
Brain tumor handed me 
a challenge and a reward

(Continued on Page 2)

Why me?

Edward A Forbes
The Bulletin

Sometimes misfortune strikes us, 
and we wonder, “Why me?” when 
we should be looking to see what 
this misfortune has waiting around 
the bend. It was 15 years ago when I 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor.

I was aware of a hearing loss, 
but basically ignored it. What got 
my attention was while carrying my 
grandchild down the street, I kept 
“pulling to the right.” As I was fairly 
certain I didn’t require a front end 
alignment, I went to see my Dr. 
Weiner. After discussing current 
events and  telling a few jokes, he 
referred me to Dr. Bruce Meyers, 
ENT (Ear, Nose & Throat)  in Lake 
Jackson.

Dr. Meyers had an audiologist 
give me a hearing test. You know 
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Who doesn’t 
have the crud?
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By John Toth
The Bulletin

He sat behind the counter, snif-
fling. “You have the crud, don’t you?”

I was stating the obvious. He was 
right in the middle of it. It seems like 
everybody has the crud.

I had the crud. The good news 
is that after a few days, I started 
feeling human again, and in a week, 
I was good to go, back to routine 
living again without having to be 
near a bathroom.

“By the time I see you again next 
week, you’ll be your old self again,” I 

reassured him.
He complained of the same 

symptoms I had - stuffy and runny 
nose, head pressure,sore throat, 
fever, coughing and whatever else 
you want to throw at it. He sat in his 
chair, looking like he just wanted to 
crawl into bed and go back to sleep.

Instead, he was working a shift 
and dealing with customers. That 
probably didn’t help to contain the 
virus.

The New England Patriots took 
two planes to Houston recently 
because a number of their players 
came down with the flu. I was listen-
ing to a report on this story in which 

Ramblings

It’s never too early to deck the halls with boughs of holly
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Yes, I am one of “those” people.
About 30 minutes after Labor 

Day has officially ended, I feel a 
strange compulsion to binge on 
my mother’s iced sugar cookies 
shaped like snowmen while listen-
ing to Nat King Cole croon about 
chestnuts.

 I usually resist breaking out my 
collection of “international” Santa 
figurines - including Las Vegas 
Santa indulging his gambling 
addiction on the slots - until after 
Halloween. But once I’ve polished 
off my kids’ trick-or-treat candy, I go 
into full-out Christmas-prep beast 
mode.

I realize that my premature Yule-
tide activities irritate some folks, 
and I place the blame partly on the 

retail economy, which starts cel-
ebrating HallowThanksMas around 
the time when we East Texans are 
suffering from acute Eskimo envy in 
the sweltering month of September. 
And I must admit that it’s a little 

disconcerting to go to Walmart for 
a new giant unicorn pool float and 
walk past a tempting display of 
Little Debbie Christmas Tree Cakes. 
Thankfully, I can usually limit myself 

(Continued on Page 8)

One of those 
Mondays

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

If you are looking for a column 
with socially redeeming value, 
today’s column is not it. 

I just had “one of those days.”  
We all have them, but I have this 
column, and I get to write about 
mine.

The day actually didn’t start that 
badly. 

My lovely wife told me, at my 
request, exactly what she wanted 
for Christmas.  That’s a good thing.  

The View from My Seat

SEE PAGES 9-13
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LOOKS LIKE WE’RE GOING TO BE HERE FOR A WHILE, 
BOYS: After police pulled over a drunk driver in Austin, Tx., another 
drunk driver crashed his car into their cruisers. The officers then called 
an ambulance which sped to the scene and was struck by a third drunk 
driver shortly after it arrived.

NOTHING TO SEE HERE, FOLKS: A man used an excessive 
amount of explosives to blow up a cash machine outside a store in 
Nottinghamshire, England, at 3:30 in the morning, scattering money 
everywhere. He managed to stuff some of the cash into his hoodie, but 
left a lot of it strewn across the parking lot when he took off because 
people had woken up and were watching him.

SO, HOW DO YOU LIKE MY BIRD, OFFICER!? A man was 
arrested for drunk driving in Oak Creek, Wisc., after he was spotted 
roaring down the road with a live chicken on his shoulder.

GREAT, A CLEAN GETAWAY … HEY, WHAT’S THAT BEEP-
ING SOUND?: Three men wearing disguises robbed a business in 
Burnsville, Minn., and fled the scene in a van. Unfortunately for them, 
one of the items they took was a GPS tracker, which the cops had acti-
vated and used to hunt them down pretty quickly.

I WAS LOOKING FOR AISLE 3, OFFICER: In an effort to avoid 
being arrested for drunk driving, a man stole an electric powered shop-
ping cart from the Walmart in Houma, La., and then took it to several 
bars over a distance of about half a mile. He thought you needed to be 
in a car to be charged. This is not true, it turns out.

YOU WANT A PIECE OF US, SIMBA!?: Someone filming a flock 
of turkeys in a rural area of Marin County, Calif., was alarmed to see a 
bobcat approaching them. Amazingly, the turkeys, numbering about 30, 
grouped together and charged right for the animal and chased it away.

WELL, HELLO, LADIES, HOT ENOUGH FOR YA’?: The city 
council’s office against discrimination in Barcelona, Spain, reacting to 
complaints from women, decreed that the ladies be allowed to swim top-
less at the city’s municipal pools

ACTUALLY, IT WORKED; IT REALLY SLOWED HIM DOWN: 
An automotive shop owner set up a dummy police car in his front park-
ing lot to trick drivers into slowing down as they roar past on the highway 
along the northwest shore of Flathead Lake in Montana. Last week at 
two in the morning, a guy smashed his vehicle right into the fake police 
cruiser.

MAY WE COME IN, SIR? After a man accidentally dialed 911, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police showed up at his house in Chebogue, 
Nova Scotia, where they found 94 long guns and six pistols just laying 
around the home. They arrested him for unsafe storage of firearms and 
seized them all.

I FELT LIKE I WAS GOOD TO DRIVE: A man, driving a Segway, 
was stopped by a police lieutenant outside a Sheriff’s Office substation 
in Polk County, Fla., for riding in the middle lanes, swerving and imped-
ing traffic. He was arrested after he admitted to the officer that he had 
consumed nearly two bottles of wine.

the one where you are told to push 
a button when you hear a tone, and 
you never know if it is real or imagi-
nary. After looking at the results and 
a protracted interview, he sent me 
to the hospital to have a MRI. “Don’t 

come back without the film” was his 
departing remark. At the hospital, I 
got an MRI (the first of many), and 
I told them I needed the film for Dr. 
Meyers. The young and very nice 
lady assured me they didn’t do that, 
so I called the doctor, and he asked 

to speak to the nice young lady. 
I don’t know what was said, but I 
received film in short order.

The long and short of it was a 
referral to an ENT Oncologist in 
Houston. Dr. Joseph Chang, and 
a neurosurgeon, his PA (physician 
assistant) and Dr. Chang’s PA did a 
13-hour procedure that removed a 
five-centimeter tumor off the eighth 
cranial nerve. 

Tumor was benign, and surgery 
was successful except for damaging 
a nerve. This left me with total loss 
of hearing on right side and paraly-
sis on the right side of my face. 
Eye wouldn’t close, mouth wouldn’t 
close, which was pretty annoying 
and inconvenient. Doctors said 
that it would get better with time. I 
decided to be proactive.

I was familiar with acupuncture 
and decided I would see if that 
would help. Insurance wouldn’t pay, 
so I had to find a more financially 
acceptable way of having a pro-

longed course of therapy. I found 
the American College of Oriental 
Medicine and Acupuncture off of 
Wesleyan and Richmond in Hous-
ton. This is where my misfortune 
guided me to appreciation of life’s 
many intersections.

While my saga was progressing, 
my dear cousin, Judy, was having a 
crisis of her own. She was a health 
fanatic. Diet (think twigs, nuts and 
berries), exercise, were her thing. 
She fell while hiking in New Mexico 
and broke her arm. 

When she got back to Houston 
and saw her orthopedic doctor, she 
mentioned that her abdomen was 
bloated and at times was painful.  
The doctor (I should say the good 
doctor) immediately sent her for 
x-rays and MRI. She had cancer. 
That cursed big C had invaded her 
body. It was an aggressive type, and 
nonsmoker that she was, invaded 
her lungs, bone and eventually her 
brain. 

I normally worked 50-hour 
weeks, but the acupuncture therapy 
required me to go to Houston three 
times a week. I quickly found that 
since Judy was either at home or in 
the hospital, I could call on my cell 
phone and talk for the duration of 
my drive to Houston. 

After therapy – if she was up to it 
– I paid a visit. If God hadn’t given 
me that tumor, I wouldn’t have been 
able to share Judy’s journey to 
the extent I did. Her daughter got 
married and had a small reception 
at the Debakey Palliative Care Unit 
lobby. 

I got to see the happiness on 
Judy’s face and in her heart. She 
left us a few days later.

“Why me?” indeed. How fortunate 
that it was me. A sad emoji with a 
small smile today.
(Edward Forbes wants to hear from you. 
Email him at eforbes1946@gmail.com 
or send comments to The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX. 77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

My brain surgery aftermath drew me closer to suffering cousin



remain silent and preferred opaque 
enclosures and changing hiding 
locations.

Researchers did not offer food 
reward for playing the game but 
rather engaged in playful interac-
tions with the rats after the game 
was over. Also, neuronal recordings 
revealed “intense prefrontal cortex 
activity” that varied with game 
events and with the two roles.

At present, it is unclear how 
widespread animal play behavior is 
and what its evolutionary function 
might be.

Ancient baby bottles
Q. Prehistoric spouted vessels 

dating back around 3,000 years 
may actually have been baby 
bottles. What is the significance of 
this discovery?

A. “The pots are a window on a 
key stage in human history when 
there was rapid population growth 
aided by the ability to nourish babies 
with something other than human 
breast milk,” says Julie Dunne of the 
University of Bristol, UK, as reported 
by Claire Wilson in “New Scientist” 
magazine. 

Since breastfeeding women are 
less able to get pregnant, modern 
hunter-gatherers tend to breastfeed 
for up to five years, thus spacing 
out their children and freeing adults 
from managing lots of babies when 
they’re on the move. As Dunne 
explains, in farming communities, 
“feeding infants with something 
other than breast milk would have 
let families have children in quicker 
succession and boost the popula-
tion.”

Analyzing chemical residues 
from spouted pots in the graves of 
three young children, Dunne’s team 
discovered that two had fatty acids 
found in milk from goats, sheep or 
cattle; the third apparently had con-
tained both animal and breast milk 
at various times. The vessels could 
have been used to wean babies off 
breast milk or given to those whose 
mothers had died.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Astronaut immortalizes wife

Q. What amazing feat did Apollo 
8 achieve seven months before 
Apollo 11’s historic lunar landing? 
And what little-known part did astro-
naut Jim Lovell’s wife play?

A. The Apollo 8 flight in which 
astronauts Lovell, Frank Borman 
and Bill Anders circumnavigated 
the moon in December 1968, was 
“certainly more radical” than Apollo 
11, say William Sheehan and Kevin 
Schindler in “Discover” magazine.

“As the first manned mission to 
leave Earth orbit and reach the 
moon’s sphere of gravitational influ-
ence, it accomplished a truly astro-
nomical leap forward in distance. It 
would be as if the Wright brothers, 
after Kitty Hawk, immediately set 
out to fly around the globe.”

One important task of Apollo 8 
was to locate suitable landmarks 
along Apollo 11’s approach to its 
likely landing site in the Sea of 
Tranquility, and as Lovell studied the 
lunar surface, he noted a triangular 
mountain range with more sun-
angle contrast. 

He called it Mount Marilyn after 
his wife. That remained its unof-
ficial name until 2017, when the 
International Astronomical Union 
accepted the designation, though it 

stressed the name was not meant to 
commemorate any specific person 
(Marilyn Lovell, Marilyn Monroe, or 
anyone else).

Conclude the authors: Mount 
Marilyn will remind future explor-
ers that the wives of the astronauts 
“helped make history, and the 
triumph belongs as much to them as 
to their husbands who actually went 
to the moon.”

BTW, “in the latest count of 
the more than 1,600 craters on 
the moon, only about 30 bear a 
woman’s name.”

Animals like to play 
hide-and-seek

Q. Did you ever play hide-and-
seek with your kids when they were 
young? Do you know what animal 
also seems to like to play the game?

A. “Rats quickly learned the 
game and learned to alternate 
between hiding vs. seeking roles,” 
reports Annika Stefanie Reinhold 
et al. in “Science” magazine. As 
seekers, rats searched for the 
hidden humans and kept on until 
they were found. Rats turned out to 
be “strategic players,” using visual 
cues and targeting past hiding 
locations. During this stage, they 
were highly vocal and looked like 
they were having fun, teasing the 
experimenter and executing “joy 
jumps.” As hiders, the rats tended to 

Use Seal N Heal® to close 
wounds with a bitter taste to 
allow healing on dogs and 
cats. At all Tractor Supply 
(www.happyjackinc.com)
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Super storm of 1993
“The Storm of the Century,” the Blizzard of 1993, was one of the most 

intense mid-latitude cyclones ever observed over the Eastern U.S.
High winds knocked out power to over 10 million customers. Storm surge 

and heavy snow also negatively impacted many areas. Locations in Tennes-
see and North Carolina measured 60 and 50 inches of snow, respectively. 

Since the storm moved throughout a densely populated portion of the US, 
approximately 200 people died as a result.

Super storm of 1993
Another blizzard from winter 

weather history to make our list was 
the Blizzard of 1996.

As one of the most infamous 
storms in the U.S., this nor’easter 
paralyzed New York and the rest of 
the East Coast with up to four feet 
of snow in some areas. Philadelphia 
accumulated 30.7 inches of snow, 
which still stands as its record to 
date.

The storm killed a scary 154 
people. Many died as a result of 
over-exertion from shoveling snow 
and other snow-related accidents 
and economic losses are estimated 
at about $3 billion.

A blizzard is a severe snowstorm 
characterized by strong sustained 
winds of at least 56 km/h (35 mph) 
and lasting for a prolonged period of 
time – typically three hours or longer.
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to five or six family-size packs.
Another reason for my pre-season 

holly-jolly spaz attack is the sheer 
magnitude of our Christmas swag. 
I spend most of the year expecting 
our ceiling to collapse under the 
mass of nativity sets, Christmas vil-
lages, and countless other seasonal 
dust magnets stockpiled in our attic. 
In fact, I’m resigned to the probabil-
ity that I’ll eventually be taken out by 
a Rubbermaid tub full of decorative 
nutcrackers. Seriously, though, I 
figure if I don’t start dragging out the 
decor soon enough, I’ll still be string-
ing up lights when it’s time to over-
dose on Velveeta dip and chicken 
wings during the Super Bowl.

As an example of our fanatical 
festooning, we don’t allow Santa to 
squeeze out of our gas-log fireplace 
until we’ve erected not one, but 

two Christmas trees in our living 
room. One serves as our “fashion-
able” tree, adorned with ornaments 
accumulated from several trips my 
wife and I took overseas - before 
we had our three daughters and 
started hemorrhaging wads of cash 
on dance lessons, cell phones, and 
salted-caramel iced mochas.

The other tree features mostly 
homemade ornaments, many 
of which include photos of our 
daughters at various ages. This tree 
is a favorite of my wife and me, and 
when the girls aren’t vociferously 
expressing their unmitigated disgust 
at the pictures of themselves with 
toddler bangs or missing baby 
teeth, they secretly compete to see 
who can maneuver their own photo 
ornaments to the highest and most 
visible branches.

Eventually the tree develops a 

distinct top-heavy list, threatening 
to topple over and impale our full-
figured Siamese cat, who spends 
most of the holiday lounging at the 
tree’s base and wistfully gazing 
upwards, wondering what it might 
be like to muster the energy to climb 
it – or even paw at a low-hanging 
baby Jesus made of Styrofoam and 
pipe cleaners.

The pinnacle of our home 
decorating frenzy involves the 
death defying installation of exterior 
lighting. Each year, I entertain the 
neighbors and risk permanent 
paralysis by hanging several strings 
of C-9 bulbs from the unnecessar-
ily steep eves of our house. This 
process inevitably requires that I 
actually climb onto our roof for a 
public performance of uncoordi-
nated acrophobia.

Taking the advice of my dad - a 

veritable Rembrandt of domestic 
holiday displays - I stay as low as 
possible while I’m scuttling around 
up there and trying to avoid hurling 
on the housetop. And I’m usually 
able to pick all of the shingle grit 
out of my ears and teeth by the new 
year.

Once all of the decorating is 
done, and I’m in my easy chair 
nursing a pulled groin and a mug of 
hot cocoa with extra mini marshmal-

lows, I look around at the twinkling 
lights, the radiant poinsettias, and 
the stockings hung by the chimney-
insert with care, and I realize that it’s 
worth all of the trouble.

And if I start packing all of this 
away shortly, I can re-decorate the 
house in time for Valentine’s Day.

Copyright 2019 Jase Graves
    susanjase@sbcglobal.net
Graves is an award-winning 

humor columnist from East Texas. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Death defying light installation act part of preparing for holidays

Prices good thru 12-24-19
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Is it just a sore throat or strep? There are ways to tell
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

A sore throat is a common 
symptom of an upper respiratory 
infection such as a cold or flu. 
It’s also a symptom of a bacterial 
infection commonly referred to as 
strep throat. How can you tell if your 
child’s sore throat is caused by a 
viral or bacterial infection? Mayo 
Clinic family medicine specialist Dr. 
Tina Ardon helps make the distinc-
tion.

Your child complains of an itchy 
sore throat that hurts when he or 
she swallows. Most often, it’s a viral 
infection that will go away on its 
own. You can treat the symptoms, 
but there is no cure for a cold or flu 
virus.

“Antibiotics simply won’t work for 
a viral infection,” says Ardon.

If your child complains of throat 
pain without coughing, it may be a 
sign of a different upper respiratory 
illness.

“Strep throat or strep pharyngi-
tis, the medical term for that, is a 
specific bacterial infection that can 
happen in the back of the throat.”

Telltale signs include tiny red 
spots on at the back of the roof 
of the mouth, or red and swollen 
tonsils — sometimes with white 
patches.

“Typically, if it’s strep throat, 
you’re only going to have symptoms 
related to the back of the throat: 
fever, maybe a headache and then 
the sore throat,” says Ardon.

Your health care provider can 
perform lab tests to confirm if it’s 
strep throat and offer antibiotics to 
treat the bacterial infection.

“If a child has other symptoms, 
such as a runny nose, sneezing, 
coughing, it’s highly unlikely we’re 
dealing with strep throat.”

Plenty of rest and warm, soothing 
liquids will help. And make sure your 
child has been immunized with a flu 
vaccine.

t
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Now you can get The Bulletin delivered weekly to your email 
There is now an easier way to 

read The Bulletin if you are getting 
the paper online.

For those of you who like to hold 
the newspaper in your hands rather 
than reading on a screen, go no 
further. You’re fine. Don’t change a 
thing.

But there are those who would 
rather read the paper online. If 

you’re one of those, we have some-
thing that you may be interested in, 
and it’s free.

We’ll deliver the paper by email 
each week, so all you have to do is 
open the link and away you go. No 
need to search for our website on 
Tuesdays.

Here is all you have to do.
Go to our website, www.mybull-

etinnewspaper.com. (It’s long, but 
that’s all that was available.) If you 
misspell it, Google will probably find 
it anyway.

Scroll down all the way to the 
bottom of the page, where you’ll find 
a box. Fill it out and press “sub-
scribe.” That’s it. We’ll do the rest.

And, it’s totally free.

Nachos anyone?
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I wouldn’t need to guess what she 
wanted or battle last-minute crowds.  
It was all printed out for me: The 
store, the item, the size and the 
cost.

All I needed to do was buy it.  It 
was only the first week in Decem-
ber. This would be a personal best.

I am a procrastinator, but this time 
I immediately went to the store.  It 
was empty. No lines!

I showed the printout to the 
clerk. She went to get the item but 
returned empty-handed wearing 
a frown. She didn’t have the item 
but had a similar one. I suggested 
that the fact my wife had given me 
a printout with specifics probably 
meant she wasn’t of a mind to settle 
for something that was just similar. 

The clerk promised to check other 
branches and email me if she found 
exactly what I wanted. I now get 
daily email advertisements from the 
store, but haven’t heard about the 
gift yet.

What started as a promising day 
was sliding downhill … and that was 
only the beginning. 

My next stop was the supermar-
ket. Everything went fine until I tried 
to retract the ramp that allows me 
to get in and out of the van in my 
wheelchair. It wouldn’t budge. I was 
trapped in the van. I tried several 
tricks of the trade and finally, after 
about an hour, it retracted. 

I went immediately to get the 
ramp checked at the dealership.

Looking for good news while wait-
ing at the car dealership for the bad 
news, I started reading headlines 
on my phone. I should have known 
better.  

The stock market was down 
almost 400 points, and the average 
life expectancy in America was also 
down for the third year in a row. 

Intrigued, I Googled “life expec-
tancy” and came across a post from 
the Social Security Administration 
that predicts how many years you 
have left. According to the actuarial 
tables, I have 13 years left.  

I would have found this depress-
ing on a normal day, but this day it 
was reassuring to know I had time 
left.

After paying for a new battery 

and some adjustments on my van, 
I headed home for what I hoped 
would be a relaxing evening.

We ate dinner, and I transferred 
from my wheelchair into my recliner 
to watch Monday Night Football. 

My wheelchair has a device 
attached that powers the chair. A 
Bluetooth connection on my wrist 
allows me to control the wheelchair.  
It works great, as long as I remem-
ber to turn it off when I am not in the 
chair. 

Of course, on this day, I forgot to 
turn it off. While watching the game, 
I accidentally hit a button on the 
Bluetooth device. My wheelchair 
took off without me.

The chair traveled across the 
living room and, quite miraculously, 
made a right turn and slammed into 
the door of the bedroom where my 
wife was sleeping.

I was stranded. I reached for 
my phone to call my wife for help 
but realized it was in another room 
charging.

That left two options. I could 
scream loudly in hopes I could alert 
my wife to the problem without star-

tling her. Or, I could crawl across the 
room and climb into the wheelchair. 

Just as I was starting my crawl, 
the bedroom door opened, and 
my wife, looking dazed from being 
awakened by the wheelchair crash-
ing into the 
door, came 
out and 
brought the 
wheelchair 
back to me.

She really 
didn’t even 
say anything.  
It was as if 
this was just 
another day 
with Ernie.

I sought 
refuge from 
the day’s 
activities in 
bed. I turned 
on the televi-
sion to watch 

another episode of “The Crown” on 
Netflix.

Wouldn’t you know.  My smart TV 
was no longer that smart.  A notice 
appeared on the screen that my TV 
no longer supported Netflix.

It was 
almost 
midnight. As 
Scarlett said, 
“Tomorrow is 
another day.”

(Ernie Wil-
liamson wel-
comes reader 
input. Please 
contact Ernie 
at williamso
nernie@gm
ail.com. Or, 
send letters 
in care of The 
Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, 
Angleton, TX. 
77516)

(Continued from Page 1)

A Monday when everything reminded me that it’s Monday

If something’s going to break, it’ll happen on a Monday
Seriously. Think back to when the dishwasher broke, when the washing 

machine stopped draining, or when the pipe froze. It happened on a Monday, 
right? Something about the stars or Mars or Roman gods line up, and appli-
ances are cursed on Monday. On the bright side, if they would have broken 
on Friday, you couldn’t call a repair service until – Monday.
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We hope your holidays will be filled with joy 
and laughter through the New Year. 

Merry Christmas!

Safety. Honor. Committment

Merry Christmas
to all our readers and advertisers

A Special Holiday Section of The Bulletin
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Have a holly, jolly Christmas...
A special section of The Bulletin By Janice R. Edwards

The Bulletin

‘Twas the night before Christmas when all down the 
river,
A north wind was blowing, leaving all with a shiver.
The crab traps were placed in the river with care,
In hopes that crab dinners would soon be there.

The wild ducks were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of summertime danced in their heads;
With Roy in his vest, and I washing dishes;
Had just contemplated catching winter-time fishes.

When out on the river there came such a wake,
We sprang to the door to see what boat was the 
flake.
Away to the deck we flew like a flash and 
Tore open the door, so we wouldn’t crash.

The moon’s silver ribbon on the river, and so,
It looked like mid-day to all here below.
When, what to my wondering eyes should I see,
But a bearded old salt, come in from the sea.

That little old driver so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
More rapid than jet skis, his dolphins they came,
And he whistled and shouted and called them by 
name.

Now, Swimmer, now, Dancer, now Flounder and 
Nemo!
On Flipper, on Keiko, on Spinner and Gulf Streamo,
To the end of the boat slip, to the edge of the dock,
Now swim away, swim away, please watch the clock.

As the dry sand that before the wild hurricane flies,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the 
skies,
So up on the deck top the dolphins they flew,
With the boatful of tackle, and St. Nicholas, too.

And then, in a moment, I heard on the boards, 

The whistles and clicks dolphins make in fiords.
As we drew in our heads and were turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

He had on a slicker, and a Hawaiian shirt,
And his clothes were all covered with fishermen’s dirt.
A net full of tackle he had on his back
And he looked like he’d bought out Academy when 
opening his sack.

The lines ‘round his eyes - how they wrinkled, his 
dimples, how merry!
His cheeks were all sunburned, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;
 His face, it was broad, and he had quite a belly
That shook when he moved like a bowl of Naval Jelly.

He was chubby and plump, like a current-day Beach 
Boy,
And I thought ‘bout their song, “Kokomo,” that brought 
me such joy.
A wave of his hand, and that he didn’t run,
Soon let us know we could put up the gun.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings with top water’s and jerks,
Then leaving rods and reels – the ones that Roy 
chose,
And giving the hooks, up the chimney he rose.

He jumped in his boat, to his dolphins, gave a tome,
And away they all cruised, leaving just the sea foam.
But I heard him exclaim, ere he went out of sight,
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND TO ALL, A 
GOOD-NIGHT!

(Jan wants to hear from you. Write her in care of The 
Bulletin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. Snail mail: The 
Bulletin, P.O. Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Twas The Night Before Christmas at River’s End

Goal of wreath for every veteran’s grave reached at local cemetery 
 The Angleton Cemetery Asso-

ciation received enough donations 
this year to cover all the wreaths 
for every veteran’s grave site there, 
said Betty Perry, administrator. 

A memorial ceremony for the 
Wreaths Across America program 
was held at the cemetery grounds 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, led by County 
Judge Matt Sebesta, accompanied 
by an Honor Guard appearance, 
The placement of the real balsam fir 
wreaths with red bows followed.

The placement is an annual 

event, and the number of veterans 
buried increases each year. Bonnie 
Guynes, the office assistant at the 
cemetery, said that the number is up 
to almost 1,100 now. The wreaths 
are placed at the headstone or 
footstone of veterans who are either 
laid to rest by traditional means or 
by cremation.

Veterans, family members of vet-
erans, and Boy Scouts have been 
among those helping.

Last year, the association fell 
short of receiving enough donations, 

and the board voted to cover the 
remaining ones, Ms. Guynes said.

When The Bulletin published a 
story in its annual Tribute to Vet-
erans & Military in November, the 
association was still short 36 per-
cent of its goal to cover every grave.  
“It is covered 100 percent now,” said 
Ms. Perry. She added donations can 
still be given for next year. Checks 
to fund wreaths can be made out to 
Angleton Cemetery. For information, 
please call the cemetery association 
at (979) 849-8491.
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100 Hwy. 332, Lake Jackson
Inside Brazos Mall

(979) 297-4002

Hungry yet? 
Come see us!

Like us on Facebook

Merry
Christmas
from
our
family
to

yoursyours

DID YOU KNOW? Have a holly, jolly Christmas...
A special section of The Bulletin

• The origin of Christmas trees 
goes all the way back to ancient 
Egyptians and Romans, who 
marked the winter solstice with ever-
greens as a reminder that spring 
would return soon. But it wasn’t until 
Prince Albert of Germany introduced 
the tree to his new wife, Queen 
Victoria of England, that the tradition 
really took off. 

• You probably already knew that 
the idea of Santa Claus came from 
St. Nicholas, but the real saint 
wasn’t a bearded man who wore 
a red suit and had a long, white 
beard. That all came much later.

According to legend, the fourth-
century Christian bishop gave away 
his abundant inheritance to help the 

needy and rescued women from 
servitude. As the tale made the 
rounds, his name became Sinter 
Klaas in Dutch. That later morphed 
into Santa Claus, and the rest of the 
trappings followed.

America’s first batch of eggnog 

was made in the Jamestown 
settlement in 1607. Its name comes 
from the word “grog”, meaning any 
drink made with rum. Non-alcoholic 
eggnog is popular as well.

The Christmas wreath was origi-
nally hung as a symbol of Jesus.

Malickxander Ibarra talks to Santa 
Claus at the Brazosport College 
Library.

Children spread 
holiday cheer at 

BC Library 
Children from the Bill & Julia May 

Children’s Center at Brazosport Col-
lege recently visited the BC Library, 
where they entertained parents, 
students, staff and faculty by singing 
a variety of Christmas carols. During 
their visit, the kids also had an 
opportunity to sit and talk to Santa 
Claus. For more information on the 
Bill & Julia May Children’s Center at 
Brazosport College, call (979) 230-
3463. To learn more about Brazos-
port College, call (979) 230-3000.
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Have a holly, jolly Christmas...
A special section of The Bulletin

Angleton Chamber holds Falala night

Angleton Chamber held their Annual Ladies Night Out event. There 
was great food, dancing, auctions, and we got a start on some holiday 
shopping with the vendors at the event.

The Bulletin donated tickets to 
Dickens on the Strand for the 
Falala silent auction.

MSR Houston donated a karting 
experience to the silent auction.

(979) 297-0731 420 Garland Dr. Lake Jackson, Tx 77566

Our gi�
 to you

$199
1st Month's Rent

*Restric�ons Apply 

• Santa Claus originated in a 
newspaper ad. Far from being a 
quaint medieval legend, Santa 
Claus first appeared as a recogniz-
able entity in a newspaper ad for 
toys and “gift books” in the mid-19th 
century.

• While most cinema versions 
of “A Christmas Carol” show the 
reformed miser celebrating with 
his low-paid employee, Scrooge 
celebrates instead with his middle-
class nephew in the book.

 • “The 12 Days of Christmas” 
costs about $1.3 million. The big 
challenge is getting the lords to leap 
in unison. About $100k per lord, with 
an extra $100k to cover the birds, 
rings, milkmaids, and so forth.

• Until 1850, Dec. 25 was not a 
legal holiday in New England, so 
stores and business were open, and 
children were expected to attend 
school.

Christmas Tidbits
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Have a holly, jolly Christmas...
A special section of The Bulletin

By Barton Goldsmith
Tribune News Service (TNS)

It does seem that chaos and the 
holiday season go hand in hand. 
Here are some tools for making your 
holiday less stressful and yourself 
and your loved ones more comfort-
able.

1. Expect a little chaos. There 
will be minor inconveniences, like 
crowded stores, difficulty parking, 
and long checkout lines, and more 
chaos at home if you have kids out 
of school.

2. Enjoy the holiday cheer. 
The holidays bring a lot of posi-
tive energy. It’s part of why we 
love this time of year. Feeling it 
makes it easier to deal with any real 
Scrooges who may come along.

3. Watch what you spend. This 
is important to remember, because 
you may not feel the pinch until after 
the holidays. Create a budget and 

stick to it. Pay with cash.
4. Enjoy the music. Holiday 

music can be uplifting, and it’s 
pretty much everywhere during the 
season. It also comes in every musi-
cal style, from classical to rap, so it’s 
easy to find something to enjoy.

5. Feel the warmth. The holidays 
often bring out the best in people. 
This is a good time to get together 
with family and friends, have a little 
holiday cheer. It’s a great feeling.

6. Don’t be the Grinch. Almost 
every family or office has one, the 
person who hates the holidays. You 
don’t want to be that guy or gal, so 
buck up, put on a red nose, and 
enjoy the party! It’s going to happen 
anyway so get onboard.

7. Make it about the kids, but 
don’t forget each other. Some 
couples are all about doing the 
holidays for their children, and they 
forget to give each other the same 

kind of attention. We all want and 
need love and attention, so share 
yours freely.

8. Try not to overindulge. Food, 
alcohol, and candy are plentiful at 
holiday time, so it’s wise to remem-
ber that you have only this one body 
and eventually, perhaps tomorrow, 
you will have to pay for that extra 
piece of pie or that third serving of 
turkey.

9. Be careful out there. Traffic 
and distracted holiday shoppers do 
not mix well. Take your time, be gra-
cious, and plan to park at the back 
of the lot. The extra exercise won’t 
hurt. It’s easy to get into a fender 
bender or just frustrated while driv-
ing, so stay cool.

10. Be O.K. with not getting 
everything you wanted or nothing 
at all. The holidays are not about 
presents; they are about presence. 
Being with those who care for you 
— or finding people who need your 
care — is what this season is all 
about.

Ten ways to spread the holiday cheer and reduce stress
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others.
At least two things happen when 

we give. First, when we give with 
the right attitude, God reminds us 
that what we have isn’t really ours. 

He gives us everything we have; 
it actually belongs to Him. King 
David prayed, “All things come 
from You, and of Your own we 
have given You” (1 Chronicles 29:
14). We need to learn this impor-
tant truth.

Second, when we give, we help 
meet the needs of others whom 
God also loves. By giving to others 
we testify to God’s love for them, 
and we point them to the greatest 
gift of all - God’s gift of His Son for 

Someone already bought you a ticket to heaven
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why are so many ministries 
always asking for money? I often 
hear people say that if people 
do not give, the work of the Lord 
will not be accomplished. Is this 
really the case? - M.H.

A: God does not “need” our 
money to get His work done. 
He is sovereign and could do 
it without our help. Yet He has 
arranged it so that His work often 
is done through the generosity 
of His own people as a means 
to glorify Him in all that we do 
- even the expenditure of our 
funds. He entrusts His people 
to be responsible and gener-
ous because it blesses Him and 

our salvation.
Someone has said that our 

lives should resemble channels, 
not reservoirs. A reservoir stores 
water; a channel distributes it. 
God wants us to be channels 
of blessing to others. We are 
only stewards of the world’s 
resources. 

They are not ours; they 
are God’s. When we find our 
security in Him, we can then give 
generously from what He has 
entrusted to us. This is our Chris-
tian duty, and the true believer 
gives with a cheerful heart (2 
Corinthians 9:7).

Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that advertising in 
The Bulletin is good for your business.

Call (979) 849-5407.
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw 
their ad in The Bulletin

Call 979-849-5407 for advertising rate information

their coach, Bill Belichick, praised 
the player who showed symptoms 
first but stayed on the job.

But that player infected the rest 
of them. The bad news is that even 
more players got the flu, if that’s 
what it was. The good news is that 
the Texans won. It’s always good to 
beat the Patriots under any circum-
stances.

My cousins and friends from 
across the pond had the same 
symptoms. Everywhere I  go, when 
I bring up the subject, the response 
is, “yeah, we’ve all had it.”

When I walk into stores, I hear 
the constant sound of peple cough-
ing, including me.

I’m not a scientist, but I see a 
trend here.

Since I was down and out for a 
few days, I had plenty of time to feel 
sorry for myself and to start thinking. 
What would happen if this crud were 
more dangerous?

We are vulnerable creatures, but 
not as vulnerable as in the 14th 
Century when the Black Plague 
wiped out 30-60% of Europe’s 
population and may have killed as 
many as 200 million worldwide. It 
took 200 years for the world popula-
tion to recover to its previous level. 
The plague recurred as outbreaks in 
Europe until the 19th century.

These outbreaks killed more 
people than wars. You’d think that 
people back then would just stop 
the warring and focus on staying 
alive a while longer by trying to keep 
away from the plague. The royalty 
could isolate themselves. That was 
about the only defense they had

For the rest of the population, 
it was a crap shoot – a giant leap 
backwards for mankind. 

And so was 1918, when the flu 
epidemic killed more people than 
WWI.

“It is estimated that about 500 
million people, or one-third of the 
world’s population, became infected 
with this virus. The number of 
deaths was estimated to be at least 
50 million worldwide, with about 
675,000 occurring in the United 
States,” according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

“With no vaccine to protect 
against influenza infection, and no 
antibiotics to treat secondary bacte-
rial infections that can be associated 
with influenza infections, control 
efforts worldwide were limited to 
non-pharmaceutical interventions, 

such as isolation, quarantine, good 
personal hygiene, use of disin-
fectants, and limitations of public 
gatherings, which were applied 
unevenly.”

We have come a long way. What 
used to be deadly before can now 
be treated, and in a few days you’re 
as good as new. But we remain 
vulnerable creatures.

I mentioned to my store clerk 
friend the name of an over-the-
counter nose spray brand that I 
used.

“Write the name down,” he said, 
handing me a pen and a piece of 
paper.

“I’m not touching that. I’ll spell 
it for you,” I said, taking two steps 
back.

One less germ found a new 
home.

(Continued from Page 1)

What’s faster? Speed of light or humans passing germs?

Stay Healthy
• Get your flu shot.
• Stay at least three feet away 

from anyone who’s coughing or 
sneezing.

• Keep your hands away from 
your face — and far from your 
mouth and nose.

• Clean communal surfaces at 
least once a day.

• Wash your hands after touching 
any communal surfaces.

• Encourage others to trash their 
own tissues.

• Give sick sleeping partners their 
own pillow, and have them sleep on 
their own side.

• Keep the windows closed.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Workbench gadget
6 Antlered beast
10 Glasses, in ads
14 Popular depilatory
15 Campaign staffer
16 Rochester’s bride
17 Part of the soft palate
18 Lady of the knight
19 Concussions generally aren’t 
visible on them

20 Goal for some college-bound 
students
23 “What was __ was saying?”
24 Tie __
25 Rat Pack member
29 Growing concerns?
33 Like a used hibachi
34 Record-setting slugger in the 
Japanese Baseball Hall of Fame
38 General on a menu
39 Gadgets

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
RED  TAN  TEAL  BLUE  GOLD  GRAY  CYAN  WHITE  MAGENTA

40 One of 34-Across’ 2,170
41 Ocular organs of cephalopods, 
say
43 Aspirin target
44 Nocturnal carnivore
45 Perambulates
47 Piece of cake
51 Poet’s contraction
52 Period needed to fulfill a request 
... and a hint to words hidden in 
three long puzzle answers
58 Homey
59 Pack firmly
60 “__ making this up”
61 Spigot issue
62 Site with tech reviews
63 Trilateral trade agreement, briefly
64 Tag line?
65 Grinder
66 Speed units

DOWN
1 Mštley __
2 Fiery flow
3 Bleu hue
4 Placate
5 Beseech, as a deity
6 Anti-DWI gp.
7 Venetian valentine message
8 Ones in charge, for short
9 Sixth-day Christmas gift
10 Workshop
11 One who likes to light up?
12 “__ go bragh!”
13 Chooses, with “in”
21 Two-front, as a Coast Guard 
rescue
22 Divans
25 Trunk piece
26 Put a value on
27 Words before “Yeah, you!”
28 Brubeck of jazz
30 Like much of New York
31 Company with a longtime travel 
guide
32 They often have guards
35 Self-help letters
36 Super-duper
37 1959 Ben-Hur portrayer
39 Let out gradually
42 Use an Enigma machine, say
43 “Black Swan” Best Actress Oscar 
winner
46 Bad bottom line
48 “No prob!”
49 Origami staple
50 Reason to trot
52 Corrida beast
53 Israeli weapons
54 Until
55 Scoop
56 Suffragist Lucretia
57 RR station predictions
58 Govt. health org.
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Let it 
all hang out. Dedicate your day to 
doing the things you enjoy most in 
life, as the week ahead may not be 
very generous with personal time. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
don’t have to do everything yourself. 
Friends or loved ones could be 
more than happy to add their two 
cents about key decisions, so don’t 
hesitate to ask for advice. Give a 
love interest room to breathe.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): 
Welcome constructive criticism, 
as it may be to your benefit. Run 
your ideas by friends or colleagues 
to get feedback as to whether you 
should greenlight a project. People 
with honest opinions are better than 
yes-men.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The early bird gets the worm. You 
can accomplish any objective you 
set for yourself by starting the day 
off with the right attitude and staying 
motivated and enthusiastic. Hang 
around positive, upbeat people to 
build your momentum.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): If you 
see that you are headed down a 
similar, ill-advised path that has 
previously caused trouble, you 
could change your course of action. 
Trusted sources give good advice.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): 
Help shoulder someone’s burden. 
Offer all the aid and support you 
can when it comes to the needs of a 
loved one or close friend. You may 
reach a breakthrough of under-
standing with a love interest.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Having preconceived notions about 
your “ideal” mate may lead you on a 
wild goose chase for a fantasy that 
doesn’t truly exist. Consider giving 
someone a chance before judging 
them.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
might notice a co-worker’s habits 
seem more productive than yours 
and try to improve your processes 
this week by emulating the work 
ethic of someone with a successful 
track record. Minor sacrifices could 
improve your personal economy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Dare to be different. A little 
change in your appearance or style 
could go a long way toward improv-
ing your confidence, self-esteem 
and holiday cheer. Look for bargains 
that might help ease Santa’s finan-
cial burden.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): The best choice may not be the 
most popular one. The consensus 
may be against your better judg-
ment, but in the end, you have an 
obligation to do what is right. Have 
faith that you’ll be proven correct.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Stand on your own two feet. Others 
could follow you based on your 
obvious merits, rather than because 
of who you know. Be receptive to 
other people’s thoughts and ideas 
when faced with a leadership role.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): 
Try it, you might like it. Be open to 
experiencing things that are new 
or different to you, and you may 
discover a whole new world you had 
no idea existed.

  History of the World On This Day
December 17

1777 - France recognized Ameri-
can independence.

1936 - The “The Rudy Vallee 
Show” debuted on NBC.

1944 - The U.S. Army announced 
the end of its policy of exclud-
ing Japanese-Americans from 
the West Coast, which ensured 
that Japanese-Americans were 
released from detention camps.

1953 - The Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) decided 
to approve RCA’s color television 
specifications.

December 18
1862 - The first orthopedic 

hospital was organized in New York 
City. It was called the Hospital for 
Ruptured and Crippled.

1898 - A new automobile speed 
record was set at 39 mph.

1903 - The Panama Canal Zone 
was acquired ‘in perpetuity’ by the 
U.S. for an annual rent.

December 19
1777 - General George Wash-

ington led his army of about 11,000 
men to Valley Forge, PA, to camp 
for the winter.

1843 - Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” was first pub-
lished in England.

1903 - The Williamsburg Bridge 
opened in New York City. It opened 
as the largest suspension bridge 
on Earth and remained the largest 
until 1924. It was also the first 
major suspension bridge to use 
steel towers to support the main 
cable.

December 20
1699 - Peter the Great ordered 

that the Russian New Year be 
changed from September 1 to 
January 1.

1880 - New York’s Broadway 
became known as the “Great 
White Way” when it was lighted by 
electricity.

1963 - The Berlin Wall was 
opened for the first time to West 
Berliners. It was only for the holiday 
season. It closed again on January 
6, 1964.

December 21
1620 - The “Mayflower”, and its 

passengers, pilgrims from England, 
landed at Plymouth Rock, MA.

1937 - Walt Disney debuted the 

first, full-length, animated feature 
in Hollywood, CA. The movie 
was “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.”

December 22
1864 - During the American 

Civil War, Union Gen. William T. 
Sherman sent a message to U.S. 
President Lincoln from Georgia. 
The message read, “I beg to pres-
ent you as a Christmas gift the city 
of Savannah.”

1943 - Sporting goods manu-
facturers received permission to 
use synthetic rubber for the core of 
baseballs.

December 23
1783 - George Washington 

returned home to Mount Vernon, 
after the disbanding of his army fol-
lowing the Revolutionary War.

1888 - Following a quarrel 
with Paul Gauguin, Dutch painter 
Vincent Van Gogh cut off part of his 
own earlobe.

1930 - Ruth Elizabeth Davis, an 
unknown actress, arrived in Hol-
lywood, under contract to Universal 
Studios. Universal changed her 
name to Bette Davis for the movies.

Jumbles: OUNCE  THINK  TRUDGE  BROACH
Answer: The oil drilling business was failing because the owners were running it -- INTO THE GROUND
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu is subject to change.
Wednesday, Dec. 18: Fried fish, savory fries, carrots, pinto beans, 

slaw, hush puppies, dessert.
Thursday, Dec. 19: Sausage, potato & onions, collard greens, red 

beans, jello, cornbread, dessert.
Friday, Dec. 20: Chicken fried steak, gravy, zucchini & tomatoes, 

spiced apples, peaches & cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.
The center is CLOSED from Monday, Dec. 23 through Friday, Dec. 27. 

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on Wheels available - call before 9:30 
a.m. Low salt/ low sugar meals available - call before 8 a.m. For take-out 
meals, call by 10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pickup. 

Transportation is available - please call by 8:30 a.m. (979) 345-5955.
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad in 
The Bulletin

Brazoria County Library System

Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that 
advertising in The Bulletin is good for your 

business. Call (979) 849-5407.NEXT CLASS Dec. 28
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