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I’m not a good shopper, but  each 
year, I try to get something for the 
family this time of the year that 
is useful and not very expensive 
– both are equally important. 

I believe that among all the pres-
ents that are “wants,” there needs to 
be a balance of at least one present 

that is a “need,” 
or at least useful.

Remember 
when your grand-
parents gave 
you pajamas 
and socks, which 
were greatly 
overshadowed 
by the glitter of 

new toys and as of late, electronic 
gadgets? Those pajamas and 
socks came in handy later, way 
after grandma and grandpa left the 
building.

I have transitioned into this cat-
egory myself. I want members of the 
family to have a gift that could play 
an important role in their lives, even 
if it is not glitzy, flashy or expensive.

I know they politely say thank you 
as they put it aside, but they’ll really 
thank me later when they start using 
it and realize that this is actually a 
neat, useful gift.

When the kids were little, game 
systems and related items were 
flying out of gift boxes. It was a lot 
of fun to see their excited faces and 
feel their happiness. Now that they 
are grown, I would hope they are 
past the games. Anyway, they can 
buy it themselves. Mom and dad’s 
role now is to unite the family for 
a short period and celebrate the 
holidays together.

RAMBLINGS

By Lucas Daprile
The State (Columbia, S.C.) (TNS)

Thinking about surprising a loved 
one with a dog for Christmas?

Be careful. I would know. I’ve 
done it.

Before I give you my list-worthy 
bullet points of wisdom, let me tell 
you a little about why I chose to 
surprise a loved one with a dog for 
Christmas. If you don’t care about 
the back story, feel free to scroll 
down and miss the fun.

My fiancee and I had just moved 
to a Florida apartment, and she 
would not stop telling me how much 
she wanted a dog.

“How about this one?” she would 
say, turning the phone to a litter of 
German shepherds or yellow labs on 
Craigslist.

“No way,” I would say.
First of all, I have a prejudice 

against German shepherds. A few 
years ago, while running off the Who needs a professional Christmas lights installer, anyway?

By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

A friend of a friend posed the 
question innocently enough while 
we stuffed our faces with tailgate 
food prior to the last regular season 
college football game:

“Do you hang your Christmas 
lights yourself, or do you use a 
service?” he asked.

 “Self,” I replied, knowing full well 
his answer was the other option.

Each year, post-Thanksgiving, 
I haul out a slew of outdoor lights 
I meticulously packed away the 
previous January, meaning I tossed 
them haphazardly into plastic bins, 

figuring there wasn’t a chance they’d 
spend the next 11 months intertwin-
ing themselves into a hopeless col-
lection of knots even an Eagle Scout 
couldn’t untangle. 

Ladders are no longer part of the 
decorating process, especially when 
putting lights on trees, for my fear of 
being permanently disabled due to a 
fall far outweighs the desire to place 
a star on top of my 20-foot-high 

backyard spruce. Instead, feet firmly 
on the ground, I use an extendable 
pole, staring into a blinding sun as I 
hook lights on the highest branches 
I can reach, slowly making my way 
down to the tree’s trunk.  

Note to newbies who are install-
ing lights on trees without ladders: 
Always start with new, just-out-of-
the-package lights, for at least one 
string will burn out the moment 
the job is completed, even though 
you tested and retested every bulb 
before beginning the process. You 
don’t want to discover the topmost 
string is the culprit.  

The slow, steady task of 
decorating can take its 
toll on the average guy

In this section, find out what 
Santa Claus’ real name is; who 
wrote to Virginia about Santa 
Claus; and how much the 12 
days of Christmas costs.

The
Weekly Bulletin
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
THE SMELL OF LESS STRESS

Q. “We humans are under the 
spell of odors, even if we aren’t 
fully aware of it.” In a recent study, 
researchers demonstrated that sniff-
ing a romantic partner’s shirt can 
lower levels of the stress hormone, 
cortisol. What’s the backstory here?

A. The human olfactory system 
can detect over 1 trillion different 
odors, but our sense of smell is 
perhaps our most underrated ability, 
says Carl Engelking in “Strange 
Science,” a “Discover” magazine 
special issue. Interestingly, we 

experience scent signals different 
than our other senses: “Rather than 
proceeding directly to the thala-
mus — the seat of consciousness 
— like other sensory signals, scent 
information travels to part of the 
brain associated with emotions and 
memories,” meaning that most of it 
is experienced subconsciously.

In this study involving 96 oppo-
site-sex couples, men were given a 
shirt to wear for 24 hours and told to 
avoid anything that could interfere 
with their natural scent. The women 
were given three shirts to sniff 
— their lover’s, a stranger’s and one 
never worn.  Afterward, they took a 
stress-inducing test and provided a 
saliva sample to monitor their cor-
tisol levels. Those women who had 
unknowingly sniffed their partner’s 
scent had lower stress levels 
throughout the test, and those who 
correctly identified their partner’s 
shirts had even lower counts.

Concludes Engelking: “So when 
times get tough, or your beloved 
partner is an ocean away, you might 
want to try reaching into that pile of 
dirty laundry for comfort.”

           MAGWUPS 
Q. The English language is home 

to hundreds of Native American 
languages, many of which are 
endangered, says Anu Garg on 
his “A.Word.A.Day” website. You 

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin

may be familiar with these words: 
“cornpone” (“rustic,” “countrified” 
from Algonquin), “bayou,” (“sluggish 
marshy area of water,” Choctaw), 
“sagamore” (“leader,” Eastern Aben-
aki) and “totem” (“person, object 
serving as an emblem,” Ojibwa). But 
do you know the historical connec-
tion of “mugwump,” for “great man” 
or “leader,” from the Massachusett 
language?

A. The word refers to “an 
independent, especially in politics,” 
perhaps because it suggests some-
one “who sits on a fence with his 
mug (face) on one side and wump 
(rump) on the other,” Garg explains.  
In the 1884 presidential election, 
“mugwumps” referred to those 
Republicans who refused to support 
their party’s reputedly corrupt nomi-
nee James Blaine. Instead, they 
voted for the Democratic candidate, 
Grover Cleveland, helping elect him 
as the 22nd President of the United 
States.
THE DEADLY NOCEBO EFFECT

Q. Is there any scientific explana-
tion for a voodoo curse killing some-
one? And how might it also play a 
role in Western medicine?

A. Perhaps it’s the workings of 
the “nocebo effect” — dubbed the 
“evil twin” of the placebo effect 
— “when putting someone in a 
negative frame of mind has adverse 
consequences for their health or 
well-being,” says David Robson in 
“New Scientist” magazine. If a witch 
doctor puts a curse on a voodoo 
believer, that person may in fact 
die from fear and other negative 
feelings. Similarly, in one medical 
case, a man died just months after 
mistakenly being told he had end-
stage liver cancer. “He hadn’t died 
from cancer but from believing he 
had cancer.”

Other examples of the nocebo 
effect:  Being told that a medical 
procedure will be extremely painful 
may lead a patient to have more 
pain than they would otherwise.  
Likewise, a patient warned about 
the possible side effects of a drug 
may more likely report experienc-
ing those effects. In fact, “about a 
quarter of participants in clinical 
trials experience side effects though 
they have been given a placebo, a 
sugar pill.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Satan’s origin murky; Presence powerful
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Where did Satan come 
from? Has he always existed, like 
God has? And why didn’t God do 
away with him once it became 
clear that he was always going to 
cause trouble? After all, God is 
stronger than the devil, isn’t He? 
- Z.J.

A: Yes, God is stronger than the 
devil, and someday God’s victory 
over Satan and all his forces of 
evil and death will be complete. 
Someday, the Bible says, the devil 
will be defeated, and he “will be 
tormented day and night for ever 
and ever” (Revelation 20:10).

But in the meantime, the cosmic 
battle between God and Satan 
continues, and will continue until 
the end of the present age. As I’ve 
often said in this column, don’t 
think of the devil as a cute little 
cartoon figure, wearing a red suit 
and carrying a pitchfork. 

Satan is a powerful spiritual 

being, and his one goal is to 
oppose God and His people. As 
the Bible says, “Our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but 
against ... the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil” (Ephesians 6:12).

The Bible doesn’t tell us exactly 
where Satan came from, although 
it suggests he may have been an 
archangel who rebelled against 
God and sought to take God’s 
place. He is not equal with God, 
nor has he always existed.

The most important thing you 
need to know about the devil, how-
ever, is this: he is a defeated foe! 
Satan thought he had won when 
Jesus died on the cross – but he 
was wrong, because through His 
death Jesus opened Heaven’s 
door to all who put their trust in 
Him. 

And by His resurrection, Christ 
conquered the powers of death 
and Hell and Satan forever. Is your 
faith and hope in Christ for your 
salvation?

Baby boomers dominate bathroom renovation industry
By Kim Palmer
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Homeowners 55 and older may 
be showing their age. But their 
bathrooms are getting shiny new 
face-lifts.

And many of these remodeled 

bathrooms are more than just a 
pretty space. They’re increasingly 
designed to accommodate the 
realities of aging, with built-in seats, 
curbless showers, grab bars and 
nonslip floors.

That’s among the findings in the 

recently released Houzz Bathroom 
Trends Study. The home-design 
website surveyed more than 1,100 
U.S. homeowners who are in the 
midst of, are planning, or have 
recently completed a master bath-
room renovation.

More than half of renovating hom-
eowners are baby boomers, accord-
ing to the study. Most of them plan 
to remain in their homes for at least 
another decade, and are remodeling 
with accessibility in mind to ensure 
they’re able to age in place.

“Baby boomers today account 
for the largest share of renovat-
ing homeowners and the largest 

share of renovation spending,” said 
Nino Sitchinava, Houzz principal 
economist. “A significant portion 
of boomers are aware of pending 
aging needs, and are proactive 
about integrating universal design 
features during renovations.”

Nearly half of baby boomers 
change the bathroom layout, and 
one-third remove the bathtub. 
Premium features, such as dual 
showers, one-piece toilets, vessel 
sinks and built-in vanities, are on the 
rise, pushing the median price for 
renovating a master bath to $7,000 
— $16,000 for a major makeover of 
a large master bath.

Neutral color palettes are the 
overwhelming choice for newly 

renovated bathrooms, with gray 
the preferred hue for walls and 
flooring, ahead of white and beige. 
White remains the top color choice 
(35 percent) for cabinets, but gray 
cabinets are rising steadily.

A majority of homeowners choose 
matching metal finishes for fixtures 
and hardware, with brushed or satin 
nickel the top choice (38 percent). 

More than 4 in 5 homeowners 
report changing the design style 
of their master bathrooms when 
renovating. 

Contemporary style is the top 
choice (20 percent), and more than 
half of remodeled bathrooms are 
described as contemporary, modern 
or transitional. 
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MLK Celebration 
Activities planned

• Jan. 12- Gospel Music Celebra-
tion – 6 pm Greater Mount Zion 
Church-Brazoria  January 8,10,11-
Choir Rehearsals- 7pm -GMZ 
-Brazoria

• Jan. 17- Community Worship 
Service- 7pm. Speaker: Pastor L.C. 
Dews- St. Paul MBC-Brazoria

• Jan. 19- Commemorative 
Banquet – 7pm-DOW Academic  
Center- Brazosport College

• Jan. 21- Grand Parade and 
Rally -  11 a.m. Downtown Freeport/ 
Freeport Park

• Feb. 21- Poster & Essay Award 
Ceremony- Brazosport College-
Entry deadline January 24, 2019

• For additional information go to: 
www.mlkcc.org

McDaniels Celebrate 
70th wedding 
anniversary

William “Bill” McDaniel and Sara 
McDaniel celebrated their recent 
70th wedding anniversary with a 
lovely reception hosted by family 
and friends on Dec. 9 at The Pearl 
event center in Angleton.

They were married Nov. 28, 1948. 
State Rep. Dennis Bonnen sent 
a proclamation to the McDaniels, 
congratulating them on reaching this 
milestone of commitment in mar-
riage, and The Bulletin does as well.

Medicare has different important parts 
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Medicare is the federal health 
insurance program for people who 
are 65 or older and certain younger 
people with disabilities. It is also for 
people with end-stage renal disease 
(permanent kidney failure requiring 
dialysis or a transplant).

The different parts of Medicare 
help cover specific services. Medi-

care Part A (hospital insurance) 
helps pay for inpatient hospital 
stays, care in a skilled nursing 
facility, hospice care and some 
home health care. Part B (medical 
insurance) helps pay for certain 
doctors’ services, outpatient care, 
medical supplies and some preven-
tive services.

Part C (Medicare Advantage 

plans) is a type of Medicare health 
plan offered by a private company 
that contracts with Medicare. 
Medicare Advantage plans pro-
vide all of your Part A and Part B 
benefits. Medicare Advantage plans 
may also include Medicare Part D 
(prescription drug coverage). Part D 
helps cover the cost of prescription 
drugs. Some people may also be 
able to get Extra Help with the costs  
related to a Medicare prescription 
drug plan. Extra Help is estimated 
to be worth about $4,900 per year. 
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What type of dietary supplements should you be taking?
By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (TNS)

I often get asked, “What supple-
ments should I take?” My pat 
answer: Tell me first what you eat.

That seems to be the conclusion 
of the latest position paper on this 
topic by the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics.

 Micronutrient supplements (those 
that contain vitamins and minerals) 
are warranted, when our nutrient 
requirements are not being met 
through the diet alone, the AND 
says. 

By far, the most common nutrient 
supplements used by Americans 
are multivitamin-mineral combina-
tions, experts say. Are they helpful? 
According to ongoing national 
surveys, many of us would have 
lower than recommended intakes of 
vitamins A, C, D and E and minerals 
calcium and magnesium if we did 
not take supplements to fill in the 
gaps. Some multivitamins provide 
adequate amounts of these nutri-
ents. Others don’t. 

We need an optimal amount of 
all nutrients — including vitamins 

and minerals — to promote our 
long-term health. At the same time, 
we need to guard ourselves from 
excessive intakes that could be det-
rimental. That’s why recommended 
intakes are continuously modi-
fied according to the most current 
research.

Most of our nutrient needs can be 
met with good dietary choices. The 
daily recommendation for calcium, 
for example, can usually be met 
by ingesting a high calcium food at 
each meal. Calcium needs vitamin 
D to be adequately absorbed, how-
ever.  And because this sunshine 
vitamin is not found naturally in 
many foods, many people need 
supplemental vitamin D. 

There are times when nutrient 
supplements are not only helpful but 
recommended. Before and during 
pregnancy, for example, women 
need 400 micrograms a day of folic 
acid — a B vitamin that can help 
prevent some kinds of serious birth 
defects. The U.S. Food and Nutri-
tion Board says women of child-
bearing age can get this extra folic 
acid from fortified foods or dietary 

supplements. 
Breastfed infants need iron sup-

plements from about age 4 months 
until they begin to eat iron-fortified 
foods, says the American Academy 
of Pediatrics. And they also require 
additional vitamin D until they are 
weaned to vitamin D-enriched 
formula or milk, experts say. 

Older adults lose the ability to 
fully digest vitamin B-12 that is 
bound to food. Therefore, adults 
over the age of 50 should get 2.4 
micrograms of the crystalline form of 
vitamin B-12 found in fortified foods 
and supplements. 

Supplements that supply exces-
sive amounts of vitamin B-6, for 
example, can cause nerve damage. 
And high intakes of retinol, a potent 
form of vitamin A, are associated 
with lower bone density and an 
increased risk for hip fractures in 
older women. Look for supplements 
that get most of their vitamin A from 
beta carotene rather than retinol.

Find fact sheets on these and 
other dietary supplements at the 
National Office of Dietary Supple-
ments, http://www.od.nih.gov
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The complex journey of Christmas trees from farm to lot
By Jason Nark
Philly.com (TNS)

In the olden, golden days of yore, 
Santa Claus stuffed a tree down the 
chimney on Christmas Eve with the 
toys and set it all up before jingling 
off to the next house.

Today, people are picking out 
pines and firs before the Thanks-
giving turkey’s picked clean, and 
some of those trees have been 
genetically altered with varieties 
from Korea and Turkey to be nearly 
invincible, or at least, not drop their 
needles for over a month. That’s 
why J.D. Fleming, 65, was barking 

out orders and manhandling water-
logged Douglas firs in the cold rain 
a few days before Thanksgiving at 
his Indiana County farm.

“In the next three days, 95 per-
cent of what you see here,” he said, 
“will be gone.”

Fleming and his crew had just 
finished tightening the straps on a 
load of 275 trees heading toward 
Pittsburgh, 70 miles to the south-
east. Thousands of trees, baled and 
stacked by height, lined his prop-
erty, and many of Pennsylvania’s 
other 1,400 tree farms, as buying 
time edges further into November.

“People want their lots open by 
Black Friday,” Fleming said.

Pennsylvania, with approximately 
1 million trees cut, is one of the 
top suppliers of real Christmas 
trees in the United States, fourth 
behind Oregon, North Carolina and 
Michigan. Most of Pennsylvania’s 
trees are balsam, Douglas, and 
Fraser firs. New Jersey was 17th 
on the list, though the country’s first 
Christmas tree farm was planted 
near Trenton in 1901.

Real trees have sold consistently 
over the last decade, with 27.4 
million purchased last year, and the 
National Christmas Tree Associa-
tion says millennials in particular 
are interested in real, locally grown 
trees. With the average price at 
$75, fresh-cut trees are a $2-billion 
industry in the U.S.

“New, young families are in it for 
the experience,” said Doug Hund-
ley, a spokesman for the NCTA.

Indiana County, about 280 miles 
northwest of Philadelphia, has been 
growing and selling trees in bulk 
since 1918 and is the self-described 
“Christmas Tree Capital of the 
World,” with anywhere from 25 to 
35 farms operating there.

“That’s the only thing we know. 
That’s in our blood,” said Gregg 
Van Horn, president of the Indiana 
County Christmas Tree Growers 
Association. “You grew up with it 

and most of your family was in it, 
and that’s what you did.”

According to the county growers’ 
association, the title of “capital” was 
claimed in 1956, when 700,000 
trees were cut there. Indiana 
County was home to more than 200 
farms in the 1950s. A town in North-
west Washington tried to wrest the 
designation away, but it was later 
learned that a farmer from Indiana 
County had actually supplied the 
state with some of its trees. Today, 
other states grow and sell more 
trees, like Oregon’s Willamette 
Valley, but Indiana County holds 
fast to the title.

Van Horn said his farm in 
Creekside, with 4,000 trees, is just 
a “small one” in Indiana County, 
and a fungus nearly wiped him out 
recently. Christmas trees require 
constant shearing to stay shapely 
and take anywhere from six to 10 
years to reach ideal cutting height.

“I’ve been messing with trees my 

whole life,” he said. “My dad mainly 
did custom tree bailing. When he 
died in ‘85, I was 20, and I took 
over.”

Up in the parking lot at Fleming’s 
farm, a line of trucks formed in the 
rain. Bill Robinson drove hours from 
Geneva, Ohio to buy about 100 
trees he’ll sell at his apple farm. 
He sat in his car while Douglas firs 
traveled up a gas-powered elevator 
and dropped into his trailer.

“They’re the best trees,” Robin-
son said. “It’s worth the ride.

The Florida-bound tractor trailer 
would be taking a whole lot more 
trees. Fleming said he’ll cut and sell 
anywhere from 11,000 to 14,000 
this season.

No municipality or region has laid 
claim to being the “Artificial Christ-
mas Tree Capital of the World,” but 
Yiwu, in China’s Zhejiang province, 
produces 60 percent of the world’s 
decorations, including artificial 
trees.

 Nearly 70 children visited with Santa Claus on Tuesday during Brazosport 
College’s “Story Time with Santa” event at the College’s Student Pavilion. 
During his appearance, Santa read a story and handed out gifts to children 
of Brazosport College students. Each child received a wrapped gift, a book 
and an opportunity to talk to and take a picture with Santa. The children also 
had plenty of cookies and crafts to keep them busy when they weren’t talking 
to Santa. The “Story Time with Santa” event was sponsored by the College’s 
Department of Student Life. To learn about upcoming events at Brazosport 
College, call the Department of Student Life at (979) 230-3412.  

Santa visits children of BC students
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–HELP WANTED–
Now hiring day and 

evening cashiers, cooks. 
Apply in person at:

Texas Style Burgers
100 Brazos St., Brazoria 

(979) 798-9101

I’M GOING OUTSIDE, BE RIGHT BACK, HONEST: For 
several years, a man has been eating at Iowa restaurants from Cedar 
Falls to Cedar Rapids and then sneaking out without paying the bill. He 
continued to do so even after local newspapers printed articles about 
him featuring his photo. Staff recognized him at a restaurant in Daven-
port, and followed him when he walked outside. He said he just went out 
to have a smoke, but he didn’t have any cigarettes.

HE COULD BE FACING A DIFFICULT RE-ELECTION: The 
mayor of Achille, Ok., and his roommate, who were both high on meth, 
crashed a car into a ditch, and walked 15 minutes to a house in Calera, 
which they began to burglarize when the homeowner woke up, pulled a 
shotgun on them, and held them for police.

SHE WAS GETTING TO BE TOO MUCH: A 52-year-old man 
who vanished from his home in Pisa, Italy, turned up in Scotland two 
days later, wandering through a cathedral in Edinburgh, and claiming he 
had no idea who or where he was.  But after cops in Italy found searches 
on his computer for “how to disappear” and “how to fake memory loss,” 
he admitted he faked amnesia to escape his “nagging” mother-in-law.

OH, THERE YOU ARE, COME WITH US: A heavily intoxicated 
man, who was wanted in three jurisdictions in Virginia, drove a stolen 
pick-up truck hauling a trailer, holding another stolen pickup truck into 
Stafford and crashed into 10 vehicles. He got out and scaled a metal 
pipe up the side of a restaurant onto the roof and hid in an air-condition-
ing unit, where the cops found him.

SOMETHING AMUSING YOU, SIR? A man trying to smuggle 
edible marijuana from Canada into the United States apparently thought 
it was funny that he was being interrogated by border authorities, texting 
his friend, Max, “lol bro I just had 100mg edible, and I got stopped by 
customs, and now they’re asking me so much (expletive).” They ulti-
mately arrested him.

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME!? A convicted felon in Creighton, Va., 
went live on Facebook, flashing a stolen gun, apparently unaware that 
law enforcement officials routinely monitor criminals on social media.

YOU SEEM UPSET, SIR: A man poured his drink on the counter 
and knocked over a cash register at a restaurant in British Columbia 
after a staff member got his order wrong. This was all caught on video, 
and he was arrested about two weeks later.

THIS DID NOT GO AS PLANNED: Three men attached a chain 
to an ATM in a store in Portland, Ore., at 4:30 in the morning and yanked 
it out with their pickup truck. They almost immediately crashed into a 
nearby bus.

And, in my case, to surprise them 
with one pretty boring, but useful 
gift.

One year I bought them all water 
jet teeth cleaners. Not the Waterpik 
kind, but the no-name knockoffs. 
They work just as well and cost a 
lot less.

“I know it’s not glamorous, but 
you’ll thank me 20 years from now, 
when you still have your teeth,” I 
joked. “But you have to use it.”

Another year, they found car 

rescue kits in their stockings. It can 
power cell phones, has a flashlight 
and may even start your car. I never 
tried the last part, but the rest work 
great.

They reached into their stockings 
last year and pulled out a window 
punch and seatbelt cutter. It was 
nothing, really, but can save your 
life in a car that is in a flash flood 
or sinking into a body of water. And 
with all the rain we’ve had here 
lately, that’s not too far-fetched. 

“Just put it in your middle console 

and forget about it. You’ll probably 
never need it, but if you do, it can 
make the difference between life or 
death,” I said.

What should I get them this year? 
I’m running out of ideas, but I’ll 
come up with something.

I thought about buying them 
windshield cameras, but I got one 
for myself to try it out, and after one 
use, I stored it in a drawer. At first, 
it’s a good toy, though, and it’s still 
in the running.

It will be something they would 
never expect, something that I 

haven’t even thought of yet. These 
decisions require a fair amount 
of research, but I’ll come up with 
something.

“What do you want for Christ-
mas,” I am asked over and over.

I really don’t know. Whatever I 

want or need, I already bought. I 
don’t wait for holidays to surprise 
myself.

Whatever you get or gift, dear 
reader, enjoy the holidays, and 
Merry Christmas to you and your 
family. 

(Continued from Page 1)
That boring gift may turn out to be the most useful of them all
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‘Twas the night before Christmas
By Clement Clarke Moore

‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the 
house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;
And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by 
name;

“Now, DASHER! now, DANCER! now, PRANCER and 
VIXEN!
On, COMET! on CUPID! on, DONDER and BLITZEN!
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my hand, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

His eyes -- how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread;

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,
HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND TO ALL A GOOD-NIGHT!

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus
Journalist and editor Francis P. Church is remembered best for his 1897 

editorial reply to Virginia O’Hanlon, in which he declares Santa Claus is real.
Born in New York in 1839, Francis P. Church spent much of his life work-

ing on newspapers and other publications. He graduated from Columbia 
College (now Columbia University) in 1859. During the Civil War, Church 
served as a war correspondent. He and his brother, William Conant Church, 
worked together on The Army and Navy Journal. In 1869, the brothers cre-
ated a literary publication called Galaxy Magazine. In 1897, Church wrote his 
most famous work. His reply to Virginia O’Hanlon’s query about Santa Claus 
quickly became a holiday classic. Church died in New York City in 1906.

What is Santa Claus’ real name?
In the early USA, his name was ‘Kris Kringle’ (from the Christkind). Later, 

Dutch settlers in the USA took the old stories of St. Nicholas with them, and 
Kris Kringle and St. Nicholas became ‘Sinterklaas,’ or as we now say, ‘Santa 
Claus’.

St. Nicholas was a Bishop who lived in the fourth century in a place called 
Myra in Asia Minor (now called Turkey). 

He was a very rich man because his parents died when he was young and 
left him a lot of money. 

He was also a very kind man and had a reputation for helping the poor 
and giving secret gifts to people who needed it.
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12 Days of Christmas costs $39K, up slightly from 2017
It’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas, which means shop-
pers are hitting the stores. You 

might look to the “The 12 Days 
of Christmas” for some gift-giving 
inspiration this year, but be prepared 
to dip into your wallet, according to 
Forbes.

It will cost you $39,094.93 to buy 
all of the gifts in the classic carol, a 

boost of $450 from last year. That’s 
an increase of 1.2 percent from 
2017, according to the 35th  Christ-
mas Price Index.

(The Christmas Price Index 
chose the items in the popular 
Christmas carol “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas” as its market basket: 
a partridge in a pear tree, two turtle 
doves, three French hens, four 

calling birds, five gold(en) rings, six 
geese, seven swans, eight maids, 
nine dancing ladies, ten leaping 
lords, eleven pipers, and twelve 
drummers. According to tradition, 
the purchasing of the items begins 
on Dec. 26 and ends on Jan.6.)

1 Partridge in a Pear Tree: 
$220.13 (+.1%)

2 Turtledoves: $375.00 (no 
change)

3 French Hens: $181.50 (no 
change)

4 Calling Birds: $599.96 (no 
change)

5 Gold Rings: $750.00 (-9.1 
percent)

6 Geese-a-Laying: $390.00 (+8.3 
percent)

7 Swans-a-Swimming: 
$13,125.00 (no change)

8 Maids-a-Milking: $58.00 (no 
change)

9 Ladies Dancing: $7,552.84 (no 
change)

10 Lords-a-Leaping: $10,000 
(+3.0 percent)

11 Pipers Piping: $2,808.40 (+3.5 
percent)

12 Drummers Drumming: 

$3,038.10 (+3.5 percent)
Even with fluctuations in the cost 

of living, 6 of the 12 items on the list 
in 2018 remained the same price as 
last year. Those include the cost of 
the turtledoves, French hens, calling 
birds, swans, maids and ladies, 
stated Forbes.

The outliers? Buying a Partridge 
in a Pear Tree will cost you just .1 
percent more this year. The Lords-
a-Leaping also saw an increase, as 
prices jumped 2 percent. 

The real leap, however, could be 
found with the Six Geese-A-Laying: 

an 8.3 percent increase means that 
those would cost you $390. 

Forbes stated that Labor drove 
other prices up with the cost of the 
Ten Lords-A-Leaping increasing 
by 3 percent, while the cost of the 
Eleven Pipers Piping and the cost 
of the Twelve Drummers Drumming 
each went up by 3.5 percent. That is 
due to lagging wages finally catch-
ing up to a tight labor market.

But those Five Gold Rings? The 
cost of the rings plummeted 9.1 
percent after jumping a whopping 
10 percent last year. 
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In ancient Greek, X refers to Christ
• Ever wondered why Christmas 

is also known as Xmas? The X 
comes from the ancient Greek lan-
guage where X refers to Christ. So, 
Xmas simply means Christmas.

• The first known instances of 
using Christmas trees were in 16th 
century Germany. Instead of the 
glitzy decorations we see on them 
today, they were decorated with 
fruits and nuts. These trees are 
evergreen and are also known as 
yule trees.

• One of the most interesting 
aspects of Christmas, especially for 
children, is Santa Claus. Children 
want to catch Santa Claus bringing 
them presents. The character is 
based on St. Nicholas, who loved 
children and also enjoyed giving 
gifts to children secretly.

• Did you know that Santa initially 

wore clothes that were in green, 
purple or even blue? For many 
years, this was the common theme 
for the jolly old man at the North 
Pole. However, Coca Cola decided 
to dress him up in colors that match 
their brand, and now he is forever in 
red clothes.

• Everyone has heard of Rudolph 
the red nose reindeer. But it would 
be impossible for Rudolph to pull 
Santa’s sled alone since it is filled 
to the brim with gifts for every good 
child in the world? This is why there 
are eight other reindeer to help him. 
They are called Cupid, Dancer, 
Vixen, Donner, Comet, Dasher, 
Prancer, and Blitzen.

• So what gifts did baby Jesus 
get? Upon his birth, there shone a 
bright star in the sky. Three kings 
followed this star and made a long 
journey to the birthplace of Jesus. 

They bore with them gifts of gold, 
frankincense (aromatic resin used in 
incense and perfumes), and oils.

• The Christmas wreath is rep-
resentative of the crown of thorns 
Jesus is usually seen with. Eventu-
ally, the colors of Christmas – red, 
green, and gold – were added. 
Red is said to represent the blood 
of Jesus, green is supposed to 
symbolize life, and gold stands for 
royalty and light.
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stress of the day, a 100-pound 
police dog wannabe chased me 
down and bit me square on the butt. 
Second, I couldn’t afford to shell out 
$800.

But she really wanted a dog. This 
is just a phase, I told myself.

It wasn’t. She really wanted a 
dog, and secretly, I kind of did, too. 
I had grown up with fuzzy, awkward 
golden retrievers (pour one out for 
Deano and Zoe) and I loved them.

One day, when my fiancee was 
showing me a picture of Dallas, a 
Shiba Inu mix, cuddling and playing 
with a trainer at the local shelter, 
I burst out in laughter, cackling 
shamelessly in her face.

Guys, gals – I probably don’t 
have to tell you this, but don’t laugh 
in your loved one’s face when they 
tell you they want something. It 
doesn’t end well.

I wasn’t trying to mess with her. I 
had been sneaking off to the shelter 
to look at dogs. When I came across 
Dallas, it lurched at the chain-link 
fence, teeth chomping like an over-
caffeinated bear trap. I jumped back 
and literally screamed in the middle 
of the dog shelter.

“Oh, she just doesn’t like men,” 
the shelter staff told me.

Good to know.
I moved on to other dogs, play-

ing close-range fetch with stocky 
slobber machines and pity-petting 
geriatric pooches that had weird 
elbows. I prepared to cut my losses 
and took one more lap around the 
dog kennels. I stopped by what I 
thought was a puppy, curled up in 
the corner and one of the few dogs 
not barking.

“That’s Baby Girl,” a staff member 
told me. “I’m not sure why she 
hasn’t been adopted yet. She’s so 
sweet.”

Baby Girl was a four-
year-old rescue from the 
streets of Miami. She was 
shy, but cuddly; comfort-
able around people, but 
not other dogs; gentle, but 
protective. With a chipped 
tooth, a giraffe neck and 
bat ears, people tended to 
walk by the oddly proportioned yet 
adorable 40-pound pit bull mix. I fell 
in love with her right away.

A few days later, I adopted her, 
and surprised my fiancee with a 
Christmas dog.

Her first reaction: I love it!
Second reaction: Let’s name her 

Ella!
Third reaction: We’re never gonna 

get an apartment with a pit mix.
The next six months: I wanted a 

say in this.
Today, my fiancee and Ella are 

inseparable. But the first few months 
were tough, and I would have done 
a few things differently if I could go 
back. Without further ado, here is 
the list you came here for. Here is 
my advice to people considering 
whether to get a dog for a loved one 
for Christmas:

– Try before you buy.
As I learned with hellhound 

murder dog Dallas, looks can be 
deceiving. A dog that looks sweet in 

a picture or video might be actively 
plotting to kill you.

– Let your loved one have a say.
This is tricky, especially if you 

are planning on a surprise, but 
surprising someone with a dog 
they didn’t choose could feel more 
like a burden than a gift. You can 
still surprise him or her, just say 
you’re taking her to see the new 
Sharknado movie or something else 
guaranteed to ruin the rest of the 
weekend. Then, drive straight to the 
shelter and tell your loved one you 
found a dog they might like.

– Go to the shelter
Before you accuse me of chan-

neling my inner Sarah McLachlan, 
choosing a shelter dog is not about 
fighting off tears every time an 
ASPCA commercial interrupts your 
marathon of Gossip Girl.

For one, it’s cheaper. The animal 
shelter in Columbia, S.C., charges 
only $35 for dog and cat adop-
tions, according to its website. It’s 
also offering a $25 “Home for the 
Holidays” adoption special through 
December.

Two, someone has already inter-
acted with that dog who 
doesn’t have a financial 
stake in whether or 
not you adopt. I have 
often found the staff at 
shelters to be forthcom-
ing when talking about 
a dog’s strengths and 
weaknesses.

– Communicate, communicate, 
communicate.

If you do choose to show up at 
the door with a surprise dog for your 
loved one, make sure you know 
exactly what he or she wants. In 
my case, I knew my fiancee wanted 
her dog to be medium-size, well-
behaved, quiet, gentle and obedi-
ent. The only reason Ella worked for 
us is because I got as close to those 
criteria as I could. If I had guessed 
and got her some monster — like, 
I don’t know, Dallas — I guarantee 
one of us would have moved out 

already.
– Make sure you budget for dog 

accessories.
You can expect to spend $100-

$200 on a collar, leash, dog bowls, 
heartworm medicine, food, treats 
and lots of toys for your dog to 
shred all over the floor. It’s not much 
of a Christmas gift if your loved one 
is immediately obliged to spend 
$150 of his or her own money.

– Learn how to train a dog.
If you’ve never trained a dog 

before, you’re probably doing it 
wrong. When I first got Ella, she 
would shake and panic when she 
saw other dogs. After a few ses-
sions with a trainer, some diligent 
training, and plenty of doggy 
socializing, Ella no longer panics at 
the sight of other dogs. Rather, she 
sprints full-speed at them and gives 
them a friendly body slam before 
sniffing their rear ends. Trust me, it’s 
progress.

– This isn’t about you.
The best and worst thing I did 

when picking out a dog was getting 
attached before I brought it home. 
On one hand, I already liked Ella. I 
didn’t need time to warm up to her. 
But my fiancee did, and it was her 
gift. 

So, at first, it caused us some 
stress. I had made a major life deci-
sion for us without consulting her. 
I’m glad everything worked out, but 
in retrospect I would probably go 
with the Sharknado play action fake.

How to avoid the pitfalls of surprising a loved one with a dog
(Continued from Page 1)

Before you surprise someone with 
a dog, make sure it’s the right one, 

and then adopt it together.
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ing production of Patriots tight end 
Rob Gronkowski, 29: “The hot 
tub that Gronk lounges in (with or 
without adult film stars) isn’t a time 
machine. He’s Bernie … and the 
weekend is nearly upon us.”

— RJ Currie of 
SportsDeke.com, after gold med-
alist Ryan Fry and his team got 
tossed out of a curling tournament 
for showing up drunk: “Let he or 
she that has never been stoned 
throw the first rock.”

Want-Ad of the Year
Kelly Sowatsky, 31, received a 

desperately needed kidney from a 
fellow Penguins fan after flashing 
a homemade sign reading “Calling 
all hockey fans! I need a kidney! 
Gratefully yours, Kelly” at a Pens 
game last April.

“I saw desperation, I saw cour-
age and I saw she needed help,” 
Jeff Lynd told ABC. “I knew that 
my blood type matched. I had this 
feeling it was something I just had 
to do.”

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER
open, but “I can’t throw the ball to 
myself.”

Coincidence? Stills just got 
added to the watch list for the 
Gisele Bundchen Trophy.

Pass the Raid
A Canadian scientist has named 

a beetle after former Blue Jays 
star Jose Bautista.

So what’s next, naming a spit 
bug in honor of Robbie Alomar?

Checking the inbox
— Back to back email sub-

ject lines, from Yahoo.com and 
FootballGuys.com: “Argument 
over NFL protests leads to father 
shooting son” and “Random shots 
from Week 12, by Joe Bryant.”

— Subject line from 
Mariners.com Shop the same day 
the M’s were trying to unload Rob-
inson Cano’s mammoth contract: 
“2 Days Only | Up to 65 percent 
Off + Free Shipping.”

Quote marks
— Manish Mehta of the New 

York Daily News, on the diminish-

Here’s the lowdown
Washington coach Jay Gruden 

says there is no guarantee 
Reuben Foster will ever play for 
his NFL team because “we hold 
our standards very high.”

“I’d love to talk more,” he quickly 
added, “but I’m running late to our 
holiday limbo contest.”

Purse-snatching
The Securities and Exchange 

Commission has fined boxer Floyd 
Mayweather $600,000 for crypto-
currency fraud for not disclosing 
he was a paid endorser for three 
different coin offerings.

Apparently the SEC isn’t a big 
believer in the must-score system.

Down goes Rocky
In the biggest upset of 2018, 

Rocky Balboa retired before Tom 
Brady did.

Still in hock
According to one report, 28 

percent of shoppers are still in 
debt from their spending last 
Christmas.

“2018? How about 2013?” said 
the Mariners, still on the hook for 
$120 million to Robinson Cano.

Tie, tie again
The first 12 games of the World 

Chess Championship between 
Norway’s Magnus Carlsen and 
Fabiano Caruana of the U.S. pro-
duced zero wins and 12 draws.

“Hey, try coming up with your 
own shtick next time,” said Major 
League Soccer.

The ultimate flop
Ballybrack, an amateur Irish 

soccer team, got its upcoming 
match against Arklow Town can-
celed by incorrectly claiming that 
one of its players had been killed 
in a motorcycle accident.

We’ve heard of faking soccer 
injuries before, guys, but … c’mon.

Talking the talk
— Comedian Argus Hamilton, 

on why it’s not a good idea for 
world chess champions Magnus 
Carlsen and Fabrino Abruana to 
dine together: “It takes them 10 
minutes to pass the salt.”

— Blogger Chad Picasner, after 
Syracuse brushed aside Colgate, 
77-56: “Apparently it was the 
toothpaste, not the college.”

Heard in passing
Kenny Stills says he and other 

Dolphins receivers continually get 

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Parent of 66-Across
11 Jobs creation
15 As it happens
16 It can tide you over
17 Exercise regimen
18 Ending to avoid?
19 Commemorative pillar
20 Accords
22 Piccadilly Circus statue

25 Anesthetizes
26 Ramshackle
30 Refuse
31 Link letters
32 Thin feathered flier
34 Pop music sleepyhead
36 Youngest player to join the 600-
HR club
38 Snowmen?
40 Trade staple

41 Sore __
43 Teeth in Torino
45 ICU VIPs
46 Transplant, in a way
48 Iconic Ansel Adams photograph 
shot in Hernandez, New Mexico
50 Preserves flavor
52 Part of a Simon & Garfunkel 
quartet?
53 Railroad worker
55 Pass a second time
59 Custom
60 Olympics event since 2000
63 Seraph, to Sylvie
64 “The Decay of Lying” author
65 Swamp thing
66 Child of 1-Across

DOWN
1 Contractors’ proposals
2 Body lang.
3 French wheel
4 See 6-Down
5 Region including Napa
6 With 4-Down, Fred Gipson book 
that won a 1957 Newbery Honor
7 Tribe that met with Lewis and 
Clark in 1804
8 1987 Masters champ Larry
9 Polish, in a way
10 Let
11 “It was a very brief visit”
12 Education innovator
13 Climbs
14 Mating game
21 Canal zones
23 Country music venue
24 Brought into being
26 Part of DINK
27 Likely to be off
28 A short distance
29 Venerated symbol
33 Skid row figures
35 Ultimatum end
37 Portrayed
39 Old portico
42 __ bottom
44 Like some hairs
47 Drum kit component
49 Catch at the shore
50 Openly hostile
51 Low bones
54 Substance in the sea’s H2O
56 Taylor of “Say Anything...”
57 Time-half link
58 Outer cover
61 __ du pays: homesickness
62 Historic leader?
(c) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
SWAN  WREN  LARK  DOVE  CROW  DUCK  ROOK  LOON  TERN
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Earn suc-
cess by being focused on achieving 
your career aspirations. It might 
seem that the enemies are battering 
down your defenses, but you hold 
the high ground. A little romance 
might be in the stars in the week to 
come.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): One 
phase must end before another may 
begin. Reflect on ways to repair 
key relationships and you can find 
just the right words to banish an 
awkward situation. Use your good 
taste in the upcoming week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
can catch more flies with honey 
than with vinegar. Just because you 
are a bit stressed or discouraged 
doesn’t mean you must take it out 
on others. Show off your compas-
sion and sympathy in the week 
ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Actions speak louder than words, 
but words can compel someone to 
take the most beneficial actions. 
Make it a point to prove you mean 
what you say. A special someone 
might be appreciative of your loyalty 
this week.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Whisper sweet nothings to receive 
sweet somethings. This is an 
excellent week to think up delightful 
ways to create harmony in romantic 
relationships. Avoid initiating crucial 
changes or making major business 
decisions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Although other people may want 
to hurry a project along it is in your 
best interest to remain calm, cool, 
and collected. Don’t make a busi-
ness deal into a competition during 
the week ahead or you will be need-
lessly frustrated.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Someone’s words may move you 
or help you achieve inner peace. 
There may be a few moments this 
week when you feel you have con-
nected on a spiritual level. Good 
communication helps you excel at 
the workplace.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your affectionate attitude might 
warm the heart of a partner. Remain 
sensitive to the rights and feelings 
of others, especially family mem-
bers, as this week unfolds. Bonds of 
affection might easily grow stronger.

Jumble
Jumbles: UNIFY  PRICE  TIGHTS  OUTLET
  Answer: After signing a huge contract, the fashion model was -- SITTING PRETTY

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You know what happens when 
the blind lead the blind. Emotional 
issues can cloud your judgement in 
the week ahead, so it is a good idea 
to rely on the best available informa-
tion before you take a crucial step.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Be patient with those who 
cause agitation during the week 
ahead. This is not a good week to 
engage in petty squabbles when an 
understanding attitude will smooth 
the way. You can help someone by 
lending an ear.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Tame your trigger finger. You 
could create an adversary out of 
an advocate if you are too quick on 
the draw. Your good taste is at a 
high point, so this is a good week to 
focus on surrounding yourself with 
lovely things.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Enjoy immense imagination. 
Whether you are apart for a few 
hours or separated by a continent 
you and a loved one may remain on 
the same wavelength. Concentrate 
on creating lasting harmony as this 
week unfolds.

  History of the World On This Day
        DECEMBER 18
1796 - The “Monitor,” of Balti-

more, MD, was published as the 
first Sunday newspaper. 

1898 - A new automobile speed 
record was set at 39 mph (63 kph). 

1916 - During World War I, after 
10 months of fighting, the French 
defeated the Germans in the Battle 
of Verdun.

1940 - Adolf Hitler signed a 
secret directive ordering prepara-
tions for a Nazi invasion of the 
Soviet Union. Operation “Bar-
barossa” was launched in June 
1941. 

        DECEMBER 19
1732 - Benjamin Franklin began 

publishing “Poor Richard’s Alma-
nac.” 

1777 - General George Wash-
ington led his army of about 
11,000 men to Valley Forge, PA, to 
camp for the winter. 

1843 - Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” was first pub-

lished in England. 
        DECEMBER 20
1606 - The “Susan Constant,” 

“Godspeed” and “Discovery” set 
sail from London. Their landing at 
Jamestown, VA., was the start of 
the first permanent English settle-
ment in America. 

1803 - The United States 
Senate ratified a treaty that 
included the Louisiana Territories 
from France for $15 million. The 
transfer was completed with formal 
ceremonies in New Orleans. 

1860 - South Carolina became 
the first state to secede from the 
American Union. 

        DECEMBER 21
1620 - The “Mayflower”, and its 

passengers, pilgrims from Eng-
land, landed at Plymouth Rock, 
MA. 

1898 - Scientists Pierre and 
Marie Curie discovered the radio-
active element radium. 

1937 - Walt Disney debuted the 

first, full-length, animated feature 
in Hollywood, CA. The movie 
was “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.” 

        DECEMBER 22
1775 - A Continental naval fleet 

was organized in the rebellious 
American colonies under the com-
mand of Ezek Hopkins. 

1895 - German physicist Wil-
helm Röntgen made the first X-ray, 
of his wife’s hand. 

        DECEMBER 23
1783 - George Washington 

returned home to Mount Vernon, 
after the disbanding of his army 
following the Revolutionary War. 

1788 - Maryland voted to cede a 
100-square-mile area for the seat 
of the national government. About 
two-thirds of the area became the 
District of Columbia. 

1823 - The poem “A Visit from 
St. Nicholas” by Clement C. Moore 
(“ ‘Twas the night before Christ-
mas...”) was published. 
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• South Korea sometimes blasts KPop music at North Korea.
• Listening to music can increase your strength during workouts – Your 

brain can become distracted by what you’re hearing and not focus on how 
much energy you’re using.

• The little boy who voiced Bambi became the youngest-ever drill instructor 
in the Marines and served three tours in Vietnam.

• Doritos were originally created due to the large number of unused torti-
llas in Disneyland.

• The Moon is being pushed away from Earth by about 1.6 inches a year.
• A 2007 genetic study concluded that every domesticated cat in existence 

could be traced back to a group of five African wildcats from the Middle East.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
January 5, 19

9am - 3pm

My neighbors to the immedi-
ate north and east have opted for 
the professional Christmas light 
installation services, or, as I refer 
to them, “those (expletive) guys.”  
Sometimes we are decorating 
simultaneously; while I wrestle with 
the pole, I’m hearing the click-clack 
of extendable ladders being raised 
three stories in the air. 

Yes, my neighbors have large 
houses. A nimble team of men with 
death wishes moves up and down 
the rungs like Cirque du Soleil acro-
bats. Each man is talented enough 
to hold onto a portion of the ladder 
with one hand, freeing the other to 
illuminate roof lines with colorful 
bulbs, all precisely equidistant apart. 
Often, they complete the entire 
exterior before I’ve finished one 
mini-evergreen.  

  Extension cords are nowhere to 

be seen on my neighbor’s proper-
ties; meanwhile, a slew of heavy 
duty orange cables snakes across 
my lawn at all angles. If a teenage 
rock band pulled up, and the lead 
guitar player said, “Dude, mind if 
we plug in?” I could accommodate 
them. 

  When the decorating is finished, 
I proudly plug in my lights, mutter a 
few profanities related to the strands 
that are malfunctioning, run to the 
hardware store to replace them, 
reconnect everything, and vow this 
will be the last year my house looks 
like a paint-by-number creation 
hanging in the Louvre between 
Rembrandts.

  At the tailgate, I listened envi-
ously as the guest with the light 
service regaled me with stories 
about contacting “the on-call rep” 
regarding malfunctioning lights, and 
being told a “technician” would be 

out shortly to fix the issue.  I imag-
ined what it would be like to spend 
the entire Thanksgiving weekend 
watching football on the couch, 
knowing that, when darkness fell, I 
could gaze out my window and see 
trees and bushes so festive, Santa 
would look down from his sleigh on 
Christmas Eve and say, “Blitzen, 
let’s start with THAT house.” 

  I thought about wandering over 
to my neighbor’s house and asking 
the “head light installer” for a busi-
ness card. And then I reconsidered.

  For me, the holiday season 
doesn’t officially begin until the 
extendable pole has made an 
appearance. Yes, the freezing tem-
peratures affect me faster, further 
curtailing my desire to adorn all my 
foliage with lights. 

This year, I skipped a backyard 
birch tree and tossed a bunch of 
candy cane-shaped decorations, 

which lined my driveway for years, 
into the garbage. I often joke to my 
wife that, in 10 years, our Christmas 
decor will consist of replacing the 
two clear porchlights with alternate 
bulbs, one red and one green.

  Maybe I will make that switch in 
September. My neighbors will be so 
jealous.

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 

stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-
Tech Dad” and the recently released 
“The Road To Success Goes 
Through the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS 
From a Corporate Comedian,” avail-
able at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on 
the web at www.gregschwem.com.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Who needs a professional  Christmas lights installer, anyway?

The command center in the movie ‘Mighty Morphin Power Rangers’ 
is actually a university building located in Simi Valley, California.

Power Rangers command center

But my tail is still soaked
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