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The odd lot at the Christmas tree lot
By Ron Rozelle

Editor and Publisher

Nearly forty years ago when I
was a young teacher new to town I
found myself at a combination poker
game and barbecue dinner one hot
summer night. The official reason
for the gathering
was a meeting of
the local Optimist
Club, and I was
there as the
unsuspecting
guest of one of
its six members.
THE WORDSMITH No club business
was conducted
that I noticed other than the meal
and the game, but before I knew it,
with neither nomination nor vote, I
was made a member. A month or
so later, they elected me president,
which was their way of ensuring that
I would stick around. Because they

needed an additional hand to help
man their one and only fundraiser:
a Christmas tree lot.
That small outfit didn’t hold
much with official protocol. We paid
our national dues and hung the
Optimist banner on the door of the
clubhouse once a year when the
district governor came around. But
mostly we just liked to get together
every week to eat barbeque and
play cards. And raise money to do
good things in the community.
Every November, we’d park the
club’s much rusted travel trailer
– vintage early 1960’s – on a pork
chop shaped piece of land between
the mall and what was then a WalMart. Then we’d pound a hundred
or so metal stakes into the ground.
The trees arrived from Washington or Oregon or some such
frigid place a few days later in an

By John Toth

Editor and Publisher

I snapped away at four in the
morning, taking photos of the snow,
thinking that by later that morning it
would melt, and went back to bed.
When I woke up again, it was
winter wonderland on the Gulf
Coast, although a temporary one.
By noon, it was back to green lawns.
That’s my kind of snow.
I have seen plenty of snow as a
child growing up in different countries and cities with four seasons.
That means that it is warm in the
summer and cold to various degrees
the rest of the
time. When I
moved to Texas
in 1979, what
impressed me
most was that
we really have
only two seasons
RAMBLINGS here: summer
and wait a few
weeks for summer.
Living along the Gulf Coast
requires that you like warm more
than cold.
When I was very little, I went
sledding with my cousins down a
hill near our house where all the
kids took their sleds after it snowed.
My mother bundled me up tightly. It
could have been minus 40 degrees
out there, and I would have been
sweating in all the layers of clothes
she put on me.
I fell off the sled and could hardly
get back on it. One of the cousins
pushed me back, and we sled down
the hill. When we got to the bottom,
she helped me get out of half that
gear, and I could move again.
Years later I went on a ski trip
with my elementary school class,

(Continued on Page 4)

Why I’m praying for a white Christmas
By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

The snow started coming down
hard a few hours after we’d arrived.
Earlier that evening, my mother,
father, grandmother and sisters had
piled into the station wagon to begin
our trek.
I was 14 then. My sisters and
I were getting older — growing
up. Only our youngest sister still
believed in Santa Claus.
Teenagers don’t much enjoy being
stuck in a car together, and the
annoyance was clear.
My father was in an unpleasant
mood. His mother had died on New
Year’s Day a few years earlier. He’d
lost his father when he was only 3.

Holiday greetings
pull-out section
inside this issue
MERRY CHRISTMAS

SEE PAGE 7-10

That’s my
kind of snow

The merriness of Christmas,
which had come so easily when we
were tots, was absent.
Fortunately, when we arrived,
there was a festive spirit in the air
and holiday cookies -- that always
lifted my spirits.
My mother had three sisters and
two brothers. They had 26 children
among them. My young cousins
filled the house with excitement
and joy.
I joined my father and uncles,
who talked about football, automobile tires and the weather.
I joined my mother and my aunts,
who laughed aloud as they related
stories about their children or their

(Continued on Page 6)
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County library adds Kanopy film streaming service
Just in time for the holidays!
– The popular on-demand video
streaming service Kanopy is now
available for free from the Brazoria
County Library System (BCLS).
Kanopy showcases more than
30,000 titles, including award-winning documentaries and acclaimed
films, rare and hard-to-find titles,
and classic films, with collections
from the Great Courses, Kino
Lorber, and PBS, among many
others.
Kanopy is free for users with

a library card, and users will
be able to stream five titles per
month. BCLS cardholders can
sign up to start streaming films on
demand instantly by visiting the
eBranch tab on the library website
www.bcls.lib.tx.us and selecting
Kanopy.
Patrons can access Kanopy
through a variety of devices and
platforms, including Roku, Apple
TV, iOS and Android devices, and
Kanopy is also compatible for hearing and visually-impaired patrons.

IT SEEMED LIKE A GOOD IDEA AT THE TIME: A British expatriate living in Taiwan is such a big supporter of the nation’s independence
movement that he had its name tattooed on his forehead in huge Chinese
characters as well as Taiwan’s flag on his chin. He explained later that he
never would have done it had he not been drunk.
WE’LL BE RIGHT WITH YOU, OFFICER: After hearing moaning
coming from a car parked on the street in Lacrosse, Wisc., at 3:30 in the
morning, a police officer observed a couple getting to know each other
intimately in the back seat. He ordered them to stop, then waited at the
back of the vehicle for them to pull themselves together. When they failed
to come out, he looked again and saw that they resumed their activity.
NO, I’M SOMEONE ELSE, MAN: A former employee at the Baton
Rouge Kentucky Fried Chicken donned a black ski mask and brought a
gun to rob the place despite the fact that the people he used to work with
are still there. After they handed over the money, one of them recognized
him and asked, “Cleveland, is that you.” He replied, “No, it’s not me.”
I’LL BE RIGHT BACK, DEAR: In order to escape his wife’s
“controlling behavior,” a man in England left and lived in the woods for 10
years.
THIS BELONG TO YOU, SIR? A man who burglarized a discount
tire store in Fair Lawn, N.J., left his wallet behind. Police were investigating a few hours later and arrested him nearby when he returned to the
scene of the crime to try and retrieve it.
GOING FOR A SWIM, ARE WE? A man tried to rob a convenience
store in Largo, Fla., while wearing a scuba mask. The clerk pressed the
silent alarm, and the cops were waiting for him when he came out.
ANYWAY, I DON’T THINK SHE’S MY TYPE: A woman said she
crashed a wedding in Palm Coast, Fla., to spy on her “boyfriend,” who
was an invited guest. When she saw him dancing with another woman,
she poured a drink on him and punched her in the face. After she was
arrested, the man told deputies that she was not, in fact, his girlfriend.
YOU’RE A VERY ADVENTUROUS YOUNG FELLOW: A lady of
the evening arranged to meet a customer, who had answered her ad, at a
home in a gated community in Trinity, Fla. When she got there, she found
that her client was a 15-year-old boy who told her they had to be quiet
because his parents were sleeping upstairs.
THIS IS A MAN WITH A PURPOSE: A man stole an ambulance,
smashed into several cars, ran several stop signs and finally crashed into
a protective barrier outside a CVS in Danville, Pa. Then he went inside
and tried to steal oxycontin.

With the motto of “thoughtful
entertainment,” Kanopy provides
BCLS patrons films of unique social
and cultural value; to films that
are often difficult or impossible to
access elsewhere; and to programming that features diversity, with
a wide array of foreign language
films and films on race and current affairs. The Kanopy collection
includes indie hits like A Girl Walks
Home Alone at Night, classic masterpieces like Aguirre, the Wrath of
God and Seven Samurai, and several award-winning documentaries.
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Strange but True

By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Q. “Dashing through the snow/
In a one-horse open sleigh/O’er
the fields we go/Laughing all
the way.” You no doubt know
the opening stanza of the iconic
“Jingle Bells,” but can you say
whether the song was originally
written A. for Christmas B. for
Thanksgiving C. as a drinking
song D. for sleigh races?
A. We know that the song was
written by James Lord Pierpont,
most likely in Medford, Massachusetts, in 1850, and most likely
inspired by the town’s sleigh races,
writes Dan Lewis on his web site
“Now I Know.” However, Pierpont
didn’t publish the song until seven
years later in Savannah, Georgia.
As to its purpose, all four of the
above choices have been bandied
about, but the largely unfamiliar
subsequent verses “have references to a sleigh crash, a drag
race-style rivalry with another
sleigh driver, and … a note about
galavanting with various women:
Now the ground is white
Go it while you’re young
Take the girls tonight
and sing this sleighing song.”
So, despite its Christmas connection, “Jingle Bells” most likely
was a drinking song of the 19th

century, “where guests at parties
would ‘jingle’ the ice cubes in their
glasses while they sang along”
(“Atlantic” magazine).
Q. You know about full moons,
half moons, quarter moons and
new moons, but what in heaven’s
name are supermoons and puny
moons?
A. The moon’s orbit around
Earth is not a perfect circle but
rather a slightly stretched oval
shape--an ellipse--which means
periodically the moon changes its
distance from the Earth, says Dean
Regas in “100 Things to See in the
Night Sky.” The closer to Earth, the
slightly larger the moon appears.
The closest Full Moon in a calendar year is known as a supermoon
and the one farthest away is a
so-called puny moon. Though the
naked eye can’t distinguish the
moon’s apparent size from one
night to the other, comparing these
two moons shows “the variance is
dramatic.
The supermoon is more than
31,000 miles closer to Earth, and
consequently it appears 14% larger
in diameter with a 30% larger
surface area than the puny moon.
That is like comparing a 16-inch
pizza to a 14-inch pizza, or the size
of a quarter to a nickel.”
Q. Can you recount a few of
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the historic numbers from the
story of “Sputnik at 60”?
A. Sixty years ago, on October
4, 1957, the Soviet Union launched
Sputnik 1, the first artificial satellite,
“a sphere 58 centimeters in diameter weighing almost 84 kilograms
and sprouting four rodlike aerials,”
says Vaclav Smil in “IEEE Spectrum” magazine.
“Although its three silver-zinc
batteries made up some 60% of the
total mass, they rated only 1 watt,
good enough to broadcast rapid
shrill beeps at 20.007 and 40.002
megahertz for three weeks. The
satellite circled the planet 1,440
times before plunging to a fiery
death on January 4, 1958.”
Deeply embarrassed, the U.S.
hastily launched its own Vanguard
TV3 rocket in December, only to
have it blow up just two seconds
after liftoff.
Yet it soon became clear that
there was no real scientific or
engineering gap, as the U.S. went
on to launch satellites for communications, weather forecasting
and espionage. And, adds Smil,
“Less than a dozen years after the
surprise of Sputnik, Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin stood on the moon
– a place no Soviet cosmonaut
ever reached.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

DID YOU KNOW?

• Each year more than 3 billion
Christmas cards are sent in the U.S.
alone.
• The Germans made the first
artificial Christmas trees out of dyed
goose feathers.
• Norwegian scientists have
hypothesized that Rudolph’s red
nose is probably the result of a
parasitic infection of his respiratory
system.
• In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I,
bishop of Rome, proclaimed
December 25 the official celebration
date for the birthday of Christ.
• Oklahoma was the last U.S.
state to declare Christmas a legal
holiday, in 1907.
• Mistletoe (Viscum album) is from
the Anglo-Saxon word misteltan,
which means “little dung twig”
because the plant spreads through
bird droppings.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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The odd lot at the Christmas tree lot
(Continued from Page 1)

eighteen-wheeler and we tied them
to the stakes and slapped price tags
on each one.
For the next several weeks, in all
weathers, we’d hawk our wares in
our little forest under electric lights
strung between tall poles. The three
older members – Gordon , Bob ,
and Bill – were all retired so they
worked the day shift and the four of
us who had jobs took the nights.
It was a popular lot, because
we had good trees and because
folks knew that the proceeds went
to good causes. Most of our take
funded a children’s home and the
CHICKEN Club, a drug prevention
program in local elementary schools
that was started by our little club
and is still in place all these years
later.
We did a land office business
– there’s no telling how many blue
spruces, Douglas firs, and Scotch
pines we hauled out to cars in the
parking lot – and we always managed to sell most of our inventory
by the time we closed up shop
every season. More than a few of
our trees went home free with poor
families who we figured had more

important things to spend their
money on, and what we didn’t sell
or give away got hauled out to the
beach to become dunes.
Some customers wrongly
assumed that Gordon, Bob, and Bill
were curmudgeons, our very own
bevy of Grinches. Because they
did grumble and frown some of the
time, and could come off as gruff.
They weren’t impressed with people
who put on airs, and it wasn’t
uncommon for them to growl out the
prices to customers, or to suggest
that someone who complained
about the cost of a tree take their
business on down the road to the
next lot.
They had a collective low tolerance for rude people, and did not
suffer fools one bit gladly. Customer
service wasn’t nearly as high on
their priority list as community
service.
They usually hung around in the
evenings, even though it wasn’t
their shift, probably to make sure
we young scamps kept the goods
moving and didn’t cut the prices for
attractive young ladies.
The times I spent in the company
of those good men made for some

golden memories. We had a little
machine that pressed perfect grilled
cheese sandwiches in that wobbly
trailer, and plenty of beverages in
the cooler. On bitter, rainy nights
we turned the heater up and played
cards or dominoes, taking turns
braving the elements to make a sale
when somebody knocked on the
door.
In spite of all the heavy, prickly
lifting and what I remember as more
bad weather than good, those were
fine times. And nobody enjoyed the
camaraderie and good work we did
more than Gordon, Bob, and Bill.
It was Ebenezer Scrooge, the
most famous curmudgeon of all,
who promised at the end of his
night of ghostly adventures to
“honor Christmas in my heart, and
try to keep it all the year.” When I
think about that line, I think of three
curmudgeons in particular.
They’re all gone now, and I think
of them pretty often. Especially at
this time of year.
Ron Rozelle’s columns can be
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great
Fiction: Description & Setting,”
and nine other books of fiction and
nonfiction.
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Alvin Co. hiring bobtail
delivery truck drivers &
must also work in warehouse, etc. Send work history to: resume@phxcs.net
or fax to: 281-585-6021

Have a Merry Christmas and stay safe in your home during the holidays
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Emergency visits to the hospital
go up significantly this time of year,
and many of them can be avoided.
Dr. Michael Boniface, a Mayo Clinic
emergency medicine physician,

My Answer by Billy Graham

God has given you everything you
need to strengthen your faith

Q: I admit my faith is weak,
but I know it would be strong
if I could only see Jesus with
my own eyes, even for just one
minute. Why shouldn’t I ask God
to do this for me? - Mrs. C.K.
.A: God has already given you
everything you need to make your
faith stronger. Instead of praying
for Jesus to appear to you somehow (which He never promised to
do), you should be praying instead
for the discipline to use the means
He has given you to strengthen
your faith. Jesus said, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet
have believed” (John 20:29).
I often think of the similarity
between physical strength and
spiritual strength. What do we
need to stay physically strong
and healthy? We need two things:
food and exercise. If we don’t eat,
we’ll grow weaker, waste away

and eventually die. And if we don’t
exercise, we’ll also grow weak and
won’t be useful or helpful to others.
The same is true spiritually. God
has given us the spiritual “food”
we need to become strong - the
“food” of God’s Word (the Bible), of
prayer and of fellowship with other
believers.
God also wants us to exercise
our faith by putting it into action.
The Bible says, “For physical training is of some value, but godliness
has value for all things, holding
promise for both the present life
and the life to come” (1 Timothy 4:
8).
Make the Bible and prayer part
of your life every day. In addition,
ask God to lead you to a church
where you’ll hear God’s Word and
learn from other believers, and also
have opportunities for service. God
doesn’t want your faith to remain
weak, and He’s given you everything you need to make it stronger.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway,
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

Think safety first when stringing lights, burning
candles or handling live Christmas trees
says some injuries are very specific
and from activities people don’t do
regularly.
People on ladders stringing holiday lights – it’s a common site these
days. And so are trips to the emergency room, says Dr. Boniface.
“Falls from heights of greater
than 3-5 feet, depending on how
you land, can result in hip fractures,
internal bleeding and head injuries

and concussion.”
Dr. Boniface says, because daily
routines change during the holidays,
safety sometimes can be a challenge, especially with children.
“Children have a tendency to
put things in their mouths, chew on
them, eat them. This can be electrical extension cords going to your
Christmas tree.”
This can be small, little orna-

ments or decorations that they could
lodge up their nose or aspirate into
their lungs.
Dr. Boniface says if you put up a
live Christmas tree in your home,
make sure you keep it well-watered.
“The drier it gets, the more prone it
is to igniting and causing a fire.”
“And, always be careful when
lighting candles.”
If you keep out open flames and
candles, be aware that children and
animals may knock those over, so
keep them out of reach of where
they may encounter them.
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I’m praying for a white Christmas, peace, tranquility
(Continued from Page 1)

father or long-lost relatives.
Then the snow began.
It came on thick and fast, and my
father, worried, soon urged us to get
our things and get in the car.
By the time we got onto the highway, the roads were blanketed, and
few cars were out. The thick snow
deadened the sound of the tires.
It was as though we were in a
sleigh gliding silently through the
snow-covered countryside.
The snow brought calm over us.
Snow always does that.
We humans like to think we have
more control over our world than we
do. The fact is we have very little
control over most things.
The snow makes us remember
this. The snow makes us realize
how small we really are — how
small our worries often are.
My father turned on the radio and
tuned in old-time radio broadcasts
that one station played every Christmas Eve.
Don Ameche and Frances
Langford were performing “The
Bickersons,” a 1940s show in which
a married couple got into hilarious

arguments.
I remember one line in which the
wife asked if he’d had breakfast and
he said he just ate the oatmeal on
the stove. “That isn’t oatmeal!” she
said. “I’m wallpapering.”
We laughed heartily at the performance — my father’s booming
laugh most prominent of all.
I felt the way families must have
felt back in the 1940s as they joined
together in front of the radio, while
performers painted vivid pictures in
their imagination.
We enjoyed the old radio shows
for a while.
We coaxed our grandmother into

telling us stories of what Christmas
was like when she was a child.
My mother even got us to sing
Christmas carols.
The snow gave us humility. Once
humbled, the confinement that had
agitated us on the drive to my aunt’s
house had allowed a serenity we
forgot was possible.
That’s why I’m praying for a white
Christmas this year.
Tom Purcell, author of “Misadventures of a 1970’s Childhood” and
“Comical Sense: A Lone Humorist
Takes on a World Gone Nutty!” is a
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
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Merry Christmas
and
Happy Holidays
from
The Bulletin
Thank you for your
support for 24 years
Special Holiday Pull-Out Section
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS

‘Twas the night before Christmas

By Clement Clarke Moore
‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the
house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too.
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my hand, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;
And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap,

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

His eyes -- how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by
name;

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread;

“Now, DASHER! now, DANCER! now, PRANCER and
VIXEN!
On, COMET! on CUPID! on, DONDER and BLITZEN!
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,
HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND TO ALL A GOOD-NIGHT!

Clement Clarke Moore
Clement Clarke Moore (July 15,
1779 – July 10, 1863) was a writer
and American Professor of Oriental
and Greek Literature, as well as
Divinity and Biblical Learning, at the
General Theological Seminary of
the Protestant Episcopal Church,
in New York City. The seminary
was developed on land donated by
Moore, and it continues on this site
at Ninth Avenue between 20th and
21st streets, in an area known as
Chelsea Square. Moore’s connection with the seminary continued for
more than 25 years.
He is credited and is most widely
known as the author of the Christmas poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas”, first published anonymously
in 1823. It later became widely
known as “’Twas the Night Before
Christmas” and has been published
in numerous illustrated versions in
various languages.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus
Journalist and editor Francis P. Church is remembered best for his
1897 editorial reply to Virginia O’Hanlon, in which he declares Santa
Claus is real.
Born in New York in 1839, Francis P. Church spent much of his life
working on newspapers and other publications. He graduated from
Columbia College (now Columbia University) in 1859. During the Civil
War, Church served as a war correspondent. He and his brother, William
Conant Church, worked together on The Army and Navy Journal. In
1869, the brothers created a literary publication called Galaxy Magazine. In 1897, Church wrote his most famous work. His reply to Virginia
O’Hanlon’s query about Santa Claus quickly became a holiday classic.
Church died in New York City in 1906.

Who delivers the Christmas presents?
It depends on which part of the world we’re talking about or which country.
In the United Kingdom, particularly in England, it’s ‘Father Christmas’ or ‘Old
Man Christmas’, an old character from stories and plays during the middle
ages in the UK and parts of northern Europe.
In France, ‘Père Nöel’ goes from house to house delivering presents.
In some countries, including parts of Austria and Germany, present-giver
became the ‘Christkind,’ a golden-haired baby, with wings, who symbolizes
the new born baby Jesus.
In those countries, though, St. Nicholas visits children on Dec. 6.
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What is Santa Claus’ real name?

In the early USA his name was ‘Kris Kringle’ (from the Christkind). Later,
Dutch settlers in the USA took the old stories of St. Nicholas with them, and
Kris Kringle and St. Nicholas became ‘Sinterklaas,’ or as we now say, ‘Santa
Claus’.
St. Nicholas was a Bishop who lived in the fourth century in a place called
Myra in Asia Minor (now called Turkey).
He was a very rich man because his parents died when he was young and
left him a lot of money.
He was also a very kind man and had a reputation for helping the poor
and giving secret gifts to people who needed it.

Santa’s phone number

Yes, he actually has a phone
number….you didn’t know? Call
951-262-3062 to get a voice
recording of Santa Claus encouraging the callers to leave their
list of Christmas gift wishes. P.S.
Having Santa’s phone number
comes in handy, especially when
you need to remind your children
to behave.
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happen in the year 1 but slightly
earlier, somewhere between 2
BCE/BC and 7 BCE/BC, possibly
in 4 BCE/BC (there isn’t a 0 - the
• The name ‘Christmas’ comes
so people had it at Midnight! So we
years go from 1 BC/BCE to 1!).
from the Mass of Christ (or Jesus).
get the name Christ-Mass, short• The first recorded date of
A Mass service (which is someened to Christmas.
Christmas being celebrated on
times called Communion or Eucha• No one knows the real birthday
Dec. 25 was in 336, during the time
rist) is where Christians remember
of Jesus! No date is given in the
of the Roman Emperor Constantine
that Jesus died for us and then
Bible, so why do we celebrate it on
(he was the first Christian Roman
came back to life. The ‘Christ-Mass’ Dec. 25? The early Christians cerEmperor).
service was the only one that was
tainly had many arguments as to
A few years later, Pope Julius I
allowed to take place after sunset
when it should be celebrated! Also,
officially declared that the birth of
(and before sunrise the next day),
the birth of Jesus probably didn’t

Was Jesus Christ born on Dec. 25?

Jesus would be celebrated on Dec.
25.
• Some people also think that
Dec. 25 might have also been
chosen because the Winter Solstice and the ancient pagan Roman

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

midwinter festivals called ‘Saturnalia’ and ‘Dies Natalis Solis Invicti’
took place in December around
this date – so it was a time when
people already celebrated various
pagan holidays.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ads in
The Bulletin. Shop locally this holiday season and support
businesses who pay taxes in our community.
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Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 All-hrs. cash source
2 Fisher-Price product
3 Privy
4 Ore. skiing destination
5 Crocs, e.g.
6 Guff
7 “Yes, cap’n!”
8 Home builder’s purchase
9 Salt Lake City team
10 Equine-like fish
11 Not ready for harvesting
12 Catching some z’s
13 To a smaller degree
21 Commercials on the tube, in
adspeak
23 In need of leveling
24 Holiday song ender
25 Level, e.g.
33 Ancient source of prophecy
34 Award for excellence in the field
36 Nail polish
38 Fritos snack
40 Bit of ocean chop ... or, literally,
what each part of 3-, 8-, 10-, 34and 38-Down can have
41 Up to it
42 Too far off the trail
46 Tough questions
47 Land of Arthurian legend
48 Eye part with rods and cones
50 Kidney-shaped nut
52 Geometry rules
55 Hobgoblin
57 Followers of Attila
61 Skater Midori
63 Palette shade
64 Incite to go after, with “on”

(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

BOGGLE ANSWERS

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

COD TUNA BASS SHARK TROUT SALMON MARLIN HALIBUT
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Abbr.
37 Prefix with magnetic
ACROSS
22 Frozen drinks
39 Subscriber’s order
1 Physics building block
24 Brownstone entrances
43 Like some coffee tables
5 Barbecue side
26 Hebrew : Ben :: Arabic : __
44 Biological building block
9 Run-of-the-mill
27 “... that golden key / That __ the
45 “Veep” network
14 Track tipster
palace of eternity”: Milton
46 Henry VIII’s sixth wife Catherine
15 “How’s it goin’?”
28 “For real?”
49 Public health org.
16 Grammar topic
29 Alias in a landmark case
51 Sends
17 Folk story
30 Auctioned wheels
53 Chef’s chamber
18 Autobahn auto
31 Unlikely replies from sycophants
54 NYC airport
19 British peers
32 Get dolled (up)
55 Brahms’ Opus 18, for one
20 It may be coiled in the grass
35 Atlantic and Pacific, in Monopoly:
56 Messenger bags
58 Bend at a barre
59 Nobelist Root
60 Kentucky border river
62 Publisher Adolph
65 Samurai without a master
66 Nix
67 Wailuku’s island
68 Speaks harshly
69 Endor villager
70 Design detail, for short
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Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In the week ahead, coworkers could become friends or vice versa. Someone
could invite you to join a team, to engage in a sports
program or to travel. Every opportunity contains a hidden
benefit of some kind.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The more dollars, the
merrier. You might be partial to achieving material success
in the week to come, but are just as willing to perform a
few good deeds in your spare time. Spread good will as
you earn more money.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you and a
partner put your heads together, you can increase your
assets. This is a good week to focus on financial success.
There may be some things going on behind the scenes
that will work out in your favor.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your work, job or
health may be the center of attention in the week ahead.
You are passionate about winning and may do so at any
cost. You will leave no stone unturned to find the best way
to achieve your goals.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your efforts to appear
friendly and broadminded may have surprising consequences. Form may be given more weight than substance
in the week ahead. Wait until the middle of the week to
make major purchases.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You might need to grab
a robe to cover up the naked truth. In the early part of the
week, you might say more than you should in group settings. Your social life may be in top gear, but it is good to
remember to be discreet.

History of the World
Dec. 18: ON THIS DATE in
1892, Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker Suite” premiered in St.
Petersburg, Russia. In 1940, Adolf
Hitler signed a secret directive
ordering preparations for a Nazi
invasion of the Soviet Union. Called
Operation Barbarossa, it was
launched in June 1941.
Dec. 19: ON THIS DATE
in 1843, “A Christmas Carol” by
Charles Dickens was published in
England. In 1998, President Clinton
was impeached by the Republican-

DID YOU KNOW?

The “true love” mentioned in the
song “Twelve Days of Christmas”
does not refer to a romantic couple,
but the Catholic Church’s code for
God. The person who receives the
gifts represents someone who has
accepted that code. For example,
the “partridge in a pear tree” represents Christ. The “two turtledoves”
represent the Old and New Testaments.

led House of Representatives for
perjury and obstruction of justice.
He was later acquitted by the
Senate.
Dec. 20: ON THIS DATE in
1860, South Carolina became the
first state to secede from the Union.
In 1879, Thomas A. Edison privately
demonstrated his incandescent light
at Menlo Park, N.J.
Dec. 21: ON THIS DATE in
1620, Pilgrims aboard the Mayflower went ashore for the first time
at present-day Plymouth, Mass. In
1991, all but one of the 12 former
Soviet republics formed the Commonwealth of Independent States.
Dec. 22: ON THIS DATE in
1775, a Continental naval fleet was
organized in the rebellious American
colonies. In 1864, during the Civil
War, Union Gen. William T. Sherman sent a message to President
Lincoln: “I beg to present you as a
Christmas gift the city of Savannah.”
Dec. 23: ON THIS DATE in
1823, the poem “A Visit from St.

By Mark Andrews

Tribune Content Agency

Nicholas” by Clement C. Moore was
published in the Troy (N.Y.) Sentinel.
In 1928, the National Broadcasting
Co. set up a coast-to-coast radio
network.
Dec. 24: ON THIS DATE in
1851, fire devastated the Library
of Congress in Washington, D.C.,
destroying about 35,000 volumes. In
1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s “Amahl
and the Night Visitors,” the first
opera written for television, was first
broadcast on NBC.
Answer to last week’s
question: This week in 1974,
former New York Gov. Nelson
Rockefeller was sworn in as Vice
President of the United States,
succeeding Gerald Ford, who had
been elevated from that post to the
presidency upon the resignation in
August of Richard Nixon during the
Watergate scandal.
This week’s question:
President Andrew Jackson’s vice
president resigned over policy differences in 1832. What was his name?

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GLORY DRINK SPLINT ZENITH
Answer: The resemblance between the pitchers was -- STRIKING

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Being a diplomat is
where it’s at. Be discreet and considerate. You are
quite likely to get more than your fair share of attention
during the week to come, so this may be a good time to
dabble in social networking.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Operate in compliance
with the laws of attraction. The people who are most
strongly attracted to you are probably the best people
to be with. You may be able to display your own form of
genius as this week unfolds.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You may feel the pinch
in your pocketbook if you go along with your pals.
There may be an incentive to begin a new study in the
week ahead or you might receive sound advice that
helps you meet your material goals.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Engaging with others
can encourage you. Team up with others in the upcoming week to make progress. You have enormous vision
and scope; be open and straightforward to be successful in negotiations or in agreements.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You reap what you sow.
Ask pertinent questions to uncover alternative routes
to financial security. The week ahead could be a good
time to plant ideas in fertile ground if you are hoping to
receive a bountiful harvest.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You could compare
the mind to a battery, with intelligence as the terminal.
Avoid trivial pursuits and apply your mental powers to
something worthwhile in the week to come. Don’t get
short-circuited by a passing whim.
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

DID YOU KNOW?

• According to data analyzed from
Facebook posts, two weeks before
Christmas is one of the two most
popular times for couples to break up.
However, Christmas Day is the least
favorite day for breakups.
• According to the Guinness world
records, the tallest Christmas tree
ever cut was a 221-foot Douglas fir
that was displayed in 1950 at the
Northgate Shopping Center in Seattle,

Washington.
• The traditional three colors of
Christmas are green, red, and gold.
Green has long been a symbol of life
and rebirth; red symbolizes the blood
of Christ, and gold represents light as
well as wealth and royalty.
• Contrary to popular belief, suicide
rates during the Christmas holiday are
low. The highest rates are during the
spring.

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers
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My kind of snow: It falls, is enjoyed, melts in a few hours
(Continued from Page 1)

but I didn’t know how to ski. After
a very nice bus ride to the resort, I
got my skis and all the other rented
stuff and proceeded to head to the
beginners’ slope along with all my
classmates, many of whom also
could not ski.
I was doing well at first. There
was nothing to it until I needed to
make a turn to avoid a group of
skiers holding onto a rope that was
pulling them back to the top of the
hill. I took out most of them. It was
a mess.
Before continuing my skiing
adventure, I asked someone how
to make the skis turn. It made for a
much better experience for the rest
of the day. I decided to share my
new information with my classmates
because it was safer that way.
We got back on the bus after
an incredible day of skiing, and it
started snowing heavily. The roads
and highways were packed. There
was snow everywhere. I could
hardly see out the window. When I
could see something, it was more
snow. It turned out to be one of the
worst blizzards in history, or so I
was told.
The bus arrived back at the
school hours late. As we pulled up, I
could see all the concerned parents’
faces. We didn’t know how bad it
was. We had a good time inside the
bus and didn’t mind the delay.
I never saw so many hugs as we
exited the bus. The next day the

Did you know?

• Christmas trees usually grow for
about 15 years before they are sold.
• Christmas trees have been sold
in the U.S. since 1850.
• Christmas wasn’t declared an
official holiday in the United States
until June 26, 1870.

entire city was snowed in, and the
state throughways were closed for
days.
That’s one of the problems with a
lot of snow. It’s fun, and then it creates problems. It’s better our way on
the Gulf Coast. We see snow once
in a decade or so and only for a
short time. Before it can create any

problems, it melts, and the next day
it’s sunny and warm again.
That’s my kind of snow.
Dear reader, have a great
Christmas, even though chances
are we’re not going to have a white
Christmas like we had in 2004.
Enjoy the memories, family time and
celebrating this very special holiday.
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