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Wishing you a happy
and safe Thanksgiving

Wordsmithing
or butchering
By Ron Rozelle

Contributing Editor

Writers, I’ve found, are usually
creatures of habit. So, apparently,
are butchers. Let me explain.
Every early morning when I settle
into my study with a cup of coffee to
write I do these things in this order:
a quick check of email to see if my
agent or the Pulitzer Prize committee
has gotten in touch (only the agent
has shown up so far), a glance
at my notes, and finally a look at
where I am in a
project (I make
it a practice to
stop writing in
the middle of a
thought, or even
in the middle of a
sentence, so the
THE WORDSMITH next morning I
have something
specific to do other than stare at a
blank page or screen). That little set
of rituals has long proven to be a
pleasant and productive way to start
my day.
I’m pretty sure my devotion to
such a daily routine began a long
time ago in a country butcher shop.
My initial foray into the working
world came when I was a freshman in high school and had – to
my father’s way of thinking – way
too much time on my hands. So
he had a word or two with Nubbin
Eldridge, who he had coached and
taught years before and who owned
a grocery store in our little town.
Nubbin hired me to sack groceries,
stock shelves, sweep the floor, and

(Continued on Page 4)

Bulletin’s
Dickens on the
Strand contest
winners

We said that we’ll give away 6
pairs of tickets to Dickens on the
Strand, but since it’s the holidays,
we have selected 10 lucky winners.
The tickets can be used for
admission on either Saturday, Dec.
2, or Sunday, Dec. 3.
The winners are: Anita Hendershot of Richwood; Joseph D. Jones

of Sweeny; Linda Doiron of Angleton; Sharon Toomer of Sweeny;
Sorona Muchowich of Lake Jackson; Peggy Weaver of Angleton;
Johnnie Rouse of Angleton; Mary
Miller of Lake Jackson; Kourtney
Blandford of Lake Jackson; and
John and Charlotte Plaia of Brazoria. Happy Holidays!

The Bulletin is giving away four sets of four tickets to Moody Gardens’ Festival of Lights on Galveston
Island, open now through Jan. 7, 2018. To enter, just fill out this form and mail it in to The Bulletin, P.O.
Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516. Winners will be mailed the tickets, and their names will be announced in
the Dec. 12 issue. Good luck! Entry deadline is Dec. 4.
NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________________
CITY________________________________(TX) ZIP CODE________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?_______________________________________________________
One entry per person, please. Employees of The Bulletin or their families are not eligible. Winners will
be selected at random by The Bulletin staff.

SEE PAGE 8

Dec. 2

Flying taxis?
I’m staying on the
ground and in traffic

By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

In a few years, some of us, very
few, will be able to hop in an Uber
plane and commute to work in Los
Angeles and Dallas.
According to a Los Angeles Times
article, which was reprinted in the
Houston Chronicle and appeared on
my tablet, the flying taxis will be in
service by 2020, if everything goes
right.
These flying taxis will relieve congestion on the ground, but as they
become more popular, that will also
increase congestion above ground
in those cities,
which presents
another problem,
unless computers run the whole
show.
That’s exactly
what Uber plans.
RAMBLINGS They will fly
electric commuter
planes without pilots. I have two
problems with this - electric planes
and no pilots.
I still think that if you want to
generate a lot of power, like to lift a
bunch of people into the air, you’ll
need non-renewable fuel contributed
millions of years ago by dinosaurs.
Maybe one day (not in 2020) there
will be some other type of fuel, but
for now, planes need the old-fashioned gas refined from oil.
All those flying things in sci-fi
movies that lift into the air effortlessly and fly around without burning
anything will be reality one day,
perhaps, but not in 2020. So, that
may be a stretch.
Uber is going to let computers
fly the planes. That is my second
problem.

(Continued on Page 7)
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Model railroad display makes stop at Angleton Library
November is National Model
Railroad Month and to celebrate,
the Brazos Valley Railroad Society
is displaying an HO scale model
Missouri Pacific Railroad Company
Eagle passenger train owned by
Caleb Griffith at the Angleton Library
all month.
Visitors can see the train run and
hear the authentic sounds.

At the end of the month-long
display, the Brazos Valley Railroad
Society will display additional scale
model trains and historical railroad
artifacts at the Angleton library on
Saturday, Dec. 2.
At noon, Dec. 2, Jimmy Pitts is
giving a talk to educate the public
about train safety and the hobby of
model railroading.

He will focus on three model
trains in his dicussion: the Union
Pacific Challenger 3985, the Union
Pacific Big Boy 4014, and the
Southern Pacific Cab Forward 4129.
This event is free and open to
the public and is taking place at the
Angleton Library, 401 East Cedar
Street.
For more information contact the
library at (979) 864-1519.
Drivers: $5,000 Sign-On!
Big Miles=Big Money!!
Company, Lease, or O/O.
CDL-A, with H&T End.
866-451-4495

DUUUDE, YOU NEED TO COME AND GET US! Four climbers
had to be rescued from atop Scafell Pike, England’s highest mountain,
because they had gotten so high on marijuana that they were “incapable
of walking.” Police said they received an emergency call from the group
who said that they were “incapacitated.”
THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE OUR LITTLE SECRET: A
58-year-old woman in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., had an affair with her
33-year-old son-in-law. But she became incensed when he ruined her
relationship with her daughter by admitting the affair to her. She threw
eggs at his house, and then, when police arrived to investigate, tried to
run him over with her car.
I’M IN KIND OF A HURRY, OFFICER: A woman, who was late for
a court appearance in Adelaide, Australia, used fake police lights to speed
through traffic. When police pulled her over, they discovered a significant
amount of illegal drugs in her vehicle, and arrested her for drug trafficking.
LOOKS LIKE MORE THAN ‘A LITTLE,’ SIR: A sheriff’s deputy
pulled over a truck in Fruitvale, Colo., that had so much marijuana in it
that the deputy could smell it when he pulled up behind it. He asked the
driver if he had any marijuana in the vehicle, to which he replied, “Just a
little.” A search turned up 3,100 pounds of the stuff in 87 trash bags.
PLUS DRIVING EQUALS AN ARREST: A man was pulled over for
drunk driving in Danielson, Conn., for drunk driving while wearing a T-shirt
that read, “Beer + Beer = Shenanigans.”
HELL HATH NO FURY LIKE ... : A husband and wife went to a
“swinger” couple’s home in Bay City, Mi., after being invited there to participate in such activities. But the wife became “extremely jealous” when
her husband went upstairs with the other woman. She physically attacked
him and then stormed out and tried to run him over with her car when he
followed. She was also angry at the deputy who arrested her, and said
she hoped his wife was cheating on him so he’d know how she felt.
I’M TAKING MATTERS INTO MY OWN HANDS: A man who
stopped his tractor trailer at a railroad crossing in Tipton County, Ind., as a
train went by, waited for the crossing arm to go back up so he could drive
on. It did not. So he got out, removed the bolts and threw the arm into a
ditch. He was charged with railroad mischief.
O.K., YOU BOYS TAKE IT FROM HERE: A Marion County, Fla.,
sheriff’s deputy went out of town, and his nephew took the opportunity to
“borrow” his uniform and patrol car and “investigate” a disturbance at a
gas station which he did until real police officers showed up.
WHY CERTAINLY, LET’S DO SOME BUSINESS: Thinking he
was texting one of his customers, a West Melbourne, Fla., drug dealer
inadvertently texted a police detective and asked if he was interested in
purchasing illicit narcotics. He was. You know the rest.

Legal Notice
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for Wine and Beer
Retailer’s Off-Premise Permit by
Sylvia Nguyen dba Perry’s Food
Store, to be located at 2703 Blue
Water Hwy., Surfside Beach,
Brazoria County, Texas. Sylvia
Nguyen. Owner.
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Caleb Griffith displaying
an HO scale model
Missouri Pacific
Railroad Company’s
Eagle passenger
train. (Photo by Kelly
Trammell)

Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Q. Lucid dreaming occurs
when dreamers are aware
that they’re dreaming and can
actually control their actions.
How might you partake of this
rarefied experience?
A. Recently, Ursula Voss and
her colleagues at Germany’s
Goethe University Frankfurt
discovered that they could spur
lucidity in dreams by “applying a
low electric current to the brain’s
frontal cortex during REM sleep,”
with successful results about twothirds of the time, says Michelle
Carr in “New Scientist” magazine. (REM sleep, for “rapid eye
movement,” is the period of dream
sleep.)
Outside the laboratory, dreamers can try a variety of exercises
for beginners, such as performing “reality checks” during the
day, stopping to observe things
around them and then asking
themselves: “Is this a dream?”
“As this becomes a habit, it will be
incorporated into their dreams.”
Another technique is “Wake-BackTo-Bed,” in which you set your
alarm about two hours before your
normal rise time, stay awake for
about 20 minutes, then go back to
sleep. “You should soon enter a

dream, and your recently awake
and intent mind is likely to follow.”
Finally, technology offers the
Aurora Dreamband and the
iBand+, “small headbands that
use actual EEG, among other biosensors, to detect when you are
in REM sleep and to trigger LED
signals to ‘wake’ you up within
your dream.”
Eventually, adds Cloe Blanchette-Carriere at the Dream and
Nightmare Laboratory in Montreal,
Canada, lucid dreaming “might
be applied to nightmare sufferers
or post-traumatic-stress-disorder
patients to make them able to
modify or control their dreams.”
Stay tuned.
Q. How much fun can it be to
play with baseball statistics?
Just ask Yankee Hall of Fame
outfielder Mickey Mantle.
A. “During my 18 years I came
to bat almost 10,000 times. I
struck out about 1700 times and
walked maybe 1800 times,” said
Mantle, as reported by Zack
Hample in his book “Watching
Baseball Smarter: A Professional Fan’s Guide for Beginners,
Semi-experts, and Deeply Serious
Geeks.” As the Mighty Mick
mused, “You figure a ballplayer
will average about 500 at-bats a
season. That means I played 7

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 November 21, 2017 THE BULLETIN Page 3

years without ever hitting a ball.”
Go figure!
Q. Currently, two-thirds of the
world’s population experience
water shortages. How might
MOF-801 be part of a possible
remedy?
A. A new device the size of a
coffee mug made up of a metalorganic framework (MOF-801)
“can generate drinkable water
from desert air using nothing but
sunlight,” says Thomas Sumner
in “Science News” magazine.
According to chemist and co-creator Omar Yaghi, with this “you
can harvest the equivalent of a
Coke can’s worth of water in one
hour, about the amount a person
needs to survive in the desert.”
To provide more drinking water
for the growing human population, “one largely untapped source
is the atmosphere, with enough
vapor and droplets to fill 5 billion
Olympic-sized pools.”
Yaghi with mechanical engineer
Evelyn Wang and colleagues have
developed a frame with a network
of microscopic sponge-like pores
and a layer of MOF-801 mixed
with copper foam. In the shade or
at night, the layer collects water
vapor from the air; then the layer
is heated by sunlight, the water
evaporates, and condenses into
a liquid in a chamber which is
kept at a slightly lower (shaded)
temperature. Processing time is
about two hours.
As Yaghi says, this breakthrough technology might eventually be used “to supply fresh water
to some of the most parched and
remote regions of the globe, such
as in the Middle East and North
Africa.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?

• The rapid breathing of our
fight-or-flight response helps to get
oxygen to our brain, allowing us to
respond to danger more effectively.
• As teenagers, Ben Affleck and
Matt Damon put the money they
earned from acting into a joint bank
account that they used for auditions.
• Recent Netflix data shows that
36 percent of Netflix members
watch a movie before they start
binge-watching a show.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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Rituals are often good places to start, be it wordsmithing or butchering
(Continued from Page 1)

unload the A&P truck that backed
up to the door every week. But it
didn’t take me long to gravitate back
to the meat market, where I ended
up being the butcher’s helper.
The butcher, a chain-smoking,
middle-aged fellow who had worked
in no telling how many stores
throughout East Texas, was grumpy
and sluggish at the start of each day
but, by the end of it, he was downright jovial. He just liked his work,
I figured, and once he got into the
swing of things was glad to be about
it. During the fall, we’d process deer

for hunters. And by the end of those
twelve and thirteen-hour days, the
butcher would be absolutely festive.
I liked it, too. My first duty upon
arrival was to grind fresh sausage
and hamburger meat and pat it into
long pans to go into the display
case. Then I’d make crisscross
patterns on the tops with the edge
of a knife. Next, I’d slice a bunch
of smoked bacon on the big saw,
along with a dozen or so thick pork
chops. I liked that set of rituals, and
actually looked forward to them.
I watched that butcher like a
hawk to learn how to break down a

side of beef, cut the various chops
and roasts, and what pieces could
be used in ground beef and what
should be cubed into stew meat. A
big wheel of oily, yellow cheddar in
a thick red rind and a crock bowl
of hog’s head cheese sat always
on top of the meat case, and in the
walk-in cooler there was a waxy,
brown box full of iced-down chickens. But nobody in Oakwood ever
asked for cheddar or head cheese
or chickens. They said they wanted
rat cheese, souse, or a fryer, all
pieces of a unique lexicon that I
had to master, along with “two bits
worth” and “leave some gristle on
for juice.”
The best part of that first job was
getting to talk to everybody in town
over the top of the meat case and
hearing all the gossip that generally
fluttered through our town like dry
leaves on a windy day.
The worst part was cleaning out
the meat saw. It was a tall contraption with a band blade, and great
piles of meat and bone particles
were the byproducts of its squealing activity. So every day I’d have
to get down on my knees, dig all
that gunk out, and scrub the whole

thing sparkling clean with vinegar.
It was during one of those purifications that I discovered a couple of
small empty whiskey bottles, which
explained the butcher’s improved
attitude every day.
I handed the bottles over to
Nubbin and, when the butcher got
to work, he confronted him with the
evidence. Since he hadn’t had time
to medicate himself, the butcher
was in a foul enough mood to take
sufficient umbrage to the allegation
to wave a gigantic meat clever in
his accuser’s direction. Which didn’t
deter Nubbin one bit. He was a
World War II veteran and a Church
of Christ preacher, and he wasn’t
about to be intimidated by a rummy
butcher. So he grabbed a hoe
handle that we used to knock cobwebs and wasp nests down in the
storeroom and bopped him soundly

on the head with it.
When he came to, the butcher
went on about having a concussion,
then went on about hiring a lawyer,
and finally just went on to another
town. And, soon, I was working
for another butcher who was in as
lousy a mood when he left as when
he arrived.
My pay for that first job was a
dollar an hour. A little research
on my part years later turned up
an interesting tidbit: the minimum
wage at the time was a dollar and
a quarter. I kept that job all through
high school and never got a raise.
But I never got bopped on the head
either.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and nine other books of fiction and
nonfiction.

DID YOU KNOW?

• Research shows that just thinking about a Plan B can make it less likely
that you’ll actually achieve Plan A.
• Most Americans have very little direct experience of crime, so their fear
that the U.S. is an unsafe country is mainly shaped by the media.
• Henry Cavill only had 43 lines in “Batman v Superman”—if you count
agonized yelling as a line.
• The Tree Church in New Zealand is almost entirely living trees.
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Brazosport College’s Spring open Treating constipation in children
registration begins Nov. 10
can avoid unnecessary tests, includBy Sue Hubbard, M.D.
ing X-rays, which are not routinely

Registration for Brazosport College’s 2017 Spring semester and Winter
intersession will open for all students on Friday, Nov. 10.
Students are encouraged to register and pay tuition and fees online from
their own computers at their convenience. To register online, students can
use Brazosport College’s registration system, myBC, which can be found at
www.brazosport.edu/mybc.
Onsite registration is also available at the college during normal working
hours.
New students are not immediately eligible for online registration, but can
start the registration process by applying at www.ApplyTexas.org. After the
application process is completed, prospective students will be emailed a
Student I.D. and a PIN number.
For more information, visit www.brazosport.edu/register or call the
college’s main switchboard at (979) 230-3000.

My Answer by Billy Graham

You can build a better future with Christ

Q: I started selling drugs to
get out of debt, thinking I could
do it quietly and not get in
trouble. Now I’m in prison, and
I’ve wrecked my life and my marriage. Please warn people not to
do what I did. I wish someone
had warned me. - D.K.
A: Thank you for your letter; I
hope God will use it to warn others
who may be tempted to go down
the road you took. Not only have
you destroyed your life and your
family, but you’ve also brought
untold harm to countless others by
providing them with drugs.
The devil uses all kinds of lies
to deceive us and put us on the
wrong path in life, but the lie he
uses almost more than any other
is that we can do something wrong
and still get by with it. For a time

we may think we’re doing exactly
that. Some people spend their
whole lives thinking they can evade
the consequences of their sins. But
our wrongdoing eventually catches
up with us.
You can’t change the past; what
you’ve done can’t be undone. But
you can change the future! The key
is to turn your life over to Jesus
Christ. He wants to forgive your
sins and give you hope for the
future - and He will, as you commit
your life to Him. Why not give your
life to Christ today?
Then ask God to help you to
live for Him right where you are.
Prison isn’t easy, but God can use
you to touch others with His love
and power and truth. Jesus said,
“Let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16).
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

www.kidsdr.com

Constipation is a topic that
every pediatrician discusses at
least weekly, sometimes daily. It is
estimated that up to 3 percent of
all visits to the pediatrician may be
due to constipation.
It is most common in children
between the ages of 2 and 6
years. I have been reading an
article on updated recommendations for diagnosing and treating
common constipation, and the
most important take home message is “most children with constipation do not have an underlying
organic disorder. Diagnosis should
be based on a good history and
physical exam for most cases of
functional constipation.”
By taking a good history, you

recommended when evaluating a
child with possible constipation. In
most cases, physical findings on
the abdominal exam in combination
with the history will confirm the diag-

The Kid’s Doctor
nosis. I often can feel hard stool in a
child’s left lower quadrant and when
asked the last time they “pooped,”
no one can really recall.
The preferred treatment is now
polyethylene glycol (PEG) therapy.
PEG is now used to help “disimpact
a child” as well as for maintenance
therapy. Whereas enemas were
often previously prescribed, PEG
therapy has been shown to be
equally effective in most cases; it

is given orally and is much less
traumatic (for parent and child!).
PEG works by drawing more
water into the stool, causing more
stool frequency. There are many
brands of PEG including MiraLAX
and GoLYTELY among others.
MiraLAX works well for children,
as it is tasteless and odorless
and can easily be mixed in many
liquids without your child knowing
it is there.
The guidelines now state that
children receiving functional
constipation maintenance therapy
should continue for at least two
months with a gradual tapering of
treatment only after a full month
after the constipation symptoms
have been resolved.
Lastly, there is no evidence that
adding additional fluid or fiber to a
child’s diet is of benefit to alleviate
constipation.
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Target won’t keep stores open all night on
Thanksgiving, but some other retailers will
By Kavita Kumar

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — The big debate
this year among big-box retailers
is not whether they will open on
Thanksgiving but whether they keep
their stores open all night.
On one side is Target, which said
it will join Best Buy and Macy’s,
which have closed their stores in
the overnight hours in recent years.
They have found less payoff in staying open during the wee hours when
traffic dwindles now that their stores
are open earlier on Thanksgiving
evening.
On the other side is Kohl’s, J.C.
Penney and Toys ‘R’ Us, which are
sticking with their open all-night
hours this year as they have done
the last several years.
Staffing during the overnight
hours may not be worth it not only
because the stores can be dead,
but also because consumers can
now access most of those same
deals online at any hour of the day,
said Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData Retail.
“Staying open all night is not very
economical,” he said. “If you’re not
getting the sales, it’s not worth it. It
also shows that Black Friday is not
as important as it once was.”
The retailers who continue to pull
all-nighters are trying to hang onto
every sale they can amid a difficult
retail environment, Saunders said.
Those retailers also tend to be
inching their store opening times on
Thanksgiving an hour earlier this
year.
“Some of the ones who are strug-

gling are doing that,” he said. “They
are desperate to get people into the
stores and to get people spending.”
Toys ‘R’ Us, which said it will
open at 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving and
won’t close until the following night,
recently filed for bankruptcy.
“By staying open for 30 straight
hours (through 11 p.m. on Friday),
it allows customers to choose when
they would most prefer to shop with
us — and we do see customers
come in at all hours during Black
Friday,” Taylor O’Donnell, a Toys
‘R’ Us spokeswoman wrote in an
e-mail.
J.C. Penney — which is opening
its stores at 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving, an hour earlier than last year
— has struggled with its turnaround
this year, and its shares recently hit
an all-time low.
“We want to be the first stop
for shoppers on Black Friday, and
given the overwhelming positive
response we’ve had the past two
years opening our stores at 3 p.m.,
we decided to open one hour earlier
this year to give our customers
even more time to shop our Black
Friday sale in-store,” Joey Thomas,
a J.C. Penney spokesman, said in
an e-mail.
Kohl’s will open its stores at 5
p.m. on the holiday, also an hour
earlier than last year. Walmart has
not yet said when its in-store sales
will start that day but many of its
stores are already open 24 hours a
day, including on Thanksgiving.
Target will still open its stores on
Thanksgiving at 6 p.m. this year as
it has done every year since 2014.

Update on calcium: how much and which foods have it

By Barbara Quinn

The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

It’s the most abundant mineral
in the body. And 99 percent of the
calcium in our bodies is stored in
our bones and teeth. The other 1
percent is pretty darn important
as well. According to the National
Institutes of Health Office of
Dietary Supplements, our muscles
(including the heart) depend on
calcium to function. Nerve signals
and hormones also rely on a small
yet steady supply of calcium.
How much calcium do we need
to maintain bones, teeth and other
critical body functions? Babies and
toddlers need 200 to 700 milligrams (mg) per day, depending on
their age. From the age of four, our
daily need for this essential mineral
varies between 1000 and 1300
milligrams.
What does that look like in food?
One cup of milk, yogurt or calciumfortified soy milk supplies about
300 mg of calcium. One ounce
of cheese or 4 ounces of calcium-fortified tofu or orange juice
contain about 200 mg of calcium.
Vegetables such as kale, broccoli

and turnip greens contain smaller
amounts.
How do we figure calcium content
from a food label? Until the newest
Nutrition Facts label appears on
products, just add a zero behind
calcium’s Daily Value. For example,
a daily value of 30 percent would
mean the food contains about 300
mg of calcium.
What about calcium supple-

Quinn on Nutrition
ments? Concerns surfaced a few
years ago that calcium supplements
may be linked to an increased risk
for heart attacks. This led to further
investigations and revised recommendations, most notably from
experts in osteoporosis and cardiology. Authorities now advise us not to
exceed the upper tolerable limit (UL)
for calcium — 2000 IU’s per day for
adults 51 years and older and 2500
IU’s daily for 19-50 year olds. And
remember that includes the total
daily calcium we consume from food
and supplements combined.
Calcium carbonate and calcium

citrate are two common forms of
supplemental calcium. Calcium
carbonate relies on stomach acids
to be absorbed so best to take it
with meals when digestive juices
are churning. Calcium citrate is
more expensive but does not rely
on stomach acids to be absorbed;
it’s preferred for anyone with digestive issues.
Calcium’s helpmate for absorption into the body is vitamin D.
Healthy people between the ages
of 1 and 70 need 600 International
Units (IU) of vitamin D per day. The
need for vitamin D goes up to 800
IU’s daily for those over the age
of 70 since our skin is less able to
convert vitamin D from sunlight as
we age.
Vitamin D occurs naturally in
very few foods. Best sources
include fish and fish oils (the same
types of foods that supply omega3 fats). Most of the milk sold in
the US is fortified with 100 IU’s of
vitamin D per cup. Supplemental
vitamin D is often necessary when
food intake and sun exposure fail
to provide adequate amount of this
important nutrient.
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I have some concerns about those autonomus flying taxis
(Continued from Page 1)

I know that we’re on the verge
of being able to buy totally autonomous cars. My grandchildren will
have no idea what a drivers license
is because they won’t need one.
But those autonomous cars remain
on ground level.
I also know that computers
basically fly planes now, and an

autonomous flying taxi would not
be like a brand new invention. But
all those commercial airliners with
autopilots also have human pilots.
That’s an important part of the
flying experience, to have human
pilots in the cockpit just in case the
computer ones freak out. But, pilots
can freak out also, especially the
ones with girlfriend problems. So, it

has to be just the right type of pilot,
with no emotional problems.
If I had my way, Chesley Burnett
“Sully” Sullenberger III would pilot
every commercial airliner I take. He
is retired now from US Airways, but
I’d bring him out of retirement and
ask him to fly the plane, so we can
be extra safe.
During the flight, I would be
showing the movie “Sully.”
On Jan. 15, 2009, Sully landed
his plane filled with 155 passengers
and crew in the Hudson River in
New York City. Everyone survived,
although they all got wet. Shortly
after takeoff, the plane struck a
large flock of birds (Canada geese)
and lost power in both engines.
Sully remained cool. On the
radio he sounded like he was just
making a routine landing into the
Hudson. “We’re gonna be in the
Hudson,” he was heard saying
calmly.
He said it so calmly, he might
as well have been asking a flight
attendant to bring him some tea.
The flight attendant may have
been too busy getting strapped
in for the crash landing, though.
Sully’s tea would have had to wait
until after the ordeal, if he even
drinks tea.
So, if I ever take one of those
flying taxis, I want Sully to pilot it
so that if a bunch of suicidal birds
knock everything out, I can still
rely on his skills as a glider pilot to
get us back on the ground safely,
or the water, whatever, as long as
we’re down and alive. I don’t mind
getting wet, either.
For a very long time, though, I’ll
just watch those computer-guided
taxis fly around above me while
I’m stuck in a traffic jam. It’s oldfashioned, but being old-fashioned
like this is what helped me to get
old(er).
I’m not saying I’m old. Just
making a point. Now what’s this
story here about vacuum cleaners that don’t need to be pushed
around? What will they think of
next?

Brazoria County makes available
Property Fraud Alert to warn
owners about possible tampering

Joyce Hudman, County Clerk, wants to inform residents of a new online
subscription service that allows the public to have their name/property
monitored within the Clerk’s office in order to track possible fraudulent
activity.
Subscribers will be notified when the name they have submitted is
used in any recording activities within the office. When subscribing to the
service, the subscriber will have the option to choose one of the following
notification methods – email or telephone call.
According to the FBI, “The threat of mortgage fraud and identity theft
crimes continue to rise, and all too often victims of these types of fraudulent activities are unaware their homes or identity have been stolen.” While
Property Fraud Alert does not prevent fraud from happening; it provides
an early warning system for property owners to take appropriate actions
should they determine possible fraudulent activity has taken place.
Property Fraud Alert is now available by subscription on the web at
www.propertyfraudalert.com/TXBrazoria or by calling 1-844-746-9164.
Contact the County Clerk’s office at (979) 864-1355 with inquiries or to
share your communication regarding this subject.
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Angleton’s State of Community
luncheon focuses on growth, change

By Sharon Toth
Publisher

Change and growth are coming
at a fast pace to the Angleton area,
and it is being addressed.
That’s what area residents were
told at the Angleton Chamber of
Commerce’s State of the Community luncheon this month.
Precinct 4 County Commissioner
David Linder opened the presentation talking about Hurricane Harvey.
“It took a toll on everyone ...
we’re a long way from getting back
to normal,” he said. However, the
county is continuing to progress
despite the storm, he added.
The Highway 288 toll road project
will be opening in June 2019. Harris
County has done a great job on
their part, he said, and it’s a “winwin for everybody.”
Jason Perez, the new mayor of
Angleton, demonstrated an aptitude
for change and gave several
examples of what the city is doing to
accommodate it.
One way the City Council is
addressing mobility and growth is
by improving streets. Eighteen to 22
streets will be repaired or improved
while four streets will be pulled up,
curbed and guttered.
A detention pond on CR 44 will
help with drainage, and the area will
also serve recreational purposes
with kayaking being available.
There will be a 21-cent increase
in the water bill to make trash and
recycling pickup more efficient and
leave neighborhoods cleaner by
issuing 96-gallon blue and green
receptacles to residents. There will
be two-day trash pick-up still.
Electric “smart” water meters will
be installed in 1,500 local homes of
7,000 meters currently being monitored to see how they work out, and
all current meters could be replaced
eventually, depending on results. A
computer will be used to monitor the
water supply system from a central
location.
Mayor Perez said he plans to
“reduce the stigma of Angleton not
being “developer friendly.”
The Rosewood and Heritage
Park II subdivisions are expanding,
and the city and a developer should
reach an agreement by the first of
2018 that will add 400 more homes.

A city magazine will be published
twice annually to “keep the community updated.”
A week before Harvey hit, city
crews did maintenance on the city’s
ditches, he said, and despite 28
inches of rain, Angleton’s levee and
drainage system protected the town.
Dr. Patricia Montgomery, Angleton
ISD superintendent, said the school
district is experiencing growth also
and is educating 7,000 students,
and for the first time, there are more
than 2,000 students enrolled in
Angleton High School.
The district started a strategic
planning process last year, resulting
in a learner profile, which is what
the district wants to accomplish with
its children. That includes “wanting
your children to value and respect
other people’s opinions,” she said,
and developing technical and leadership skills.
“We’re trying to train kids today
for skills in a world that doesn’t exist
today,” said Dr. Montgomery.
Science, engineering, arts and
math will be stressed with robotics
already being introduced to elementary school students.
Phyllis Saathoff, executive
director of Port Freeport, for which
Angleton is part of its taxing district,
said that the port will continue to
grow business and revenues and
attract new customers.
The port has invested $28 million
to expand its rail structure, which
should benefit, among other shipments, automobiles, since General
Motors “likes to bring their autos by
rail.”
The port’s main priority though is
to increase the depth of its channel,
and its staff is working diligently with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
increase part of its harbor to 55 feet
by the Seaway terminal. The port
hopes to get the authorizing signature from the Corps between March
and May 2018 “so we can move into
the design of 55 feet.”
“By 2019 we will be ready to start
construction of the first reach of the
channel,” she said, which should
add even more jobs and economic
impact to the port and county.
Port Freeport “will be the state’s
deepest port very soon,” noted Ms.
Saathoff.
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Alliance awards Drew Ryder ‘Business of the Year’

Jim Russ, left, Board Chairman of the Economic Alliance of Brazoria County, presents the Business of the
Year award to Drew Ryder, second from right, and his staff from On the River Restaurant and River Point
Restaurant. Also joining in the presentation is County Judge Matt Sebesta, right.
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How to outfox pickpockets

By Rick Steves

Tribune Content Agency

I don’t give much thought to
petty crime when I travel abroad. I’m
well aware that it happens: I’ve been
preaching about the importance of
wearing a money belt for decades.
And for decades - probably about
a total of 4,000 days of travel - I’ve
never been hit by a thief. Well, my
happy streak finally ended: I was
pickpocketed in Paris this summer.
It was my own fault. I wasn’t
wearing my money belt - a small
pouch worn at the waist under your
clothes. I lost my
driver’s license,
credit cards, and
some cash. I
went back to my hotel, referred to
the “in case of emergency section”
in my Paris guidebook, and set
about canceling my credit cards.
My experience just goes to show
that, sooner or later, if you’re not on
guard, wearing a money belt - or at
least keeping everything properly
zipped and buttoned - you’ll likely be
a victim.
Thieves target tourists - not
because the thieves are mean,
but because they’re smart. We’re
the ones with the good stuff in our
purses and wallets. But don’t let the
fear of pickpockets keep you from

traveling. Besides wearing a money
belt, here are some other tips for
keeping your valuables safe.
BE PREPARED. Before you
go, take steps to minimize your
potential loss. Make copies or take
photos of key documents, back up
your digital data, and password-protect your devices. Leave your fancy
bling at home. Luxurious luggage
lures thieves: They’ll choose the
most impressive suitcase in the pile
- never mine.
LEAVE IT BEHIND. Your
valuables are most likely to be
stolen when they
are with you on
the street. Your
day bag is at
high risk. I find my hotel room is the
safest place to leave my passport,
laptop, and so on. I wouldn’t leave
valuables out in the open in my
room - I just tuck things away out of
sight. (I have never bothered with a
hotel safe.)
HARDEN TARGETS. Thieves
want to quickly separate you from
your valuables, so even a minor
obstacle can be an effective deterrent. If you’re sitting down to eat or
rest, loop your day-bag strap around
your arm, leg, or a chair leg. A cable
tie, paper clip, or key ring can help
keep your bag zipped up tight. The

Rick Steve’s Europe

point isn’t to make your bag impenetrable, but harder to get into than
the next guy’s.
Some thieves can even be so
bold as to snatch something right
out of your hands. I’ve even seen
thieves on a bike zip by and snare a
purse or bag that a relaxing traveler
placed carelessly next to cafe table.
AVOID CROWDS. Thieves
know where the crowds are - and
where the tourists are - and they are
very, very deft at their work. A petite
bump and a slight nudge getting
off the Metro in Paris and ... wallet
gone. (That’s exactly what happened to me.)
Be on guard in train stations,
especially upon arrival, when you
may be overburdened by luggage
and overwhelmed by a new location.
Take turns watching the bags with
your travel partner. Don’t absentmindedly set down a bag; stay in
physical contact with your stuff. Be
especially careful on packed buses
or subways. On trains, I keep my
luggage above me on the luggage
rack rather than on the shelves near
the door.
Often artful-dodger teams create
a disturbance - a fight, a messy spill,
a jostle, or a stumble - to distract
their victims. Crowds anywhere, but
especially on public transit and at
tourist sights, provide bad guys with
plenty of targets, opportunities, and
easy escape routes.
DON’T BE DECEIVED. The

sneakiest pickpockets look like
well-dressed businesspeople. Some
pose as tourists, with daypacks,
cameras, and even a Rick Steves
guidebook. You’ll meet a lot of
people on the street with beautiful
eyes, beautiful children, and sad
stories - but many beggars are
pickpockets. Don’t be fooled by
impressive uniforms, femme fatales,
or hard-luck stories.
IF PICKPOCKETS STRIKE.
Getting everything straightened
out can take a while. If you do
get robbed, file a police report;
you’ll need it to file an insurance
claim, and it can help with replacing your passport or credit cards.
Cancel both credit and debit cards.
Suspend your mobile service (if
you have a security app, use your

hotel’s computer to enable the
“locate, lock, and wipe” feature
before you cancel service altogether). Above all, be flexible and
patient.
Nearly all crimes suffered by
tourists are nonviolent and avoidable. Be aware of the pitfalls of traveling, but relax and have fun. It may
not help at the time, but if you are a
victim, remember that your loss will
make for a good story when you get
home. Like a friend of mine says,
“When it comes to travel, Tragedy
plus Time equals Comedy.”
(Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com)
writes European travel guidebooks
and hosts travel shows on public
television and public radio. Email him at
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog
on Facebook.)

City transit lines that cover tourist sights (such as Rome’s notorious bus
No. 64) are happy hunting grounds for pickpockets: Stay alert and keep
your valuables secure. (Rick Steves, Rick Steves Europe)
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Grants available for Texas historic places impacted by hurricane

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT GIFT CARDS?

The first giftcard using a payments infrastructure was introduced by
Blockbuster Entertainment in late 1994 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. In the
beginning, the Blockbuster giftcard replaced gift certificates that were being
counterfeited with recently introduced color copiers and color printers.

Owners of historic or archeological resources in Texas damaged
by Hurricane Harvey can apply
for grant funding from the Texas
Historical Commission.
The THC’s Texas Preservation
Trust Fund (TPTF) grant cycle is
open until 5 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
30.
The purpose of the Fiscal Year
2018 TPTF Emergency Grant Program is to provide grant funding to
historic properties and archeological resources in the state-declared
disaster area that sustained
damage from one of the worst
weather disasters in U.S. history.
This is the first time grant cycle
funds will be allocated solely to
places affected by a disaster.
The THC anticipates grant
awards to be in the $10,000–
$30,000 range. A cash match will
not be required.
The THC staff will score the
projects based on endangerment,
significance, and project viability.
The emergency grant program
application guide is available on the
THC’s website at thc.texas.gov/tptf.

Application deadline is Nov. 30. Grant awards to be
in the 30K to 50K range; no cash match required.

Created by the Texas Legislature
in 1989, the TPTF is an interestearning pool of public and private
monies. The THC awards grants
for preservation projects from the
TPTF on a yearly basis. The fund
is currently managed by the Texas

Treasury Safekeeping Trust Company and investment earnings are
distributed as grants to qualified
applicants.
For more information contact
the THC’s Architecture Division at
(512) 463-6094.
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SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

This is why there are rules
about players betting on
baseball
Looks like Fox put the wrong
prognosticator on its World Series
pregame shows.
While the network’s David Ortiz
went 0 for 6 predicting the first
Series’ first six games, a bettor
in Las Vegas reportedly let it ride
while betting on Games 1-6 and
won $14 million.
Both wisely declined to push
their luck for Game 7.
Bowling 600
Husband and wife Michael and
Jasmine Snell bowled 300 games
on the same night in Omaha,
Neb. Or as they’re now known
around Chops Bowling Alley, the
perfect couple.
Tweet!
The chartered plane carrying
the NBA’s Oklahoma City Thunder
landed in Chicago with its nose
cone completely caved in — the
result of an apparent collision with
a bird.
Here’s guessing it was a blocking fowl.
Paging Mr. Spacely
Headline opportunity missed:
Astros’ George Jettisons Dodgers.
Seeing red
Athletes from 11 Chicago-area
Roller Derby leagues hosted a
“Make ’em Bleed” blood-drive
event on Oct. 29.
What, they didn’t give enough
at the office?
It wasn’t friendly
Italian fourth-division soccer
player Giovanni Liberti has been
suspended five games for urinating toward the opposing team’s
fans. What, no yellow card?
Sports “Jeopardy!”
A: Astros shortstop Carlos
Correa
Q: Name the only baseball
player to ever earn a ring and give
one out in less than an hour.
Caught looking
Dodger-fan inmates at the Los
Angeles County Jail, after watching the first two innings (When the
Astros lead 5-0), cited cruel and
unusual punishment.

DID YOU KNOW?

• Eating fast food after an intense
workout—in the right amounts—can
aid an athlete’s recovery just as well
as expensive sports supplements.
• In 2006, The FBI planted an
informant pretending to be a radical Muslim in a mosque, and the
Muslims in the mosque reported him
to the FBI.

• In March 2015, a Georgia teen
was arrested for stealing a goat—he
was going to ask the girl he liked if
she would “goat to prom” with him.
• Jonah Hill snorted so much fake
cocaine while filming “The Wolf of
Wall Street” that he got bronchitis.
• The creator of LSD lived to be
102.
• Walter White’s house in “Breaking Bad” is a real house in Albuquer-

que, and its residents are tired of
fans throwing pizza on the roof.
• Jim pranked Dwight 114 times
throughout the entirety of the U.S.

version of “The Office.”
• “Expecto Patronum”, the Patronus spell in Harry Potter, means “I
await a protector” in Latin.

WHICH LOOKS BETTER?

What were they thinking?
Justin Timberlake or these Ramen noodles?
Find many more of these at boredpanda.com

WE HIT A BRICK WALL: There may be a problem here getting up and
down. We Hope they eventually pushed the staircase in position.

Spectacular newspaper corrections
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Let the chips fall where
they may. Trying to manipulate a situation to your benefit
could have dire consequences so allow events to unfold
naturally. Romantic pursuits may not be particularly inspiring but patience will pay off.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23- Nov. 21): There is a time and
a place for everything. While your heart may yearn for
romance, your brain should be telling you there is much to
be done. Prioritize tasks in order of importance and save
flights of fancy for later in the week.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 21): Keep your ears
open. Listening to what somewhat else has to say could
shed valuable light on a situation that may have been
problematic for you. When shopping, your policy should
be look but don’t touch.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): Make sure that the
only toes that you’re standing on are your own. Offering
criticism or unsolicited help to someone may breed more
contempt than appreciation. You’ll get a lot more done if
you work on your own.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): Don’t take it personally. Someone else’s rotten mood could be contagious if
you allow them to get under your skin. You may find that
you are far more productive when you tackle projects by
yourself rather than in a group.
PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): Be logical, not emotional.
Sometimes, when you are faced with horrible choices,
it may be better to make no decision at all rather than a
poor one. Taking the road less-traveled may lead you to
someplace exciting and new.

History of the World
Nov. 20: ON THIS DATE in
1945, 24 Nazi leaders went on trial
before an international war-crimes
tribunal in Nuremberg, Germany.
In 1998, 46 states embraced
a $206 billion settlement with
cigarette makers over the costs of
treating sick smokers.
Nov. 21: ON THIS DATE in
1877, Thomas Edison announced
the invention of his phonograph.
In 1980, 87 people died in a fire at
the MGM Grand Hotel-Casino in
Las Vegas.
Nov. 22: ON THIS DATE in
1963, President Kennedy was shot
to death by a sniper in Dallas. In
1977, regular passenger service
on the supersonic Concorde

jetliner began.
Nov. 23: ON THIS DATE in
1936, Life magazine, created
by media mogul Henry R. Luce,
was first published. In 1971,
the People’s Republic of China
was seated on the U.N. Security
Council.
Nov. 24: ON THIS DATE in
1859, British naturalist Charles
Darwin published On the Origin
of Species, which explained his
theory of evolution. In 1971,
hijacker D.B. Cooper parachuted
from a Northwest Airlines 727 over
Washington state with $200,000 in
ransom; his fate remains unknown.
Nov. 25: ON THIS DATE in
1783, the British evacuated New

DID YOU KNOW?

• A 33-year-old South Carolina woman was once arrested after beating up
a man passing gas.
• The color orange was named after the fruit. It was previously referred to
as yellow-red.
• If you commit suicide in Japan by jumping in front of a train, the family of
the deceased will be charged a disruption fee.

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

York, their last military position
in the United States during the
Revolutionary War. In 1986, the
Iran-Contra affair erupted as President Reagan and Attorney General
Edwin Meese revealed that profits
from secret arms sales to Iran had
been diverted to help Nicaraguan
rebels.
Nov. 26: ON THIS DATE in
1789, Thanksgiving was officially
celebrated in the United States.
In 1865, Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland was
published. In 1950, China entered
the Korean War, sending troops
across the Yalu River.
Answer to last week’s
question: On Nov. 22, 1963,
the same day President Kennedy
was assassinated, famous English
novelists C.S. Lewis (“The Narnia
Chronicles”) and Aldous Huxley
(“Brave New World”) also died.
This week’s question: In
1952, President-elect Eisenhower
visited what war-torn country?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: WEARY YOUNG SUBDUE EXPOSE
Answer: When he wasn’t working as a mild-mannered reporter, Clark Kent was -- SUPER BUSY

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): One isn’t necessarily the
loneliest number. Having some time to yourself may
provide some much-needed space and allow you to
clear your head. Keep your money in the piggy bank
unless it is absolutely necessary to spend it.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Maintain an eye for
detail. Even the smallest improvement can make a
world of difference, whether it is straightening out a
picture or making decorative decisions. Your calm and
objective demeanor makes you the perfect mediator.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Leave well enough
alone. Back off if someone doesn’t want to discuss an
issue as continual prying could create friction. Don’t
assume that others’ lack of motivation puts you in
charge, or you will quickly be proven wrong.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Set the bar low. If you
keep expectations within reason, you won’t run any risk
of being disappointed by the results. Focus on finishing
tasks and tying up loose ends but avoid trying to start
anything new.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t bet on it. Conditions
may change such that what may at first seem like a
sure thing could turn into a bum steer. Turn your energies toward honoring commitments and responsibilities
but don’t add anything new to your plate.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Even at a bargain price,
a useless item is still useless. Don’t get so caught up in
a sales pitch that you forget that the best way to save
money is to not spend it. Keep spending at a minimum
until later in the week.
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

DID YOU KNOW?

• Looney Tunes was originally
created to promote Warner Brother’s
music catalog in the 1930s. That’s
why it’s “Tunes” and not “Toons.”
• Only dead people can appear on
U.S. currency.
• John Travolta owns a Boeing 707,
and his house is a functional airport.
• Up until 2015, it was illegal to
cheat on your spouse in South Korea
and the crime was punishable with up

to two years in prison.
• It would cost $43,000 to send a
single child to Hogwarts for one year
if the school were real.
• When a secretary at Apple was
late because of car trouble, Steve
Jobs gave her a Jaguar and said,
“Don’t be late anymore.”
• To understand a pun, your brain’s
right and left side work together, due
to the unique structure of the joke.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 City named for a Duwamish chief
2 Snub
3 Come into
4 R&B singer Bryson
5 One to admire
6 Spell
7 Mideast monarch
8 Like some operators
9 Academic status
10 Supple leather
11 Whims
12 On the line
15 String next to E?
20 Former NHL defenseman Krupp
22 Infomercial cutlery brand
28 It’s frustrating to be in one
29 Scout group
32 Actor Vigoda
35 Center opening
37 Davis of “Do the Right Thing”
38 Tiananmen Square honoree
39 Lacking, with “for”
40 Stick on a slope
41 Blitz
42 Break on “Downton Abbey”
45 Reduced-price offering
46 Hall of “Coming to America”
47 Unlikely, as a chance
50 Historical records
51 Watch a friend’s dog, say
52 The NBA’s Magic
57 Cloverleaf branches
59 Old tape type
60 Bad mark?
64 Santa __, California
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Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

19 See 23-Across
21 Camps
23 Literally, sacrifices to save one’s
own neck
24 Pod opener
25 RV chain
26 Chou En-__
27 Like adobe
30 Publicity
31 Sundance’s love

GHANA HAITI ITALY INDIA KENYA NEPAL CHINA EGYPT SPAIN

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Liner
5 Hope __
10 Shred of evidence?
13 A, to Bach
14 “I wanna do it”
15 See 18-Across
16 Turkish warlord
17 Physicist’s proposed particle
18 Literally, forms an obstruction
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33 Blackguard
Complete the grid so each row, column
34 Touch, for example
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
36 Toaster’s words, and a hint to
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solving eight puzzle answers
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
40 Fills
43 __ grass
44 World Golf Hall of Famer Aoki
48 Soul seller
49 1972 Olympics city
53 Beantown landmark, with “the”
54 Rile
55 End of August?
56 See 61-Across
58 Blocks
61 Literally, books
62 See 66-Across
63 Tin Pan Alley gp.
65 Mr. Bean’s car
66 Literally, commits perjury
67 Onetime NPR host Hansen
68 Settled
69 “The Conspiracy Against Childhood” author LeShan
70 Itzhak Perlman choice
71 Tart fruit
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