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Mobile apps will power strong holiday shopping season 
By Jill Schlesinger
Tribune Content Agency

With the election settled and 
wage growth strengthening, there 
could be an upside surprise to retail 
results this holiday season. 

Americans are expected to 
increase spending by 3 to 3.5 per-
cent from a year ago. Regardless 
of whether sales increase by more 

or less than expected, the focus will 
return to the growth of digital as the 
main driver of consumer behavior. 

In a recent report, the govern-
ment said that overall e-commerce 
jumped 15.7 percent in the third 
quarter from a year ago, while total 
retail sales increased by just 2.2 
percent in the same period. Despite 
the rapid growth of digital, most 

shopping still occurs in physical 
stores. Last quarter, e-commerce 
accounted for just 8.4 percent of 
overall retail sales. 

But these numbers are somewhat 
misleading, because overall retail 
sales include the big-ticket automo-
bile category, as well as gas and 
groceries. According to consultancy 

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

Sometimes in the fall or winter 
when I’m driving along country roads 
or through little towns, an old, sweet 
aroma works its way through the 
air vents in my car and makes me 
smile.

Some of you who think you’ve 
got my number are assuming it’s 
a food smell – barbeque or some 

such – but you’re 
wrong.

It’s a pile of 
leaves being 
burned.

Up in Oak-
wood on cold, 
windless days 
in my boyhood, 
smoke from 
such bonfires 

would wander through that town like 
friendly ghosts.  It was pleasant, that 
smoke, and in its own way, reas-
suring.  It meant the seasons were 
marching forward right on schedule, 
and that all was well.

It was the nature writer Henry 
Beston – his “The  Outermost 
House” and “The Farm” are reads 
worth spending time with – who 
summed autumn’s transition up 
nicely.  “The leaves fall,” he says, 
“the wind blows, and the farm slowly 
changes from summer cotton to its 
winter wools.”

There was a time when families 
raked up leaves together on pretty 
autumn days. The kids wouldn’t usu-
ally be all that helpful, kicking around 
in the stack and throwing handfuls 
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County museum to host Santa’s Workshop Dec.17
The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum will celebrate the Christ-
mas season by hosting Santa’s 
Workshop on Saturday, Dec. 17, at 
10 a.m.

Bring your family and experience 
holiday traditions at Santa’s Work-
shop, where you will meet Santa 
Claus, enjoy refreshments, hear 

music by Joyful Noise, and create 
unique Christmas crafts.

Be sure to bring your cameras, 
as Santa will be on hand to visit 
with the children. Sip hot cocoa 
and enjoy holiday treats while Mrs. 
Claus entertains with story-time in 
her parlor. 

Joyful Noise, the hand bell choir 

from First Presbyterian Church of 
Angleton, will fill the museum with 
holiday carols. The choral perfor-
mances are scheduled to start at 
10:30 a.m. and 11 a.m..  

While at the museum, take a 
stroll through the Christmas exhibit 
and learn about the holiday’s his-

(Continued on Page 11)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A friend was complaining the 
other day that a female family 
member was physically attacked 
by two or three women during the 
Black Friday sale in one of the local 
big-box stores.

True, the holidays bring out the 
worst behavior in some people. Yes, 
we have commercialized Christmas 
full-tilt, and a lot of retailers depend 

on the sales after 
a slow summer 
and fall. Yes, 
many of us get 
stressed out by 
the holidays, and 
the Christmas 
music after a few 
weeks - let’s just 
say, grows old.

But at least it does not scare the 
children, like Austria’s (and some 
other European countries’) Kram-
pus, an anamorphic goat-beast.

Krampus works with St. Nicholas, 
and on Dec. 6., St. Nicholas takes 
care of the presents, while the 
Krampus deals with the punishment. 
So, be good for goodness sake … 
or else. 

Sometimes Krampus appears with 
a sack or a basket strapped to his 
back to cart off evil children. (Dec. 6 
has passed, so relax, kids.)

Give me Santa and crowded 
shopping malls any day, and turn up 
the Christmas music a little.

And then there is the Christmas 
log tradition in Catalonia, Spain, or 
as the locals call it, Caga tio.

RAMBLINGS
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YOU’LL NOTICE THAT THE NEIGHBORHOOD IS NOW 
ZOMBIE-FREE: A man, who was heavily intoxicated, was arrested after 
he fired a rifle in a residential area of Minneapolis at 5 in the morning. He 
told police he was shooting at a zombie. “I’m out here making sure my 
neighborhood is safe,” he said. “I didn’t see the cops, so I figured I’d do 
something.”

HMM, WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE IS GOING ON IN THERE? 
Police entered a residence in Oak Hill, W. Va., and arrested the owner for 
dealing drugs. Their suspicions were aroused by a bright pink note posted 
on the front door saying, “Due to snitches everyone entering my home is 
subject to being searched. … “If you’re not a snitch, it won’t offend you if I 
search you!”

NO WE DON’T HAVE A RESERVATION: Point Lay, a remote 
village on the northwest coast of Alaska, has been overrun with walruses. 
Some 6,000 of the beasts have emerged from the sea in the last week 
and taken up residence there.

WAIT, BETTY CROCKER DOESN’T INSPECT CARS: A man 
fashioned a phony Maine vehicle inspection sticker from a cardboard food 
container and a Virginia Slims carton, which he marked with a Sharpie. 
A cop in Surry pulled him over for a cracked windshield, and noticed that 
printed cooking instructions were legible on the fake sticker.

BEST TEACHER EVER! A female teacher and a male sophomore 
at her Reston, Va., high school stole a case of beer from a gas station 
and then went to her home to drink it. Police found the two of them at her 
residence along with the beer and a variety of illegal narcotics.

HI, BABE, I’VE ESCAPED: A Texas man faked his own kidnapping 
so that he could go drinking with his friends and was afraid that his wife 
would not allow it. He had two pals, both wearing masks, force their way 
into his home and abduct him at gunpoint as his horrified wife looked 
on. He didn’t come back for two days. The cops soon figured out he was 
lying.

OH GREAT, HERE’S MY RIDE: A woman, who was discharged 
from a hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio, missed the last bus home, so she stole 
an ambulance that had been left with the motor running. Officers located 
her through the vehicle’s GPS device, and she didn’t get far.

HONEY, COULD YOU COME DOWN HERE PLEASE!? A 
woman in the Jiangsu Province of China got into a bitter argument with 
her husband about his drinking which ended when she locked him in a 
storage room in their house as punishment until he sobered up. In his 
drunken state, he thought he could escape by sticking his head through a 
small square opening in the door. He got stuck there and firefighters had 
to come and get him out.

Tiny Slovenia in central Europe, native land of Melania Trump, ready to bask in the spotlight
By Ellen Creager
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

One potential winner in the U.S. 
presidential election? The tiny coun-
try of Slovenia, Melania Trump’s 
native land.

The official tourist site 
www.slovenia.info/ has already 
added a link on its home page 
to information about the city of 
Sevnica, “birthplace of USA’s future 
first lady.”

Trump will be the first foreign-
born first lady in 191 years (the last 
was Louisa Adams, the English-
born wife of President John Quincy 

Adams.)
Slovenia is tucked into south cen-

tral Europe just southeast of Austria. 
A stunning nation of mountain, 
lakes, caves and waterfalls, it is 
anticipating new interest from travel-
ers who want to learn more.

The capital of the nation is 
Ljubljana, with its famous Ljubljana 
Castle. Lake Bled and the Alps pro-
vide the most scenic wonders. The 

Postojna Cave, and other caves, dot 
the landscape. Slovenia is slightly 
larger than Connecticut.

The nation is a few hours’ drive or 
train ride from Vienna, Venice and 
Zagreb (Croatia). It also is often on 
the itinerary of Central and Eastern 
European tours.

Trump speaks four languages: 
Slovenian, English, French and 
German.

SEPTIC 
SYSTEMS
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS
Residential & Commercial

(281) 858-1553
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

HOW MUCH DO YOU SLEEP
Q.How much sleep do you nor-

mally get? But first, are you female 
or male?  Young or old?  Have a job 
starting at an early or later time? 

A. Using a smartphone sleep-
tracking app called Entrain, Daniel 
Folger and his team at the Univer-
sity of Michigan monitored the sleep 
patterns of 5000 people worldwide, 
noting their bedtime, waking time, 
time zone and daytime light expo-
sure, says David Shultz at “New 
Scientist” magazine online.  They 
found that women get the most 
sleep, especially those under the 
age of 25, while middle-aged men 
sleep the least.

The strongest indicator of amount 
of sleep is the time a person 
awakens, suggesting that having a 

job that starts early often means not 
getting as much sleep as someone 
whose job begins at a later hour.  
Furthermore, older folks tend to 
go to sleep and wake up earlier, 
perhaps because the window for 
when a person can sleep narrows 
with age.

Differences even emerged in a 
country’s overall sleep length, such 
as Australians getting 8.1 hours a 
night with a 10:45 p.m. bedtime and 
Singapore residents sleeping an 
average of 7.5 hours after retiring at 
11:45 p.m.

If you already go to bed early but 
would like to sleep better, Forger’s 
team has a tip:  Go outside.  Those 
exposed to outdoor light sleep more 
than those who experience primarily 
indoor light, “although this might be 
because outdoor occupations are 
more tiring.”
LONGEST LIFESPAN

Q. Few animals with backbones 
live as long as humans. Elephants 
live about as long, and some 
tortoises and whales have life spans 
approaching 200 years. To date, 
what is the longest-lived species on 
record?

A. Swimming throughout the 
North Atlantic and reaching lengths 
of about 16 feet, the Greenland 
shark currently holds the world 
record for vertebrate longevity, 

reports “Science” magazine. Julius 
Nielson and colleagues applied 
carbon-14 dating to the eye lens 
material of 28 specimens and 
concluded that the shark reaches 
sexual maturity in about 150 years 
and has a life span close to 300 
years!

Because the Greenland shark 
is a common bycatch in arctic and 
subarctic groundfish fisheries and 
has recently experienced commer-
cial exploitation, the researchers 
“strongly suggest a precautionary 
approach” to its conservation.
A SPORT THAT WALKED AWAY 

Q. What sport began with a 
bet about a presidential election, 
reached its heyday in arenas like 
Madison Square Garden with six-
day long competitions, and largely 
disappeared after the invention of 
the automobile?

A. “Pedestrianism” got its start in 
1860 when Edward Payson Weston 
wagered that Abraham Lincoln 
would lose the upcoming presi-
dential election, says Dan Lewis in 
“Now I Know More.” If Weston lost, 
he agreed to walk some 500 miles 
to Washington from his home in 
Boston to attend the inauguration. 
On Feb. 22, 1861, he set off, taking 
10 days and 10 hours in snow, 
ice and rain, and became a minor 
celebrity. He even met Lincoln for a 
congratulatory handshake.

When in 1867 Weston walked 
from Portland, Maine, to Chicago, 
a distance of 1200 miles, in 26 
days, he drew massive crowds 
along the way and “ushered in a 
nationwide interest in a new sport 
called ‘pedestrianism’ — competitive 
walking.” Commercially lucra-
tive events like those at Madison 
Square Garden lasted from midnight 
Monday morning until midnight the 
next Saturday and drew thousands 
of fans, spectators and gamblers. 
Competitors walked around a track, 
typically one-eighth of a mile, with 
the winner either walking the far-
thest or lasting the longest without 
collapsing (a brief daily sleep break 
was allowed).

With the invention of the car, 
competitive walking almost com-
pletely disappeared. And Weston?  
Ironically, in 1927, he was hit by a 
taxicab and never walked again.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• This year, every player in AFC 
West received a bottle of custom 
wine and a special note from 
Bronco linebacker Von Miller as a 
holiday gift.

• In 1996, Death Row Records 
released “Christmas on Death Row,” 
a holiday album.

• According to 2015 research, it’s 
estimated that 1 in 10 U.S. house-
holds will own a robot by 2020.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Newsday (TNS)
MELVILLE, N.Y. — A new study 

from the AAA Foundation for Traf-
fic Safety shows that “there is a 
significantly elevated crash risk” for 

drowsy drivers.
Drowsy drivers are defined as 

those getting fewer than the recom-
mended seven hours or more of 
sleep in a day, those getting an hour 
or more less sleep than usual, as 
well as those who are chronically 
sleep deprived, said Robert Sinclair 
Jr., manager of media relations for 
AAA Northeast.

What’s more, the crash risk 
increases exponentially as the 

number of hours of sleep depriva-
tion rises.

Drivers who got just five to six 
hours of sleep in the previous 24 
hours had 1.9 times the crash rate 
of drivers who had the recommend 
amount of shut-eye, the report 
found. Make that 4.3 times the 

crash rate for those getting four to 
five hours of sleep, and for those 
pushing it with fewer than four hours 
— an 11.5 times higher risk, the 
study found.

Indeed, functioning with insuf-
ficient sleep can have a direct 
effect on key skills needed for those 

driving down a highway, said Dr. 
Harly Greenberg, medical director of 
Northwell Health’s Center for Sleep 
Disorders in Great Neck.

“Acute sleep deprivation has a 
strong impact on human perfor-
mance, in particular vigilance,” he 
said.

Drowsy drivers pose 
elevated crash risk, 
according to AAA
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: I have been getting Social Security disability benefits 
for many years. I’m about to hit my full retirement age. 
What will happen to my disability benefits?

A: When you reach “full retirement age” we will switch you from disabil-
ity to retirement benefits. But you won’t even notice the change because 
your benefit amount will stay the same. It’s just that when you reach 
retirement age, we consider you to be a “retiree” and not a disability ben-
eficiary. To learn more, visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Q: I need to apply for disability benefits. Where do I start?
A: Begin by looking at our Disability Starter Kit. You can find it 

online at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/disability_starter_kits.htm 
or you can request a copy by calling 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-
325-0778). The Disability Starter Kit will help you prepare for your 
application and interview. When you are ready, you can apply online 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/applyfordisability or make an appointment 
to apply in person at a local Social Security office. And remember, our 
online disability application is convenient and secure. Don’t stand in line, 
go online at www.socialsecurity.gov

How someone handles stress, emergencies reveals a lot about the person’s character, self-control
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Want to know the true character 
or personality of someone? If so, 
watch how they respond to a stress-
ful situation.

Stress casts a spotlight on who 
we are psychologically. How an 
individual copes with an unpleasant 
situation speaks volumes. It dem-

onstrates the problem-solving skills 
you have, how much self-control 
you have, and how much respect 
you have for other people.

In fact, psychologists say that 
how you treat your worst enemy 
is likely the most telling aspect of 
your personality. And, how you react 
in an emergency, when fear is at 

hand, tells a lot about you.
“I once had my doubts about a 

young woman I’d hired,” says a 
CEO we’ll call Fred. “I felt uneasy 
about hiring her, because she was 
only 19 and still in college. She 
seemed rather delicate and not 
tough enough to be of value to our 
company.”

We’ll call this young woman Tina. 
When the office building they were 
in caught fire, Fred got to see a 
more mature side of Tina.

“She called 911, went through 
the offices telling everyone to hit the 
stairs, and practically carried me 
out of the building,” says Fred. “I’d 
sprained my ankle the week before, 
so this was a big deal.”

Stress either brings out the best 
or the worst in most of us. For 
example, a teacher we know who 
was in the midst of the Gatlinburg 

wildfires just recently saw a young 
boy hold up well under stress. We’ll 
call the teacher Kathryn.

“I knew some of the people 
trapped in a multi-story hotel when 
flames loomed outside. You could 
see the flames on TV coming near 
the building,” she says.

“When it was over, and everyone 
was O.K., a student of mine who’d 
been inside the hotel called me. 
He just wanted me to know he was 
fine. He’d received lots of texts from 
students, and he wanted me to 
thank them for staying in touch with 
him through the ordeal.”

If you’re going through a lot of 
stress, it pays to manage yourself 
well. These tips can help:

— Speak your emotions versus 
acting them out. Say, “I feel 
extremely stressed, and I want to 
scream.” Or say, “I am trying to stay 

calm under all this pressure.” Acting 
out your pain will make you feel 
worse.

— Practice inventing solutions. If 
you work with a lot of complaining 
people, pretend you’re being paid 
to calm things down. For example, 
could you offer to update their 
computer software or install a new 
virus program if these issues plague 
your office?

— Always give respect to other 
people. Don’t hog the spotlight 
yourself, and don’t put others in a 
bad spotlight. For instance, if you 
pay a bill your spouse forgot to pay, 
quietly take care of it. Don’t mention 
the slip-up.

Keep in mind that other people 
judge us by how we make them feel. 
Try to reduce stress for others by 
calming things down and shedding a 
positive light wherever you go.
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Did you know?

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God’s forgiveness covers all of our sins
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Whenever I ask God to forgive me, I try my best to think of 
everything I’ve done wrong so I can confess it. But what about the 
things I don’t remember? Will God forgive them also? - Mrs. G.T.

A: I’m thankful you want to seek God’s forgiveness for the things you do 
wrong; it’s far too easy, I’m afraid, for us to overlook our sins or act as if 
they aren’t serious.

But they are serious, because unconfessed sin breaks our fellowship 
with God, which is why we need to admit our sins and seek His forgive-
ness. He is willing to forgive us and cleanse us because He loves us and 
wants us to live in His presence every day. This, after all, is why Christ 
came into the world and died for us. The Bible says, “If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive ourselves .... If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:8-9).

At the same time, the Bible assures us that God’s forgiveness isn’t 
limited only to the sins we remember. When Jesus died on the cross, all 
our sins - without exception - were transferred to Him, and He took upon 
Himself the judgment you and I deserve. The sins we don’t remember... 
the dark motives we aren’t even aware of ... the good things we’ve failed to 
do - all these were nailed to the cross. Let the Psalmist’s prayer be yours: 
“Who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults” (Psalm 19:
12).

Yes, confess your sins to God, regularly and often. But don’t be bound 
by fear, wondering if He’s really going to forgive you. Instead, put your faith 
and trust in Christ, for He alone is our Savior.

of leaves, but finally somebody 
would be given the honor of striking 
a match and igniting the pyre. Of 
course, that was when families 
actually ventured out into the yard 
together, before more important 
things like computer games and 
texting and reality television came 
along.

This time of year my backyard 
is often covered over with a thick 
blanket of reddish brown leaves, 
crispy and brittle on sunny days 
and soggy on rainy ones. If I could 
pile them up and burn them – which 
would violate a bevy of municipal 
codes and have the law down on 
me like G-men on Al Capone – I’d 
have already happily raked them 
up and set them ablaze.  There are 
a few well-seasoned folks in my 
neighborhood who grew up in the 
country who’d probably appreciate 
the fragrance of burning leaves.  It 
might even awaken a memory or 
two, and bring some special people 
in their pasts back to life for a few 
minutes in their minds.

Psychologists maintain that smell 
is the quickest of the five senses 
to trigger things locked away in 
memory. And it doesn’t have to be 
a pleasing smell. I once wrote in a 
newspaper column about how the 
odor of strong diesel fumes takes 
me back more than for 40 years to 
the army motor pool where I was a 
job-order clerk in Germany as swiftly 
as the smell of boiling butter beans 
transports me to my grandmother’s 
kitchen even longer ago than that.

After that column ran, I heard 
from several readers about unique 
smells that serve as time machines 
for them, everything from burning 
rubber to cow manure. Personally, 
I wouldn’t associate either of those 
smells – or some others I was told 
about – with anything nostalgic, 
but to each his own. One person’s 
stench is another’s bouquet.

For yours truly, one whiff of burn-
ing leaves is enough to carry me 
back to a little town that is much 
changed and to a white-frame 
house that is long gone.

Well, back to the present. Since I 
can’t burn them, I suppose I’ll finally 
get around to mowing my leaves 
up, telling myself all the while that 
they’ll provide beneficial mulch for 
the lawn that has suffered mightily in 
the recent drought.  I might even get 

industrious and rake them up, bag 
them, and put them out by the curb.  
But not just yet.

I’m not opposed, you see, to a 
yard covered with leaves. I think it 
looks like a Norman Rockwell paint-
ing, and I enjoy the sight and sound 
of wind rustling through them while 
I sit on the patio. Who knows? The 
scent of a dewberry cobbler being 
baked or chickens being grilled 
might drift by while I’m out there, 
either of which would wake up a 
plethora of good memories for me.

If you love to read, you’ve prob-
ably noticed when a good writer 
uses the sense of smell to describe 
a scene.  And if you intend to write 
something that someone else will 
love to read, you’d better employ 
this unique writer’s tool pretty often.

Let’s hear from you. What specific 
smell triggers a memory and quickly 

takes you back to another time and 
place?

Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Weiter’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

The sweet smells that bring back good memories
(Continued from Page 1)

• If letters in early comic books 
weren’t written a certain way, they 
bled together due to the cheap 
paper

• The former Prime Minister of 
South Vietnam moved to southern 
California after the war, where he 
opened and ran a liquor store.

• An 88-year-old man ate 25 eggs 
a day for over 15 years with no ill 
effects.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   December 13, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Look for us on 
Facebook

Strategy, these groups are respon-
sible for almost half of total retail 
sales. Without them, online’s pen-
etration of its “addressable market” 
is closer to 16 percent. 

The subset of digital commerce 
that continues to power sales is 
mobile. According to Adobe Digital 
research, in 2016, “mobile will 
overtake desktop for the first time in 
terms of driving visits to a website 
during the holiday season.” That’s 
why you will see that retailers are 
trying to find you wherever you 
are. This is sometimes referred to 
as “omnichannel,” and ultimately it 

means that companies must marry 
their online and offline strategies.

  It also means that we consum-
ers should be doing the same 
thing. To use technology effectively, 
start by utilizing a budgeting app 
like Santa’s Bag or The Christmas 
Gift List. Once you have your gift 
list, start tracking their prices on 
Google and Amazon and then on 
PriceGrabber or PriceJump on 
Savings.com. PoachIt tracks your 
desired products and then alerts 
you when they go on sale.

You should know that the hottest 
gifts this season – VR devices 
(Oculus, PlayStation VR and HTC 

Vive), Pokemon, Barbie, Lego, Hot 
Wheels and Frozen toys, as well 
as grown-up toys such as Google 
Home and Amazon Echo, are 
unlikely to see deep discounts. And 
if you wait too long, you may be out 
of luck, especially if inventory is thin.

If you plan to hit the brick and 
mortar stores, be sure to download 
apps like ShopSavvy and RedLaser, 
which allow you to scan barcodes 
and compare prices at other big 
retailers nearby. Your research may 
steer you toward some unfamiliar 
names, but don’t be deterred. 
Despite the ability to find steep dis-
counts, 25 percent of customers end 
up paying higher prices because 

they are loyal to retailers with whom 
they have shopped previously.

If you are like the millions of 
Americans who like the ease of gift 
cards, there are basically two types: 
merchant-specific cards, which bear 
the name of a retailer or restaurant 
and are redeemable only at that 
spot, and bank cards, which carry 
the logo of a payment network and 
can be spent wherever that payment 
method is accepted. Bank cards 
usually have a purchase fee of $4 
to $6 and can’t expire for at least 
five years from the purchase date 
or from the last date any additional 

money was loaded onto it. 
The Federal Trade Commission 

says online auction sites may sell 
counterfeit or stolen cards. If you 
buy discounted cards, inspect them 
to make sure that the codes on the 
back haven’t been scratched off. 
If you have a problem, contact the 
issuer, and if you can’t resolve a 
dispute, consider filing a complaint 
with the FTC or the Comptroller of 
the Currency Customer Assistance 
Group.
(Contact Jill Schlesinger, senior business 
analyst for CBS News, at askjill@JillonM
oney.com.)

Mobile apps will power strong holiday season and search for cheaper prices online and in stores
(Continued from Page 1)

US economy grew 
3.2% in 3rd quarter
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — The U.S. econ-
omy grew faster in the third quarter 
than initially estimated, expanding 
at its strongest pace in two years in 
a rebound from a weak first half of 
2016.

Total economic output, also 
known as gross domestic product, 
expanded at a 3.2 percent annual 
pace from July through September, 
the Commerce Department said 
Tuesday.

The figure was up from an initial 
estimate of 2.9 percent and the best 
performance since the economy 
expanded at a 5 percent annual rate 
in the third quarter of 2014.

The Commerce Department will 
release a final estimate of third 
quarter growth next month.

The solid growth comes after the 
economy struggled through the first 
half of the year, expanding at just a 
0.8 percent rate in the first quarter 
and improving somewhat to a still-
lackluster 1.4 percent in the second 
quarter.

With analysts expecting fourth-
quarter growth also to top 3 percent, 
the economy appears ripe for 
another interest rate increase by 
the Federal Reserve to head off a 
potential jump in inflation.
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December 17
Jan. 7, 21, 28

9am - 3pm

The Brazoria County Library Foundation recently received a generous gift of $9,000 from MSR Houston 
Charities. The donation will be used to support author-related programming throughout the County in 2017. 
Pictured left to right: James Rogerson, Lori Purvis, Tina Bonnen, Sandra Steubing, and Sydney Davis Yagel.

MSR Houston donates to county library foundation program

Each year the Creepy Hollow organization contributes to Home 
Delivered Meals of Brazosport. The donation increases annually with 
the success of the haunted house. Volunteer drivers deliver lunches 
to clients in Clute, Richwood, Freeport and Lake Jackson five days a 
week. Pictured are Seth Baker and Brett Baker with the $6,000 check.

Nothing creepy about this donation
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Internationally renowned 
magician Bradley Fields recently 
performed two shows at The Clarion 
at Brazosport College. 

Sponsored by The Dow Chemi-
cal Company, Fields’ shows, 
titled “Mathemagic,” entertained 
audiences of all ages with magic 
illusions, while also provoking criti-
cal-thinking and problem-solving 
skills. 

Pictured are, from left, Gabriella 
Cone, Community Relations Man-
ager, The Dow Chemical Company 
Texas Operations; Stacey Maltin; 
Bradley Fields; Dr. Millicent Valek, 

Brazosport College President; 
and Serena Andrews, Brazosport 
College Vice President of College 
Advancement. Fields’ ‘Mathemagic’ 
event was part of the Clarion’s 
2016-17 Performance Season. 

Upcoming events include David 
Sanborn with the Brazosport Jazz 
Orchestra on Jan. 21; Ben Edquist 
with the Brazosport Symphony 
Orchestra on Jan. 28; Shaun 
Hopper and Caroline Sky on Feb. 
25; and VoicePlay on March 31. 

Tickets are available by call-
ing (979) 230-3156, or by visiting 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

Magician wows audience at The Clarion

Brazosport College congratulates the 16 graduates of its 2016 Vocational Nursing Class. The pinning 
ceremony was recently held in Gator Hall on the Brazosport College campus. Members of BC’s 2016 LVN 
Class were, pictured front from left, Rachel Manzano, Paula Puntanar, Andrea Ramirez, Khashari Taylor, Jodi 
Malovets, Kaitlin Gregory, Leticia Coronado, Maudry Chowdhury; back row, Melissa Aguilar, Rita Orta, Maria 
Garcia, Ashley Nisbett, Amanda Barrett, Jeanette Moody, Sarah Ledesma and Sara Dobson.

BC conducts pinning ceremony for LVN graduates

Angleton library schedules Dec. fun
(At the Angleton Library, a branch 

of the Brazoria County Library 
System, 401 E. Cedar St., Angleton. 
Call (979) 864-1519 for information.)

12/15 Karaoke: 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
12/16 Cocoa and Craft: after 

school
12/17 Movie Screening:  2 p.m.
12/18 Blood Drive: 2:30 p.m. to 

7 p.m.
12/19 Imagination Playground: 2 

p.m.

12/20 Graham Cracker Ginger-
bread House: 2 p.m.

12/21 Christmas Card Craft: 2 
p.m. 

12/22 Lego Play.
12/27 Movie Screening:  2 p.m.
12/28 Imagination Playground: 2 

p.m. 
12/29  Wii: 2 p.m. 
12/30 Lego Play: 2 p.m. 
12/31 New Year’s Eve Crown 

Craft:  2 p.m. 
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New TV tech promises better picture for mainstream consumers, just in time for the holidays
By George Avalos
The Mercury News (TNS)

SAN JOSE, Calif. — If all you 
want for Christmas is a TV whose 
picture hops off the screen, this 
could be your year.

Televisions that promise a 
significantly improved picture will 
be available this holiday season at 

mainstream prices for the first time. 
Using a technology called HDR, or 
high-dynamic range, the sets can 
display more dynamic colors than 
older TVs and will allow you to see 
more details in both bright and dark 
areas of the screen.

HDR is only available on TVs 
that offer 4K – or ultra-high defini-

tion – resolutions. It promises to do 
what 4K generally doesn’t – offer 
a noticeable difference in picture 
quality.

“You’ll know it when you see 
it as to how good the 4K-HDR 
combination looks,” said Paul Gray, 
a London-based principal analyst 
with market researcher IHS Market 

Technology. “The display is very 
arresting when done properly.”

When HDR sets debuted last 
year, the technology was limited to 
premium models. That’s no longer 
the case. In pre-holiday sales, you 
can find 4K HDR sets for as little 
as $450. To be sure, that was for 
a 40-inch model from Hisense, a 
second-tier Chinese brand.

But even sets in bigger sizes from 
top manufacturers are available 
at affordable prices. Best Buy was 
recently offering a 55-inch Samsung 
HDR TV for $900, a 
65-inch Sony model 
for $1,200 and a 
75-inch Sony set for 
$3,000.

Besides the low 
prices, another thing 
that could drive 
sales of HDR TVs is 
the growing amount 
of movies and TV 
shows optimized 
for HDR. Netflix, 
Amazon and Vudu 
all offer HDR-
enhanced videos. 
Consumers also 
will find a growing 
number of HDR 
movies available on 
Blu-ray disc.

“We are starting to get into this 
virtuous cycle of new technologies 
being available to consumers, new 
formats being offered to give you 
something to watch on your brand-
new TV set,” said Gray.

While more programming 
and cheaper TVs are hitting the 
market, analysts are skeptical that 
a consumer rush on HDR sets is 
imminent. While the 4K HDR sets 
offer dazzling pictures, the increase 
in quality is not nearly as dramatic 
as the leap from older TVs to the 
first generation of flat-screen sets.

“The experience is noticeably 
better, but it’s not a gigantic, dra-
matic difference,” said Ben Bajarin, 
a principal analyst with Creative 
Strategies, which tracks the tech 
sector. “’Do I really need this?’ is the 
question that consumers will ask 
themselves this holiday.”

Plus, while the number of HDR 
videos is increasing, they are still 
few and far between. Apple’s iTunes 
doesn’t offer any HDR videos. Nor 
does Hulu or most of the other 

major streaming services.
Another factor that could hold 

up sales is a nascent standard war 
between different flavors of HDR 
technology. Some sets and online 
video services support a standard 
pushed by Dolby called Dolby 
Vision. 

Other TVs and video services 
support a standard called HDR10 
that was developed by a coalition 
of set manufacturers. Dolby Vision 
promises even a wider range of 
colors and far greater contrast than 

HDR10, but right 
now HDR10 is more 
widely supported.

Netflix and 
Amazon support 
both standards. Blu-
ray DVDs right now 
only support HDR10. 
But video stream-
ing service Vudu 
only supports Dolby 
Vision.

Making the right 
choices for a 4K 
HDR set won’t 
necessarily be easy. 
First of all, what 
about an ideal price 
point?

One other compli-
cation: Even if a TV set is marketed 
as “HDR-compatible,” it may not 
actually offer you a better picture. In 
some cases, that label may simply 
mean it can display content in that 
format, albeit in an unenhanced 
fashion.

One item to look for: nits. The 
more nits, which refers to the 
brightness of a display, the better. 
Consumers should seek TVs with a 
spec of at least 1,000 nits, said Paul 
Gagnon, San Diego-based director 
of TV research with IHS.

Plus, there’s the old rule of thumb 
for buying a TV: Experts recom-
mend shoppers seek out high-end 
models produced by well-known 
manufacturers.

“There are a lot of claims made 
by companies around specifications, 
but the consumer needs to make 
those judgments in person,” Gagnon 
said. “It really pays to go into a store 
and look at demonstrations. We all 
perceive images differently.

“You really need to be there in 
person to see if it’s worth the differ-
ence in price.”

“’Do I really 
need this?’ 

is the 
question 

that 
consumers 

will ask 
themselves 

this 
holiday.”
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TDECU’s annual food drive collected more than 2,400 items for donation 
to local community organizations. 

Non-perishable items were donated by employees and members across 
the Texas Gulf Coast, Greater Houston, Crossroads and Dallas/Fort Worth 
service areas. 

Collected items were donated to a variety of charitable organizations, 
including the Houston Food Bank, Women’s Center of Brazoria County, 
Brazoria County Dream Center, Yoakum Food Bank and Meals on Wheels of 
Central Texas.  

TDECU food drive supports local organizations

tory, traditions, and what children 
of yesteryear might have found 
beneath their Christmas trees.  The 
exhibit will be on display through the 
month of December. 

Also, throughout December, chil-
dren of all ages can take a seat at 
our letter-writing station, write their 
letters to Santa Claus, and drop 
them off in the museum’s mail box. 
Though Santa and his Elves are 
busy this time of year, they always 

(Continued from Page 1) make time to write back to each 
and every letter. Just remember, all 
letters must be received by Dec. 17 
to ensure a response from Santa 
Claus.

The museum, located at 100 E. 
Cedar in Angleton, will host this 
holiday event. 

Admission to the Museum and 
Santa’s Workshop is free and open 
to the public. For more information, 
please call (979) 864-1208, or follow 
the museum on Facebook. 

County museum to host Santa’s Workshop 

Think this old world is turning slower? Earth’s spin is slowing at a rate of 1.8 milliseconds per century
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The latest findings in Earth sci-
ence are brought to you by ancient 
astronomers who observed the 
heavens as much as 2,700 years 
ago.

Thanks to hundreds of records of 
lunar and solar eclipses carved in 

clay tablets and written into dynastic 
histories, modern scientists have 
determined that the amount of 
time it takes for Earth to complete 
a single rotation on its axis has 
slowed by 1.8 milliseconds per cen-
tury, according to a report published  
recently in Proceedings of the Royal 
Society A.

It may not sound significant, but 
over the course of 21⁄2 millenniums, 
that time discrepancy adds up to 
about 7 hours.

In other words, if humanity had 
been measuring time with an atomic 
clock that started running back in 
700 BC, today that clock would 
read 7 p.m. when the sun is directly 
overhead rather than noon. 

“There is time and then there 

is how fast the Earth spins,” said 
Duncan Agnew, a geophysicist at 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
in San Diego, who was not involved 
with the work. 

“Traditionally those things are 
closely linked, but they are not the 
same,” he said.

According to our modern take on 
Terrestrial Time, there are exactly 
86,400 seconds in a day, and 

each second is defined as exactly 
9,192,631,770 oscillations of a 
cesium-133 atom.

In our modern world, governed 
by atomic clocks, the International 
Earth Rotation and Reference Sys-
tems Service calls for a leap second 
to be added whenever Universal 
Time is on track to be out of sync 
with Terrestrial Time by more than 
0.9 of a second.



By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)
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They create a character out of a 
small log, complete with grinning 
face and hat. Then they put the 
smiling log on the dining room table 
during the fortnight leading up to 
Christmas.

The log has to be fed every day 
with fruit, nuts and sweets, and then 
on Christmas Eve, the entire family 
beats the log with sticks while sing-
ing traditional songs, forcing the log 
to excrete its treats.

The source where I got all this 
from was not specific on whether 
the log begins excreting its treats 
due to the beating or the singing.

I had to do a little research for this 
column. I don’t have all these crazy 
traditions memorized, you know.

I’m beginning to really like Christ-
mas music. Turn it up a bit more.

In the Ukraine, instead of decorat-
ing Christmas trees with ornaments, 
lights, candy canes and tinsel, they 
use artificial spiderwebs.

What’s the connection between 
Christmas and spiders? None, 
really. But in the Ukraine, as the 
folklore goes, once upon a time 
there was an old woman who could 
not afford to decorate her tree.

The next morning, her children 
woke up to see that the tree was 
covered with spiderwebs. As the first 
light on Christmas morning touched 
the webs, they turned into gold and 
silver, and the family was never left 
for wanting again.

How touching.
I’m assuming that the children 

were good, because the Krampus 
didn’t punish them or bag them up.

I’m also assuming that this did not 

happen all over town, or the value 
of gold and silver would have taken 
a big hit.

And, are the plastic webs equal 
to the magical ones on that single 
tree? I don’t think so. I have some 
real spider webs around my house, 
and none of them have turned into 
gold or silver. I would prefer gold. I’ll 
check again on Christmas morning, 
though.

The Finns know how to handle all 
this Christmas frenzy and still relax 
a little - in their saunas.

While we’re hurrying to finish 
Christmas shopping  on Christmas 

Eve, the Finns head to their saunas, 
strip to their toes, and enjoy a nice, 
good soak. After sunset, though, the 
sauna is for the spirits of their dead 
ancestors.

I like the first part, but the sauna 
might be wasted on the spirits. But, 
if it makes them feel better, why 
not?

By the way, the Finns also believe 
in the Sauna Elf, who resides in the 
sauna to protect it and make people 
behave themselves.

Crank the Christmas music up all 
the way. I can’t hear it in the sauna. 
This elf is making too much noise.

From Krampus to saunas, old European Christmas traditions can be strange
(Continued from Page 1)

More hotels stop providing in-room Bibles
By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

When the Moxy Hotel opens in 
San Diego next year, the rooms will 
be stocked with the usual amenities 
—alarm clocks, hair dryers, writing 
desks and televisions.

But you won’t find Bibles in the 
bedside nightstands.

Marriott International, the world’s 
largest hotel company, supplies a 
Bible and the Book of Mormon in 
the rooms of every other hotel in 
the franchise. 

But the company recently 
decided that no religious materi-
als should be offered at two of its 
newest millennial-oriented hotel 
brands, Moxy and Edition hotels.

“It’s because the religious 
books don’t fit the personality of 
the brands,” said Marriott spokes-
woman Felicia Farrar McLemore.

Marriott’s decision mirrors others 
in the industry that are phasing out 
the long-held tradition of providing 
religious material in hotel rooms.

It is difficult to measure how 
many of the country’s 53,000 
hotels still put Bibles in the rooms 
because most major hotel fran-
chise companies let individual 
hotel owners and managers decide 
whether to make the books stan-
dard amenities.

But a recent survey by STR, 
a hospitality analytics company, 
found that the percentage of hotels 
that offer religious materials in 

rooms has dropped significantly 
over the past decade, from 95 per-
cent of hotels in 2006 to 48 percent 
this year.

Among the reasons for the 
change, according to industry 
experts, is a need to appeal to 
younger American travelers who 
are less devout than their parents 
or grandparents, and to avoid 
offending international travelers, 
such as Muslims or Buddhists.

And then there is this practi-
cal issue: Many newer hotel 
brands install shelves rather than 
nightstands with drawers next to 
the bed, making it difficult to be 
discreet about offering Bibles. 

A Bible on a bedside shelf makes 
a more pronounced statement than 
a Bible slipped into a drawer.

Hotels also have been under 
pressure lately from atheist groups.

The Freedom From Religion 
Foundation wrote to 15 major hotel 
companies last year, asking them 
to keep Bibles out of hotel rooms.

The group succeeded in the last 
year in getting hotels operated by 
Arizona State University and North-
ern Illinois University to remove all 
Bibles from their rooms.

The foundation also created a 
sticker that reads: “Warning: Literal 
belief in this book may endanger 
your health and life.” The group 
has encouraged its supporters to 
affix the stickers on any hotel room 
Bible they find.

And it all started in Houston
Not everybody wants to be 

No. 1.
Rams coach Jeff Fisher 

— 173-164-1 in his 22 NFL sea-
sons — is just one defeat from 
tying Dan Reeves’ all-time NFL 
record for losses.

“I actually don’t look at that,” he 
told reporters this week. “I’ve had 
a few wins in my career, as well. 
… You can look at it as glass 
half-full or half-empty. I look at it 
as half-full.”

Don’t be so modest, Jeff. 
Going off his winning percentage, 
his glass is actually .513 full.
Headlines

—At TheKicker.com: “Packers’ 
kids sick of hearing how they had 
to drive 98 yards in the snow.”

—At TheKicker.com: “Dray-
mond records another triple-
double: kicking, punching, biting.”
Intercepted!

A man stole a pail containing 
$1.6 million worth of gold flakes 
off the open back of a Loomis 
armored truck in New York. No 
truth to the rumor the perp was 
wearing a Brock Osweiler jersey.
Sports quiz

Warriors coach Steve Kerr 
says he’s tried smoking mari-
juana to ease the pain of:

a) his chronic back problems.
b) watching a 49ers game.

Stat of the Day
Jaguars QB Blake Bortles has 

amassed more pick-sixes thrown 
(11) than victories (10) in his 
three-year NFL career.
Talking the talk

—Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, 
to AP, on his team’s lucky breaks 
this season: “It’s football. That 
ball is shaped awkward so it can 
bounce in any which direction. 
That’s why we love the game.”
Catch some Z’s

Lack of sleep costs American 
employers $411 billion a year in 
lost productivity, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Suggested remedies 
range from sleeping pills to 
Browns season tickets.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Victorian
5 Like much 67-Down
10 Bay of Bengal setting
14 Extinct pigeon relative
15 First name in puppetry
16 __ jar: lab glass
17 Hold banned in amateur wres-
tling
19 Take one’s leave
20 Make sure of

21 Stretched to the max
23 Reggae cousin
24 Premier League athlete
28 Apply gently
31 CBS-owned cable sta.
32 Pond gunk
33 Prefix with footprint
34 Pulls down
37 Winter pick-me-up?
40 Innocents
44 Mite-sized

45 “Tut-tut!”
46 Actress Tyler
47 Important stretches
50 Beef cut
51 Maple syrup source
52 Influential teams
57 Louisville Slugger wood
58 Comfy footwear
59 Jewish scholar
63 Swindle
65 April golf tournament, four of 
whose winners appear in 17-, 24-, 
40- and 52-Across
68 Movie plantation
69 Sea-born jewelry material
70 “Right now!”
71 Song and dance
72 Urgency
73 Snoopy

DOWN
1 Sharable digital docs
2 Libertine
3 Onetime Palin collaborator
4 Feathers one’s nest, in a way
5 Full of: Suff.
6 Gp. with Sharks and Penguins
7 Decorator’s asset
8 Cheering like crazy
9 Hangers in lockers?
10 Justice Fortas
11 Figures in 9-Down
12 “Very nice!”
13 A proposal may ultimately lead 
to one
18 Lasso loops
22 Dr. Mom’s forte
25 Spiced tea brewed in milk
26 Toe woes
27 Mustang, for one
28 Chapter 11 factor
29 Berry in faddish supplements
30 Star of a classic sitcom set at a 
Vermont inn
35 Imprecise degree
36 Like provolone piccante
38 1998 Sarah McLachlan ballad
39 Initial request for an answer?
41 Bront’ heroine
42 German actor Jannings
43 Some outdoor grills
48 Slot machine part
49 __ tape
52 Macaroni Grill selection
53 Acting honor
54 Golfer Lorena
55 AOLers, e.g.
56 “Paradise Lost” figure
60 Spanish smooch
61 Lingerie catalog buys
62 Car trip game
64 Some advanced degs.
66 Floor pad
67 Part of IPA
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
EGRET  HERON  FINCH  ROBIN  RAVEN  EAGLE  CRANE  GOOSE
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Argentina has had 5 different currencies in the past 50 years—because 
of massive inflation, one modern peso equals ten trillion 1960s pesos.

• A 2014 UK survey found that one in three people had not written anything 
by hand in the previous six months.

• Over the course of 597 episodes, Homer Simpson’s median income has 
actually never surpassed the median income in the U.S.

• From 2007 to 2016, 20 percent of songs that mentioned Grey Poupon 
ranked on Billboard charts or were on albums that did.

• Out of the 118 hip-hop songs mentioning Grey Poupon, the most 
common rhyming word is “coupon,” which is used 20 times.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: COUPE  TAKEN  PACKET  NORMAL
Answer: What the bartender did when the disagreement got heated -- KEPT HIS COOL

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You may be 
prompted to work harder and more efficiently than 
usual in the week to come. You tend to display confi-
dence even if you do not possess the requisite skills 
or experience.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Silence is golden, but 
knowledge is platinum. As this week unfolds, gather 
information before you tackle new projects or tasks. 
Just because something seems easy doesn’t mean 
it is.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The higher you climb 
the harder it is to cling to the ladder. Your ambitious 
nature may put you in a precarious position in the 
week ahead. Be prepared for all possible contingen-
cies.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may become 
serious about adding structure and organizing your 
financial affairs. Avoid beginning new projects, 
making major purchases or taking the initiative in the 
week ahead. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Work hard but don’t 
be hard-hearted. As this week unfolds, you may 
become more creative about achieving your ambi-
tions, but some influential people may find your 
actions callous and calculating. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Before you lay down 
the law, consider the consequences. It is said that 

if guns were outlawed, then outlaws would be the only 
people with guns. Think before issuing mandates in the 
week ahead. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Diplomacy is the key to 
making your week ahead less challenging. Tensions 
can be easily soothed through a mere kind word or two. 
Maintain a positive attitude and use good judgment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): This is a good week to 
keep your money in your wallet and the credit card in 
the drawer. Be businesslike and above reproach at the 
workplace. A partner may have some great ideas.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): It could be 
stressful to be successful in the week to come. There 
could be a domino effect that causes a crucial tile to fall 
if you overreact to criticism or a temporary family crisis. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Stick to safe, sound 
and conservative principles in the week to come. Don’t 
give your heart or money away impulsively. You can 
blind to facts or only hear what you want to hear.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A penny saved is a 
penny that does not jeopardize your financial security. 
You might let your attraction to fads rule your head in the 
upcoming week. Avoid making impulsive purchases.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you aim for fame you 
risk losing the game. In the week ahead you may get 
more than your fair share of attention or end up in the 
public eye, especially if you do something wrong.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1791, the Bank of the United States 
opened. In 1792, Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 22, received his first 
lesson in music composition from 
Franz Joseph Haydn in Vienna.

Dec. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1577, Sir Francis Drake of England 
set out with five ships on a nearly 
three-year journey around the 
world. In 2003, former Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein was captured by 
U.S. troops.

Dec. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1962, Mariner 2 was launched. It 
made the first visit by a U.S. probe 

to another planet, Venus. In 1977, 
Egyptian and Israeli representa-
tives gathered in Cairo for their first 
formal peace conference.

Dec. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1877, Thomas Edison patented 
the phonograph. In 1939, the film 
“Gone with the Wind” premiered at 
Loew’s Grand Theater in Atlanta.

Dec. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1773, a group of American patriots 
dressed as Indians raided Brit-
ish ships in Boston Harbor. They 
seized more than 300 chests of tea 
and threw them into the water to 
protest British taxes. In 1951, the 

radio program “Dragnet” debuted as 
a TV show on NBC.

Dec. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1843, “A Christmas Carol” by 
Charles Dickens was published. In 
1903, brothers Orville and Wilbur 
Wright made four brief flights - the 
first manned flights of a heavier-
than-air aircraft - on a beach near 
Kitty Hawk, N.C.

Dec. 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, slavery was abolished in 
the United States when the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution 
went into effect. In 1892, Tchai-
kovsky’s ballet “The Nutcracker” 
was first performed in St. Peters-
burg, Russia.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1944, 
bandleader Glenn Miller was lost 
in an apparent plane crash into 
the English Channel during bad 
weather while on a trip to entertain 
Allied troops in France.

This week’s question: In 
1968, a daughter of the U.S. presi-
dent-elect married the grandson of 
a former president. What were their 
names?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Research shows that consuming highly processed meat instead of the 

whole animal helps you feel less empathy for the animal you’re eating.
• Access to water in the Blue Nile Basin of Ethiopia may increase in 

coming decades due to climate change, spurring agricultural growth.
• According to a study, parents’ use of mobile technology around young 

children may be causing negative interactions with their kids.
• Research shows that people who regularly smoke large amounts of can-

nabis have reduced bone density and are more prone to fractures.
• The cursing that may accompany Tourette’s syndrome has to do with 

certain words being more connected to emotional centers in the brain.
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