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St. Nicholas 
or Krampus?

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I was looking out the window to 
see if I could spot St. Nicholas. It 
was cold outside, but the coal-burn-
ing stove in the corner warmed up 
the room enough. We were bundled 
up and excited because St. Nicholas 
would visit tonight.

We could not see him because 
he always came after we went to 
sleep. I thought that I could catch 
a glimpse of him on his way to 
somewhere else. When we got up 
on Dec. 6, our shoes on the window 

sill would be filled with candy. If we 
were really good that year, maybe 
even an orange or a banana.

I was always hoping for an 
orange. I liked bananas, but oranges 
were my favorite. On many years, 
though, St. Nicholas only brought 
inexpensive candy. Even he had 
trouble finding such tropical fruits as 
oranges and bananas in Hungary.

The country was part of the Soviet 
bloc back in those days, but not by 
choice. It tried to pry itself away in 
1956, but that resulted in the Soviet 
Union invading with  thousands of 
troops, crushing the revolution and 
installing a puppet government.

Ramblings

I have declared war on autumn leaves of red and gold
By Jase Graves
Speical to the Bulletin

War has come to my yard! But 
this battle doesn’t involve modern 
conventional weapons with indi-
vidual rounds of ammunition that 
cost almost as much as my eldest 
and most expensive daughter’s 
wardrobe. Instead, this is a battle 
against one of the most annoying 
forces of nature known to man 

– the scourge of autumn leaves.
At some point in mid-fall, all of 

the delinquent trees in my neigh-
borhood get together in the middle 
of the night to vape and prank the 
middle-aged neat freak with the tidy 
lawn compulsion. The next morning 
I awaken to find my lawn adorned 
with what some people might con-
sider a charming, colorful mosaic, 
but I view it as a cruel conspiracy 

involving the great outdoors and 
the Hefty Corporation to coerce 
me into doing yard work long after 
my grass has finally quit growing 
and turned an exquisite lifeless-
beige.

Of course, I realize that during 
autumn and early winter, falling 
leaves – along with Walmart run-
ning out of canned chili with no 

(Continued on Page 11)

Dressing for 
the holidays

By Janice R. Edward
The Bulletin

Every Spring in southern Brazoria 
County, you would be hard-pressed 
to miss the Annual Migration Cel-
ebration, organized by the Friends 
of the Brazoria Wildlife Refuges in 
cooperation with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Services’ Texas Mid-Coast 
National Wildlife Refuge Complex. 
In 2003, a dinner was added as a 
fundraiser for the event.

The dinner is prepared by volun-
teers and Friends of the Brazoria 
Wildlife Refuges and has grown 
larger each year. For years, Roy 
and I have enjoyed the dinner which 
consists of a salad, pulled pork, 
beans, a dessert and “the dressing.” 

Memories are made of this

People with disabilities 
enjoy local BCCIL feast

(Continued on Page 10)

Thanksgiving 
luncheon

Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Some were disabled.  Others 
were relatives who had helped 
support their disabled loved ones 
through difficult years.

Some of the disabled required 
wheelchairs or walkers. Others had 

mental or cognitive disabilities.
Some were disabled seniors 

forced in their later years to confront 
new challenges like housing and 
transportation. Others were young 
and just now acquiring skills that will 
allow them to meet the challenges 
posed by their disability. 

They all had one thing in 
common. They were delighted to be 

The View from My Seat

Holiday happenings 
around Brazoria County
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Bells will be ringing, choirs will be singing, and 
families will be enjoying the 2019 Christmas season in 
Brazoria County.

Several events are happening this week and weekend, 
and many are free.

On Thursday, Dec. 5, Freeport Parks & Recreation 
Department will sponsor Holiday on the Brazos at Freeport 
Municipal Park from 6 to 8 p.m. There will be entertainment 
and performances, cookies, vendors, and children can visit with 
Santa, so bring your phone or camera! The Brazos River runs 
through the park, thus the name, and it is free to attend.

Christmas in the Park at Clute Municipal Park will be 
held three nights - on Thursday, Dec. 5, through Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 5 to 9 p.m. and also has performances and vendors and is free.

On Friday, Dec. 6, Saturday, Dec. 7, and Sunday, Dec. 8, St. 
Timothy’s Episcopal Church, located at 200 Oyster Creek Dr. 
in Lake Jackson, will host a free live nativity scene at 7 p.m. and 7:
30 p.m. There will be cookies and hot beverages afterward.

The Center for Arts & Sciences will continue its  “Christ-
mas Belles” live stage performance on Friday, Dec. 6 and Sat. 
Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m. as well as a Sunday afternoon show at 2:30 
p.m. on Dec. 8. It will be in the Dow Arena Theater of The Center 
for the Arts & Sciences, located at 400 College Boulevard in Clute.

(Continued on Page 10)



preferences,” but in many cases, it 
goes away on its own.
Elephants and the ecosystem 

Q. Elephants are often cited as 
ecosystem engineers, knocking 
over trees, pruning branches and 
dispersing seeds. How has a recent 
discovery linked the footsteps of 
these giants to one of the smallest 
creatures in the landscape?

A. When herpetologist Steven 
Platt trudged through a seasonally 
flooded wetland in Myanmar, he 
noticed “Frisbee-sized pools brim-
ming with clusters of frog eggs and 
wriggling tadpoles,” says Rachel 
Nuwer in “Scientific American” 
magazine. These pools, Platt real-
ized, were elephant tracks offering a 
lifeline in this parched environment 
for the next generation of frogs.  
Returning to the same spot a year 
later, he found similar tracks, again 
containing tadpoles and eggs, and 
surmised they served “as small 
breeding sites linking together larger 
wetland patches during the dry 
season.” The only other study on 
this phenomenon in Uganda seems 
to confirm his conclusion.

But with elephants being 
threatened due to habitat loss and 
poaching, Platt wonders if some of 
this complex interconnectedness 
may be lost: “As the elephant goes, 
probably a lot of relationships we 
don’t even know anything about at 
this point go, too.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Teabag to the rescue
Q. With trouble brewing over 

carbon emissions in the Arctic, how 
might the humble teabag help deter-
mine the severity of the problem?

A. The Arctic tundra contains vast 
quantities of carbon that are being 
emitted into the air at an acceler-
ating rate as the land heats up, 
says Lesley Evans Ogden in “New 
Scientist” magazine. Two Dutch 
researchers studying soil decompo-
sition had the tedious job of joining 
the seams of hundreds of tiny bags, 
“filling them with dead plant mate-
rial, then weighing and burying them 
in the ground.”  Later they’d dig up 
the bags and reweigh them to track 
the progress of decay. 

An eureka moment came during 
a tea break when they realized that 
using teabags would not only elimi-
nate all the time-consuming work 
but also provide a standard study 
tool “if ecologists everywhere buried 
the same type and brand of teabag 
instead of homemade litterbags.”  
And because decomposition follows 
a two-stage process — fast at first, 
then more slowly for the more resis-
tant materials — they further saw 
that by burying two different types of 
tea, they could capture data on both 
phases simultaneously.

Now the Tundra Tea Bag Experi-
ment, an international collaboration 
involving some 50 researchers, has 
buried teabags at 350 sites world-
wide to try to find out how decompo-
sition rates differ across the tundra.  
“Analysis is ongoing, but early hints 
are concerning,” says Ogden. It is 
hoped that the findings will improve 
the predictability of climate change 
at high latitudes.

What’s that smell?
Q. About 7 percent of Americans 

over the age of 40 are affected by 
phantosmia. What is that?

A. Also called phantom odor 
perception or olfactory hallucina-
tion, it occurs when someone smells 
burning rubber or other unpleasant 
odors even though nothing is there, 
reports the University of California, 
Berkeley “Wellness Letter.” The 
condition is not well understood, but 
it may occur with some common 
medical conditions or with certain 
neurological or psychiatric disor-
ders. According to a recent study 
by the National Institute of Health, 
women were more likely to perceive 
such odors, as were those of either 
sex who had persistent dry mouth, a 
history of head injury or poorer over-
all health (“Journal of the American 
Medical Association,” 2018).

“Phantosmia can lower quality 
of life and affect appetite and food 

Facebook Dickens winners announced
The Bulletin enjoys having ticket 

giveaways to local events in our 
area. We love that our readers have 
the chance to attend events for no 
costs. 

We want to say thank you to our 
readers who enter our contests in 
the paper. We also parallel some of 
these contests on Facebook. 

If you have not liked our page 
on Facebook, just search “Brazoria 
County Bulletin” and you can find 
us there. 

We post the weekly paper 
there and interesting news and 
announcements throughout the 
week.

We recently ran a contest for 
Dickens on the Strand in the paper, 
and then we also ran it on our 
Facebook page. We announced 
our paper winners already, but we 
would like to announce our Face-

book winners. 
Congratulations to Erin Eaves 

of Richwood, Charlotte Plaia of 
Sweeny, and Kristyl James of 
Lake Jackson. These three lucky 
winners have been mailed two tick-
ets each to Dickens on the Strand 

on Galveston Island, taking place 
Dec. 7-8.

Keep reading The Bulletin and 
visit our Facebook page and web-
site for future ticket give-aways to 
major venues around the Houston 
Metropolitan area. Entering the con-
tests is free; The Bulletin is free.The 
price is right.
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I’LL GET YOU INTO AMERICA; MY WIFE DOESN’T HAVE 
TO KNOW: A man, who had a brief affair with a woman in their native 
Macedonia “20 or 30 years ago” and later came to America and got mar-
ried, was delighted when his old girlfriend called and told him that she 
was in Canada. So he went there, and in an effort to sneak her into the 
U.S., “borrowed” his wife’s passport to use as the old girlfriend’s ID. It all 
fell apart at the Ambassador Bridge in Detroit, where the Customs officer 
saw that she bore no resemblance to the man’s wife.

SO THEY WERE PRETTY MUCH READY FOR ANYTHING: 
A drug and gang task force executing a search warrant on a residence 
in Dassel, Minn., found methamphetamine, firearms and a functioning 
cannon inside the home.

MY NAME IS RUMPELSTILTSKIN; ASK ME AGAIN, AND 
I’LL TELL YOU THE SAME: When police in Mattoon, Ill., questioned 
a man who had a warrant out for his arrest, he gave them a phony name, 
Alas, his real name was tattooed on the front of his neck.

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE: A Russian Blue housecat in Guang-
zhou, China, was let out of his enclosure, and mated with at least five 
females. The animal became so physically drained that he had to be 
placed on a glucose drip.

WHERE ARE THE PROPERTY BROTHERS WHEN YOU 
NEED THEM?: A man offered to buy an unoccupied house in Salt Lake 
City - which was valued at $365,000 - for about $90,000, and the lady 
who owns it refused to sell it to him. So he moved in anyway. Then he 
had the nerve to ask police for help in getting the water turned on. He 
complained that the city wouldn’t do it “until he could prove that he owned 
the property.”

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?: A man who parachuted illegally from 
a cellphone tower in Menomonie, Wisc., wound up dangling perilously 50 
feet above the ground when his chute became caught on a guy wire. He 
had to call the cops on himself to get them to free him.

BUT I THOUGHT WE HAD SOMETHING SPECIAL: An elderly 
man did not find it at all suspicious that a 27-year-old exotic dancer less 
than half his age - who he had met at a strip club - wanted to move in 
with him. Once ensconced in his Volusia County, Fla., home., she pro-
ceeded to withdraw $38,448.80 in cash from the man’s checking account 
and used his debit card to order another $12,951.94 worth of merchan-
dise, which she sold for cash. She’s in jail now.

HOPS HOOPLA BUSTS BEER BANDIT: A man was arrested for 
stealing cases of beer from a convenience store in Mesa, Ariz., 17 times 
over a 10-day period, some days more than once.

SHE WAS SHORT ON GAS AND BRAINS: A woman, who had 
run out of gas in Lincoln. Calif., flagged down a police officer and asked 
for a ride back to the car - which she had stolen. The cop obliged her, 
and, when they got to where it was parked, he used his computer to 
check the status of the vehicle, much to her chagrin.

beans - is one of the unavoidable 
laws of nature and a by-product 
of living in densely forested East 
Texas.

What seems especially unfair, 
though, is that most of the leaves 
that seek asylum on my property are 
from other people’s trees. It’s as if 
Mother Nature is trying to stand out 
in a crowded presidential primary 
by adopting a radical scheme of 
reverse leaf-litter socialism. I’ve 
seriously considered building a great 
wall - and having the neighbors 
pay for it. I’m also currently trying 
to decide whether it would be rude 
to ask them to retrieve their own 
fugitive leaves from my yard. After 
all, I occasionally clean up after my 
daughters’ scruffy doglets when they 
attempt to sabotage the lawns and 
sneakers of the folks next door with 

their homemade puppy truffles.
Speaking of dogs, when my three 

girls were younger, we owned two 
loveable and chronically smelly 
Chinese pugs who spent a good 
deal of time transforming our yard 
into a Lincoln-Log minefield. One 
fine autumn day, I decided to gather 
up a pile of leaves for the girls to 
jump in - since one of the greatest 
delights of children is to wallow in 
a mound of filthy yard rakings and 
emerge with a pantload of pine 
straw. Although I thought I had been 
diligent in picking up after the pugs, 
my middle daughter soon found 
the needle in the haystack – or in 
this case, the doodie in the leaf pile 
– and was wearing it like a thera-
peutic body mask. Luckily, the smell 
went away after a couple of weeks.

Probably the most exasperating 
leaf crisis I experience each year 

results from our rain gutters emit-
ting tractor beams that exclusively 
attract dead foliage - and the 
occasional lizard corpse. Sure, I 
could pay to have those fancy gutter 
guards installed for around the price 
of a double hip replacement, but 
that would rob me of the pleasure of 
balancing myself on a rickety ladder 
in gale force winds while I reach into 
the downspouts to drag out what 
looks like the aftermath of an alien 
C-section.

And that’s to say nothing of the 
full-blown toga party of unbridled 
leafage hosted by our swimming 
pool when the cold weather of the 
holiday season arrives. On any 
given night, I can often be found 
freezing my sugarplums off in the 
back tundra as I scoop a metric ton 
of soggy and heavily chlorinated 
flora from the arctic waters of the 

old prune tank.
On a positive note, falling leaves 

do announce the arrival of some of 
the most special times of the year, 
when families gather around warm 
fireplaces, enjoy uplifting fellowship 
and engage in protracted overeat-
ing. Which reminds me – if I ever 

get all these leaves picked up, I can 
make it to Walmart before they run 
out of chili.

Copyright 2019 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East 
Texas. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.

Fall’s bounty of colors are making a big mess of my yard
(Continued from Page 1)

Use Seal N Heal® to close 
wounds with a bitter taste to 
allow healing on dogs and 
cats. At all Tractor Supply 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

The Alvin Community College 
Board of Regents voted to adjust 
student tuition and fees during their 
recent meeting.

Under the changes, tuition per 
credit hour will increase from $46 to 
$47 for students who live in-district 
and from $92 to $94 for those who 
live outside the district. Even with 

the increase, the college remains 
the third-lowest rate for six Gulf 
Coast community colleges.

The increase will take effect in 
Fall of 2020 and is the first increase 
since 2017.

There were also decreases 
and increases in certain fees that 
applied to specific programs.

ACC board approves tuition increase UDC chapter meeting includes program on Fort Morgan
Recently, the United Daughters 

of the Confederacy met at the SFA 
Statue in Angleton. The program 
was presented by our member 
Renee Hatthorn Haley of Danbury. 
Through her travels in Alabama, 
she visited Fort Morgan, which has 
been maintained by the Alabama 
Historical Commission.

Fort Morgan is a historic masonry 
pentagonal bastion fort at the  
mouth of Mobile Bay, Alabama. 
Named for Revolutionary War hero 
Daniel Morgan, it was built on the 
site of the earlier Fort Bowyer, an 
earthen and stockade type fortifica-
tion involved in the final land battles 
of the War of 1812. Construction 

was completed in 1834, and it 
received its first garrison in March 
of the same year.

Fort Morgan is at the tip of Mobile 
Point at the western terminus of  
State Route 180 in Alabama. It 

and Dauphin Island, on which Fort 
Gaines is situated, enclose Mobile 
Bay.

Pictured left to right are:  Shirley  
Walcik, President of UDC, and 
Renee Hatthorn Haley of Danbury.

Wishing everyone 
a great Christmas 

Season



Page 6  THE BULLETIN   December 3, 2019     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   December 3, 2019    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

We were poor in the old country, 
but as a child I didn’t think much 
of it. That’s all I knew.  Everybody 
around us was poor. St. Nicholas 
didn’t single us out. When we didn’t 
get an orange, nobody around us 
got one.

“I saw him,” I yelled out excitedly 
and pointed towards something 
outside. I was staring at an empty, 
quiet, dark street. 

I made it up. I didn’t really see 
anything, save for a few people 
passing under the street lights as 

they made their way home.
My cousins knew that. They were 

older than me. They had never seen 
St. Nicholas, either. I don’t know if 
they still believed that he put the 
presents in our shoes overnight. If 
not, they played along, maybe for 
my sake, or maybe to keep get-
ting the candy or maybe even an 
orange.

St. Nicholas Day had its dark 
side also. Kids who were bad may 
have gotten a visit from Krampus 
that night, who swatted “wicked” 
children, stuffed them in a sack and 

took them away to his lair. This thing 
was depicted as half demon and 
half goat. If that didn’t scare children 
into behaving all year, nothing did.

Underneath all that excitement 
about getting gifts from St. Nicholas 
lay just a little anxiety of what the 
morning would bring. There was a 
slight chance that instead of being 
rewarded, I’d be waking up in 
Krampus hell, where I didn’t know 
anyone. I wondered what bad kids 
did there, how long they stayed and 
how they got back home, if that was 
even possible.

The night of Dec. 5 was a 
dual-edged sword, all or nothing. 
Eventually I figured out that kids 
who behaved much worse than me 
were showing up at school the next 
day, so I figured I was pretty safe. 

We polished our shoes, put them 
on the windowsill and went to bed, 
hoping to make it through the night 
without being swatted or bagged 
up and relocated. The next morn-
ing I opened my eyes and looked 
around the small room. I was still 
at home. That was a  good start. It 
wasn’t much, but better than being 
at Krampus headquarters.

The next stop was the shoe, filled 
with candy and one fairly good-sized 

orange. I had to be very good to get 
that. St. Nicholas came through, I 
thought, even though my grades 
weren’t all that great. 

I left the orange untouched. It was 
going to be eaten that night.

We sat around the big table in the 
room that evening, two of my cous-
ins and I. We peeled the orange and 
divided it among us. The parents did 
not take any slices. Then we put the 
orange peel on top of the coal-burn-
ing stove and inhaled the aroma; 
nothing was wasted.

We were grateful for those few 
orange slices and that the Krampus 
passed us up for one more year – at 
least I was.

(Continued from Page 1)

We were hoping that St. Nicholas would bring an orange

Brazoria Lions to hold gun raffle drawing, auction Dec. 12
The Brazoria Lions Club’s tradi-

tional decade-plus-old annual gun 
raffle drawing takes place on Thurs-
day, Dec. 12, with doors opening 
at 6 p.m. at the Brazoria Heritage 
Foundation Lloyd Thomas Gym, 
205 North Nevada St., in downtown 
Brazoria.

There are still a limited number 
of tickets for sale. Please look for 
Brazoria Lions selling them in the 
community – at Stewart’s in Brazo-
ria, McCoy’s in Brazoria, Brazoria 
T-Shirt Shop and A.W. Davis Tire 
and Auto, among other places. 

If there are any tickets left for 
sale, The Brazoria Lions will have 
a booth at the Sugarplum Market in 

the American Legion Hall in Brazo-
ria, Dec. 7 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Raffle tickets are $20 each or 6 
for $100 and can be bought from 
any Brazoria Lions Club member. 
Only 5,000 tickets will be sold.

Again, this year, the event will 
offer four large prizes in addition 
to the traditional long guns - 96 
hunting rifles (no shotguns this 
year), a Toro Time Cutter Zero Turn 
Mower, a 360 Z Zero Turn Mower, 
a STX Series Lawn Tractor and a 
Polaris Sportsman 450 4x4. Though 
winners need not be present to win, 
ticket holders are entitled to a bar-
beque sandwich, chips and a drink 
catered by Kenjo’s at the event for 

no additional charge. No take-out 
plates are available.

The meal and social hour is from 
6 to 7 p.m., immediately followed 
by the drawing. There will also be 
a live auction for a limited number 
of items and additional drawings at 
the event. Guns will be available for 
pick up starting about 10 p.m. that 
night.

The 100 prizes of the gun raffle 
are listed on the raffle ticket, and all 
prizes must be claimed within 30 
days of the drawing. Winners will 
have choices of calibers on model 
drawn on hand – first come, first 
choice. All gun winners must pass a 
NICS background check.

This is the major fundraising 
effort for the Brazoria Lions Club. 
Proceeds benefit Brazoria Lions 
Club projects dispensing monies 
to the West of the Brazos commu-
nity, such as the Brazoria Heritage 
Foundation, The Brazoria Commu-
nity Library, the needy elderly, the 
Little League, Boy Scouts, sending 
handicapped children to the Lions 
camp in Kerrville, gift cards for Hur-
ricane Harvey victims, Celebrate 
America and many more initiatives 
as necessary.

For more information and ticket 
availability, call (979) 798-4444.

Apple cider time

The Asa Underwood Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution recently held an election of 
officers for 2020-21. Pictured left to right:  Ann Phillips, Parliamentarian; Judy Johnson, Historian; Shirley 
Walcik, Registrar; Bartlett Ramsey, Vice Regent; Laura Otto, Regent; and Lana Newsom, Chaplain. Not 
pictured is Alice Royalty, Secretary, and Lynne Robbins, Treasurer.

Asa Underwood DAR chapter elects new officers for 2020-21
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Holiday market, Candlelight Christmas planned at Varner-Hogg
West Columbia – Two great 

family-friendly events will take place 
at one historic location on Saturday, 
Dec. 14. 

The Varner-Hogg plantation will 
be the site for this year’s Procras-
tinator Santa Market from 1-6 p.m. 
Admission is free. The market will 
feature approximately 40 unique 
craft vendors, holiday vendors, 
baked goods, Farmers’ Market 
vendors, and beverage vendors.

The beautiful Victorian-style 

holiday Candlelight Christmas event 
will be from 6-9 p.m. The planta-
tion house, old barn and grounds 
will be decorated in the style of the 
mid-1800’s. 

The house will feature four 
differently decorated Christmas 
trees, historic toys, and a display 
of holiday dining as it would have 
been over 100 years ago. Docents 
in period dress will tell the story 
of each room as visitors tour the 
house. 

Special activities will take place in 
the holiday inspired barn, including 
a meeting with a Victorian-dressed 
Santa, who will be available for 
photos with children and families. 
Complimentary wassail and cookies 
will be served in the barn. Admis-
sion to Candlelight Christmas will 
be $3, and children 5 and under get 
in free. Visitors will be helping to 
promote and preserve Texas history 

while enjoying a good time. 
Varner-Hogg Plantation is a State 

Historic Site, which was founded in 
1824 by one of Texas’ first coloniz-
ers, Martin Varner. The 4,428-acre 
site was once part of a Mexican 
land grant to Stephen F. Austin. 

In 1834, Mr. Varner sold the 
property to Columbus Patton of 
Kentucky, who operated a success-
ful sugar mill and cotton planta-
tion for approximately 20 years. 
Many of the original buildings were 

destroyed or severely damaged 
in the storm of 1900, including the 
sugar mill. 

The property was later purchased 
by former Texas Governor James 
Stephen Hogg as a vacation resi-
dence for his family. After Governor 
Hogg’s death in 1906, oil was 
discovered on the property. Ima 
Hogg, the governor’s only daughter, 
became an important philanthropist 
in Texas and was one of the found-
ers of the Houston Symphony. 

Gone West, featuring Colbie Caillat, 
to perform at The Clarion Dec. 13

With 22 singles, two Grammy 
Awards and more than six million 
albums sold worldwide, Colbie 
Caillat is a recognizable name in 
the world of pop music. Now she’s 
becoming a familiar face with fans 
of country music.

With her new band, Gone West, 
Caillat has partnered with three 
longtime collaborators to bring a 
fresh, new sound to country music.

Caillet and Gone West will show 
off their talents when they perform 
at The Clarion at Brazosport Col-
lege on Friday, Dec. 13. 

Performing alongside Calliet 
— who is also known for pop hits, 

“Bubbly,” “Brighter Than the Sun,” 
“Realize,” “Fallin’ For You” and 
“Try, among others” — in Gone 
West are singer-songwriter Jason 
Reeves, ACM and CMT nominee 
Nelly Joy, and her fiancé, Hawaiian 
music award winner Justin Kawika 
Young.

Tickets for the show are $65 for 
adults, $60 for seniors and Brazo-
sport College employees, and $20 
for students and children. 

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact The Clarion 
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or 
online at www.brazosport.edu/
clarion.

Retailers use tricks of the trade to boost holiday sales
• Way back in 1880, F.W. 

Woolworth brought hand-blown 
glass ornaments to the U.S. from 
Germany, and they were a smash! 
Everything he had for sale sold out 
in just two days. 

Ten years later, over 200,000 
ornaments were imported, all hand 
made by individual families.

• Have you ever stopped to 
listen to the holiday music playing 

in stores? You may want to pay 
attention next time.

Retailers have methods to 
encourage consumers to buy 
more, including changing up their 
music selections. The slower the 
songs, the slower you shop, and 
consequently, the more you’re 
likely to spend.

• One tactic retailers use is 
offering gifts with your purchase. 

You know those deals where you 
have to spend a certain amount to 
get the free gift? Or how about a 
sign that promotes 50% off? 

Even if shoppers don’t know the 
original price, getting something 
for half price sounds pretty good.

• The wrapping paper industry 
generates around $2.6 billion each 
year, even though we just rip it all 
apart and throw it in the garbage.
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I’d pass on the dessert for another 
scoop of the dressing, which is 
made with cornbread, sausage, 
celery, onions and pecans – and, 
I’m not the only one. While waiting 
in line for the meal, you often hear 
requests for  “just a little more 
dressing, please”. 

Jerry and Jane Eppner have 
lovingly recreated this heavenly 
creation from scratch They have 
had to increase their recipe to serve 
240 people. Jerry and Jane came 
up with this outstanding dressing by 
wanting to make something a little 
different for their family for Thanks-
giving. They found a Corn Bread, 
Pecan and Oyster Stuffing recipe 
on Page 52 of the December 1982 
Cuisine magazine. Since then, 
they have deleted the oysters and 
added enough changes to make the 
recipe their own. The recipe also 
morphed into a dressing – cooked 
and served outside a turkey. One 
batch of the dressing recipe makes 
about 8 cups. 

“For the Migration Celebration 
dinner, we make the dressing in 
double batches at a time because 
we don’t have a bowl big enough to 
make more than that at one time,” 
explained Jane. They make 10 
double batches for the Migration 
Celebration.

“We work together as a team 
when we make the dressing,” 
Jerry continued. “While I am busy 
crumbling the corn bread, Jane is 
sautéing the sausage and veggies. 
It makes it fun to work together. We 
start out Wednesday making the 
cornbread. Thursday, we chop the 

vegetables, and Friday (the day of 
the dinner), we put it all together.”

They put the batches of dressing 
in aluminum pans for transport to 
River Place, where they are heated 
up on the pit for a hint of a smoky 
flavor. At home, they usually use a 
350-degree oven.

I was so impressed by the 
wonderful dressing that I begged 
the Eppners to share their recipe 
with me.  They did and for years 

now, there has not been a crumb 
left of the 8-cup recipe. My Mom’s 
recipe for Corn bread sage dressing 
had always been a hit in my family 
– but this recipe trounced it. When I 
thanked them for the recipe, I asked 
if I could share it with others, and 
that has led us all to Dressing for 
the Holidays. Enjoy!

(Jan wants to hear from you. 
Write her in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.) 

Dressing for the holidays: A recipe that your Santa will love 
(Continued from Page 1)

 Jerry and Jane Eppner’s Migration 
Celebration Corn Bread and Pecan 

Dressing
Makes about 8 cups
Corn Bread (recipe follows)
1⁄2 pound bulk pork sausage meat 

(I use Jimmy Dean’s Sage recipe and 
use the whole package)

1 cup coarsely broken, toasted 
pecans

3⁄4 cup unsalted butter
1 cup coarsely chopped onion
1 cup chopped celery
1⁄2 cup chopped fresh parsley
Low sodium chicken stock - about a 

quarter of a can more or less to taste
Salt and ground pepper to taste
Make corn bread.
 Heat oven to 350 degrees F.
Crumble sausage into heavy skillet; 

sauté over medium heat, stirring with 
wooden spoon to break up meat, until 
lightly browned and cooked through 
– about 15 minutes; drain and discard 
drippings. Reserve sausage meat.

Spread pecans in single layer on 
large baking sheet. Toast in oven, 
shaking pan occasionally, until lightly 
browned – about 10 minutes. Remove 
from oven; reserve at room tempera-
ture.

Melt 1⁄2 cup of the butter in large, 
heavy skillet over medium heat. When 
foam subsides, add onion and celery; 
reduce heat to medium-low. 

Sauté vegetables, stirring frequently, 
until tender, about 15 minutes. Don’t 
overcook the celery and onion. You 
don’t want it too soft or too crunchy. 
Remove from heat; stir in sausage, 
pecans and parsley.

Melt remaining 1⁄4 cup butter in 
small saucepan over medium heat 
(optional – for added richness), cool 
slightly. Crumble corn bread into large 
mixing bowl. You should have about 
6 cups. Add ingredients from skillet; 
toss to combine. Add small amounts 
of chicken broth and the melted butter 
until stuffing feels slightly moist, neither 
too dry nor too wet. Season with salt 
and pepper to taste. Heat the dressing 
in a pan covered with foil at about 350 
degrees F. until warmed throughout.

Corn Bread
Makes one 8-inch square corn 

bread (8 – 10 servings as bread; 6 
cups for stuffing)

1 cup yellow cornmeal
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 tablespoon sugar
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
1 cup milk
1 egg at room temperature
1⁄4 cup unsalted butter, melted
Heat oven to 425 degrees F. Butter 

8-inch baking pan, dust with flour, tap-
ping out excess.

Sift cornmeal, 1 cup flour, baking 
powder, sugar and salt together into 
large bowl. In separate bowl, whisk 
together milk, egg, and melted butter. 
Add to cornmeal mixture all at once; 
stir just until dry ingredients are thor-
oughly moistened with milk mixture. 
Scrape into prepared baking pan; 
smooth with spatula.

Bake until edges are lightly browned 
and pull away from sides of pan 
– about 25 minutes. Remove from pan; 
cool thoroughly on rack before using. 

among friends at a Thanksgiving 
luncheon thrown by the Brazoria 
County Center for Independent 
Living, and they were thankful for 
the services the organization has 
provided since 1998.

The BCCIL is a non-profit 
organization helping to empower 
people with disabilities to live more 
independent lives. The center’s 
mission is to promote participa-
tion of persons with disabilities in 
every aspect of community life. The 
center believes that people with 
disabilities have the right to make 
choices affecting their lives, a right 
to take risks, a right to fail, and a 
right to succeed. 

The center provides informa-
tion and referrals on such matters 
as housing and transportation, 
advocates for rights for the disabled 
and offers training in independent 
living skills. 

The center’s Thanksgiving feast 
started 19 years ago in a cramped 
office, but now needs the K C Hall 
in Angleton to handle the crowd 
that shows up for a good meal with 
good neighbors.

Although BCCIL receives federal 
funding, none of that money was 
spent on the Thanksgiving banquet. 
Current and former beneficiaries of 
the center, their families, volunteers 
and BCCIL staff do everything, from 
cooking the meals to cleaning up 
afterwards. The use of the hall was 
donated.

Among the approximately 100 
persons who made reservations 
for the luncheon was Gilbert Paul. 
The 65-year-old suffered a brain 
aneurysm in 1988 that left him in a 
wheelchair. He had to move in with 
an uncle.

Paul discovered BCCIL in 1999 
when he needed help for his 

mother, who had suffered a stroke. 
With help from BCCIL, he now 

lives by himself in his own house 
and drives himself several times a 
week to the BCCIL office, where he 
is able to socialize and get support 
from peers.

He also has become an advocate 
and has met with Sen.Ted Cruz and 
Congressman Randy Weber on 
issues of concern to the disabled. 

For Gilbert, “joy” is now driving 
disabled veterans from Brazoria 
County to the VA hospital in down-
town Houston.

Donna Elliott is thankful that 
BCCIL was able to find her a place 
to live 9 years ago. She now drives 
for Connect Transit and helps 
provide transportation for those at 
BCCIL.

Elaine Sortino uses a walker as 
a result of her battle with diabetes.  
She’s fearful she will need a wheel-
chair soon.  

She is grateful that she can go 
to the BCCIL facility several times 
a week and play games with her 
friends. Bingo is her favorite. 

Linda Davis helps out at the 
BCCIL center doing whatever 
needs to be done “I like to help out, 
and I enjoy the people so much,” 
she says.  On this day, she was in 
the kitchen.

As they ate their Thanksgiving 
meal, danced, listened to music, 
awarded prizes and socialized, it 
became clear to this disabled col-
umnist that Gilbert Paul knew what 
he was talking about.

“Life doesn’t have to end when 
you get a disability,” he said.  

Thankfully.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

People with disabilities share stories 
at BCCIL Thanksgiving luncheon

(Continued from Page 1)

Port Freeport scores ‘A’ rating for bonds to be issued Dec. 4
As evidence of its solid financial 

performance and overall stabil-
ity, Port Freeport has earned an 
“A” rating and stable outlook by 
Standard & Poor’s Global Ratings 
for the port’s revenue bonds. 

The rating was presented in 
relation to Port Freeport’s upcoming 
offering of $43,160,420 in revenue 
bonds.

“Maintaining a high bond rating is 
confirmation of the Port’s continued 
focus on strong financial manage-

ment practices, supportive of long-
term planning for the port’s capital 
projects,” said Port Freeport Chief 
Financial Officer, Rob Lowe. 

S&P’s analysts cited that the 
rating is supported by the port’s 
financial performance, manageable 
debt burden, and strong manage-
ment and governance. The port 
plans to issue the bonds on Dec. 
4. The proceeds from the revenue 
bonds will be used to fund vari-
ous capital projects, including the 

recently approved expansion of the 
Velasco Container Terminal.

“A high bond rating is an impor-
tant aspect of the strategic capital 
investments that support the con-
tinued growth and expansion of the 
Port, resulting in job creation and 
economic prosperity for the entire 
region,” said Chairman Shane 
Pirtle. “Consistency in the port’s 
financial performance and bond 
rating favorably positions the Port to 
achieve a lower cost of borrowing.”

County museum plans ‘For Goodness Cakes’ holiday program
Join the Brazoria County Histori-

cal Museum on Thursday, Dec. 19, 
from 6-8 p.m., for an evening of 
holiday baking with a local baker 
from For Goodness Cakes.

Parents, grandparents and 
children are invited to enjoy an 
evening creating four step-by-step 
nutcracker-theme cookies while 
enjoying a hot cocoa bar. 

The Holiday Cookie Class is per-

fect for quality family time, embrac-
ing creativity, and creating a special 
memory together.

This event is ideal for ages 6 
and up. All materials are provided, 
including cookie supplies, hot cocoa 
bar and a box to take your creations 
home to share.

 As a special treat, illustrator 
Wade Dillon will host a reading of 
his book, “The Texas Nutcracker.”

Pre-registration is required, so 
sign up today and come ready to 
create. Tickets for Museum mem-
bers are $20, and for non-mem-
bers, $30 per person. 

To reserve your seat, please 
contact the Museum at (979) 
864-1208 or email programs 
manager Jennifer Caulkins at 
programs@bchm.org. Space is 
limited.

Tickets are $22 for adults and 
$16 for students. This play might 
be nice for a date night since it 
contains mild adult humor and is 
called “The Southern-fried Yuletide 
Comedy.” It is directed by Becky 
Gore-LaRoche with Mason Rod 
serving as assistant director.

The City of Angleton’s 
Heart of Christmas will be 
held around the Brazoria County 
Courthouse grounds in downtown 
Angleton on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 
6 to 9 p.m., and it is free. Children 
will be excited to learn that Elsa and 
Olaf from Frozen and Frozen 2 will 
be joining Santa at this event, so 

bring your phones/cameras! It will 
kick off with a lighted parade shortly 
after dark, some children’s rides,  
and refreshments.There also will be 
a barbecue cookoff taking place. 

The Sugarplum Market will 
be held at the American Legion Hall 
in Brazoria at 203 E. St. Bernard, 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Admission is free, and there 
will be vendors and a silent auction, 
Santa, elves and a Sugarplum 
Market Fairy. A chicken spaghetti 
lunch will be served for $10 each.

Light up the First Capitol 
will be Saturday, Dec. 7, in West 
Columbia from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and will be held at First Capitol Park 
at 508 E. Bernard. This free event 
is sponsored by the West Columbia 
Chamber of Commerce. There will 
be craft and food vendors, enter-
tainment, Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
games, caroling and more. There 
will be a lighted parade downtown 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Cookies with Santa will be 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Gulf Coast Auto Park in 
Angleton. Children can decorate 
cookies, eat hotdogs and visit 
with Santa, as well as have their 

pictures taken with him.
Brazosport Museum of 

Natural Science at 400 Col-
lege Blvd. in Clute will be having 
Supper with Santasaurus 4-5 
p.m. on Dec 7. Santasaurus will 
be bringing Dino gifts and having 
supper at the museum, which is 
located in The Center. Please join 
him for Dinodogs and Brontosaurus 
chips! Tickets may be purchased 
in the museum or from Paypal at 
bmns@bcfas.org. Cost is $7 per 
Child of BMNS member; $3 Adult 
BMNS Member; or $10 per Child 
(non-member); $5 – Adult (non-
member). An adult must accom-
pany children for the entire event.

Alvin Parks & Recreation is 
sponsoring Home for the Holidays 
Christmas Festival in Alvin on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at National Oak 
Park. There will be kids’ activities, 
a market, a snow hill, the world’s 
tallest snowman and a holiday light 
parade. The parade starts at 6 p.m. 
and starts at West Sealy & Gordon 
Streets and proceeds down West 
Sealy, then South Johnson and 
turns onto West Adoue.

The night before, Friday, Dec. 6, 
there will be a kids’ activity at 6 p.m. 
at Wellborne Cinema, followed 
by a showing at 7:15 p.m. of “The 
Santa Clause” movie. All Home for 

the Holidays entertainment is free.
On Sunday, Dec. 8, the Brazos-

port Chamber will host its Holiday 
Tour of Homes from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 to tour four deco-
rated homes. Tickets are available 
for purchase at the chamber.

Freeport Museum has 
planned a “Christmas Story Market 
Day” on Sunday, Dec. 8, from 1 to 
8 p.m. at Freeport Memorial Park, 
located downtown at 311 E. Park 
Ave. There will be snow hills and 
craft and food vendors. Carriage 
rides will be available 4 to 8 p.m., 
and the family movie “Christmas 
Story” will be shown in the park at 
dusk. Admission is free.

Christmas with the Fishes 
at Sea Center Texas will be  
Dec. 7, 1-3 p.m. “Sandy Claws” will 
be diving with fishes to find out their 
Christmas wishes  in preparation for 
Santa’s visit. Children can drop off 
their letters to Santa, and “Sandy 
Claws” will be sure they’re delivered 
to the North Pole. This event is free.

 The Brazoria County 
Historical Museum has an 
ongoing activity inviting children 
to write or drop off letters to Santa 
at the museum during museum 
hours through Dec. 16, and Santa 
will respond! It is located at 100 E. 
Cedar St. in downtown Angleton.

Get into the holiday spirit at these community events
(Continued from Page 1)
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SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

because his son had rebelled 
although he had been given every-
thing. The father lamented as he 
repeated the dialogue.

His son said to him, “Dad, I 
hate you, and I want you to know 
why. I grew up never learning the 
responsibility of having to work for 
a living, of having to pay bills, or 
learning how to get through life. I 
never worked as a boy. 

“You gave me everything on a 
silver platter. I suppose I should 
thank you for making it easy, but 
as an adult, you’ve made my life 
unbearable. I never learned how 
to make my own way like you did 
when you were young. 

“I will always remember you 
talking about the Depression, the 
war and the struggles your parents 
had to make ends meet. Why 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Use scripture to teach children about life, train them for the future
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: The baby boomer gen-
eration had it a lot easier than 
my parents’ and grandparents’ 
generations, but at least we 
were taught a work ethic. We 
had to earn an allowance - not 
just be given handouts. I cut my 
neighbors’ lawns to earn a few 
dollars and took pop bottles back 
for a few cents each. It gave me 
a sense of accomplishment and 
taught me the value of a dollar. 
Why do those from Generation 
X and millennials think they are 
owed what they don’t earn? 
- B.G.

A: Every generation must be 
taught right and wrong. It cannot 
be left up to society. This is why 
the home is so important. 

Many years ago a film star 
from Hollywood was despondent 

didn’t you care enough to teach 
me what you learned?”

It is a sad commentary, but 
one that is repeated over and 
over. It intensifies with each 
passing generation.

The Bible tells us to train our 
children in the way they should 
go (Proverbs 22:6). Scripture 
is the best resource to teach 
children about life. 

Training is preparation for the 
future. Parents should arm their 
children with truth from God’s 
Word (Deuteronomy 6:5-9).

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Assuming it’s true
7 “Bloom County” penguin
11 Jams
14 After-dinner gathering
15 Go in different directions
16 Service to redo
17 Spoon
19 Flight status info
20 In addition
21 “The Fault in __ Stars”: John 

Green novel
22 Leader’s domain
24 Dish
28 Chatter boxes?
31 Light weight
32 It may precede bad news
33 Beavers, e.g.
35 “Girls” channel
38 Fork
42 Icarus, to Daedalus
43 Bar employee: Abbr.

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
LILY  IRIS  ROSE  TULIP  LILAC  PANSY  ORCHID  AZALEA

44 String quartet member
45 Prefix with arch
48 Bulldozer companion
49 Plate
53 Marx with a horn
54 Vienna’s land: Abbr.
55 The munchies, e.g.
59 Hairy TV cousin
60 Bowl
64 Flowery welcome
65 It’s retold often
66 Greet on the street
67 Roadside shelter
68 “Oh, ew”
69 Fancy, and then some

DOWN
1 New York stadium named for a 
sports great
2 __-searching
3 Tree fruit
4 Like some wells
5 One of a Chicago duo
6 Group of like voices
7 Purcell’s “Dido and Aeneas,” e.g.
8 Four score, often?
9 Address bar address
10 “Lie Down in Darkness” author
11 Request before the music starts
12 Beijing-born action hero
13 Passport mark
18 Payable
23 “I didn’t mean that” key
25 Bordeaux butcher’s offering
26 Eccentric
27 Write effusively
28 Smokehouse order
29 Coiffure style
30 ‘60s-’70s variety show host
33 Order before the music starts
34 Colony occupant
36 Agricultural bundle
37 Reminder to take out the trash?
39 Big name in WWI espionage
40 Green sci.
41 Research
46 Org. for netmen
47 Like some paper towels
48 Underscore?
49 Some like it hot
50 Like Cheerios
51 “Frida” star Salma
52 Prepare to remodel, maybe
56 Poet Dove
57 Pest in a swarm
58 Where el sol rises
61 Murderers’ Row teammate of 
Babe
62 Part of a hinged-door floor plan 
symbol
63 Fish-fowl link
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC

chassis inspection.
Missed it by that much

In the latest MLB cheating 
update, now there are reports that 
Houston players wore realistic-look-
ing electronic bandages that buzzed 
in real time to relay signs stolen 
from the opposing catcher.

Astros GM Maxwell Smart 
declined comment.

Talking the talk
— High-ranked Chargers execu-

tive, to ESPN, on the team’s ill-fated 
move north: “We were the most 
successful 7-Eleven in San Diego. 
Now we’re just another Whole 
Foods in L.A.”

— Tim Hunter of KRKO Radio, 
after BestPlaces.net’s latest Gloom-
iest Place to Live in America ratings 
listed Seattle No. 1: “Obviously, they 
surveyed a lot of Mariners fans.”

Bank shot
Porn star Teanna Trump tweeted 

on the Oklahoma City Thunder’s 
official account: “Your player needs 
to PAY ME what he owes me.”

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

But the job still requires you 
work nights and weekends
Attention, MLB rookies: You can 

cancel that offseason McDonald’s 
job application you’ve been filling 
out.

Baseball’s minimum wage 
increases to $563,500 next year.

Headlines
— At TheOnion.com: “Bengals 

assure injury-prone Tua Tagovailoa 
he can have any of Andy Dalton’s 
organs.”

— At Fark.com, on the death of 
snowboard visionary Jake Burton 
Carpenter at 65: “RIP (Rest In 
Powder).”

Paging Rod Smart
Ex-Houston pitcher Mike Fiers 

— now with the A’s — spilled the 
beans on the Astros’ alleged cheat-
ing scheme.

Good thing there’s a designated-
hitter rule, or the name plate on the 
back of Fiers’ jersey might be “He 

Hit Me.”
Little Man on Campus

A 9-year-old Belgian boy is set to 
graduate from Eindhoven’s Univer-
sity of Technology.

It would’ve been 8, but he red-
shirted his freshman year.

See No Evil Dept.
Whoever said “Justice is blind” 

obviously had the NFL’s new pass-
interference review system in mind.

Tell to it the back, judge
Seahawks linebacker Mychal 

Kendricks’ sentencing for insider 
trading has been postponed for a 
fifth time.

Well, that’s one way to lead the 
NFL in delay-of-game calls.

Black-flagged
Boy king Tutankhamun, 19, died 

more than 3,000 years ago from an 
infection that set in after he broke 
his leg in a chariot crash, claimed 
Dr. Zahi Hawass, a leading Egyp-
tian archaeologist.

Adding further insult, his chariot’s 
suspension failed the postrace 

Or as Thunder apologists tried to 
spin it, a charging foul.

Navel blockade
Pinellas (Fla.) County police 

nabbed a 5-foot-9, 380-pound man 
with meth stashed in his navel.

Or as that locale is known in 
hockey circles, the six-hole.

Quote marks
— Comedy writer Alex Kas-

eberg, after a hunter In Michigan 
mistook his brother for a deer and 
wounded him: “This could make for 
an awkward Thanksgiving: ‘Hey, 
brother, pass the venison. Oh, right, 
we don’t have venison because 
you didn’t shoot the deer, you shot 
me.’ ”

— Jim Barach of JokesByJim.
blogspot.com, after $500,000 in 

counterfeit championship rings were 
confiscated in Philadelphia: “Suspi-
cions were raised when inspectors 
saw three of them were for the 
Super Bowl champion Browns.”

— Ben Frederickson of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch: “Baseball, you 
have a Houston problem.”

Going for the old
Tom Brady’s trainer, Alex Guer-

rero, says the Patriots QB wants to 
play until he’s 46 or 47.

In Brady’s honor, the NFL plans 
to henceforth refer to any prime-
time games he plays in as “Early 
Bird Specials.”

Tweet of the Week
From @SportsPickle: “Rob the 

Builder
“Can he fix baseball?
“Rob the Builder
“No, he can’t.”
Another super comeback
Baylor blew a 28-3 lead in losing 

to Oklahoma.
As if that wasn’t bad enough 

for the Bears, the Atlanta Falcons 
immediately sued them for trade-
mark infringement.

Quote, end quote
— Janice Hough of LeftCoast
SportsBabe.com, after QB Tom 

Brady said he is “frustrated” with the 
Patriots’ offense: “Fans of 29 other 
teams: ‘Thoughts and prayers.’?”

— Baseball writer Keith Law, via 
Twitter, when asked to complete the 
sentence “Marijuana is a gateway 
drug to …”: “Analytics.”

— Syndicated columnist Norman 
Chad: “The day synchronized 
swimming incorporates replay 
challenges, I’ll know it’s all but 
over.”
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get in 
touch with friends and family who 
have drifted away. In the week 
ahead, you might be puzzled by 
someone’s unexpected change 
of heart or plans, but that doesn’t 
mean you should lose your temper.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If 
you make it plain that you play 
by the rules, other people will be 
persuaded to play fair, too. You may 
juggle several fantasies this week, 
but you are realistic enough to know 
that they will require hard work.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Those 
who hold the reins of power might 
be impressed by your enthusiasm 
and creative talents. If you are 
dissatisfied with life or restless for 
excitement, find acceptable ways to 
break out of a self-imposed rut.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Both friends and foes are likely 
to take you into their confidence. 
Friends in high places might give 
you a tip or drop a hint that lets you 
to make smart business decisions. It 
is a good week for something totally 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Focus on having a peaceful place 
to work while you pursue creative 
ideas and try to sidestep those who 
push your buttons. An unexpected 
bill or expense can become the 
subject of aggravation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Your interest in the latest trends can 
broaden your horizons. You appear 
tolerant and open-minded, and you 
may be invited to share meals or 
events with someone outside your 
regular circle.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Exhibit an aptitude for fairness. 
You can blow the whistle and make 
the call, but make sure you’re a 
nonpartisan referee. Take steps to 
ensure that your relationships are 
harmonious.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
There should be an abundance of 
opportunities to spend time with 
family. Don’t be disappointed if one 
person has a scheduling conflict, or 
another one wants to do something 
nontraditional.

different.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): An appreciation of the best the 
world offers may be your best trait. 
Your toughest problem in the week 
ahead might be how to fit an extra 
piece of pumpkin pie on your plate 
without seeming greedy.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Not everything is what it seems. You 
may be misled or misinformed in the 
upcoming week, but you can rely 
upon better judgment and decision-
making skills during the next few 
days. Make a plan and stick to it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Make a progressive pick. You prob-
ably don’t need every new gadget 
or app, but it can be eye-opening to 
experiment with something new this 
week. Try things out to see if they 
are beneficial in some way.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
When you are surrounded by peace 
and tranquility, you can be more 
creative, artistic and visionary. Feel 
free to act when your imagination is 
energized. 

  History of the World On This Day
December 3

1792 - The trial of France’s King 
Louis XVI began. He was eventually 
put to death for the 33 charges.

1828 - Andrew Jackson was 
elected president of the United 
States.

1931 - Alka Seltzer was sold for 
the first time.

December 4
1783 - Gen. George Washington 

said farewell to his officers at Fraun-
ces Tavern in New York.

1791 - Britain’s Observer news-
paper was first published.

1812 - Peter Gaillard patented the 
power mower.

1943 - Baseball Commis-
sioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis 
announced that any club was free to 
employ black players.

December 5
In part of Europe, the Krampus 

may show up and take all the bad 
kids away tonight.

1848 - U.S. President Polk 
triggered the Gold Rush of ‘49 by 
confirming the fact that gold had 
been discovered in California.

1951 - The first push button-con-

trolled garage opened in Washing-
ton, D.C. And, bad kids who played 
with it and broke it were taken away 
by the Krampus.

December 6
Kids in parts of Europe are really 

glad the Krampus didn’t show up 
the night before.

1877 - Thomas Edison demon-
strated the first gramophone, with 
a recording of himself reciting Mary 
Had a Little Lamb.

1884 - The construction of 
the Washington Monument was 
completed by Army engineers. The 
project took 34 years.

December 7
1925 - Swimmer Johnny Weiss-

muller set a world record in the 
150-yard freestyle with a time of 
1 minute, 25 and 2/5 seconds. He 
went on to play “Tarzan” in several 
movies.

1941 - Pearl Harbor, located on 
the Hawaiian island of Oahu, was 
attacked by nearly 200 Japanese 
warplanes. The attack resulted in 
the U.S. entering into World War II.

1972 - Apollo 17 was launched at 
Cape Canaveral. It was the last U.S. 

moon mission.
December 8

1863 - U.S. President Abraham 
Lincoln announced his plan for the 
Reconstruction of the South.

1952 - On the show “I Love Lucy,” 
a pregnancy was acknowledged in 
a TV show for the first time.

1989 - Communist leaders in 
Czechoslovakia offered to surrender 
their control over the government 
and accept a minority role in a coali-
tion Cabinet.

December 9
1940 - The Longines Watch Com-

pany signed for the first FM radio 
advertising contract with experimen-
tal station W2XOR in New York City.

1960 - Sperry Rand Corporation 
unveiled a new computer known as 
“Univac 1107.”

1978 - The first game of the 
Women’s Pro Basketball League 
(WBL) was played between the 
Chicago Hustle and the Milwaukee 
Does.

1993 - Astronauts aboard the 
space shuttle Endeavor completed 
repairs to the Hubble Space Tele-
scope.

Jumbles: RUGBY  HUMID  TYCOON  SCORCH
Answer: “The Star-Spangled Banner” became the national anthem in 1931, making it -- COUNTRY MUSIC

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu is subject to change.
Wednesday, Dec. 4: Beef stroganoff, navy beans, okra & tomatoes, 

peaches and cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.
Thursday, Dec. 5: BBQ sausage, squash casserole, pinto beans, 

mustard greens, potato salad, cornbread, dessert.
Friday, Dec. 6: Lasagna, corn, peas, jello salad, garlic sticks, dessert.
Monday, Dec 9: Smothered meatballs, rice, spiced apples, green 

beans, peaches & cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.
Tuesday, Dec. 10: Breaded chicken patty, gravy, cooked squash, 

cheese potatoes, jello salad, sliced bread, dessert.
Served at 11:30 a.m. For Meals on Wheels, call by 9:30 a.m. For takeout, 

call by 10:30 a.m., ready at 11 a.m.

“Jingle Bells” is a classic song sung at Christmas time, but it didn’t start 
out that way.

First published in 1857, it was written by James Lord Pierpont, to be sung 
on Thanksgiving — not Christmas. There is some question as to where it 
was written — Massachusetts and Georgia both are plausible. Medford, 
Mass., where sleigh races were popular in the 1800s, claims itself as the 
birthplace of the song. There is a plaque at 19 High Street, the site of the 
former Simpson Tavern, where Pierpont was said to have penned the ditty 
in 1850.
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