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When to get 
sick in this 
business

Holidays can 
be challenging 
for the disabled

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Sometimes, this newspapering 
business during the year has gaps 
when things slow down or even stop 
briefly. That’s when I’m allowed to 
get sick.

I pass on this opportunity most of 
the time, instead serving mandatory 
duty of standing in long lines at retail 
stores or doing something that’s 
even more fun, cleaning the garage.

Every now and then, though, 
comes the perfect storm, and I’m 
down for the count. Why not? It’s the 
holidays. Get the fever going, aching 
joints, runny nose, head that feels 
like a basketball, red nose. Who 
needs all that holiday excitement 
when I can lie on the couch and plan 
out my next move of rolling from my 
right side to my left side?

I had the flu shot, so this isn’t the 
flu, right? It sure feels like the flu. 
Even if it’s one of the strains not 
found in the shot, I should have an 
easier and shorter time dealing with 
it because I had the shot. Right?

So, why am I so out of it?

Ramblings

The day famous writer J. Frank Dobie  
came for a visit at the Poole Ranch

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

It was a cold misty day in Decem-
ber 1931 when American folklorist, 
writer, and newspaper columnist 
J. Frank Dobie visited Brazoria 
County’s Poole Ranch.

Dobie had written extensively 
about the richness 
and traditions of 
rural Texas in the 
days of the open 
range. He died in1964 after pen-
ning 26 books. A San Antonio post 
office was named after him, as well 
as numerous schools and even a 
fishing pond in Nepean, Ontario. You 
may have heard of J. Frank Dobie 

High School in Pasadena,Texas. 
He was also credited with saving 
the Texas Longhorn.

In the midst of his well-deserved 
fame, Dobie came to visit right 
here, in Brazoria County, if only for 
a short time, to get the feel of the 
land he depicted in his books and 

to talk to those 
who lived the 
cowboy life in 
the southwest.

Just off FM 2918 in deep south-
western Brazoria County, the large, 
flat expanses of salt marsh shroud 
many stories and folklore. It is most 
fitting, then, that Dobie should 

Jim Keller (left) and Writer J. Frank Dobie at the Poole Ranch.

Memories are made of this

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Social isolation has become a 
byproduct of today’s society.

Many Americans feel depressed 

because they are disconnected from 
families, neighbors or communities.

The problem is magnified if you 
are disabled and it’s the holiday 
season.

While others swing into the holi-
day spirit, many people are forced to 
stay home because of their disability 
or find it logistically impossible to 
get out.  Watching “Christmas Story” 
from bed for the umpteenth time 
doesn’t fill one with holiday spirit.

I am fortunate. My disability 

The View from My Seat

Holiday 
happenings 

around 
Brazoria 

County: Part 2

Holiday events continue in our 
area to make the season bright 
and merry.

Surfside residents and 
businesses will be turning their 
Christmas lights on daily through 
at least Christmas night, and visi-
tors are invited to drive through 
the village to see the decorations.

On Friday, Dec. 13, Lake 
Jackson Civic Center will show 
a Holiday Movie on the 
Plaza. The Grinch will begin at 
6:30 p.m., and visitors are invited 
to bring their folding chairs, 
blankets, etc.

On Friday, Dec. 13, and 
Saturday, Dec. 14, there will be a 
craft activity, Crafternoons, for 
all ages at the Lake Jackson His-
torical Museum, 249 Circle Way, 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. The 
craft will be making Christmas 

garland and paper snowflakes. Call 
(979) 297-1570 for information.

During the day on Saturday, Dec. 
14, families can enjoy Christmas 
in Brazoria, which will offer fun for 
children, carriage rides, Santa, food 
and entertainment. Admission is free 
to the event, which will be 
noon to 5 p.m. at 202 W. 
Smith St. 

 Another  West of the 

Brazos event on Dec. 14 is the 
free Procrastinator Market 
from 1 to 6 p.m. at Varner Hogg 
State Historical Site, located at 
1702 N. 13th St. in West Colum-
bia.

That evening, the Varner-
Hogg Candlelight Christmas 
will be 6 to 9 p.m. with a $3 per 
person admission fee. Guests 
can tour the plantation house and 
enjoy the mid-1800s Texas-style 
Christmas decorations. Santa will 
be on hand in his Victorian-style 
suit for photograph opportunities. 
Children 5 and under can attend 
for free.

The Brazosport Symphony 
will present its 

Christmas 
concert on 
Saturday, 

Photo contributed by Janice R. Edwards



were able to fire three guns for 
every shot fired afloat. “Hence, the 
salute by shore batteries was 21 
guns,” perhaps based on the mysti-
cal significance of the number three 
in many ancient civilizations (U.S. 
Army for Military History).

Concludes Lewis: The tradition 
remains, but “in almost all cases, 
today’s saluting guns are firing 
blanks.”

Historical words
Q. What do the following words 

have in common: “accommoda-
tion,” “assassination,” “barefaced,” 
“countless,” “courtship,” “dislocate,” 
“dwindle,” “eventful,” “fancy-free,” 
“lack-lustre,” “laughable,” “obscene,” 
“premeditated,” “submerged”? Clue: 
Think historically.

A. They were all first recorded in 
the works of William Shakespeare 
(1564-1616), considered one of 
the two most important influences 
in the development of the English 
language during that period, says 
David Crystal in “The Cambridge 
Encyclopedia of the English 
Language.” (The King James Bible 
of 1611 is the second major influ-
ence.) Interestingly, many words 
first recorded by the Bard have 
not survived, including “abruption,” 
“exsufflicate,” “persistive,” “questrist” 
and “vastidity.”

Shakespeare also introduced 
phrases that have become part of 
the idiomatic expression of modern 
English, such as “a foregone 
conclusion” (“Othello”), “in my 
mind’s eye” (“Hamlet”), “it’s Greek 
to me” (“Julius Caesar”), “a tower of 
strength” (“Richard III”),  and “love is 
blind” (“Merchant of Venice”).
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Who is the fastest eater in 
the world?

Q. A riddle for you: It resembles 
a baked potato, with 22 symmetrical 
tentacle-like appendages sprouting 
from its nose. The wiggly, fleshly 
nose-fingers are covered with 
25,000 sensory touch receptors, 
enabling it to “identify, capture and 
eat its prey, generally insects and 
worms, in an average of about 230 
milliseconds…, roughly three times 
faster than a human driver’s reac-
tion time to a red light.” In fact, it 
holds the “Guinness World Records” 
title of the fastest mammalian eater. 
What is it?

A. The star-nosed mole, one of 
20+ other burrowing mole species 
in the Northern Hemisphere, says 
Gemma Tarlach in “Discover” maga-
zine. A number of animals called 
moles, like the mole rat, aren’t 
moles at all. 

However, moleskin, used to 
treat blisters, is made of fabric that 
mimics a mole’s velvety pelt, with 
no nap, “to avoid rubbing the wrong 
way as the animal moves through 
tight underground tunnels.” Also, the 
neutral color taupe comes from the 
French word for mole, and the Latin 
word “moles” refers to a structural 
mole - a large breakwater or pier 

of piled earth or masonry. Finally, 
one of the seven base units in the 
International System of Units is a 
mole, widely used in chemistry to 
express the mass of particles and 
molecules.

“Holy moley”! Explains Tarlach, 
“That expression has nothing to do 
with the burrowing animals, either.  
It’s a 19th-century euphemism for 
‘holy Moses.’” Well, holy moley!

Why is it a 21-gun salute?
Q. Why do the U.S. and nearly 

two dozen other nations follow the 
custom of giving a 21-gun salute? 
Why not 7 or 11 or some other 
number?

A. The custom predates guns 
themselves, stemming from “the 
Middle Ages practice of placing 
oneself in an unarmed position and, 
therefore, in the power of those 
being honored,” explains Dan Lewis 
on his “Now I Know” website, draw-
ing on Arlington National Cemetery’s 
website. And while disarming works 
for swords, axes and the like, it 
doesn’t work for cannons on gun-
ships. So, instead, the ships fired 
cannonballs into the water, and 
most likely, due to superstition and 
a belief that the number seven was 
lucky, many ships carried seven 
cannons.

But since land batteries had a 
greater supply of gunpowder, they 

The Great Appalachian snow storm
The Great Appalachian Storm of 1950 was one of the most meteorologi-

cally unique storms as it was both part-blizzard and part-hurricane.
The devastating cyclone formed on November 24,1950 in the Appalachian 

mountains of North Carolina and would become one of the deadliest winter 
storms of all time, killing 353 people and injuring over 150 others. La Nina 
conditions helped the storm reach hurricane-force wind speeds of 110 mph 
and chilling temperatures.

White Hurricane
The  “White Hurricane” of 1913  

was the worst storm to ever hit the 
Great Lakes region. Hurricane-force 
winds created 35-foot waves on 
November 7-10, 1913.

More than 200 people died, 
and eight ships sunk as a result of 
the storm. The National Weather 
Service‘s Meteorologist-in-Charge, 
Richard Wagenmaker, declared the 
storm “one of the deadliest maritime 
weather disasters in North American 
History.”

Blizzard of 1978
Another one of the most cata-

strophic storms in winter weather 
history was the Blizzard of 1978. 
Not only did snow totals break 
records in various parts of New 
England, but hurricane-force winds 
were recorded as well.
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BIG BOY JOY RIDE: A man stole an excavator, used to dig up dirt 
at construction sites, and went on a joyride through a neighborhood in 
Topeka, Kan., damaging property as he went. He was arrested after 
police received a call about a “suspicious vehicle.”

THE GOOD DOCTOR HAS BAD JUDGEMENT: After four 
dinner dates and two sexual encounters four years ago with a woman in 
Sydney, Australia that he had met through Tinder, a man broke up with 
her and moved to Melbourne. The woman, who is a doctor, then sent 
9,000 abusive and threatening texts and emails to him, his new girlfriend 
and their relatives.

SOME PAROLEES NEVER LEARN: A man was charged with 
counterfeiting after police raided his home in Limestone County, Ala., 
and found lots of fake cash and a $50-bill that he had test-printed on the 
back of his state parole document.

TO CATCH A THIEF: A man broke into a vending machine at a 
laundromat in Crystal City, Mo., and made off with 15 pounds of change 
and cash while wearing a T-shirt that said, “It’s not a crime unless you 
get caught.” Since he did this in full view of a security camera, the cops 
should be closing in on him any time now.

 YOU’RE DEAD TO ME: After “borrowing” a few thousand dollars 
from friends and a woman he later broke up with, a 21-year-old man in 
Australia took off and faked his death by having his mother tell everyone 
that he had been murdered. A few years later, the ex-girlfriend ran into 
him very much alive and working in a restaurant where she was eating 
dinner. An awkward interchange resulted.

 COULD YOU OFFICERS PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGY?: 
A man cut off a car on the westbound Belt Parkway on Saturday in 
Sheepshead Bay, N.Y., then angrily pointed a stolen .45-caliber pistol at 
the men in the other vehicle as he passed them. Unfortunately for him, 
those guys turned out to be undercover detectives from the Brooklyn 
North Gang Unit.

HEH, HEH, THE COPS WILL NEVER FIGURE THIS ONE 
OUT … UH-OH: A man, who wanted to rob a bank in Circleville, Pa., 
tried to trick police into responding to a false crime elsewhere. Wearing 
a disguise, he passed a note to a restaurant worker that said there was 
an active shooter threat and multiple bombs at two high schools. Then 
he headed to the bank in a vehicle with a stolen license plate, but was 
pulled over before he got there.

WANTED: SECURITY GUARD WHO SLEEPS ON THE JOB, 
IS VIOLENT AND STEALS FROM EMPLOYER: A security guard, 
who was fired from the Cowboy Jack’s bar and restaurant in Minneapolis 
after he was found sleeping in the back staircase after the place closed, 
returned a few days later, brandished a short-barrel shotgun, punched 
an employee in the head and stole $24,000 in cash.

doesn’t confine me to the house. 
Despite needing a wheelchair, I am 
able to move around with help from 
my specially equipped van.  And 
I have a wonderful wife and other 
family members nearby. 

I am also fortunate to have the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
The law allows me to celebrate a 
relatively normal Christmas.

Because of that law, I can go 
Christmas shopping or meet 
friends at a restaurant because I 
know that there are handicapped 
parking places, cutouts in the curb 
that allow me to access sidewalks, 
ramps allowing me to enter busi-
nesses, and bathrooms that are 
wheelchair accessible.

But the ADA has its limitations:  
It doesn’t apply to private homes.  
That means I can’t go to a holiday 

party at someone’s home without 
doing detective work. 

Will there be a place to park with 
space next to me so I can deploy 
the ramp to let me in and out of the 
van?

Is there a navigable walkway to 
the front steps, or is it all grass?

How high are the front steps, and 
is there another way to get in if they 
are too high?

Are doorways in the house (par-
ticularly those to the bathrooms) 
wide enough to accommodate my 
wheelchair?

Are there steps from one room to 
another that limit mobility inside the 
home?

Getting the answers to these 
questions often requires reconnais-
sance.

Before an RSVP, I have done 
drive-bys to check out the front of 

homes.
I have had an owner send me 

pictures from inside his home.
And, of course, I give owners 

the third degree about the layout of 
their homes.

In all cases, the homeowners 
throwing the party are more than 
willing to cooperate. Some even go 
to extremes. I had one friend hire 
a contractor who built a wooden 
walkway across his front lawn and 
up the front steps. 

Others have asked for measure-
ments on my wheelchair and then 
measured their doorways to make 
sure my wheelchair could roll 
through.

Many of the physical hurdles can 
be overcome. For instance, I carry 
portable ramps in my van that I can 
use to get over not-too-steep steps.

But there also are emotional 

hurdles. Sometimes, even after 
working out the logistics, I pass on 
an invitation because I don’t want 
any homeowner to be inconve-
nienced by my disability. And I have 
my pride: I don’t want to become a 
spectacle. 

Applying some ADA standards to 
new home construction would be 
a step toward easing the isolation 
disabled people sometimes feel, but 
it would be impractical and costly.   

Instead, this holiday season let’s 
remember those friends or family 
members less fortunate we are: The 
ones trapped at home.

Visit them. Send them a card or 
an email. Make a phone call.

Let them know they aren’t alone. 
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

For the disabled, holiday activities may present obstacles
(Continued from Page 1)

Use Seal N Heal® to close 
wounds with a bitter taste to 
allow healing on dogs and 
cats. At all Tractor Supply 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

CP Chem Sweeny/Old Ocean donates $117K to United Way
Chevron Phillips Chemical 

Sweeny/Old Ocean Facilities 
donated over $117,000 to United 
Way for its 2020 Workplace Cam-
paign. 

The employees of Sweeny/Old 
Ocean presented the check to 
Jenna Masters and Erin Spoor of 
United Way of Brazoria County.

The employees donated nearly 
$66,000 through individual contribu-
tions, online auction, bake sale, and 
weekly barbecue luncheons.

 Moreover, Chevron Phillips 
Chemical matches employee’s 
individual contributions dollar for 
dollar, bringing the total donated to 
over $117,000. 

Chevron Phillips Chemical has a 

rich history of helping the commu-
nities in which its employees live 
and work and supports the vision 
of United Way of Brazoria County 

that through a United effort, every 
Brazoria County resident will be 
educated, financially sound and 
healthy.
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Coffee and cholesterol connection, decaf tea examined 
By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

“Greetings from Canada,” a 
reader from Ontario wrote. He then 
politely corrected me on a gram-
matical error he found in a recent 
column published in the Toronto 
Star.

In the article, I described how 
“vitamin C stimulates the formation 
of antibodies that bind up danger-
ous toxins before they wreck havoc 
in our bodies.” The correct word in 
this instance, my Canadian reader 
informed me, is not “wreck” but 
“wreak.” Thank you for rescuing my 
wreckage of the English language.

Another reader writes, “As a per-
sonal trainer and health coach here 
on the Monterey peninsula, I never 
go outside the scope of my practice 
regarding giving nutrition advice. 
When necessary, I have directed 
clients to the helpful websites you 
have provided in your past columns 
to assist them in finding a registered 
dietitian. I have also recommended 
your great book. I do have a couple 
of questions:

1. Does decaf coffee have 

an ingredient in it that can pos-
sibly raise LDL cholesterol? I read 
somewhere that it has something 
called cafestrol (sp?) that can raise 
the LDL. I do filter it if that makes a 
difference.

2. Does decaf green tea have 
the same antioxidants that regular 
green tea has?

— Denise 
Good questions. The correct 

spelling of the substance you 
mention is “cafestol” — a naturally-
occurring oil in caffeinated as well 
as decaffeinated coffee. Early stud-
ies showed that coffee oils such as 
cafestol and kahweol (good words 
for a spelling bee, don’t you think?) 
can increase “bad” LDL cholesterol 
levels in the blood.

The good news is that the cho-
lesterol-raising effect of these oils 
is pretty much limited to unfiltered 
coffee, such as French press, Turk-
ish coffee, boiled coffee consumed 
in Scandinavia and by cowboys 
around the campfire. A recent small 
study on healthy volunteers found 
that unfiltered coffee raised LDL 
cholesterol. When these same vol-

unteers returned to filtered coffee, 
their LDL levels went down.

“Coffee that’s been filtered prob-
ably has little, if any, effect on cho-
lesterol levels,” say the experts at 
Harvard Medical School. “Espresso 
contains more cafestol and kahweol 
than paper-filtered coffee, but 
because it is consumed in smaller 
amounts, it may not have much of 
an effect on people’s LDL level.”

And sorry to wreak havoc on your 
understanding of this topic, but there 
may be another twist to the coffee 
story. Some research now suggests 
that cafestol and kahweol may also 
have some health benefits, including 
anticancer and diabetes prevention. 
Stay tuned.

Concerning antioxidants in decaf 
green tea compared to regular 
tea: One authority on this topic, Dr. 
Iman Hakim, says that the healthful 
polyphenol antioxidants can be 15 
to 25% lower in decaffeinated green 
tea as compared to regular green 
tea. She also says that the loss of 
these beneficial antioxidants is even 
higher when black tea is decaffein-
ated.

have occasion to visit and coax a 
cowboy’s tale out of Jim Keller on 
the Poole Ranch.

Dona (an heir to the Poole legacy 
and now deceased) and Tommy 
Worrell once brought out a couple 
of professional photographs from 
family records of Dobie’s excursion 
to the ranch that day and shared 
with me the circumstances of the 
visit.

Dona (daughter of Susan Louise 
Poole and Joel Lane Barbour and 
granddaughter of Thomas Jefferson 
Poole) lived in Bay City as a child.

Her family loved the ranch so 
much that her parents moved a 
house off the prairie down to the 
San Bernard River, near the original 
ranch house of the 1940s. The Wor-
rell family still owns that little house 
today. But to better understand 
Dobie’s visit, a little history of the 
Poole Ranch is in order. 

The Poole Ranch was previously 
known as the Cox Ranch, and the 
original 15,000 acres in Brazoria 
County was purchased by Thomas 
Jefferson Poole of Bay City, Texas, 
in 1916. The remaining 5,000 acres 
of the Poole ranch (originally the 
George Sargent Ranch in Matago-
rda County) was purchased in 1910. 

In 1929, Thomas Jefferson Poole 
searched for new outlets to market 
steers and began shipping cattle by 
rail from Brazoria County to Okla-
homa and Kansas. At its height, the 
Poole Ranch shipped more cattle 
than any other ranch except the 
King Ranch. 

Thomas Jefferson Poole, the 
president of the Bay City Bank and 
Trust, and his wife, Elizabeth Keller 
Poole, had six children. One of 
these children, Donald Keller Poole, 
married Marguerite (Muggie) Hueb-
ner, and they lived on and worked 
the Poole Ranch.

Jim Keller was Elizabeth’s 
bachelor brother, and he lived on 

and worked the ranch with Donald 
and Marguerite Poole. Jim Keller 
(1850-1946) was a working cowboy 
and lived his life amidst cattle, 
cowboys and cattle baron/rancher 
Shanghai Pierce, born as Abel 
Head Pierce (1834-1900). Pierce’s 
ranch spanned the Blessing area 
of Matagorda County. As a young 
man, Keller herded cattle to Dodge 
City. One of the cowboys he 
befriended was Charles A. Siringo. 

Charles Siringo, a colorful Texas 
cowboy born in Matagorda County 
in 1855, died in Hollywood, Cali-
fornia, in October 1928. During his 
career, he was a cowboy, detec-

tive and writer. He wrote about his 
life, and the lifestyle of the Texas 
cowboy. Siringo’s first book, “A 
Texas Cowboy,” went through 
several renditions and publish-
ers, but it told (in J. Frank Dobie’s 
opinion) probably the best, unadul-
terated reflection of the real life of a 
cowboy. 

That’s where J. Frank Dobie 
comes in. He wrote the bibliographi-
cal study of Charles Siringo and 
the introduction to the 1950 edition 
of “A Texas Cowboy,” published by 
William Sloane Associates. 

J. Frank Dobie was born on his 
family’s ranch in Live Oak County, 
Texas. His life on the ranch influ-
enced his character, personality and 
a lot of the subject matter of his own 
writing. Dobie wanted to preserve 

the memory of the richness of life, 
land and culture of rural Texas into 
literature as young people of the 
state began flocking to the cities. 
To that end, he wrote many books, 
including many about cowboys and 
life on the open range. He also 
became active in the Texas Folklore 
Society, relating legends passed 
down from generation to generation.

Dobie admired both the man and 
the writing style of Charles Siringo, 
and in Dobie’s introduction to “A 
Texas Cowboy,” he relates a tale of 
his visit with the Poole Ranch’s Jim 
Keller:

“One coldish, misty December 
day, towards sundown, in the year 
1931, I rode up to a ranch house on 
the San Bernard River in Brazoria 
County, Texas. A white man of 
advanced years was out in the pen 
with three Negro cowboys. One of 
them, hatless and gray-headed, had 
matches curled up in his kinky hair. 
The smoke from his pipe was min-
gling with the steam from a sweaty 
horse he was unsaddling. I meant 
to ask the white man about that 
way of carrying matches, but when 
he told me that his name was Jim 
Keller, I remembered that Charlie 
Siringo had spoken of a Jim Keller 
who once loaned him a saddle 
horse. This was the man. We went 
inside the house to drink coffee and 
talk. Somehow what he told me lit 
up the Charlie Siringo of mavericks, 
mustangs, mossy-horned steers, 
fenceless coastal ranges, hide 
and tallow factories and Shanghai 
Pierce’s bellowing voice more than 
anything else I have met outside of 
Siringo’s first autobiography. 

“Keller had known Siringo as a 
boy and worked with him on Grimes’ 
Rancho Grande. ‘His father was 
Italian, and his mother’s name was 
Bridget. He was happy-go-lucky 
and usually out of luck. He could 
let more horses get away with the 
saddle on than any other cowboy 
in the country. That first book of his 
told things just like they was.’

“Keller said Siringo was the most 
fearless and the coolest man he 

When writer J. Frank Dobie came to Brazoria County
(Continued on Page 1)

Famed Western writer 
J. Frank Dobie wanted 

to see and feel the 
open range ranching 
of the Southwest, so 
he came to the Poole 

Ranch in Brazoria 
County

• The cattle drives ended in the late 1880s for several reasons. First, there 
was the invention of barbed wire, which had sharp points on it. Settlers used 
barbed wire to make fences on their property.

ever knew.”
As the sun set in the west over 

the Poole Ranch on that December 
day, J. Frank Dobie and Jim Keller 
swapped tales of Charlie Siringo 
and a cowboy’s life on the range.

While Ada, the ranch cook, 
prepared the evening meal, a family 
friend and professional photogra-
pher, Lew Stewart of Bay City, was 
called to record the memorable day. 

The picture shown with this 

story are credited to Stewart, 
and because of his work, and the 
memories recounted by Dona and 
Tommy Worrell, one more story of 
the ranching days of the Brazoria 
County salt marshes can be told 
and told again. 

(Jan wants to hear from you. 
Write her in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
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Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at The Clarion. 
The symphony will play music from 
both Messiah and The Nutcracker. 
Tickets are $25.

Richwood’s Christmas in 
the Park will be held 5-8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14, at Richwood 
Municipal Park at 600 Audobon 
Woods Dr. Santa will be present at 
the free event, sponsored by Keep 
Richwood Beautiful.

The 33rd Annual Lighted 
Boat Parade will be on Satur-
day, Dec. 14, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
along the San Bernard River from 
the FM 521 bridge to the FM 2611 
Churchill bridge. Public viewing 
areas include the FM 521 boat 
ramp and the FM 2611 boat ramp, 
Dido’s Restaurant and the Friends 
of the River Community Center.

On Sunday, Dec. 15, the 

public is invited to the Angleton 
Chamber Christmas Tour 
of Homes from 2 to 5 p.m. Four 
area homes decorated for the 
holidays will be featured as well 
as The Oaks at Oak Plantation at 
19706 FM 521 in Rosharon, where 
refreshments will be served. Tick-
ets and information are available at 
the chamber or call (979) 849-
6443. Tickets are $20 per person. 
The event is presented by BASF.

On Tuesday, Dec. 17, and 
Friday, Dec. 27, Season of 
Lights will be the program 
featured 7 to 8 p.m. at the BASF 
Planetarium inside The Center 
at 400 College Dr. in Clute. It will 
explore the Star of Bethlehem and 
Christmas customs.

On Thursday, Dec. 19, Bling in 
the Holidays wil be at Elmcroft 
of Lake Jackson at 206 Oak Dr. at 

4 p.m. The 12th annual Parade of 
Trees silent auction will be held, 
and there will be vendor booths. 
Proceeds will benefit The Gather-
ing Place. Light refreshments will 
be served, and there will be door 
prizes.

Also on Dec. 19, The Grand 
Ol’ Christmas Show kicks off 
the first of several performances 
set for Friday, Dec. 20, Saturday, 
Dec. 21, and Sunday, Dec. 22, at 
7:30 p.m. at The Clarion. It is set 
up like a live radio broadcast filled 

with holiday music and comedy. 
Tickets range from $25 to $125.

For Goodness Cakes, a 
program for children 6 and up will 
be held at the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Pre-registration is required by call-
ing (979 864-1208. 

Children will learn the art of 
cookie decorating with four Nut-
cracker-themed treats. The fee is 
$30 for non-members and $20 for 
museum members, and materials 
are provided.

On Friday, Dec. 20, Carriage Inn, 
an assisted living residence, will 
host its First Annual Winter 

Wonderland Festival of 
Trees in the evening from 6 to 8 
p.m. Area families are invited to 
come tour the display of decorated 
Christmas trees in the courtyard. 
This event is free.

Lake Jackson Civic Center, 
located at 333 Hwy. 332 East, will 
host its annual New Year’s Eve 
Dance on Dec. 31. Southern 
County Line will be the featured 
band for the BYOB event. Tickets 
are $15 or a table of 10 for $150, 
and it is recommended they be 
purchased in advance to assure 
seating. For information, please 
call (979) 415-2600. 

(Continued from Page 11)

‘This the season to be jolly ... all over Brazoria County

Angleton Library plans to close Dec. 16 for renovations
The Angleton Branch Library 

will be closed beginning Monday, 
Dec. 16 until the end of January 
for scheduled renovations, includ-
ing new carpeting. The book drop 
will remain open until the end of 
December for patrons to return 
library materials. 

Materials can also be returned 
to any of the other eleven library 
locations in the County.  As always, 
our eBranch will remain open 24/7, 
where cardholders can access the 
databases in the Research Room, 

check out eBooks and digital maga-
zines, or stream music, movies and 
television shows. 

For more information contact the 
Brazoria County Library Administra-
tion office at (979) 864-1505.

Gifts for dogs
The Mercury News (TNS)

Travel water bottle — This is a 
great gift for those who are always 
on the go with their pups. Prices 
start around $7.

Cooling collar — These collars 
use evaporative cooling to keep 
pups cool in hotter temperatures. 
Prices begin at $5.

Wine-lover glass — This cheeky 
15-ounce stemless glass reads, “It’s 
not really drinking alone if the dog is 
home.” It sells for $12.99.

Coffee mug — This is the perfect 
mug for dog lovers, announcing, “I 
work hard so my dog can have a 
better life.” It is priced at $10.99.

Furbo — The Furbo may be 
the most well-known of the pet 
monitoring devices. Not only does it 
dispense treats for cats and dogs, 
it also has a two-way chat and bark 
alert. The Furbo averages $199.

Dog Trailer — Bike trailers can be 
ideal for almost any pet, but espe-
cially older pets, puppies, and those 
with a medical condition or injury. 
Prices begin at $79.

Dog boots — Boots come in a 
variety of materials with various 
features, and you can find ones that 
are designed specifically for winter, 
summer or daily use. A set of four 
boots costs between $8 and $75.

At a recent meeting, Frank Kelly, left, presented a program on the Fisher 
Houses that are located at the Veterans Hospital in Houston.  The Asa 
Underwood Chapter donates each year with money, paper goods, sheets 
and towels. The Fisher Houses are used by family members to stay and 
visit free of charge with their veteran while he or she is recovering. There 
are 85 Fisher Houses in the world, and three are in Houston. 

A new member was installed in the Asa Underwood Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution with her certificate. Pictured left 
to right are: Lana Newsom, Lake Jackson; new member Wanda Hinkle, 
Brazoria; and Shirley Walcik, Angleton. To become a member, plese 
contact Laura Otto, regent, at (281) 935-4443.

Asa Underwood DAR installs new member



Everybody has a story to tell. In 
the workshop, “Telling Your Own 
Story: A 3-Day Memoir Writing 
Workshop with Ron Rozelle,” the 
acclaimed author teaches par-
ticipants the skills and confidence 

to put those sto-
ries on paper.

The work-
shop is at 
The Center 
for the Arts 
& Sciences, 
400 College 
Blvd, Clute, 

on Friday, Jan. 3 and continues 
through Sunday, Jan. 5. Admission 
is $175 with a $25 discount for cur-
rent Brazosport Fine Arts Council 
members. 

Class size is limited to 18 
people, so participants are encour-
aged to register online at www.bra
zosportcenter.org, or by calling The 
Center at (979) 265-7661 during 
regular business hours.

The class is three days. The first 
day concentrates on the students’ 
motivations to tell their stories. The 
second day helps students find 
ways to make their stories interest-
ing and memorable. 
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw 
their ad in The Bulletin

Call 979-849-5407 for advertising rate information

“So you don’t have to do all that 
standing in line on Black Friday. You 
can sleep in and take it easy,” my 
subconsciousness said in a very 
low voice so that nobody else could 
hear it.

This is a good thing then. I’m not 
a very good shopper. I’m more of a 
buyer. I only shop when I can’t get 
out of it. Even then I have to have 
a cell phone I can look at to survive 
the aisles of clothing and questions 
about color coordination for which I 
have no answers.

“Which one do you like better? 
The blue blouse or the red one?”

I was watching funny cat videos 
on Facebook and didn’t hear the 
question. Even if I would have, the 
red and blue blouses to me serve 
the same purpose. There is no 
difference between them except for 
the color.

I looked up from the cat video. “I 
like whichever one you like.” Back 
to the cat video. Those cats do the 
darndest things.

I can’t imagine what shopping 
was like for men before cell phones 
– I like to call that era B.C.

Now that we have this new tech-
nology, we need to use it to save 
ourselves. Oh, look, a football game 
is streaming. I’ll just sit on this stack 
of shirts and watch it. You go on. I’ll 
be fine.

Instead,  I was lying on the couch, 
watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Parade – which was quite good. It’s 
been years since I have wtached it. 
The lipsinking was great.

Then it was holiday movie time, 
football games and sleeping. Did 

I mention that this couch also acts 
like a big sleeping pill? I never saw 
the ending of a movie or how the 
football games turned out. I was in 
dreamland while Drew Brees put on 
a magnificent performance. I caught 
the report later on the news.

A good thing that came out of this 
sickness stuff: I realized that holiday 
music is not so bad. I know that I 
put it down a while back, but it’s 
actually soothing, peppy and has a 

good beat.
My favorite, after listening to 

hundreds of them:  “All I Want for 
Christmas Is You” (1994) Mariah 
Carey. It’s 29 on the overall Christ-
mas Billboard Chart and No. 1 most 
years.

All I want for Christmas is not to 
have a repeat of Thanksgiving – and 
my two front teeth, and a hippopota-
mus (thank you, spellcheck).

    john.bulletin@gmail.com

The crud is never good, but if timed well, there are upsides
(Continued from Page 1)

$1 trillion retail holiday season possible
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

The unofficial start of the holiday 
shopping season has come and 
gone.

No longer a one-day dash 
for doorbusters, retail watchers 
now count the five days between 
Thanksgiving and Cyber Monday as 
the holiday season’s curtain raiser.

Consider that retail is America’s 

largest private-sector employer, 
supporting one in four U.S. jobs and 
adding $2.6 trillion to annual GDP.

The holiday season presents a 
mixed bag for retailers. Consumers 
feel pretty good about their house-
hold finances. Wages have inched 
up, and the unemployment rate is 
hovering near a 50-year low.

As Target Corp. Chief Executive 
Brian Cornell told reporters last 
week: “There is no indicator as we 
sit here today that the consumer 
environment is slowing as we enter 
the holiday season.”

The 2019 holiday could mark 
retailers’ first ever trillion-dollar 
shopping season, according to a 
number of market research firms, 
including Deloitte and eMarketer.

Deloitte forecasts a bump in 
sales as high as 5% compared with 
last year. The nation’s largest retail 
industry group, the National Retail 
Federation (NRF), expects consum-
ers to spend an average of $1,048 
during the holiday shopping season. 
NRF’s crystal ball readers predict a 
4.2% increase at the high end.

The King James Version of the Bible contains 783,137 words. Many of these words are
of great importance (God, Jesus, holy, sanctified, grace, love, etc.), and others not as widely used (thither, 
adjure, husbandman, etc.), but of all 780,000+ words in the Bible, there is no greater word than the little 
word “if.”

Whenever the word “if” appears in a sentence it is a conditional sentence. The subject or
action of the sentence turns on a stated condition which must be fulfilled in order for the matter to
be concluded. People have mostly forgotten this simple fact, but the many blessings of God
found in the Bible are conditional. Consider these examples:

• We have fellowship with God “IF” we walk in the light (1 John 1:7).
•  God forgives our sins “IF”  we confess our sins (1 John 1:8).
•  We are disciples of Jesus “IF”  we abide in His word (John 8:31).
•  We will live with Christ “IF”  we die with Him (2 Timothy 2:11).
•  We will reign with Christ “IF”  we endure (2 Timothy 2:12).
•  We will be raised in the likeness of His resurrection “IF” we are united in the likeness of
   His death (Romans 6:5).
•  A disciple will never stumble “IF”  he adds to his faith these necessary things (2 Peter 2:1-10).
• Entrance into the everlasting kingdom for a disciple “IF” he adds to his faith and never
  stumbles (2 Peter 1:11).
  These are only a few examples, but they very well illustrate the point at hand: the blessings of 

God are promised to those who meet the conditions stated by God.
The Bible also teaches that failure to meet God’s conditions means punishment:

“Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for IF you do not believe that I am He, you will die in 
your sins” (John 8:24). Hebrews tells us that Jesus Christ is the author of eternal salvation to all who obey 
Him (Hebrews 5:8-9). The word “IF” is not stated in this verse, but it is implied – salvation only comes to 
one “IF” he obeys the gospel of Christ.

Were you aware of how much of the Bible turns on the word “IF”? Perhaps there is more you 
need to learn. Please join us this week for a Bible study.

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 East Jackson, West Columbia, TX  77486 • (979) 538-2175

Services: Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

WHAT THE BIBLE IS ALL ABOUT
“If”...The Forgotten Bible Word

The Center to hold writing workshop
Participants will complete short, 

written exercises to share on the 
third day of class. Students may 
also share writing samples about 
themselves. 

“I always hope the participants 
will learn how to work their way 
through a plan to recall and record 
certain events in their lives that will 
be interesting and insightful,” said 
Rozelle. “Writing a memoir is not 
only the telling of a story, it can be 
liberating for the author and for the 
reader.”

Students are not required to 
bring anything with them except for 
their preferred method of writing, 
whether that be a pad of paper, a 
journal or a laptop computer. 

If they have writing samples 
about their lives, they can bring 
those to class for comment and 
discussion.

“Telling your story, in your own 
words, is a wonderful gift to give 
your family and loved ones,” says 
Wes Copeland, Center director. 
“Ron is a gifted teacher and makes 
writing fun.”

Visit www.brazosportcenter.org, 
or call (979) 265-7661 for informa-
tion on the event.

Ron Rozelle
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do volunteer work and give to the 
needy in hopes that good works 
will assure them of a place in 
Heaven.

The Bible says none of these 
will suffice, because the ticket 
to Heaven is expensive - far too 
expensive for any human being to 
afford.

Does that mean we can never 
go there? No - and the reason 
is because Someone else has 
already purchased the ticket for 
us. That person is Jesus Christ, 
and the price He paid was His own 
blood, shed on the Cross for us.

Now He offers us the ticket to 
Heaven free and fully paid! Why 
refuse it? Why try some other 
way? Jesus’ invitation is still 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Someone already bought you a ticket to heaven
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Most people I know believe 
they will go to Heaven someday. 
My friends claim that salvation is 
totally free and all that is neces-
sary is to take it. Can this really 
be true - surely there must be 
some exchange? - S.S.

A: Preparing for Heaven is 
much like going on a journey. 
First, we must decide we want to 
go there. Next, we must prepare 
for the trip by making things 
ready, even purchasing a ticket. 
We may say, “How is it possible 
to purchase a ticket to Heaven?” 
Others may ask, “How can we be 
good enough to be accepted into 
Heaven never having darkened 
the door of a church?” Still some 
may rely on the fact that they 

open: “Let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the 
water of life freely” (Revelation 
22:17).

There is a transaction that 
takes place because this free 
gift is offered to those who are 
willing to repent of sin and turn to 
Christ. We turn from something 
to Someone and exchange sin 
for salvation. God’s Holy Spirit 
makes this possible. Receive 
Him today.

journeyman QB Josh Johnson. 
As if losing to the Washington 

Snyders last Sunday wasn’t bad 
enough, Detroit just got stuffed by 
an XFL team.

A fine mess
In addition to Myles Garrett’s 

indefinite suspension for bonking 
Steelers QB Mason Rudolph on the 
head with his own helmet, the NFL 
docked the Browns DE $45,623.

Which neatly breaks down to 
a $45,000 fine, plus the standard 
$623 convenience/handling fee.

Let’s fix stupid
Not that football needs another 

rule or anything, but any player who 
goes nutso celebrating a first down, 
a touchdown or a turnover – when 
his team is trailing by three or more 
scores – should get flagged 15 
yards for stupidity.

Booze problem
Michigan bar owners were curs-

ing their luck last week when they 
were hit with a statewide alcohol 
shortage on the eve of the year’s 
biggest drinking day, the day before:

a) Thanksgiving

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

 I’m sure he wished he’d 
broken into the house in 

‘Home Alone’
What do you get when you cross 

bad luck with dumb luck?
Answer: The unlucky sap who 

broke into the home of an 82-year-
old woman named Willie Murphy. As 
in the Willie Murphy who can dead-
lift 225 pounds – more than twice 
her weight – which helped her win 
the 2014 World Natural Powerlifting 
Federation Lifter of the Year award.

By the time police arrived to 
rescue the perp, she’d clobbered 
him with a table, poured shampoo 
in his face and was beating him with 
a broom.

“I was whaling on that man,” 
Murphy told her hometown Roches-
ter (N.Y.) Democrat and Chronicle. 
“Cause I said to myself, ‘If it’s my 
time to go to hell, I’m taking him 
with me!’ “

Going to the dogs
Ole Miss receiver Elijah Moore 

drew a costly unsportsmanlike-con-

duct penalty after a TD catch in a 
one-point game when he celebrated 
by getting down on all fours and lift-
ing his leg like a dog at a hydrant.

The official who threw the flag 
certainly puts a whole new spin on 
“Looking out for No. 1.”

The daily grind
Customs officials seized 154 

pounds of bologna at the Mexican 
border. Or roughly two hours’ worth 
of Bill Walton game commentary.

Truth in advertising
The Mariners signed a free-agent 

righty to put in their starting rotation: 
Kendall Graveman.

To no one’s surprise, he tends to 
bury a lot of breaking balls in the 
dirt.

Col waiting
Nary an NFL team has con-

tacted Colin Kaepernick since the 
blackballed QB’s wonky workout on 
Nov. 16. 

“I’m absolutely stunned,” said 
absolutely nobody.

No-town
The Los Angeles Wildcats have 

blocked the Lions from signing 

b) the Wolverines play Ohio 
State.

One men’s trash ...
The once-mighty Golden State 

Warriors were 3-13 after 16 games 
this season. “Hey, we’d take that,” 
said the Cincinnati Bengals.

Big men on campus
Texas A&M made college-football 

history this season by playing three 
teams – Clemson, Alabama and 
LSU – that were top-ranked in the 
AP poll at the time the teams met.

What, no Ohio State?
Talking the talk

• Jim Barach of JokesByJim 
.blogspot.com, after the Patriots set 
an NFL record by winning 10 games 
for the 17th straight season: “It 
was close this year, but the Detroit 
Tigers were also able to do the 
same.”

• Comedian Argus Hamilton, after 
a critic called Oklahoma’s football 
locker room too extravagant: “It was 
the Sultan of Brunei.”

Hold that line
Hundreds of climate-change 

protesters stormed the field at 
Yale Bowl, delaying the start of the 

second half of the Harvard-Yale 
football game by more than an hour.

Needless to say, Yale doesn’t 
lead the Ivy League in rush 
defense.

Quote marks
• Gregg Drinnan at GregDrinnan 

.com, on the two hockey teams 
– Toronto Maple Leafs and Moose 
Jaw Warriors – that have fired 
coach Mike Babcock: “The big 
difference is that the Warriors didn’t 
owe him about $23 million when 
they did the deed.”

• Mike Hart of the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, upon spotting a 
$24.99 Vince Lombardi custom 
ornament on eBay: “It would be 
great if this thing barked, ‘What the 
hell is going on out there?’ after you 
unwrap an ugly Christmas sweater.”

• Clippers guard Patrick Beverley, 
to ESPN, on growing up in West 
Chicago: “Coming from where I 
come from, I didn’t have the luxury 
of having a trust fund. Or money 
from generations. Or the luxury of 
hoppin’ into the family business, you 
know? It’s either hoop or you sell 
dope.”

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Encircled by
5 Note from the boss
9 Strolls through the shallows
14 Calf-length skirt
15 Words while anteing
16 Make a speech
17 High school infatuation
19 Wash lightly
20 Slowpoke in a shell
21 Worker’s allowance for illness

23 Tide table term
26 U.K. flying squad
27 Detriment to air quality
30 A few hours for doing whatever
36 Prune, as a branch
37 Colombian metropolis
38 Capital of Morocco
39 Not a close game, a headline for 
which may include the end of 17-, 
30-, 46- or 63-Across
43 Runway gait

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
RAVEN  EAGLE  CRANE  EGRET  HERON  FINCH  ROBIN  GOOSE

44 Taunting remark
45 Bobby of hockey
46 Rich coffee lightener
49 “The __ the limit!”
50 One hovering around the flowers
51 Future atty.’s exam
53 Ground beef dish
58 Coffeehouse flavor
62 Quarterback’s “Snap the ball at 
the second ‘hut’”
63 One of two Senate “enforcers”
66 Tall story?
67 Ohio border lake
68 Roof overhang
69 Place for road trip luggage
70 Amount owed
71 Scott who sued for his freedom

DOWN
1 Lbs. and oz., e.g.
2 Personal bearing
3 Bit of brainwork
4 “Fine” eating experience
5 Former Russian space station
6 Grounded Aussie bird
7 “Swing and a __, strike one”
8 Available for the job
9 Company employees, as a group
10 Like the Mojave
11 “The X-Files” agent Scully
12 Crafts website
13 Experiences with one’s eyes
18 MLB’s Indians, on scoreboards
22 Litter box user
24 Slightly
25 Paperwork accumulation
27 Walk through puddles
28 __ Carlo
29 Met performance
31 Gnatlike insect
32 Kit__: candy bar
33 Former Apple laptop
34 Comedy’s Cable Guy
35 Galactic distances: Abbr.
37 Urban distance unit
40 Toyota RAV4, e.g.
41 Lab vessel
42 PCs, originally
47 Top corp. officer
48 Gathered from the field
49 Stuck in a hold
52 Acker of “Person of Interest”
53 Castle protector
54 __’acte
55 Westernmost Aleutian island
56 Jacob or Esau
57 Taxi meter figure
59 Scorch
60 50-Across home
61 Made fun of
64 Make fun of
65 Vietnamese New Year
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Appear-
ances can be deceiving. You may 
be a stickler for propriety in public 
but a tickler of funny bones in 
private. Embrace opportunities to 
meet new people and your horizons 
will broaden.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If 
you can’t rise above it, you might 
find a way to go under it. Your high 
ideals may become supercharged 
and your imagination limitless in 
the week ahead. Use your head to 
circumvent obstacles to your ambi-
tions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It 
may be difficult to feel comfortable 
in your own skin during the next 
several days. You may not feel quite 
at your best, especially if you are 
stuck with menial tasks.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Unpredictable conditions on the job 
site or near your workplace might 
make for some strangely altered 
conditions. However, unexpected 
situations may also give you a 
chance to meet new people.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Someone may say “yes,” or 
someone may agree, but it could be 
that not everyone is on the same 
page as you. You might expect too 
much from a new purchase or from 
someone’s casual assurances.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Facts may be more valuable to you 
than fantasies. Boring, repetitive 
tasks are easy to endure when they 
are balanced by news of an upcom-
ing outing or an exciting personal 
opportunity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Tune in and listen carefully because 
someone’s words could be music to 
your ears. You may have opportuni-
ties for enrichment events. Remain 
open to new cultural experiences 
and eager to learn.

 CANCER (June 21-July 
22): You and a partner may find 
yourselves aligned in the desire for 
material security and the various 
ways you might ensure that. Achiev-
ing your joint ambitions dominates 
every waking moment.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): A sales pitch you hear might be 
misleading; wait for better timing to 
sign contracts or purchase big-ticket 
items. Consider getting advice 
because you probably shouldn’t 
trust your personal economic and 
emotional indicators.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
There is always something new to 
learn, and you might feel inspired 
to look up any word or concept you 
don’t yet know. You might make 
an effort to update your financial 
knowledge base.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You tend to give when everyone 
else has a hand out. Keeping a 
smile on your face could be easy . 
The boss may be demanding, but 
you have plenty of latitude to do 
what you please at home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You can’t recapture your youth or 
childhood, but you may still feel 
quite young at heart. If you find a 
$20 bill in your pocket, it might be 
spent frivolously on whimsical gifts.

  History of the World On This Day
December 10

1830 - Emily Dickinson was born 
in Amherst, MA. Only seven of her 
works were published while she was 
alive.

1901 - The first Nobel prizes were 
awarded.

1906 - U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt became the first Ameri-
can to be awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize, for helping mediate an end to 
the Russo-Japanese War.

December 11
1844 - Dr. Horace Wells became 

the first person to have a tooth 
extracted after receiving an anes-
thetic for the dental procedure. 
Nitrous Oxide, or laughing gas, was 
the anesthetic.

1894 - The world’s first motor 
show opened in Paris with nine 
exhibitors.

1941 - Germany and Italy 
declared war on the United States. 

December 12
1792 - In Vienna, 22-year-old 

Ludwig van Beethoven received one 
of his first lessons in music compo-
sition from Franz Joseph Haydn.

1800 - Washington, D.C. was 

established as the capital of the 
United States.

1912 - The Mother’s Day Interna-
tional Association was incorporated 
with the purpose of furthering mean-
ingful observations of Mother’s Day.

December 13
1913 - It was announced by 

authorities in Florence, Italy, that 
the “Mona Lisa” had been recov-
ered. The work was stolen from the 
Louvre Museum in Paris in 1911.

1955 - Bulletin publisher John 
Toth was born.

1966 - The rights to the first four 
Super Bowls were sold to CBS and 
NBC for total of $9.5 million.

1991 - North Korea and South 
Korea signed a historic non-aggres-
sion agreement.

December 14
1896 - Gen. James H. Doolittle, 

who led the first air raid on Japan 
during World War II, was born.

1900 - Professor Max Planck of 
Berlin University revealed his revo-
lutionary Quantum Theory.

1903 - Orville Wright made the 
first attempt at powered flight. The 
engine stalled during take-off, and 

the plane was damaged in the 
attempt. Three days later, after 
repairs were made, the modern 
aviation age was born when the 
plane stayed aloft for 12 seconds 
and flew 102 feet.

December 15
1877 - Thomas Edison patented 

the phonograph.
1925 - The third Madison Square 

Gardens opened.
1938 - U.S. President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt presided over the 
ground-breaking ceremonies for the 
Jefferson Memorial in Washington, 
DC.

December 16
1901 - “The Tale of Peter Rabbit,” 

by Beatrix Potter, was printed for the 
first time.

1912 - The first postage stamp to 
depict an airplane was issued was a 
20-cent parcel-post stamp.

1950 - U.S. President Truman 
proclaimed a national state of emer-
gency in order to fight “Communist 
imperialism.”

1981 - The U.S. Congress 
restored the $122 minimum monthly 
social security benefit.

Jumbles: TUMMY  ADMIT  SEASON  HICCUP
Answer: Even without a brain, the scarecrow could do anything he -- PUT HIS MIND TO

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu is subject to change.
Wednesday, Dec. 11: Chicken & 

Dumplings, corn, fried okra, beets, 
pears & cottage cheese, cornbread, 
dessert.

Thursday, Dec. 12: Oven-fried 
chicken, macaroni & cheese, car-
rots, mustard greens, slaw, biscuits, 
dessert.

Friday, Dec. 13: Salisbury 
steak/gravy, Boston baked beans, 
vegetable medley, pea salad, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Monday, Dec. 16: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, peas, corn, pears & cot-
tage cheese, garlic sticks, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 17: CHRISTMAS 
BANQUET: Ham, dressing/gravy; 
sweet potatoes, green beans, fruit 
salad, rolls, pecan pie.

 Served at 11:30 a.m. For Meals 
on Wheels, call by 9:30 a.m. For 
takeout, call by 10:30 a.m., ready 
at 11 a.m. For low salt or low sugar 
diets, call before 8:30 a.m. (979) 
345-5955



New colorectal cancer screening guidelines
Mayo Clinic News Network

The American College of Phy-
sicians has produced a guidance 
statement for colorectal cancer 
screening for patients who are at 
an average risk. This statement 
is based on a critical review of 
existing national guidelines.

“Patients who are age 50 to 
75 who are asymptomatic, and 
don’t have prior precancerous 
polyps or a family history of 
colorectal cancer, are consid-
ered average risk,” says Dr. 
Frank Sinicrope, a Mayo Clinic 
gastroenterologist and medical 
oncologist.

While various groups have 
offered colorectal screening 
guidelines, the American College 
of Physician’s guidance state-
ment is meant to provide health 
care providers with recommen-
dations based on available data 
on when and how to appropri-
ately screen average risk adult 
for colorectal cancer.

“While several screen-
ing options are available, it 
is recommended that doc-
tors discuss options with their 
patients and consider a variety 
of factors, such as benefits, 
risks, frequency, cost and patient 
preferences. All of these factors 
are important in making a rec-
ommendation to the patient for 

screening,” says Sinicrope.
Colorectal cancer is the second-

leading cause of cancer-related 
death among people in the U.S. 
It can affect anyone at any age. 
However, it typically affects older 
adults.

Recommended colorectal cancer 
screening tests include stool-based 
studies and direct visualization 
tests, such as flexible sigmoidos-
copy or colonoscopy.

These are the suggested 
screening tests and intervals:

Fecal immunochemical test: 

or high-sensitivity, guaiac-based 
fecal occult blood test. This test is 
recommended every two years.

Colonoscopy: This test is rec-
ommended every 10 years.

Flexible sigmoidoscopy: This 
test is recommended every 10 
years, along with a fecal immuno-
chemical test every two years.

Sinicrope says it is important 
to note that any abnormal stool-
based screening test will require 
that a colonoscopy be performed.

When selecting a screening test, 
considerations include benefits 
and potential risks. For example, 
colonoscopy risks include bleed-
ing or perforation. These risks 
are relatively uncommon, but are 
increased in patients who are 
elderly and in those with certain 
underlying diseases.

The screening guidelines are for 
average-risk patients and do not 
apply to those at increased risk, 
such as those with a history of pre-
cancerous polyps of the colon or 
family history of colorectal cancer, 
or those who have inflammatory 
bowel disease.

How to keep your heating system safe
As the nights gets darker and 

colder, we start to rely on our heat-
ing systems more and more. It’s no 
surprise then that nearly all home 
fires from heating equipment take 
place in the winter months.

According to the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA), in a 
span of four years, “heating equip-
ment was involved in an estimated 
56,000 reported U.S. home struc-
ture fires, with associated losses of 
470 civilian deaths, 1,490 civilian 
injuries, and $1 billion in direct 
property damage.”

But it’s not just home fires 
that you have to worry about. In 
addition to home fire injuries and 
deaths, heating systems can also 
cause gas leaks, carbon monoxide 
poisoning, water leaks, electrical 
shocks, and more.

Your heating system and portable 
space heater can cause a fire if 
you’re not careful.

Professional heating mainte-
nance should be conducted every 
year. Additionally, it’s important to 
keep anything flammable far away 
from all heating equipment, which 
includes electric stove heaters, 
candles, lamps, kerosene, gasoline, 
generators, petrol, barbecues, fur-
naces, and portable space heaters. 
There should always be a minimum 

3-foot clearance around all of 
your heating equipment.

• Test smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detectors every 
30 days.

• Replace all smoke and CO 
detectors at least every 10 years 
or as instructed by the manufac-
turer.

• Interconnected, hardwired 
smoke and CO detectors are 
best.

• Use both types of smoke 
alarms (ionization and photo-
electric) or “combination” smoke 
alarms. Learn more about smoke 
alarm safety.

• Have your fireplace and chim-
ney inspected once a year. Use 
a mesh screen or glass cover for 
fires. Wait until ashes are cool 
before removing them. Discard in 
a metal container and place the 
container outside, far away from 
the home and garage.

• Never leave candles or space 
heaters unattended. Turn off 
space heaters before going to 
bed.

• Always plug space heaters 
directly into an outlet, never an 
extension cord.

• Water your Christmas tree 
frequently and dispose of dried- 
out trees on time.

Page 16  THE BULLETIN   December 10, 2019  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


