you to enter for 
a chance to enjoy it for one day for free on us. Please write clearly and fill out all lines below to enter. 
Send entries to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516. At least six (6) winners drawn at 
random will receive 2 tickets each, a $30 value. One entry form per person. Copies not accepted. Win-
ners will be announced in the Nov.. 22 issue and tickets mailed.

LAST CHANCE TO ENTER
Ghosts Along the Brazos event offers up history, fun, ghosts
By Harold Allen
Bulletin correspondent

The annual Ghosts Along The 
Brazos event this year is being held 
on Nov. 12 in East Columbia on CR 
300F.

It is organized by the First Capi-
tol Historical Foundation, a non-

profit group that will use the funds 
raised to restore and preserve the 
original Ammon Underwood House, 
located in the historic district of East 
Columbia.

The event allows visitors to stroll 
the Old Columbia Historic District, 
which existed before West Columbia 

was established, and learn about 
the history of this unique early 
Texas settlement.

There will be vendors selling 
various craft items and merchan-
dise from 3-5 p.m. before the main 
event, which will be 5-9 p.m. 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Many years ago when I was 
taking high school Spanish, all I 
cared about was passing the class, 
and didn’t realize how valuable the 
class really was.

I knew 
German because 
I lived in Vienna 
for two years as 
a child. However, 
that language 
flew out the 
window quickly 
when I learned 
English.

I learned to speak Hungarian as 
a child, because that’s where I was 
born, Hungary. But that language 
is just about useless on a world 
scale. And, it is hard. But it’s nice 
to be able to tune in a radio station 
in Budapest over the Internet and 
understand what they are saying.

I could now kick myself for not 
keeping up with German and losing 
Spanish as fast as I learned it.

My friends from Puerto Rico 
helped me in Spanish class. They 
already knew the language better 
than the teacher, Miss Jelowski. 
That’s right, we had a Polish Span-
ish teacher.

They even corrected her on 
pronunciations, and she was really a 
good sport about it. I didn’t mind the 
wrong pronunciations. I just wanted 
a good grade and to get the class 

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Do you like history?
Your answer will more than likely 

be “yes” or “no.”  Not “sometimes” or 
“not so much” or “it depends on the 
era.”  Having asked that question of 
a lot of people for a lot of years, I’ve 
determined that there is very little 

middle ground here.  
It’s almost always 
black or white, with 
very little gray area.

I’ve also deter-
mined, if the person 
I put the question to 
elaborates a bit, that 
the reason he or 

she either likes or dislikes history is 
almost always traceable to a particu-
lar history teacher in their past.

The reason for that is simplicity 
itself. History teachers usually come 
in only two models. One makes stu-
dents memorize dates and events. 
The other – I suspect you’re already 
predicting that this is my strong pref-
erence of the two – tells stories.

That’s right. They tell stories.
Rudyard Kipling, who was 

certainly no slouch in the storytell-
ing department, maintained that “if 
history were taught in the form of 
stories, it would never be forgotten.”

I’m proof of that.
I took my first stab at college back 

when we were still sending men to 
the moon and “Gunsmoke” was still 
on television (you use your chrono-
logical landmarks, and I’ll use mine; 
OK?). I had an American History pro-
fessor that first semester that never 
smiled and never looked anything 
but bored with his daily task.  The 
chances of him cracking a joke were 
right up there with us locating Jimmy 
Hoffa. Who, I just realized as I wrote 
that sentence, had not yet gone 
missing at the time.

Anyway, that fellow gave us the 
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The Ammon Underwood House 
is a large two-story building with an 
open balcony on the second floor 
and full porch on the first floor and is 
one of the oldest frame houses still 
standing in Texas. 

It has been preserved as a 
museum to show the way of life 
during the early 1830s in Texas. The 
house itself has been moved three 
times to avoid its loss due to the 
Brazos River changing course. 

Ammon Underwood, who came 

from Massachusetts to East 
Columbia in 1834, operated two 
large cotton plantations in Brazoria 
County, making Ammon one of 
the major business founders of 
Columbia. 

Tours of the home are available 
by appointment through the West 
Columbia Chamber of Commerce 
by calling (979) 345-3921. 

Come see Ol’ Brit Bailey, who 
was said to have wanted to be 
buried standing up facing West, as 
played by a local method actor in 

period-style clothing. 
There will be many other actors 

dressed in prohibition-era clothing, 
as well as local ghosts, who will tap 
random visitors on the shoulder and 
proceed to tell the guests about how 
they met their demise long ago. 

Guests also can walk among 
these revived historical characters, 
who tell a collection of old ghost sto-
ries from Catherine Foster Munson’s 
book “Ghosts Along The Brazos.”

There will also be three skits 
based on these stories put on 

by the Wharton County College 
Drama Class. One of the stories is 
titled “The Ghosts of the Laughing 
Children,” so children will also enjoy 
seeing the shows and learning 
about history.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Militia re-enactment group will pres-
ent a historical cannon that visitors 
can see and touch, along with other 
period weapons which helped to 
defend the great State of Texas. 

Musicians will play period music 
from the era of old plantation days 

for guests’ enjoyment.
Those attending can also enjoy 

the hayride to the event as the fire 
and police department will block off 
traffic for ease of parking. 

When arriving, purchase tickets to 
the event and then ride a tractor-
trailer hayride to the event area and 
back again when returning to the 
parking lot. On the hayride, there 
will be narrators sharing the history 
of the era and the neighborhood 
during the ride to the activities and 
during the return.

Tickets for the event are $10 for 
adults and $5 for school-aged chil-
dren. For more information, contact 
Mitzi King at (979) 236-6005. 

Ghosts Along the Brazos offers great fun, history, re-enactments and even stand-up guy Ol’ Brit Bailey
(Continued from Page 1)

ACC Lab School student Waylon 
Larson, 1, of Alvin, gets a little 
help squirting a rubber bat with 
water during the annual Pumpkin 
Patch party on Oct. 22.

ACC Lab School holds 
Pumpkin Patch Party 

Meet Your Ancestors event is 

Friday, Nov. 11, 5-8pm, at the 

Columbia Cemetery in West 

Columbia. They are honoring 

veterans this year
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
URGENT CARE RAILROAD 

Q. When you think about the 
history of medical practice, railroads 
probably don’t come to mind.  But 
why should they?

A. In the year 1900, one in every 
28 railroad employees was injured 
on the job, and one in 399 died, 
says Jack El-Hai in “Discover” mag-
azine. Brakemen lost hands while 
coupling cars, boilers exploded, and 
passengers were maimed in derail-
ments or suffered common medi-
cal emergencies far from medical 
facilities. The railroads responded 
by developing railway surgery.  

As early as 1849, the Erie 
Railroad employed a physician, and 
by the Civil War many companies 
had surgeons and other medical 
personnel on staff. They also began 
commissioning their own hospitals, 
like the Central Pacific did in 1870 
in Sacramento, California, and 
within decades, there were some 35 
railway hospitals in the U.S.

“This is really the birth of trauma 
care,” says emergency medicine 
physician Ryan Stanton.  Railway 
doctors promoted preventive vac-
cination programs and pioneered 
pre-employment physical exams, 
the development of first-aid kits, 
and the diagnosis of colorblindness 
-– a cause of fatal accidents when 

impaired workers failed to correctly 
identify colored signals. By World 
War I, railway surgeons accounted 
for 10 percent of the country’s physi-
cians and provided care for 2 million 
rail employees. But the rise of public 
hospitals and private medical insur-
ance plus the decline of railroads 
due to competition from autos and 
trucks led to a rapid decline in 
railway medicine.  
TUSK POWER

Q.If you’re an elephant deter-
mined to get food that’s out of your 
reach, what do you do?      

A. Biologists from Kyoto Univer-
sity described two female Asian 
elephants at Japan’s Kamine Zoo 
that used their trunks to blast gusts 
of air to knock out-of-reach food into 
their grasp, as reported by Kaori 
Mizuno et al. in “Animal Cognition.” 
The animals blew the food until 
it came within easy access, then 
slowed the blowing as the distance 
to the food became shorter, sug-
gesting that they used their breath 
not only to retrieve the food but 
also to fine-tune the food position 
for easy grasping. According to the 
authors, “the use of breath to drive 
food is unique to elephants, with 
their dexterous trunks and familiarity 
with manipulating the act of blowing, 
which is commonly employed for 
self-comfort and acoustic communi-
cation.”

LET’S PLAY JEOPARDY 
Q. Jeopardy fans, you’re no doubt 

adept at providing questions for 
given answers.  How about these: 
a. insects as a favorite food; b. 
cats sent into microgravity; c. feral 
rabbits of Japan; d. fungus as a 
symbiotic partner; e. horse racing 
that scored her a first with this 
sports magazine. 

A. For a. above, the question is 
“What does an entomophagist like 
to eat?” (from “Mental Floss” maga-
zine as reported by Lucas Adams).

B.  “In 1947, the U.S. Air Force 
did what with cats?”  By observing 
cats in space, it hoped to under-
stand how astronauts would also 
move in zero gravity. 

C. “Okunoshima, a small island 
in Japan, is occupied by hundreds 
of what?” 

D. “Woodpeckers share a 
symbiotic relationship with what?”  
According to the magazine, “The 
fungi help soften the wood and 
make hole-boring easier for the 
woodpeckers.  Meanwhile, the birds 
spread the fungi to new trees.”

E. “Robyn Smith was the first 
woman to be featured on the cover 
of ‘Sports Illustrated.’  What did she 
compete in?” Interestingly, horse-
racing Smith was also Fred Astaire’s 
wife.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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ACC Can Feed the Hungry/Alvin ISD food drive ongoing
The Alvin Community Can 

Feed the Hungry/Alvin ISD Shellie 
Garza Memorial Food Drive began 
recently.

“The partnership between Alvin 
Community College and Alvin 
ISD allows thousands of students 
and community members to get 
involved by donating food and toys, 
volunteering to sort and sack food 
and participating in Breakfast with 
Santa,” said organizer and ACC 
recruiter Sammi Sanders.

This effort provides food for 
families in need, and donations are 
distributed at the annual Breakfast 
with Santa on Dec. 3.

The college is also working with 
the annual Toys for Tots toy drive by 
hosting several drop-off locations on 
campus.

The Can Feed the Hungry 
program works in partnership with 
Alvin ISD. Alvin ISD campuses also 
will be collecting food donations 
throughout November. 

A record amount of 10 tons of 
food were distributed to families 
in 2015, going to more than 400 
families.

“Last year, 428 families were 
nominated to receive food, and 
approximately 3,900 toys were 
sacked by Toys for Tots,” Sanders 
said.

Volunteers will help sort and 
sack the food at the ACC gym from 

2 p.m. to 7 p.m. on December 2. 
Breakfast with Santa and the food 
distribution will be from 8 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Dec. 3 at the ACC 
Student Center, 3110 Mustang 
Road. Food and toys will also will 
be distributed at the Manvel High 
School, 19601 Highway 6.

Volunteers are needed for the 
event to either sort food or distribute 
food to the families.

“When the food is delivered to 
ACC, it is piled high on pallets. We 

have half a day to sort the food 
and re-sack it to ensure that each 
family receives a little of everything,” 
Sanders said. “We always need vol-
unteers to help with this process.”

Those interested in nominating a 
family to receive food can contact 
their local school counselor.

For more information, or to make 
a donation, or if a business would 
like for a donation box to be put in 
their location, contact Sanders at 
(281) 756-3542.

Volunteers sort and pack donated food items collected from the ACC 
Can Feed the Hungry/Alvin ISD Shellie Garza Memorial Food Drive in 
2015.
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Study finds significant differences in plans sold on or off the exchanges, so research your options
By Michelle Andrews
Kaiser Health News (TNS)

Three years after opening their 
online doors, the health insurance 
marketplaces remain under intense 
scrutiny, but individual health plans 
that are not sold through these 
exchanges have largely escaped 
attention. 

New research sheds some light 
on what these plans are like and 
how they fit into the overall indi-
vidual market.

The analysis by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation found that the 
mix of 2016 plans sold outside the 
exchange by brokers or insurers is 
very different from those sold on the 

marketplace. 
On the marketplace, silver plans, 

which pay for 70 percent of covered 
expenses on average, are by far 
the most popular, comprising about 
two-thirds of all plans. Bronze plans 
make up 16 percent, and gold and 
platinum plans are 12 percent of 
marketplace offerings.

Off the marketplace, only about 
a third of plans available are silver. 
Another third of plans are bronze 
offerings that pay for 60 percent 
of expenses on average, while 25 
percent are gold plans that pay for 
80 percent of expenses or platinum 
plans that cover 90 percent.

In addition, more than half of 
plans sold off the exchange offered 
some sort of out-of-network cover-
age, compared with 36 percent of 
plans sold on the exchange.

Premiums and deductibles 
were higher in off-exchange plans, 

the analysis found. The average 
monthly silver premium was $314 
compared with $279 for market-
place plans, while off-exchange 
silver plan deductibles were more 
than $1,200 higher on average, 
$3,273 versus $2,053.

“Off-exchange plans may offer 
out-of-network benefits and other 
features that are more useful to 
people,” said Katherine Hempstead, 
who directs the health insurance 
research work for the foundation.

People who are interested in off-
exchange plans might have family 
members who are being treated 
for a medical condition and want 
access to a broader provider net-
work or to out-of-network providers, 
for example, she said.

Though provider networks may 
be more extensive off the exchange 
and coverage details may vary, 
plans sold on and off the exchange 

must be similar in many ways. The 
health law created standards that 
all individual plans must meet, no 
matter where they’re sold. They 
must all cover essential health 
benefits, including hospitalization, 
prescription drugs and doctor visits, 
for example. 

They also all have to fit into the 
four metal coverage tiers that reflect 
the varying percentages of overall 
health care expenses they cover.

The obvious advantage to buying 
a plan on the marketplace is that 
people can receive premium tax 
credits that make coverage more 
affordable only if they buy a plan 
there. 

About 85 percent of marketplace 
customers qualify for the subsidies 
that are available to people with 
incomes up to 400 percent of the 
federal poverty level (about $47,000 
for one person). 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

The freedom of college can be dangerous 
without wisdom and strong values

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I admit I had a good time in college and didn’t work very hard, 
but now all I can find is a dead-end job. I don’t have a question, but 
maybe you could urge people headed for college not to waste the 
opportunity like I did. - P. McC.

A: Thank you for your concern, and also your honesty. Right now, mil-
lions of high school seniors (and others) are thinking about college, and I 
hope they’ll learn from your example.

Why didn’t you take college more seriously? Only you can answer that, 
of course, but I suspect one reason was because you were away from 
home for the first time, and you were determined to enjoy your new-found 
freedom.

But freedom is dangerous if it’s not linked to wisdom and strong moral 
values. Do you remember Jesus’ story of the prodigal son? (You can read 
it in Luke 15:11-32.) He couldn’t wait to leave home, and once he did, he 
was determined to have as good a time as possible. But eventually his 
money ran out, and he was reduced to eating the same food the pigs ate. 
Instead of being free, he’d become a slave.

Jesus’ story doesn’t end there, however. Eventually, he realized the fool-
ishness of his ways and returned home. He thought his father might reject 
him, but instead he joyfully welcomed him. The father said, “Let’s have a 
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found” (Luke 15:23-24).

This parable is both a warning and a comfort - a warning of what hap-
pens when we leave God out of our lives, but also a comfort because of its 
promise of God’s forgiveness. Don’t waste your life any longer, but commit 
yourself to Christ and begin following Him.

AG Paxton exhausts appeals, prepares for fraud trial
By Lauren McGaughy 
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton has exhausted 
his options for appeal and is prepar-
ing to stand trial for securities fraud 
sometime next year.

“We are preparing for trial in the 
state matter and have confidence in 
the strength of our case,” Paxton’s 
attorney Philip Hilder said Tuesday 
in a prepared statement. “We look 
forward to trying the case in Collin 
County.”

Last month, the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals denied Paxton’s 
request to throw out his three felony 
indictments on charges of violating 
state securities laws. The attorney 
general had the option to ask the 
court one final time to rethink its 
decision but instead opted to begin 
preparations for his trial, which will 
probably start next spring or early 
summer.

The decision brought to a close 
15 months of appeals in Paxton’s 
case. He was indicted in July 2015 
on two first-degree felony counts 
and one third-degree count but 
appealed the charges — alleging 
grand jury mishandling and other 
wrongdoing — all the way to the 
state’s highest criminal court.

Paxton is accused of persuad-
ing investors to buy more than 

$850,000 in stock from a North 
Texas technology startup without 
disclosing he was being paid by 
the company’s CEO. He received 
100,000 shares of Servergy stock in 
exchange, the prosecution alleges, 
and also failed to register with the 
state as an investment adviser 
representative.

Earlier this year, the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission filed 
a federal civil lawsuit against Paxton 
based on the same allegations.

While the criminal court’s denial 
to quash Paxton’s indictments 
marked a loss for the first-term 

Republican, Hilder said his client 
was encouraged by a federal 
judge’s recent decision to temporar-
ily throw out the civil charges.

“The federal judge’s recent 
dismissal of the SEC case high-
lights the challenges the special 
prosecutors will have, as the fraud 
allegations in the dismissed SEC 
case mirror those in the state case. 
Moreover, the burden of proof in the 
criminal case is far greater than that 
of the SEC case,” Hilder said.

The federal government quickly 
amended and refiled the civil 
charges, however. 
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The Cradle of Texas Chapter of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
( DRT) recently presented a Memorial Service at New Beginnings Church 
for members who passed away this year. Those remembered included 
Leona Mae Sherrod, Esther Biggers, Betty Moore, Lola Jane Willy, Lela 
Mae Morris, Paulette Clayton Crosby, and Jessica Munson. Pictured left 
to right are members Judy Bielstein; Claire Haynes, chaplain; Emma 
Jean Tanner, president of Cradle of Texas Chapter.

Local DRT holds memorial service BASF Donates $20,000 to Brazosport ISD Foundation
BASF recently announced a 

$20,000 donation to the Brazosport 
Independent School District (BISD) 
Foundation to further district-wide 
programs in science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) as 
part of the company’s long-stand-
ing commitment to supporting local 
education. 

“BASF understands the students 
we help today become the leaders 
of tomorrow,” said Chris Witte, 
SVP and General Site Manager. 
“Our well-established partnership 
with BISD allows us to support the 
educational process, particularly in 
the STEM fields.”

“The Foundation helps our 
students receive the best pos-
sible education and is committed 
to special instructional programs 
that otherwise would not exist 
because of budgetary constraints,” 
said Jim Martin, BISD Education 
Foundation President. “The direct 
beneficiaries of the Foundation 
and of BASF’s generosity are the 
students of the BISD.”

In addition to financial contribu-

tions, BASF partners with the BISD 
on educational initiatives such as 
student tours of the Freeport plant 
site, Kids’ Lab science educa-

tion program, career fairs, school 
supply drives, duel credit scholar-
ships in Process Technology and 
more. 

BASF Corporation donated $20,000 to Brazosport ISD’s Education 
Foundation. Pictured Chris Witte (front row, center), SVP and General 
Site Manager at BASF, presents a check to Superintendent Danny 
Massey, (back row, center right) who was joined by Brazosport High 
School chemistry students, BISD Foundation Executive Director Brittany 
Rosenbaum (front row, third from left) and Chief Financial Officer Dan 
Schaefer (back row, left center).
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over with.
She was a pretty good teacher 

also. I was just not such a good 
student. But I made an A in the 
class, and finished the semester not 
knowing much Spanish.

I always wondered why my 
Puerto Rican classmates were 
taking Spanish when they already 
knew the language. “It’s an easy 
A, man,” one of them said during 
lunch.

I really envied them for that. But 
now that I am a few decades older, 
I feel like they cheated themselves 
out of an opportunity to become 
trilingual, for free, by taking another 
language like French or German, or 
whatever else that was offered.

Learning a language is hard, and 
it takes a long time, even English, 
which is a pretty basic language 
without too many rules that make no 
sense.

Growing up, I used to buy a 
German language newspaper and 
read it, just to keep up my language 
skills. Fortunately, German and Eng-
lish have a lot of words that sound 
similar, which makes the language 
easier to learn if you already know 
the other one.

There I was, an 11-year-old, 
sitting on a park bench and reading 
this humongous German language 
weekly paper. Not too many other 
kids did that. But over time, I kind of 
let it float away.

Big mistake, because bringing a 
language back is a lot harder than 
retaining it.

Being multilingual has its advan-
tages, according to a Sept. 12 BBC 
report.

“Multilingualism has been shown 
to have many social, psychological 
and lifestyle advantages. Moreover, 
researchers are finding a swathe of 
health benefits from speaking more 
than one language, including faster 
stroke recovery and delayed onset 
of dementia,” stated the article.

“Could it be that the human brain 
evolved to be multilingual – that 
those who speak only one language 
are not exploiting their full poten-
tial?” it asked.

Even if the answer is no, it is a 
lot of fun to be able to converse in 
different languages without using 
Google Translate. I’m not knocking 
Google Translate. I use it all the 

time. It is the greatest invention 
since sliced bread. 

(Why do people use that cliche? 
Sliced bread was easy to invent. 
You take a loaf of bread and slice it.)

Around the world, more than half 
the people – estimates vary from 
60 to 75 percent – speak at least 
two languages. Many countries 
have more than one official national 
language – South Africa has 11. 

People are increasingly expected 
to speak, read and write at least one 
of a handful of “super” languages, 
such as English, Chinese, Hindi, 
Spanish or Arabic.

So, to be monolingual, as many 
native English speakers are, is to be 
in the minority, and perhaps to be 
missing out, argued the BBC report.

A few months ago, I found this 
free language program that I really 
like, Duolingo, and downloaded the 

app. It is incredible, perhaps even 
better than Miss Jelowski. Slowly, I 
am muddling through the German 
and Spanish lessons, trying to do at 
least the minimum required daily by 
the program.

Learning or even re-learning 
another language is not easy, but it 
is rewarding. It’s now a way of life 
for me, and the program has differ-
ent tricks up its’ sleeve to keep my 
interest.

“Congratulations. You are now 52 
percent proficient,” announced the 
program recently.

That’s a nice way to say that I’m 
also 48 percent of: “I have no idea 
of what you’re saying.”

But 52 percent is better than zero. 
If only Miss Jelowski would have 
stressed the benefits of learning 
Spanish, or any other language. But 
maybe she did. Who knows?

There are many great advantages to being multilingual
(Continued from Page 1)
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Nov. 12, 2016 marks the 50th 
anniversary of the birth of Brazoria 
National Wildlife Refuge.

The celebration takes place on 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
2022 CR 227 in Freeport, Texas (1.8 
mi. NE of FM 523).  

Here are just some of the free 
family activities; watch raptors in 
flight during the “Birds of Prey” 
programs, hold butterflies at the but-
terfly encounter tent , build and fly a 
kite and dig for buried treasure. Kids 
of all ages will have a chance to pet 
a reptile, shoot a bow and arrow or 
air rifle. 

You may also simply relax and 
enjoy a van tour around the refuge 
(one leaving every 20 min) to see 
points of interest.  Go on a bird- 
watching tour of the refuge.  A van 
will depart every 90 minutes.

Here are some of the histori-
cal highlights planned; Stephen F. 
Austin re-enactor Stanley Murray 
will make an appearance as will 
Percy Beacroft of the Maddox 
Family to talk about the Maddox 
Homestead. The Brazos Valley 
Railroad Society will be on hand to 
talk about the history of railroads 
and sulfur with a working model. 

The anniversary is being hosted 
by the Mid-Coast National Wildlife 
Refuges with the assistance of 
Friends of Brazoria National Wildlife 
Refuges.

Delicious food will be served in 
the pavilion from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
with a menu of hot dogs, barbecue 
sandwiches, chips and drinks. For 
more information on other activi-
ties and van schedules, go to http:
//bnwr-50th.org/.

Help celebrate the 50th anniversary of Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge this Saturday

Enjoy the many fun activities as the Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge celebrates its 5oth anniversary 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on  Saturday, Nov. 12.
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dates of battles, wars, coronations, 
deaths, treaties, and other such 
goings on with about as much emo-
tion as he might have employed to 
recite a grocery list. And I guess he 
assumed that we would determine 
their relevance from the pages he 
assigned in a textbook that was 
about the size of a shoebox. Then, 

on quizzes and examinations, we 
were asked to regurgitate those 
dates and answer tricky questions 
designed to see if we’d actually 
done the reading.

I hadn’t. Partly because I was not 
yet mature enough to realize that 
oftentimes we have to do things we 
don’t really want to do. But mainly 
because that dry-as-toast teacher 

had failed to spark any interest 
whatsoever in me regarding Ameri-
can history. In fact, he did just the 
opposite; he made me think that the 
past was as dry, dusty, and useless 
as his delivery of it.

When I dropped out of the 
university, it caught the attention of 
a relative I didn’t even know I had 
– an Uncle Sam – and I spent the 

next two years, per his request, in 
the army. When I mustered out, I 
went back to college and signed 
up for a full load of courses, one of 
which was American History.

The professor this time didn’t 
lecture.  He told story after story, 
making long-dead 
generals and presi-
dents come fully to 
life in my imagina-
tion. I wrote franti-
cally in my notebook 
to keep up with 
him.  He assigned 
probably the same 
pages in the big 
textbook that my 
previous teacher had, but this time 
I couldn’t wait to read them every 
night, because I wanted to know as 
much as I could about the things we 
were studying.

That man didn’t so much teach 
me history as he invited me into it. 
And in doing so, he proved to be 
what I now consider an excellent 
educator: Someone who not only 
knows a lot about his or her field, 
but loves it.  And, most importantly, 

is able to share it.
The theme of today’s harangue is 

twofold.  First, teachers – of history 
or anything else – would do well 
to follow the example put forth by 
Chaucer in the Canterbury Tales 
when he described the Oxford 

Cleric, a young fellow 
who would forego 
much to buy more 
books.  “For gladly 
would he learn,” Chau-
cer wrote, “and gladly 
teach.”

Second, and this  
won’t come as a sur-
prise if you’ve dropped 
in here before, the 

very best way to communicate, to 
convey information that is essential, 
informative, or simply entertaining 
is to make it palatable and – just 
maybe – enjoyable.

In other words, tell a story.
Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be accessed 
at ronrozellewordsmith.wordpress.com. 
He is the author of “Writer’s Digest’s 
Write Great Fiction: Description & 
Setting,” and nine other books of fiction 
and nonfiction.

Telling a good story and making it come alive are keys to learning and appreciating history 
(Continued from Page 1)
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Honoring our Veterans
2016

To all the veterans, Thank you for your service
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Parade through Angleton on Veterans Day 2015

‘A Soldier 
Known But to 

God’
In 1921, an American soldier – his 

name “known but to God” – was buried 
on a Virginia hillside overlooking the 
Potomac River and the city of Wash-
ington, D.C.  

The burial site of this unknown 
World War I soldier in Arlington 
National Cemetery symbolized dignity 
and reverence for America’s veterans.

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier 
in England and France, where an 
“unknown soldier” of the Great War 
was buried in each nation’s highest 
place of honor (in England, West-
minster Abbey; in France, the Arc de 
Triomphe).

These memorial gestures all took 
place on Nov. 11, giving universal 
recognition to the celebrated ending of 
World War I hostilities at 11 a.m., Nov. 
11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month). The day became 
known as “Armistice Day.”

Armistice Day officially received its 
name in America in 1926 through a 
Congressional resolution.  

It became a national holiday 12 
years later by similar Congressional 
action.  If World War I had indeed been 
“the war to end all wars,”  Nov. 11 
might still be called Armistice Day.
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Many people confuse Memorial Day and Veterans Day. Both holidays were 
established to recognize and honor the men and women who have worn the 
uniform of the United States Armed Forces.

But Memorial Day, which is observed on the last Monday in May, was originally 
set aside as a day for remembering and honoring military personnel who died in 
the service of their country, particularly those who died in battle, or as a result of 
wounds sustained in battle. 

While those who died are also remembered on Veterans Day, which is observed 
on Nov. 11, Veterans Day is intended to thank and honor all those who served 
honorably in the military - in wartime or peacetime.  In fact, Veterans Day is largely 
intended to thank living Veterans for their service, to acknowledge that their contri-
butions to our national security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all 
those who served - not only those who died - have sacrificed and done their duty. 

In December 2000, the U.S. Congress passed and the president signed into 
law “The National Moment of Remembrance Act,” P.L. 106-579, creating the White 
House Commission on the National Moment of Remembrance. The commission’s 
charter is to “encourage the people of the United States to give something back to 
their country, which provides them so much freedom and opportunity” by encourag-
ing and coordinating commemorations in the United States of Memorial Day and 
the National Moment of Remembrance.

The National Moment of Remembrance encourages all Americans to pause 
wherever they are at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day for a minute of silence to 
remember and honor those who have died in service to the nation.

Memorial Day and Veterans Day
The difference between the holidays The HUD-VASH program pro-

vides rental assistance and case 
management for homeless veter-
ans. To be eligible, veterans must 
be homeless according to the defini-
tion in the McKinney Homeless 
Assistance Act and the Homeless 
Emergency Assistance and Rapid 
Transition to Housing Act of 2009. 
They must also participate in case 
management, supportive services, 
recommendations for treatment and 
any other assistance they need to 
maintain recovery and keep their 
housing. Primary candidates for the 
program are veterans who are most 
vulnerable, including women, the 
disabled, and those recently return-
ing from combat or suffering serious 
mental illness or substance abuse.

The HUD-VASH program helps 
single veterans and those with 
families find permanent housing, but 

for a family to receive assistance, 
the veteran must reside with them. 
The local Public Housing Authority 
assesses whether veterans meet 
the criteria for housing assistance, 
including income limits, and the 

local VA assesses the clinical 
eligibility of the applicants. Veterans 
must have the physical and mental 
ability to take care of themselves 
and fulfill the requirements of recom-
mended treatment.

Federal housing assistance available to homeless vets

Free stuff for 
veterans

Many businesses are honor-
ing our veterans on Nov. 11 with 
special deals and free meals and 
services like hair cuts. Please 
check with the establishments to 
see if they are participating. Here 
is a sampling.

Great Clips Free Haircut
On Veterans Day, custom-

ers who come in for a haircut at 
any U.S. Great Clips salon will 

receive a free haircut card to give 
to an active/inactive/retired military 
member of any branch, including 
the National Guard. Military mem-
bers can also come in on Veterans 
Day for a free haircut or to pick up a 
free haircut card to use, with proof 
of service.

IHOP
This year on Friday, November 

11, IHOP will be honoring veterans 
and active military men and women 
with a free stack of Red, White, and 
Blue pancakes.

Red Lobster
Active duty military, reserve, and 

military veterans can stop by Red 
Lobster and get a free appetizer or 
dessert on Thursday, November 10 
and Friday, Nov. 11.

Chuck. E. Cheese
In honor of Veterans Day this 

Nov. 11, Chuck E. Cheese’s is 
giving out one free personal pizza 
to all active and retired military 
members at participating stores 
nationwide. A Uniformed Services 
ID card or Common Access Card is 
required.

Texas Roadhouse
Any eligible customer who comes 

into Texas Roadhouse on Wednes-

day, Nov. 11, will get a free lunch in 
honor of Veterans Day. 

Amazon.com
Offering 20% off of select apparel 

on Veterans Day. Promotion code: 
“20veterans”

AARP
AARP is offering a 20% member-

ship discount for veterans, their 
families, and anyone interested in 
annual or multi-year memberships 
and renewals.

Dollar General
11% off total purchase in-store or 

online on Veterans Day for veterans 
and active military and their family 

members. Valid for participat-
ing locations and on qualifying 
purchases.

Ikea
From Nov. 8 – Nov. 11 veterans 

can enjoy a free entree at Ikea. 
Please show some form of military 
ID.

Jiffy Lube
Jiffy Lube service center is offer-

ing 25% off as a “Thank You” to 
the men and women of our Armed 
Forces.  I.D. required. Excludes 
Value Oil Change Plus, batteries 
and brake, alignment, and diag-
nostic services.

Meet your ancestors
“Meet Your Ancestors” annual 

event will be held Nov. 11, spon-
sored by the Columbia Historical 
Museum and the Columbia Cem-
etery Association.

This year local veterans/heroes 
from The War of 1812 to WWII will 
be honored. 

The  narrators  are dressed in 
period attire and  speak in the  first  
person. The cemetery is located on 
E. Jackson Street across from the 
Methodist Church in historic West 
Columbia. 

Guided tours will be conducted 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. There is no 
admission, and light refreshments 
will be served. 

For information, please call 
(979)345-3340 or (979) 345-6125. 
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Texas Roadhouse in Lake Jackson is proud to have partnered with Military 
Mom’s and Wives of Brazoria County. 

Come by Texas Roadhouse in Lake Jackson and purchase a “ I Love Our 
Troops” T-shirt for $25, and  Texas Roadhouse will give a veteran a $25 gift 
card to Texas Roadhouse.

Texas Roadhouse will be presenting the gift cards to Military Moms and 
Wives of Brazoria County on Nov. 10.

Buy a T-shirt and Texas Roadhouse 
will give gift cards to veterans

This Veterans Day, you are 
invited to celebrate veterans and 
commemorate San Antonio’s long 
military history at the Alamo.

In honor of their service this 
Veterans Day, all active-duty military 
members and veterans plus one 
guest will receive a free tour of their 
choice at the Alamo on Friday, Nov. 
11.  This offer is good onsite only for 
both our audio and battlefield tours.

All visitors are encouraged to 
stop by Cavalry Courtyard on the 
Alamo grounds this Veterans Day to 
commemorate and thank those who 
have selflessly served.

Free Alamo tours

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

“I had no idea that many men and 
women have served our country in 
our armed forces.” 

“Ah, yes, you refer to Veterans 
Day facts and figures shared by the 
U.S. Census Bureau. Did you know 
there are 19.3 million U.S. veterans 
living today? Roughly half are 65 
and older. Nearly 2 million are under 

the age of 35.” 
“That’s interesting stuff. Those 

older than 65 served in World War 
II, Korea and Vietnam and the 2 mil-
lion under 35 served mostly in Iraq 
and Afghanistan after 911?” 

“You are correct. According to 
statistics released by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, World 
War II vets are dying at a rate of 
approximately 492 a day. This 

means there are approximately only 
855,070 veterans remaining of the 
16 million who served our nation in 
World War II.” 

“The greatest generation!” 
“My father served in the Korean 

War. He is 82. Of the 5.7 million who 
served during that war, 2 million 
veterans are still with us.”

“What about the Vietnam War?” 
“Of the 8.7 million veterans who 

served in that horrific war, 7 million 
are still alive. To round out the num-
bers, 5.5 million veterans served 
during the Gulf War era, which 
spans 1990 to the present. Roughly 
4.4 million veterans served during 
peacetime. Other veterans had it 
awfully tough.” 

“How so?” 
“Nearly 63,000 living veterans 

served during the Vietnam War and 
both periods of the Gulf War. They 
served from August 1990 through 
August 2001 and then from Septem-
ber 2001 and beyond.” 

“God bless them for their service.” 
“Some of our living veterans 

served through three wartime peri-
ods! Nearly 37,000 served during 
World War II, the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War.” 

“Wow.” 
“The makeup of the armed 

services is changing as our demo-
graphics change. Though nearly 80 
percent are ‘non-Hispanic white,’ 
nearly 12 percent are black, 6 
percent are Hispanic, 1.5 percent 
are Asian and nearly 2.5 percent 
are Native Americans, Alaskans and 
Hawaiians.” 

“What about women who serve?” 
“Those numbers are growing, 

too. There are currently 1.6 million 
female veterans in our country.” 

“We are lucky to still have these 
men and women with us and the 
purpose of Veterans Day is to honor 
all of those who have served. But 
what about the people who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for our country?” 

“Did you know that nearly 1 mil-
lion Americans have died for their 
country? Approximately 4,500 died 
during the American revolution.” 

“I did not know that. What about 
our bloody Civil War?” 

“Bloody is the right word. Nearly 
370,000 Union soldiers and 135,000 
Confederate soldiers died during 
that war. We lost nearly 120,000 
veterans in World War I and nearly 
405,000 in World War II. The 
Korean War claimed 34,000 and the 
Vietnam War 48,000.” 

“Those are sobering numbers.” 
“If there is any silver lining as far 

as war goes, it is that our modern 
war-fighting techniques and medical 

technologies are resulting in fewer 
battlefield deaths. Of the 1.5 million 
who have served in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, we have suffered approxi-
mately 6,500 losses. However, 
nearly 50,000 were wounded and 
many of them are still suffering from 
their disabilities.” 

“We need to do more to help our 
suffering veterans.” 

“That is exactly what Veterans 
Day is about. It is a special day 
when we honor all of those who 
have served. It is also a great day to 
give back.” 

“Give back?” 
“We can volunteer at a local 

veterans’ organization or provide 
financial support. CharityWatch.org 
has a list of legitimate organizations 
that provide help and resources 
to disabled veterans. I’m going to 
donate $50 now.” 

“Now that’s the kind of Veterans 
Day number I prefer!” 

         ©2015 Tom Purcell.

Let’s sacrifice a little to help veterans, who have sacrificed a lot to keep us free

 ACC to commemorate Veterans Day
Area veterans are invited to attend the annual Veterans Day Ceremony at 

Alvin Community College on Friday, Nov. 11 at 9 a.m.
The ceremony will feature guest speaker, veteran John Evans as well as 

recognition of Gold Star Mothers. There will also be a performance by the 
ACC Choir and a presentation of a memorial wreath.

The ceremony will be a culmination of  many events open to local veterans 
during Veterans Week.

On Monday, veterans are welcome for free coffee and donuts from 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. in the new Veterans Room in G-Building. Tuesday, the Veter-
ans Club will host a meeting in the Veterans Room starting at 12:30 p.m. 
Veterans needing help with their benefits can attend the Resource Fair on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Student Center. A free lunch will be 
offered to veteran students and staff on Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the Student Center.

The Veterans Day Ceremony will take place at the Memorial Wall between 
buildings A and B. The ceremony is open to the public.

For more information about the Veterans Day activities at ACC, please call 
(281) 756-3530 or e-mail therzog@alvincollege.edu.
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The Damon Independent School District will serve as the host of 
the 2016 Brazoria County Veterans Day Parade on Nov. 11. 

Parade organizers are expecting a great turn-out in the small 
town of Damon. Bands from Brazoria County High Schools, floats 
from veterans’ organizations and others will line the streets of 
Damon. 

Visitors will be treated to a hotdog provided by the veteran group 
at BASF, to be served on the school grounds following the parade.

The Grand Stand will be placed at the grocery store located on 
the corner of CR 264 and State Hwy 36. The Texas Department 
of Transportation has authorized the closing of Highway 36 along 
the parade route highway from 9:30 a.m. to the conclusion of the 
parade. 

The security for the parade is being handled by the Brazoria 
County Sheriff’s Department.

 Breakfast will be provided for all veterans beginning at 7-9 a.m. 
The breakfast is provided by the Ladies Auxiliary of the VFW of 
Old Ocean.

Breakfast will be served by the student council of Damon ISD. 
The streets of Damon will be lined with flags. Organizers are 
preparing the town for this great event. The Brazoria County Road 
and Bridge Department have been in Damon for weeks improving 
the pavement for this celebration.

The Veterans Day program will be held at Damon ISD gymna-
sium at 12:30 following the conclusion of the parade. Area drill 
teams will perform routines and special veterans groups will be 
recognized. The program will also include all of the students of 
Damon ISD.

Groups who seek to participate in the parade may call the 
school at (979) 742-3457 or email drhodes@damonisd.net to 
express your desire to enter.

Damon ISD to host this year’s 
Veterans Day Parade Nov. 11

Honoring those who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces
How Veterans Day Began

Veterans Day is always observed 
on Nov.11 with speeches and 
parades across the United States. 
When the holiday first began, 
though, it had a different name, 
which was Armistice Day.  Here is 
how the day has progressed over 
time:

It was first celebrated on Nov. 11, 
1919 which was the first anniversary 
of the end of World War I.

In 1926, Congress passed a reso-
lution for an annual observance.

In 1938, Nov. 11 became a 
national holiday.

In 1954, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signed legislation 
changing the name to Veterans 
Day in order to honor veterans of all 
American wars. The day is to honor 
those who have died fighting as well 
as those who survived.

In 1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill 
was passed by Congress, which 
moved Veterans Day to the fourth 
Monday in October. The law went 
into effect in 1971, but reverted back 
to November 11 in 1975 by Presi-
dent Ford because of the important 
historical significance the date held.

Veterans by the Numbers
There were 19.3 million military 

veterans in the U.S. in 2014. Of 
those:

• 1.6 million were female

• 11.4 percent were African 
American.

• 78.9 percent were non-Hispanic 
white

• 6.1 percent were Hispanic
• 9.4 million were 65 and older
• 1.7 million were younger than 35

Veterans by the War
Thirty-five percent of all living 

veterans served during the Vietnam 
War. In 2009, there were:

• 7.0 million Vietnam-era veter-
ans. (1964-1975)

• 5.5 million Gulf War veterans. 
(August 1990 to present)

• 1.1 million World War II veter-
ans. (1941-1945)

• 2.0 million veterans of the 
Korean War. (1950-1953)

• 62,544 living veterans who 
served during the Vietnam War 
and both periods of the Gulf War 
(August 1990 to August 2001 and 
September 2001 or later).

Veterans in the Work Force
• 7.4 million veterans were in the 

civilian labor force in 2014 and 7.0 

million of them were employed.
• Women veterans earned 

$31,810 in 2014, more than the 
$21,804 earned by female civilians 
with no military experience.

• Male veterans earned $37,307 
in 2014, more than the $32,433 
earned by male civilians with no 
military service.

• 9.2 percent of the U.S. non-farm 
firms were owned by veterans. 
Veteran-owned firms comprised an 
estimated 2.5 million of the 27.6 
million non-farm businesses nation-
wide in 2012. 

Veterans’ Income, Education 
and Disability

• 27.5 percent of veterans who 
were 25 and older held at least a 
bachelor’s degree compared to 30.3 
percent non-veterans.

• 3.8 million veterans suffered 
from a “service-connected disabil-
ity” in 2014.  This type of disability 
is when a solider gets injured or 
aggravates an injury while on duty 
or suffered from a disease that 
results in a disability.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: I know you need to have limited resources to receive Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI). But what is considered a resource?

A: Resources are things you own that you can use for support. They 
include cash, real estate, personal belongings, bank accounts, stocks, and 
bonds. To be eligible for SSI a person must have no more than $2,000 in 
countable resources. A married couple must have no more than $3,000 in 
countable resources. If you own resources over the SSI limit, you may be 
able to get SSI benefits while trying to sell the resources. Not all of your 
resources count toward the SSI resource limit. For example:

—The home you live in and the land it’s on do not count.
—Your personal effects and household goods do not count.
—Life insurance policies may not count, depending on their value.
—Your car usually does not count.
—Burial plots for you and members of your immediate family do not 

count.
—Up to $1,500 in burial funds for you and up to $1,500 in burial funds 

for your spouse may not count.
—If you are blind or have a disability, some items may not count if you 

plan to use them to work or earn extra income.
You may also wish to read our material on “resources” in the booklet, 

Understanding SSI at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi/text-understanding-
ssi.htm.

Q: Is it true that a person can own a home and still be eligible 
for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits?

A: Yes. A person who owns a home and lives in that home can be eligi-
ble for SSI benefits. Although there is an asset limit for people to qualify for 
SSI, some things don’t count toward that limit, such as a house, a vehicle, 
and some funds set aside for burial expenses. To learn more about SSI 
and the eligibility requirements, browse our booklet, Supplemental Security 
Income at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/11000.html. 

Brazosport College Peer Recruiters Yanneliz Nava, Cassandra Castillo 
and Vianey Hinojosa-Martinez pass candy out to kids from the Bill & 
Julia May Children’s Center at Brazosport College on Halloween.

Halloween at Brazosport College Brueggerhoff 
new extension  
agent in county

Stephen Brueggerhoff has been 
named the new Brazoria County 
Extension Agent - Horticulture, 
according to Dale A. Fritz, Ph.D., 
District Extension Administrator, and 
the Brazoria County Commissioners 
Court. 

He will assume his new duties on 
Dec.1,  and fills the position previ-
ously held by Beth McMahon.

Brueggerhoff earned a Master 
of Forest Resources Degree in 
Urban Horticulture/Botanic Garden 
Administration from the University 
of Washington and a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Horticulture 
from Sam Houston State University. 
While at Sam Houston, he was 
active in the Horticulture Club and 
Delta Tau Alpha.

Currently, Brueggerhoff serves 
as an Extension Program Specialist 
with the Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service through the Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks, and 
Tourism at Texas A&M University. 

In this role, he manages the 
Texas Event Leadership Certificate 
Program for business leaders in the 
festival and events industry and the 
Texas Friendly Hospitality Program 
by providing training for staff and 
business managers on best prac-
tices for customer service. 
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Small businesses love our prices. The Bulletin 
enables you to keep your business visible all the 
time. Call (979) 849-407 to see how affordable we 

really are. 
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LOOK, WE’VE CHANGED OUR MINDS; CAN WE GO? Two 
armed robbers stormed into a cellphone store in Paterson, N.J., and 
demanded money, so the manager slipped out a back door and into an 
adjacent office. He locked that door and went outside and slammed shut 
a metal gate in front of the cell phone store, trapping the thieves inside. 
People gathered outside and laughed at them.

HEY, THAT’S WHAT MY PARENTS SAID ABOUT MY DOG, 
SKIPPY: A rooster named Steve had been harassing the residents of 
several neighborhoods in Forest Grove. Ore. So animal control officials 
captured him, and announced that he will be taken to a farm upstate and 
set free.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN … WHAT THE -?: A 42-
year-old woman who had been pulled over for drunk driving in Madison, 
Wis., cracked open a beer right in front of the police officer.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN “IT’S NOT A CRIME!?” A 15-year-old 
Canadian girl called the police emergency number to complain that her 
parents “forced her” to go on vacation with them at a rented cottage in 
Trent Hills, which is far to the northeast of Toronto. She was advised that 
this is a misuse of the police number.

WE’LL DO WHAT WE CAN, BUT IT DOESN’T LOOK GOOD: 
A frantic man drove his pickup truck to the main entrance of a major 
hospital in Perth, Australia to demand that his passenger be given emer-
gency medical treatment. He was so “high on meth” that he didn’t realize 
that the man had been dead for at least a day.

I THINK YOU’VE MADE YOUR POINT, MA’AM: A woman’s 
attempt to buy $2,200 worth of gift cards at a Safeway in Springfield, 
Ore., was refused because her check did not clear due to insufficient 
funds. So she drove her SUV right through the glass doors on the west 
side of the building, went all the way to the back of the store, drove back 
down the aisle to the door in reverse, then smashed through the east 
doors and drove out.

ROOFTOP, ROOFTOP, COUPLE, ROOFTOP … HEY, WAIT! 
A man went to the top of a building to film a panoramic view of some 
decorative rooftops in Astana, Kazakhstan in the bright sunshine when 
his camera suddenly spied an amorous couple obliviously engaged in a 
romantic relationship on an adjacent roof.

BUT WE WERE GETTING ALONG SO WELL: An 80-year-old 
man was watching TV with a woman in her 20s at his South Euclid, Ohio 
home. (He did not know her last name, and how she came to be in his 
home is unclear.) Anyhow, she had him go downstairs to make her a hot 
dog, and, when he got back, she was gone. So were his car, house keys 
and wallet, which contained his credit cards and $380 in cash.

I SAID, WE WANT BURGERS! A woman who was “very clearly 
extremely intoxicated” pulled up at the drive-thru window of the Dairy 
Queen in Belfast, Maine, insisted that she was at McDonalds, and 
demanded that the staff serve her children a Happy Meal.

Fancy byte: New Apple store in Chicago costing $62M
By Robert Channick
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — It’s going to take a 
lot of iPhones, watches and Genius 
Bar appointments to cover the cost 
of the new glass-enclosed Apple 
store being built along the Chicago 
River on North Michigan Avenue.

A construction permit issued by 
the city put the price of the project 
at $62 million.

The 20,000-square-foot store is 
going up, or more precisely, down, 
behind a temporary black wall.

Plans call for a high-profile but 
virtually transparent plaza-level 
entrance leading to the below-
ground store overlooking the 
Chicago Riverwalk.

A crane looms above the wall, 
and the sounds of construction 

break through the din of traffic, with 
views from the adjacent Michigan 
Avenue bridge providing a glimpse 
of the unique structure taking 
shape.

Zeller Realty Group, owner of the 
property, announced the project last 
November. 

Work has been going on for 
some time, but the construction 
permit is the green light to build the 

facility to completion, city officials 
said. The Apple store replaces a 
vacant food court at the site.

A spokeswoman for Zeller 
declined to give a target date for 
completion, while an Apple spokes-
woman recycled a statement from 
last fall promising “something even 
more remarkable” than its existing 
store on. Michigan Ave., which has 
been open since 2003.
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How to manage political discourse at the workplace
By Liz Reyer
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

It’s safe to say that this election is 
challenging civility in unprecedented 
ways. Yet, you can create an envi-
ronment that stays apart from that, 
at least during the workday.

First, determine what you’d like 
to see in terms of climate. At the 
minimum, you’ll expect respect and 
getting the work done; collaboration 
and camaraderie are also desirable. 
In normal times, how well does your 
team get along? Thinking honestly, 
are there fault lines that indicate 
shaky relationships, or are things 

generally good?
Do a bit of team analysis. While 

it sounds like the issue is some-
what widespread, are there people 
who are particularly influential? If 
so, enlisting them to help get the 
situation under control could be 
very helpful. If they tend to fan the 
flames, get your point across to 
them that there are lines that are 
being crossed and that it’s damag-
ing the company.

Moving into action, your key tactic 
is going to be communication. Get 
your employees in a room and put 
the issue on the table. You’ll want to 
plan out your talking points so that 
you hit the right notes. Be ready to 
speak to the aspects that are central 
to your identity as a team, your 
values as people, and the impor-
tance of supporting one another, 
even when you disagree. You care 
about the company and the team’s 

well-being — let your feelings 
show so your employees under-
stand how important this is to you.

Then, as you describe the 
problems you see emerging, turn 
to the team to help develop some 
ground rules and strategies. If 
you choose a total moratorium on 
political speech, for example, you 
could have a penalty jar — put in a 
buck whenever you slip — and use 
it for a company party.

Of course, if the behavior is 
actively hostile or abusive, you’ll 
need to take a harder stand, taking 
the offending employee aside for 
correction to reduce the possibility 
of escalation.

Be sure to have a visible pres-
ence at the workplace. If you’ve 
communicated an expectation 
and you’re around to observe 
whether it’s being met, you’ll cut 
the chances that people will slip. 

 MATAGORDA 
HOUSE
700  12th Street

Bay City, Texas 77414
979-245-7800

All positions include a 
sign-on bonus

Conditions apply

LVN’s . RN’s . CNA’s
Weekend House Supervisor

(Must be an RN)

Unit Managers
(Must be an RN or LVN)

CMA’s
Restorative Aide

(Must be a CNA)
Apply in person or online at:

www.thelegacycampus.com

E.O.E

Did you know?
• Draculin — a protein in vampire 

bat saliva that keeps blood from 
clotting—may be used in an anti-
stroke medication to stop clots in 
the brain.

• Each week, about 1.5 million 
Americans without paid sick leave 
go to work despite feeling ill.

• Clown cars are completely 
gutted with no barrier between the 
trunk and the rest of the car, which 
is why they can fit so many adults.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• In 1944, Jewish prisoners at a Nazi site in Lithuania dug a 115-foot-long-
escape tunnel with only their hands and spoons in three months.

• Only 1 in 4,233 U.S. high school football players eventually make it to the 
NFL.

• The odds of any given person becoming a saint are 1 in 20,000,000.
• You are 3.4 times more likely to die by lightning strike than you are to 

become a member of the U.S. Congress.
• You are 10 times more likely to die in a plane crash than you are to 

become President of the United States.
• Researchers have found a way to hack into almost any device using only 

the sound of a computer’s fans.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BOWER  MAIZE  MEMORY  TRAGIC
Answer: The graffiti vandal was arrested for a -- GRIME CRIME

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Add to the foundation. A 
romantic prospect may already be set into a firm base 
but this week you may progress matters a little further. 
Decisions that require you to spend your hard earned 
cash should be put on hold.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): You are the anchor. 
Friends and loved ones see you as steady and reliable 
this week. They will not hesitate to come to you to 
guide them through difficult situations. Amid confusion 
and tensions, you calmly reach correct decision.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Pretty is as pretty 
does. Surround yourself with things that are bright, 
cheerful and pleasant to look at to create inspiration 
in the week ahead. People will be fascinated by your 
sense of style and good taste and put you in high 
demand.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Find your comfort 
zone. You will be at your best when doing familiar 
things that set your mind at ease. Stick with normal 
routines and schedules in the week ahead as shaking 
things up may leave you feeling flustered and over-
whelmed.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Music hath charms to 
soothe the savage beast. A loved one may be on the 
war path this week but you know just the right words to 
calm them down. Investment opportunities may prove 
more harmful than helpful.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): There’s a time and 
a place for everything. Adopt the appropriate angle 
toward a situation and don’t try to mix business with 
pleasure. A special someone may have a lot to say 

this week and you would be wise to listen.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Unsung love is still love. 

You and a partner may be in perfect sync without even 
needing to say a word in the week to come. Concentrate 
on matters of the heart and your love life as business and 
career endeavors may prove unsatisfying.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The world is not enough. 
Romance blossoms as you and a significant other forge a 
bond that borders on a spiritual plane. Use your best judg-
ment and good taste to purchase items that are of lasting 
value and importance this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A little push may be 
needed to get the ball rolling. Someone’s sage advice or 
glowing compliments may inspire you to accomplish some-
thing great this week. You’ll do far better when among 
other people than off on your own.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): If the shoe fits, wear 
it. You may acquire or discover something that only seems 
to appeal to you. If it makes you happy, that’s all that mat-
ters. It is not a good week to gamble with finances or make 
investments.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): What goes around 
comes around. Being sympathetic and kind will attract 
like-minded individuals who hope to share your positive 
energy. Frank and honest discussions may yield valuable 
new insights as this week unfolds.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Nobody is perfect. Don’t 
demand that someone live up to impossibly high ideals as 
you risk a swift backlash. A difficult situation may be easy 
to overcome if you keep your cool in the week ahead and 
avoid getting emotional.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Nov. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1805, 
American explorers Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark first sighted 
the Pacific Ocean on their ardu-
ous voyage from St. Louis across 
the vast territory of the Louisiana 
Purchase. In 1962, Richard M. 
Nixon, after losing California’s 
gubernatorial election, told report-
ers, “You won’t have Dick Nixon to 
kick around anymore.”

Nov. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1932, 

New York Gov. Franklin D. Roos-
evelt defeated incumbent Herbert 
Hoover for the presidency. In 1960, 
Sen. John F. Kennedy defeated Vice 
President Nixon for the presidency.

Nov. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1938, 
Nazi thugs looted and burned at 
least 250 synagogues and more 
than 7,000 Jewish-owned stores, 
hospitals and houses in Germany 
and Austria. It became known 
as “the night of broken glass” or 
Kristallnacht because of the shards 
of broken windows that littered so 
many streets. In 1989, communist 
East Germany opened its borders, 
allowing citizens to travel freely to 
the West; joyful Germans danced 
atop the Berlin Wall.

Nov. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1969, “Sesame Street” premiered 
on PBS television. In 1975, the iron 
ore ship Edmund Fitzgerald sank 
during a storm on Lake Superior 
with its crew of 29 men, all of whom 

perished.
Nov. 11: ON THIS DATE 

in 1620, 41 people aboard the 
Mayflower, anchored near the 
Massachusetts coast, signed the 
Mayflower Compact, which was the 
Plymouth Colony’s first governing 
document. In 1918, fighting in World 
War I ended after the signing of an 
armistice between the Allies and 
Germany. 

Nov. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1933, the Nazi party received 92 
percent of the vote in Germany. In 
1948, deposed Japanese Premier 
Hideki Tojo was sentenced to death 
by a war crimes tribunal.

Nov. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1895, canned pineapple was 
shipped from Hawaii for the first 
time. In 1927, the Holland Tunnel 
opened to the public, providing 
access between New York City and 
New Jersey beneath the Hudson 
River.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Research shows that those who 

eat a lot of trans fats are more likely 
to have a smaller brain.

• In Italy, Viagra gelato is a real 
thing — it’s bright blue, made with 
African aphrodisiac herbs, and 
tastes like bubblegum.

• In 2016, the average size of a 
new apartment in the U.S. is 934 
square feet, 8 percent smaller than 
10 years ago.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Sweet Spanish wine
7 Work unit: Abbr.
11 Mendel’s sci.
14 Place to surf
15 Washbowl partner
16 Protein-building molecule
17 Holy woman sculpted by Bernini
19 Battleship letters
20 Self-conscious question
21 Preceder of old age?

22 Peoria-to-Decatur dir.
25 It may call for lateral thinking
28 Iconic figure with an anchor 
tattoo
30 Tenochtitl‡n natives
31 Zenith
32 Chanted phrase
35 Van Gogh painting depicting 
peasants
41 Hostile advance
42 Toe loop kin

43 Not around much
46 Campaign ad urging
48 Many a sofa
52 Common animal in “The Far 
Side” comics
53 Participated in a poetry slam
54 Holey reef dweller
56 Give __: pay attention
57 Words spoken often this time of 
year, one of which is anagrammed 
four times in this puzzle
62 Whirlpool site
63 __ nitrate
64 Allow
65 Lush
66 In the wrong business?
67 Scone fruit

DOWN
1 High pts.
2 “So that’s the answer!”
3 Island souvenir
4 Years in the Roman legion
5 Manages
6 It’s worn
7 Physics Nobelist of 1938
8 Typical “Divergent” reader
9 Guitar man Paul
10 Beach top
11 Banana blemish
12 How many artists work
13 Police weapons
18 Greek vowel
21 Gangster film sound effect
22 Cross words
23 Junior-to-be
24 Sport with double touches
26 Museum that awards the Turner 
Prize
27 Biblical scribe
29 No longer valid
32 “Nixon in China” tenor role
33 __ moment’s notice
34 Auction bid, often
36 Formerly
37 Half of seis
38 Board member, usually
39 Slots spot
40 Impede
43 Overachiever’s concern
44 Chintzy
45 Turkish peak
46 Thin layer
47 “Star Wars” surname
49 Best Angler and Best Jockey, e.g.
50 Ask (for), as a job
51 First car, for many
55 Actor Morales
57 Harrison role
58 Ovid’s “I love”
59 CNN launcher
60 Wearer of a “Y” sweatshirt
61 Stimpy’s chum
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
DRUM  TUBA  LUTE  PIANO  BANJO  FLUTE  CELLO  TRUMPET
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of the biggest hits they’ve penned 
for today’s most iconic stars set to 
the sounds of a symphony.

Rutherford has earned eight No. 
1 hits; multiple Grammys, CMA and 
ACM nominations and more than 
20 ASCAP awards, including both 
of the coveted awards for Country 
Song of the Year and Songwriter of 
the Year.

His name is on No. 1 songs by 
Tim McGraw; Montgomery Gentry; 
Gretchen Wilson; Brad Paisley and 
Dolly Parton (for the stunning duet 
“When I Get Where I’m Going”), 
Kenny Chesney; Rodney Atkins; 
Trace Adkins; and Brooks & Dunn, 
penning the duo’s most successful 
single to-date, “Ain’t Nothing ‘Bout 
You,” which spent six weeks at No. 
1 and won both 2002 Billboard and 
2002 ASCAP Song Of The Year 
awards. Rivers has also enjoyed 
success with country music giants 
of the likes of Carrie Underwood, 
Keith Urban, Lady Antebellum, 
Darius Rucker, Reba McEntire, Toby 
Keith, Faith Hill and Gary Allen.

Montana is known for his talent 
for tapping into powerful emotions 
in his songwriting, which has led to 
a string of hits and awards for him 
and some of country music’s biggest 
stars.

Montana’s No. 1 credits include 
Garth Brooks’ record-breaking 
single “More Than A Memory,” Sara 
Evans’ smash “Suds in the Bucket,” 

the Grammy-nominated “Bring On 
the Rain,” recorded by Jo Dee Mes-
sina with Tim McGraw, and his most 
recent chart topper “Hard To Love,” 
the title cut from Curb recording 
artist Lee Brice’s 2012 CD.  

The Music City Hit-Makers fea-
tures symphonic scores by Charles 
Judge, arranger and conductor for 
Carrie Underwood’s triumphant 
performances with the Hollywood 
Bowl & Ravinia Festival Orchestras, 
and Blake Shelton’s Not-So-Family 
Christmas Special, which aired on 
NBC.

The show is sponsored by Free-
port LNG.

Tickets for the show are $35 for 
adults, $30 for seniors and Brazos-
port College employees, and $10 for 
students and children.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact the Clarion 
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or 
online at www.brazosport.edu/
clarion.

Music City Hit-Makers to bring catalog 
of hits to the Clarion

(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know?
• Since the Brexit, there have 

been 4,000 passport inquiries a day 
from U.K. citizens of Irish descent 
applying for Irish passports.

• It will take you 20 percent longer 
to run in the heat of an 80°F day, 
compared to the same distance on 
a 45°F day.

• According to a poll of the world’s 
Millennials, the top three countries 
for dating are Brazil, Italy, and 
Spain, in that order.
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November 19
December 3, 17

9am - 3pm


