
Dec. 16

© 2017

December 12, 2017
Our 24th Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

PLEASE 
TAKE ONE

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin

Like us on Facebook

(Continued on Page 12)

FREE

(Continued on Page 10)

The
Weekly Bulletin

Why some companies 
have changed their 

names and why we’re 
glad that they did

Companies 
and names

Moody Gardens 
Festival of 

Lights free ticket 
contest winners

SEE  PAGE 5

We’re all in 
this together

WE CAN HELP

The Angleton Cemetery Association is again participating in Wreaths 
Across America to honor our fallen veterans.

A ceremony is planned at the cemetery, 328 Cemetery Road, Angleton, to 
honor those who have served and sacrificed. A wwreath will be laid on every 
veteran’s grave following the ceremony starting at 11 a.m.

The public is invited. For more information, or to sponsor a weath, call 
(979) 849-8491. The organziation is a non-profit 502c-13.

Angleton cemetery to honor fallen veterans

Rozelle to debut his new book on Sam Houston Dec. 14
The Center for the Arts and 

Sciences in Clute will host a bool 
release party for “Exiled: The Last 
Days of Sam Houston,” by Ron 
Rozelle, Thursday, Dec. 14.

Ron Rozelle’s masterful bio-
graphical portrait here lingers on 
Houston’s final years, especially 
as lived out in Huntsville, when so 
much of his life’s work seemed on 

the verge of coming undone. Art-
fully written for the general reader, 
the book is a compelling look at 
Sam Houston’s legacy and twilight 
years.

The event starts at 5:30 p.m. 
with a meet and greet, followed by 
selected readings by Rozelle and 
the a book signing.

The event is free and the public 
is invited.

Rozelle’s columns run weekly in 
The Bulletin. 

For more information, call the 
Center at (979) 265-7661.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

When we first started The Bul-
letin, I wasn’t all that infatuated by 
its name.

We were not really a bulletin. 
Daily papers tend to choose that 
title.  We are a weekly. Our function 
is different than that of a daily paper.

But the name stuck, and after 
a few issues 
back in 1994, 
we decided to 
keep it.

But, compa-
nies change their 
names for a lot of 
reasons.  Some-
times the initial 
name just is not 

a good fit. Hindsight being 20-20, 
we are now glad that some of those 
companies made those changes. 
Here are a few examples:

Google
According to mentalfloss.com, 

Google was initially named Back-
Rub. It lasted less than a year. The 
name “Google” was trademarked on 
Sept. 15, 1997.

I cannot imagine “BackRub-
bing” some subject that we are 
now “Googling.” Google is actually 
a misspelling of the mathematical 
term googol.  It is a an expression 
for the number 1 followed by 100 
zeros and reflected  Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin’s mission “to organize 
the world’s information and make it 
universally accessible and useful.” 

They were the founders of the 

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contrinuting Editor

There’s a good chance that when 
you were in high school you were 
told by your senior English teacher 
to read a rambling bit of business 
called “Meditation 17”, by John 
Donne. Don’t feel bad if you don’t 
remember it, because it’s hardly a 
riveting page-turner. Which is a moot 

point anyway 
since it is bless-
edly brief enough 
to fit on just one 
page.

Donne was a 
contemporary of, 
and much over-
shadowed by, 
a fellow by the 

name of Shakespeare. But in that 
single essay — I confess to being 
totally ignorant of the 16 meditations 
that came before it or any that might 
have come after — he provided, 
buried amid the thorny wording, a 
couple of the most quoted lines in 
the English language.

“No man is an island” and “ask 
not for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for 
thee” both outlived Donne. And they 
will outlive you and me.

When they were written, in the 
early 1600s, there was a custom 
throughout Europe that when 
somebody died, the first thing a 
member of the family did was go to 
the local church to inform the priest, 
who rang the church bell. When 
townsfolk heard it they wondered, of 
course, who it was ringing for. It was 
the equivalent of us scanning the 

THE WORDSMITH
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ABOUT US
John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 

information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. on 

Tuesday.
Our 24th year of publishing!

Deal of the week: 
Inexpensive advertising 
that works is our specialty. 
Call (979) 849-5407 and 
see for yourself.

Drivers: $5,000 Sign-On!
Big Miles=Big Money!!

Company, Lease, or O/O.
CDL-A, with H&T End.

866-451-4495

IT’S NOT YOU, IT’S ME … KER-SPLASH! A high-powered Wall 
Street banker took his Russian girlfriend of a year-and-half to a nice 
romantic dinner at a restaurant near his vacation home in the Bahamas. 
While there, she took the opportunity to ask him casually for $50,000 to 
start a marketing business. So he broke up with her. In response, she 
dumped his Mercedes into his swimming pool.

NICE GESTURE, THOUGH, SIR: A man who was wanted for 
probation violations turned  doughnuts for the cops. They locked him up 
anyway.

THIS SHOULDN’T BE A PROBLEM: Someone who had an 
infestation of spiders under his trailer in Tucson, Ariz., decided to clear 
them out with a propane torch. Guess how that turned out. Go ahead, 
guess. If you guessed major fire damage to the residence, congratula-
tions.

TAKE THIS, YOU PIG!: A woman who got into an argument with 
her boyfriend at their apartment in Goldsboro, N.C., put an end to it by 
slapping him in the face with a package of bacon.

JUST TRYING TO GET COMFY: A man disrobed before getting 
into a massage chair at a mall in Lawrence Township, N.J. When a 
security guard told him to get his clothes back on, he punched him in the 
face.

AND WE WON’T ARREST YOU, HONEST: Police retrieved 10 
potted marijuana plants in a lot near 45th Avenue in Gainesville, Fla. 
They announced that the owner could come and claim them at police 
headquarters.

ARE YOU SURE THAT’S HIM, MA’AM? A woman who was 
knocked to the ground and groped in Cincinnati identified her assailant 
in a lineup. He had a tattoo on his forehead that read, “I’m a porn star.”

AND I THOUGHT WE HAD SOMETHING SPECIAL: A man 
who picked up a woman at the Whiskey Trader’s Lounge in New York 
City and took her home for a one-night stand frolicked with her until 4 
a.m. But he awoke at noon to find her gone, along with his high-priced 
wristwatch and camera, which had a total value of $2,000.

NOW LET’S DO THE HAPPY DANCE! Surveillance video 
showed three men who successfully broke into a car in Henrico County, 
Va., were so happy that they started hugging each other.

THIS ONLY MAKES IT WORSE: A Penn State college student 
ran away when police tried to arrest him for using a fake ID to get into a 
local bar. When the cops caught up with him, he bit one of them on the 
finger, increasing the charges against him to resisting arrest and assault 
on a police officer.

Alvin Co. hiring com-
mercial cabinet fabri-
cators and installers. 
Send work history to: 
resumes@phxcs.net or fax 
to: 281-585-6021

Alvin Co. hiring bobtail 
delivery truck drivers &  
must also work in ware-
house, etc. Send work his-
tory to: resume@phxcs.net 
or fax to: 281-585-6021
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. On an unnamed mountain 
and unexplored region of one of 
the greenest countries on earth, 
the scientists arrived by heli-
copter, feeling like they were 
“the first humans ever to pass 
the night there.”  Why were they 
there?

A. Situated on Suriname’s 
Grensgeberte Mountains on the 
border with Brazil, the 18 group 
members included ornithologists, 
botanists, “fish squeezers and 
snake grabbers,” all in search of 
new species, says science and 
nature writer Richard Conniff in 
“Smithsonian” magazine.  As part 
of Conservation International, 
their goal was “to identify and 
protect biodiversity worldwide,” 

supported by a team tasked to 
transfer some 6600 pounds of 
equipment by water or land to the 
remote site.

Thus far, humans have identi-
fied about 2 million of the 10-100 
million species awaiting discovery 
and naming. The process is pain-
fully slow, requiring a specialized 
taxonomist to compare a promis-
ing species with already estab-
lished ones and, if approved, to 
affix the new species with a com-
monly accepted scientific name.

All told, the expedition came 
back with some 60 species 
new to science.  Conservation 
International will use this data to 
help inspire Suriname’s National 
Assembly to earmark 72,000 
square kilometers of rainforest as 
a nature preserve, possibly a step 
toward making species discov-
ery a powerful nation brand for 
Suriname. 

Q. Imagine a hand poised 
over a book page, with one 
finger fitted with a tiny camera. 
What might come next?

A. With HandSight, a blind 
person could actually read more 
easily, says Aviva Rutkin in “New 
Scientist” magazine.  Developed 
by University of Maryland’s Jon 
Froehlich and team, this tiny 
camera - originally used for 

endoscopies — fits on the tip 
of the finger, and as the wearer 
follows a line of text, a com-
puter reads it out loud.  Audio or 
kinesthetic cues gently nudge 
the finger into the right position.  
Eventually, Froehlich envisions “a 
smartphone-like device that blind 
people could use to discern other 
visual characteristics, like colors 
and patterns,” helping give them 
a sense of the non-tactile world 
around them.

Q. You’ll be lionized indeed 
if you can explain the origins 
of the following words derived 
from animals: “blackbird,” 
“chicken hawk,” “spread-eagle” 
and “dog days.”

A. Being “lionzed,” of course, 
puts you in the company of the 
king of animals, so you’re viewed 
as an object of great impor-
tance, says Anu Garg on his 
A.Word.A.Day website.  “Black-
bird” is the term for someone 
from the South Pacific Islands 
who, “from the 1860s to 1904 was 
kidnapped to mine guano in Peru 
and work in sugarcane and cotton 
plantations in Australia and Fiji, 
and elsewhere.”  Hence the word 
meant an indentured laborer or 
slave kidnapped from the South 
Pacific.

Another word from the birds 
is “chicken hawk,” drawing on 
the slang for both “chicken” (a 
coward) and “hawk” (someone 
favoring aggressive policy).  Thus 
the phrase, first used in 1827, 
means “a person who favors 
military action yet has avoided 
military service.”  And “spread-
eagle” draws on the iconic 
representation of an eagle with 
outspread wings and gives us two 
meanings: “to position someone 
with arms and legs stretched out” 
and “to be boastful in a display of 
nationalistic pride.”

Finally, “dog days” are associ-
ated with the month of August, 
so named for the hottest period 
of the summer and suggesting a 
period of stagnation and lethargy.  
Its origin is from “Sirius,” the Dog 
Star, that rises and sets with the 
sun around that time of year, 
and comes from the Greek word 
“seirios” for “scorching.” 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

DID YOU KNOW?
• When Christopher Columbus 

needed a place to store his loot, he 
went to the Banco di San Giorgio in 
Genoa, Italy—the first bank ever.

• Phoenix, Arizona used to be 
named Pumpkinville.

• Los Angeles used to have a 
much longer name meaning “Town 
of our Lady, the Queen of Angels of 
the Little Portion.”

• Chicago gets its name from the 
Algonquian word for “wild garlic.”
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Look for practical, meaningful holiday gift ideas 
By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

Even my young grandkids know 
it’s Christmas shopping season. 
Seems every store or television 
channel — especially the ones 
designated for kiddos — pops up 
items that encourages them to 
say, “I want that!”

My preference is for gifts that 
nourish the practical side and are 
meaningful as well. Here are some 
ideas that may help serve those 
purposes:

Shop locally first. I’ve found 
many of the freshest and most 
unique gifts close to home. And 
every purchase in our small town 
gives a gift back to local mer-
chants and neighbors.

Give gifts that give life. 
Organizations like Heifer Interna-
tional www.heifer.org gratefully 
accept donations in the name of 
your special someone. Just $20 
buys a flock of chickens for a 
family in need of life-sustaining 
nutrition. (Each hen can lay 200 
protein-packed eggs a year.) $60 
buys a fruit or nut tree to feed a 
family for years to come.

Go retro. For tea drinkers on 
your list, Russell Hobbs — a Euro-
pean brand that recently launched 
in the United States — features 
a cute 1.7 liter (about 7 cups) 
electric kettle for boiling water fast. 
Retro design — meaning it looks 
very familiar from my recent past 
— features a gauge that shows the 
temperature of your water. Comes 
in a variety of colors and looks 
really cute on a kitchen counter. 

Available on Amazon.com
Personalize and give 

back at the same time. Wine 
drinkers will appreciate a personal-
ized selection from Josh Cellars 
(joshcellars.com). Through the holi-
day season, this winery will donate 
$1 from each bottle and/or label 
purchased to Operation Gratitude, a 
program that sends care packages 
to first responders, veterans and 
U.S. service men and women and 
their families.

Stuff stockings with cook-
friendly items. Your favorite 
home chefs and gadget guys will 

Quinn on Nutrition

appreciate these “unitaskers” from 
chefn.com that can pit, slice and 
scoop avocados, hull strawberries 
and strip off corn kernels. They 
are easy to use, colorful and don’t 
take up much room in kitchen 
drawers.

Give hope. For less than 
$15, international relief orga-
nization, Samaritan’s Purse, 
samaritanspurse.org can provide 
hot meals for a child or feed a 
hungry baby for a week. It’s a 
great way to honor someone on 
your gift list who doesn’t really 
want another tie or sweater.

Homemade works, too. 
My most treasured gifts are those 
baked, assembled or otherwise 
created by those I love. May we 
teach our kids to want that, too.

(Barbara Quinn is a registered 
dietitian and certified diabetes 
educator affiliated with Com-
munity Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula. She is the author 
of “Quinn-Essential Nutrition” 
(Westbow Press, 2015). Email her 
at to barbara@quinnessentialnutr
ition.com.)
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t hide your identity as a Christian
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I’ve met a number of 
people through social media on 
my computer, but a couple of 
them deleted me recently when 
I mentioned I was a Christian. 
This hurt, because I enjoy meet-
ing people this way. Would it be 
wrong for me not to say any-
thing about my faith? - S.J.

A: Jesus never promised that 
everyone would like us if we 
became His followers. In fact, He 
said we shouldn’t be surprised 
if some people disagree with us 
and even reject us. Jesus warned, 
“’A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also” (John 
15:20).

Don’t hide your identity as a 
Christian. Instead, ask God to use 
you to touch the lives of some of 
those you meet on social media 
for Christ. Yes, a few may choose 
to reject you, but what about 

those who choose to remain your 
friends? Some (if not most) prob-
ably have never committed their 
lives to Christ; they may not even 
have thought much about God or 
what place He should have in their 
lives.

Ask God to give you wisdom to 
say the right thing at the right time, 
and to use your words to point 
others to the good news of Christ. 
God loves them just as much as 
He loves you, and Christ died for 
them just as much as He died for 
you. 

Don’t waste the opportunities 
God is giving you through these 
contacts. 

I’m amazed at the new ways 
God has given us to proclaim 
the Gospel today, including the 
Internet. Like any other technology, 
it can be used for great evil, but it 
also can be used for great good. 
The Bible says, “See, I have placed 
before you an open door that no 
one can shut” (Revelation 3:8).

Tribune Media Services 

  Bacterial conjunctivitis often 
shows up in younger children, and 
they have lots of matting of the eye 
lids and lashes and a mucopurulent 
discharge (gooey eyes).  The child 
often has a lot of tearing and will rub 
the eyes as they feel that something 
is in their eye and it is irritated.  

  Bacterial conjunctivitis will typi-
cally resolve in eight to 10 days on 
its own, but antibiotic eye drops are 
used to shorten the course of the 
pink eye and also reduce the con-
tagiousness. It seems as if every 
child in a daycare class room will 
get conjunctivitis as they constantly 
rub their eyes and touch toys. Hand 
washing helps, but you can’t wash a 
child’s hands every time they touch 

The Kid’s Doctor

The best treatment for pink eye
By Sue Hubbard, M.D.
www.kidsdr.com

   Any time the eye is pink, you 
have “pink eye.” Mothers seem to 
be quite confused by this, often 
commenting, “This is pink eye?” to 
which I respond, “Well, the child’s 
eye (conjunctiva) is pink (red); so, 
yes, this is pink eye.” The term is 
just a description of the eye, but 
then you need to determine why 
the eye is “pink.”

  Conjunctivitis is one of the 
most common causes of a pink 
eye, and there are many different 
types of conjunctivitis. As with 
any condition, the history is really 
important in helping to determine 
why a child’s eye is inflamed. Sev-
eral of the most common causes 
of “pink eye” are bacterial, viral 
and allergic conjunctivitis. 

their eyes. 
  Viral conjunctivitis usu-

ally occurs in combination with 
systemic viral illness. Sore throat, 
fever and a bright red eye are 
often seen in older children and 
teens, and it is due to adenovirus. 
While the eye is red, the discharge 
is typically watery and matting 
is much less common. These 
patients are contagious for up 
to 12 days, so it is important to 
practice good eye/hand hygiene, 
especially in the household. 

  Artificial tears may help the 
feeling of eye irritation, but antibac-
terial eye drops rarely help except 
in cases of a secondary infection. I 
get many phone calls from parents 
saying, “We tried prescription eye 
drops, and they are not working.” I 
make sure to tell my older patients 
to take out their contacts and wear 
glasses for seven to 10 days. 

Festival of Lights ticket winners
The last Bulletin ticket give-away 

contest was a huge success. We 
partnered with Moody Gardens 
to give away Festival of Lights 
tickets for the first time, and reader 
response was fantastic.

Some of you even decorated 
the entry envelopes to reflect the 
holiday mood,.

We have selected six winners at 
random to receive four tickets each 
to the event (a $63.80 value). The 
tickets have been mailed. Con-
gratulations to all, and thank you 

for reading The Bulletin.
The winners are: Philip Haddad 

of Alvin, who found the paper at 
Taco Bell; Aaron Cameron of 
Angleton, who picked it up at 
Buc-ees; Rosalinda Reyes of 
Freeport, who read the paper 
at the Angleton library; Barbara 
Stark of Clute, who found us at the 
Clute library; Sonia Ramirez of 
Clute, who picked up a copy at Ice 
Valley in Brazos Mall; and Charles 
Chance of Brazoria, who picked it 
up at the Brazoria laundromat.
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The Brazoria Lions Club’s 
traditional, decade-plus annual gun 
raffle drawing (99 long guns and a 
new Polaris 4-Wheeler ATV) takes 
place on Thursday, Dec. 14 with 
doors opening at 6 p.m. at the Bra-
zoria Heritage Foundation’s Lloyd 
Thomas Gym, 205 North Nevada 
St., downtown Brazoria.

The raffle tickets (only 3,500 tick-
ets will be sold) are for chances on 

99 long guns (shot guns and rifles) 
and a Polaris four-wheeler.

 Though winners need not be 
present to win, ticket holders are 
entitled to a barbeque sandwich, 
chips and a drink (catered by 
Kenjo’s) at the event for no addi-
tional charge.

The meal and social hour is from 
6 –7 p.m., immediately followed by 
the drawing. There will also be a 

silent and a live auction for a very 
limited number of items and addi-
tional “Card” drawings at the event.

The 100 prizes of the gun raffle 
are listed on the raffle ticket, and 
all prizes MUST be claimed within 
30 days of the drawing. Winners 
will have choices of calibers, and 
gauges on model drawn on hand 
– first come, first choice. Winners 
must pass a  background check.

Brazoria Lions gun raffle event scheduled for Dec. 14

Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that 
advertising in The Bulletin is good for your 

business.  Call (979) 849-5407.
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ads in The 
Bulletin. Shop locally this holiday season and support businesses 

who pay taxes in our community.
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MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE SPONSORS

News from the Brazoria County Library System
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December 16, 30
January classes pending

9am - 3pm

Ariana Nay tries to feed one of the ponies in the petting zoo during 
Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 2 at Alvin Community College.

Santa arrived early with breakfasts and presents at ACC
Hundreds of local families 

received a free breakfast, 
food, toys and a visit with St. Nick 
during Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 
2. The event is the culmination of 
the Alvin ISD and ACC Food and 
Toy Drive.

“The kids are really excited,” said 
Telsa Fisher, of Alvin. “This is a very 
nice event.”

Food and toys collected during 
the drive were distributed at two 
locations — the ACC campus in 
Alvin and Alvin ISD at Manvel High 
School.

The event was made possible 
through Alvin Community College, 
Alvin ISD and volunteers from the 
community and other civic organiza-
tions. Approximately 1,200 people 

were treated to a pancake breakfast 
and approximately 450 families 
were nominated to receive donated 
food and toys.

The event has been held for the 
past 29 years in conjunction with the 
Alvin ISD and ACC Food and Toy 
Drive. It was started by members of 
the ACC Church of Christ Student 
Fellowship.
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obituaries in the morning paper. A 
ritual that always reminds me of the 
comedian George Burns, who once 
said he checked them first thing 
every morning and, if he wasn’t in 
them, he made coffee.

In “Meditation 17,” John Donne 
says we shouldn’t even ask who 
that bell is tolling for, because it’s 
ringing for all of us. In other words, 
when one person dies, a little bit of 
all of us dies. Because, he con-
tends, we are all part of humanity, 
and when humanity is diminished 
by a single soul we are the less for 
it. By the same token, when one 
person is in difficulty, we all should 
feel a little of the pain. We’re all 
interconnected, Donne figured. Thus 
the “no man is an island” proclama-
tion.

To tell you the truth, in the senior 
English classes I used to teach, I, 
for whole decades, flew through this 
particular piece in the curriculum 
quickly, because all of my atten-
tion was focused on the upcoming 
month full of Shakespeare and 
Hamlet. Sort of like paying scant 
attention to an interesting little town 
because a big city is just up ahead.

Then came a couple of years 

when I was given a couple of 
reminders to slow down and rethink 
Meditation 17. One was in the form 
of a mighty storm, the other an 
economic recession.

During Hurricane Ike, it became 
obvious that islands — be they real 
or metaphorical — don’t fare well in 
devastating tempests. We all had 
to depend on each other for a few 
weeks on the Gulf Coast, and many 
a house, mine included, that had 
electricity and undamaged roofs 
filled up with people who didn’t usu-
ally live there. 

And more than a few folks, 
when they’d finished picking up the 
limbs and debris from their own 
yard, reported for similar duty for 
neighbors who couldn’t do it for 
themselves.

The other time when it became 
abundantly clear that there’s no 
room for islands was when the 
economy took a nosedive. During 
these dark days most of us had to 
do a little more soul-searching and 
calculating than usual, to see how 
we could be of some assistance 
to people in suddenly dire circum-
stances, or to determine ways we 
could sacrifice or modify or put 
things off for a while. Like one of my 

‘Meditation 17’ as current now as ever
(Continued from Page 1)

At a recent meeting at Bethel Presbyterian Church in East Columbia, 
the guest speaker was Cindy Vallar with her book “The Scottish 
Thistle,” and she also spoke on the pirate Jean Lafitte of Galveston. 
Pictured left is Bartlett Ramsey, President of Cradle of Texas Chapter, 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and Denise Slaydon, 1st Vice 
President. Seated is Cindy Vallar of the LaFitte Society in Galveston.

DRT hosts LaFitte Society speaker
former students who volunteered to 
come home from his university for a 
semester to live at home and take 
courses at a junior college because 
his mother was laid off at work. Like 
countless people who postponed 
trips, and families who decided, that 
Christmas, to draw names rather 
than give everybody presents. Like 
the young granddaughter of a friend  
who told her mom that she didn’t 
really need a Hannah Montana 
video. That she just didn’t want her 
daddy to look so sad.

After those reminders I paid better 
attention to “Meditation 17” when 
I got to it every year. Because old 
John Donne was on to something 
with his “no man is an island” idea. 

A century or so later Benjamin 
Franklin would take up the theme 
again. “We must all hang together,” 
he mused, at the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence, “or assur-
edly we shall all hang separately.”

Well said, gentlemen. We’re all in 
this together. And, together, we’ll all 
make it through just fine.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

At a recent meeting of the First Capitol Study Club, member and mayor 
of West Columbia Laurie Kincannon gave an interesting talk on the 
history of West Columbia. The First Capitol Study Club started in the 
1940s to promote social and intellectual advancement and lofty ideas of 
cultural and gracious womanhood. The Chapter gives a scholarship to a 
Columbia-Brazoria student each year and has helped in the restoration 
of historical homes and the First Capitol Replica. Pictured left to right:  
Mayor Laurie Kincannon and President Frances Baird.

Mayor Kincannon speaks to study club

Dow Honored by U.S. Chamber Foundation for community investment
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Foundation Corporate Citizen-
ship Center recognized Dow and 
its contributions to the Brazosport 
Area in Texas as an honoree for 
the Revitalize America Award on 
Wednesday, Nov. 15, in Washington, 
D.C. Presented during this year’s 
Corporate Citizenship Awards Gala, 
the Revitalize America Award honors 
businesses that are helping build 
stronger communities, such as Bra-
zosport, by investing in employment 
opportunities in the U.S.

“When Dow invests in a commu-
nity, we go all in. We build facilities, 
we create jobs, we support educa-
tion, and we aim to address the com-
munity’s greatest needs,” said Rob 
Vallentine, director of North America 
site public affairs and president of 
The Dow Chemical Company Foun-
dation. “This honor is a testament to 
our focus year-round on supporting 
sustainable communities in Texas 
and around the world—doing our 
part to make the communities where 
we not only work, but live healthy, 

vibrant, and resilient places to be.”
Dow has a long and prosper-

ous history in Texas. Outside the 
birthplace of Dow in Midland, Michi-
gan, Texas was Dow’s first major 
investment as a company. When 
operations began nearly 80 years 
ago in Freeport, it set Dow on a path 
of growth and diversification that has 
charted the course for the company 
and community’s future.

“We have all heard the saying 
‘Everything is Bigger in Texas’ but we 
are proud to say that Dow’s Texas 
Operations site in Brazoria County 
is truly getting bigger. Since 2012, 
the site has added five world-scale 
manufacturing facilities, creating 
thousands of construction jobs and 
hundreds of permanent jobs locally,” 
said Rich Wells, vice president of 
operations for the U.S. Gulf Coast 
and site director for Texas Opera-
tions. “And this has an important 
multiplier effect...for every job cre-
ated in the petrochemical industry, 
an estimated 6-8 additional jobs are 
created in the community.”

Today, the Texas Operations site in 
Freeport,  is Dow’s largest integrated 
chemical manufacturing site in the 
world. Its more than 40 manufactur-
ing plants work together to produce 
44 percent of Dow’s products sold 
in the U.S., and approximately 21 
percent of products sold globally.

Approximately 7,000 people work 
at Dow’s site in Freeport. Dow and 
its employees take an active role in 
the Brazosport community, which in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey is 
even more critical today.

 More than $1 million annually is 
invested in STEM education initia-
tives and local nonprofit organiza-
tions such as United Way and 
Habitat for Humanity, in addition to 
the time and talents of DowCorps 
volunteers.

“By investing in both jobs and the 
community, Dow is an active member 
of the communities where they oper-
ate,” said Marc DeCourcey, senior 
vice president of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation Corporate 
Citizenship Center.
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Car dealership teams up with SPCA

Before the Thanksgiving holiday, Chastang Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram in 
Angleton hosted a Bark + Drive Pet Adoption Day with the SPCA of Brazoria 
County. In conjunction with the event, the dealership donated $100 to the 
SPCA of Brazoria County for each car sold between Nov. 11 and 18. 
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Please ‘like’ our page on Facebook to get 
community news updates

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Charitable team
Mariners pitchers ranked fourth 

in home runs allowed last season.
Well, duh: Washington was 

the nation’s sixth-most chari-
table state in 2017, according to 
WalletHub.com.

Slick move
The IOC stripped Russian 

bobsledder Alexander Zubkov of 
his gold medals and banned him 
from further Olympics for doping.

Apparently his sled tested posi-
tive for Clark Griswold’s non-chlo-
ric, silicon-based kitchen lubricant 
spray.

Fake news
The front row of the Missouri 

State student section has added 
a female mannequin — dubbed 
Candy May — in hopes of 
increasing attendance and inter-
est at Bears sporting events, and 
she’s turned out to be a social-
media sensation.

“We’ll take 20,000,” said the 
L.A. Chargers.

Bad decision
Cavs star LeBron James 

ejected from a game for the first 
time in his 15-year NBA career 
— 1,082 regular-season games.

In other words, he took his 
talents to the locker room.

Happy birthdays
Bol Bol, Oregon’s prized 7-foot-

2 basketball recruit, turned 18 last 
month. Rumor has it he was born 
on Nov. 14, 15 and 16.

He, she and WWE
A man proposed to his girlfriend 

at “Monday Night Raw.”
That’s what she gets for saying 

she expected a humongous ring.
Shanked that one

An asteroid 3 miles in diameter 
is expected to miss Earth by 2 
million miles this month.

Not that we’ve been watching 
too much football or anything, but 
… wide left or wide right?

At TheKicker.com: “Kevin 
Durant returns to OKC, visits the 
birthplaces of six of his Twitter 
personas.”

At TheOnion.com: “Nick 
Saban undergoes cosmetic pro-
cedure to unfold arms.”

THESE SPOONS ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE REST: Sticking 
the right product in the right box is important, but these could be a 
new kind of spoons for really thick soup.

company, and many of us are really 
glad that they changed the name 
from BackRub, even though they 
had a little spelling problem along 
the way.

Yahoo
During its humble beginnings as 

a list of websites organized by Stan-
ford graduate students Jerry Yang 
and David Filo, Yahoo! was just 
named for its creators. By March 2, 
1995, the duo changed the name to 
Yahoo, which, they joked, was an 
acronym for “Yet Another Hierarchi-
cal Officious Oracle.” That’s better 
than Jerry and David’s Search 
Engine, even though the words 
behind the acronyms are geeky. 

Pepsi
In 1893, North Carolina druggist 

Caleb Davis Bradham invented a 
concoction of sugar, water, caramel, 
lemon oil, nutmeg, kola nuts, and a 
few other ingredients, and called it 
Brad’s Drink. 

In 1898, Bradham rebranded it 
“Pepsi-Cola” because he believed it 
was a health drink that helped with 
indigestion, also known as dyspep-
sia.

The medicinal function of Pepsi 
has not been proven, but at least 
we’re not drinking Brad’s Drink. 
That’s a good thing.

Subway
In 1965, 17-year-old Fred DeLuca 

took a $1000 loan from family friend 
Dr. Peter Buck to open a sandwich 
shop in Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
and named the shop after him. They 
sometimes had to shorten the name 

to fit outdoor signs and radio spots.
“When people heard the name 

‘Pete’s Submarines’ over the radio, 
they often thought they heard the 
words ‘pizza marine,’” DeLuca wrote 
in his autobiography. 

When customers showed up at 
his restaurant requesting seafood 
pizza, he knew they needed a 
simpler name. 

They changed it to “Pete’s 
Subway,” and eventually just 
“Subway” as the business grew.

Amazon
If you type “relentless.com” into 

your Google (or BackRub) browser, 
you’ll find yourself quickly redirected 
to Amazon. That’s because founder 
Jeff Bezos at first named his com-
pany Relentless. 

Friends felt that the word seemed 
a bit sinister, so he floated a few 
other ideas, including Awake, 
Bookmail, Browse, and Cadabra. 
The latter name, which referenced 
“Abracadabra,” was nixed when 
Bezos’s lawyer overheard it as 
“Cadaver” instead. 

“Amazon” was the winner 
because it suggested scale — the 
Amazon is the largest river in the 
world by volume — and because it 
started with “A,” which was valuable 
in an era when websites were often 
listed alphabetically.

There are many more of these 
interesting anecdotes of why 
companies have changed names. 
All you have to do is BackRub it - I 
mean Google it. 

Why some companies have changed their names, and why we’re glad that they did
(Continued from Page 1)

What were they thinking?

Awkward newspaper corrections
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may try to mix busi-
ness and pleasure in the upcoming week, but in some 
cases, it may be like mixing oil and water. You may have 
the impulse to bring new acquaintances into your home or 
into your confidence.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): This may be a great 
week to meet new friends or develop contacts who 
broaden your knowledge. You may feel compelled to 
pinch your pennies in the first half of the week when you 
should avoid making new investments.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): During the first half 
of the week you might not succeed no matter how much 
you try. Later in the week, focus on making your surround-
ings a place of peace and contentment. Invite trusted 
friends to visit.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Steer a straight 
course no matter how tempting it is to take a detour. You 
may be irked by companions who change their minds 
about business decisions at an awkward moment. Avoid 
arguments in the week ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You may sometimes 
feel lost in a forest without a breadcrumb trail. Remember 
that the scariest fairy tales have a happy ending. Maintain 
a positive attitude, and problems will resolve themselves 
during the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Open the windows and 
let in fresh air and sunshine. Avoid dark, gloomy places 
and people during the week to come. You may be chal-
lenged to deal with those who encourage you to dip into 
savings or change your investments.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1792, France’s King Louis XVI 
went before the Convention to 
face charges of treason. Louis was 
convicted, then executed the follow-
ing month. In 1961, a U.S. aircraft 
carrier carrying Army helicopters 
arrived in Saigon - the first direct 
American military support for South 
Vietnam’s battle against communist 
guerrillas.

Dec. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1792, Ludwig van Beethoven, 22, 
received his first lesson in music 
composition from Franz Joseph 

Haydn in Vienna. In 1988, PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat accepted 
Israel’s right to exist.

Dec. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1769, Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire, one of the eight Ivy 
League schools, received its char-
ter. In 2003, former Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein was captured by 
U.S. troops.

Dec. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1799, George Washington, the first 
president of the United States, died 
at age 67. In 1962, the U.S. space 
probe Mariner II approached Venus, 
transmitting information about the 
planet back to Earth.

Dec. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1890, Sioux Chief Sitting Bull and 
11 other tribe members were killed 
in Grand River, S.D., during a 
clash with tribal police. In 1939, the 
motion picture “Gone with the Wind” 
had its world premiere in Atlanta.

Dec. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1653, Oliver Cromwell became Lord 
Protector of England, Scotland and 

Ireland. In 1773, the “Boston Tea 
Party” took place as American colo-
nists dressed as Indians boarded 
a British ship and dumped more 
than 300 chests of tea overboard to 
protest tea taxes.

Dec. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1843, the novel “A Christmas Carol” 
by Charles Dickens was published. 
In 1903, brothers Orville and Wilbur 
Wright conducted the first success-
ful manned, powered airplane flight 
on a windy beach near Kitty Hawk, 
N.C.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1946, the 
United Nations accepted a gift of six 
city blocks on Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side from oil magnate John D. 
Rockefeller Jr. for construction of its 
international headquarters.

This week’s question: In 
1974, who was sworn in as Vice 
President of the United States after 
Gerald Ford had been elevated to 
the presidency following the resig-
nation of Richard Nixon?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

 ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the coming week, 
you are likely to be filled with warm feelings toward 
others. You may inadvertently step on some toes while 
seeking companionship. Heightened ambition could 
desensitize you to the word “no.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Guard against financial 
losses. The Full Moon may light up areas where you 
are spending money on numerous unnecessary fees, 
but it will add up. As this week unfolds, find ways to 
ensure your financial security.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The Full Moon in your 
sign may make you more aware of relationship issues 
as this week unfolds. You may look on the dark side 
and be pessimistic when you should be sympathetic. 
Hold off on key decisions.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Tune your conscious-
ness to the problems of the world. Solve environmental 
issues that are within reach; turn off a light or use a 
recycling bin. It may be difficult to attain your business 
goals in the early part of the week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Today’s Full Moon may 
reveal how much you rely upon the opinions of others. 
As the week unfolds, you may realize there is more 
to life than duty and ambition. Your focus may shift to 
creative activities or homegrown pleasures.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be proud of what you 
have, without coveting what others may have. New 
friendships and acquaintances could create some dis-
comfort in the week ahead if you spend too much time 
comparing possessions.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ALPHA  FRONT  DIVERT  SUDDEN
Answer: She adored Bruce Willis and always would, because she was a -- DIE-HARD FAN

DID YOU KNOW?
• In 1992, “Sesame Street” taped 

an episode where Snuffy’s parents 
got divorced, but it never aired—it 
was too upsetting for test audi-
ences.

• Two men were asked to leave 
a Walmart in Short Pump, Virginia, 
after they put a dead deer into a cart 
and rolled it into the store.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• People with “calendar synesthe-
sia” can literally see time, laid out in 
months and days, in front of them.

• The French verb “vesser” specifi-
cally means “to let out a silent fart.”

• In 2014, Wal-Mart recalled 
donkey meat in China after it was 
found to be contaminated—with fox 
meat.

• Lions lose their manes when 
they get injured. Males tend to avoid 

a long-maned rival, who is likely to 
be an undefeated combatant.

• Researchers have found three 
specific genes that are responsible 
for uncombable, perpetually tangled 
hair in children.

• Getting up from your desk for a 
few minutes at a time throughout the 
day boosts your mood and energy 
levels more than just morning 
exercise.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Think tank nuggets
6 Party freebies
10 Hurricane response org.
14 Confusion
15 Shakespearean villain
16 Ink color, to Shakespeare
17 Flower symbolizing freshness
18 Turkish money
19 Barnes & Noble reader
20 Sandwich initials

21 “Let’s say we’re even”
24 Some corporate jets
26 Internet hookups?
27 “Oh my goodness!”
29 Like much barley soup
31 Marriott competitor
32 Tuneful
34 Line on a restaurant receipt
37 Slice of pie
39 Car starter: Abbr.
40 Bitcoin, e.g.

42 UFO crew, supposedly
43 “Golly!”
46 Like some garage floors
47 Raise aloft
48 “How do you like them __?!”
50 Baltimore athlete
53 What undercover cops may wear
54 It’s all in your mind
57 Fido’s foot
60 Proactiv+ target
61 Eins, zwei, __
62 Suspected perp’s story
64 Downpour that can hurt
65 Has a snack
66 Rolled to hold fries, as paper
67 Does impressions of
68 Bug repellent ingredient
69 Rapidity

DOWN
1 Website with movie trivia
2 Use a rotary phone
3 Off-ramps
4 Vienna’s land: Abbr.
5 Surveillance device
6 Window shelves
7 Cry miserably
8 Prefix with culture
9 Chin growths
10 Green Monster ballpark
11 WWII German torpedo craft
12 Bullwinkle, for one
13 Egyptian crosses
22 __ rug: small carpet
23 Magazine revenue source
25 Actor Dane of “Grey’s Anatomy”
27 Lowdown
28 Exude
29 Intolerant sort
30 Years on end
33 Tractor trailers
34 Sudden downturns, and a literal 
hint to this puzzle’s circles
35 Dot on the blue part of a map
36 Sci. class
38 Deadly African virus
41 Handle it as well as one can
44 Produced, as crops
45 Reagan’s first secretary of state
47 Monopoly buys
49 Lead the flock
50 City name famously used by 
Peyton Manning when calling 
signals
51 Summarize
52 Navel type
53 Slacks measure
55 “Dies __”: hymn
56 Ration (out)
58 Provide a fake 62-Across for, e.g.
59 Like EEE shoes
63 Mauna __
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
LYNX  LION  TIGER  COUGAR  LEOPARD  PANTHER



Does a child illness require antibiotics?
HEALTH AND HOME

Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
For parents, it can be hard to 

tell whether your child’s illness 
requires antibiotics or if there 
are other ways to effectively 
treat his or her symptoms. To 
prevent overuse of these drugs, 
it’s important to know when home 
remedies can be used instead of 
antibiotics.

“If your child has an ear 
infection, consider using over-
the-counter pain relievers in 
place of antibiotics,” says Tiffany 
Casper, D.O., a Mayo Clinic 
Health System family physician. 
“Children’s ear infections usu-
ally improve within two to three 
days, especially for kids who are 
2 years or older. If your child’s 
health does not improve within a 
few days, it would be wise to take 
them in to see their provider.”

Dr. Casper recommends anti-
biotics for an ear infection if:

— Your child is 6 months old 
or younger.

— Your child is between 6 
months and 2 years old, and has 
moderate to severe pain.

— Your child is 2 years old or 
older and experiencing severe 
symptoms.

“Don’t use antibiotics to treat 
your child’s cold, flu and most 

other respiratory infections,” says 
Dr. Casper. “Most respiratory 
infections are caused by viruses, 
and antibiotics don’t treat viruses. 
Antibiotics fight bacteria.”

Instead, Dr. Casper suggests 
offering your child warm liquids, 
such as tea or soup. These can 
have a soothing effect and loosen 
mucus. Over-the-counter saline 
nasal drops or saline spray also 
can loosen nasal mucus. Try run-
ning a cool-mist humidifier in your 
child’s room or using steam from a 
hot shower for additional relief.

Strep throat is caused by bac-
teria. However, most children with 
the symptoms of strep throat have 
a virus, explains Dr. Casper. “You 
should ask for a strep throat test 
before turning to antibiotics to cure 
your child’s symptoms,” she says.

Ice cream, frozen fruit pops 
or cold beverages may soothe a 
sore throat. Older children can try 
gargling salt water or sucking on 
throat lozenges. Always encourage 
your child to get enough rest.

“Consider getting antibiotics for 
your child when a cough persists 
for 14 days or more,” says Dr. 
Casper. “Antibiotics are also 
necessary if a doctor diagnoses 
your child with a bacterial infection, 
such as strep throat.”
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Study shows stroke victims may have longer survival window
By Daniel Chang
Miami Herald (TNS)

Patients and doctors long have 
relied on a simple rule of thumb 
for seeking care after an ischemic 
stroke: “Time is brain.”

In other words, the longer it takes 
for patients to seek medical care 
after a stroke, the more their brain 
tissue is likely to be starved of blood 
and die — significantly raising the 
risk of permanent disability. The 
general rule is to seek care within 
six hours.

But a study published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine found 
that the window may be as long as 
24 hours for some stroke patients. 
The study also indicated that 
outcomes were less likely to include 
a disability when treated with a com-
bination of surgery and clot-busting 
medication.

Though doctors still agree that 
earlier treatment is better, the study 
offers hope to patients who have a 
stroke in their sleep or who live in 
rural areas where it can take longer 
to reach medical care, said Dr. 
Dileep Yavagal, chief of interven-
tional neurology for the University of 
Miami Health System and a practic-
ing physician at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital.

“It’s going to be quite impact-
ful because of how many strokes 
happen in sleep and how many 
stroke patients get missed in the first 
few hours,” Yavagal said, adding that 
about 25 percent of strokes occur 
during sleep.

“In the past, we couldn’t offer 
them much because they would 
go to bed and then wake up with a 
stroke and that would mean basi-
cally more than seven or eight hours 
since they were last well,” he said. 
“And what that then meant was that 
they were out of luck, in terms of 
getting any therapy. But this study 
showed us that there were a number 
of people who, when they wake up 
with a stroke, had a fair amount of 
salvageable brain.”

The study followed the progress 
of 206 patients who had received 
medical care six to 24 hours after a 
stroke at medical centers around the 
world.

Patients were randomly divided 
into a control group, in which they 
received only the standard of care 

for a stroke, which is treatment with 
a clot-busting medicine, and an 
experimental group, whose treat-
ment included the standard of care 
plus surgical removal of the clot and 
restoration of blood flow.

Because the patients in the exper-
imental group fared so much better 
than the control group, researchers 
and physicians stopped enrolling 
patients at 31 months and concluded 
that the study treatment produced 
better outcomes for patients.

Yavagal said he didn’t even wait 
for the study to be published to start 

offering the therapy to more stroke 
patients.

“We started pretty much using it 
after the trial ended,” he said.

He estimated that doctors at 
Jackson Memorial performed more 
than 100 clot removals on stroke 
patients in the past year, com-
pared to about 40 in 2014.

But Yavagal emphasized that 
not all patients will have the 
24-hour window because not all 
brains respond the same way 
when a large clot blocks an artery 
and cuts off blood flow.


