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Some really weird holiday 
traditions scare living 
daylights out of kids
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Lake Jackson 
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Eve dance
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The book of 
giving thanks

WE CAN HELP

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

We’re into seasonal décor around 
our house, you see, and once I’ve 
gotten used to summer flowers and 
soft pastel throw pillows they sud-
denly disappear and I’m surrounded 
by all manner of pumpkins and 

an abundance 
of golden and 
reddish-brown 
cushions.  Then, 
in no time at all, 
that autumn motif 
will be replaced 
by pinecones in 
a white ceramic 
bowl and, over 

the fireplace, a big photograph of 
skeletal winter trees in a field of 
snow. That’s when a hodgepodge 
of Christmas books will land on the 
coffee table.

My good friend and literary agent 
up in Connecticut gave my wife 
Karen and me our copy of “Giving 
Thanks” when it came out several 
years ago.  One of the perks of 
having that particular friend, in 
addition to his being a darned good 
agent, is that over the years he’s 
sent us titles by authors he repre-
sents.  Like the huge volumes by 
Margaret George, whose historical 
novels about Henry VIII, Cleopatra, 
and Mary Magdalene we’ve espe-
cially loved. But of all the tomes that 
good Connecticut gentleman has 
sent us, none have been thumbed 
through as often as “Giving Thanks.”

In addition to being a handsome 
addition to the coffee table, it’s a fine 

THE WORDSMITH

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

We have this weird tradition in the 
United States that one month before 
celebrating the birth of Christ, we 
get up very early in the morning and 
wage a battle inside retail outlets.

We hunt for bargains, and heaven 
help those who get in the way. 
Not all of us, but a lot of us. I lean 
towards sleeping in and doing very 

little during Black 
Friday other than 
watching some 
football games 
and lazying 
around.

The Black 
Friday frenzy 
has been so 
successful com-

mercially that a lot of countries have 
adopted it in addition to their own 
unique traditional celebrations. But I 
am glad we have not done the same 
with some of theirs, because there 
are a lot of weird holiday traditions in 
the world.

For example, on Dec. 5 in many 
parts of Europe, St. Nicholas visits 
all the children and checks whether 
their shoes are in the window. If 
they are nice and shiney, he leaves 
a present. If the kids have been 
bad, he calls in Krampus, who takes 
them away to a very bad place - the 
children, that is. I don’t know what 
happens to their shoes.

This is a tradition probably best 
left in Europe. No need to scare kids 
out of their minds. They are all bad 
to some degree over the course of 

RAMBLINGS
Another app breakthrough: They can find golf balls
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

Once again, it appears one of 
MY great ideas has been brought 
to fruition - by somebody who, 
unlike me, knows how to create an 
app. 

Was it nine years ago, maybe 
10, that I was aimlessly driving 
around a congested mall parking 
lot, thinking how cool it would be 
if somehow, I could be alerted to 
the closest empty spot? Darn you, 
companies like INRIX and Street-
line, who have developed apps 

to do just that. Enjoy your yachts, 
company executives, but remember, 
I thought of it first! 

At a restaurant, many years ago, 
my wife and I locked horns with 
some snooty sommelier who, in his 
most patronizing tone, told us our 
wine selection was “grossly inappro-
priate” for our entree choices. Why, 
we wondered, after I had dismissed 
him with an equally patronizing, 
“we’ll just have water,” couldn’t 
we be better informed about wine 
pairings, eliminating the need for 
tableside attitude? 

Today, just whip out your phone, 
ask apps like Hello Vino or Pair It! 
to choose a wine for you, and enjoy 
dinner humiliation-free. The inven-
tors of those apps are probably 
enjoying glasses of wine right now, 
overlooking their own vineyards.  

And from the moment I first hit 
a golf ball, I found myself thinking 
how enjoyable it would be if I could 
quickly locate errant shots that 
landed in waist-high rough, pine 
tree clusters and backyards owned 
by retirees dumb enough to build 
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OH, I’M PRETTY SURE I CAN MAKE IT … YEEE-HAW! 
Even though a bridge over a canal in Lehigh Acres, Fla., was only two 
blocks away, a man drove up to it, got out of his vehicle to observe the 
distance to the other side (about 20 feet), got back in and tried to jump 
over it with his car. He didn’t make it. A witness said he thought the man 
was “misbehaving, or under the influence of alcohol or drugs.”

RULE NUMBER ONE, DON’T GET CAUGHT: Before robbing 
a bank in Largo, Fla., a man Googled “how to rob a bank.” He was 
arrested a short time later.

LOOK, OFFICER, I CAN VOUCH FOR HIM: Police arrested 
a man in a stolen car immediately after he drove away from his house 
in Eagle River, Alaska. A short time later, another man who was living 
there pulled over – on a stolen motorcycle, mind you -- and asked the 
police why they had stopped his roommate. They arrested him too.

IS THIS A  WITCH THING? When police in Lilburn, Ga., came 
to the home of a 66-year-old woman to arrest her for making threats 
against a state court judge, she attacked them with a flaming broom.

WELL, CONGRATULATIONS, PINHEAD: A 46-year-old man 
who led Iowa state troopers on a 15-minute car chase, told them he 
wanted to be chased because it was on his bucket list. He was arrested.

WELL, WE’D BETTER GET OUT OF HERE, I GUESS: A man 
called in a bomb threat to a Pittsburgh restaurant in an effort to get out 
of paying his bill.   

I AM SHOCKED THAT YOU WERE EAVESDROPPING! 
Washington State Patrol officers found semi-automatic rifles in the trunk 
of the car of a convicted felon they had in custody. The reason they 
looked for the guns that he had unlawfully possessed was that they 
listened to the jailhouse phone calls he had made to his son asking him 
to retrieve the weapons to prevent him from getting into further trouble 
with the law. All jailhouse calls are recorded by authorities.

ISN’T EVERYBODY AT OUR SERVICE? A British couple, 
on vacation in the Greek island of Rhodes, were stopped when they 
walked out of a restaurant without paying. They explained that they had 
signed up for an “all-inclusive” stay at a nearby resort, and they thought 
that it meant that they could eat and drink for free anywhere on the 
island.

PLUS, ANYONE INSIDE WOULDN’T BE A SUSPECT: Police 
saw a black Hummer with a casket on its roof parked on the side of the 
Interstate in Little Rock, Ark., so they pulled behind it to ask what was 
up with that. This prompted the driver to speed off and lead the cops 
on a high-speed chase until finally being arrested for reckless driving. 
Officers don’t know why he had a casket on the roof, but assumed that 
nobody was inside of it.

Drivers: $5,000 Sign-On!
Big Miles=Big Money!!

Company, Lease, or O/O.
CDL-A, with H&T End.

866-451-4495

Editor: Also, brush and floss daily 
and see a dentist regularly.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    December 5, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. When do machines make a 
point of adopting good man-
ners, sociability and patience? 
Just ask Spritebot.

A. Robots already perform 
many traditionally human tasks, 
from vacuuming to surgery, but 
Spritebot and his kind may soon 
become Grandma’s special 
helpers. Last year, IBM and Rice 
University unveiled the Multi-Pur-
pose Eldercare Robot Assistant 
(MERA), a customized version 
of Japan’s Pepper robot--an 
ivory-colored android about the 
height of a seven-year-old that’s 
already being used as a friendly 
assistant in Japanese stores and 
homes, says Catherine Caruso in 
“Scientific American” magazine.  
MERA, as an at-home compan-
ion for the elderly, “records and 
analyzes videos of a person’s face 
and calculates vital signs such as 
heart and breathing rates…; it can 
even converse with a patient and 
answer health questions.”     

On a complementary front, 
roboticist Maja Matari and her 
team are designing socially assis-
tive robots “that tap into human 
social dynamics to help seniors 
help themselves,” from coaching 
them in physical therapy to aiding 

them in socializing with friends 
and family. Enter Spritebot, a 
one-foot-tall green owl robot that 
assists seniors in playing games 
with their children or grandchil-
dren.  “Researchers found that 
people talked to one another 
more and played games for longer 
when Spritebot was participating 
in, and moderating, their interac-
tions.”

As Matari points out, robots 
could also offer some benefits 
over their flesh-and-blood coun-
terparts: “Machines are infinitely 
patient, they have [fewer] biases 
to begin with, and they have no 
expectations.”

Q. Swimming, boating, and 
water-skiing are only a few of 
the many forms of “water fun.”  
Why not just try the ultimate fun 
of walking on water? 

A. The great Italian scientist 
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) 
once wondered whether we could 
do so “by donning elongated 
floats on our feet and using two 
poles for balance,” say Matin Dur-
rani and Liz Kalaugher in “Furry 
Logic: The Physics of Animal 
Life.”  His idea got no further than 
a few sketches.  Even the intrepid 
German mathematician and physi-
cist Theodor Kaluza, who, the 
story goes, taught himself to swim 

in his thirties by reading a book 
and succeeded at his first attempt 
in water, wouldn’t have been able 
to walk on water, no matter how 
hard he studied. The numbers 
tell the tale: To take advantage 
of water’s stretchy surface, he 
would have needed “shoes about 
a kilometer (over half a mile) in 
diameter.”

Q. At the age of 7, Olava had 
feelings of rage and discomfort 
hearing other people eating.  
Over time, other triggers 
developed until she finally 
sought medical help, only to 
be laughed at.  Was this truly a 
laughing matter?

A.  Not if you’re one of the 
small number of people suffering 
from misophonia, perhaps caused 
by altered patterns of brain activ-
ity, says Tiffany O’Callaghan in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  As 
neuroscientist V.S. Ramach-
andran remarked, “Misophonia 
seems so odd that it’s difficult to 
appreciate how disabling it can 
be.”

Though little studied thus far, 
Sukhbinder Kumar and his team 
at UK’s Newcastle University con-
ducted a series of tests on those 
with and without severe misopho-
nia and found that both groups 
had similar reactions to neutral 
and unpleasant sounds. However, 
sufferers, upon hearing trigger 
sounds, showed signs of the 
body’s fight-and-flight response, 
including increased heart rates.  
Brain scans of activated areas 
suggest that “the systems that 
normally influence what we pay 
attention to, and respond to emo-
tionally, are disrupted in people 
with misophonia.”

Until new treatments or coping 
strategies are developed, Olava 
and others like her might utilize 
earplugs or try to mask the offend-
ing sounds.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

DID YOU KNOW?
• The U.S. Federal Government 

spends less than 3 percent of its 
budget on education.

• Victorinox, the manufacturer 
of the Swiss Army Knife, lost 40 
percent of its business due to the 
9/11 attack.
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Diabetes: The latest developments, prevention tips
By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

New technology combines an 
easy way to check bloods sugars 
throughout the day (continuous 
glucose monitor) with software 
that automatically delivers the right 
amount of insulin at the right time 
through an insulin pump. Very cool.

In spite of our progress, how-
ever, we still have a lot to do … 
and learn. Here are some things to 
know:

Don’t miss the warning 
signs. An estimated 7 million 
people have diabetes and don’t 
know it … yet. Symptoms include 
frequent urination and thirst, 
extreme fatigue and hunger, blurry 
vision and cuts that are slow to 
heal. When detected early, the 
better chance we have to avoid the 
scary complications of this disease, 
says the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation.

Type 2 diabetes can often be 
prevented, if it’s caught before 
it becomes full-blown diabetes. 
That’s what the National Diabetes 
Prevention Program (NDPP) is 
all about. Check out the Prevent-

ing Diabetes class offered through 
Montage Health at “http://www.chom
p.org”www.chomp.org.

Researchers from Britain recently 
studied the diets of more than 1500 
adults and performed blood tests 
that measure the body’s risk for 
inflammation. (Type 2 diabetes is 
an inflammatory condition.) They 
found a particular pattern of eating 
— a high intake of vegetables and 
fruit with limited sugar, white bread 

and French fries — was associated 
with a lower prevalence of type 2 
diabetes. Are we surprised?

Know your carbs. Two words 
describe carbs in our food — sugar 
and starch. Natural sugars in fruit 
and milk are carbs. So are sugar-
sweetened goodies and beverages. 
And while carbohydrates provide 
clean and efficient fuel to our brains 
and muscles, too many carbs at one 
time can put pressure on our insulin 
producing cells. For example, one 
cup of cooked rice can affect blood 
sugars as much as 3 slices of bread. 

Quinn on Nutrition

Watch those serving sizes.
Say YES! to non-starchy 

vegetables. From artichokes to 
zucchini, most vegetables are high 
in dietary fiber — carbohydrates 
that don’t spike blood sugars. 
And here’s a surprise: beets and 
carrots are considered non-starchy 
vegetables, too.

Diets that are good for the heart 
are good for diabetes. That’s 
because sugary-sweet blood is 
toxic to arteries and can damage 
the heart. Besides keeping carbs 
in check, a diet low in saturated fat 
helps avoid inflammation associ-
ated with diabetes as well as heart 
disease.

Beans are good for diabetes con-
trol. Although considered starchy 
vegetables, half the carbs in beans 
are in the form of dietary fiber which 
does not convert to blood sugar.

Get the right information. Find 
evidence-based resources at 
these sites: National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive Diseases 
(niddk.nih.gov), American Diabetes 
Association (diabetes.org), Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation 
(jdrf.org).
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Replace jealousy with love
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: My sister’s husband is 
very successful, and I can’t 
help but be jealous over all the 
nice things she has and the fun 
things they’re able to do. Is it 
wrong for me to be jealous like 
this? - Mrs. J.W.

A:  Does your jealousy of your 
sister draw you closer to her, or 
does it pull you apart? Does it 
make you rejoice over the good 
things that have happened to her, 
or does it make you bitter and 
upset)?

I think you know the answer. 
Jealousy never brings anything 
good with it. At best, it may only 
make us envious; at worst, it can 
destroy our relationships and eat 
away at our souls. Part of the prob-
lem is that jealousy seldom exists 
by itself. Instead, it brings with it a 

host of other sins like anger, greed, 
covetousness, bitterness and so 
forth. 

No wonder the Bible says, 
“Anger is cruel and fury overwhelm-
ing, but who can stand before 
jealousy?” (Proverbs 27:4).

How can you deal with this? 
First, honestly confess it to God, 
and ask Him to help you overcome 
these feelings. In addition, ask 
God to help you deal with any 
deeper issues you may have, such 
as injured pride or covetousness. 
One of the Ten Commandments 
declares, “You shall not covet 
... anything that belongs to your 
neighbor” (Exodus 20:17).

The key is to see your sister 
the way God sees her. Thank God 
for her, and ask Him to help you 
love her the same way Christ does 
- freely and unconditionally and 
with grace.

Tribune Media Services 
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residences adjoining public golf 
courses. True, most golfers probably 
share my brainchild; I only know 
that if I created a golf ball locator, 
I may have never experienced 
chance encounters with poison ivy, 
beehives and snakes. 

Now it appears I’ve been beaten 
to the punch again. 

OnCore Golf, a Buffalo, New 
York-based golf ball manufacturer, 
is currently developing, and seeking 
funding for, the appropriately-named 
Genius Ball. Embedded with chipset 
technologies that remain intact 
when struck repeatedly with a golf 
club, the ball will give its owner 
countless information available, 
naturally, via a smart phone app. 

For advanced golfers, we’re talk-
ing spin rate, ball velocity and time 
and distance of carry. For hackers, 
myself included, the ball contains 
the only feature we care about:  

GPS! 
  “Up until this point the only thing 

for golfers was to spend several 
thousand dollars, hit the ball into a 
net and extrapolate the data,” said 
Robert Samuels, referring to golf 
simulators found in retail sporting 
goods stores and your rich neigh-
bor’s basement.  

Samuels, leader of the Genius 
Ball development initiative, empha-
sized golfers can choose which 
information appeals to them and 
program their apps accordingly. 
“Otherwise you’d have golfers 
walking into trees, looking at their 
phones all the time,” he said. 

But, Samuels added, it’s high time 
the technology we use to locate our 
cars and our teenagers should be 
available to find that shiny new golf 
ball we just removed from our bags. 
Currently OnCore’s crowdfunding 
campaign has raised about one third 
of its $100,000 goal, money that 

will be used to complete develop-
ment and get the ball to market. The 
company is hoping for a Father’s 
Day 2018 launch.  

Samuels admits the Genius Ball 
may generate pushback from golf 
purists who already feel existing 
high tech golf tools - such as range 
finders, and drivers with adjustable 
loft sleeves - should be tossed into 
the nearest greenside creek. 

Perhaps those same engineers 
could invent a ball that, when 
hit in water, floats to the surface 
and retreats to the bank for easy 
retrieval. 

If they do, remember, I thought of 
it first.

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 
stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-
Tech Dad.” Visit Greg on the web at 
www.gregschwem.com.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Another app breakthrough: They can find golf balls
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ads in 
The Bulletin. Shop locally this holiday season and support 

businesses who pay taxes in our community.

compendium of history, traditions, 
and recipes from the early 1600’s 
through modern times. A pretty 
amazing statistic gets trotted out on 
its first page. In a nation of restau-
rant-goers and fast-food consumers, 
nine out of ten Americans sit down 
and eat a home-cooked holiday 
feast at Thanksgiving.

The proverbial 1621 meal sup-
posedly shared by the Indians and 
the pilgrims and all its misty history 
– what did happen, what might have 
happened, what almost certainly 
didn’t happen – is dealt with fairly, 
taking nothing away from the well-
scrubbed, though mostly incorrect, 
version that found its permanent 
place in elementary school pag-
eants.

But the heart and soul of this 
book is its focus on food and family, 
and all the traditions that come with 
that rich mixture.

Up in Oakwood I grew up assum-
ing that everybody in the world 
sat down to roasted turkey and 
cornbread dressing on Thanksgiv-
ing.  Then I was served white bread 
dressing on the two consecutive 
holidays when I was in the army, 
which seemed an unpardonable sin 
at the time. It still does.

That second helping of ruined 
dressing came when I was stationed 
in Germany, and I learned a lot 
about other cultures from fellow 
homesick soldiers who, like me, 
missed their mothers’ cooking.  One 
fellow from Massachusetts told me 
the main dish at his family’s holiday 
table was oysters; a Puerto Rican 
kid from Brooklyn went on and on 
about pork tenderloin. Those guys 
had never tasted pecan pie (I had 
to correct their pronunciation of 
“pecan”), and I praised my mother’s 
as the best on earth.

More than half of “Giving Thanks” 

is given over to recipes and the 
stories behind them. In addition to 
various preparations of the holiday 
gobbler, there’s Tourtiere (French 
Canadian pork pie), roast goose, 
chicken pie, a 1623 recipe for 
Indian corn pottage, Pennsylvania 
German sauerkraut, and Norwegian 
potato bread. There’s plum pudding, 
Indiana persimmon pudding, sweet 
potato pie and pumpkin pie (potato 
being by far the best, but you prob-
ably don’t want me to get on my 
stump about that again this year).

There’s even a full page Karo 
syrup magazine ad from the 1950s 
with a recipe for “easy mix” crust 
and pecan filling. Mother would 
have liked that page.

(“Giving Thanks: Thanksgiving 
Recipes and History, from Pilgrims 
to Pumpkin Pie” by Kathleen Curtin 
and Sandra Oliver is a treasure, and 
we’ve enjoyed our copy immensely.  
I’m not sure if it’s still in print, but 
amazon.com has copies available.)

Here’s my favorite sentence from 
the book:  “It is a holiday about 
‘going home’, with all the emotional 
content those two words imply.”

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

‘Giving Thanks’ for the holiday feasts, hometown style
(Continued from Page 1)

Thursday, Dec. 7
6:30p.m.: Pure Energy
7:15 p.m.: Barbie Rhodes Dance 
Studio
8 p.m.: Across Life
Friday, Dec. 8
5 p.m.: TW Ogg Choir
5:30 p.m.: A Chance To Dance
6 p.m.: Rasco Middle School Choir
6:30 p.m.: Pure Energy Dance

7:30 p.m.: St. Jerome’s Ballet Folklorico
8 p.m.: Across Life
Saturday, Dec. 9
4 p.m.: Caitlyn Collenn Dance Academy
5 p.m.: All American Gymnastics
5:30 p.m.: Across Life
6:30 p.m.: Sweet Potato the Clown 
(pavilion)
7 p.m.: Across Life
Note:  Entertaiment subject to change.

Clute’s Christmas in the Park Dec. 7-9 schedule
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Unemployment 
rate in Texas 
falls to record 

low 3.9%
AUSTIN - The Texas economy 

added 71,500 seasonally 
adjusted nonfarm jobs in October. 
Annual employment growth for 
Texas was 2.6 percent in October, 
marking 90 consecutive months 
of annual growth. Texas’ season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate 
fell to 3.9 percent, setting a record 
for the lowest unemployment rate 
recorded in four decades.

“By adding an impressive 
71,500 jobs over the past month 
and 316,100 jobs over the year, 
Texas employers have once again 
demonstrated their unmatched 
innovation and ability to achieve 
success in our country’s premier 
place to do business,” said TWC 
Chairman Andres Alcantar. “This 
economy provides valuable 
opportunities for the highly skilled 
Texas workforce to also achieve 
success.”

Leisure and Hospitality employ-
ment rebounded by adding 
34,700 jobs in October after 
experiencing its largest monthly 
decline in September due to 
hurricane-affected business clo-
sures. Over the year, this industry 
has gained 41,000 jobs. Trade, 
Transportation, and Utilities 
employment grew by 10,300 jobs, 
and Professional and Business 
Services expanded by 6,300 jobs.

The Amarillo and Midland 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas 
(MSA) recorded the month’s 
lowest unemployment rate among 
Texas MSAs with a non-season-
ally adjusted rate of 2.4 percent. 
followed by the College Station-
Bryan MSA with a rate of 2.5 

By Samantha Masunaga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Magazine publisher and broad-
cast company Meredith Corp. said 
it will acquire Time Inc. in a deal 
valued at $2.8 billion, a further sign 
of the steep challenges facing the 
print magazine industry.

The Des Moines-based com-
pany said it agreed to pay $18.50 
a share for New York-based Time 
Inc., the publishing company that 
owns the magazines Time, Fortune 
and Sports Illustrated. Time Inc.’s 
share price was $18.45 in early 
trading Monday.

The deal — which includes 
$1.85 billion in cash and the 
assumption of debt — had been 
approved by both firms’ boards of 
directors and is expected to close 
in the first quarter in 2018.

The transaction received finan-

cial backing from the billionaire 
Koch brothers, Charles and 
David. Meredith said it secured 
$650 million from Koch Equity 
Development, the investment 
arm of Koch Industries, but the 
publisher said Koch Equity Devel-
opment would not have a seat on 
the Meredith board and “will have 
no influence on Meredith’s edito-
rial or managerial operations.”

Media experts questioned 
whether the Koch brothers would 
use Time’s storied publications to 
promote their brand of conserva-
tive politics.

Rich Battista, who has been 
Time Inc.’s president and chief 
executive for only slightly more 
than a year, will leave the pub-
lisher after helping Meredith’s 
management with the transition, 
Time Inc. said.

Koch brothers back Time Inc. buy GM banks on the company’s autonomous future
By Tom Hudson
Miami Herald (TNS)

Talk of AVs, EVs and geofenc-
ing will replace horsepower, fuel 
efficiency and cylinders in the week 
ahead for General Motors. 

What it means is cars and trucks 
without drivers.

The 110-year old company is 
embracing a zero-emission, driver-
less future. In early October, GM’s 
head of product development, Mark 
Reuss, made the bold pronounce-
ment that “General Motors believes 
in an all-electric future.” It may 
take another step into that future 
Thursday as it lays out its future for 
driverless vehicles.

Under CEO Mary Barra, General 
Motors is betting on electric vehi-
cles, especially autonomous cars, 
to fuel its future. The company has 
been dropping hints for weeks that 

it will launch its own fleet of driver-
less electric cars in the next few 
years. More specifics on any ride-
sharing type initiative could be part 
of its Thursday announcement.

Former GM Vice Chairman GM 
Bob Lutz has written in Automo-
tive News that the auto industry 
is “approaching the end of the 
automotive era.” 

He calls the cars, SUVs and 
trucks of the future “modules” and 
thinks the soon-to-be old-fash-
ioned way of driving, with a human 
behind the wheel, will be outlawed 
in the next 20 years. Autonomy 
behind the wheel is just safer, he 
argued.

All this may sound like science 
fiction now. GM has an opportunity 
to map out its action plan making 
that fantasy a reality, and how it will 
make a profit along the way.
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The Gulf Coast and Latin American Scientists Organization (GCLASO) 
recently presented a $2,000 check to the Brazosport College Foundation to 
be used toward chemical technology scholarships. The scholarship will assist 
students making consistent progress toward a degree or certificate in the 
chemical technology field. Pictured are, from left, Sherrie Garrett, Brazosport 
College Foundation Development Officer; Norman Byrne, Dow Freeport R&D 
Site Leader; David Babb, Dow Fellow and Chairman, GCLASO; Nancy Sutuj 
Salazar, scholarship recipient; Willem Degroot, Dow Fellow and Chairman, 
GCLASO; Serena Andrews, Brazosport College Vice President of College 
Advancement; and Tracee Watts, Brazosport College Foundation Develop-
ment Officer. To learn more about scholarships through Brazosport College 
and the BC Foundation, call (979) 230-3245.

Gulf Coast & Latin American Scientists 
to assist BC students with scholarship

a year. 
I actually had the opportunity of 

being on Krampus watch on a few 
Dec. 5 evenings when growing up 
in Europe, and remember going 
to bed thinking that I should have 
been better. I was  staring at the 
window looking out for a flying or 
crawling Krampus, so I could hide 
somewhere before he tried to grab 
me.

I wasn’t all that bad, but on nights 
like that the things I shouldn’t have 
done raced through my mind. My 
grades weren’t all that good, either. 
I didn’t know if Krampus took that 
into consideration or just went by 
general behavior.

Krampus never came, and there 
was always something in my shoes 
the next morning, which meant that 
St. Nicholas was pleased with me 
and called off his tough guy.

I liked it better after I found out 
that the American Santa doesn’t 
care about shiney shoes, but slides 
down the chimney on Christmas 
Eve to bring presents to all the 
good boys and girls. The bad ones 

get coal in their stockings, but don’t 
get hauled off by Krampus.

It’s a lot easier on the nerves this 
way.

In Austria, Krampus doesn’t take 
bad kids anywhere, just beats them 
with branches. So, kids who wake 
up the next morning feeling a little 
sore probably were not very good 
that year.

There is no cleaning in Norway 
on Christmas Eve. All brooms are 
safely hidden away so they won’t 
be stolen by witches and evil spirits. 
What about vacuum cleaners and 
carpet shampooers?

Proving that advertising can 
be incredibly powerful, in Japan, 
thanks to a campaign in 1974, 
many families eat KFC on Christ-
mas Eve. Good thing the campaign 
wasn’t for Spam.

Germans hide a pickle in the 
Christmas tree on Christmas eve. 
The first child to discover it in the 
morning receives a small gift. I don’t 
know if the kid also gets to keep 
the pickle. I would share it, though. 
There is just so much Christmas 
pickle a kid can eat.

In the Czech Republic, unmarried 
women stand by a door and throw a 
shoe over their shoulder. If the toe 
is pointing toward the door when 
it lands, they will be married within 
the next year. The same shoe can 
also be used later to throw at the 
guy when he comes home drunk 
with lipstick on his shirt collar.

Iceland could use our Black 
Friday tradition. Over there, those 

who do not receive new clothes 
before Christmas Eve risk being 
devoured by the Yule Cat. Every-
one there would be climbing over 
each others’ backs shopping for 
new clothes on Black Friday to 
keep from being devoured.

In Slovakia, the most senior man 
of the house takes a spoonful of 
loksa pudding and throws it at the 
ceiling. The more of it sticks, the 

better. 
I guess the pudding is scraped 

off, and the ceiling cleaned after-
wards. Or, maybe the family gets a 
ladder and enjoys the pudding.

Enjoy whatever tradition you 
wish, and have a good holiday 
season. Just don’t get too crazy.

Now let me see. What’s the best 
way to shoot this pudding up to the 
ceiling?

Looking for Krampus: Some holiday traditions scare the living daylights out of kids
(Continued from Page 1)
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What were they thinking?By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Trick question
When was the last time Mookie 

Betts hit 300?
If you said 2016, when he 

batted .318 — wrong!
It was just last Sunday, actually, 

when the Red Sox right fielder 
rolled a 12-strike game during the 
final qualifying round of the World 
Series of Bowling in Reno, Nev.

Betts, 25, figures he’s rolled 
maybe 10 perfect games in his 
life. Alas, he didn’t make the cut 
for the PBA World Champion-
ships.

Check swing
Hey, batter bidders!
The bat Lou Gehrig used to 

hit his last two home runs — in 
an exhibition game in 1939 — is 
on the Heritage Auctions block 
again, six years after it fetched 
$403,664.

Last-minute reprieve
Maple Grove recovered two 

onside kicks and scored three 
touchdowns in the final minute 
— with 59, 46 and 4 seconds 
remaining — to stun Saint 
Michael-Albertville 29-27 in 10-
degree weather in the Minnesota 
Class 6A state football quarterfi-
nals. So who did they bring out 
of the stands to play quarterback, 
Adam Sandler?

Losing for winning
This month’s Steve Urkel “Did 

I Do That?” Award goes to Bears 
coach John Fox, who won a 
challenge reversal — and lost his 
team the ball.

Yes, Fox was correct that 
Chicago running back Bennie 
Cunningham hadn’t stepped 
out of bounds at the 3-yard line 
before lunging for what appeared 
to be a touchdown.

Alas, replays also showed that 
Cunningham fumbled the ball 
before reaching the end zone 
and the ball hit the pylon, so the 
Packers were awarded the ball on 
a touchback.

Speeding up the game
Comedy writer Tim Hunter, with 

a suggestion to speed up NFL 
games: “Just have the Seahawks 
start each game with 10 penal-
ties.”

CHEAP SEATS: Don’t worry about bringing your glove. There won’t 
be any fly balls to catch. Before buying tickets, always make sure that 
there is no brick wall blocking your view. It’s Important.

The First Capitol Study Club of West Columbia recently held their 
meeting at the Aycock-Crews Bed & Breakfast in East Columbia and 
toured the Ammon Underwood Home & the Sweeny-Waddy Log Cabin.  
The program was presented by Flem Rogers of East Columbia.

Firts Capitol Study Club holds meeting
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December 16
December 30

9am - 3pm

Corrigan speaks at Women’s Lecture Luncheon
Best-selling author, philanthropist and breast cancer survivor Kelly Corri-

gan recently appeared at the Brazosport College Foundation’s first Women’s 
Lecture Luncheon Series of the year.

Corrigan regularly speaks on a wide range of topics, including caregiving, 
literacy, serious illness and the need for purpose.

She has written three books, including “The Middle Place,” a memoir 
about her experience fighting cancer while simultaneously caring for her 
father as he struggles through the final stages of the disease; “Lift,” a story 
that weaves together three true stories of adults willing to chance terrible 
loss in search of the joys of raising a family; and “Glitter and Glue,” which 
examines the bond between mothers and daughters.

During the luncheon at Brazosport College, Corrigan humorously and 
poignantly shared her most personal stories while offering plenty of inspira-
tion for the audience.

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series is a series of events intended to 
help promote cultural enrichment for all women hosted by the Brazosport 
College Foundation.

This year’s Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series has two more events 
scheduled, with art historian and critic Tina Rivers Ryan on Feb. 15, followed 
by Green Beret and amputee John Wayne Walding on April 5.

For more information about the Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series, call 
(979) 230-3234.   

Best-selling author, philanthropist and breast cancer survivor Kelly 
Corrigan, shown in middle, spoke at a Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series event at the Dow Academic Center at Brazosport College.

Car recalls are at an all-time high, but 30% remain unrepaired mostly because owners don’t know
By Eric D. Lawrence
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

Vehicle recalls are regularly in the 
news, warning of inadvertent air bag 
deployments, faulty door latches, 
even risks of fire, not to mention the 
ongoing Takata air bag recall that 
dwarfs all others.

But the steady stream of recalls 
masks the fact that about 30 
percent of recalled vehicles remain 
unrepaired on America’s roads, 
according to federal statistics.

Last year was a record for U.S. 
vehicle recalls — more than 53 
million in 927 separate recalls — but 

those numbers are only the latest, 
with the total number of recalls 
increasing in each year back to 
2011 when the number stood at 
13.6 million, according to informa-
tion from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.

There are numerous reasons 
recalled vehicles go unrepaired 
even though getting them fixed 
does not cost the vehicle owner. 
They include perceptions about the 
severity of a recall, and to a lack 
of available parts — some dealers 
also sell used cars with open recalls 
— but often vehicle owners may 

simply not know that their vehicle is 
under recall.

FCA recently announced it 
is working with repair estimate 
company CCC Information Services 
to notify owners of FCA vehicles 
involved in the Takata recall when 
they bring the vehicles in to collision 
repair shops. So far, 56,000 have 
been identified. CCC says it is also 

working with Honda on a similar 
program. The Takata recall involves 
19 automakers and affects 42 mil-
lion vehicles.

With notification being such a 
key roadblock in the recall process, 
a logical starting point for resolv-
ing the issue would seem to be the 
agency with the most information 
about what people drive, namely 

each state’s department of motor 
vehicles.

Only one state — Maryland 
— applied for a U.S. Department of 
Transportation grant to notify con-
sumers of open recalls when they 
register their vehicles. 

Maryland’s program is simply a 
notification. It will not prevent some-
one from renewing a registration.
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TDECU Member Centers throughout the Texas Gulf Coast, Greater Hous-
ton, Texas Crossroads and Dallas/Forth Worth regions recently participated 
in their annual Holiday Food Drive. In total, the organization collected more 
than 5,500 items to support local organizations helping families and individu-
als in need this holiday season.  

TDECU’s REAL Holiday Food Drive occurs every year, and encourages 
Members to join Employees in donating canned and non-perishable food 
items at local Member Centers. In this team effort, TDECU was able to 
benefit organizations such as the Angleton ISD Family Food Pantry, Brazoria 
County Dream Center, Boys and Girls Club, Family Connections and numer-
ous other food banks, churches and local community centers.

Pictured left to right: Janie Schwartz-Shaw and Tracy Cheatwood from 
TDECU Angleton and Kalean Bowie from Angleton ISD.

TDECU launches Holiday Food Drive
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It may be difficult to strike 
the perfect balance in social settings in the week ahead. 
You might vacillate about decisions because you are anx-
ious to please others or too aggressive when you should 
politely wait your turn.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In the early part of the 
week, you might be at your best when you mingle with 
others. Use your eagerness to knock on doors and ask for 
the sale. Don’t lose your momentum or the chance to get 
ahead by daydreaming.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You may be more 
interested in business than pleasure in the week ahead. 
Although you have ample drive and ambition to get ahead 
in the material world, be cautious when presented with 
financial opportunities.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Money isn’t every-
thing, but it might be to you. Put some irons into the fire 
this week, and they will burn red hot if they are destined to 
turn into something useful, but will slip out of your hands 
if they won’t.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Place emphasis on 
lasting values and long-term comfort. In the upcoming 
week, you can show your shrewdness as well as your 
empathy when dealing with business and financial mat-
ters. You sparkle in social settings.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Some romantic fantasies 
can come true. You are likely to hit the target if you aim for 
lasting affection in the week to come. Reassess financial 
matters and consider changes that can make significant 
improvements.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1918, 
President Wilson set sail for France 
to attend the Versailles Peace 
Conference, which was to formalize 
the end of World War I. In 1945, the 
Senate approved U.S. participation 
in the United Nations.

Dec. 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1933, national Prohibition came to 
an end as Utah became the 36th 
state to ratify the 21st Amendment 
to the Constitution, repealing the 
18th Amendment. In 1989, East 
Germany’s former leaders, including 
ousted Communist Party chief Erich 
Honecker, were placed under house 
arrest.

Dec. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1790, 
Congress moved from New York to 
Philadelphia. In 1957, America’s first 

attempt to put a satellite into orbit 
failed when the rocket blew up on its 
launch pad at Cape Canaveral, Fla.

Dec. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1787, 
Delaware became the first state to 
ratify the U.S. Constitution. In 1941, 
Japanese forces attacked American 
and British territories and posses-
sions in the Pacific, including the 
home base of the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Dec. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1941, 
the United States entered World 
War II as Congress declared war 
against Japan, a day after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. In 1980, rock-
music icon John Lennon was shot 
to death outside his New York City 
apartment building by an apparently 
deranged fan.

Dec. 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1940, British troops opened their 
first major offensive in North Africa 
during World War II. In 1992, Brit-
ain’s Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana announced their separation. 
The couple’s divorce became final 
in 1996.

Dec. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1936, Britain’s King Edward VIII 
abdicated his throne to marry an 
American divorcee, Wallis Warfield 
Simpson. In 1958, a Boeing 707 
jetliner made its first domestic trip 
on a National Airlines flight from 
New York to Miami.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1836, the 
Whig Party held its first national 
convention in Harrisburg, Pa.

This week’s question: In 
1946, the United Nations accepted 
a gift of six city blocks on Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side for its new 
headquarters from what prominent 
American industrialist/philanthro-
pist?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Play to your strengths. 
The more you stretch mental and physical muscles, 
the stronger you will become. In the week ahead, use 
your time wisely. You may be distracted by time-wasting 
ideas and projects.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Things will work out for 
the best. Your judgment is best during the first half of 
the week. Accept any opportunities that come your way 
as even the smallest helpful act on your part can result 
in improved financial security.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Act with accuracy. 
Brainstorm new techniques and methods with a partner 
and put them in place with a deft hand. Your wisdom 
and leadership abilities are on display, especially in the 
workplace, as this week unfolds.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): During the first half of 
the week, your decision-making skills are at their best, 
especially when dealing with finances. Be sure to get 
the best of everything; quantity should not be confused 
with quality.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Make the best use of your 
abilities in the week ahead. You may not be able to see 
it or poke it with a stick, but you have what it takes to 
make the grade in the business world. Someone close 
might be a stickler for details.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Pursue an education in 
emerging trends. In the week ahead, learn new things 
by visiting the library, exploring the internet or signing 
up for a class. Avoid potential frustrations by not taking 
on additional obligations.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: APRON  BRAVO  LOCALE  GLITZY
Answer: When King George read the Declaration of Independence, he found it to be -- REVOLTING

DID YOU KNOW?
• Wes Craven partially based Freddy Krueger on a homeless man that 

frightened him as a child.
• The torch relay at the beginning of the Olympics was actually a Nazi idea.
• Opossums can find their way through a maze more quickly than rats and 

cats.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• The Dallas Cowboys stadium 
uses more electricity than all of 
Liberia.

• Sumo wrestlers of the lowest 
ranks are always required to wear 
wooden sandals in public so their 
footsteps make a clacking sound and 
remind them to work harder.

• In Stockholm, they have a lottery 
system where good drivers can win 
the money bad drivers pay in fines.

• A Chinese millionaire began sell-
ing cans of fresh air for $0.80 a can 
in response to China’s worsening air 
pollution and made over $6 million 
dollars.

• In nearly every documented case 
of Halloween candy tampering, it was 
a family member who did it.

• Women feel more pressure to 
smile at the happy news of others 
more than men, according to a study.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Birthstone between sapphire and 
topaz
5 Frees (of)
9 Russian ruler until 1917
13 Get a better mtge.
14 Take by force
16 Germany’s von Bismarck
17 Biting remark
18 “Divine Comedy” poet
19 Auntie of Broadway

20 Lena Horne classic that begins 
“Don’t know why there’s no sun up 
in the sky ... “
23 Historic time
24 Earth tremor
26 Measure of a store’s visitors
32 Tic-tac-toe win
34 Dryer screen buildup
35 German-born sex therapist, 
familiarly
36 Neither here __ there

37 Choir members
39 John, in Scotland
40 “All My Children” vixen
42 “Not so hot”
43 Tangerine kin
46 Subj. for nature lovers
47 Before, to Byron
48 Bright spot in tough times
50 Sales talk
52 U.N. advocate for workers’ rights
53 What a Geiger counter measures 
... or, as two words, what the ends 
of 20-, 26- and 48-Across are
60 Tiny “smashing” target
62 Gem measure
63 __ of expertise
64 Works on the lawn
65 Subway entrance
66 Fish home, at home
67 Game on horseback
68 Piped up
69 Grinds to a halt

DOWN
1 Planets, to poets
2 Gardening moss
3 Oversize coif
4 Opera text
5 Poet Kipling
6 “__ Mommy kissing ... “
7 Sandy hill
8 Madrid miss: Abbr.
9 Marisa of “My Cousin Vinny”
10 Touring figure skating show
11 Emer. cash source
12 Caviar
15 Feed the neighbor’s cat, say
21 “The A-Team” muscleman
22 Actress Anne
25 Milked animal, in kiddie-speak
26 Olympic stadium centerpiece
27 Mideast ships
28 Hunting, catlike
29 Common typeface
30 Old French money
31 Practice fly ball, e.g.
33 Postgrad tests
38 Spread, as seed
41 Do over, as a kitchen
44 They’re dug up at digs
45 Gave off
49 Yalie
51 “You are not!” rebuttal
54 Cheerios grain
55 Opera showpiece
56 Colombian city
57 Persia, now
58 See to
59 Jabbers
60 Rock band need
61 As well
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
RINK  SHOT  GOAL  GAME  TEAM  SCORE  STICK  ICING
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