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Some body clocks have 
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these time changes
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A few weeks ago when we 
switched from Daylight Savings 
Time to Standard Time, I woke up 
the same time as all other mornings, 
except it was now an hour earlier.

I still do. It takes a while for me to 
adjust.

Setting the clocks ahead in March 
is easier because I’m forced to wake 
up an hour earlier. But many of us 
just sleep-walk that first hour.

I don’t even set my car clocks 
back an hour in November. I just 

subtract an hour 
from the time 
shown. That way, 
in March I don’t 
have to change 
them back.

I don’t really 
care for this 
switching back 
and forth. It 

messes up my body clock. I spend 
weeks waking up early in the fall, 
and for what? What are the benefits 
of DST, anyway?

Proponents of DST argue that it 
provides an extra hour of daylight, 
saving people money on their 
electric bill because they don’t have 
to turn any lights on until later in the 
night.

But most of us have LED lighting 
in our homes, which uses a fraction 
of the power that incandescent light 
did. So, burning them for an hour 

RAMBLINGS

Catch the 
holiday spirit all 
around county

Christmas is only a few weeks 
away, which means it’s time for 
children to write their letters to Santa 
Claus. 

Once again, Santa has desig-
nated the Brazoria County Histori-
cal Museum as a drop off location. 
Children can take a seat at the 
Museum’s letter writing station and 
drop them off in Santa’s mail box in 
the museum. Though Santa and his 
Elves are busy this time of year, they 
always make time to write back to 
each and every letter. 

Letters may be dropped off 
starting Nov. 26, but remember, all 
letters must be received by Dec. 15 
to ensure a response from Santa 
Claus.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum, located at 100 East Cedar 
in Angleton, is open weekdays from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is closed 
Sundays and holidays. Admission 
is free. For more information, call 
(979)864-1208, or visit the Muse-
um’s Facebook page.

There’s plenty to do in Brazoria 
County to make our Christmas 
season merry and bright, so 
we hope you and your family 
will enjoy some of these events 
featured in The Bulletin’s Holiday 
Round-up. They are listed in 
order by dates they will be held, 
and more will be featured Dec. 4.

The Elizabethan Madri-
gal Feast is celebrating its 30th 
Anniversary at The Center for 
Arts and Sciences. 

The “feast” is a gourmet three-
course dinner, and the event fea-
tures live theater entertainment, 
including dancing and singing by 
some of the county’s top talents. 

It started Nov. 23 and continues 
through Dec. 9. Tickets are $85. 
Reservations are required. Please 
call (979) 265-7661, or go to 
brazosportcenter.org for tickets.

On Nov. 30-Dec. 1, West 
Columbia hosts the 25th Annual 
Light up the First Capitol 
celebration. On Friday, Nov. 1, 
registration for the Reindeer 
Run/Walk is at 6 p.m with the 

event starting at 6:30 p.m. with a 
jog through holiday lights at First 
Capitol Park, 1300 N. 13th St.

On Saturday, Dec. 1, there 
will be a craft show starting at 10 
a.m., entertainment 10:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and Santa and Mrs. Claus 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.. The chil-
dren’s Santa March Parade will be 
at 11 a.m. with an evening parade 
downtown at 6:30 p.m. About 7:
30 p.m. there will be Christmas 
fireworks. Call (979)345-3921 for 
more information.

Christmas in the Park in 
Sweeny will be Nov. 29-Dec. 1 
at Chick Anderson Park on Pecan 

Dickens on the 
Strand free ticket 
contest winners
Winners for The Bulletin’s Dickens 

on the Strand contest will have the 
opportunity to attend the Victorian-
era themed holiday event in Galves-
ton for one day on either Saturday, 
Dec. 1, or Sunday, Dec. 2.

We chose 10 winners to receive 
a pair of tickets each. They are: 
Michael McCulley of Clute; Chris-
tina Watson of Lake Jackson; Mary 
Miller of Lake Jackson; Eddie Venne 
of Oyster Creek; Barbara Stark of 
Clute; Louis Parker Sr. of Brazoria; 
Victor R. Perez of Alvin; James 
Burris of Lake Jackson; Darlene 
Cerny of Lake Jackson, and Pat 
Morrow of Angleton.

Congratulations to all.
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–HELP WANTED–
Now hiring day and 

evening cashiers, cooks. 
Apply in person at:

Texas Style Burgers
100 Brazos St., Brazoria 

(979) 798-9101

OH, HI HONEY … SO WHO THE HECK IS THIS GUY!? A 
man in Colombia ordered an Uber to take him and his girlfriend to a 
motel for an evening of passion, but the Uber driver turned out to be the 
girlfriend’s husband. The adulterous pair had been seeing each other 
on the sly for about a year. It wasn’t until they got into the car that the 
husband and wife recognized each other. There were varying accounts 
as to what happened next, but it wasn’t pretty.   

THE REST HE WASTED: A Pennsylvania trucking company 
employee in charge of credit and collections billing is accused of funnel-
ing nearly $400,000 into his personal bank account. Investigators say he 
blew some of the money on risque dancers and hockey tickets.

NO WINDOW CAN STOP ME! … SMACK! A man trying to bur-
glarize a takeout restaurant in Suitland, Md., in the dead of night tried to 
shatter the bulletproof glass of a back-room window by throwing a brick 
through it. The brick ricocheted off the window and smashed him in the 
head. He laid on the ground for several minutes then got up and left.

PAAAR-TAY! WHOO! The maid of honor got drunk within half an 
hour at a Florida wedding reception after “she drank almost a whole 
entire bottle of Fireball.” She then snatched the best man’s car keys out 
of his pocket, and jumped into his car. He followed and grabbed onto 
the car, and she dragged him for a short distance before other guests 
wrestled her out of the vehicle. Then she went back in, guzzled a bottle 
of Captain Morgan, and smacked him in the head. She and the bride are 
no longer friends.

JUST MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME: A couple got on a subway 
train at rush hour in New York City, set up a tent, crawled inside and com-
menced to smoke drugs. The cops came and put a stop to it.

YOU’RE SCARING ME, MA’AM! An elderly woman opened the 
blinds at the rear of her Titusville, Fla., home, and saw an undressed 
man on her back porch. So she pulled out her dentures and shouted, 
“Grandma, no teeth!” He ran away.

NEXT TIME, PLAN AHEAD: Police caught up with a guy who 
robbed a convenience store in New York City, because he had to stop for 
gas a half-mile from the scene of the crime.

SURE, COME ON IN: A teenager wanted for theft in Palmview, 
Texas, was taken into custody after he went onto the police department’s 
Facebook page and asked if he could have the reward money which had 
been offered for his arrest.

WELL, IT DIDN’T SAY ‘OCCUPIED’: A first-time passenger on 
a flight from Delhi to Patna, India, tried to open the emergency exit door 
midflight, because he thought it was the door to the bathroom. Pandemo-
nium ensued with other passengers and crew wrestling him away from 
the door. He was finally escorted back to his seat and told to stay there.

I MISS THE GUYS: A man stole a dollar from a convenience store 
in Gandong, China, and then ran to a police station, telling officers that 
he did it so that he would be sent back to prison. He was.

How to make sure your wrecked car is not ‘flipped’
AUSTIN – Consumers who have 

been involved in an auto accident 
– especially those in Harris County 
and the surrounding area –  are 
urged not to sign any documents 
relating to their vehicle until speak-
ing to their insurance company. 
This includes documents that may 

be presented by a tow operator 
responsible for removing their 
vehicle from the accident scene.

Signing certain types of docu-
ments could involve consumers in 
a scheme known as “flipping.” Law 
enforcement agencies in Harris 
County and surrounding areas 

are reporting an increase in these 
types of fraud incidents.

“Flipping” is when vehicle 
owners at an accident scene or 
at a vehicle storage facility are 
deceived into signing documents 
that allow a body shop to take pos-
session of the vehicle and charge 
thousands of dollars in unneces-
sary fees. When the insurance 
company refuses to pay those 
fees, and the vehicle owner can’t 
afford to pay them, the body shop 
ends up gaining ownership of the 
vehicle, selling it and keeping the 

money.
“Typically, when vehicle owners 

are deceived into signing these 
authorizations, they have just been 
involved in automobile accidents 
and are susceptible to the kind of 
fraudulent conduct we see in flip-
ping cases,” said Michael Shirk, a 
prosecutor for the Texas Depart-
ment of Licensing and Regulation. 
“We urge consumers not to sign 
any documents before talking with 
their insurer.” 

Texas law requires that vehicles 
involved in an accident be taken 
directly to a licensed vehicle stor-
age facility, unless the towing com-
pany agrees to take it to a location 
designated by the vehicle’s owner. 

In an effort to protect consumers 
from fraud, the law also limits the 
storage fees that licensed vehicle 
storage facilities can charge.

However, body shops and the 
fees that they charge are not simi-
larly regulated. When a tow truck 

operator takes a vehicle directly to 
a body shop following an accident, 
or when a licensed vehicle storage 
facility transfers a vehicle to a body 
shop, the vehicle owner can end 
up paying thousands of dollars in 
unnecessary costs to recover the 
vehicle.

A working group for the TDLR 
Towing and Vehicle Storage Advi-
sory Board will be recommending 
changes to the program’s enforce-
ment plan to allow the Department 
to more effectively and aggres-
sively Investigate and prosecute 
instances of “flipping.”

Anyone who has or may be a 
victim is urged to contact local law 
enforvement agencies or district 
attorneys’ offices.

Additionally, consumers may 
file a complaint online through 
the TDLR website (https:
//www.tdlr.texas.gov/Complaints/) 
against a tow company, tow opera-
tor, or a vehicle storage facility.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

WHAT ARE BLUE ZONES?
Q. What are “Blue Zones” and 

why might you be interested in 
knowing about them?

A. They’re places in the world 
populated by the longest-lived 
people-—centenarians and even 
some super-centenarians 110 years 
of age or older--with relatively few 
years of disability, reports the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley “Well-
ness Letter.” The name grew out of 
investigators using a blue pen on a 
map to designate these “longevity 
hot spots”:  the Ogliastra and Bar-
bagia regions of Sardinia; Okinawa, 
Japan; the Greek island Ikaria; the 
Nicoya Peninsula in Costa Rica; 
and Loma Linda, California.

In one village of about 900 
inhabitants in Sardinia, for example, 
there have been 20 centenarians 
over the past 20 years, with men 
and women living equally long 
lives.  And Loma Linda, California, 
the only Blue Zone in the U.S., has 
the nation’s highest concentra-
tion of Seventh Day Adventists, 
known for their healthy lifestyles. 
People there live 10 years longer 
than other Americans.  Among the 
common traits of long-lived people 
are eating plant-based diets, limiting 
processed foods, sugar and alcohol, 

being active, managing stress, and 
having a sense of community.

Interestingly, in the Blue Zones, 
rates of smoking and obesity vary 
widely, which suggests that nature 
as well as nurture are at work here.  
In fact, one study identified “longev-
ity genes” common among 100+ 
year-olds, perhaps offering protec-
tion against a variety of chronic 
diseases.
DRIVEWAYS AND PARKWAYS

Q. “We park on driveways, and 
drive on parkways,” we say.  What 
sense can we make of such seem-
ing “non-sense”?

A. Let history help.  First coined 
in 1839, “drive-ways” were “roads 
that ran alongside barns, where 
vehicles like wagons could drive 
up and either offload cargo (like 
hay, food, or livestock) or take on 
cargo,” says Dan Lewis on his “Now 
I Know” website, drawing on “Mer-
riam Webster.”

Fast forward to today’s automo-
biles, yet driveways are still “little 
private roads,” connecting our 
houses to the main road.

“Parkways” took a different route.  
Probably dating back to the 1870s, 
“parkway” is taken from the old 
English word “park” for “fence,” and 
is basically an enclosed place. With 
increasing automobile traffic, the 
need arose for car paths through the 

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

growing number of parks (hence, 
“parkways”), typically direct routes 
where “cars could travel at pretty 
high speeds unabated.”

So that’s the explanation and, 
concludes Lewis, “if you think about 
it, it’s still pretty weird.”

 SEEING WITHOUT EYES
Q. Milena Canning was 29 when 

a stroke destroyed the part of her 
brain housing her visual system, 
leaving her blind. If you hold a ball 
in front of her she won’t see it. Yet 
toss the ball to her and she will 
catch it. How?

A. Canning is an eager par-
ticipant in a study of the so-called 
“Riddoch phenomenon,” the ability 
to perceive motion while blind to 
other visual stimuli, reports Bahar 
Gholipour in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  First described in 1917 
by neurologist George Riddoch 
based on his experience with 
brain-injured World War I soldiers, 
the condition is very rare: Canning 
went from doctor to doctor until 
she was correctly diagnosed – and 
prescribed a rocking chair to help 
enhance her motion-based vision.

Neuroscientist Jody Culham 
and her colleagues have studied 
Canning for 10 years, trying to 
understand how motion perception 
can take “indirect routes” around the 
damaged region of Canning’s brain.  
“These side roads most likely exist 
in all our brains as remnants of the 
early visual system that evolved to 
detect approaching threats even 
without full-fledged sight.”

Says Canning, “If I can help them 
understand the brain more, I could 
understand why I’m seeing what I’m 
seeing.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Men with shaved heads are per-

ceived as more confident, mascu-
line and dominant – Increasing their 
“sex appeal” to women.

• Drinking coffee can decrease 
your risk of experiencing tooth 
decay.

• People who are slightly over-
weight, but not obese, tend to live 
longer than people with an average 
or underweight BMI.

• Before becoming famous, Nicki 
Minaj had been fired from about 15 
jobs for having a bad attitude.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Accepting Jesus changes life drastically
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I know we’re supposed to be 
different once we commit our lives 
to Jesus, but what does this mean 
exactly? I’ve never been a bad 
person, so what would change 
if I became a Christian? I think 
I’d probably be about the same. 
- M.W.

A: If you gave your life to Jesus 
Christ you might not change as 
much as some would, at least on 
the surface. God is in the business 
of changing lives, and the more 
we need to change, the more we’ll 
actually be changed, by the power 
of God.

But you’ll notice I said you might 
not change much “on the surface.” 
I used that phrase deliberately, 
because in reality your life would 
change dramatically. First of 
all, your destiny would change. 
Yes, you may be a good person 
compared with some, but are you 

good enough to get into Heaven 
on your own? The answer is no, 
because God’s standard is nothing 
less than perfection, and none of 
us is perfect.

But when we come to Christ, 
God freely and fully forgives us all 
our sins, and now Heaven’s door 
is open to us. This is possible only 
because on the cross all our sins 
were transferred to Christ, and He 
became the final sacrifice for our 
sins. 

Because of Him, the Bible says, 
“We have this hope as an anchor 
for the soul, firm and secure” 
(Hebrews 6:19).

But you’ll change in other ways 
also, because Christ will give you 
a new love for others, and a new 
desire to help them and share 
Christ with them. He’ll also deepen 
the good things in your life, and 
prune away the bad things (and we 
all have them). Don’t delay, but by 
faith turn to Jesus and open your 
heart to His transforming power.

(Continued from Page 1)
St. It kicks off Nov. 29 and 30 from 5 
to 10 p.m. with Lighting the Walk of 
Trees, and the main event is Satur-
day, Dec. 1, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

There will be bounce houses, 
music, contests for ugly sweaters, 
gingerbread men and gingerbread 
houses. There will be a lighted 
parade at dark, escorting Santa to 
the park. Sweeny Chamber of Com-
merce is sponsor, (979)548-3249.

Heart of Christmas will be 
held in Angleton on Saturday, Dec. 

1, from 6 to 9 p.m. on the Brazoria 
County Courthouse grounds down-
town. This free event will include a 
lighted parade at 6 p.m., community 
sponsored booths giving away 
holiday goodies, entertainment, 
children’s rides, and a Christmas 
tree walk. The trees, donated and 
decorated by local businesses, are 
given to needy families afterward. 
Santa will be available to have his 
picture taken with children. Look at 
angleton.tx.us/tourism for details.

Alvin’s Home for the 

Holidays will start Friday, Nov. 30, 
with a children’s craft at 6 p.m. at 
Wellborne Cinema and the movie 
ELF at 7 p.m. Both are free, but 
movie seating is limited. The main 
free event will be Saturday, Dec. 1, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at National 
Oak Park, off of Gordon St., behind 
the library. There will be the world’s 
tallest snowman, a snow hill, pet 
pictures with Santa, vendors and 
a lighted parade at 6 p.m. Alvin 
Parks and Recreation Department is  
sponsor this year, (281)388-4299..

Pearland’s 37th Hometown 
Christmas Parade will be 
Saturday, Dec. 1, starting at 6 p.m. 
along Broadway St. (FM 518) from 
Old Alvin Road, traveling east to 
Pearland Parkway. For information, 
see pearlandtx.com

Angleton Chamber of 
Commerce’s Christmas Tour 

Events around county will help spark your holiday spirit of Homes will feature holiday-
decorated homes at Bar-X subdivi-
sion off of Highway 35 West on 
Sunday, Dec. 2, from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served at one 
of the homes, and admission to tour 
all homes is $20 per person. Tickets 
are available at the chamber, 
(979)849-6443.

Freeport’s Holiday on the 
Brazos will be Thursday, Dec. 6, 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the Freeport 
Municipal Park, located off of Hwy. 
288-B. It is a free family event 
sponsored by the Freeport Parks 
& Recreation Department and 
includes refreshments, activities and 
Santa. (979) 233-3306.

 Christmas in the Park at 
Clute’s Municipal Park will kick 
off Thursday, Dec. 6, and continues 
through Saturday, Dec. 8. This free 
holiday happening will be from 5 to 
9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Dec. 
7, and from 4 to 9 p.m. on Saturday. 

Santa will be there nightly from 6:

30 to 8:30 p.m. There’s also enter-
tainment and a lighted Christmas 
tree “forest.” Clute Parks & Recre-
ation Department, (979)265-8392.

Oh Deer! is the theme of this 
year’s Fa La La - Ladies 
Night Out, Thursday, Dec. 6, in 
the Brazoria County Fairgrounds 
Auditorium  6 to 10 p.m. This annual 
Angleton Chamber event features 
a dinner, catered this year by Filip’s 
Cafe (chicken cordon bleu), shop-
ping, style show, raffle for designer 
purses and silent auction. The DJ 
and entertainment group that was 
so popular last year will be return-
ing. Tickets are $70. Tables and 
sponsorships are also available, 
(979)849-6443.

Freeport Nutcracker Market 
will be at Freeport Historical 
Museum, 311 E. Park Ave.,noon to 
8 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 9. There will 
be food and craft vendors, carriage 
rides, a Nutcracker movie in the 
park at 6:30 p.m., (979)233-0066.
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Limiting kids’ digital activities may just save their vision
By Gina Salamone
New York Daily News (TNS)

The message is clear from a pair 
of reports that tie childrens’ digital 
dependence to health issues: Rip 
the kids away from cellphones and 
tablets and make them play outside.

A widespread review by the 
World Cancer Research Fund 
— called Diet, Nutrition, Physi-
cal Activity and Cancer: a Global 
Perspective — found that sedentary 
behavior from increased exposure 
to cellphones, computers and other 
electronic entertainment is associ-
ated with weight gain, which ups the 
risk of 12 cancers.

The report, which looked at 80 
studies involving more than 200,000 
people, found that risks of colon, 
breast, endometrial cancer — a 
form of uterine cancer — and others 
jump with a lack of physical activity.

“New technologies have encour-
aged people to increase the time 
they spend engaging in sedentary 
behaviors, such as sitting in cars 
and watching television as well as 
using computers, electronic enter-
tainment and mobile phones,” the 

WCRF report reads.
A separate study by King’s 

College London, published in the 
British Journal of Ophthalmology, 
found that playing computer games, 
along with other factors, is tied to 
an increased risk of nearsighted-
ness in childhood.

The King’s College study states 
nearsightedness, in which distant 
objects appear blurred, is “becom-
ing increasingly common, rising 
to an estimated 4.8 billion people 
worldwide by 2050 from 1.9 billion 
in 2010.”

“Although genetics are thought to 
play a part, we don’t think that they 
alone can explain why the number 
of people with myopia is rising 
so quickly,” said the study’s lead 
author, Dr. Katie Williams, ophthal-
mology clinical research fellow at 
King’s College.

The authors also suggest that 
time spent playing computer games 
is not just problematic due to having 
devices close to eyes for long peri-
ods of time, but also means “less 
time outdoors — a factor previously 
found to increase myopia risk.”

In regard to the study that con-
nects nearsightedness to computer 
game playing, Dr. Erin Walsh, 
co-director of pediatric ophthalmol-
ogy at the New York Eye and Ear 
Infirmary of Mount Sinai, says that 
the National Eye Institute suggests 
the current known risk factors 
for myopic development include 
not only genetic predisposition to 
myopia, but also environmental risk 
factors that are associated with less 
time spent outdoors and more time 
spent reading or doing near work.

If your kid is spending too much 
time on digital media, they can 
develop eye-strain or dry eye with 
symptoms, including headaches, 
tearing, burning or decreased 
vision, according to Walsh. She rec-
ommends taking frequent breaks, 
using devices in well-lit areas and 
holding devices up to eye level.

She points out that the American 
Academy of Pediatrics advises 
against the use of devices for kids 
under age 2, and suggests one-
hour device limits for those ages 2 
to 5, and two hours max for those 
over 5. 
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At their regular meeting recently, 
the Brazoria Lions Club’s 
president Lion Gary Kersh (left) 
awarded Lion Darrell Powell a 
Lion of the Month appreciation pin 
for leading and organizing vision 
screenings in the elementary 
schools for the club. The Brazoria 
Lions Club meets the second and 
fourth Mondays of each month. 
For more information on the 
Brazoria Lions Club, call (979)798-
4444.

Lions honor Kersh 
for vision screenings
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DID YOU KNOW?
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extra each day is not going to break 
anyone’s bank.

The largest part of our electrical 
bill in this area is for air-condition-
ing during the summer. That A/C 
compressor sucks up a lot more 
juice to keep us cool than any LED 
light bulb.

What are the detriments of DST?
The transitions often lead to 

disrupted sleep cycles. When 
springing forward, the body needs 
to adjust to going to sleep earlier, 
which may leave people restless 
at night and cause sleepiness the 
next day.

On average, Americans lose 40 
minutes of sleep when we set the 
clocks ahead in the spring. Such 
sleep disturbances can lead to 

mood disruptions and increased 
irritability.

Research has also shown a 
spike in car crashes following 
daylight saving time changes.

Changing the clocks ahead an 
hour can also take a toll on your 
heart. A recent study found that 
daylight saving time transitions 
may be tied to an increased risk of 
a common type of stroke.

Any amount of sleep depriva-
tion can affect the hormone levels 
in the body, which can lead to 
changes in appetite, an increase in 
cravings, and potential overeating.

So, the next time you step on a 
scale and do not like the results, 
just blame it on DST.

Right now, Hawaii and most of 
Arizona are the only states that 

don’t observe the bi-annual time 
change. And if common sense 
prevails (that’s a big if) in the Texas 
Legislature, we may be the third. 
But it’s not going to be easy. And, it 
has been tried before.

State Rep. Dan Flynn, R-Canton, 
introduced a bill last legislative 
session, but House members voted 
56-9 to keep the time change. They 
are going to try again.

A couple of bills filed this legisla-
tive session aim to abolish the 
bi-annual time change. 

Keep an eye on HB 2400 and 
SB 238, and let your representa-
tives know that you support these 
bills. 

And just maybe we won’t have 
to spring forward or fall back. Your 
body’s time clock will appreciate it.

Legislation introduced in Austin to stop springing forward
(Continued from Page 1)

For many, winter is a time of 
celebration. Cooler weather rings 
in Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
many other opportunities for happy 
gatherings.

But cooler weather can be 
miserable and dangerous for those 
without heat. Unfortunately, this isn’t 
uncommon, as there are many chil-
dren in our community without coats 
or jackets to keep them warm.

The Student Construction 

Association of Brazosport College 
is looking to make a difference for 
these kids in need. But they need 
your help.

Throughout the month of 
November, the Student Construction 
Organization will be involved in its 
“Coats of Many Colors” coat drive, 
which will benefit students served by  
Communities in Schools. New coats 
or monetary donations are being 
accepted from any organizations or 

individuals that are interested in par-
ticipating in the program. Coats are 
needed for children sizes 4 to 12.

Gently-used or new coats can be 
dropped off at various places on the 
Brazosport College campus, includ-
ing drop-off boxes at the Student 
Pavilion, the May Children’s Center, 
the Commons food service area and 
the Sadler Health/Science lobby.

“We have a responsibility to help 
each other out, and no child should 

have to go through winter without 
warmth,” said Student Construction 
Association of Brazosport College 
President Agatha Sanchez. “This 
will have a profound effect on the 
children. Not only will a coat keep 
them warm through the winter, but 
they’ll remember this act of kindness 
and will help others in the future.”

The coat drive is ongoing through 
Nov. 30, with pickup slotted for the 
first week of December.

The Student Construction 
Association is an organization of 
students taking courses in the vari-
ous construction and technology 
fields offered at Brazosport College. 
This organization exists to support 
students in their career preparation 
and to serve the community.

For more information about 
the “Coats of Many Colors” coat 

drive or the Student Construction 
Association at Brazosport College, 
contact President Agatha Sanchez 
at (979) 201-2144, Vice President 
Leslie Obregan at (979) 215-4292 
or Treasurer Maria Gerber at (979) 
292-5818.

BC organization helping to keep kids warm through winter

• Cheetahs don’t roar – Instead, 
they meow like house cats.

• Some snakes can survive 
without food for years at a time by 
digesting their own hearts.

• Consuming 85 chocolate bars, 
70 cups of coffee, 13 consecutive 
shots of alcohol, 2 ground cherry 
pits, or 1.59 gallons of water is 
enough to kill you.

• ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ has 
become the second-highest gross-
ing music biopic of all time.
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Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that 
advertising in The Bulletin is good for your 

business. Call (979) 849-5407.

MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE SPONSORS

Brazoria County Library System
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Christmas stories for families to read
The following stories were some 

of our favorite Christmas classics 
growing up. We hope you enjoy 
them just as much with your family 
this Christmas Eve.

 Rudolph the Red-nosed 
Reindeer: Robert L. May wrote 
Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer 
at the request of the department 
store company Montgomery Ward. 

The story was given out for free to 
over 2 million children who visited 
the stores during Christmas time 
of 1939. Robert’s brother-in-law, 
Johnny Marks, saw the popularity 
of the story and wrote the song we 
all know.

The Gift of the Magi:  A 
beautiful short story about the 
personal sacrifices we are willing to 

make for the ones we love.
The Fir Tree: A fairy tale by 

Hans Christian Andersen. It tells 
the story of a young tree that wants 
nothing more than to grow up. In 
focusing so much on the future, the 
tree forgets to truly appreciate the 
present.

The Greatest Gift:  A short 
story written by Philip Van Doren 
Stern in 1943. This story became 
the basis for the classic film “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.”

The Elves and the Shoe-
maker: A classic fairy tale by the 
Grimm brothers. One morning, a 
shoemaker comes into his shop to 
find a beautiful pair of shoes has 
been made for him to sell. Aston-

ished, he is determined to find out 
who he should thank for the service.

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas! Dr. Seuss’ theme: 
Christmas is a spiritual experience, 
not a material one.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing & wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Hay
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees and sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs, and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Here is how you can use your Christmas trees to help save our beaches
With the holiday nearing, the last thing most of us want to think about 

is taking down our Christmas decorations. We do ask of our community, 
however, to keep our beaches in mind when it comes to your post-holiday 
cleaning.

Beginning Dec. 26, several Brazoria County offices will begin collecting 
trees at their locations to be placed along the beachfront to help gather 
blowing sands, and build up dunes. After collecting the donations, volunteers 
and park staff will come together on Jan. 19 to position the trees along the 
beaches at Follett’s Island and the Village of Surfside.

Trees without decorations may be dropped off at our headquarters office 
at 313 W. Mulberry in Angleton, or at any Brazoria County precinct office.

For more information, contact the department’s events coordinator, Mike 
Mullenweg, at (979)864-1152, or email him at mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Join us for kayaking in Chocolate Bayou
For those with a passion for pad-

dling, a little winter weather doesn’t 
stand a chance. 

Whether you’re an experienced 
veteran, or just 
looking to get 
your feet wet, the 
Brazoria County 
Parks Depart-
ment is hosting 
its first kayaking 
trip of the season 
on Saturday, 
Dec. 8. 

We plan to 
meet at Camp Mohawk County Park 
at 9 a.m. and to drop into Chocolate 
Bayou from the boat ramp across 
the street. After a few hours of 

exploring, we will return to the park 
at around noon. 

As with all of our paddling events, 
it’s important to stay cautious of 

the temperature 
outdoors and to 
dress accord-
ingly. 

Our December 
trips often have 
great turnout, so 
be sure to con-
tact the depart-
ment’s events 
coordinator, Mike 

Mullenweg soon to register.
For more information, call 

(979)864-1152, or email Mike at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
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Schedule of events

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Dec. 8, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Winter Paddling Event 
#1. Come join the Brazoria 
Paddler’s Club as they hold a 
paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 

Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours. We will be leav-
ing from, and returning to, the 
Camp Mohawk County Park 
boat ramp. For information or 
reservations, call (979)864-1152 
or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com.

Thursday, Dec. 20, 8 a.m. 
to noon: If you’re looking to 
give back to your community, and 
happen to find yourself free on 
Thursday mornings, we’ll be out 
at our various parks every third 
Thursday of the month working to 
build and re-build the trails there.

 This is a great chance to 
meet new people and get some 
exercise. For more informa-
tion (including location), and 
to register, contact Mike Mul-
lenweg at (979)864-1152, or at 

mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Saturday, Jan. 12, 9 a.m. 

to noon: Winter Paddling Event 
#2. Come join the Small Watercraft 
Club as they hold a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Brazoria 
County.

 Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours. Location to 
be announced at a later date. 
For information or reservations, 
call (979)864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.net

Sunday, Jan. 13, 2 to 5 
p.m.: History Talks, Simon and 
Greenberry: Blacksmith, Gambler, 
Gardner, and Slave. The unlikely 
heroes of our discussion are notable 
not for their stations, but for who 
they became given the situations 
and resources that came to hand. 
For more information, call the 
Stephen F. Austin park at (979)849-
5965.  

Saturday, Jan.19, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Dunes Day. Starting 
Dec. 26, Brazoria County Parks 
will start accepting used Christ-

mas trees. Volunteers meet on 
Surfside Beach on Jan. 19 to 
rebuild, restore, and strengthen 
our dunes.  For information or 
reservations, call (979)864-1152 
or email mikem@brazoria-
county.net.

Sunday, Feb. 10, 2 to 5 
p.m.: History Talks, Unrequited 
Love in Colonial Texas. Join 
in as staff discusses amorous 
conquests, misadventures, and 
hopeless quagmires in the social 
realm of early Texas. Bring a 
date; this is a novel early Valen-
tine’s Day experience. For more 
information, call the Stephen F. 
Austin park at (979)849-5965.  

Saturday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m. 
to noon: Winter Paddling Event 
#3. Come join the Small Water-
craft Club as they hold a paddling 
event on one of the waterways in 
Brazoria County. Bring your own 
boat or borrow one of ours. Loca-
tion to be announced at a later 
date. Call (979)864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.net

November county parks highlights
November has been an excit-

ing month for our department with 
multiple educational events bring-
ing in crowds of Brazoria County 
residents.

Earlier this month, the Stephen 
F. Austin-Munson Historical County 

Park hosted students from sev-
eral local schools for their annual 
celebration of Stephen F. Austin’s 
birthday. Participants learned about 
how pioneers lived back in the days 
of early Texas, and were treated to 
a slice of Austin’s birthday cake to 

finish the day with a little something 
sweet.

Following the event at the statue, 
Quintana Beach County Park threw 
a colorful and empowering affair 
centered on local pollinators and 
how we as humans can support 

them. Pollinator Pallooza combines 
lessons on how pollinators affect 
our environment, fun activities, and 
the exhibition of products that exist 
thanks to pollinators, like honey and 
beeswax. 

Our department event in partner-

ship with Texas Parks and Wildlife 
and Bass Pro Shops, Kids’ Fishfest, 
was also a success. Young anglers 
from across both Brazoria and 
Harris counties came to Bass Pro 
Shops to learn how to fish, and soak 
in the sun.

A student experiences the magic of a butterfly during Pollinator Palooza 
at Quintana Beach.

Mike Mullenweg, in period clothes, is shown teaching fishing to children 
at the birthday event at the Stephen F. Austin statue.
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NHL wins.
Or — to put that in perspective 

— nearly 4 1/2 times longer than 
the Browns’ recent victory drought.

Chuck the halls
Decorating early for Christmas 

makes people happier, according 
to research published in the Jour-
nal of Environmental Psychology.

If that’s the case, Raiders 
ornaments must be hot sellers in 
Oakland.

Talking the talk
— Comedy writer Tim Hunter, 

on researchers’ claims that they’ve 
discovered the world’s oldest 
painting in a cave in Borneo: “The 
really interesting part is that it 
appears to show four T-Rexes at a 
table, playing poker.”

— NBC’s Jimmy Fallon, after 
the Red Sox won their first World 
Series since 2013: “Today, 5-year-
olds in Boston were like, ‘Finally, 
the curse is broken.’ ”

Quote marks
— Comedy writer Marc Ragovin, 

on gymnastics icon Mary Lou 
Retton divorcing her husband of 
27 years: “I guess she is no longer 
head-over-heels over him.”

— Cam Hutchinson of the 
Saskatchewan’s Saskatoon 
Express, on the Bills retiring RB 
Thurman Thomas’ jersey: “The 
ceremony was delayed when 
Thomas couldn’t find it.”

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER
In other words: “In the hole!”

Love on the run
A man proposed to his girlfriend 

when she hit the 16-mile mark 
while running her first New York 
City Marathon.

He would’ve done it at 15, but 
he wanted her to go the extra mile.

Going, going, gone
Former Marlins pitcher Justin 

Wayne has been sentenced to four 
years in prison for insurance fraud.

But with the promise of an 
earlier release, if he produces a 
quality start.

Kick off the old block
Packers punter J.K. Scott’s wife, 

Sydney, gave birth to a son just 
hours after the team returned from 
its game at New England.

He called it “life-changing.” 
She’s just glad all the kicking is 
over.

And, in soccer nudes
Supporters of Rijnsburgse Boys, 

a soccer team in the Netherlands, 
hired a porn star named Foxy to 
run in nothing but shoes and socks 
across the field to unnerve rival 
Amsterdamsche FC players, but 
it didn’t work as first-place AFC 
breezed to a 6-2 win.

Now that’s what you call a losing 
streak.

Gone with the wins
Oilers goalie Mikko Koskinen 

went 7 years, 258 days between 

Imagine if that burglar tried 
to steal his belt

Try telling this suspect that pro 
rasslin’ is fake.

A would-be robber armed 
with an 11-inch knife made the 
mistake of targeting a 57-year-
old Connecticut man trained in 
Lucha Libre. As Stamford Police 
Sgt. Robert Shawinsky told the 
Stamford Advocate: “He punched 
(suspect Israel) Torres in the face 
and conducted a takedown move 
on him.”

The perp, pinned to the ground 
when police arrived, had yet to 
demand a rematch at press time.

Paging Woody Hayes
A 43-year-old man working the 

chain gang at a youth football 
game in Tuscaloosa, Ala., has 
been charged with harassment 
after he allegedly went onto the 
field and slapped an opposing 
player who had tackled his son.

And you thought they take 
Crimson Tide games seriously 
down there?

Bad rub of the green
Irish golf star Rory McIlroy has 

sold his waterfront mansion near 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., for 
$11.5 million — $250,000 less 
than he paid for the property six 
years ago.

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Just open
5 Hot under the collar
10 Loot from a heist
14 Dainty trim
15 West Indies volcano
16 Site of Napoleon’s first exile
17 Tweak some violin holders?
20 Maker of many kitchen rolls
21 Wall St. deal

22 Baking soda targets
23 Like used fireplaces
25 Tach nos.
27 Tweak some church chimers?
34 Brit. record label
35 A few bucks?
36 Fuss over
37 Part of a sitcom farewell
39 Pulled off
41 Spot for a 48-Across

42 Representatives
45 Nintendo rival
48 Short snooze
49 Tweak some ski parkas?
52 __ helmet
53 Pre-coll. catchall
54 Torch job
57 And such: Abbr.
59 Trims, as a lawn
63 Tweak some business outfits?
66 Arctic formation
67 Transparent
68 Scientology guru Hubbard
69 Like most fairways, daily
70 Some Parliament members
71 A whole bunch

DOWN
1 NATO alphabet starter
2 Monopoly corner
3 Adapter letters
4 New Jersey’s state tree
5 Chest thumper
6 One recently hitched
7 Smooth-talking
8 Parting shot
9 Slangy “Sure”
10 Hands-free devices
11 To boot
12 Lyft rival
13 Scottish miss
18 Performed light surgery on?
19 Jazz club performers
24 Eur. power until 1806
26 Third deg.?
27 Midmorning hour
28 Reflection
29 Little League teams
30 Like Oscar Wilde
31 Big name in spaghetti westerns
32 OK for dieters
33 Breaks like a branch
38 Implied
40 Down in the dumps
43 Shipping department supply
44 Lab order?
46 Milk purch.
47 Feels the pain
50 “My Generation” band
51 Portmanteau for a grown-up who 
hasn’t yet grown up
54 Switch on a boom box
55 Caramel-filled candy
56 Put one over on
58 Stadium ticket specification
60 Copter’s forerunner
61 David Cameron’s alma mater
62 Three-part figs.
64 Monogram on some pricey 
handbags
65 Store door nos.
(c) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
DRUM  LUTE  TUBA  OBOE  PIANO  BUGLE  TRUMPET  TROMBONE
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Share a 
crust with those you trust. As this 
week unfolds, you may look forward 
to spending more time with family 
and friends. You may earn recogni-
tion for your talents and skills.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be 
precise and to the point. Aimless 
wool-gathering and mental wander-
ing will accomplish nothing worth-
while. In the upcoming week, focus 
on clear and lucid interpersonal 
communication.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Friendship is great, but love is better. 
In the week ahead, you may be 
involved in social activities, but also 
aware of your commitments. Achieve 
financial stability by being loyal and 
reliable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Act on the best of intentions in the 
upcoming week. You may be more 
popular than usual. Friends and 
acquaintances can point out ways 
to make your fondest dreams come 
true.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Life 
is too short to take some things too 
seriously but not long enough to 
take people for granted. The family 
gatherings you attend in the week 
to come will help you put things into 
perspective.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
This may be a good week to tighten 
bonds of affection. Enlist the support 
of intimate friends who have the 
know-how to make your dreams 
come true. You may benefit from 
someone’s support.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Aim 
for a worthy target. Focus on your 
goals this week. Sheer determina-
tion may get you somewhere, but 
you are too discriminating to be sat-
isfied with anything less than perfect.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Focus on creative ideas, hobbies, 
or holiday entertaining in the week 
ahead. You have plenty of energy 
and few distractions to prevent you 
from making the most of the upcom-
ing holiday.

Jumble
Jumbles: VIPER  EVOKE  THIRST  RADIUS
Answer: The tennis courts at the minimum-security prison featured -- SERVERS

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Every calculated risk is at the 
mercy of the unexpected. You might 
feel that you must act just for the 
sake of doing something. Hold off 
until the middle of the week when 
results are more dependable.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Keep up your end of a commitment, 
and no one will let you down. In the 
week ahead, you might feel there is 
too much work to do to take a day 
off, but you will be glad you did.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Separate true needs from wants. 
Stick to what you know is right 
for you in the week ahead. You 
shouldn’t spend your money on 
something that isn’t on your long-
term game plan.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may have more energy than 
usual. This might be a great week 
to get tasks completed that require 
intense physical activity or to take 
the lead within your circle of friends 
and family.

  History of the World On This Day
        NOVEMBER 27
1701 - Anders Celsius was born 

in Sweden. He was the inventor of 
the Celsius thermometer. 

1889 - Curtis P. Brady was 
issued the first permit to drive an 
automobile through Central Park in 
New York City. 

1934 - The U.S. bank robber 
George “Baby Face” Nelson was 
killed by FBI agents near Bar-
rington, IL. 

        NOVEMBER 28
1582 - William Shakespeare and 

Anne Hathaway were married. 
1919 - American-born Lady 

Astor was elected the first female 
member of the British Parliament. 

1922 - Capt. Cyril Turner of the 
Royal Air Force gave the first public 
exhibition of skywriting. He spelled 
out, “Hello USA. Call Vanderbilt 
7200” over New York’s Times 
Square.

        NOVEMBER 29
1864 - The Sand Creek Mas-

sacre occurred in Colorado when a 
militia led by Colonel John Chiving-
ton, killed at least 400 peaceful 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians 

who had surrendered and had been 
given permission to camp. 

1892 - A patent was issued to 
Almon Brown Strowger for the 
rotary dial.

1929 - The first airplane flight 
over the South Pole was made by 
U.S. Navy Lt. Comdr. Richard E. 
Byrd. 

        NOVEMBER 30
1782 - The United States and 

Britain signed preliminary peace 
articles in Paris, ending the Revolu-
tionary War. 

1858 - John Landis Mason 
received a patent for the first 
pepper shaker with a screw-on cap. 

1897 - Thomas Edison’s own 
motion picture projector had its first 
commercial exhibition. 

         DECEMBER 1
1835 - Hans Christian Andersen 

published his first book of fairy 
tales. 

1909 - The Pennsylvania Trust 
Company, of Carlisle, PA, became 
the first bank in the in the U.S. to 
offer a Christmas Club account. 

1913 - The first drive-in auto-
mobile service station opened, in 

Pittsburgh, PA. 
         DECEMBER 2
1804 - Napoleon was crowned 

emperor of France at the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame in Paris. 

1901 - Gillette patented the KC 
Gillette Razor. It was first razor to 
feature a permanent handle and 
disposable double-edge razor 
blades. 

1917 - During World War I, 
hostilities were suspended on the 
eastern front. 

         DECEMBER 3
1792 - The trial of France’s King 

Louis XVI began. He was eventu-
ally put to death.

1833 - Oberlin College in Ohio 
opened as the first truly co-educa-
tional school of higher education in 
the United States. 

1835 - In Rhode Island, the 
Manufacturer Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Company issued the first fire 
insurance policy. 

1910 - The neon lamp was 
displayed for the first time at the 
Paris Motor Show. The lamp was 
developed by French physicist 
Georges Claude. 
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• In 1962, Stan Lee introduced the world to Spider-Man because he 
wanted to create a teen hero who wasn’t just somebody’s sidekick.

• Consuming a lot of energy drinks can lead to increased stress, loss of 
sleep, and depression.

• On a recent weekend, a rogue squirrel got into a New York transformer 
substation and knocked the power out for 12,000 people.

• ‘Hypersomnia’ is a condition where a person can sleep for 12 to 15 hours 
but still wake up feeling tired.

• Taking a week off from using Facebook can increase your happiness, 
improve your ability to concentrate, and boost your social life.

• It takes about 400 cacao beans to make a single pound of chocolate.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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