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Some of the finest wordsmithing 
down the ages has come in 
prayers.

Homer began each of his 
epics with an invocation to a 
Muse, one of the daughters 
of Zeus, asking for guidance 
and the talent needed to tell 
his tales.

And the Old Testament 
Psalms have been the go-to 
source of comfort and inspiration 

for countless millions who have 
identified with the sweeping range 
of needs and emotions given voice 

therein, from complete awe 
to “A little help please” to 
“Where are you?”

Adherents of any creed 
– or, in fact, of no creed 
whatsoever – can find 
beauty in the flowing 
cadence of the Psalms.   
Any translation will deliver 
that beauty, but when I 

need a Psalm (some days it’s akin 

to reaching for an aspirin tablet) I 
opt for the majestic language of the 
King James Version. Hemingway 
read the King James Old Testament 
regularly, not with any religious 
intent but hoping that distinct narra-
tive voice would find its way into his 
own writing.

What I find so fascinating about 
prayers is that they can be care-
fully crafted works of precisely 
metered phrasing, like John Henry 
Newman’s famous supplication that 

THE WORDSMITH
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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I don’t want anything for Christ-
mas, I keep telling the family, except 
for restaurant gift cards.

Because I love to eat out, and I 
love a bargain. 
I really love free 
food.

Don’t you want 
this gadget or 
that gadget, they 
ask?

No, I already 
have it, or it is on 
its way.

Look what I ordered for my birth-
day, I said, as I showed one of the 
kiddos the photo on my cellphone. 
It’s a record player, cassette & CD 
player & AM/FM stereo, all in one.

Why do you need that? Just play 
the music on your phone, I was told.

RAMBLINGS

The New Education Center at 
Quintana Beach County Park is 
now open. Ribbon Cutting and 
grand opening of the new Education 
Center was held on Dec. 7. This 
facility will be available for schools 
to use free of charge for field trips 
and educational programs offered by 
the park staff. The facility can also 
be rented for small family gather-
ings, business meetings, and small 
events. 

Stop by Quintana Beach County 
Park and check out the New Educa-
tion Center and enjoy all the ameni-
ties this great county park has to 
offer. For more  information contact 
Quintana Park at (979) 233-1461.

Education Center 
opens at Quintana 
Beach County Park

Port Freeport Commission 
approved a property lease agree-
ment for $1 per year with the Village 
of Surfside at the meeting held Dec. 
1.

The leased property is located at 
block 567, lots 10, 12 and 14 in the 
Village of Surfside, off of Park View 
Drive. 

The Village is in the preliminary 
planning stages of construction of 
a splash pad and recreational park 
for the public’s use. The park will 
include amenities such as an out-
door shower area, a picnic area and 
walking trails throughout the facility.

“The port is pleased to partner 
with the Village of Surfside, for 
this project which will attract more 
visitors by providing families an 
additional source of recreation,” 
said Port Freeport Chairman Ravi 
Singhania. “The recreational facility 
will also help stimulate the economy 
for Surfside Beach.”

Port donates land 
for Surfside park

Merry Christmas

Mialexi Rivera, of Alvin, talks with Santa about what she wants for Christmas during the Breakfast with 
Santa event on Dec. 3. The event was made possible through Alvin Community College, Alvin ISD and 
volunteers from the community and other civic organizations. See Page10 for story, which appears in 
The Bulletin’s Holiday Greetings.
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THERE’S NO NEED TO THANK ME: A man broke into his 
neighbors’ house in Halfmoon, N.Y., to save their dog from a fire. 
However, there was no fire, and the man was high on LSD and was 
hallucinating. State troopers found him standing heroically and holding 
the dog outside of what he seemed to think was a giant inferno.

A WATCHDOG ATE MY HOMEWORK: A teenager broke into 
a car dealership in Sugar Land, Texas, but fled when the watchman 
confronted him. In his haste, the young man left behind a backpack 
containing his math homework.

I’M HAVING TROUBLE SEEING, SO YOU’LL HAVE TO 
HELP ME: A man tried to rob the pharmacy counter at the Walgreen’s 
in Lexington, Ky., while wearing a pair of long underwear over his face 
as a mask. He grabbed an employee and demanded “the biggest 
bottle of Percocet they have.” When he was informed that the phar-
macy was closed, he ran away.

WHO ARE YOU, AND WHAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH MY 
WIFE? A newlywed groom in the United Arab Emirates saw his new 
bride without makeup for the first time when he went swimming with 
her, and the water washed it all away. So he immediately divorced her. 
He said he felt tricked by her “artificial beauty.”

I HOPE WE CAN JUST FORGET THIS, OFFICER: A young 
man told police that someone knocked him to the ground and stole his 
cell phone as he walked through New York’s Central Park in the wee 
hours of the morning. The cops came and found it on the ground. The 
man then changed his story, saying that he was very drunk and must 
have dropped it.

UH, YEAH, SURE: The mayor of Toowoomba, Australia, has 
started a campaign to keep the city “free from porn.” He hopes to 
accomplish this by having all of the local men promise that they won’t 
watch pornography.

O.K., MICHAEL JACKSON, IN THE WAGON: A 39-year-old 
man was arrested for heroin possession in the convenience store of a 
gas station in Toms River, N.J. He aroused the suspicion of employees 
who saw him moonwalking through the aisles.

AN UNEXPECTED CONSEQUENCE: A woman had a sleazy 
film star test her boyfriend’s loyalty by flirting with him for the British 
TV show To Catch a Cheater. After much cajoling, the boyfriend – who 
was surprised that the woman was interested in him -- reluctantly gave 
her his phone number. But when the girlfriend called him to reveal that 
the whole thing had been filmed, he dumped her for embarrassing him.

O.K., I KNOW THIS LOOKS BAD: A British groom and 16 of 
his friends gave more than $10,000 to his best man, which he was to 
use to book flights to Prague and accommodations for a big stag party 
that would last for several days. But the best man stole the money, 
failed to make the arrangements and – when confronted by his friends 
– lied and said he was dying of bowel cancer. He has been jailed for 
20 months. The groom picked a new best man and went on with the 
wedding.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin

Did you know?

GO CLIMB A TREE 
Q. “Ah, go climb a tree,” you say. 

Who might actually take you quite 
seriously?

A. Teacher Tim Kovar for one, 
who climbed his first tree in 
Nebraska at age four and is still 
climbing. These days he can be 
found at his school “Tree Climbing 
Planet” in Oregon City, Oregon, 
teaching researchers, elementary 
school students, the elderly and 
more, reports interviewer Rachel 
Nuwer in “Scientific American” 
magazine. A master instructor, 
Kovar has scaled more than 5,000 
trees worldwide, including in every 

U.S. state except Alaska; he’s also 
been hired by biologists and ento-
mologists to gather treetop data or 
to set up rigs for safe ascents.

Technically, tree climbing is rope 
climbing, using a rope, saddle and 
other suitable gear. Usually, Kovar 
says, the hardest part is getting the 
rope in place: “For most trees in 
temperate forests, you can throw 
the first line up, but for really tall 
trees in tropical forests, you need 
to use a slingshot or a bow and 
arrow.  It once took me three days 
to set a rope in a giant Ceiba tree in 
Panama.”

As for dangers on the job, in the 
tropics some 90 percent of animal 
life occurs in the canopy, with ants, 
scorpions, spiders and snakes using 
branches as highways.  “I was once 
140 feet up in a tree in the Brazil-
ian Amazon when a swarm of bees 
flew in. I’ve also had thousands of 
ants crawl down my climbing rope.  
When that happens, all you can do 
is descend.”

Kovar says his favorite tree to 
climb is an oak tree, getting 40 feet 
high and setting up a hammock.  
“Just chilling out gives me a much 
deeper connection to nature.  That’s 
what I like to call tree time.”
THE WHITE GIRAFFE 

Q. What’s the story behind the 
wild white giraffe, and why might 

animal lovers be concerned?
A. This may be the first docu-

mented case of an adult wild giraffe 
turning white over time, says Zoe 
Muller at the Rothschild’s Giraffe 
Project, as reported in “New Scien-
tist” magazine.  She observed the 
change in this particular Kenyan 
giraffe over six years and now sus-
pects that a skin infection brought 
on vitiligo, where the skin gradually 
loses its pigment. (Interestingly, the 
condition can also affect humans, 
including perhaps Michael Jackson.)

Fortunately, the giraffe is “alive 
and well” and seemingly unaffected 
by its ghostly skin color. What 
happens, however, if it reduces the 
animal’s camouflage? Muller fears 
that should the infection spread, it 
could have “a serious impact upon 
the survival of the Rothschild’s 
giraffe subspecies, of which there 
are only 1100 left in the wild.”
EMOTIONAL CHEMICALS 

Q. People don’t wear their emo-
tions on their sleeves, but where 
might they actually “wear” them?

A. On their breath. Scientists are 
now able to gauge a film’s emotional 
tenor from the chemicals exhaled 
by the audience with each sigh 
and scream, says Cassie Martin in 
“Science News” magazine. German 
atmospheric chemist Jonathon 
Williams measured air samples col-
lected from 9,500 moviegoers who 
watched 16 different film genres 
that included “The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire,” “Walking with Dino-
saurs” and “Carrie.” Their findings?  
“Certain scenes, primarily those that 
had people laughing or on the edge 
of their seats, had distinct chemical 
fingerprints.” For example, during 
screening of “The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire,” CO2 and isoprene 
emissions consistently peaked at 
two suspenseful moments. Still 
needed are more data “to make 
robust connections between human 
emotion and chemical emissions.”

Eventually marketers might be 
able to quickly measure the air 
during consumer testing to see 
how people feel about products. 
As Williams concludes, “we have 
scratched the surface, and it’s made 
a funny smell,” he says. “It’s some-
thing to investigate.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

• There is a 99% chance that 
two randomly selected people from 
Papua New Guinea would speak 
different languages.

• On the original “Star Trek,” Dr. 
McCoy declared “He’s dead,” “He’s 
dead, Jim,” or something similar 
twenty different times.

• $500 million to $800 million of 
the Islamic States’s money has 
been destroyed by recent air strikes, 
leading to a 90% jump in defections.

• Since Prince’s death, at least 
650,000 of his albums and 2.8 mil-
lion of his tracks have been sold.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.25/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

Life expectancy in the U.S. shorter in 2015 than in 2014
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The final numbers for 2015 
are in, and it’s now official: Life 
expectancy for Americans was 
shorter last year than it was the 
year before.

A person born in the U.S. in 2015 
could expect to live 78.8 years, on 
average. That’s 0.1 years - or 36.5 
days - less than in 2014.

The main reason for this decline 
is that eight of the nation’s 10 
leading causes of death were 
deadlier in 2015 than in years past, 
according to a new report from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Heart disease, chronic 
lower respiratory diseases, uninten-
tional injuries, stroke, Alzheimer’s 
disease, diabetes, kidney disease 
and suicide all claimed more lives 
last year.

A total of 2,712,630 official 
deaths were registered in the 
United States in 2015, an increase 
of 86,212 compared with 2014.

Those additional deaths boosted 
the country’s age-adjusted death 
rate for the first time since 1999, 
the CDC said. For every 100,000 
people in a “standard population” 

- a hypothetical group with the 
same age distribution the country 
had in 2000 - there were 733.1 
deaths in 2015, up from 724.6 in 
2014. (Age-adjusted death rates 
allow for easier comparisons from 
year to year, since increases or 
decreases can’t be chalked up to 
the fact that the total population is 
older or younger than in years past, 
the CDC explains.)

The increase in age-adjusted 
death rates was concentrated in 
certain demographic groups. It 
rose 1.6 percent for white women, 
1 percent for white men and 0.9 
percent for black men, according to 
the report. No significant increases 
were seen for Latinos or for black 
women. Figures for Asian Ameri-
cans were not reported.

Heart disease remained the 
leading cause of death last year, 
accounting for 168.5 deaths per 
100,000 people in a standard popu-
lation. Cancer was a close second, 
taking 158.5 lives per 100,000 
people. Altogether, the 10 leading 
causes of death were responsible 
for 74.2 percent of all deaths in the 
country last year.

One bright spot in the report was 

that the age-adjusted death rate 
for cancer fell 1.7 percent in 2015 
compared to 2014. It was the only 
leading cause of death to experi-
ence a decline last year.

Deaths from influenza and 
pneumonia held steady, while the 
eight others rose. Notably, the age-
adjusted death rate for Alzheimer’s 
increased 15.7 percent last year.

Overall, women continued to 
outlive men, and that gender gap 
grew by 0.1 years in 2015. The life 
expectancy for boys born in 2015 
was 76.3 years (0.2 years lower 
than in 2014) and the life expec-
tancy for girls born in 2015 was 
81.2 years (0.1 years lower than in 
2014).

Women who turned 65 in 2015 
could expect to live another 20.6 
years, on average, while men who 
reached that milestone birthday last 
year could expect another 18 years 
of life.

The 2015 infant mortality rate 
was 589.5 deaths per 100,000 
live births, a slight increase from 
the 2014 rate of 582.1 deaths per 
100,000 live births. That change 
was too small to be statistically 
significant, the CDC said.
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For students who work and may 
not have time to test, register or 
apply for Financial Aid for college 
during the week, Alvin Community 
College is opening its doors on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, for the Super 
Saturday Registration Blitz.

ACC staff members will be at the 
college from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Admissions Office to provide help for 
those wanting to take courses in the 
spring. Payment will be due at the 
time of registration.

Several services will be offered, 
including state-required testing 
to attend college. Students must 
register for testing by Jan. 5 in order 
to take the exams on Saturday, Jan. 
7. Seats for testing fill quickly. The 

tests will be administered starting at 
8:15 a.m.

Staff members with the Con-
tinuing Education and Workforce 
Development Department will be 
available for students who want to 
enroll in a career training program.

Those who need guidance on 
which courses to take can also visit 
with academic advisors who will 
be on hand. Advisors can visit with 
students to determine which classes 
will fit their needs and which degree 
plan is best suited for them.

Financial Aid staff members will 
be available to help students apply 
for assistance to help pay for their 
courses.

Students will also be able to pay 

for their classes, purchase their 
books, obtain a student ID and 
receive their parking pass.

Once students have finished test-
ing and know which classes they 
want to take, they can then register 
for the 2017 semester.

Fall registration is open until Jan. 
9. Students who register prior to 
that will not pay any late fee. From 
Jan. 10 - 18, students must make 
their payment upon registering and 
pay a late fee.

Students attending the Saturday 
event can register for the services 
they need starting at 8 a.m. at the 
Admissions Office.

Prospective students are encour-
aged to review the steps to get 
started prior to the event. Find the 
steps, or to sign up for testing, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu, or e-mail 
advising@alvincollege.edu. For 
details call (281) 756-3526.

ACC Opens for Super Saturday Registration Blitz Jan. 7
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek Christ’s strength as you face illness
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve had good health all my life (I’m 78 now), but now the doctor 
says I have something that’s going to make me weaker and weaker, 
and eventually it will kill me. I just can’t face being weak and having 
to depend on others to take care of me. I admit I’m angry with God, 
but why shouldn’t I be? - P.D.

A: One reason you shouldn’t be angry with God is because of all the 
years of good health He’s given you. Countless millions endure sickness 
or disability most of their lives, but you haven’t. Have you ever taken even 
one minute to thank God for your good health?

Another reason you shouldn’t be angry with God is because you need 
His help - and He wants to give it to you as you face the future. So far, 
I suspect, you’ve always depended on yourself to see you through life’s 
hard places. But soon you won’t be able to do that, so where will you turn? 
My prayer is that you’ll turn to Christ and learn to depend on Him. He’ll not 
only give you inner strength to face tough times, but He’ll also give you 
patience and peace in the midst of life’s changes. Turn to Him today.

You need God for another reason, however. Someday, your life will be 
over, and then you will face Him. Are you prepared for that day? The Bible 
warns, “People are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” 
(Hebrews 9:27).

Don’t depend on yourself or your accomplishments for your salvation, 
for they won’t save you. Instead, humbly turn to Jesus Christ and put your 
faith and trust in Him. Then thank Him for the help you’ll get from others as 
you grow weaker, and receive it gratefully.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER Pokemon Go is a no-go when it comes to exercise
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Harvard University researchers have some bad news for Pokemon Go 
enthusiasts: The time you spend hunting digital monsters doesn’t qualify as 
a workout.

After analyzing the movements of actual players, the researchers calcu-
lated that Pokemon Go encouraged people to take an average of 955 extra 
steps per day in the first week after downloading the game. Assuming that 
each step covered 31.5 inches and that players walked at a pace of 2.5 
miles per hour, the game prompted people to walk for 11 extra minutes each 
day.

The World Health Organization recommends that adults get at least 150 
minutes of aerobic physical activity each week. If you spread that equally 
throughout the week, you’ll need to get 21.4 minutes of exercise each day.

And that was just for the first week, when the augmented reality game was 
most addictive. In subsequent weeks, players spent less time walking around 
catching monsters; by the sixth week, they were back to their pre-Pokemon 
Go habits.

Talk about the long arm-
bar of the law.

A guy who tried to rob a gas 
station in Coral Springs, Fla., 
instead got his head slammed 
into the door and found himself in 
a rear naked chokehold, courtesy 
of a 6-7, 300-pound customer 
who happened to be ex-WWE 
rassler Shad Gaspard Of Cryme 
Tyme tag-team fame.
Stat of the Week

When the Warriors’ Klay 
Thompson scored 60 points 
in just 29 minutes against the 
Pacers, he had the ball for just 
90 seconds and took only 11 
dribbles.
David wins

The Seattle Sounders won 
the  MLS Cup on penalty kicks in 
Toronto after getting outshot by 
a whopping 19-3 in 120 minutes 
of playing time. Somewhere, Tex 
Cobb is smiling.
Talking the talk

—Mark Whicker of The 
Orange County Register, on the 
4-9 Rams’ attendance prospects 
with home games coming up on 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s 
Day: “The spectators will be more 
open than the receivers.”

—Spotted on the readerboard 
outside Kennedy’s Auto Pro in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia: “Things that 
tell the truth: small children, drunk 
people and yoga pants.”

—Brad Dickson of the Omaha 
(Neb.) World-Herald, after actor 
Kirk Douglas turned 100: “He’s 
busy preparing for his next 
starring role in ‘The Bill Snyder 
Story.’ ”

—R.J. Currie of 
SportsDeke.com, after South 
Carolina State running back Joe 
Thomas, 55, became the oldest 
to ever play in a Division I football 
game: “His unofficial stats: 1 
carry; 3 yards gained; 2 dentures 
lost.”
Danger, Will Robinson, 
Danger!

Mail carrier, meter reader and 
newspaper reporter were among 
the professions making Career-
Cast’s latest rankings of the 10 
most endangered jobs.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   December 20, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Look for us on 
Facebook

I do. But this is what I grew up 
with, except for the remote control. I 
never had that on a stereo receiver. 
I always had to walk up to it and 
turn the knobs. 

I have a lot of records that I still 
like to play, and bags of cassettes. 
And, a good number of CDs. While 
I work, I can just put on a record, I 
explained.

“Why don’t I just listen to the 
music through my Bluetooth?”

I do, but this way I can be in the 
present and the past all at the same 
time. Plus, vinyl is coming back. 

For a while, I thought that cas-
settes were making a comeback 
also, but they really aren’t. That 
faded quickly. But records are still 
cool, and I still want to listen to 
them.

The questions continued: “Why 

can’t you listen to them on the 
record players you already have?”

I do have a couple that I could 
use, plus a small portable one that 
I bought from someone on eBay for 
a toy. I can’t even remember what I 
did with it.

Why can’t I use one of them? 
Because this one is better. This will 
be the main one. 

So, if you want to give me any 
more birthday presents, fork over 
those restaurant gift cards. They’ll 
be put to good use. Same for 
Christmas.

I was going to elaborate why 
I favor restaurant gift cards, but 
sometimes these columns take on a 
life of their own. 

So, I have these records sitting 
in a closet that haven’t even been 
opened. I bought some of them, and 
some I got as gifts.

After this present arrives, I will 
call all the family together, ceremo-
niously open one of these records, 
and play it for the first time. I hope 
they’ll ve able to the excitement.

Playing a record is different than 
just turning on the music on the cell-
phone. The record spins and people 
tend to watch it, at least for a while. 
You can tell from the grooves how 

much time is left on the song.
Then I’ll have to explain how the 

sound is generated as the needle 
makes its way through the grooves. 
I have done this a few times 
already, but they have probably 
forgotten.

What do you mean you’re busy? 
How are we going to listen to it?

We can play a cassette instead. 

I’ve never told you how the mag-
netic code on the tape is converted 
into sound. O.K., just drop off the 
gift card then.

Merry Christmas, dear readers. 
I was just kidding about drop-
ping off the gift card. The kids are 
going to have a great Christmas. If 
they behave, I may even let them 
change the record.

Just for the record, I’d like restaurant gift cards for Christmas and listen to music on vinyl
(Continued from Page 1)
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Escape the Venice crowds with 
these day trips

By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

  I love Venice, but when the 
crowds become unbearable, I make 
it a point to get out of the center and 
discover what the surrounding area 
has to offer. 

  One easy escape is to the 
islands of Murano, Burano and 
Torcello, which hide out in Venice’s 
lagoon. Water taxis and ferry boats 
zip from central Venice to the 
islands, so you can easily see all 
three places in one day. Though 
hardly undiscovered, they provide a 
break from the hubbub of Venice.

  The quickest-to-reach island 
is Murano, where, for centuries, 
artisans have been producing that 
famous Venetian glass. A 13th-cen-
tury law restricted glass produc-
tion (and its dangerous furnaces) 
to Murano to prevent fires on the 
main island, and also to protect the 
secrets of Venetian glassmaking. 
Today, you can visit elaborate show-
rooms and witness the traditional 
mastery of this craft in adjoining 
workshops. 

  Just as Murano is known for 
glass, the island of Burano, with 
its colorful facades gracing the 
lagoon, is famous for lace. Shops 
proudly display these painstakingly 

produced works of art - made with 
only needles and thread by artisans 
meticulously following time-honored 
patterns passed down from older 
generations. 

  Burano’s vibrantly painted 
homes look like Venice before the 
plaster peeled off. As the day winds 
down, when shops close and the 
crowds return to Venice, it’s worth-
while to stay and wander Burano’s 
back lanes for a peaceful slice of 
the Venetian lagoon most visitors 
miss. 

  From Burano, you can head 
back to the mainland or stop at 
Torcello, the birthplace of Venice. 
This marshy, shrub-covered island 
is home to about 20 residents and 
the oldest church in Venice, which 
sports impressive mosaics.

  Venice is the most famous city 
in a region known as the Veneto. 
In its heyday, the island of Venice 
ruled a huge empire, and that 
included a good part of the Italian 
mainland. With much of the charm 
and far fewer crowds, you could call 
this region of Italy “sotto-estimato” 
- underestimated. And two of the 
best Veneto destinations are Padua 
and Verona.

  Padua, half an hour from Venice 
by train, is home to a prestigious 

university, an important pilgrim-
age sight, and some remarkable 
frescoes. The city was ruled by 
Venice from 1405 until Napoleon 
came around 1800. Chafing under 
Venetian rule for four centuries 
seemed only to sharpen Padua’s 
independent spirit. 

Padua has also long been a lure 
for pilgrims, who for nearly 800 

years have flocked to the Basilica 
of St. Anthony. One of Christianity’s 
most popular shrines to one of its 
most popular saints, the basilica is 
filled with magnificent art, including 
bronze statues of the crucifix, Mary, 
and Padua’s favorite saints by the 
Renaissance master Donatello. 
Pilgrims visit the relics of the saint, 
considered miraculously preserved: 
his vocal chords, tongue, and 
jawbone. These relics befit the saint 
who couldn’t stop teaching, preach-
ing, and praying.

 The Scrovegni Chapel is the art 
treasure of Padua. Wallpapered with 
Giotto’s beautifully preserved cycle 
of frescoes, the glorious chapel 
- painted in the early 1300s - depicts 
the lives of Jesus and Mary. Giotto, 
considered the first modern painter, 
produced scenes that were more 
realistic and human than anything 
that had been done for a thousand 
years. Since the chapel is open only 
to a limited number of visitors a day, 
advanced reservations are required. 

  Padua also presents the oppor-
tunity to explore one of Italy’s finest 
produce markets. Since medieval 
times, shoppers have come to Pala-
zzo della Ragione and its surround-
ing squares for the best Veneto 
produce. Wandering through here, 
visitors can appreciate the Italian 
passion for good food. Merchants 

share recipe tips with shoppers. 
Locals can tell the month by the 
seasonal selections.

 At the base of the Alps and 
nestled in a bend of the Adige 
River is another leading city in the 
Veneto: Verona. Just over an hour 
away from Venice by train, Verona 
is famous among tourists because 
of Romeo and Juliet, a gimmick 
dreamed up by a tour guide in the 
last century. (You can visit Juliet’s 
famous balcony, but it’s fictitious.) 

  Verona is worth a visit for its 
history as a Roman city - an ideal 
last stop for ancient Romans before 
heading north over the Alps. Here 
you’ll find an amazing arena - the 
third largest in Italy - boasting great 
acoustics, impressive stonework, 
and fine city views from the top. It’s 
memorable to visit a theater that 
has hosted everything from Roman 
gladiator battles to rock concerts, 
medieval executions to opera festi-
vals (still held every summer).

  Venice is undeniably the star 
of this region. But you shouldn’t 
overlook the gems nearby.
  (Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks 
and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at 
rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog 
on Facebook.)
            (c)2016 RICK STEVES

 Colorful buildings line the canals of the small island of Burano in Venice’s lagoon. (Photo by Rick Steves, Rick 
Steves’ Europe.)

New food items you could see at theme parks soon
By Kayla O’Brien
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)
The International Association of 

Amusement Parks and Attractions 
Expo was in Orlando, Fla., this 
week and revealed many new inno-
vations happening in the theme 
park industry.

The convention held at the 
Orange County Convention Center 
featured hundreds of companies 
throughout rows and rows of 
booths.

Because food is the only real 
driving force behind my trips to 
theme parks, I spent a substantial 
amount of time hanging around in 
the concessions area.

Some products I found par-
ticularly unique and exciting were 
things I had never come across 
before.

Waffle on a stick: Even if 

you’re purely a pancake person, 
anything on a stick tastes good. 
Specialty Equipment and Foods 
company, Sagra Inc. was showing 
off its latest addition to its tasty treat 
lineup. It looks like a mix between 
a waffle and corn on the cob and is 
topped with different sugary add-ons 
depending on your preference.

Light up cotton candy: 
Cotton candy is my all-time favorite 
fair fare. The company Glo Cone 
International hasn’t reinvented the 
sugary puff but it definitely bright-
ened it. Using a battery powered 
LED stick, kids and kids at heart can 
light up their snack. The company 
also showed off its glow buckets, 
which can be used with almost any 
snack.

BeaverTails: If you’re a funnel 
cake fan like me, you’ll probably 
love BeaverTails. The Canadian 

company is expanding across 
the globe and offers a variety of 
sweet products. Its mainstay is the 
beavertail, which is an oval-shaped 
piece of fried dough. Toppings 
range from the Classic Cinnamon 
& Sugar to the Triple Trip, which 
includes chocolate hazelnut spread 
topped with Reese’s Pieces and 
peanut butter.

SnackTops: This is the thing 
you wish you’d had at that concert 
that one time. You bought a hotdog 
and a soda and then had to get 
those nachos (for a friend) but 
you need three hands to hold it 
all. Snacktops says it has come 
up with a solution. After pouring a 
drink you attach the plastic snack 
top, which snaps into place. The 
company says its product should fit 
on almost any cup or can.

Theme park bon appétit.
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While she enjoyed the pancake breakfast, Alexa Shawback-Brachman, 
of Liverpool, had just one word to describe what she was looking forward 
to at the Breakfast with Santa event.

“Santa,” she said, grinning.
Brachman, her mother and grandmother were one of many local 

families in need to get a free breakfast, food, toys and a visit with St. Nick 
during Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 3.

“This really does benefit a lot of children in our area,” said Peggy Shaw-
back, Alexa’s mother.

The college hosted two locations—at the ACC campus in Alvin and 
Manvel.

The event was made possible through Alvin Community College, Alvin 
ISD and volunteers from the community and other civic organizations. 
Almost 1,500 people were treated to a pancake breakfast and approxi-
mately 320 families received food and toys. The event has been held for 
the past 25 years in conjunction with the Alvin ISD and ACC Food and Toy 
Drive. It was started by members of the ACC Church of Christ Student 
Fellowship.

The food drive received a heavy boost in financial donations this year 
from Alvin Noon Rotary, Sunrise Rotary, Noon Lions Club and Soroptimist 
International of Alvin along with many individual contributions.

“This year’s event was such a resounding success thanks to the support 
of these organizations and community members,” said Wendy Del Bello, 
ACC director of development and executive assistant to the president.

Volunteer Karen Perkins also remarked at how the event brings so 
much joy to local families while generating community support.

“You see all of the kids smiling, waiting to see Santa,” she said. “There’s 
so much involvement from people behind the scenes with donations. We 
were able to buy plenty of food for everyone.”

Having breakfast with Santa at ACC Dickens gets a second chance

After heavy rains the previous weekend, Dickens on the Strand went into 
full swing on Dec. 9-10 on Galveston Island. Bulletin ticket winners were 
able to use their original passes to get in, and enjoy all the entertainment 
and vendors. It was a little chilly, but a lot of fun.

• The Germans made the first 
artificial Christmas trees out of 
dyed goose feathers.

• Each year more than 3 billion 
Christmas cards are sent in the 
U.S. alone.

• All the gifts in the Twelve 
Days of Christmas would equal 
364 gifts.

• According to data analyzed 
from Facebook posts, two weeks 
before Christmas is one of the 
two most popular times for 
couples to break up. However, 
Christmas Day is the least favor-
ite day for breakups.

• The traditional three colors 
of Christmas are green, red, 
and gold. Green has long been 
a symbol of life and rebirth; red 
symbolizes the blood of Christ, 
and gold represents light as well 
as wealth and royalty.

• The world’s largest Christmas 
stocking measured 106 feet and 
9 inches long and 49 feet and 1 
inch wide. It weighed as much 
as five reindeer and held almost 
1,000 presents. It was made by 
the Children’s Society in London 
on Dec. 14, 2007.

Did you know?
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Magical Winter Lights  takes you around the world in one night

If you want to walk through the 
world all in one night, check out 
Magical Winter Lights now through 
Jan. 8 at Gulf Greyhound Park.

You’ll be transported to each 
corner of the world and entertained 
by Chinese acrobats, who put on 
a fantastic show nightly. The park 
is located at 1000 FM 2004, La 
Marque.

Magical Winter Lights differ-
entiates itself from other more 
traditional holiday lighting events 
by basing its designs on Chinese 
lanterns and transforming them into 
larger-than-life remakes of well-
known landmarks and landscapes 
found throughout the world. 

The festival is divided into seven 
fascinating themed sections includ-

ing Magical, Europe, America, 
Asia, Australia/Oceania, Africa and 
Dinosaur Land. 

The event is open 5-10 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday, and 3-11 p.m. 
Friday - Sunday. For more informa-
tion, go to www.magicalwinter-
lights.com.

A carnival with lots of rides and 
food also operates at the event.
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Los Angeles Times (TNS)
LOS ANGELES — A stronger 

economy and lower airfares are 
expected to increase the number of 
holiday air travelers by 3.5 percent 
this year.

During the 21-day holiday travel 
period starting Dec. 16, 45.2 million 
travelers will fly on U.S.-based 
airlines, prompting airlines to add 
extra flights or bigger planes to 
serve the travel surge, according to 
Airlines for America, the trade group 

for the nation’s airlines.
The busiest travel days are 

expected to be Thursday, Dec. 22, 
and Friday, Dec. 23. The lightest 
days should be Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve 
and New Year’s Day, the trade 
group said.

The busiest airports during the 
holiday period should be Harts-
field-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport, Chicago O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport, Los Angeles Interna-

tional Airport and Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport, the group 
predicted.

To accommodate the increased 
demand, airlines are expected to 
add 99,000 extra seats a day during 
the holiday season, a 3.9 percent 
increase.

“An improved economy and 
reduced airfares remain the driving 
force behind the growth seen in air 
travel,” said John Heimlich, chief 
economist for Airlines for America.

Expect big holiday crowds at airports, airlines group says

‘Coin Crusader’ strikes again
By Adam Sacasa
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— While many holiday donors have 
hearts of gold, one mystery donor 
has coins of gold — and once 
again the Salvation Army in South 
Florida is reaping the bounty.

The so-called “Coin Crusader” 
on Saturday dropped two gold 
1947 Mexican 50-peso coins into a 
collection kettle outside a Wal-Mart 
in Pompano Beach, officials said.

The two coins, valued at $1,400 
each, were wrapped inside a dollar 
bill, said Alyse Gossman, director 
of Development for Salvation Army 
of Broward County.

It is the third year in a row the 
gold coins have turned up at kettles 
in Pompano Beach.

Salvation Army workers last year 
discovered a total of five similar 
gold coins, donated at the same 
Wal-Mart and a Wal-Mart Neighbor-

hood Market, also in Pompano 
Beach.

A similar discovery was made 
in 2014 at the Pompano Beach 
Wal-Mart.

Major Keath Biggers, area com-
mander for The Salvation Army of 
Broward County, said it’s always 
exciting when they’re found.

“You never know if it’s going to 
continue. It’s sort of a Christmas 
gift,” he said.

Biggers said the donations will 
be used to buy holiday presents 
for about 2,000 local children and 
will go toward services for others 
year-round.

“I’m always amazed by the 
wonderful outpouring of the gifts 
we receive in our red kettles,” he 
said. “Every penny and dime adds 
up.”

The kettles will be out every day 
except Sundays until Christmas 
Eve, Biggers said.

This house plant makes an alternative Christmas tree
By Nancy Brachey
The Charlotte Observer (TNS)

Many dwellers of small apart-
ments or condos face an annual 
problem in December: What do we 
do about the Christmas tree? Do we 
take out the odd chair or end table? 
Do we just forget about a tree and 
hang a stuffed Santa somewhere? 
What to do?

Well, first of all, even in the small-
est of quarters, you can find room 
for a Christmas tree, but one that is 
a little different and one that will last 
well beyond New Year’s Day.

It is a Norfolk Island pine, growing 
in a pot of soil and showing up in 
all sizes, including a short 2 to 3 
three-footer that is ideal for a table 
top in a small apartment or retire-
ment home.

These plants have proven such 
a success in the marketplace as an 
alternative Christmas tree that they 
are sold widely in garden centers 
and even grocery stores. Some may 
be quite large, five feet or higher 
that can sit on the floor in a corner, 

but it is the shorter ones for table 
tops that appeal to those with a 
small home.

This is a basic house plant 
that will be with you all year, but 
in December it can be laden with 
ornaments such as small-beaded 
garlands, a string of lights and the 
smallest glass ornaments.

The shape of this tree lends itself 
to these decorations because the 
branches tend to be layered hori-
zontally with a nice space between 
layers. That is why garlands of 
small beads look so good. This also 
makes it easy to install a string of 
small electric lights in the plants 
interior. If you are not keen to go 
this far, the simple addition of small 
red bows or small birds will look 
seasonal.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   December 20, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 13

Walking on Surfside Beach early 
in November

grew up on the Cape so the 
beaches I do remember.

Barefoot on the soft, soft sand
all the seaweed, the shells and ...

Look up above at he Pelicans’ ‘V’ 
formation

God’s great creation!

The rolling waves and their 
might.

The cool breeze to fly a kite

The clouds seem close enough 
to touch.

I love Surfside Beach so much!

Breathing in the salt air for an 
inspiring sensation

God’s great creation!

So come take a walk on Surfside 
Beach

It’s at the end of Hwy 332, just 
within your reach

In Texas, the finest state in our 
nation.

God’s great creation!

Walking on 
Surfside Beach
A poem submitted by Laurene Procaccini

Visiting tips for dog owners and their guests during the holiday season
By Cheryl Stritzel McCarthy
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Even if you’re looking forward to 
visiting relatives this holiday season, 
you may not be happy about visiting 
their dog. How can you make your 
entry through a relative’s front door 
more joyful and less jump-filled?

There are 78 million pet dogs 
in the country, according to the 
American Pet Products Association, 
so your chances of encountering 
one are high.

Stanley Coren, professor emeri-
tus of psychology at the University 
of British Columbia, dog trainer and 
author, offers tips to guests and 

hosts on managing the average 
family pet. (Aggressive dogs should 
be sequestered elsewhere before 
guests arrive.)

Most pets have received some 
training, though not much, Coren 
says. But the basic command is the 
most useful. “If the dog is jumping, 
the simplest thing is to say, ‘Sit.’ 
That usually calms things down.”

Coren offers this to guests:
• Move more slowly. Imagine the 

dog’s point of view, seeing people 
pouring through the door and flip-
ping off coats. Quick movements 
can excite or be interpreted as a 
threat.

• Be aware of where the dog is. 
If you back up and tread on a dog’s 
tail, it’s not a good start.

• Keep small children close to you 
and calm. Squealing just ratchets up 
the dog’s excitement. You don’t want 
toddlers running, because the dog 
will chase them.

• If a dog is frantic, fold your 
hands in front of you and stand still. 
It’s a trick we use when we’re bite-
proofing kids. We call it Be a Tree: 
Fold your branches and stare at your 
roots. No eye contact. You’re not 
moving. You’re no longer a threat.

• Have treats in your pocket. 
Treats are effective. When you 

encounter the dog, tell it to sit, and 
follow it up with a little treat. That 
makes the dog happy to see you. A 
goldfish cracker, or a thumbnail-size 
piece of regular cracker, will do if 
you don’t have dog treats. If the dog 
has allergies, the host will say so.

• Children should ask before they 
approach a dog. It’s polite, as well 
as safer.

• Don’t reach your open hand 
toward a dog’s head. That can be 
seen as a threat. If you’re going to 
approach the dog, close your fingers 
into a fist and let him sniff your hand. 
Touch the dog’s chest, then slide 
your hand up over its head.

How to make it through the holiday shopping season and not hurt your credit
By Cameron Huddleston
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

There are many ways you can 
hurt your credit score during the 
frenzy of the holidays, said Sandra 
Bernardo, consumer education 
manager for Experian. And the 
negative effects can last well into 
the new year. A low credit score can 
make it difficult to get credit going 
forward and force you to pay higher 
interest rates on lines of credit.

Take these steps to protect your 
credit score so you can enjoy the 
holidays without having to worry 
about the long-term impact of a low 
score.

AVOID OPENING NEW CREDIT 
CARD ACCOUNTS

Opening a credit card - or several 
at once - will result in hard inquiries 
that appear on your credit report. 
“Hard inquiries occur when a 
financial institution, such as a lender 
or credit card issuer, checks your 
credit in order to decide whether 
to approve you for a loan or credit 
card,” Bernardo said.

If you don’t have many other 
credit accounts or a long credit 
history, opening several new 
accounts will have a bigger effect. 
That is because it will lower your 
average account age, according to 

myFICO.com, the consumer division 
of credit scoring agency FICO. A 
shorter average account age can 
hurt your score.

DON’T MAX OUT CREDIT CARDS
Maxing out credit cards to cover 

holiday gifts will hurt your credit 
score, Bernardo said. The amount 
you owe on credit accounts is 
among the biggest factors impacting 
your credit score. If you’re using a 
high percentage of your available 
credit - that is, if you’re close to 
maxing out credit cards - your score 
might drop.

Bernardo said you should avoid 
using more than 25 percent of 

available credit. For example, if 
the total credit available on all your 
credit cards is $10,000, don’t carry a 
balance of more than $2,500 across 
those cards.

DON’T TAKE OUT LOANS
Getting a personal loan to cover 

holiday spending can be a smarter 
move than relying on credit cards. 
The interest rate might be lower 
and it will be fixed. In addition, you 
can’t spend more than you have 
borrowed, and you have a clear end 
date for repayment.

However, you will still be taking 
on a new line of credit and adding to 
your overall debt. 
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Scientists have discovered the partial tail of a 99-million-year-old baby 
dinosaur covered in feathers. (R.C. McKellar/Royal Saskatchewan 
Museum/TNS)

By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

While browsing amber markets 
in Myanmar, scientists discovered 
the feathers and partial tail of a tiny 
baby dinosaur that lived some 99 
million years ago.

The find, described in the journal 
Current Biology, offers a rare 

window onto the structure and 
organization of dinosaur feathers 
- one that could help shed new light 
on their evolution.

Scientists have long studied 
feathers that pop up in the fossil 
record in part because they want 
to understand the origins of birds. 
Birds are thought to be the only 

living descendants of dinosaurs 
- and questions of how and when 
their ancestors first developed flight 
(and the feathers that enabled it) 
remain confounding mysteries.

In recent years, paleontologists 
have also realized that many dino-
saurs were not scaly (a la “Juras-
sic Park”) but feathered like birds. 

However, their plumage’s original 
purpose (for example, for insula-
tion or for camouflage) remains up 
for debate. Researchers want to 
understand the origin of feathers, 
and how they evolved for flight.

But there are limits to what they 
can learn from studying feathers in 
isolation, without seeing how they 
were positioned and organized on 
the body - and without knowing 
which species the feathers came 
from. And those preserved plumes 
found with fossil skeletons are typi-
cally compressed flat in the rock, 
which makes it difficult to know what 
the animal looked like in 3-D.

This new fossil, encased in 
amber, solves all 
of those issues. 
Co-lead author 
Lida Xing of the 
China University 
of Geosciences 
discovered the fossil at an amber 
market in Myanmar last year. 
Because of its bushy appearance, 
the seller believed the tail to be 
some kind of trapped plant - but 
Xing believed differently and asked 
the Dexu Institute of Paleontology to 
purchase it.

“It wasn’t until Lida took a close 
look at it that he realized there were 
feathers coming off the side of the 
little filaments running through the 
amber,” said co-lead author Ryan 
McKellar, a paleontologist with the 
Royal Saskatchewan Museum in 
Regina, Canada. “That’s when the 
real fun began, from a research 
standpoint.”

Amber is a paleontologist’s best 
friend for many reasons: Among 
them, it insulates the fossil from 
chemical alteration by the environ-
ment and helps to preserve it in 3-D.

“Amber is like nature’s plastic,” 
McKellar said. “It seals in a lot of 
information at the same time it’s 
basically drying out a lot of inclu-
sions that end up in the resin.”

Xing, McKellar and colleagues 
CT-scanned the tail through the 
amber, studying its microscopic 
structure. The partial tail, which 
probably belonged to a coelurosaur 
about the size of a sparrow, consists 
of eight full vertebra surrounded by 
highly preserved feathers. In birds, 

tailbones are 
fused together 
in what’s known 
as a pygostyle, 
which is why 
scientists think 

this one must have come from a 
non-avialan dinosaur.

“This flexible tail isn’t something 
that you see in modern birds, so it 
restricts you to a group of dinosaurs 
that are outside of archaeopteryx 
and modern birds,” McKellar said. 
“You have to be dealing with some-
thing lower down in the evolutionary 
tree. And this means you’re firmly 
in dinosaur territory, as opposed to 
bird territory.”

Unlike birds, the dinosaur’s feath-
ers had an underdeveloped main 
stem, or rachis. The top feathers 
were dark and those on the under-
side were light, so it may have been 
used for camouflage or signaling, 

99 million-year-old feathered baby dinosaur tail, mistaken for a plant, found trapped in amber
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begins with “O Lord, support us all 
the day long…” and ends with “in 
Your mercy grant us a safe lodging 
and a holy rest, and peace at the 
last.” Or they can be as simple as a 
couple of words, requiring not much 
more than a breath. Thirteenth  
century German theologian Meister 
Eckhart proved that when he 
provided perhaps my favorite quote: 
“If the only prayer you ever say in 
your entire life is thank you, it will be 
enough.”

So, prayers can be great litera-
ture. But for legions of us, they are 
considerably more than that.  To 
those of us who are confident they 
are received, the offering of prayers 
is just about the most important 
business we can be about.

And, being unquestionably imper-
fect (none of you need to weigh in 

on this) – some days more so than 
others – I go about it in any number 
of moods and for any number of 
reasons.  Depending on circum-
stances, my disposition ranges 
regularly from elation all the way to 
anger and doubt. Sometimes I just 
feel the need to check in. To make 
sure the line is still open.

A few years ago I started working 
some of my personal invocations 
into what I prefer to call conversa-
tions; few theologians would call 
them prayers and certainly no poet 
would call them poems.   

When I sent a bunch of them to 
Jonathan Galassi, the head honcho 
at Farrar, Straus & Giroux, the 
esteemed New York outfit that pub-
lished my first book, he wrote back 
that he found them beautiful, but 
didn’t quite know what FSG could 
do with them. Then I sent them 

to several publishers of religious 
books, all of whom professed to like 
them but were fearful that one faith 
or denomination or another would 
find them outside the precise bound-
aries of their particular theology.

Finally, at the tenacious insis-
tence of my wife, Karen, I’ve 
decided to post some of these 
pieces on a separate page in my 
blog.  If you have no interest in such 
doings, please don’t feel obligated 
to even take a peek.

The page is titled “Conversa-
tions.”  You should know that I’ll be 
posting most of the ones I did years 
ago, and once that bin is empty the 
postings will, since I write them spo-
radically, slow down considerably.

No attempt will be made to 
provide any sort of a framework, or 
to herd these things into categories, 
like song titles in hymnals.  

I don’t know about you, but I don’t 
wake up each morning, look at the 
calendar, and decide to be joyful or 
thankful or sacrificial. I take each 
morning as it presents itself, and 
fashion my conversation accord-
ingly.

I attempted to wordsmith each of 
these nicely, to have tinkered and 
polished sufficiently to make them 
understandable and pleasant.  But 
please don’t read too much into 
that. One editor (in his rejection 
letter) even suggested that I title the 
collection “Invocations to Amuse.”

He missed the point.
I want these pieces to be exactly 

what they are: heartfelt communi-

cations with the one who creates, 
saves, and sustains me day by day, 
minute by minute.  So I don’t offer 
these as light, witty reading.

Neither do I offer them as tem-
plates for whatever conversations 
you currently have going or intend 
to strike up.  But if these prove to 
be at all helpful on your journey, I 
am glad.

I’ll share the first, and the short-
est, one here. I actually send this 
one up every morning, as not only 

Prayers come in all shapes and sizes, as they connect us with God, emotions and literature
a request but as sort of a mantra to 
keep me in line.

In a world full of people who 
misbehave,

Please help me, this day, to
Behave.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ron Rozelle’s colmns can be 

accessed at ronrozellewordsmith.word
press.com. He is the author of “Writer’s 
Digest’s Write Great Fiction: Descrip-
tion & Setting,” and nine other books of 
fiction and nonfiction.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Maisie Williams auditioned for the role of Arya Stark on “Game of 
Thrones” because she wanted to earn enough cash to buy a new laptop.

• The steel arch being built to shield one of Chernobyl’s damaged nuclear 
reactors will be the world’s largest land-based moving structure.

• James Horner only had three weeks to write the musical score for 
“Alien,” and wrote the famous climactic musical cue overnight.

• The set where the alien nest is found in “Aliens” is also the chemical 
plant where Jack Napier turns into the Joker in 1989’s “Batman.”

• Sigourney Weaver was paid $35,000 for the first “Alien” film—and $1 
million for the sequel.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GLORY  CAKED  GRIMLY  WEEVIL
Answer: Why the pickle maker decided to quit -- IT WAS “DILL” WORK

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Just get it over with. A 
nagging responsibility may have you looking for ways 
to get out of it, but you’ll find the easiest solution is 
simply to do it. Don’t become too frustrated by mis-
takes as the experience provides a valuable lesson.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Show your support 
for the home team. Family or close friends may need 
a shoulder to lean on and you are just the one to fit 
the bill. The lights along the streets of romance will 
be all green in the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t assume any-
thing. Reality may be quite different from what you 
expect it to be, so don’t act on preconceived notions 
and wait for cold hard facts. A past conflict may finally 
be resolved in the week ahead with a simple apology.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery. Don’t become alarmed or 
offended if you find that someone is employing your 
own methods as it may be nothing more than they 
just admire your style. Give a loved one the attention 
they deserve.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get those creative 
juices flowing. You’ll gain the most satisfaction from 
activities that require imagination and an artistic flair. 
Resolve to follow your own agenda this week and 
don’t become embroiled in other people’s controver-
sies.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You need not travel far 
to find answers. Problems can be easily solved if you 
aren’t too proud to ask friends or trusted advisors for 
their advice. Take time to weigh the options carefully 

when trying to make important decisions.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): It’s beginning to look a 

lot like Christmas. Take advantage of your cheerful and 
generous nature by getting out and crossing a few items 
off of your holiday shopping list. Friends and loved ones 
will offer unwavering support for your latest endeavor.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): When opportunity 
knocks, you would be wise to open the door. Being overly 
skeptical could backfire if a lucrative offer comes your 
way. You may not win the lottery, but you’ll have Lady 
Luck on your side when needed.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You’ve got noth-
ing to worry about. Don’t be overly sensitive by what you 
may see as flaws in your appearance as these may well 
be the traits that attract others to you. Getting out of the 
house may help clear your head.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): Have a little faith. 
A trusted friend will come through for you in a pinch so 
don’t feel as if you are facing the world on your own. 
Ignore the urge to shake up your finances as the situa-
tion will eventually improve on its own.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): Slide into the driver’s 
seat. You’ll find that your leadership skills will be quite 
the asset when immersed into a group setting this week. 
There’s nothing wrong with using the influence of a pow-
erful friend to achieve your ends.

PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): A rolling stone gathers 
no moss. Avoid settling into safe routines that keep you 
moving in circles when the only way that you’ll make 
progress is through definitive action. You’ll never know 
what you can accomplish unless you try.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1887, bare-knuckle boxers Jake 
Kilrain and Jem Smith fought 106 
rounds to a draw. In 1998, Presi-
dent Clinton was impeached by the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 
perjury and obstruction of justice, 
having been accused of lying to fed-
eral investigators and prosecutors 
concerning two of his sex scandals. 
He was acquitted by the Senate the 
following February.

Dec. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1606, Virginia Company settlers 
sailed from London to establish 
Jamestown. In 1860, South Carolina 
became the first state to secede 
from the Union following the election 
of Abraham Lincoln as president.

Dec. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1620, Pilgrims aboard the May-
flower went ashore for the first time 
at present-day Plymouth, Mass. In 
1968, NASA’s Apollo 8 spacecraft 
was launched on a mission to orbit 

the moon.
Dec. 22: ON THIS DATE in 

1775, a Continental naval fleet was 
organized in the rebellious American 
colonies. In 1990, pro-democracy 
activist Lech Walesa took the oath 
of office as Poland’s first elected 
president.

Dec. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1783, with the Revolutionary War 
won, George Washington resigned 
as commander-in-chief of the Army. 
In 1823, the poem “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” by Clement C. Moore 
(it begins “Twas the night before 
Christmas”) was published in the 
Troy (N.Y.) Sentinel.

Dec. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1851, fire devastated the Library 
of Congress in Washington, D.C., 
destroying about 35,000 volumes. In 
1951, Gian Carlo Menotti’s “Amahl 
and the Night Visitors,” the first 
opera written for television, was 
broadcast on NBC.

Dec. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1223, St. Francis of Assisi assem-
bled one of the first Nativity scenes, 
in Greccio, Italy. In 1818, “Silent 
Night” was performed for the first 
time, at the Church of St. Nikolaus 
in Oberndorff, Austria.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1968, 
Julie Nixon, daughter of President-
elect Richard Nixon, married David 
Eisenhower, grandson of former 
President Dwight Eisenhower.

This week’s question: In 
1989, who was the dramatist and 
political activist who became presi-
dent of Czechoslovakia?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• It is estimated that 11,000 to 

16,500 mail-order brides come into 
the United States every year.

• You can buy a tea that’s 
harvested in panda poop—it costs 
$3,500 for 50 grams.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “That’s terrible!”
5 Like some stockings
9 Guck
14 Windfall
15 “The Salt-N-__ Show”
16 Trojan War figure
17 Roman god of the sky
18 Genre that often includes a ballet
20 Utopias
22 Excited, with “up”

23 TV teaser before the first com-
mercial
26 C(tm)te d’Azur sight
29 Lean-__
30 Nasser’s confed.
31 Harsh
33 Swamp
36 Bone-dry
37 James Bond and others
42 Open org.
43 Second book in Clavell’s “Asian 

Saga”
44 Fanatic
47 One-up
48 Time zone word: Abbr.
51 Buddhist branch
52 “Great” 1975 Redford role
56 Free-for-all
57 Savanna heavyweight
58 Skinny, so to speak, or what’s 
hidden in 18-, 23-, 37- and 52-
Across
63 Lined up, with “in”
64 Movers’ challenge
65 Degree holder
66 Without
67 Choose to join
68 Ages and ages
69 Choice word

DOWN
1 Protest
2 Jinx
3 King output
4 Upright
5 EPA sticker stat
6 Adverb in odes
7 Produce
8 Capital NE of Vientiane
9 Quick learner
10 “Dragnet” force, briefly
11 Rage
12 Orbiter for 15 years
13 Spanish “that”
19 Pressures for payment
21 Ting or ping
24 When doubled, a South Pacific 
capital
25 Blow
26 First name in game shows
27 Iroquoian people
28 Cabs and syrahs
32 “You’re So ___”: 1973 #1 hit
33 Carrier that doesn’t fly on the 
Sabbath
34 Where to hear maas and baas
35 Popular chip
37 __ bass
38 Words of understanding
39 Eddie __, detective involved in 
the actual “French Connection”
40 Each
41 Slender candle
45 Was in debt regarding
46 Yarn
48 Fusilli shape
49 Mortise partners
50 Nod
53 Pigeon’s place
54 Golden, in Guadalajara
55 Full moon, e.g.
56 Thigh-high attire
58 2010 GM financial event
59 Little bite
60 Did nothing
61 One might keep you from seeing 
the show
62 Magazine VIPs
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
Boggle Answers
MOLE  LION  BEAR  GOAT  DEER  SEAL  WOLF  PUMA  LYNX
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January 7, 21
February 4, 18

9am - 3pm

Brazosport College’s Psi Psi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International 
Honor Society recently inducted 53 new members at a ceremony at The 
Clarion at Brazosport College.

New Phi Theta Kappa members are Ariel Aguirre, Andrew Alanis, Cristian 
Alejos, Hannah Baird, Bradly Brooks, Traci Carter, Ava Chapman, Morgyn 
Comley, Cheyenne De La Cruz, Elizabeth Ebner, Jamie Evans, Sara Fenn, 
Drake Fernandez, Jacqueline Flaim, Alicia Gabaldon, Zuri Garcia, Mitchell 
Glover, Alexander Greco, Caleb Griffith, Danzig Hampton, Carrie Hansen, 
Marisol Hernandez, Adrian Hurtado, Raul Jaime, Bryan Jedic, Ephrem 
Kejela, Keelie Kennedy, MacKenzie Kersey, Lauren Ketron, Alyssa Koel-
emay, Catherine LeBlanc, Marina Love, Clint Lowe, Michael Luna, Dennis 
Marshall, Lori Meinhardt, Indira Medoza, Samantha Mobley, Christain Pablo, 
Alexandra Paine, Matthew Paine, Bethany Partlow, Danielle Runnels, Shelby 
Schultz, Zaundria Shanklin, Savannah Smart, Ashley Swanson, Ashlynn 
Turbett, Karen Utley, Alfred Vince Vergel De Dios, Jessica Virgel, Koti Wisner 
and Audrey Young. To learn more about Phi Theta Kappa at Brazosport Col-
lege, call (979) 230-3259.

Brazosport College’s Phi Theta Kappa international honor society chapter inducts 53 new members

Why Air Force One is so expensive
By Anita Kumar and Lesley Clark
McClatchy Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Sure, it 
has plush leather seats, a bed 
and abundant hot meals served 
on plates emblazoned with the 
presidential seal. But there are more 
critical reasons the president of the 
United States wants - and needs 
- Air Force One.

The aircraft is equipped to provide 
instant communications with leaders 
across the globe, protect against a 
nuclear attack and allow the leader 
of the free world to quickly escape 
from potentially dangerous situa-
tions.

In short: It’s not just about riding 
in style.

“This plane might be attacked by 
sophisticated hackers, by electronic 
jammers, by enemy fighter aircraft 
or maybe drones,” said Loren 
Thompson, a defense consul-
tant with the nonprofit Lexington 
Institute, a Washington-area think 
tank focused on national security. “It 
must be able to protect itself against 
all of those threats without any help 
from other planes.”

The blue-and-white plane that 
boasts the words “United States of 
America,” the American flag and 
the presidential seal - which Jackie 
Kennedy worked on - is well-known 
across the world as a symbol of 
the nation, prompting countless 
references in movies, TV shows and 
books.

John F. Kennedy was the first 
president to fly in a plane specifi-
cally built for his use, in 1962. Since 

then, presidents have used several 
other planes.

Air Force One is actually the 
name of whatever Air Force aircraft 
the commander in chief flies in. 
Right now that usually refers to a 
pair of specially configured Boeing 
747-200B series aircraft, acquired 
in 1990, which carry the tail codes 
28000 and 29000. The Air Force 
says the two planes are near the 
end of their useful lives.

Others in the fleet include military 
versions of the 757, 737 and Gulf-
stream V. The president also has 
flown aboard unmarked Air Force 
planes such as the C-17.

The military versions of the 747s 
have 4,000 square feet spread 
across three floors with an office for 
the president, a conference room 
and a medical suite that can be 
used as an operating room. They 
provide enough space for White 
House advisers, Secret Service 
officers and traveling press to 
accompany the president, as well as 
a doctor, who is always on board.

It is capable of refueling midair, 
equipped with electronics that can 
protect against an electromagnetic 
pulse and functions as a mobile 
command center in the event of an 
attack. It’s also able to feed 100 
people at a time.

The plane must do four things no 
other aircraft did: Protect against 
nuclear explosions, fly long range, 
boast sophisticated communications 
including teleconferencing capabili-
ties and provide enough room for 
the president’s entourage.



Page 20  THE BULLETIN  December 20, 2016    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


