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Camping out 
in my own 

dining room

Prehistoric fish lurks among us

By John Toth
The Bulletin

We were eating breakfast at our 
relocated dining room table that also 
served as a grocery storage area for 
the last couple of weeks while our 
kitchen was torn apart and put back 
together.

I was cramped between a box of 
cereal and a roll of paper towels. 
In front of me, was the dining room 
table, and immediately behind me, 
the refrigerator. I was trapped.

We have been living under these 
conditions for a couple of weeks. 
People warned us that kitchen 
renovations cause the most incon-
venience, but they also said that at 
the end, you’ll be glad you did it. 
The trooper in me took it in stride. I 
reverted to the skills I learned in my 
childhood, camping out and going 
on hikes, to cope with it. That was a 
long time ago. I am more set in my 

Ramblings

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Most of us living in Brazoria 
County realize that the ground 
we walk on was also shared by 
historical Texas figures like Stephen 
F. Austin. But what you may not 
know is that in the many miles of 
the county’s waterways lurks a living 
fossil – the Alligator Gar. 

Hubby Roy was fishing off our 
dock under the lights when a large, 

scaly, shadowy form began lurking 
around our dock. 

It wasn’t a trout, flounder or 
redfish, but it was scarfing down all 
the bait fish that were drawing the 
desirable ones there. It was a nui-
sance that night, and not long ago, 
we’d consider it a “trash” fish.

But the alligator gar these days 
is endangered and has even been 
extirpated from many of the outer 

Why I can’t watch my Aggies
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Now that America is deep into the 
bowels of college football season, 
I’m experiencing my yearly gastroin-
testinal angst about my Texas A&M 
Aggies.

I call them “my” Texas A&M 
Aggies because I spent an untold 
amount of my parents’ cash in 
College Station on textbooks, 
apartment rent, and DoubleDave’s 

Pepperoni Rolls in my pursuit of 
a Bachelor of Arts in English (yes, 
English) from Texas A&M University.

But despite my claims of owner-
ship, many loyal Aggie football fans 
would probably label me a two-
percenter. And I can’t really blame 
them. You see, I haven’t been able 
to bring myself to watch a complete 
Aggie football game from kickoff to 
post-game men’s room marathon in 



like a dotard nor a fool, /As, under 
privilege of age, to brag/What I 
have done being young, or what 
would do/Were I not old.”

And in “Henry IV, Part 1,” Prince 
Hal delivers the “knotty-pated” 
insult, from Old English “pate” 
(head), meaning “blockheaded” 
or “thickheaded.” Finally, credit 
Shakespeare for originating 
“sodden-witted” (from Middle Eng-
lish “sodden,” or “boiled”), hence 
“dull,” used in “Troilus and Cres-
sida”: “Ay, do, do, thou sodden-
witted lord! thou hast no more brain 
than I have in mine elbows.”

MAN AND HIS WHEELS
Q. When did humans get wheels 

for locomotion? And why don’t 
animals have wheels?

A. The earliest physical remains 
of wheels and complete carts 
have been found on the steppes 
of what is now Ukraine, in 5,000-
year-old graves, according to New 
Scientist’s “The Origin of (almost) 
Everything,” by Graham Lawton.  
“By about 4,500 years ago, light 
and nippy two-wheeled chariots 
made their first appearance and 
were soon being used in warfare.”  
In fact, they were the fastest thing 
on wheels for millennia. 

Fast forward, and by the mid-
seventeenth century, the stage-
coach was traveling from London 
to Liverpool in 10 days, and by 
around 1800, the early steam 
locomotive was in operation. The 
Model T Ford went on sale in 1908, 
with a top speed of about 70 kilo-
meters per hour (43 mph); almost 
40 years later, the first Formula 1 
race was won by an Alfa Romeo 
158 Alfetta, top speed 310 kmh 
(193 mph).

As to why animals don’t have 
wheels, Lawton explains: “Evolu-
tion has come up with all kinds of 
elegant solutions to the problem of 
locomotion: Birds fly; squid have 
jet propulsion; geckos scale walls; 
and fleas have spring-loaded legs.” 
But evolution works incrementally, 
and “there is no incremental step 
towards a wheel that is useful 
in itself. Not to mention no way 
to create an appendage that 
can rotate freely while still being 
supplied with blood vessels and 
nerves.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

SHE SANG HER WAY TO 
SAFETY    

Q. In August, 2013, a young 
Colorado woman named Kyra 
encountered a cougar (aka moun-
tain lion) on one of her many hikes. 
She had cellphone reception, but 
help was more than a half-hour 
away. How did singing some opera 
possibly save her life until rescuers 
arrived?

A. Kyra was familiar with the five 
tips posted by the “Mountain Lion 
Foundation”:  Make yourself seem 
as large as possible, make a lot 
of noise, act defiant, slowly create 
distance between you and the 
animal, and fight back if necessary, 
recounts Dan Lewis on his “Now I 
Know” website. When Kyra heard a 
twig snap behind her, she turned to 
see a cougar no more than 15 feet 
away, but as she slowly walked in 
the opposite direction, it followed 
her for the next 20 minutes, “often 
pouncing in front of her.”

As “Outdoor Life” explains, when 
it comes to cougars, stalking is a 
sign of impending danger. Typically 
ambush predators, cougars may 
leap on the back of their prey and 
deliver a suffocating neck bite. So, 
next she brandished a stick and 
tried to make herself appear larger, 

but to no avail. “Instincts kicked 
in,” and Kyra started singing opera 
really loud. As she later described 
the cat, “It kind of put its ears down 
and kept on looking at me, and it 
sort of backed away. Then it came 
around the bushes and came 
toward me again and crouched 
about 10 feet away.”

“Ultimately,” Lewis says, “the 
animal wandered off, perhaps in 
search of a quieter meal.”
SHAKESPEARIAN INSULTS
Q. Though we don’t recommend 

it, if you’re going to hurl insults, 
draw on William Shakespeare, 
who knew how to hurl with the 
best (worst?) of them: “scul-
lion,” “dotard,” “knotty-pated” and 
“sodden-witted.” Do you know 
them?

A. A “scullion” is not just a 
servant who does menial kitchen 
work, says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. It’s also 
a lowly, contemptible person, as 
used in “Henry IV, Part 2,” where 
Falstaff flings these insults: “Away, 
you scullion! You rampallion! You 
fustilarian! And from Middle English 
“doten” (to be foolish) comes 
“dotard,” “one whose mental 
faculties have deteriorated, espe-
cially due to age.” Shakespeare 
employed it in “Much Ado About 
Nothing” in the lines: “I speak not 

Cold front and its impact on tornadoes
AccuWeather Global Weather Center

A cold snap brought jarring 
temperature swings to as many as 
200 million Americans accustomed 
to higher temperatures at this time 
of year. AccuWeather RealFeel® 
Temperatures plunged as many as 
60 degrees in just 24 hours in some 
cities.

Aside from the temperature 
swings, the cold weather also has 
thrown a blanket on tornado activity 
so far in November. 

Tornado ForecastAerial image 
shot by a drone shows a Home 
Depot store in Dallas, Texas, that 
was obliterated after a destructive 
nocturnal tornado ripped through 
the area on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019. 
(SevereStudios / John Humphress)

“The cold front stabilized things 
in the first half of November,” said 
AccuWeather Lead Long-Range 

Meteorologist Paul Pastelok. “That 
has kept the tornado count down. 
You don’t have the energy level 
of typical autumn storm systems, 
accompanied by warm and humid 
conditions, to produce tornado 
activity.

AccuWeather’s 2019 forecast 
released in February accurately pin-
pointed the areas to be hit hardest 
this year, with a higher frequency of 
severe weather risks in the tradi-
tional Tornado Alley – notably Okla-
homa, Kansas and parts of Texas 
– than they had experienced on 
average the previous three years. 
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FROM LOVEBIRDS TO JAILBIRDS: A woman who had just 
gotten married, and was still wearing her wedding dress, tried to assault 
an employee at a local business in Prescott, Ariz. She and her new 
husband were among a group of people involved in the incident and 
who attacked police officers who showed up to calm things down. The 
bride and groom spent the night in the Yavapai County Jail, charged 
with aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer, resisting arrest 
and disorderly conduct.

NO DOUGH FOR THE PIZZA: A man ordered a pizza from an 
address in Adelaide, Australia, and then robbed the delivery guy when 
he showed up. Since the robber used his own mobile phone to place the 
order, the cops were able to track him down fairly quickly.

TOW THE LINE; LOVE ISN’T ALWAYS ON TIME: A 51-
year-old guy told police that two men forced him out of his vehicle and 
carjacked it in Memphis, Tenn. But the officers soon discovered that the 
man’s car had actually been towed from in front of his girlfriend’s house, 
and he didn’t want his wife to find out that he had been somewhere 
where he was not supposed to be in the wee hours of the morning.

IT SAYS HERE THAT RULE NUMBER ONE IS ‘DON’T GET 
ARRESTED’: Police searched the car of a woman they arrested for 
shoplifting in Flagler County, Fla., and found a copy of The Crime Book, 
which is advertised as being “an essential guide to criminology.”

THE THIRD TRY WASN’T THE CHARM: A 26-year-old man 
married his second wife in Tamil Nadu, India, concealing from her 
the fact that he was still married to his first wife, from whom he was 
estranged. When his second wife abandoned him because he was 
abusing her, he went on the Internet to seek a third wife. When the two 
previous wives found out about this, they became enraged and joined 
forces to physically attack him.

LOONEY TUNES: Two years after getting married, a 26-year-old 
woman from Saratoga Springs, N.Y., divorced her husband and took up 
with the 49-year-old man who had been the DJ at their wedding,

WHAT’S THE BUZZ?: After arriving at the airport for a vacation 
in Cyprus, a Scottish woman was “mortified” when her vibrator started 
buzzing on the luggage carousel as she stood with her family waiting for 
her suitcases.

IT’S A LITTLE DINGED UP NOW, SO I’LL WANT A DIS-
COUNT: A 92-year-old woman pressed the accelerator instead of the 
brake, and crashed a 2010 Nissan Sentra she was about to buy into a 
car dealership in Wiscasset, Maine. The crash almost completely tore 
down the front wall of the building.

YOU KNOW, ON SECOND THOUGHT … : A burglar stole a 
saxophone from a music store in Washington, D.C., but somebody 
returned it the next day. Two days later someone broke in and stole it 
again. No one knows if it’s the same guy, but maybe.

                          Notice of Public Sale
of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at Jenn’s Self Storage 

at 1711 Hwy. 35, West Columbia, TX., 77486, on Nov. 30, 2019 at 9 a.m. Clean-up 
deposit is required. Seller reserves the right to winthdraw the property at anytime 
before the sale. Unit items sold as is to the highest bidder. Property includes the 
contents of a unit rented by Rebecca Martinez and consists of household items.

         LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License (BE) 
by David & Kim LLC, operating as 
Damifino, to be located at 497 N. 
Downing St., Angleton, Brazo-
ria County, TX. 77515. David M. 
Wauson, Manager, and Kimberly 
M. Wauson, Manager of LLC.

County Museum to host ‘Lost in Texas’ author Nov. 21
Join the Brazoria County Histori-

cal Museum on Thursday, Novem-
ber 21, at 6:30 p.m. as it hosts 
author Bronson Dorsey for his book 
“Lost, Texas: Photographs of Forgot-
ten Buildings.”  

Limited quantities of the book will 
be available for sale at the Museum 
during the event.  Admission to the 

program is free.  For more informa-
tion, telephone (979) 864-1208, 
or visit the Museum’s website at 
www.bchm.org.

Bronson Dorsey will discuss 
his book, which tells the story 
behind his quest to locate and 
document forgotten architectural 
structures before they disappear 

forever. Dorsey takes readers on an 
extended road trip through Texas, 
exploring forgotten places, buildings 
and towns. 

He covers all regions of the state. 
“Lost, Texas” charts the rise and fall 
of both buildings and communities. 
The book features unique photos of 
these hidden and neglected gems. 
All buildings featured outlived their 
original purpose. 

Some include the Rosenwald 
School and Capital Theater in West 
Columbia, the Coca-Cola bottling 

plant in Beeville, and what remains 
of the only silver mining operation 
in Texas. Each set of photos is 
accompanied by the story of the 
building captured. Dorsey hopes 
each photo reminds readers that 
every building they see in the book, 
every abandoned building they see 
along a road, was an embodiment 
at some time of somebody’s hopes 
and dreams, and their desire for a 
better life. Bronson Dorsey

Miracle dog finds a home after surviving Hurricane Dorian
By Wayne K. Roustan
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

He was skin and bones when res-
cuers found him more than a month 
after Hurricane Dorian leveled the 
northern Bahamas, but now he’s 
found a home and loving family in 
Palm Beach County.

Named “Miracle,” the emaci-
ated dog was trapped under an air 
conditioner and other debris from a 
collapsed building in Marsh Harbor 
Sept. 1. 

A drone with infrared technology 
helped a rescue team find him in 
the aftermath of the devastating 
hurricane and get him immediate 
medical treatment.

Big Dog Ranch Rescue in 
Loxahatchee received more than 
10,000 adoption offers along with 
cards, gifts and photographs from 
as far away as England, Germany 

and Australia, said founder and 
president Lauree Simmons.

“Many suggested that we keep 
Miracle as a sort of mascot for the 
ranch, but that is not what we’re 
about,” she said, in a statement. 
“Today, Miracle will be going home 
with his new family.”

Clark and Briana Beaty and their 
three daughters — Jayne, 8, Kate, 
5, and Clare, 3 — won out, Sim-
mons said.

“When we saw the way Miracle 
bonded with the kids, they rose to 
the top of our list,” she said.

The Beatys met in the Bahamas 
and married about 10 years ago. 
Clark Beaty grew up in the islands, 
but the storm destroyed his family 
home in the Abacos.

The dog’s recovery has been 
almost as miraculous as his sur-
vival.

Trapped under debris, he lapped 
up rainwater from a mud puddle 
that introduced parasites into his 
system. He had cuts to his mouth 
and body from trying to chew his 
way out of the pile. He contracted 
a respiratory infection and suffered 
muscle atrophy from lack of move-
ment.

Miracle could barely eat or walk 
when rescued, but steady, round-
the-clock treatment and rehabilita-
tion got him back on his feet.

Simmons said Big Dog Ranch 
Rescue has saved about 36,000 
dogs over the years. 

Since Hurricane Dorian, the orga-
nization has delivered more than 
100,000 pounds of pet food and 
medical supplies to the Bahamas. 
Over 162 dogs have been rescued, 
and 69 have been reunited with 
their families, she said.
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ways these days.
It wasn’t all turmoil, though. Some 

of the temporary changes I made 
were quite accommodating. I could 
turn around in my dining room chair, 
open the refrigerator door and get 
the milk. Opening the freezer door 
was not that convenient. I had to 
get up because the chair was in the 
way.

It reminded me of my camping 
days as an 11-year-old in the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire. I 
left behind the big stinkin’ city and 
entered a much simpler world that 
required a lot less stuff. It was actu-
ally a nice change, except for that 
three-day hike. 

Walking around in the woods for 
three days was not on top of my 
agenda, especially when I heard of 
plans to hike up a mountain, and 
then another one. I questioned the 
need for that, since there was a 
road that curved around it and a cog 
rail train we could have taken, but 
that’s beside the point. The camp 
counselor ignored my suggestion 
that we just drive up there. 

“You are going to learn to live with 

only the basic minimums,” said one 
of the counselors on the hike.

I escaped from behind the Iron 
Curtain two years earlier. I was 
thinking, I’d had enough with making 
due with the basic minimums. It 
was going to be fun, he assured 
me. Nothing like anything I had ever 
done.

We went hiking in the forest with 
only the supplies we could carry in 
our backpacks. We slept in tents or 
under the stars, cooked out and did 
what bears do in the woods.

It was down-to-earth camping, 
the way they used to do it before the 
invention of the wheel and roads.

O.K. The kitchen renovation 
wasn’t that bad. We still had bath-
rooms and the rest of the house,  
and we didn’t wear backpacks. I 
made it through the whole process 
with a spoon, fork, knife, plate, 
cereal bowl and cup – because 
everything else had been wrapped 
up and packed in unmarked boxes. 
It was just easier to revert to my 
boyhood camping days of simplify-
ing than to dig in those boxes.

After the hike, as a reward for 
living like a caveman for three days, 

our tired group was treated to a 
restaurant meal in hopes of fatten-
ing us up a little before returning to 
camp. Not even Spam could replace 
the calories burned up by the all-day 
hikes. It was nice to eat real food 
again.

Back in camp after three days of 
being away from civilization, I laid 
down on my lumpy mattress, and 
it felt great. I really appreciated the 
semi-comforts of camp life, espe-
cially indoor plumbing. 

The kitchen looks great. It was 
worth camping out in the dining 
room and surrounding area. I have 
actually gotten used to having 
people in the house every day, 
banging, drilling, running their air 
compressors, then banging some 
more.

I almost miss all that as I admire 
our new and improved kitchen. I got 
to know the fellows who worked on 
the project. They did a good job, 
and I hope to have them back soon 
for more work.

Now for the hard part – trying not 
to head into the dining room to get 
something from the fridge. I’m a 
creature of habit.

How to survive kitchen remodeling: Camp out in your home
(Continued from Page 1)

areas of its range. They are still 
pretty common in Brazoria County 
waterways, however. 

The Alligator Gar, as well as other 
members of the family Lepisoste-
idae, are regarded as “prehistoric” 
fish, whose fossil records trace 
their roots to the Early Cretaceous 
period, more than 100 million years 

ago. Their body “design” created a 
survivor fish, which could flourish in 
harsh environments.

What makes these fish so ancient 
– and so successful? Their body 
components help them to endure. 
These features include:

In addition to a set of gills, the 
gar has a specialized swim bladder 
so that it can breathe both air and 

water. It can live in water with low 
oxygen levels that would kill other 
fish.

They have retained some of the 
morphological characteristics of 
their early ancestors like the spiral 
valve intestine similar to that in 
sharks (another prehistoric fish).

 They have two rows of sharp 
teeth on the upper and lower jaws, 
which allow them to catch and hold 
prey.

The body is armored by imperme-
able interlocking inflexible diamond 
shaped scales with serrated edges 
made of a tough inner-bone layer 
and an outer layer of ganoin. (My 
friend, Kristin Shirley, even tanned 
the hide of a gar to make stunning 
knife sheaths.)

Their roe is toxic to humans.
So, when you’re fishing in the 

back bays on one of those steamy 
days when the fog moves in, 
beware, and be prepared to battle a 
monster because … dinosaurs are 
among us!

(Jan wants to hear from you. 
Write her in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Endangered Alligator Gar doing well in Brazoria County

Dear readers: The first 
25 years of publishing 

The Bulletin have been a 
lot of fun. Our goal is to 
make the next 25 years 
even better. Thank you 

for your support.
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Tired of the routine sports? There is always ax throwing
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Tired of bowling and golf?  Bored 
with tennis?

A new Pearland business offers a 
cutting-edge option: Ax throwing.

Hurling Hatchets, opened in 
October by local businessmen, is 
Brazoria County’s first indoor ax-
throwing establishment.

It’s entirely appropriate that Bra-
zoria County has an ax- throwing 
business. 

After all, Carrie Nation, who 
later gained notoriety as a temper-
ance crusader who threw hatchets 
to destroy bar fixtures and liquor 
bottles, resided for a time along the 
San Bernard River in our county.

At Hurling Hatchets, the target is 
not liquor bottles but a bulls-eye on 
a 4- feet -high by 4- feet- wide piece 
of yellow pine that you try to hit 

with an ax from 12 feet away.  The 
games are much like those you play 
with darts.

The main difference is that axes 
don’t stick as easily as darts.  Also, 
for obvious reasons, you can’t wear 
open-toed shoes while throwing 
axes. The company has other shoes 
available if needed. 

The establishment was started 
after local businessman Michael 
Barton saw an ax-throwing enter-
tainment center in Austin.  He 
recruited three others, including 18-
year-old Trevor Gibbs, and opened 
Hurling Hatchets.

Hurling Hatchets is trying to capi-
talize on the growing popularity of 
urban axe throwing.  I bet you didn’t 
know that there is even a World Axe 
Throwing League. 

According to Gibbs, the business 
is off to a solid start with women 

making up half the customers so far.
Gibbs, who is still attending 

school at San Jacinto College, says 
women enjoy ax throwing because 
success depends on technique, not 
strength.  The company provides 
axes designed to be thrown with 
one hand and bigger axes to be 
thrown with both hands. 

The air-conditioned facility has 
10 stalls with two targets per stall.  
If you aren’t sharpening your ax-
throwing skills, there are televisions, 
pool tables and Foosball. 

Walk-in ax throwers get 15 
minutes of coaching and an hour of 
throwing for $20 per person.  The 
coaches hang around to help and to 
ensure everyone is obeying safety 
rules.

A two-hour session for groups of 
4 through 12 costs $35 per person.  
Gibbs says the business, which is 
open Thursday through Sunday, is 
popular for group outings such as 
bachelor and bachelorette parties, 
birthdays and company team-build-
ing.

For now the business is bring 
your own beer, wine, or food.  
However, Hurling Hatchets is next to 
King’s Biergarten and some custom-
ers are getting food and drink there 
and bringing it to Hurling Hatchets.  
No hard liquor is allowed. 

Gibbs says so far 100 percent of 
customers have been able to get at 
least one “stick” with an axe.

I tried it with two hands and one 
hand and couldn’t get the ax to 
stick.  But since I am in a wheelchair 
and only tried three throws, we 
won’t count that against their perfect 
record. 

That would be a hatchet job.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Ax throwing is becoming a popular pastime. Stephanie Johnson tried it 
at the Texas Renaissance Festival recently.

Many local small businesses 
in West Columbia will be holding 
an annual Holiday Open House 
on Sunday, Nov. 24, just before 
Thanksgiving, from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Local businesses and merchants 
in West Columbia will join together 
throughout the city as one in partici-
pating in this event.

They are inviting local and area 
residents to drop by and find holiday 
decorations for their home, gifts for 
the season and enjoy some refresh-
ments while visiting with family 
and friends. Or consider having 
lunch or dinner, picking meals up 
to take home, or enjoying a cup of 
specialty coffee or a glass of sweet 

mead wine while preparing for the 
holidays. 

The small businesses that are 
participating, and their addresses 
are: 

Flowers by Mary Lee - 301 E. 
Brazos Ave;

Lady Bug Gifts & Embroidery 
- 516 E. Brazos Ave;

The Turquoise Saddle - 502 E. 
Brazos Ave;

Chesney’s Jewelry - 241 E. 
Brazos Ave;

Wintle & Co - 111 S. Broad St.; 
Carta Valley Market - 229 E. 

Brazos Ave;
Madeline’s of West Columbia 

- 221 E. Brazos Ave.;

Brazos Ave. Market - 333 W. 
Brazos Ave.; 

Lucy Goose Market - 309 S. 17th 
St.;

Wells Florist, Nursery, and Land-
scape Co./The Boutique at Wells 
Florist - 18932 Hwy. 35;

The small dining establishments 
that are participating in the Annual 
Holiday Open House are:

Smokin R BBQ - 226 E. Brazos 
Ave.;

Jalie B’s On The Go - 325 E. 
Brazos Ave.; 

Jitterbean Coffee Company - 324 
E. Brazos Ave.; and 

Black’s Fairy Meadery - 325 E. 
Brazos Ave. 

West Columbia small businesses plan open house Nov. 24

Hey rats, come out of the laboratory and drive on our roads
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

I’m starting to feel sorry for rats.
I know, who could conjure up 

even an ounce of sympathy for 
a creature whose mere physi-
cal presence causes feelings of 

skittishness, repulsion and even 
panic, depending on where the rat is 
spotted? A fine-dining establishment 
for example.

My interaction with rats is limited 
to seeing them scurrying between 
rail tracks in subway stations, albeit 

only in New York and Chicago. 
Washington, Boston and Atlanta, 
give yourselves pats on the back, 
for I have never encountered the 
long-tailed rodents in your excellent 
(and clean) public transportation 
systems. I can’t speak for San Fran-
cisco. During a recent business trip, 
I opted to walk between destinations 
as opposed to riding underground 
trains in a city prone to earthquakes. 

I am well aware of rats’ value in 
the medical community; their car-
diovascular systems are similar to 
humans and, like us, they possess 
the uncanny ability to forage for deli-
cious snacks in darkened kitchen 
pantries at 2 a.m. But some of these 
experiments are getting downright 
ridiculous and, I fear, are misleading 
the entire rat population. 

I made this conclusion after 
researchers at the University of 
Richmond found rats can learn to 
drive and, once mastered, actually 
enjoy it.

As part of a study on neurode-
generative disease and psychiatric 
illness, scientists designed a Rat 
Operated Vehicle, a motorized 
contraption consisting of a one-
gallon plastic container mounted 
on four wheels. The vehicle looked 
slightly more comfortable than my 
first car, a 1978 Oldsmobile Omega. 
Once inside, the rat drivers were 
confronted with three copper bars, 
designed to go left, right or straight 
when pressed. 

They mastered the skills in far 
less time than it takes me to parallel 
park in Chicago. For their efforts, 

the rats received Froot Loops 
cereal.

Oh, it gets better. After a few 
spins around the lab, research-
ers studied the rats’ fecal matter, 
a job I wouldn’t wish on my worst 
enemy. They discovered “enhanced 
markers of emotional resilience.” 
Translation? The rats found driving 
RELAXING.

And that’s precisely why I feel 
more research is needed. Let’s take 
away the Froot Loops for a moment 
and have the rat drive a carpool of 
child rats. Place the small rats in 
different locations around the lab, 
along with tiny musical instruments, 

rat soccer shoes and rat dance 
outfits. 

Make the rat driver figure out how 
to idle the vehicle when one of the 
child rats cannot be located. Also, 
set a timer; all the little rat passen-
gers must be collected and dropped 
off within 30 minutes. Otherwise, no 
Froot Loops.

Still feeling relaxed, rat driver? 
Let’s try that experiment again. But 
this time, researchers are going to 
add about 50 other ROVs to the lab, 

being driven by rats of all shapes, 
sizes and moods. All of those rats 
have been trained to completely 
ignore the rules of the road, accel-
erating, braking and cutting off other 
vehicles at their will. 

Throw in a few construction 
barricades and detours, forcing 
the carpool driver to take alternate 
routes, while still trying to meet that 
30-minute deadline. Will the rat still 
be emotionally resilient? Or will it 
succumb to RRR (Rat Road Rage)?

One more test: Force the rat to 
become a rideshare driver, picking 
up inebriated rats from late night 
locations and attempting to locate 
destinations in unfamiliar neigh-
borhoods while the passenger rat 
throws up in the back of the plastic 
container. Repeat this process for 
four to six hours.

If, after all these tasks, the rat is 
not begging to sell its ROV at auc-
tion, then yes, I will concur there are 
relaxing qualities to getting behind 
a vehicle and heading out onto the 
open road. But, as someone who 
has been a human driver in all of 
these scenarios, with the exception 
of ridesharing, I’m still convinced 
that driving does not, in any way, 
lower my emotional state. 

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 
stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-
Tech Dad” and the recently released 
“The Road To Success Goes 
Through the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS 
From a Corporate Comedian,” avail-
able at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on 
the web at www.gregschwem.com.)

The rat mobile.

BC Drama Department to present ‘A Christmas Carol’
The Brazosport College Drama 

Department is getting into the 
holiday spirit with its rendition 
of Charles Dickens’ classic, “A 
Christmas Carol,” for seven dates, 
beginning Nov. 21.

Performances of “A Christmas 
Carol” are scheduled for Thurs-
day, Nov. 21 through Sunday, 

Nov. 24, and then from Friday, Nov. 
29 through Sunday, Dec. 1 at the 
Seidule Drama Theatre on the Bra-
zosport College campus. Showtime 
for Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
productions is 8 p.m., while Sunday 
shows are at 2 p.m. All perfor-
mances are free to the public.

Adapted by BC Drama Direc-

tor Dana Andersen-Wyman, “A 
Christmas Carol” follows Ebene-
zer Scrooge’s visits with three 
ghostly figures on Christmas Eve. 
What follows is a remarkable 
story about redemption, kindness 
and the spirit of Christmas.

For information or reservations, 
call (979) 230-3271.
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Beware of false SS, Medicare ads
By Nicole Tiggemann / Tribune News Service (TNS)

Scammers have become more aggressive and sophisticated in the digi-
tal age. With millions of people relying on Social Security and Medicare, 
scammers target audiences who are looking for legitimate program and 
benefit information. Scammers sometimes try to scare people into giving 
out their personal information. Never give someone who called you any 
personal information unless you absolutely know who they are.

The law that addresses misleading Social Security and Medicare adver-
tising prohibits people or non-government businesses from using words or 
emblems that mislead others. Their advertising can’t claim that they repre-
sent, are somehow affiliated with, or are endorsed or approved by Social 
Security or the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (Medicare).

People are often misled by advertisers who use the terms “Social Secu-
rity” or “Medicare.” Often, these companies offer Social Security services 
for a fee, even though Social Security offers the same services free of 
charge. These services include getting:

— A corrected Social Security card showing a person’s married name;
— A Social Security card to replace a lost card;
— A Social Security statement; and
— A Social Security number for a child.
If you receive misleading information about Social Security, send 

the complete ad, including the envelope (if applicable), to: Office of the 
Inspector General Fraud Hotline, Social Security Administration, P.O. Box 
17768, Baltimore, MD 21235.

You can learn more about how we combat fraudulent advertisers by 
reading our publication What You Need to Know About Misleading Adver-
tising at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10005.pdf.

Remember, our information is easy to email and post on social media. 
Please let your loved ones know about these types of scams. Share this 
article with friends and family.

Senior Focus Should I claim benefits at age 67 if I’m working?
By Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: My wife and I were 
talking to some other senior citizens 
who say it would be more beneficial 
to start drawing social security when 
I turn 67 next year, rather than wait 
till 70, even if I work full time. Can I 
do that? Signed: Working Senior

Dear Working Senior: Yes, 
you can do that, but it may not be 
your best strategy. Let’s explore 
your options:

If your wife is already collect-
ing Social Security on her work 
record, you might consider filing a 
“restricted application for spousal 
benefits only” and collect a spou-
sal benefit from your wife, while 
continuing to delay your claim for 
your own benefit, thus allowing your 
benefit to continue to grow. You 
can do this because you were born 
before 1/2/1954, which is the cutoff 
date for filing in this manner. In this 
way, you could collect 50% of the 
benefit your wife is entitled to at her 
full retirement age (FRA) until such 
time as you file for your own benefit. 
If you wait until age 70 to file for 
your own, your payment will be 24% 
more than it will be when you are 
67. But you cannot use this option 
unless, or until, your wife is collect-
ing her Social Security benefit from 
her own work record.

There is no simple answer to 
when you should claim. It depends 
upon your current financial needs, 
your current health and your antici-
pated longevity (considering your 
family history). If you anticipate a 
long healthy life and don’t urgently 
need the money, then waiting until 
age 70 to claim your benefit will not 
only give you the highest possible 
monthly payment but also the most 
in lifetime benefits (assuming you 
live to at least the “average” age 
(84 for a man today). Waiting until 
70 will also ensure that your wife 
gets the highest possible survivor 
benefit, should you predecease her 
(at her FRA, your surviving spouse 
gets 100% of the amount you were 
receiving at your death). 

As for you working, since you’ve 
reached your full retirement age, 
you no longer need to worry about 
Social Security’s “earnings test” 
which takes back benefits from 
anyone whose earnings exceed a 
certain limit. But it would be wise to 
consider that Social Security ben-
efits are subject to Federal Income 
Tax (and, depending upon where 
you live, possibly a State income 
tax), so adding your Social Security 
income to your earnings from work 
could be an important tax consider-
ation for you. 

Claiming your benefit at age 67 

will give you a payment which is 8% 
more than you would have gotten at 
age 66. But if the factors discussed 
above suggest you should wait 
longer, then you’ll earn an additional 
8% for each additional year you 
wait to claim your benefit, up to age 
70, when your maximum benefit is 
reached. What is the downside to 
waiting? Well, only that your wife, 
if she will be eligible for a spousal 
benefit from you, cannot collect 
that spousal benefit until you start 
collecting your own benefit. Your 
wife’s spousal benefit would be half 
of your age 66 benefit if she claims 
at her full retirement age.

So, as you can see, there is no 
easy answer to whether you should 
claim Social Security at age 67, 
but with the above information you 
should be able to make an informed 
decision. And here’s one final sug-
gestion: Don’t take Social Security 
advice from “armchair experts” and 
don’t be swayed by those who might 
say “collect now because Social 
Security is going bankrupt.” It’s not. 
It’s true that Congress needs to 
fix some portions of the program 
soon, and it’s also true they’ve been 
dragging their collective feet to do 
so. But, historically, Congress has 
always stepped up to the task when 
they had to, and I’m confident they 
will eventually do so again. 

Senior FocusSenior citizens urged to get flu shots, fully covered by Medicare
Almost all people who get 

influenza vaccine have no serious 
problems from it, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control. And, 
if that doesn’t motivate you to get 
a flu shot this year, the “CDC esti-
mates that influenza has resulted 
in between 9.3 million and 49.0 
million illnesses, between 140,000 
and 960,000 hospitalizations and 
between 12,000 and 79,000 deaths 
annually since 2010.

“As you get older, your immune 
system gets weaker, and you 
become more susceptible to the flu 
virus, so get your flu shots early,” 
cautioned Dan Weber, president of 
the Association of Mature American 
Citizens.

In fact, the Centers for Disease 
Control [CDC] says that seniors 65 
years old and older are at greatest 

risk of dying from the flu. The CDC 
reports that “between about 70 
percent and 90 percent of seasonal 
flu-related deaths have occurred 
in people 65 years and older, and 
between 50 percent and 70 percent 
of seasonal flu-related hospitaliza-
tions have occurred among people 
in that age group.”

The flu season starts in late 
September and early October, but 
it takes about two weeks for the 
vaccine to become fully effective. 
So, Weber urges everyone to get 
their shots as early as possible, 
noting that the vaccine is fully 
covered by Medicare. He suggests 
setting up an appointment with 
your family doctor to get vaccinated 
sooner rather than later or visit 
the CDC’s vaccine finder Web site 
[www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources/flu-

finder-widget.html] to find locations 
near you where the vaccine will be 
available.

“There are a lot of myths out 
there about vaccines, in general, 
and flu shots, in particular, that sug-
gests offer reasons why not to get 
immunized against the flu. Perhaps 
the most senseless misconception 
people might have is that they need 
not be vaccinated every year to 
be protected. The most important 
reason for getting a shot every year 
is the simple fact that, in the course 
of a year, the vaccine loses its effec-
tiveness. In addition, the makeup 
of the flu virus, itself, changes each 
year so a new vaccine needs to be 
produced annually. And, that is why 
the CDC strongly recommends that 
everyone six months old and older 
should be immunized at the onset of 
flu season.

From AARP
Medicare premiums and deduct-

ibles for parts A and B will increase 
in 2020, the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) has 
announced.

Standard monthly premiums for 
Part B will cost $9.10 more, rising to 
$144.60 in 2020, up from $135.50 
in 2019.

Because premiums are based 
on income, Part B beneficiaries 
with annual incomes greater than 
$87,000 will pay more ($202.40 
for individuals with incomes 
between $87,000 and $109,000, for 
instance). Part B covers doctor visits 
and other outpatient services, such 
as lab tests and diagnostic screen-
ings. Annual Part B deductibles will 
rise $13 next year to $198, up from 
this year’s $185, according to CMS.

The Part B increases for 2020 are 
larger than the slight ones levied on 
beneficiaries for this year. Federal 
officials attributed the increases to 
rising spending on drugs adminis-
tered in doctors’ offices. 

Part A covers hospitalization 
and some nursing home and home 
health care services. The inpatient 
deductible that patients will pay 
for each hospital admission will 
increase by $44 in 2020 to $1,408, 
up from $1,364 this year. 

Medicare premiums 
going up in 2020
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over 20 years. Oh, I always catch 
the first few series on TV, and then I 
simply have to escape to some less 
stressful activity – like giving one of 
my three daughters driving lessons 
in heavy traffic.

It hasn’t always been this way, 
though. My passion for Texas Aggie 
football began in 1987 on Thanks-
giving break of my senior year in 
high school – when I was still revel-
ing over the fact that I occasionally 
needed to shave. 

My big brother was in his first 
year at Texas A&M and invited me 
to stay with him for the weekend 
and attend my first Aggie football 
game – the once-annual Thanksgiv-
ing Day contest between the Aggies 
and their arch-rivals, the Texas 
Longhorns. This was, of course, 
before the celebrated Southwest 
Conference devolved into the Big 
XII minus II, and the Aggies left for 
greener, and bloodier, pastures in 
the SEC.

Thanksgiving Day began with 
an attempt to prepare our own 
home-style lunch. But our alterca-

tion with a massive skillet of hot 
Crisco and some raw chicken leg 
quarters resulted in a pile of abused 
poultry with a crisply charred 
exterior enclosing meat that prob-
ably still had a pulse. After we had 
choked down a tepid bite or two of 
the foul fowl and a few servings of 
undercooked Stove Top stuffing, our 
concerns quickly turned from salmo-
nella to the battle about to ensue at 
legendary Kyle Field.

It was an unforgettable experi-
ence. And the Aggies won the game 
– I think.

Speaking of beautiful college 
girls, the Aggie football game that 
solidified my devotion to the team 
took place two years later when my 
future wife and I were dating. We 
were on hand to witness the Texas 
Aggies defeat the SMU Mustangs 
63-14. Of course, I fully embraced 
the Aggie tradition that anytime the 
football team scores, so do you 
– by kissing your date on the lips. 
(We got engaged shortly after that 
game.)

So what happened? Why can I 
no longer watch an Aggie football 

game without my guts boiling like 
they did right after that gastronomic 
Chernobyl of a Thanksgiving meal 
in 1987? I can explain it in one word 
– love. I have grown to love the 
Aggies so much that I can’t bear 
to watch them suffer on the field 
when they fumble in the red zone, 
or when the defense stands around 
adjusting their straps while the 
opposing team runs unencumbered 
for a touchdown.

Yes, I realize that the Aggies often 
win – sometimes in spectacular 
fashion when playing against non-
conference foes like Slippery Rock 
College for the Chronically Un-
athletic. But even when they play 
against those so-called “cupcakes,” 
I find myself looking for the TUMS 
and an excuse to go do yard work.

So call me a two-percenter if you 
must. I can take it. Because I can 
rest in the satisfaction that all of my 
daughters will know how to make a 
U-turn safely.
Copyright 2019 Jase Graves. Graves 
is an award-winning humor columnist 
from East Texas. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.

Watching the Texas Aggies play football rattles my nerves
(Continued from Page 1)

SENIOR FUN SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Senior Focus
The holiday season has begun, 

and area seniors have a variety of 
events and activities in which they 
can participate.

On Sunday, Dec. 1, the Angle-
ton Travelers Club will attend 
Brazosport Center Stage’s “Christ-
mas Belle” performance. The play is 
“a southern farce” about “a church 
Christmas program that spins hilari-
ously out of control.” Cost is $24, 
plus the meal is extra.

On Thursday, Dec. 5, the Travel-
ers will head to LaMarque to experi-
ence Magical Winter Lights. Tickets 
will be $23 each, and the group 
will have dinner before viewing the 
lighted display. Dinner is extra.

The next meeting of the Travelers 
Club will be at 10 a.m. on Dec. 12 in 
Room 1 of the Angleton Recreation 
Center. Sign-ups for the first quarter 
of 2020 trips will begin at 8 a.m. that 
day.

The Silver Hearts Senior 
Christmas Party will be held 
Dec. 11 at the Angleton Rec Center 
Gym from 9 to 11 a.m. The party is 
free, and those interested should 
pre-register at the rec center or 
online.

Other entertainment at the rec 
center includes free movie show-
ings. On Oct. 28, “Going in Style” 
will be shown at 10:30 a.m. It’s 
about three pals who decide to rob 
a bank that absconded with their 
money.

On Dec. 16, the classic “White 
Christmas” will be featured at 10:
30 a.m. It is set at a Vermont inn 
and revolves around four entertain-
ers, two brothers and two sisters, 
who are attracted to each other, and 
trying to save the brothers’ former 
general’s inn.

On Dec. 13, the Lunch Bunch 
travels to Needville, to eat at Bayou 

Boys. Travel cost is $3 per person, 
and the meal is extra. Pre-registra-
tion is required. 

Alvin Senior Citizens 
Center has planned a lot also for 
its seniors to do during the holidays!

 On Tuesday, Nov. 26, they are 
heading to Moody Gardens in 
Galveston to see the Great Bear 
Rainforest 3-D film. The cost is $3 
plus the $13 admission ticket.

Then on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 
28, a Thanksgiving dinner, hosted 
by Courtney Ballard, will be held 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the center at 
309 N. Sealy St. and is “open to the 
Alvin community.”

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, the pancake 
social will be at 8 a.m. at the senior 
center. Cost is $2.

A trip to Magical Winter Lights 
is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 
5, and the group will leave at 5:30 
p.m. Tickets must be purchased 
in advance to tour the 52 acres of 
lights and lanterns that depict differ-
ent parts of the world.

A trip to eat lunch at La Casona 
in Lake Jackson for Mexican food 
will be on Tuesday, Dec. 10. Seniors 
should bring their lunch money.

Then the seniors will go on a 

shopping trip on Thursday, Dec. 12, 
to Tanger Outlet Mall in Texas City. 
The van will leave at 9:30 a.m.

Seniors will go to a movie 
together at Webster’s Cinemark 
18 on Tuesday, Dec. 17, and have 
lunch in the area. The movie and 
time of departure are to be deter-
mined and will be announced later. 
Bring movie and lunch money.

A chili cook-off and ugly sweater 
contest will be held at the senior 
center on Wednesday, Dec. 19. 
There will prizes for the cook-off and 
the sweater contest, and judging will 
be at noon.

Contestants should bring their 
own cooking ingredients and sup-

plies, and there is no entry fee. 
Spectators can enjoy a bowl of chili 
and a drink for $2.

Please call the senior coordina-
tors to get more information or make 
reservations - Angleton (979) 549-
0410, #5; Alvin, (281) 388-4298.

The next issue of Senior Focus 
pages will be out on Dec. 17. If you 
have information you would like The 
Bulletin to share about senior activi-
ties or topics in this monthly special 
for area residents 50-plus, please 
contact us by emailing sharon.b
ulletin@gmail.com. Requests for 
advertising information also can be 
emailed. Until then, Happy Thanks-
giving, and Happy Holidays! 

How to help seniors avoid isolation
                         Identify isolated seniors
Often family members will be the first to notice when social isolation is 

affecting a senior’s well-being, but not all seniors have the benefit of loved 
ones who live nearby and can check on their well-being. 

For this reason, public health professionals should be on the lookout for 
signs of social isolation problems in their clients and patients so that appro-
priate interventions can be arranged. 

After all, nothing can be done to help socially isolated seniors if no one 
recognizes that they are socially isolated. AARP notes that health profession-
als should be especially aware of social isolation.

                                  Notify neighbors
Because socially isolated seniors may be vulnerable to a variety of unex-

pected problems and may have underlying issues such as dementia, their 
loved ones should consider informing members of the community that there 
is a vulnerable adult in the neighborhood. 

Trusted neighbors within a block radius or so should be introduced to the 
senior if feasible, informed about any particular issues the senior may have 
and asked to keep a friendly eye out in case anything seems amiss.

                       Promote a sense of purpose
Seniors with a sense of purpose are less likely to succumb to the negative 

effects of social isolation. Besides providing a sense of purpose, many hob-
bies and interests are inherently social in nature. 

Anything that involves a group, for example, playing bridge, could be said 
to be socially healthy. If a senior is bereft of ideas for what to do, there are 
always planned events at the local senior center. 

Volunteering is also a great way of maintaining and expressing a sense of 
purpose. Encouraging seniors to remain active in their hobbies and interests, 
and providing them opportunities to volunteer can help them maintain their 
sense of purpose and keep them from becoming isolated and lonely.
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The Bulletin also is available online at 
mybulletinnewspaper.com as a pdf file. Read it online or 

download it. Also, Check out our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin/ 

Alabama, Ohio and Michigan.
Turning bronze to gold

Ex-Texas star Ricky Wiliams’ 
1998 Heisman Trophy fetched 
$504,000 on the auction block, set-
ting a record for such sales. 

It was Ricky’s, all right: The 
trophy’s stiff-arm still has a blunt in 
its fingers.

Tin pot
Speaking of marijuana, the PGA 

Tour has suspended Matt Every for 
three months for using pot for his 
mental health. On the bright side, 
he’s No. 1 in the Tour rankings for 
landing on the greens.

Bad scheduling
With Jets QB Sam Darnold 

saying he “saw ghosts” on the field, 
it’s just a shame that it’s the 49ers 
and Cardinals — not the Jets and 
Saints — that played on Halloween 
this year.

Minor adjustment?
MLB is floating a proposal that, 

starting in 2021, would reduce the 
number of minor league teams 
from 160 to 120. O.K., 122, if you 

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Tatt’s all, folks.
Prep-football powerhouse Cardi-

nal Ritter College Prep of St. Louis 
fired its entire coaching staff and 
forfeited its season after a running 
back — supposedly suspended for 
the first game — played anyway 
under a different name and jersey 
number.

It didn’t take Paul Drake or those 
meddling kids to finally crack this 
case: When photographs from 

the Lions’ first two games were 
scrutinized, No. 24 in Game 1 and 
No. 4 in Game 2 both displayed 
the same, distinctive tattoos on the 
right biceps and forearm.

Praising Arizona
Arizona-Arizona State is the top 

rivalry in college football, accord-
ing to a study by two professors at 
Northern Kentucky and Western 
Carolina. 

In a related story, outbreaks of 
hysterical, spontaneous laughter 
are suddenly being reported in 

want to include the Tigers and 
Orioles.

Community chest
Ex-outfielder Milton Bradley sold 

his home in L.A. for $3.7 million.
And you thought Parker Brothers 

getting $350 for Park Place was 
steep?

Bad wheel route
Oklahoma’s Sooner Schooner 

tipped over in the middle of the 
field when it took too sharp of a 
turn while celebrating a touchdown 
against West Virginia.

Talk about thrown for a loss: The 
wagon was declared inoperable for 
the rest of the season.

Blown call
Dallas’ KXAS-TV apologized for 

waiting six minutes to interrupt its 
telecast of Sunday night’s Cow-
boys’ game to let viewers know that 
a major tornado warning had been 
issued for north Dallas.

Well, duh. Delay of game is a no-
no in football-crazed Texas.

Russian to judgment
Russia’s Kontinental Hockey 

League fined Amur Khabarovsk 
coach Alexander Gulyavtsev 
$4,700 for threatening to set fire to 
a referee’s car. Well, that’s one way 
to get yourself on the hot seat.

Top dog in NFC
The 49ers are the first NFL team 

to claim an emotional support dog 
— a French bulldog named Zoe.

If the 6-0 Niners need an emo-
tional support dog, imagine what 
the 0-7 Dolphins could use.

Air apparent
UFC officials declared ex-NFLer 

Greg Hardy’s bout against Ben 
Sosoli a no-contest after Hardy 
used an unapproved inhaler 
between rounds.

So when Hardy says “That call 
sucks,” he’s not kidding.

know God’s peace and joy. When 
Jesus was asked what the great-
est commandment was, He replied 
that we should love the Lord our 
God with all of our heart, soul and 
mind (Matthew 22:37). These three 
traits make up the personality, and 
no people are exactly alike. Our 
Creator is unique and everything He 
does is also unique.

It may be surprising to realize 
that God experiences emotion, but 
remember that we are all created 
in His image. This is a staggering 
thought but true. How empty life 
would be without emotions!

The psalmist declared, “I will 
praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:
14). This does not refer only to the 
human body but everything about 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God made us to all have different feelings, emotions
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I am a very emotional 
person, but my husband is stoic, 
and seldom can I know what he is 
thinking. In spite of having vastly 
different personalities, we have 
been happily married for many 
years. We have discussed this 
through the years and debate 
which way is the best? - E.C.

A: Emotions in themselves are 
not wrong or sinful. God wove 
various personality traits into His 
created beings, and often the dif-
ferences complement one another. 
Some are quiet, while others 
are talkative. Some are quick to 
respond, while others are slow to 
action.

We shouldn’t despise or deny 
these differences. If we didn’t 
experience emotions, we couldn’t 

us - our minds and emotions. 
Each person is complex, and 
while we may have challenges in 
understanding one another, God 
perfectly understands everything 
about us.

We must admit, though, that our 
emotions can become twisted and 
even destructive, leading us to do 
or say things that are harmful to 
ourselves and others. We must 
rely on Christ to fill our minds with 
the things that please Him and 
bring glory to Him.

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Lie quietly?
9 1996 gold medalist in men’s 
singles
15 Chipped in from off the green, 
perhaps
16 Picture appropriate for Valen-
tine’s Day
17 “You can trust me”
18 Nursery purchase

19 Closes a hole, say
20 Snowman in “Frozen”
22 Like most ears
23 Marx work
25 What adults with youthful faces 
often get
29 Something on a disk
30 Symbol that increases a musical 
note’s duration
32 In conflict with, with “of”

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BEAR  FROG  HARE  GOAT  MILK  MINK  CRAB  MOLE  MULE  NEWT  DEER  LION

33 Nape covering
34 Sage
35 “Pretty much goes without 
saying”
38 Hose holder
39 Leavers of pheromone trails
40 Bowl sections
41 Star, in verse
42 Roman commoner
43 Series of classes
44 Marked by uproar
47 Ristorante herb
48 “Murder in the First” gp.
49 Home of A. Wyeth’s “Christina’s 
World”
53 Yoga command
55 Couldn’t remain still
57 Wobble
58 Volunteered
59 Tests
60 Drives

ACROSS
1 Penultimate Greek letters
2 Prepare for a crossing, perhaps
3 Put out in the open
4 Hungers
5 Banned pesticide
6 Send to the cloud
7 Posts
8 Hotel dining room option
9 Quarterback’s asset
10 Shot stopper
11 Childish rebuttal
12 Certain explorer
13 They may be upset about being 
upset
14 Chatted with, briefly
21 Blacks out
23 Texas-based tech giant
24 Urgent call
25 2011 revolution locale
26 Net
27 Sight from the Oval Office
28 __ citizenship
31 Future, e.g.
33 MusŽe de l’Orangerie collection
34 2012 Nintendo debut
36 Place to see Santa
37 Cutlass competitors
42 Weight machine feature
43 Get very close
45 Mazda sports car
46 Put forward
47 __ testing
49 Open-textured fabric
50 One of the Ringling brothers
51 Conform to
52 Goes on to say
54 Stumbling sounds
56 Company makeup, largely
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may 
become more conscious of your 
public or social standing and pay 
more attention to appearances in 
the upcoming week. Put some effort 
into beautifying your corner of the 
world. Neighbors will notice your 
efforts.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
could develop as this week unfolds. 
Your partner or a close friend 
distract you a bit with unrealizable 
goals. Focus on the job at hand 
and something worthwhile will be 
accomplished.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
and a partner might not always 
be on the same wavelength in the 
upcoming week, but you can still be 
helpful teammates. Try to focus on 
the facts and avoid muddled think-
ing. You can’t outfox the fox.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Keep a smile on your face in the 
beginning of the week, and you may 
win over new friends or receive an 
invitation to join a club or group. You 
may need to study hard to under-

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): It is 
possible that a partner or loved one 
will not agree with your business or 
financial decisions in the early part 
of the week. Back up your plans 
with concrete evidence.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The 
more you learn, the more you earn. 
Apply your spare time to studying 
a subject that is germane to your 
career. Make use of your research 
skills in the week ahead, even if 
friends interrupt your investigations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The 
friends you make on the job or in 
the workplace could influence your 
thinking. In the week to come, you 
might be inspired to try something 
new. Group dynamics could play a 
large part in your daily routines.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your partner might be preoccupied 
with a pet project or perhaps will 
become passionate about achiev-
ing a long-held ambition. You can 
support them, celebrate every small 
triumph, and offer consolation if 
plans go astray in the week ahead.

stand concepts and terminology.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Focus on staying within budget-
ary boundaries by looking for sales 
and buying only what you need. 
Your occupational ambitions could 
come to fruition this week if you are 
a team player and willing to partici-
pate in group roundtables.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
The more organized and self-disci-
plined you are in the week ahead, 
the more likely you’ll realize your 
ambitions. Intense focus on the task 
at hand may be required to make 
your dreams come true.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): It isn’t necessary to reinvent 
the wheel. Your novel ideas may 
already be outlined in textbooks or 
reviewed online. Do your homework; 
rely on the lessons of the past.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You might seesaw between being 
sensible and being a spendthrift.You 
might make impulsive purchases 
that seem frivolous, but could come 
in handy just when they are needed.

  History of the World On This Day
November 19

1863 - U.S. President Lincoln 
delivered his Gettysburg Address 
as he dedicated a national cem-
etery at the site of the Civil War 
battlefield in Pennsylvania.

1893 - The first newspaper color 
supplement was published in the 
Sunday New York World.

1895 - The “paper pencil” was 
patented by Frederick E. Blaisdell.

November 20
1873 - Budapest was formed 

when the rival cities of Buda and 
Pest were united to form the capi-
tal of Hungary.

1962 - Mickey Mantle was 
named the American League Most 
Valuable Player for the third time.

1967 - The Census Clock at 
the Department of Commerce in 
Washington, DC, went past 200 
million.

November 21
1620 - The Mayflower reached 

Provincetown, MA. The ship dis-
charged the Pilgrims at Plymouth, 
MA, on December 26, 1620.

1877 - Thomas A. Edison 
announced the invention of his 

phonograph.
1962 - U.S. President Kennedy 

terminated the quarantine mea-
sures against Cuba.

November 22
1906 - The International Radio 

Telegraphic Convention in Berlin 
adopted the SOS distress signal.

1950 - The lowest scoring game 
in the NBA was played. The Fort 
Wayne Pistons (later the Detroit 
Pistons) defeated the Minneapo-
lis Lakers (later the Los Angeles 
Lakers) 19-18.

1984 - Fred Rogers of PBS’ “Mr. 
Rogers’ Neighborhood” presented 
a sweater to the Smithsonian 
Institution.

November 23
1889 - The first jukebox made 

its debut in San Francisco, at the 
Palais Royale Saloon.

1936 - The first edition of “Life” 
was published.

1945 - The U.S. wartime ration-
ing of most foods ended.

1946 - Mound Metalcraft 
changed its name to Tonka Toys 
Incorporated.

1980 - In southern Italy, approxi-

mately 4,800 people were killed in 
a series of earthquakes.

November 24
1615 - French King Louis XIII 

married Ann of Austria. They were 
both 14 years old.

1871 - The National Rifle Associ-
ation was incorporated in the U.S.

1940 - Nazis closed off the 
Jewish ghetto in Warsaw, Poland. 
Over the next three years, the 
population dropped from 350,000 
to 70,000 due to starvation, dis-
ease and deportations to concen-
tration camps.

November 25
1783 - During the Revolution-

ary War, the British evacuated 
New York. New York was their last 
military position in the U.S.

1850 - Texas relinquished one-
third of its territory in exchange for 
$10 million from the U.S. to pay 
its public debts and settle border 
disputes.

1867 - Alfred Nobel patented 
dynamite.

1976 - O.J. Simpson (Buffalo 
Bills) ran for 273 yards against the 
Detroit Lions.

Jumbles: LUNGE  WELSH  CATNIP  FORMAL
Answer: When the royal marine mammals had a baby boy, he was the -- PRINCE OF “WHALES”

Menu subject to change.
Wednesday, Nov. 20: Southern fried chicken, creamed potatoes; 

gravy, green beans, carrot & raisin salad, dessert.
Thursday, Nov. 21: Meatballs & gravy, rice, carrots, lima beans, 

slaw, garlic toast, dessert.
Friday, Nov. 22: Hamburger patty, corn, Boston baked beans, lettuce 

& tomatoes, potato salad, bun, dessert.
Monday, Nov 25: Chicken fried steak, gravy, mustard greens, corn, 

potato salad, garlic toast, dessert. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26: Spaghetti with meat sauce, carrots, beets, slaw, 

garlic sticks, dessert. 
Served at 11:30 a.m. For meals on wheels, call by 9:30 a.m. For take-

out, call by 10:30 a.m., ready at 11 a.m.
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