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Lots of holiday
events remain

Clute’s Christmas in the
Park at 101 Brazoswood Dr. will be
Thursday, Dec. 6, through Saturday,
Dec. 8, at Clute Municipal Park.
There will be Santa, a marshmallow roast, entertainment, decorated
trees and more, and it is all free. For
information, call (979)265-8392.
Holiday on the Brazos is
Thursday, Dec. 6, 6-8 p.m., Freeport
Municipal Park. Santa, entertainment, refreshments, vendors and
lots of free fun. For information,
(979)233-6061.
Richwood’s Christmas in
the Park will be Friday, Dec. 7,
at Richwood Municipal Park, 600
Audubon Woods Dr., from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. This free event will have
games, crafts and shopping. For
information, (979)265-2082 or see
website www.richwoodtx.gov.
Freeport’s Nutcracker
Market will be held Sunday, Dec.
9, from noon to 8 p.m. at the Freeport Historical Museum, 311 E. Park
(Continued on Page 11)
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We have come a long
way since that rented,
rickety vacuum cleaner
By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

A break from the political grind, one album at a time
By John L. Micek

Special to The Bulletin

A friend who works in campaigns
recently joked that there ought to
be a mandatory, two-week respite
from any kind of political talk immediately after Election Day.
Fighting a bad cold and
exhausted from what had turned
out to be 20 days straight of galloping around the state behind
candidates and their campaigns,
the idea of a blackout on any sort
of political talk had an undeniable
appeal.
Above my desk here at PennLive, we have a carousel of TVs
tuned to cable news, guaranteeing
(Continued on Page 4)
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Sit back,
watch the
robots work

Dec. 15

When I was very little, my mother
used to rent a vacuum cleaner, and
all the kids gathered around to see it
work. It was a special event for us.
Vacuum cleaners where we lived
were rare. We begged to use it,
but the adults would not let us. The
vacuum cleaner was only rented for
a half day, and two more families on
our floor waited to use it.
We didn’t live in the rich part of
town. Come to think of it, there was
no rich part that I knew of. I thought
with my child’s
mind that everyone lived like that
- having to rent a
vacuum cleaner
and then sharing
the cost with two
other families.
RAMBLINGS We were
fortunate that we
could rent it. Some people had to
dust and sweep, which to me at the
time seemed like an easier solution.
After that poor machine finished
vacuuming three apartments, it had
to be cleaned and returned.
When we finally were able to
afford a vacuum cleaner, a really
noisy one, I got plenty of chances to
use it, even when I didn’t want to.
“Look at this one. It’s a robot
vacuum cleaner with voice recognition and Wi-Fi,” said wife Sharon,
while browsing through the Thanks-

(Continued on Page 6)
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JA, Brazosport College hold ‘JA Inspire’ pupil career event

Junior Achievement of Brazoria
County recently collaborated with
Brazosport College, Chevron Phillips Chemical, HEB Tournament of
Champions, United Way grant, and
other local businesses to bring local
eighth-grade students an opportu-

nity to explore career endorsement
areas.
More than 480 eighth-grade
students from Columbia-Brazoria,
Damon and Sweeny ISD’s, as
well as Angleton and Brazosport
Christian Schools, participated in

SO, TELL ME, HONEY, WHO IS THIS GUY? A man who went
on Google Street View in Peru stumbled upon an image of his wife
with another dude. She was seen sitting on a bench with the guy laying
across her lap. The husband confronted her, and she admitted to being
unfaithful. The photo was shot in 2013, so she had been seeing her
paramour on the sly for about five years. Divorce ensued.
BE WITH YOU IN A MINUTE, OFFICER: A man who was
pulled over by police in Bella Vista, Ark., for a broken brake light immediately began eating the marijuana and methamphetamine that he had
in his car.
TWO WRONGS DON’T MAKE A RIGHT: A man in Napierville,
Ill., paid his court fines with credit card information which he had stolen.
WE CAN USE THESE FOR THEIR MUGSHOTS: Robbers,
who confronted a woman in New Orleans and stole her purse, later
used her cell phone to take selfies not realizing that the photos would
be automatically uploaded to her iCloud account. The cops don’t yet
know who these guys are, but they do know exactly what they look like.
I FIND YOU ATTRACTIVE, BUT ... : A man in Vero Beach,
Fla., refused several requests from a woman to have sex, so she cut
him in the face with a kitchen knife.
THERE’S SOMETHING OFF ABOUT THESE BILLS: A
woman tried to pass $4,900 in counterfeit $100 bills at the Safeway
in Des Moines, Wash. Store managers figured the bills were bogus,
because they had bright pink Chinese characters printed on them, and
they all had the same serial number.
HE WAS VOTED MOST LIKELY TO BE QUESTIONED BY
POLICE: A man threatened to blow up the Elks Lodge in Jonesboro,
Ark., when classmates would be holding their 20th high school reunion.
DID HE THINK HE WAS IN SIBERIA? HE MAY BE SOON:
A man drank a bottle of whiskey and five liters of beer, and then
smashed eight dome lamps on an escalator at the Taganskaya station
of the Moscow subway. He said that he mistaked the lights for penguins.
I WAS JUST PROVIDING A PUBLIC SERVICE: A man on
probation for violating a restraining order in Springfield, Mo., figured
out how to remove his court-ordered ankle monitor with a screwdriver
and a butter knife without breaking the circuit. He filmed himself doing
it, and then posted the video on Facebook to help others do the same.
Police soon became aware of this.
NOT EXACTLY A SMOOTH OPERATOR: A man went on a wild
destructive shoplifting spree at the Target store in Seattle, headbutting
a salesman and throwing one display down a store escalator while customers were on it. He used one display as a weapon, swinging it like a
sledgehammer and trying to break a secure case loaded with I-pad and
Apple watches. Police caught up with him after he came back to the
store twice more to steal again.
OLD HABITS DIE HARD: A man was arrested for robbing the
same bank in Anchorage, Alaska, three times.

the JA Inspire event, which provided
the chance to participate in a career
exploration event that focuses on
hands-on, in-depth career study and
a tour of the college.
The event is in response to
House Bill 5, which requires students to choose their career path by
the spring of their eighth-grade year.
Businesses need students who
are inspired by the opportunities
that await them. If students have
a chance to learn about the skills
and qualifications needed for these
opportunities, they can begin to

–HELP WANTED–
Now hiring day and
evening cashiers, cooks.
Apply in person at:
Texas Style Burgers
100 Brazos St., Brazoria
(979) 798-9101
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prepare for a successful future. For
the past six weeks, the students
have been participating in the “JA
It’s My Future” curriculum lessons
and the capstone of the unit was the
hands-on Inspire program.
The day began at 9 a.m. on Nov.
16 at Brazosport College. Guest
speakers from Business, Industry &
Manufacturing, Public Service and
STEM participated in the program.
Within these sectors were
speakers representing a range of
careers, including banking, food
and natural resources, law enforcement, culinary arts, event planning,
hotel management, virtual reality,
engineering and construction.
“This is a wonderful opportunity
for these students to hear from
practicing professionals about the
opportunities that exist,” said Kim
Effenberger, president of JA of
Brazoria County.
The event was made possible
through the support of numerous

community businesses and organizations. Chevron Phillips Chemical
was once again the Title sponsor.
Funding from a United Way grant,
HEB Tournament of Champions,
sponsored lunch again, and LULAC
helped with providing refreshments.
Speakers representing BASF,
BayStar Group, Brazoria County,
Brazoria-Galveston County Farm
Bureau, Brazosport College,
Chevron Phillips Chemical, CHI St.
Luke’s Health-Brazosport, Conrad
H. Hilton college of Hotel and Restaurant Management, Clute Police
Department, Dow Chemical, , Lake
Jackson Police Department, Pecan
Acres Veterinarian, Port Freeport,
Red Snapper Inn, Systran, Inc.,
TDECU, Texas Gulf Bank, UTMB
and Wood and Zachry committed to the one-day event. Those
interested in being part of the event
in the future, please contact Kim
Effenberger at (979) 549-0800 or
jaofbrazoria@sbcglobal.net.

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
RECORD SETTING TOY
Q. Sixty years ago, this iconic
toy was imported from Australia
to the United States by one Joan
Anderson, whose distinctive movements inspired the name. Can you
name it?
A. It’s the hula hoop, of course,
transformed by the Wham-O toy
company from a cane hoop to a ring
made of lightweight and inexpensive
plastic and trademarked under “a
name that evoked the still-exotic
Territory of Hawaii and its kinda
sexy but still family-friendly hula
dance,” says Alec Scott in “Smithsonian” magazine. After an intense
six-month marketing campaign, the
company went on to sell more that
20 million hula hoops — at $1.98
per hoop.
Though sales never again
matched these numbers, the toy reemerged in the age of social media
thanks in large part to Marawa
Majorettes, a troupe of hyper hoopers that captivated their Instagram
followers: Imagine the “pizza toss,”
where a performer rotates a hoop
around her thighs, then balances on
one leg as she moves the circle up
her torso and into the air. Also, the
troupe has performed at the Olympics and set hooping world records.

Other world records set in 2017:
most hula hoops caught and spun in
one minute — 245 (China); fastest
time to climb 60 stairs while hooping
— 23.39 seconds (USA); and size
of the largest hula hoop spun — 16
feet, 10 inches.
Marawa Ibrahim holds the record
for the most hula hoops spun simultaneously — 200.
WORDS YOU MAY HAVE
MISSED
Q. Let’s give a shout-out for the
versatility and richness of the English language. From the category “I
Didn’t Know There Was a Word for
That,” are you familiar with “arachnophobia,” “orexigenic,” “palilogy,”
“plunderbund” and “quincentenary”?
A. If you wanted a single word
for “fear of spiders,” you’d no doubt
choose “arachnophobia,” knowing
that a phobia is a fear; the Greek
“arakhne” for “spider” fills in the rest,
says Anu Garg on his A.Word.A.Day
website. “Orexis” (longing) +
“genic” (producing) combine to
give us “orexigenic,” or “stimulating
the appetite.” And “palilogy,” from
“palin” for “again,” and “logy” for
“words,” is “a repetition of words,
especially for emphasis,” as in, “Oh,
the agony, the agony of it all!”
Now “plunderbund” itself might
suggest the meaning - “a group
of political, business and financial
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interests engaged in exploiting the
public,” from the German “plundern”
(to loot) and “bund” (association).
Finally, the single word “quincentenary” means “a 500th anniversary,”
combining the English “centenary,”
(100 years) with the Latin “quinque”
(five). So now you do know.
THEY ARE TURNING
NOCTURNAL TO AVOID US
Q. With the demise of the dinosaurs, mammals left the cover of
darkness and became active during
the daytime, knowing that their fiercest foes were no longer a threat.
Why are many mammals today
reverting to the nocturnal habits of
their ancestors?
A. Humans are now “the ubiquitous terrifying force on the planet,
and we’re forcing all the other
mammals back into the night,” says
Kaitlyn Gaynor of the University of
California, Berkeley, as reported by
Michael Le Page in “New Scientist”
magazine. When Gaynor and her
colleagues reviewed 76 studies of
62 mammals all over the world, they
found “almost all are shifting to the
night to avoid us.” For instance, in
areas with few people, the sun bear
from Southeast Asia is active at
night only 19% of the time, whereas
the number climbs to 90% around a
research camp in Sumatra, Indonesia. And “on average, animals with
a 50/50 split between night and day
activity in undisturbed areas have
a 70/30 split in disturbed areas”
(“Science”).
The consequences of this shift
are still not clear: Animals forced
into nocturnal activity might struggle
more, but, on the other hand, it may
actually be good for them. Says
Gaynor, “It’s a way to share space
on an increasingly crowded planet.
We take the day, and they take the
night.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• Left-handed people tend to have
the advantage when it comes to
spatial awareness, math, and architecture; while right-handed people
tend to have better verbal skills.
• When we see someone who
looks familiar, we identify them by
their eyes before anything else.
• A piece of the sun’s core the
size of a pinhead would kill everyone within 100 miles of it.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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A break from the political grind, one album at a time
(Continued from Page 1)

that my work day is filled with fresh
outrages and lower-third crawls
trumpeting the latest in not-reallybreaking news.
A day or so after Election Day, my
cell phone started vibrating nonstop
with updates and news about leadership elections in the state House
and Senate. I started getting the
push alerts about the debate over a
Pelosi speakership; the Florida and
Georgia recounts, and the emerging contours of the Democratic Blue
Wave on Nov. 6.
There comes a point where even

the most dedicated news junkie
has to put down the remote, put the
iPhone on vibrate, and hop off the
endless campaign merry-go-round.
So I did. And for two days last
week, my world didn’t extend much
further than a Crosley combination
turntable that my wife got me for
Christmas about 10 years ago.
My vinyl collection, assembled
over 30 dedicated years or so of
collecting, takes up a huge shelving
unit in my home office. Cassettes
and CDs are packed away in huge
plastic storage tub with little or no
organization. The choices, theoreti-

My Answer by Billy Graham

No sign needed because God is always there
Q: Sometimes something good
will happen to me, or I’ll have a
vivid dream about something, and
later I’ll wonder if maybe God was
trying to speak to me. But how
can I be sure? Maybe it’s just my
imagination. - K.M.
A: We must be cautious about
saying that things like this always
come from God, or that He is
directly speaking to us through
them. The reason is because it’s
easy for us to misinterpret them or
draw the wrong conclusions from
them - unless they are clearly in
line with what God has told us in
His Word, the Bible.
However, God sometimes does
use good things to demonstrate
His love for us, or bad things to
warn us of danger. He also may
use events in our lives to remind
us of our need for Him, or call us

to repent. God sometimes does
this to humans “so that they would
seek him and perhaps reach out
for him and find him” (Acts 17:27).
Recently, for example, I received
a letter from a man who had grown
up in a Christian home. But he had
rebelled against God and lived a
wild, immoral life, and now he was
in prison. He said it was the best
thing that had ever happened to
him, because it made him face his
sin and admit his need for Christ.
Now he’s living for Christ instead
of the devil - but it took a series of
bad circumstances to bring him to
that point.
Don’t wander through life wondering if God cares for you or has
a purpose for your life. Instead,
turn to Christ and commit your
life to Him. Then you’ll know that
no matter what happens to you
- either good or bad - you belong
to Him forever.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

cally, were endless.
But for my two-day holiday from
politics, I decided to set some rules
for myself: I’d only listen to albums.
And they had to cut across genres
and generations and decades.
You don’t have to look far to find
essays waxing rhapsodic about the
‘warmth’ of vinyl, compared to the
sterile, digital bits and bytes of the
compact disc. News stories about
records being the savior of a dying
music industry (or not) are equally
abundant. And I’m eternally amused
by my friends telling me how their
kids, unironically, exclusively listen
to records (although there is a preponderance of evidence to support
the conclusion that aging GenXers
like me still remain a core constituency).
For me, though, the biggest
difference between vinyl and other

recorded media is that it’s an active
- not a passive listening, experience.
While you can stream an endless
playlist to keep you company while
you make dinner or putter around
the house, you have to get up to
turn the record over when it hits the
end of the side. That mere physical
difference keeps you more engaged
in the music. You have to listen. You
have to pay attention - even as you
pore over the liner notes (its own
reward) or get the odd piece of work
done.
The records turn into sonic
roadmaps as well. Putting on the
Dylan compilation prompted me to
remember how I’d come by it (yard
sale, maybe?). The Love Tractor
LP (picked up on a buying spree in
grad school in Chicago) reminded
me of how how much I loved the
first wave of Athens bands.
So I found myself listening to
The Method Actors, Pylon, and, of
course, R.E.M. (their debut “Chronic

Town” EP and a live bootleg of a
performance in Durham, N.C, called
“Heavenly Time,” that I’m pretty
sure I bought out of the back of a
music magazine sometime in 1984
or 1985).
Listening to Simple Minds brought
me to Big Country. The Sinatra
records, from my Dad, led me to
Basie and to Louis Prima - which
was blasting in my living room in the
same way it used to echo through
my Nonna’s house when I was a
kid. Over the course of a couple of
days, I worked my way through a
dozen or more LPs.
No cable news. No push alerts.
The campaign stuff and the
politics gossip? It was no shock
to find that it was all pretty much
right where I’d left it, effectively
unchanged from the beginning of
my self-imposed sabbatical. For a
minute, I wondered if I’d missed out
on anything crucial.
Then I put another record on.
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New flu drug hits the shelves, but what should you know?
By Marie McCulloug
Philly.com (TNS)

The first new influenza drug in
20 years was approved in October, and maker Genentech says
Xofluza began reaching pharmacies
recently.
With a single pill, Xofluza can
shorten the fevers, chills, sore
throat, and other symptoms that
make a bout of the flu so miserable.
That’s not to suggest Xofluza is
magical. It has limitations, just like
Tamiflu, the well-known antiviral
that has been around for 20 years.
Experts still urge that you get the flu
vaccine to reduce your chance of
infection.
A mutating target. Last flu
season was the worst in decades,
sickening 49 million people and
killing 79,000. The dominant virus
strain mutated and undercut the
effectiveness of the vaccine. It isn’t
yet clear how bad this season will
be, but so far, federal surveillance
shows little or no flu activity in most
states.
The window of opportunity.
Xofluza (baloxavir marboxil) works

by preventing the virus from copying
itself, while Tamiflu (oseltamivir
phosphate) and two similar drugs
keep the virus from spreading within
the body. Either way, antivirals
should be given within 48 hours of
the first symptoms to be effective.
Ebbing Lautenbach, chief of infectious diseases at the University of
Pennsylvania, said the flu usually
hits hard and suddenly — unlike,
say, a cold. “But it still requires a
patient to feel lousy and then fairly
quickly contact their provider,” he
said. “If you’re outside the 48-hour
window, there’s not much to be
gained” from an antiviral.
Suffering less. Flu symptoms
typically last from five to seven
days. In the two clinical trials that
led to approval, Xofluza provided
relief more quickly than a placebo
— by 26 hours. Xofluza and Tamiflu
were similar in shortening suffering.
As for side effects, Xofluza had no
more than a placebo, while Tamiflu
may sometimes cause nausea and
vomiting.
Simpler to use. Xofluza is a
single dose, unlike Tamiflu, which

is taken twice a day for five days.
In theory, Xofluza could reduce the
problem of drug-resistant viruses
emerging when patients don’t finish
their antiviral prescription. But studies of Xofluza have shown that the
virus may develop resistance after
just one dose.
Not for everyone. Tamiflu is
recommended for people at high
risk of flu complications, such as
pneumonia, including children and
older adults with chronic illnesses.
Xofluza, in contrast, is currently
approved for people 12 and older.
Genentech continues to study the
pill with an eye toward expanded
approval. It has already been shown
to shorten the flu in people at high
risk of complications.
Cost. Xofluza costs $150, but
Genentech offers coupons to cut
the out-of-pocket cost for insured
and uninsured patients. Tamiflu,
which is made by Roche, the parent
company of Genentech, also costs
about $150.
But generic oseltamivir is available for less than $50, according to
GoodRX.
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Brazoria Lions Club gun raffle Dec. 13

The Brazoria Lions Club’s traditional, decade-plus old annual gun
raffle drawing takes place on Thursday, Dec. 13 with doors opening at 6
p.m. at the Brazoria Heritage Foundation Lloyd Thomas Gym, 205 North
Nevada St., Downtown Brazoria.
The raffle tickets (only 4,500 tickets will be sold) are for chances on 96
hunting rifles, 2 – 42” Snapper Zero Turn Mowers, 1 – 42” Toro Zero Turn
Mower and a Polaris 570 Midsize 4x4 UTV side by side with dump bed.
Though winners need not be present to win, ticket holders are entitled to
a barbeque sandwich, chips and a drink catered by Kenjo’s at the event
for no additional charge – no take-out plates
The meal and social hour is from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. immediately followed
by the drawing. There will also be a live auction for a very limited number
of items and additional “Card” drawings at the event. Guns will be available for pick up starting about 10 p.m. that night.
The 100 prizes of the gun raffle are listed on the raffle ticket, and all
prizes must be claimed within 30 days of the drawing. Winners will have
choices of calibers, and gauges on model drawn on hand – first come,
first choice. All gun winners must pass a NICS background check.
This is the major fundraising effort for the Brazoria Lions Club.
Proceeds benefit Brazoria Lions Club projects dispensing monies to the
West of the Brazos community, such as the Brazoria Heritage Foundation, The Brazoria Community Library, the needy elderly, the Little
League, Boy Scouts, sending handicapped children to the Lions camp in
Kerrville, gift cards for Hurricane Harvey victims, plus more initiatives as
necessary. For ticket availability or information, call: (979)798-4444.

We’ve come a long way since that old, rented vacuum cleaner
(Continued from Page 1)

giving newspaper inserts. “What’s
that for?”
Son-in-law David chimed in. “So
you don’t have to get up to turn it
on,” he said.
Wonder what mother would have

This is the type of canister
vacuum cleaner my mother rented
back in the old country.

DID YOU KNOW?

• In 1901 powered vacuum cleaners using suction were invented
independently by British engineer
Hubert Cecil Booth and American
inventor David T. Kenney. Booth
also may have coined the word
“vacuum cleaner”.
• In 1907 department store janitor
James Murray Spangler (18481915) of Canton, Ohio invented
the first portable electric vacuum
cleaner, obtaining a patent for the
Electric Suction Sweeper on June
2, 1908.

thought about that?
She was a cleaning machine.
Nothing was clean enough unless
she cleaned it. She would have
gone behind the robot to make sure
it did it right.
The voice control would have
been a big help. “You missed a
spot. Go over it again,” she would
have said. We would have had to
program the robot to understand
her heavy accent.
Then the machine would obey
and make sure that it did not miss
another spot again. It would not
dare.
We have become so spoiled,
but why not? Why do something a
machine can do for you?
Mankind has suffered a lot
throughout the ages. Just think
about it. Our ancestors had to live
without clean water, sanitation, no
electricity and having to put up with
horse poop on the streets before
cars were invented.
We have paid the price. We
deserve to be able to remain on the

couch and order our vacuum cleaners into action. We have earned
that right – and to be able to relay
commands to it from anywhere
through the Internet.
I need a lawnmower like that.
And autonomous cars so that they
could get out of the lawnmower’s
way on my lot and then park themselves.
Now I have to work the mower
and move the cars around. I’d much
rather issue voice commands. It’s
coming. You can’t stop technology.
We just have to make sure that
these machines don’t turn on us.
Autonomous vacuum cleaners,
lawn mowers and cars can do a lot
of damage to humans.
We may then have to move
underground and fight them with
machines still on our side. And you
have seen in the movie how that
turns out.
I just hope that old junky vacuum
cleaner my mother used to rent is
on our side. That was one tough
machine.

www.facebook.com/brazoriacountybulletin

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 December 4, 2018 THE BULLETIN Page 7

Brazoria Presbyterian church plans ‘Angel-Mini Market’
First Presbyterian Church of
Brazoria is planning the AngelMini-Market.
“This is an important step in our
effort to bring the people of the
community together in fellowship,”
said Pastor Hans Poetschner.
“Join us for lunch and get ready
for Christmas.”
For more information, visit
fpcbrazoria.org and on Facebook

or call the office at (979)7987757.
The event is planned for 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15
in the church Fellowship Hall,
located at 210 W. Louisiana St.,
Brazoria.
There will be a soup and
sandwich lunch, and a number of
non-profit organizations and vendors selling craft items and baked

goods and more.
The lunch menu will include
three types of soup: broccoli
cheese, taco and tomato basil.
Four types of sandwich will be
featured: chicken, Hawaiian ham,
tuna, and egg. Cost for each
sandwich is $7. Each bowl of
soup is $6.
A combo order of a half sandwich and soup with chips and

drink is $8.
A special feature of the event
will be a raffle of a unique handcrafted lead crystal angel. Raffle
tickets will be free to those visi-

tors who bring one of the tri-fold
Angel Market brochures that have
been circulated throughout the
community. More raffle tickets will
be available for purchase.
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By John L. Micek

Special to The Bulletin

On Sunday afternoons in the late
1970s and early 1980s, long after 11
a.m. mass had finished, my cousin
and I would head down the street
to a little convenience store, hard
against the Berlin Turnpike, that
sold milk, bread, snacks, sundries,
and, most important of all - comic
books.
We’d let ourselves in, the bell
hanging on top of the door jingling,
the traffic still echoing in our ears
in the brisk snap of a New England
fall, and head for the spinning rack
where four-color heroes on newsprint pulled us in with gravitational
force.
Our prizes collected, we’d pay,
and head back for an afternoon of
heavy reading, passing the books
between us until the sun hung low
in the sky and our parents were
beckoning from the front door, the
cars warming in the driveway.

December 15
January 5, 19
9am - 3pm

Spending my
childhood with
Stan Lee

I’d read the Marvel titles and
pretend I liked them. In truth, it was
mostly to humor my cousin. I was a
DC kid through and through.
Then one Saturday afternoon, I
discovered a copy of a paperback
collection called “Origins of Marvel
Comics.” It was pretty much what it
sounded like: An omnibus reprint of
the origin stories of “The Fantastic
Four,” “The Hulk,” “Spider-Man,”
“Thor,” and the mysterious “Dr.
Strange.”
I finally understood the humanlevel dramas of the dysfunctional
“Fantastic Four.” The dangers of the
nuclear age, and the Cold War, then
still very real, were driven home in
the tragedy of “The Hulk.” Thor’s

pseudo-Chaucerian dialogue was
preposterous, but I loved it anyway.
The ostracization “The X-Men”
endured was a metaphor for every
repressed minority, a reminder
of how easy it is to hate and fear
someone or something you don’t
understand.
A New York kid with outsized
ambitions, Lee (born Stanley Liber)
figured his work in comics would be
a way station on the way to literary
greatness. It didn’t happen, but
something even more profound did.
Lee became an assistant at
Timely Comics in 1939, which would
later evolve into Marvel Comics.
After a decade or so of post-World
War II artistic stagnation, Lee
helped spark what’s become known
as “The Silver Age” of comics in the
early 1960s. Lee rose to become
Marvel’s editor-in-chief.
While he was a visionary, Lee
was hardly perfect - as an unsparing
2016 profile in New York Magazine

made painfully clear.
He had a nasty habit of hogging
credit for his heroes. His gift for
unrelenting self-promotion meant
that the real talent behind the books
- the great Jack “King” Kirby, Steve
Ditko (who died in June at age 90)
and the surrealistically stylish Jim
Steranko - were unjustly overshadowed and robbed of the credit they
so richly deserved.
“Stan Lee and I never collaborated on anything,” Kirby told an
interviewer in 1989, according to
that 2016 New York Magazine
profile. “It wasn’t possible for a man
like Stan Lee to come up with new
things - or old things, for that matter.
Stan Lee wasn’t a guy that read or
that told stories.”
But Lee, as the face of Marvel,
helped keep the company afloat
through fallow times. And his highstepping style drew in generations
of fans. He penned a florid monthly

column in those 1970s comics, signing off with a jaunty “Excelsior!” at
the end of each piece.
And even though he didn’t own
the rights to his creations, Lee
parted from Marvel in the early
1990s with a severance package so
immense that the child of The Great
Depression never had to worry
about money ever again.
At the end of his life, Lee battled
failing health and allegations that
he was the subject of elder abuse,
which played out in a Los Angeles
courtroom over the course of this
summer.
Even so, that didn’t keep him from
hitting the convention circuit. Lee’s
2018 schedule included Silicon
Valley Comic Con. At that convention, his health had deteriorated to
the point where he was struggling
to sign his name. He announced his
exit from the convention circuit in
August.
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Wishing you
and your family a

Merry Christmas

12 Months No Interest . Financing & Layaway Available
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CHI St. Luke’s Health Brazosport gets an ‘A’ for patient safety in Fall 2018 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center,
CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Woodlands Hospital and CHI St. Luke’s
Health Brazosport were awarded
an ‘A’ from The Leapfrog Group’s
Fall 2018 Hospital Safety Grade.
The designation recognizes these
three medical institutions’ efforts in
protecting patients from harm and
meeting the highest safety standards in the United States. Baylor
St. Luke’s also received an ‘A’ grade
in spring 2018.
The Leapfrog Group is a national
organization committed to improv-

ing health care quality and safety
for consumers and purchasers. The
Safety Grade assigns an A, B, C,
D or F grade to hospitals across
the country based on their performance in preventing medical errors,
infections and other harms among
patients in their care.
“We are honored to have received
an ‘A’ grade for patient safety at
three of our Houston area hospitals,
said Dr. Doug Lawson, CEO of
CHI Texas Division. “This award is
demonstrative of our extraordinary
commitment to compassionate,

quality healthcare and patient
safety.”
“Leapfrog’s Hospital Safety
Grades recognize hospitals like
Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center,
CHI St. Luke’s Health – The Woodlands Hospital and CHI St. Luke’s
Health Brazosport that focus on
advancing patient safety. This ranking provides an important resource
for patients, and a benchmark for
hospitals, to determine how care at
one hospital compares to others in a
region,” said Leah Binder, president
and CEO of The Leapfrog Group.
“Hospitals that earn an A Hospital
Safety Grade deserve to be recognized for their efforts in preventing
medical harm and errors.”
Developed under the guidance of
a National Expert Panel, the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade uses 28
measures of publicly available hospital safety data to assign grades
to more than 2,600 U.S. hospitals
twice per year. The Hospital Safety
Grade’s methodology is peerreviewed and fully transparent, and
the results are free to the public.

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center,
CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Woodlands Hospital and CHI St. Luke’s
Health Brazosport were among 855
hospitals across the United States
awarded an A in the Fall 2018
update of grades. To see Baylor
St. Luke’s Medical Center, CHI

St. Luke’s Health–The Woodlands
Hospital and CHI St. Luke’s Health
Brazosport’s full grade details, and
to access patient tips for staying
safe in the hospital, visit www.ho
spitalsafetygrade.org and follow
The Leapfrog Group on Twitter and
Facebook.

About The Leapfrog Group: Founded in 2000 by large employers
and other purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is a national nonprofit organization driving a movement for giant leaps forward in the quality and safety of
American health care.
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and stay warm.
This is my personal favorite part
The theme this year is Pole-toof ICE LAND. The slide has three
Pole, which is cleverly thought-out
different areas where you can slide
white tent near the rear of the
and creatively designed. Upon entry,
down, so you can race someone
Moody Gardens Hotel and parking
guests are greeted by a familiar
sliding down. It is truly something
lot and is 28,000 square feet with
Moody Gardens sight – with an
special to experience.
17,000 square feet that stays at 9
iconic pyramid carved entirely of ice,
If you don’t want to go down the
degrees in order to keep two million
as well as animals from the region
Ice Slide and are waiting on somepounds of ice frozen. Guests are
around the South Pole.
one, you can go to the Shivers Ice
provided with a heavy, blue parka.
Next is the Rocky Shore, featurBar, which is right across from the
Make sure you also dress warm and
ing many of the same species of
slide and offers frosty adult beverbring gloves and a hat, because you
penguin found in the South Atlantic
ages. You can sip on festive holiday
will want to take plenty of pictures
Exhibit in Moody Garden’s Aquarium
spirits while sitting on a stool carved
Pyramid, along with petrels, albafrom ice at a bar or table completely
tross, leopard seals, southern fur
made of ice.
seals and elephant seals.
In all, guests will take in more
permits, the Surfside Flyers Kite
A journey through an ice tunnel
than 100 towering ice sculptures,
Club will fly lit-up kites at night on
features the food chains of the
with some sculptures over 35 feet
Sat. Dec. 15 from 6 to 9 p.m.
animals native to these regions as
tall, in their breathtaking adventure
A “Procrastinator” Santa
a glide down the Glacier Ice Slide
through ICE LAND. The carvers did
Market for those looking for
awaits. The Ice Slide is 30-feet tall
a great job of portraying a theme
gifts or holiday decor will be held
and completely carved from ice.
and offering a holiday display.
Saturday, Dec. 15, at the Courtyard
by Marriott in Lake Jackson from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is free.
“The Grand Ol’ Christmas
Show” will be performed on
Thursday, Dec. 13, Friday, Dec. 14,
and Saturday, Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m.
We’re giving away two (2) passes to at least four (4) lucky readers
at the Center for Arts & Sciences
to this fantastic holiday event. Valid any day until Jan. 5. Just fill out
in Clute. It also will be offered
this entry blank and mail it to The Bulletin, P.O. Box 2426, Angleton,
Sunday, Dec. 16, at 4:30 p.m. It is
TX 77516. Winners will be selected at random. One entry per person,
a live stage production presented
please. Winners will be mailed tickets and announced in Dec. 24 issue.
as if it were an old-fashioned live
NAME___________________________________________________
radio broadcast. It features the Blue
Water Highway band and other singADDRESS_______________________________________________
ers and musicians. Tickets may be
limited and start at $20. Information
CITY_______________ ZIP_____________PHONE______________
and seating availability can be found
online at gochristmasshow.com.

Moody Gardens carves out ICE LAND holiday exhibit
By Stephanie Gizella Johnson
The Bulletin

I had the opportunity recently of
having a first look at ICE LAND:
Pole-to-Pole at Moody Gardens in
Galveston before it opens on Nov.
17. This was my second time to
go to ICE LAND, having been two
years ago, and I was taken back by
the beautiful ice sculptures.

What exactly is ICE LAND? It
is a work of art that took 45 days
and 25 professional ice carvers
to create and finish. There is two
million pounds of ice that is sculpted
by members of the internationallyacclaimed CAA Ruijung Ice Carving
Team from Harbin, China, using just
chainsaws and ice picks.
ICE LAND is housed in a large

Lots of holiday events planned around Brazoria County
(Continued from Page 1)

St., at the downtown park by the
museum. A Nutcracker movie will
be shown in the park at 6:30 p.m.
There’s also a snowhill and carriage
rides 12-8 p.m.. For more about this
free event, call (979)233-0066.
The Brazosport Chamber
of Commerce’s Holiday
Home Tour will be held 1 to 5
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9. Please call
the chamber for information about
addresses or tickets at (979)2852505 or see brazosport.org.
A Seussical Christmas is a
paid event at the Angleton Recreation Center on Friday, Dec. 7, but
please call to see if there is still
availability. Contact the Angleton
Parks & Recreation Department at
(979)849-4364, option 5. Angleton
Parks is also sponsoring an Ugly
Sweater 5K on Saturday, Dec.
15, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. with a

kids’ run at 4:15 p.m. Kids’ run is
$10, adults $20, or $25 at on-site
registration starting at 3:30 p.m.
day of race. Wear your favorite ugly
holiday sweater.
Drinking about Christmas
at the Lake Jackson Historical
Museum promotes “a taste of holiday history” and is for adults since
samples of seasonal craft alcoholic
beverages, eggnog and wassail
will be offered. It is billed as a free
fundraiser, set for Friday, Dec. 7,
from 7-9 p.m. at the museum at 249
Circle Way. It is hosted by the Lake
Jackson Historical Association. For
information, call (979)297-1570.
Island of Lights in Surfside will continue every Thursday,
Friday and Saturday night through
Dec. 30 from 6 to 11 p.m. The
public is invited to drive around
the village to see Christmas light
displays.(979)233-1531. If weather

Let us treat you to Moody Gardens

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

Try us, you’ll like us

Advertising does not have to cost an arm and a leg. Call (979) 849-5407,
and let us make you an offer that’s hard to refuse. We’ll put a package
together that will fit your budget and maximize visibility.

Don’t forget the one golden
medal
Who needs the 12 days of Christmas when you can have 12 months
of rehab?
Ski star Lindsey Vonn, 34, broke
down her injury history for Sports
Illustrated (you’ll have to hum your
own accompanying music):
— 18 screws and a plate for a
humerus spiral fracture;
— Multiple meniscal repairs,
concussions and broken fingers;
— 4 tibial plateau fractures;
— 2 ACL reconstructions;
— 1 broken ankle;
— and a medial-collateral … ligament … dislocation.
Poor decision
England’s Football Association
suspended a referee for three
weeks for resorting to rock/paper/
scissors at a Women’s Super
League match after forgetting to
bring his coin for the pregame flip.
Tossed out? No kidding.
Quiet, please
Saints coach Sean Payton admitted he smashed a fire alarm that
wouldn’t stop blaring in his team’s
locker room 20 minutes before
kickoff in Cincinnati.
But, as Payton apologists were
quick to point out, there were no
bounties involved, and he didn’t
lead with his head.
Closed-eye formation
Carolina’s Kyle Love took to
Instagram to refute allegations he
fell asleep on the bench during his
team’s 52-21 loss to the Steelers.
In his defense, he’s a D-tackle,
not a Z receiver.
Buffalo blahs
Seasonal Affective Disorder
— the “winter blues” — is real, says
Dr. Jennifer Ashton, ABC News’
chief medical correspondent.
“Tell us about it,” said Bills fans in
unison.
Talking the talk
— Hall of Fame RB Jim Brown,
when once asked why he refused
to block with the Cleveland Browns:
“Do you ask Liberace to carry his
piano?”
He’s all ears
Former heavyweight champ
Evander Holyfield’s son, Elijah, is
averaging 6.2 yards a carry for the
Georgia football team this season.
Smart kid, that Elijah — choosing

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
a sport that requires a helmet.
Not so fast, son
An 11-year-old boy in Cleveland,
miffed that his mother took his PlayStation away, commandeered her
car and led police on a high-speed
chase before crashing it.
Here’s guessing he won’t be playing Grand Theft Auto for a while.
A cut above
Cowboys RB Ezekiel Elliott got
his Afro shaved and dramatically
restyled.
In keeping with the theme, he told
the barber to run a fade pattern.
Numb and numbers
A Red Sox fan won a $100,000
Mass Cash lottery prize by playing the jersey numbers of Rafael
Devers (11), Andrew Benintendi
(16), Jackie Bradley Jr. (19), Rick
Porcello (22) and Steve Pearce
(25).
“Is there a lottery that only uses
one number?” asked an Orioles fan.
Quote marks
— Stewart Mandel of The Ath-

letic, via Twitter, on the difference
between college and pro football:
“College-football schools feel the
need to schedule games 12 years in
advance, while the NFL can relocate
one on 5 days’ notice.”
— Mike Hart of the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel, on the 1-8 Raiders
visiting the 2-7 Cardinals: “Scalpers
in Glendale, Ariz., will have to get a
second job this week.”
Why stop at 11?
This week’s “Yes, But Who’s
Counting?” Award goes to the girls
soccer ref who somehow overlooked the fact that Strongsville
played with one too many players
on the field for six minutes en route
to beating Twinsburg 1-0 in the Ohio
state high-school semifinals.
Which is more amazing?
a) That the Davidson football
team rushed for a record 789
yards against San Diego on Nov.
10?
b) Or that the Wildcats did it and
still lost, 56-52?
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ACROSS
1 Not very exciting
5 “__ the east, and Juliet ... “
9 King whose gift became a curse
14 Tiny bit
15 One pulling in pushers
16 Amtrak express
17 GLUTEN-free fare
19 1983 Woody Allen film
20 Schoolyard “I’ll show you!”

21 Scholarly
23 Like some headphones
24 Better at heeling, say
26 GLUTEN-free fare
32 “GoodFellas” fellowship
35 Breaks
36 Duffel bag filler, in a thriller
37 Sandwich guy?
39 Take care of
41 “Don’t forget ... “

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

42 Singer Nicks
44 Modernists, informally
46 Mind reader?
47 GLUTEN-free fare
50 Alma __
51 Lacking the knack
55 Supposed bringer of bad luck
59 Mimosa family tree
60 Gas used in flashtubes
61 GLUTEN-free fare
64 Chilean range
65 K thru 12
66 Radius neighbor
67 “It could happen”
68 Father of Thor
69 Padre’s brothers
DOWN
1 Summer genre
2 Atkinson of British comedy
3 More than just apologize
4 Bill for shots
5 Scoop or poop
6 With 63-Down, meditative discipline
7 Org. that takes many forms
8 Blueprint
9 Lively Polish dance
10 Like most cupcakes
11 Pastrami provider
12 Came down
13 Guru
18 Bandanna kin
22 Place for family game night
24 Arial, for one
25 Attendance record spoiler
27 Regular hourly rate
28 Genetic letters
29 Any one of the Arans
30 Big name in audio products
31 Beijing blight
32 Serious disorder
33 Swear words?
34 Fox’s title
38 Year in Nero’s reign
40 Run like heck
43 Epic
45 High on the Scoville scale
48 Multichannel
49 Making no progress
52 Bacteria in a produce recall
53 Brahms’ instrument
54 Proud cries
55 Teacher’s handout
56 __ cava
57 May race, familiarly
58 “Stay (I Missed You)” songwriter
Lisa
59 Like, with “to”
62 Out of use
63 See 6-Down
(c) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BUTTER HOTTER BATTER GOTTEN KETTLE BATTLE BITTEN MITTEN LITTLE ROTTEN RATTLE WETTER

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Slow and
steady wins the race. There’s no
need to rush as the week unfolds as
being careful and cautious will leave
little room for error. Discussing the
future with a loved one may provide
a new perspective.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Say
it like you mean it. Someone may
not agree with your opinions but will
respect the conviction with which
you state them. Treating a loved one
to a special treat this week will show
you care.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Keep
your friends close. It may be difficult
to break the ice with new acquaintances so stick with tried and true
pals who are on the same wavelength. Keep your schedule flexible
in case something comes up.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Maintain your sense of honor. Be
sure to keep promises and commitments even if others may not do
the same for you. Don’t allow minor
disagreements to spiral into something bigger.

DECEMBER 4
1783 - Gen. George Washington said farewell to his officers at
Fraunces Tavern in New York.
1918 - U.S. President Woodrow
Wilson set sail for France to attend
the Versailles Peace Conference.
Wilson became the first chief
executive to travel to Europe while
in office.
1943 - Baseball Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis
announced that any club was free
to employ black players.
DECEMBER 5
1782 - The first native U.S. president, Martin Van Buren, was born
in Kinderhook, NY.
1901 - Movie producer Walt
Disney was born in Chicago. He
created his first Mickey Mouse
cartoon at the age of 27.
1908 - At the University of Pittsburgh, numerals were first used on
football uniforms worn by college
football players.
DECEMBER 6
1774 - Austria became the first
nation to introduce a state educa-

tion system.
1865 - The 13th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution was ratified.
The amendment abolished slavery
in the U.S.
1877 - Thomas Edison demonstrated the first gramophone, with
a recording of himself reciting Mary
Had a Little Lamb.
DECEMBER 7
1787 - Delaware became the first
state to ratify the U.S. constitution,
becoming the first of the United
States.
1925 - Swimmer Johnny Weissmuller set a world record in the
150-yard freestyle with a time of
1 minute, 25 and 2/5 seconds. He
went on to play “Tarzan” in several
movies.
DECEMBER 8
1863 - U.S. President Abraham
Lincoln announced his plan for the
Reconstruction of the South.
1941 - The United States entered
World War II when it declared war
against Japan. The act came one
day after the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor. Britain and Canada

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Ambitions can be realized.
Discussing your goals and dreams
with an objective party may provide
insights into ways to make them
happen. Sharing time with a loved
one may be valuable.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Step up to the plate. Honor responsibilities and commitments and show
that you are someone who lives up
to their word. Use good judgment
when shopping; don’t spend money
foolishly.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Be careful not to telegraph your
moves. What you don’t say may be
more important than what you do.
Maintaining an aura of mystery may
make you seem more alluring to a
romantic partner.
PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20):
Straight answers may be hard
to come by. You’ll need to read
between the lines to get to the heart
of a matter as the truth may be
murky. Use your intuitions to discern
fact from fiction.

History of the World On This Day
also declared war on Japan.
1980 - Former Beatle John
Lennon was shot dead by an
unknown gunman who opened fire
outside the musician’s New York
apartment. The gunman is later
identified as Mark David Chapman.
DECEMBER 9
1793 - “The American Minerva”
was published for the first time. It
was the first daily newspaper in
New York City and was founded by
Noah Webster.
1907 - Christmas Seals went on
sale for the first time, in the Wilmington, DE., post office.
DECEMBER 10
1520 - Martin Luther publicly
burned the papal edict. The papacy
demanded that he recant or face
excommunication. Luther refused
and was formally expelled from the
church in January 1521.
1830 - Emily Dickinson was born
in Amherst, MA. Only seven of her
works were published while she
was alive.
1901 - The first Nobel prizes
were awarded.

Jumble
Jumbles: ABACK DODGE THOUGH REGRET
Answer: After trying to use a stolen credit card, the identity thief was going to be -- CHARGED

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Love
may not always make sense. Trying
to apply practical logic to a relationship may leave you scratching your
head, but if you just follow your
heart, all will be well. Listen to what
others say this week.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Find
the balance between work and play.
Business and pleasure both demand
your attention, but you can’t afford
to neglect either one. Don’t allow
outside influences to impact your
love life.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Enlighten and entertain. Keep your
audience riveted by reaching into
your bag of interesting anecdotes
and personal experiences. Rally
around those who stir up your passions in the week ahead.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Show your true colors. Offer your
unwavering support and assistance
to a friend or loved one when they
need it. When making purchases
this week, select items that hold
lasting value.

MR. MORRIS

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• People who believe their partners are a perfect match tend to stay happier for a longer amount of time, even if they’re wrong.
• Mosquito repellents don’t actually repel; they just hide you from mosquitoes.
• If the entire world’s population stood shoulder to shoulder, we would only
fill an area the size of Los Angeles.
• There’s a town called “Why” in Arizona and one called “Whynot” in North
Carolina.
• Researchers theorize that the female preference for colors like red and
pink originated thousands of years ago; when women typically hunted for
ripe berries.
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones
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