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Have you ever considered how 
one little word can ignite a search 

for a whole slew of 
better ones?

Take “walk” for 
example.

Amble is a better 
word than walk. 
So is strut. And 
meander.  “Walk” is 
too generic. It’s like 

that drawer in your kitchen where 
everything ends up; it’s a utility 
player, the general practitioner of 
words meaning to put one foot in 

front of the other. Amble and strut 
and meander are specialists. So 
are totter and march and stroll and 
stagger and saunter.

Walking is what somebody you 
can’t bring clearly into focus does. 
It is just movement, with no regard 

to character or detail. Ambling, on 
the other hand, is what your fifth-
grade teacher used to do when she 
moved down the rows to watch her 
students work. She took her time. 
She strolled. And strutting is what 
that prissy girl that works at the 

diner does. The one who pops her 
gum while she struts out with your 
blue plate special. She infuses even 
that simple range of movement with 
an attitude. She prances.

When that fifth-grade teacher told     

Dickens on the 
Strand free 
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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

In a few days, it will be Thanksgiv-
ing, just in time after such a tumultu-
ous political year.

There are a lot of things for which 
to be thankful, including that we 
have a great democratic form of 
government. After both sides duke it 
out for the vote, we come together, 
and we heal the wounds. 

Some want to continue the fight, 
but the campaigning is over for 
now. We’ll do it again in a few more 
years, perhaps as early as 2018, 
when the Democrats will try to flip 
the Senate. Those who continue to 

protest and those 
who say and post 
hurtful things just 
don’t understand 
our system too 
well.

Millions of 
people have 
expressed their 
opinions, and 

that’s where we stop. The winner 
gets to govern in this very inefficient 
form of a representative republic that 
we set up in 1776. The loser goes 
on walks without being shadowed by 
the Secret Service, and again can 
enjoy the quietness of privacy.

This is the greatest form of gov-
ernment in the greatest country in 
the world. Whichever side you were 
on before the elections, now there 

RAMBLINGS
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IT LOOKS LIKE SOMEONE OWES SOMEONE AN APOL-
OGY: A woman set fire to her ex-boyfriend’s car parked in front of his 
Clearwater, Fla., home. Or so she thought. Turns out, the car belonged to 
a completely different guy who did not know her. She has been arrested 
for second-degree arson.

WHY, YES SIR, YES IT IS: A man stole an unattended police 
cruiser and sped through Daytona Beach, Fla., with lights flashing and the 
siren blaring. The cops caught up with him a short while later, and, after 
they pulled him over, he asked, “This a felony?”

FREE AT LAST, FREE AT LAST! A 70-year-old man had an argu-
ment with his wife, and then went and robbed a bank in Kansas City, 
Kansas, so that he would be imprisoned and not have to live with her any 
more. He then sat down in the lobby of the bank, where he was arrested.

CALM DOWN!? NO, YOU CALM DOWN! After downing a bottle 
of vodka, a man jumped up onto the hood of a car in Leicester, England, 
punching the windshield and screaming at the driver. He then turned his 
attention to other nearby vehicles, punching them until police came and 
took him away.

BUT IT SURE WAS FUN WHILE IT LASTED: An Arizona man 
embezzled $480,000 of his company’s money to woo strippers on a web-
site, one of whom one he flew from Scranton, Pa., to Atlanta to meet him 
for breakfast and another from the Czech Republic to hook up with him in 
Europe. When confronted with the evidence, he admitted he had a “porn 
problem.” He has been jailed for 30 months.

SHOULD I NOT HAVE DONE THAT? A man was arrested in 
Adelaide, Australia, for driving his car while using a frying pan as a steer-
ing wheel.

DOES THIS MASK MAKE ME LOOK FAT? A man robbed a 
department store in Anderson, S.C., wearing panty hose over his face as 
a disguise.

O.K. HONEY, I CAN SEE THAT YOU’RE UPSET: A woman in 
North Union Township, Pa., woke up to find that her husband had drunk 
her last beer. So she stabbed him with a pair of scissors. He is O.K. She 
is in jail.

HOW DID YOU GET HERE SO FAST? A “highly intoxicated” man 
tried to rob a coffee shop which was right across from the police station 
in Henrietta, N.Y., at 2 in the morning. He was still in the parking lot when 
the cops swooped down on him.

WELL, I STAND CORRECTED, OFFICER: A man who was 
wanted for burglary in North Yorkshire, England, taunted the police in a 
phone call and boasted that they would never catch him. Wrong. They 
did.

NEEEHAW! A man huffed a can of aerosol computer duster which he 
had shoplifted from the Walmart in Biddeford, Maine, and then crashed 
his car into a safety post outside the building at a high rate of speed.

THAT’S NOT A SWORD … THIS IS A SWORD! A man, brandish-
ing a sword, tried to rob a store in Pittsburgh. But the shopkeeper pulled 
out an even bigger sword – a Turkish scimitar actually – and engaged him 
in a very brief sword fight. The would-be robber ran away.

HELLO, I AM A VICTIM OF A GREAT INJUSTICE: An intoxi-
cated man called 911 in Jacksonville, Fla., to complain that his family had 
hidden all of his alcohol.

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Brazos Ghosts, Meet Your Ancestors events great success
The First Capitol Historic Foun-

dation and the Ghosts Along the 
Brazos Fundraising Event would 
like to send out a huge thank you 
to all of the guests who came from 
far and wide to support us in the 
Meet Your Ancestors, Friday Nov. 11 
and Ghosts Along the Brazos event 
Saturday, Nov. 12.

The number of guests was 
astounding as well as heartwarming 
for both events, and we truly thank 
you for your support.

To all of the many volunteers who 
did their very best at providing an 
event worthwhile for everyone; you 
are appreciated more than you will 
ever know. 

These volunteers are absolutely 
the best, and they love serving 
our community as well as the GAB 
event. You are precious. We see 
many of you at several of the local 
events generously giving your time 

and hard work all around the the 
county and you pour your hearts 
out. 

We love you all. and you were 
great - from ticket takers, tractor 
drivers, parking attendants, school 
children volunteers, re-enactors, 
storytellers, music and food conces-
sions, and all of those who helped 
us with advertising, thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts. 

We, the committee of the GAB 
as well as the First Capitol Historic 
Foundation, can’t wait to see you all 
again next year.  
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
AUTONOMOUS KILLER CARS

Q. When might your car be willing 
to kill you?

A. Consider this situation:  Driving 
down a narrow mountain road and 
rounding a sharp curve, you sud-
denly encounter a group of pedes-
trians in your path. Should you 
sacrifice yourself by steering over 
the cliff, or save yourself by plowing 
through them?

As self-driving cars take to the 
roads, such moral decisions will 
inevitably arise, argue psychological 
scientist Jean-Francois Bonnefon 
et al. in “Science” magazine.  Using 

a series of carefully crafted Internet 
surveys, the authors investigated 
U.S. public opinion regarding 
autonomous vehicles (AVs). When 
asked if AVs should “minimize casu-
alties on the road” versus “protect 
the driver at all costs,” respondents 
overwhelmingly supported so-called 
“utilitarian” AVs programmed to 
sacrifice occupants for the greater 
good. Yet when asked if they would 
actually purchase a utilitarian AV 
or support government regulations 
requiring that AVs be utilitarian, the 
response was typically “no.”

Yet AVs are eventually expected 
to reduce traffic fatalities dramati-
cally (by 90% according to some 
estimates), so the greater good may 
actually be served by building non-
utilitarian AVs since they may more 
likely be purchased. As the authors 
observe, “Figuring out how to build 
ethical autonomous machines is 
one of the thorniest challenges in 
artificial intelligence today.”
NEARSIGHTED WORLD 

Q. In 2000, one quarter of the 
global population was nearsighted, 
requiring some form of corrective 
lens. By 2050, that percentage is 
projected to be: a. slightly higher; 
b. 35 percent; c. 50 percent; d. 65 
percent.

A. According to Australia’s Brien 
Holden Vision Institute, almost 

half the world will be nearsighted 
(answer c), reports Diana Kwon 
in “Scientific American” magazine. 
Once believed to be largely genetic 
in origin, myopia “is in fact a socially 
determined disease,” states oph-
thalmology researcher Ian Morgan. 
Though many believe that reading 
and staring at computer screens 
are to blame, there’s little evidence 
to support this idea. More likely it’s 
that “people, especially children, 
spend too little time outside —- a 
handful of studies show that lack of 
sunlight exposure from long periods 
indoors correlates with myopia.”  
In fact, countries with higher GDP 
tend to have higher rates of myopia, 
perhaps because those with higher 
socioeconomic status often spend 
less time outdoors.

This suggests a possible inter-
vention: “A recent trial revealed 
that children who spent an extra 40 
minutes outside each day for three 
years were less likely to become 
myopic than those who did not.” 
WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS 

Q. In recent decades, DNA test-
ing has exonerated hundreds of 
people convicted of serious crimes 
such as rape and murder. According 
to the Innocence Project, what are 
the most common reasons for these 
wrongful convictions?

A. Inaccurate eyewitness 
testimony accounts for more than 
70% of such convictions. Studies 
have repeatedly shown that human 
memory is much less reliable than 
we typically assume.

More than 25 percent of those 
wrongfully convicted make a false 
confession or incriminating state-
ment, often during aggressive inter-
rogation. Plus,15 percent involve 
statements from people given incen-
tives, such as plea deals to testify, 
sometimes without being disclosed 
to the jury.

Also, many forensic techniques, 
including hair and bite mark analysis 
and shoe print comparisons are 
unreliable. Adding to the bad sci-
ence is misapplication of statistics. 
Finally, inadequate defense at trial 
or on appeal and misconduct of law 
enforcement demonstrate a criminal 
justice system clearly administered 
by human beings with all their 
foibles.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?
• An analysis of nearly two-thirds 

of the world’s languages shows 
that humans tend to use the same 
sounds for common objects and 
ideas.

• Angry, aggressive drivers have 
much higher odds of being in a 
motor vehicle collision than those 
who don’t get angry while driving.

• A new UK study suggests being 
surrounded by sober individuals 
may actually have a sobering effect 
on drunk people.

• In a scientific first, healthy 
mammal babies have been created 
without the use of a female egg.
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ICELAND: A frozen Caribbean Christmas on the Gulf Coast
By Stephanie G. Johnson
Bulletin Correspondent

If you think that the Gulf Coast 
and ice don’t mix, check out ICE-
LAND at Moody Gardens.

This is the third year that Moody 
Gardens has held this frozen 
extravagance, and they change the 
theme every year. 

The theme this year is a Carib-
bean Christmas, and they were 
spot on, because it is based around 
Christmas in a tropical climate, 
which is exactly what you want 
when you visit Galveston during the 
holidays.

ICELAND is set up in the Moody 
Gardens parking lot, and the very 
cold building is filled with beautiful 
and detail-oriented, towering ice 
sculptures. The attraction has over 
100 of them, including some interac-
tive, like the slide and bar.

The CAA Harbin Ruijing Carving 

Team of master ice carvers from 
Harbin, China built this attraction in 
45 days with each block of colored 
ice weighing 300 pounds. 

Here is the kicker. To keep the 
ice from melting, the temporary 
structure that houses the exhibit is 
9 degrees Fahrenheit. That’s cold. 
The place is like one big freezer.

I personally have never expe-
rienced temperatures that cold 
before. I was not sure what to 
expect, but they do hand out giant 
parkas to wear during the short jour-
ney, and it kept me warm enough. 

We then got to take a picture in 
front of a green screen in our fash-
ionable, giant parkas. On the day 
we went, it was 80 degrees outside, 
so when we walked in, the tempera-
ture actually felt nice.

As soon as we entered, we 
walked up to a lit-up pyramid (reflec-
tive of the Moody Gardens exhibit 

pyramids,) a light house, and the 
Manta submarine, decorated for 
Christmas. There are beautiful life-
like coral reefs all along the walls 
with different types of fish. There is 
a huge pirate ship with buried trea-
sure and presents around the ship. 

We then entered the inside of the 
submarine, where visitors can view 
the different types of fish out of the 
windows. We turned the corner, and 
there were sea turtles on the beach, 
and they look real at first, so you 
might have to take a second glance. 

There is also an ice beach that 
mimics a real-life beach. It  even 
has ice chairs you can sit in, and 
this makes for a great photo. They 
made sure that the ice beach was 
decorated with Christmas spirit. 
There were Christmas lights on the 
palm trees while Santa was surfing 
with dolphins.

Lastly, my personal favorite 
attraction is the giant slide that is in 
the shape of an oil-rig. This really 
stole the show for me, because 
we went down this slide about five 
times. We walked up steps made 
of ice and are lit up different colors. 
Then we slid down a slide while 
sitting on our parkas.

If you do not want to go down the 
slide, or are just waiting on some-
one, there is an ice bar that serves 
adult beverages. That’s a good way 
to warm up while the kids are keep-
ing warm on the slide. The bar top 
is made completely out of ice, and 
so are the tables. Just make sure to 
drink fast because that beer might 
turn into a slushy.

When we left, our noses were 
red, and our toes were cold, but we 
were happy. We returned our parkas 

and even received the picture we 
took in the beginning, with a coastal 
background we selected. A mix of 
beautifully carved ice sculptures, 
Christmas, and cold weather really 
put me in the holiday spirit. 

We then walked outside in 80- 
degree weather, and I thawed out 
a little, thankful for our warm Texas 
Gulf Coast climate.

ICELAND will be at Moody 
Gardens through Jan. 8. Just don’t 
forget your gloves! 

The ice slide at ICELAND, Moody Gardens, Galveston Island.
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Sweeny JH art students sweep top JA logo contest honors
The Board of Directors of Junior 

Achievement of Brazoria County, 
Inc. are proud to announce the win-
ners of the 2016 JA bowl-a-thon art 
logo contest.  

This year’s winners in the 

countywide competition all come 
from Sweeny Jr. High.  Shown L-R: 
JA President-Kim Effenberger, Art 
instructor-Paige Pate, third place 
winner-Charlee Dilley, first place 
winner-Noah Hysten, second place 

winner-Aiden Wagner and Assistant 
Principal-Daniel Johnson.     

Noah is sporting his winning 
design. Over the next several days, 
teams from around the county will 
converge on area bowling alleys 
to help raise funds to further the 
JA mission of helping youth with 
financial literacy, entrepreneurship 
and work readiness education.  

The 2016 top sponsors are: 
Braskem, Ron Carter Automotive 
Dealerships, Allstate-Vicki Melass 
Agency, American Realty, BASF, 
Cembell Industrial, ChevronPhil-
lips, Flow-Zone, Harriman Financial 
Services, Killum Pest Control, Smith 
Premium Remodeling & Repair, The 
Care Coalition, Tri-M Storage and 
Turner Funeral Home. 

Call (979)549-0800, or email 
jaofbrazoria@sbcglobal.net for 
program information.

Did you know?
• Ghosts ‘n Goblins, a notoriously hard Capcom game, must be completed 

twice - the first play-through is all just a dream for the player.
• The former Prime Minister of South Vietnam moved to southern Califor-

nia after the war, where he opened and ran a liquor store.
• Peruvian nurse Maria Torero turned her home into a hospice for cats with 

leukemia and spends roughly $1,500 a month on food and medicine.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Christians follow Christ’s example of compassion
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

SEPTIC 
SYSTEMS
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS
Residential & Commercial

(281) 858-1553
www.brownaerobic.com

Q: Have you ever had someone say to you that Christians are so 
heavenly minded that they aren’t any earthly good? That’s what my 
brother says whenever I try to talk to him about Jesus. - Mrs. N.H.

A: Yes, I’ve heard people say this, and frankly, it’s always puzzled me. 
Instead of trying to escape from the world and its problems, over the centu-
ries, Christians have worked to make this world a better place.

Think of it: How many hospitals and schools and orphanages have been 
built across the world in the name of Christ? How many homeless shelters 
and humanitarian aid programs began because of someone’s commitment 
to Jesus? Every year, the organization my son Franklin heads, Samaritan’s 
Purse, brings hope and assistance to millions of people in over 100 coun-
tries in the name of Christ (as do many other Christian organizations). The 
list is almost endless, and they do it because “Christ’s love compels us” (2 
Corinthians 5:14).

Why do they do this? One reason is because of Jesus’ example. No one 
talked more about heaven, and by His death and resurrection, no one did 
more to make it possible for us to go there. But Jesus also healed the sick 
and fed the hungry, and told His disciples to do likewise. The Bible says, 
“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless” (Matthew 9:36).

When we come to Christ, we also begin to see the world through His 
eyes. We see those who are hungry or suffering or the victims of injustice, 
and Christ’s love makes us act. Pray for your brother, and urge him to face 
these facts honestly. The Bible says, “Clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12).

is only one side, made up of mostly 
incredible people who want to do 
the best they can each day and help 
their fellow men (or women).

A friend posted recently that 
she went to the Angleton DPS 
office and expected a room full of 
grumpy people waiting for their 
number to be called. It was going 

to be a long wait.
“There was a melting pot 

of people, many ethnicities, 
but everyone was kind to one 
another,” she wrote afterwards. “ 
I saw a young white woman offer 
her seat to an elderly black man. 
I saw  Hispanic men help a young 
black father get the papers he 
needed, clipboard and pen.”

That’s the America we live in, 
not in the imaginary world painted 
by politics.

“I saw manners, I saw hope in 
humanity. Thank you, Jesus.”

The American political presiden-
tial election is messy and tough. 
A lot of bad things are said by all 
sides, and the media is often there 
to stir the pot. But that’s not the 
real world. The people waiting at 
the DPS office make up the real 
world.

I was driving along on a recent 
morning when I heard a small 
pop in the rear of the car on the 
driver’s side. I thought that I just 
ran over something, and didn’t 
worry about it.

A half mile down the road, I real-
ized that the pop was a blown tire, 
and pulled over on the shoulder. 
The tread became separated 
from the rest of the tire. I inflated 
it enough to make it to a gas sta-
tion at the corner, and set out to 
change the tire.

Then I discovered that the lug 
wrench that came with the car 
and has never been used since I 
bought it, did not fit the tire lugs. 

Carmakers, you really have to 
pay attention to detail. This little 
mistake could have caused me 
a lot of headaches had a man in 
a pickup truck not stopped and 
brought me a wrench that did the 
job. He then losened the lugs, 
brought me a smaller wrench that 
fit them, and left, just as I was 
reaching for my wallet.

“I have to go to work,” he said 
hurriedly as he jumped back in 
his pickup truck and drove off. He 
never gave me a chance to give 
him any money for helping me or 
for the wrench he left.

This is the real America, folks, 
not what you see on the cable 
news networks. That’s a distorted 

picture of hatred, in-fighting and 
fat-cat politicians protecting their 
turfs.

I have a lot more stories to tell 
like these than all the political 
trash that has been thrown at us 
this year. Thank God, we live in 
a country where all this can be 
turned off, and we go on as one 
country - If you let it.

We’re giving thanks on Thurs-
day for a lot of things, including 
being able to have a holiday feast 
with friends and family and enjoy 
each other’s company. 

Count your blessings, dear 
readers, and have a very happy 
Thanksgiving. We are a great 
nation, great people, and that’s the 
way it’s going to remain.

The real world is among us and the people who help and respect each other, not in political slogans
(Continued from Page 1)
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Registration for Brazosport College’s Spring semester and Winter Inter-
session is currently open for all students.

Students are encouraged to register and pay tuition and fees online from 
their own computers at their convenience. To register online, students can 
use Brazosport College’s registration system, myBC, which can be found at 
www.brazosport.edu/mybc.

Spring registration will continue through Jan. 13, with classes starting 
Jan. 17. Registration for Winter Intersession continues through Dec. 9, with 
classes beginning Dec. 15.

New students are not immediately eligible for online registration, but can 
start the registration process by applying at www.ApplyTexas.org. After 
the application process is completed, a college representative will contact 
prospective students with more information.

For more information, visit www.brazosport.edu/register, or call the 
college’s main switchboard at (979) 230-3000.

Register now for classes at Brazosport College

TEA names Frontier ‘High-Progress’ school
The Texas Education Agency named Angleton ISD’s Frontier Elementary 

a high-progress Title I school for the 2015-2016 schools year for its achieve-
ment across the state accountability ratings. 

Title I schools are campuses with a student population of at least 40 
percent low-income.

Frontier was one of only 140 Texas campuses identified as high-progress.
“The students and staff at Frontier always set the bar high, and their 

achievement has not gone unrecognized,” AISD Superintendent Dr. Patricia 
Montgomery said.  

Principal Vicki Harmon said designations from the state are always 
an honor and this particular award shows that the campus’ emphasis on 
improvement is having measurable results.

The designation is given to schools based on statewide reading and math-
ematics assessments from the State Accountability System in the 2014-2015 
school year and graduation rates.

A high-progress school is a Title I campus in the top 25 percent in annual 
improvement and/or a school in the top 25 percent of those demonstrating 
the ability to close performance gaps.
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Alvin Community College students visited with recruiters from other univer-
sities to explore transfer options on University Day on Nov. 8.

More than 200 students attended the annual University Day event, where 
representatives from 25 other colleges and universities provided information 
to students interested in transferring once they finish at ACC. Students from 
Danbury High School also visited with recruiters.

Students who attend ACC to earn basic courses with the intent to transfer 
to a four-year institution may find it difficult to visit all of the campuses they’re 
interested in. University Day is designed to give students the chance to 
speak with other schools without visiting that school, saving students time 
and cost.

Representatives from Sam Houston State, University of Houston, Texas 
A&M, and many more participated in the event to provide information about 
transferring to their respective schools.

Keara Park, of Alvin, visits with Texas State University admission 
counselor Brittnie Curtis during University Day on Nov. 8.

ACC students visit recruiters at University Day

More people expected to travel starting Wednesday for Thanksgiving; cheap gas boosting driving
ORLANDO, Fla. — About 48.7 

million Americans are expected 
to travel at least 50 miles this 
Thanksgiving, an increase of 1 
million people compared with last 
year, according to auto club AAA.

It’s the most holiday travelers 
since 2007.

“This is the most traveled holi-
day of the year, and as usual, there 
is an emphasis on road trips,” said 

Joseph Richardson Jr., president 
and chief executive officer of AAA.

The Thanksgiving holiday travel 
period starts Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
and 43.5 million people — about 
89 percent of all travelers — are 
expected to travel by car, accord-
ing to AAA.

This year’s projected number 
of drivers is an increase of 1.9 
percent over last year. AAA said 

cheap prices at the pump, the 
second-cheapest in a decade for 
the holiday travel period, could be 
why more people are choosing to 
drive this year.

Nationally, a gallon of gas is 
averaging $2.17, 12 cents more 
than the average price on Thanks-
giving Day last year, said AAA  in a 
news release.

Air travel and other modes of 

transportation such as rail and 
buses are also expected to see an 
increase this year.

Nearly 3.7 million Americans will 
fly to their destination, said AAA, 
an increase of 1.6 percent. About 

1.44 million travelers will opt for 
taking trains, buses or hopping 
on a cruise for Thanksgiving, only 
a slight increase over the 2015 
holiday.

—Orlando Sentinel
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you to march yourself right down 
to the principal’s office, you knew 
what she meant. She didn’t say to 
meander, and she certainly didn’t 
say to strut, which would mean 
that you would have to do it with 
an attitude, which was probably 
the very thing that got you into hot 
water in the first place.

She wouldn’t have said to run 
or rush down there, 
because that would 
imply that it might 
be a pleasant 
journey, that you 
might actually enjoy 
the trip. What she 
wanted was for you 
to move in a direct 
and straightfor-
ward manner. No 
nonsense (a good 
word). No shenani-
gans (a better one). 
March! She knew 
precisely what she wanted. And so 
did you.

There are plenty of better words 
than walk, precisely because there 
are plenty of different types of 
walking.

Let’s use John Wayne as proof 
positive of that. If you are of a 
certain vintage, you might have 
smiled just then, as a big man 
moved into your thinking. If not, 
you should ask your father or 
grandfather who John Wayne was,  
and you’ll find out quick enough.

Sometimes John Wayne floated 
as he much as he walked. Wob-
bling off course like a gyroscope 
gone berserk. Ambling.  His big 
arm pushing forward, like a swim-
mer caught in a strong current. His 
legs taking almost impossibly tiny 
steps. Sometimes he was like a 
dust devil, like a sudden whirlwind 
drifting along in a field, tilting this 
way and that, finally playing itself 
out. The major difference being 
that when he stopped he might just 
wallop somebody.

Watch him swagger off toward 
the little cottage where Maureen 
O’Hara is waiting for him in The 
Quiet Man, listing so far to port that 
it seems, for just an instant, that he 
might lose his balance altogether, 
crashing heavily into the earth like 
a felled oak.

He doesn’t, of course. Falling 
isn’t any more of a possibility than 
flying. Then sometimes he moves 
so resolutely forward that there’s 
no swagger at all. No ambling. 
Watch him eat up the ground in the 
climactic scene in Red River, like a 
locomotive in full steam, dead set 
on making short work of Montgom-
ery Clift when he gets to him.

Now watch him move, 
exhausted, down the 
gangplank in an early 
scene of the WWII epic 
In Harm’s Way. He’s 
slouching along now, 
nearly used up. His 
warship looms gray 
and massive behind 
him in the dark night, 
in port to be knocked 
back together after a 
fight, welders’ sparks 
exploding in little bursts 
along her side. His arm 
is in a sling; his brow 

is low over weary eyes that are 
no more than slits. He’s beat up, 
like his ship. But both of them are 
still here, needing just a little rest 
before hitting another lick.

Watch him cross the cabin’s 
threshold from darkness into light 
in The Searchers. He’s darn near 
limping now, out into a new day. 
Out into yet another screwed up 
situation that he’ll have to fix.

There were as many variations 
of John Wayne’s walk as there 
were situations the characters he 
played found themselves in. And 
— guess what? — the same is true 
for you and the situations you find 
yourself in.

Thus endeth the lesson on the 
action verb “walk” and its prox-
ies. Your assignment is to, when 
tempted to use that word, pick 
yourself a better one. Because 
specificity is one of the things that 
separates interesting people from 
boring ones, and true wordsmiths 
from lazy communicators.

There are way too many of 
those.

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Weiter’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

John Wayne didn’t just ‘walk’
(Continued from Page 1)

Bulletin readers win Dickens on the Strand tickets
Seven lucky readers and their 

guests will attend the annual Dick-
ens on the Strand in Galveston, 
courtesy of The Bulletin. We have 
randomly drawn the winners with 
each being mailed two tickets.

This is the island’s world-famous 
Victorian holiday festival, and the 
tickets are good for one day’s 
admission either Saturday, Dec. 3, 
OR Sunday, Dec. 4.

And the winners are:
Janet Dickerson of Freeport 

picked up the paper at Chick-Fil-A 
in Lake Jackson and sent in her 
winning coupon;

Dancie Garza of Angleton got 
the paper at Space Place, also in 
Angleton;

David Carlton of West Colum-

bia found us at Stewart’s Super-
market in Brazoria;

Sara Peltier of Angleton got 
her paper at the Angleton Cham-
ber of Commerce;

Gloria Ellen of Angleton was 
at the Angleton Recreation Center 
when she got the Bulletin;

G.E. Robinson of Oyster 
Creek picked up his paper at the 
Buc-ees in Oyster Creek;

Tiffany Callis of Richwood 
found the Bulletin at the cafete-
ria at CHI St. Luke’s Hospital of 
Brazosport.

Thank you all for entering and 
for the nice comments about what 
you like about the paper. We read 
all comments and use them to 
provide a more informative and 

entertaining product each week.
One thing we already know is 

that our readers like our ticket 
give-away contests, which occur 
for various events year-round, so 
pick up a copy each week to make 
sure you don’t miss out on being 
able to enter them.

Thank you for reading the paper. 
If you shop or do business with 
one or more of our advertisers, 
please make sure that you mention 
seeing their ads in The Bulletin. 

And if you know of some 
location that would like to be a 
distribution point, please email us 
at john.bulletin@gmail.com.

 We wish all our readers and 
their families a happy holiday 
season!



Page 10  THE BULLETIN  November 22, 2016    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Not really the fantasy 
she had in mind

A pro rassler loves fake foot-
ball? How shocking!

As WWE diva Maryse told 
ESPN of her long-awaited 
honeymoon with rassler-hubby 
Mike “The Miz” Mizanin: “We get 
four days off, and we go to the 
Bahamas, and on the first night, 
I’m thinking, ‘Whoa, first night on 
the honeymoon, right, guys? It’s 
gonna be fun.’

“My husband is in the kitchen 
looking for Wi-Fi, why? … 
Because he needs to do his 
fantasy football draft.”

Headlines
—At TheKicker.com: “Why 

didn’t the Patriots hand off to Mar-
shawn Lynch at the 1-yard line?”

—At SportsPickle.com: “Week 
10 TV ratings up after NFL tries 
new strategy of good games.”

Down and ouch
U.S. ski star Lindsey Vonn 

— whose medical history already 
included two broken legs, three 
major knee injuries, a broken 
finger and a lacerated thumb 
— underwent surgery after break-
ing her right arm during a training 
spill in Colorado.

Needless to say, she’s got 
a surefire gig in hand if Milton 
Bradley ever rolls out an updated 
version of “Operation.”

Stat of the Week
Parity, you say? Of the NFL’s 

32 teams, 14 were within a game 
of .500 just past the halfway point 
of the season.

Talking the talk
— At TheBigLead.com, on DUI 

arrests at Kinnick Stadium follow-
ing the Hawkeyes’ 14-13 upset 
of No. 2 Michigan on Saturday 
including readings of .310, .230 
and .225: “The blood-alcohol 
levels recorded in Iowa last night 
look like batting averages.”

—Field Yates of ESPN, via 
Twitter, after the Braves signed 
44-year-old pitcher Bartolo Colon: 
“Colon made his MLB debut 
the day Turner Field opened (in 
1997). He’ll now pitch at the new 
Braves park. The dude outlasted 
a stadium.”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Twitter releases new tools to combat online abuse
The Mercury News (TNS)

SAN FRANCISCO — Twitter on 
Tuesday released new tools aimed 
at combating hate speech and 
online abuse, responding to ongoing 
criticism that the tech firm hasn’t 
done enough to curb harassment on 
its website.

“Abusive conduct removes 
the chance to see and share all 
perspectives around an issue, which 
we believe is critical to moving us 
all forward. In the worst cases, this 
type of conduct threatens human 
dignity, which we should all stand 
together to protect,” Twitter said.

The company said it’s rolling out 
a tool in the coming days that allows 
its 317 million monthly active users 
to filter out keywords, phrases and 
entire conversations such as racial 
slurs so they don’t get notifications 
from people who are bombarding 
them with these tweets.

Twitter has been under more 
pressure to do more about online 
abuse after some celebrities and 
journalists took a break from the site 
because they were tired of dealing 
with trolls. 

Comedian and actress Leslie 
Jones brought more public attention 
to the issue in July when she spoke 
out on Twitter about some of the 
racist remarks she was receiving on 
the site.

Facebook blocks fake news from its network
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Amid mounting pressure, Face-
book Inc. said it would block web-
sites that publish fake news from 
accessing its advertising services.

The announcement Monday 
came hours after Alphabet Inc.’s 
Google said it would also bar fake 
news sites from using its advertising 
networks.

The companies faced a backlash 
for allowing the spread of phony 
news articles during the presiden-
tial campaign season, leading to 
charges that the content helped 

influence the outcome of the presi-
dential election.

Fake news sites have reportedly 
enriched themselves by creating 
content that has spread virally on 
Facebook and Google. BuzzFeed, 
for example, reported on teens in 
Macedonia responsible for making 
hundreds of politically charged 
make-believe articles for American 
audiences and reaping the ad dol-
lars that ensued. Google, mean-
while, featured a story at the top of 
its search results Sunday claiming 
Donald Trump won the popular vote. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Franchise spawned in the ‘60s
9 Away for the summer, maybe
15 White Sox nickname, with “the”
16 Longtime Ottoman Empire ter-
ritory
17 Donkey in “Shrek” et al.
19 Dedicate
20 Lug
21 Worked (up)

22 They’re just looking
23 Cries for attention
24 NFLer Ronnie for whom a defen-
sive award is named
25 Remote power source
27 Land overseas
28 Univ. staff
31 Prevent from going to seed
32 Organization level
34 Sam Samudio’s spoken opening 

in “Wooly Bully”
36 Sea-dwelling Greek god
37 Most populous OPEC nation
39 Ask to be excused, with “off”
40 It merged with Sprint in 1983
41 Command before a click
42 Treated for traction, in a way
45 Cocktail party fare
46 Securely
47 Overseas denials
51 Taxonomic suffix
52 “The Secret of __”: 1982 ani-
mated movie
53 “Working Class Hero” songwriter
54 “Been there, done that”
57 “Brighton Rock” author
58 Doing a lawn job
59 Lamb treats
60 Hoodwinks

DOWN
1 Garden aid
2 Second-longest-serving Chief 
Justice
3 Not out of the game
4 Suckerfish
5 Song featured in “Moonstruck”
6 Break for a certain wannabe
7 Mariner cap insignia
8 “Reservoir Dogs” actor
9 Disables the alarm, say
10 Tip in Vegas
11 TV franchise since 2000
12 Relay part
13 2014 A.L. MVP
14 Acceptable form of back talk?
18 His epitaph includes “knight” and 
“man of letters”
23 Fell
24 Creepy look
26 Mozart title starter
27 1927 Buster Keaton film
28 Wet blanket, in modern lingo
29 Some film artists
30 Ponders
33 “For a life gone digital” news 
source
35 Editor’s mark
38 “Same here”
39 Deli order
43 Hindu community
44 Represent
46 High winds
48 Bhopal locale
49 Continuously
50 Makes out, across the Pond
52 Part of a Fifth Ave. address
53 A and P, e.g.: Abbr.
55 Apology opener
56 Dante’s half-dozen
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
MOOSE  MOUSE  HORSE  OTTER  WHALE  SNAKE  CAMEL
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• There is no evidence that school dress codes curb campus violence or 
foster more productive learning environments.

• The world’s oldest piece of taxidermy is a stuffed crocodile hanging from 
the rafters of a small Italian church—it’s at least 500 years old.

• According to a new study, Black Americans are now living almost as long 
as White Americans.

• In studies, men say that losing a job threatens their manhood, while 
women say only a sex change operation could threaten their womanhood.

• Despite being incarcerated in internment camps, thousands of Japanese-
Americans fought for America in WWII—they had their own fighting unit.
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Jumbles: PEONY  METAL  INVERT  GYRATE
Answer: What his wife did when they held a conversation -- NEVER LET 
GO

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You can be shrewd 
without being rude. In the early part of the week, use 
your business acumen to deal brilliantly with financial 
and job-related matters. Avoid starting new projects 
that can be too repetitive.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You shine with a 
light all your own. As this week unfolds, you will have 
several opportunities to prove that you are trustworthy 
and ethical. Focus on achieving your goals and being 
a friend to those in need.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put a pen on the paper 
to pinpoint your opinions. You have some great ideas, 
but unless you write them down, they may float away 
like leaves on the wind. Be patient if someone tries 
your patience this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Stick to your guns. 
You don’t need to change the way you are doing 
things just because other people are doing them the 
hard way. In the week ahead, you may see other 
people struggling to do something you find easy.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You can be buoyed up by 
business. In the early part of the week, you can be 
shrewd and highly competent when focused on the 
material world. Use your aptitude for using technologi-
cal tools to widen your network of friends.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Turn off the spigot. 
Take a good look at your spending habits. You might 
see that you are overspending or being overly gener-
ous. As this week unfolds you might find that a loved 
one harbors some serious misconceptions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Too much of a good thing is 
no longer good. You have a tendency to go to extremes 
and might waste your resources or money to impress 
someone. Your closest companions may be easily irritated 
in the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Make it your business to 
excel at business. You can make smart decisions about 
your finances or any work related situation in the first 
half of the week. Hold off taking on additional long term 
financial obligations.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Rise above frustra-
tions. In the week to come you may be challenged to deal 
with aggravations in the family or home. Make sure you 
plan ahead so you get enough rest when there are extra 
duties on your schedule.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You don’t need a 
sharp knife to cut the mustard. In the week ahead, you 
might take being organized to an extreme or waste time on 
the wrong things. Take information and gossip from friends 
with a grain of salt.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put your piggy bank 
back in its sty. Your business sense and financial skills are 
at their best in the early part of the week. Yet, you can be 
blind to drawbacks and a lack of quality when shopping for 
personal items.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The good old days 
weren’t necessarily good for you. Remain practical and 
businesslike in the week to come rather than becoming 
bogged down by sentimentality. Hold off on launching a 
new moneymaking project.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Nov. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1955, RCA Records paid $25,000 to 
Sam Phillips of Sun Records for the 
rights to a young singer named Elvis 
Presley. In 1963, President Kennedy 
was assassinated while riding in a 
motorcade in Dallas.

Nov. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1897, black inventor Andrew Beard 
was awarded a patent for the auto-
matic railroad-car coupler. In 1936, 
LIFE magazine was first published. 
On the cover was a picture of an 
obstetrician slapping a newborn 
baby on the rear end. The caption 

read, “LIFE begins.” 
Nov. 24: ON THIS DATE in 

1963, strip-club owner Jack Ruby 
shot accused JFK assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald to death on national 
television. In 1971, a hijacker known 
as Dan “D.B.” Cooper parachuted 
from a Northwest Airlines jetliner 
with $200,000 in extorted cash. He 
was never caught.

Nov. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1864, a Confederate plot to burn 
New York City failed. In 1957, Presi-
dent Eisenhower suffered a mild 
stroke that impaired his speech.

Nov. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s Adven-
tures in Wonderland” was published. 
In 1950, China entered the Korean 
War against the United States, 
South Korea and their allies, send-
ing troops across the Yalu River.

Nov. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1970, Pope Paul VI, visiting the Phil-
ippines, was slightly wounded at the 
Manila airport by a dagger-wield-
ing Bolivian painter disguised as a 
priest. In 1973, the Senate voted 
92-3 to confirm Gerald Ford as vice 
president, succeeding Spiro Agnew, 
who had resigned in disgrace over a 
tax-evasion charge stemming from 
bribery allegations to which he pled 
no contest.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1960, bas-
ketball star Wilt Chamberlain pulled 
down an NBA-record 55 rebounds 
in one game.

This week’s question: In 
1803, Spain ceded its claim to the 
Louisiana Territory to what country?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Oamaru, New Zealand has built a tunnel underneath a road for blue 

penguins, who march from a harbor to their nesting site every night.
• Bonobo females mate with many males so that when a baby is born, 

the males won’t know who the father is and, therefore, won’t attack it.
• The average Netflix subscriber watched around 600 hours of Netflix 

content in 2016—double the watch time of subscribers in 2011.
• Smith & Wesson’s stock has tanked on the news of Donald Trump’s 

presidency, since people are no longer afraid their guns will be taken 
away.
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