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Festival of
Lights ticket
winners

We have received an overwhelming response to our Festival of Lights
Ticket Give-away Contest. This
event is nightly at Moody Gardens in
Galveston through Jan. 5.
We are giving away two tickets
each to four winners of the newspaper contest and two tickets each
to two winners of our Facebook
contest.
The winners are: Janet Dickerson of Freeport; Alice W. Goyen of
Alvin; Mary Rich of Lake Jackson;
James Hall of West Columbia;
Haley Davenport of Angleton; and
Sharon Gibson of Brazoria.
We have held more contests and
given away more tickets to major
events this year than any other year.
Thank you for entering the contests. We look forward to bringing
you more fun opportunities throughout 2019. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
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They used to put up a good fight at the after-Christmas sales
By Lori Borgman

Tribune News Service (TNS)

The after-Christmas sales are
nothing like they used to be.
I was at an after-Christmas sale
a few years ago, and there were
a dozen checkout lines open with
no waiting at any of them. A TV

SEE PAGE 10

crew stood by the front door sipping
Starbucks, waiting for more than
one shopper to walk through the
door at the same time, so they claim
it was a crowd.
The last best after-Christmas sale
was 25 years ago. It was before the
sales started as soon as you pushed

back from the Thanksgiving table.
It was old school — the day after
Christmas, when men and children
stayed home and women went out
to do what they were born to do
— fight for 50 percent off. The last
best after-Christmas sale was the

(Continued on Page 4)

MEGlobal donation to fund BC’s dual credit scholarships
Since coming to the Brazosport
area, MEGlobal Americas Inc.
(MEGlobal) has made a huge
impact on Brazosport College and
the community it serves.
MEGlobal has provided tremendous support of the College’s programs, facilities and students since
becoming a part of the Brazosport
community in 2015.

SEE PAGE 5

Parks Dept.
wants your old
Christmas trees

This unicorn
does what?

Jan. 5

On Dec. 6, however, MEGlobal
made its biggest investment yet.
In order to help continue to build
the workforce of tomorrow and support the educational dreams of local
students, MEGlobal announced a $1
million investment to the Brazosport
College Foundation for student
scholarships.
“Reinvesting in local communi-

ties is one of our core values and
education is the key that opens the
door to future success for many
students,” said Dr. Ramesh Ramachandran, CEO and President of
EQUATE Group. “We are incredibly
proud to partner with Brazosport
College to provide this endowment
to create dual-credit program schol-

(Continued on Page 5)

One of the hottest toys this
season is the pooping unicorn. Are
you kidding me?
It’s called the Poopsie Slime
Surprise Unicorn.
This is what we have come to?
Dolls that poop? I know that it’s all
glittery and stuff, but the basic concept is the same. It’s a pooping doll.
What happened to toys like the
Betty Crocker
Easy-Bake
Oven, or the
corn popper, or
the Oreo cookie
maker? How
about dolls that
don’t poop?
RAMBLINGS They just need
to be dressed in
different outfits and have their hair
combed.
“The $49.99 mythological creature
sucks down a bottle-fed meal of
slime-making powdered “unicorn
food” mixed with lukewarm water.
Then, when a child pushes on
her belly button, she shoots out a
stream of candy-colored goo from
a heart-shaped hole in her bottom,”
wrote the New York Post recently in
an article about the toy.
That’s sounds gross, even if the
doll poops out colorful glittery slime.
I had a dog that could probably have
come close to matching those colors
after eating some crayons.
When I was a kid all I got for
Christmas were toy guns and Mattel
racing cars. My favorite was the sixshooter. I also like the Mattel garage
set, where I could put the cars in to
be serviced. That prepared me for
the real world.
And, there were those candy
(Continued on Page 7
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Gathering Place announces Spring Brain Camp schedule
Starting Jan. 8 (and continuing
Jan. 15, 22 and 29), Brain Camp,
an educational component of
Brazoria County Gathering Place
Interfaith Ministries, Inc., will be
offered from 9-11 a.m. at Chapelwood United Methodist Church,
300 Willow Drive, Lake Jackson.

The classes are open to all
adults, and the materials fee of
$25 will be waived for returning
students continuing their lifelong
learning to optimize brain health.
“At Brain Camp, you will learn
how to create a personal plan to
build your cognitive reserve, which

BEHAVING LIKE A WEIRDO SELDOM GETS THE GIRL,
PAL: A 62-year-old man in Dorset, England, decided he wanted to
pursue a woman he had fallen in love with at school, saying he had
“never gotten over” her, even though he hadn’t seen her in 46 years. So
he proceeded to stalk her. He jogged past her old home - where her 88year-old mother still lives - every day for four months. He approached the
mother, who recognized him as the man who had an infatuation with her
daughter years earlier. He also wrote the daughter a letter in which he
joked about kidnapping her. A restraining order has been issued.
TAKE A LEFT AT THE HOLDING CELL, SIR: A man, high
on cocaine and prescription drugs, came roaring through the village of
Arlington Heights. Ill., at 104 mph, and struck a curb, benches, a fire
hydrant and a retaining wall before crashing his car into the police station.
KNOCK, KNOCK, MORNING SIR, WHERE SHOULD I PUT
YOUR LIVESTOCK? A man in China did some online shopping while
heavily intoxicated, intending to buy some new clothes. He woke up the
next morning to discover that he had also purchased a live pig, a peacock and a giant salamander.
YOU JUST CAN’T TRUST SOME PEOPLE: A man pulled up at
the drive-thru window at the McDonald’s in New Orleans and tried to buy
some burgers using three credit cards, which were rejected one after the
other because they were all stolen. Police checked the store’s video and
discovered that the car he was driving was also stolen.
I’LL JUST HAVE THIS TO GO: The manager of the Red Lobster
in St. Petersburg, Fla. asked a woman to exit the premises because
she was drunk and “causing a scene,” which was disturbing the other
customers. As she left under protest, cursing as she went, she grabbed a
live lobster out of the water tank and ran off into the night.
IF I CAN’T HAVE HER, NOBODY CAN! A 58-year-old man
drove to his ex-girlfriend’s home in St. Augustine Shores, Fla., where
he saw her and her new guy in the front yard, and, police said, he “did
not approve” of this. So he drove at them at a high rate of speed in an
attempt to kill the man, missed them by less than a foot and crashed into
the house. Police said he had previously made statements that he would
kill the other man by hitting him with his car.
I’M TRYING TO MAKE A STATEMENT: A man got drunk and
intentionally crashed his pickup truck into the Harrison County Courthouse in Gulfport, Miss., because, he explained to arresting officers,
“it was the best way to let them know his drug paraphernalia had been
stolen.” When he did this on Monday, Veterans Day, all county offices
were closed.
SO I WAS JUST BORROWING IT, YOU SEE: A man stole an
ambulance from the North Broward Medical Center in Miami, which
was equipped with a GPS device, so it didn’t take long to catch him. He
explained to officers that he had just been released from the hospital and
he “needed a car” to get home.

may result in delaying symptoms
of dementia,” Erika Longoria,
Education Coordinator said.
“Brenda Maust, founder of the
Gathering Place, conceptualized
and started research for Brain
Camp in 2010. The first Brain
Camp was presented in April
2011. Version IV introduces the
results of more than two dozen
recent clinical trials and studies in
a format that is user-friendly and
fun,” Dale Libby, Chairman/CEO
said.
“Building optimum cognitive
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reserve involves lifestyle changes
that result in better physical,
mental, and emotional health,”
Longoria added.
The next Brain Camps will be
Feb. 5, 12, 19 & 26, 9-11 a.m.,
at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church, 110 E. South St., Alvin;
and April 2, 9, 16 & 23, 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m. at First Presbyterian
Church, 130 S. Arcola, Angleton.
The final Brain Camp for Spring

2019 will be May 2, 9, 16 & 23, 911 a.m., at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church, 100 Oak Drive South,
Lake Jackson.
To RSVP for Brain Camp, contact Erika Longoria at (979)2359195.
The Brazoria County Gathering
Place Interfaith Ministries, Inc. is a
501c3 non-profit organization. For
more information about the Gathering Place, call (979)308-4525.

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
WHY IS SANTA FAT?
Q. If Santa consumed even onemillionth of the goodies kids set out
for him at many homes throughout
the world, his large girth would be
easily accounted for. How might
dietary scientists weigh in on this?
A. Thousands of years ago, being
able to store large quantities of
energy-dense fuel in the form of
adipose (fatty) tissue spelled survival when food was scarce, says

Roger Highfield in “The Physics of
Christmas: From the Aerodynamics
of Reindeer to the Thermodynamics of Turkey.” But today’s plentiful
food and sedentary lifestyles have
nixed all that, bringing on an obesity
health crisis. (Note Santa’s hardworking trimmer-slimmer elf-mates.)
Scientists are still puzzled, though:
Why does Santa crave so much
food? Are the satiety mechanisms
at work within his brain awry? How
are his food energies used and
the excess stored? Synchronizing
eating habits with energy demands
is tricky. Likely, though, it’s a HEAD
AND HORMONE THING, not a
BELLY THING, even if that is where
the world manifestly spots it. Santa,
like the rest of us, has inherited a
Stone Age brain and its appetites,
says Highfield, easier to overeat fats
such as ice cream than carbohydrates such as potatoes, and much
easier to overdo carbs than proteins
(which are almost never put out on
those nice-little-kid-offering plates).
SANTA BELLY DEFINED?
Q. What’s Santa carrying around
anyway - a really really big abdomen, a really really big stomach,
a really really big tummy, a really
really big gut, or a really really big
belly?
A. Not long ago, the genteel word
“limb” was customarily substituted

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com (979) 849-5407 December 24, 2018 THE BULLETIN Page 3

for the vulgar-sounding “leg,” says
Mark Davidson in “Right, Wrong,
and Risky: A Dictionary of Today’s
American English Usage.” Maybe
Santa sported a baby-talk, euphemistic “tummy” in those days, but
many people today continue the
old practice of using the technical “abdomen” for the supposedly
indelicate “belly.”
But “belly” – old English for “bag,
purse” – is the appropriate nontechnical term for the portion of the body
between the chest and the thighs.
“Stomach” and “gut” won’t work
because they’re actually two organs
INSIDE the belly.
So belly’s best here. Besides, what
else within the bounds of rhyme
and reason might shake “when
he laughed like a bowlful of jelly”?
(“’Twas the Night Before Christmas”)
LIGHTS FOR SANTA
Q. What’s the Christmas lighting
effect Santa sees when flying into
large cities?
A. Streetlights can appear as
seasonal green when glimpsed from
afar, yet when Santa gets close, the
lights appear their customary white,
says Jearl Walker in “The Flying
Circus of Physics.” Even odder,
Christmas tree lights viewed from a
distance will tend to look primarily
red - Mr. Claus’s sartorial color
- when in reality, as he soon sees,
they’re many different colors. Nothing magical here: Rather, the air
and the tiny particles of pollution
or smog in the city air scatter the
blue light out of the light, reaching
more distant observers.
HAVE YOU BEEN GOOD OR BAD?
Q. How does Santa manage to
keep an eye on kids to determine if
they’ve “been good or bad”?
A. If Santa, like Superman, has
X-ray vision, perhaps he peers into
homes around the world to check up
on the kids. But there’s a problem
here: How in the world could eyes
of any sort generate X-ray beams,
and even if they could and the
beams could penetrate walls and
reach the kids, why wouldn’t they
pass right on through the kids themselves, i.e.? Santa would see little
more than their bones! On the other
hand, maybe their “skeletal signatures” would be enough. Likelier,
though, Santa’s surveillance, like
the good in goodness sake, is of the
spiritual variety.

Please tell our advertisers that you
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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Today’s after-Christmas sales are lame compared to when mom lost her teeth battling for wrapping paper
(Continued from Page 1)

one at which my mother nearly lost
her teeth.
It was bitter cold as Mom and I
stood with a growing throng outside
the locked doors of a shopping
mall in Kansas City, Mo. We were
all there for the same reason — to

make a run on the half-off Hallmark
cards and gift wrap. It was when
women cared to send the very best,
before the advent of photo cards and
scrapbookers who make their own
cards. It was a time when women
judged one another by the brand of
cards they sent and the quality of gift

My Answer by Billy Graham

Continue loving your divorced parents

Q: My parents got divorced
several months ago, and I feel
confused. I love them both, but
they don’t love each other, and
that makes it very hard for me,
especially when they trash each
other and try to get me on their
side. How can I deal with this? I’m
only 14. - K.F.
A: My heart goes out to you,
and to all young people who find
themselves caught in the middle
between their divorcing parents.
Perhaps your letter will remind
some of these parents to quit pressuring their children to take sides,
but to love them and do what is
best for them.
Divorce was not part of God’s
perfect plan for the human race;
His plan was that a man and
woman would love each other
and be committed to each other
as long as they lived. That still is

God’s will for our marriages - and I
hope it will be your goal when you
marry. Jesus said, “Therefore what
God has joined together, let no one
separate” (Mark 10:9).
Unfortunately, divorce is a reality
today, and it often brings with it a
tragic harvest of anger, bitterness,
conflict and depression. But don’t
let these infect you. Although it
may not be easy, let both your
mother and your father know that
you love them in spite of what’s
happened, and you’ll continue to
love them in the future. Let them
know also that you hope they’ll get
beyond the name-calling stage,
and look toward the future instead
of the past.
The most important advice I
can give you, however, is to put
your life and your future into God’s
hands. God loves you; He loves
you so much that Jesus Christ
was willing to give His life for you.
No matter what happens, His love
never fails.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

wrap they used. It wasn’t just a sale;
it was your reputation on the line.
The doors opened. The crowd
surged through the doors, stampeding through housewares, knocking
over Santa mugs on display and
sending cookware crashing to the
floor. I quickly lost sight of Mom
in the crowd, assuming she was
threading her way to the front. She’d
been on the track team in high
school and had long legs.
As for me, I cut a path to the
religious cards, aware that aggression should be kept in check when
wrestling for cards picturing the
Madonna and child.

Across the way, Mom was scoring
big-time in wrapping paper. She
reached for a roll of foil wrap (something neither of us would never
pay full retail for) at the same time
another woman grabbed the other
end of the roll. The other woman
began tugging on her end of the roll,
at which point, my mother, being a
courteous person, let go of her end,
sending the other woman flying. My
mother began laughing so hard that
she started to cry. Tears clouding
her vision, Mom tripped over another
shopper, the force of which partially
dislodged her false teeth.
My mother never took her false

teeth out for entertainment purposes like her twin sisters did,
which, of course, made those aunts
immensely popular with me and all
24 of my cousins. The fact that my
mother had risked the humiliation of
losing her false teeth in public and
was still laughing about it shows that
shoppers were a dedicated breed
back then.
It was a good after-Christmas
sale. Maybe the best ever. I wish
you could have been there — but
only if you were slow and stayed at
the back of the pack.

(Lori Borgman is a columnist, author and
speaker. Email her at lori@loriborgman.com.)
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MEGlobal donation to fund scholarships Brazosport College’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter’s new members
(Continued from Page 1)

arships for local students.
As a result of this investment,
up to approximately 160 Brazosport Independent School District
students per year will be able to
enroll in dual-credit courses each
academic year at Brazosport College, beginning in 2020.
“This $1 million investment to the
Brazosport College Foundation will
provide much needed dual-credit
scholarship funds, providing more
Brazosport ISD students – regardless of economic circumstances
– the opportunity to be part of a
‘college going’ culture, set postsecondary education goals, and
prepare to enter the workforce with
needed skills and credentials, said
Brazosport College President Dr.
Millicent Valek.
Brazosport College and BISD
has a long-standing dual-credit
collaborative. Through this scholarship, Brazosport College and
BISD students will continue to be
reminded of MEGlobal’s commitment as a community leader assisting to enhance the quality of life

provided through higher education
and life-long learning opportunities.
“Brazosport ISD is extremely
grateful to MEGlobal for this generous ‘College Now’ Endowment,”
said Danny Massey, BISD Superintendent. “This will have a positive
impact on students through our
outstanding partnership with
Brazosport College by providing
an opportunity for students to take
college classes.”
This gift from MEGlobal provides
a sustainable stream of scholarship funds for perpetuity – and
also provides an opportunity and
the ability for the endowment to
grow.
The Dec. 6 announcement was
made at a Brazosport College and
MEGlobal Business After Hours
event at the Dow Academic Center
at Brazosport College. The event
was hosted by the Brazosport Area
Chamber of Commerce and The
Economic Alliance for Brazoria
County.
For more information about this
scholarship, call the BC Foundation at (979) 230-3163.

Brazosport College students accepting PTK membership in the Fall 2018 semester were Mayur Aggarwal,
Cassandra Alejos, Ines Alferez, Courtney Askey, Kelsye Azbell, Gavin Baird, Patricia Balestrine, Michael
Barrera, Stacey Beon, Kirksey Berg, Abigail Blaschke, Shawni Bowen, Hayley Bowers, Makennah Brodie,
Nicole Brune, Brandi Campbell, Priscilla Carrasco, Lisa Carreon, Tiffany Clements, Scott Cole, Tatyana Diaz,
Bryce Duncan, Victoria Escobar, Breeanna Filippi, Katherine Frederick, Angela Fry, Dustin Gaona, Denisley
Gauna, Emma Golightly, Toby Gregory, Natalie Guel, Melissa Guerra, Dustin Hackler, Valery Harris, David
Haseloff, Karissa Herns, Ruchi Kanwar, Kelsey Kindred, Cassidy Lane, Carolina Langner, Destani Lara, Taylar
Laughlin, Bridget Lewis, Landyn Longino, Amy Madrigal, Valeria Madrigal, Ashleigh Manasco, Amaya Marshall,
Sydney Martin, Alejandro Martinez, Jacqueline Martinez, Kaleigh Mayfield, Lisa Mayo, Race McIntyre, Megan
McKnight, Michelle Morrison, Alyssa Nowlin, Ashley Paine, Lorenzo Pena, Matthew Pena, Kayla Perez, Michael
Phillips, Jose Ramos Sierra, Dilmi Ranpatabendi, Salmi Ranpatabendi, Caleb Reyes, Sheena Rimato, Sabrina
Rocha, Biviana Rojas, Kimberli Ruddick, Susana Salazar, Julian Salinas, Alberto Sanchez, Jonathan Sasser,
Breanna Seighman, Gabriel Sibley, Madelyn Smircic, Jasmine Smith, Andrea Soto, Courtney Stewart, Paul
Torres, Rene Vargas, Sophia Vargas, Gabriela Vasquez, Leslie Villegas, Jodi Waits, Daryn Ward, Devan West,
Cherice White, Kenneth White, Priyank Whitley, Karleigh Williams and Lynzee Zavala.
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Brazoria Lions Gun Raffle great success Birthday bash for Gladys Casper planned Port Freeport’s golf
A birthday party for Gladys Casper, a former long-time Luby’s employee,
tourney raises record
will be held at Luby’s in Lake Jackson on Thursday, Dec. 27, from noon to 2
p.m.
Ms. Gladys’ friends and former customers are invited to stop by the
amount for ministry
restaurant and visit and have a piece of cake to celebrate her 90th birthday
with her.
She began her career at the cafeteria-style restaurant in late 1983 as a
cashier and worked for about 30 years in that position, then served as a
hostess for a few years before retiring.
Now a resident of Richwood, she moved to the area from Houston in the
1980s and started working at Luby’s shortly afterward.
“I’ve really enjoyed it, and I consider it my second home,” she said.
Ms. Gladys said she hasn’t been able to get out much recently after falling
in her home and fracturing one side of her hip, but she has gone through
rehabilitation and is ready to get out and see her friends again. Luby’s is
located at 125 West Way, off of Highway 332.

At their annual Gun Raffle/Fundraiser on Dec. 13, the Brazoria Lions
Club’s president, Lion Gary Kersh, far right, publicly recognized Lions,
left to right, David Jordan (gun raffle bookkeeping),Carol Ann Davis
(preparing and keeping up with raffle ticket packets), Ken Corley
(coordinating the auction), and Bubba Davis (prize coordination) by
awarding them an appreciation pin for their dedication and hard work.
The funds earned from this fundraiser will help the Lions continue to
give back to the community. The Brazoria Lions Club meets the second
and fourth Mondays of each month. For more information on the Brazoria
Lions Club, call (979)798-4444.

Bubba Davis announces a winning ticket at the Brazoria Lions Club
annual Gun Raffle/Fundraiser on Dec. 13.

There was a crowd of hopefuls at the Brazoria Lions Club annual Gun
Raffle/Fundraiser recently.

During the Nov. 29 meeting, the
Port Commission and staff presented a check in the amount of
$52,880 to Bobby Fuller, Director of
Texas Port Ministry, from the proceeds of the Annual Port Freeport
Golf Tournament.
The tournament was held Oct.
22 at The Wilderness Golf Course in
Lake Jackson.
Located in Freeport, Texas, Port
Ministry has provided spiritual,
social, and physical care to the
Freeport Harbor Community since
1974.
“The services provided by Texas
Port Ministry are important to the
well-being of seafarers that live and
work on ships calling the terminals
located on the Freeport Harbor
Channel. As the Port continues to
expand, the need for their services
grows as well. We are honored to
have hosted another successful
tournament for their benefit through
the generosity of our Port partners,
as well as local businesses within
the navigation district,” said Port
Freeport Executive Director/CEO
Phyllis Saathoff.
The 7th Annual Port Freeport Golf
Tournament proceeds will assist
Texas Port Ministry in providing services to mariners and truckers that
come into contact with the Freeport
Harbor Channel community.
Texas Port Ministry is a 501(c)(3)
funded solely from contributions
and donations. To learn more about
Texas Port Ministry, please visit
www.texasportministry.org.
“Each year the tournament proceeds have exceeded the prior year,
and this year was no exception,”
said Port Commission Chairman
Paul Kresta. “On behalf of the Port
Commission, I would like to thank
Texas Port Ministry for the services
they provide, as well as the sponsors, volunteers, and staff for their
contribution to the tournament.”
The success of the tournament
is contributed to efforts of the
staff, dedication of volunteers, and
the generosity of sponsors and
participants. The event was made
possible by 80 sponsors and many
individuals.
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Android phones spy on you and report back to Google
By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

I thought Facebook knew too
much about me, but it turns out
Google is even worse.
Google, like Facebook, makes its
money by targeting ads at us that
reflect our interests and needs. The
more both know about us, the better
they’re able to target us with ads
we’re likely to click.
But Google knows a lot more
about me than I thought – plenty
more than Facebook.
Since I created a Google account
– I use Gmail and Google Docs
for my rental-property business – I
have freely provided Google with
lots of personal information.
I’ve told Google my name, birthday and gender. It knows my phone
number and password. It tracks my
email correspondence, photos or
videos I’ve saved, documents I’ve
created in Google Docs, any calendar events I’ve noted, any contacts
I’ve added.
But Google also collects lots of
data that I didn’t know I was providing.
“When you use our services - for

example, do a search on Google,
get directions on Maps, or watch a
video on YouTube - we collect data
to make these services work better
for you,” reports Google on its “Data
Transparency” page.
That’s where things get a little bit
creepy.
Not only does Google keep extensive data on the searches you’ve
conducted and the websites you’ve
visited, it likely knows where you are
at this moment - and everywhere
you’ve been.
My Android smartphone, I now
know, has been sending Google my
location data - incredibly detailed
location data - for a very long time.
I found this information on my personal Google Location History page.
Curious, I clicked on “Saturday,
Dec. 15.” A map displayed the entire
route I drove that day.
At 9 a.m., Google knew that I left
my house and drove to a diner; it
knew the name and address of the
diner.
It knew that I spent 25 minutes in
the diner – I had breakfast with two
hired hands who would help me that
day – then arrived at U-Haul at 9:

38 a.m. I left U-Haul with a box truck
at 9:51 a.m. and arrived, at 10:33
a.m., at a private home to pick up
some furniture I purchased from the
owner. I left at 10:42 a.m. and drove
to a consignment store to pick up
more furniture.
“Google promises that it keeps
all of this data safe during transit
between your computer or smartphone and its servers,” reports
CNBC. “It also says that its cloud
infrastructure protects that data, and
that it doesn’t give governments
‘direct access’ or ‘backdoor access’
to any information.”
It’s true that Google gives individuals the option of adjusting privacy settings. On Google’s Activity
page, I can turn off location tracking
and stop Google from tracking the
devices I use, the YouTube videos
I watch, my website activity and
more.
Still, it’s unsettling that anyone, let
alone one of the biggest companies
on Earth, knows so much about me
– and about so many of us.
Google it? With what I know
now, it seems more like Google is
Googling me.

This popular unicorn doll poops colorful, glittery slime
(Continued from Page 1)

cigarettes we used to get in our
stockings. Wonder how I never
became a smoker after that. When
we got through playing the big-shot
smoker role, we just ate them.
One of my kids’ favorite Christmas gifts when they were little was
the Furby. They tried to teach them
how to speak, but they never did
– 1990s technology wasn’t “all that”
as we thought it was back then.
My young daughter heard one of
the Furbies say that it was thirsty
and poured some orange juice
in its mouth. That short-circuited

everything inside, and the Furby
wasn’t thirsty anymore.
Furby even managed to be
banned by our government. In
1999, after the Furby craze put
tons of these talking toys beneath
American Christmas trees, the NSA
issued a memo banning them from
its offices in Fort Meade.
That was a little extreme. All they
had to do was pour orange juice in
their mouths.
But back to the pooping unicorn.
“I’m pressing the poop button,
and nothing is coming out .?.?. I
had to turn it underneath and look

at the butt hole, and poke at it with
a toothpick,” the Post quoted one of
the lucky parents who succumbed
to the commercial brainwashing
and somehow got his hands on this
toy.
I could not believe my eyes when
I read this, just like you can’t right
now. This is a toy that requires
someone to stick a toothpick up its
butt to make it work. Where are we
headed as a society?
To see what people said about
pooping unicorn, I looked up
reviews on Amazon. I always judge
a product by the worst reviews. If
they are not all that bad, I’ll buy it,
except for this one.
“First off, it did not work how it
was supposed to. The slime did
NOT poop out. It came out of the
neck, though. Not only that, what
didn’t come out of the neck stayed
in the mouth, and we had to dig it
out,” wrote a disgruntled Amazon
customer.
I’d get my money back. The toy
is definitely defective, and full of …
well, you know.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
January 5, 19
9am - 3pm

Please let our advertisers know that you saw
their ad in The Bulletin

Call 979-849-5407 for advertising rate information
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We want your Christmas trees

sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with airconditioned dormitories, cabins, lake
& bayou fishing & wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted
fishing areas, covered pavilions,
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Hay
Commissioners: Dorman Davidson, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr.,
Brian Wilmer.
SPONSORS
The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana
Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach
House Associates); The Bulletin; Stephen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volunteers who help clean the beaches,
stake out trees and sand fencing,
lend a hand with programs, and
add so much to the county’s
parks and to our communities. To
become a sponsor, or to volunteer
in our programs, call (979) 8641541, or email Mike Mullenweg at
mikem@brazoria-county.com

The Christmas tree is often a
symbol of light and love during the
holiday season.
Some families put their tree up in
November and take it down in January, while others do their decorating
and redecorating closer to Christmas day. However your family tends
to celebrate, the Brazoria County
Parks department asks that you
think of us when you’re boxing up
the ornaments and taking down the
tree.
Beginning Dec. 26, several
Brazoria County offices will begin
collecting trees at their locations
to be placed along the beachfront

to help gather blowing sands, and
build up the dunes. After collecting
the donations, volunteers and park
staff will come together on Jan.
19 to position the trees along the
beaches at Follett’s Island and the
Village of Surfside.
Trees without decorations may
be dropped off behind our headquarters office at 313 W. Mulberry in
Angleton, or at any Brazoria County
precinct office.
For more information, contact the
department’s events coordinator,
Mike Mullenweg, at (979)864-1152,
or email him at mikem@brazoriacounty.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Christmas in full swing at Camp Mohawk

The staff at Camp Mohawk wishes you and your family a very happy
holiday. If you come by the park, be sure to take a picture with our
sign and share it with us on social media. We’d love to help spread the
Christmas and New Year’s cheer!

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Parks employees complete Master
Naturalist Cradle of Texas Chapter training

Jay Jimenez, center in left photo,
and Krissy Plunkett, center in right
photo, of the Brazoria County Parks
Department, have officially completed their Texas Master Naturalists
Cradle of Texas Chapter training.
The mission of the Texas Master
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Naturalist Program is to develop a
corps of well-informed volunteers
to provide education, outreach, and
service dedicated to the beneficial
management of natural resources
and natural areas within their communities.

Parks dept. lights up Heart of Christmas

Parks staff brought a little light to Angleton’s Heart of Christmas event
with their smiling faces and vintage lighting.They enjoyed spending time
with the community, seeing new and familiar faces, and even signed
guests up for a drawing from the Stephen F. Austin-Munson Historical
County Park gift shop. Photo: James Glover, Jennifer Parsley, and Mike
Mullenweg stand in period dress at the county parks information booth.

Parks Department schedule of events
Wednesday, Dec. 26, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.: Dunes Day
Drop-Off. Beginning Dec. 26,
several Brazoria County offices
will begin collecting discarded
Christmas trees at their locations to be placed along the
beachfront to help gather
blowing sands, and build up
dunes. Trees (without decorations) may be dropped off at our
headquarters office at 313 W.
Mulberry in Angleton, or at any
Brazoria County precinct office.
For information call (979) 8641152 or email mikem@brazoriacounty.com.
Saturday, Jan. 12, 9
a.m. to noon: Winter Paddling Event #2. Come join the
Small Watercraft Club as they
hold a paddling event on one
of the waterways in Brazoria
County. Bring your own boat

or borrow one of ours. Location
to be announced at a later date.
For information or reservations
call (979) 864-1152 or email
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2 to 5
p.m.: History Talks, Simon and
Greenberry: Blacksmith, Gambler,
Gardner, and Slave. The unlikely
heroes of our discussion are
notable not for their stations, but
for who they became given the
situations and resources that came
to hand. For more information, call
the Stephen F. Austin park at (979)
849-5965.
Saturday, Jan.19, 9 a.m.
to noon: Dunes Day. Starting
Dec. 26, Brazoria County Parks
will start accepting used Christmas
trees. Volunteers meet on Surfside Beach on Jan. 19 to rebuild,
restore, and strengthen our dunes.
For information or reservations,

call (979) 864-1152 or email
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
Sunday, Feb. 10, 2 to 5
p.m.: History Talks, Unrequited
Love in Colonial Texas. Join
in as staff discusses amorous
conquests, misadventures, and
hopeless quagmires in the social
realm of early Texas. Bring a
date; this is a novel early Valentine’s Day experience. For more
information, call the Stephen F.
Austin park at (979) 849-5965.
Saturday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m.
to noon: Winter Paddling Event
#3. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they hold a paddling
event on one of the waterways in
Brazoria County. Bring your own
boat or borrow one of ours. Location to be announced at a later
date. For information or reservation, call (979) 864-1152 or email
mikem@brazoria-county.com.
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SIDELINE CHATTER

By Dwight Perry

The Seattle Times (TNS)

DID YOU KNOW?

• Cigarette butts and filters take 12 years to biodegrade, an aluminum can
takes between 200-500 years, plastic diapers and sanitary pads take 500800 years and Styrofoam takes more than 5,000 years. It would take a glass
bottle more than 1 million years to biodegrade.
• There’s a theme park in New Zealand called Spookers where you can
book a specific ‘area of attraction,’ and actors dressed as serial killers will
chase you through mazes, haunted hospitals and more.
• Jeanne Louise Calment, who had the longest confirmed human lifespan
in history, ate nearly a kilogram of chocolate weekly – She lived to be 122.

Seven Wonders of the
World? Looks like it’s now
up to 10: “There’s a few things
I don’t understand in life,” Ohio
State basketball coach Chris
Holtmann told reporters, wrapping
up a postgame interview. “I don’t
understand why airlines overbook
their flights when they know how
many seats they have. … I don’t
understand how ‘Rocky III’ never
got an Academy Award nomination. It’s a heck of a movie. …
“And I can’t for the life of me
understand how we are No. 6 in
the final College Football Playoff
ranking. I don’t get it. I’m out.”
Take a hike: The NFL suspended 49ers long snapper Kyle
Nelson 10 games after he tested
positive for PEDs.
His teammates, undeterred,
are vowing to Win One For The
Snapper.
No sweat in Baltimore:
The World Meteorological Organization says 2018 could be the
fourth-hottest year in recorded
history.
“Didn’t seem all that hot to
me,” muttered a fan in an Orioles
jersey.
And the ref is history:
Ed Hochuli, the ex-NFL referee
renowned for his muscles and
oratory prowess, now has his own
talking bobblehead, courtesy of
the National Bobblehead Hall of
Fame in Milwaukee.
The likeness is so real, experts
say, that no matter how much
you make the doll’s head and
arm bobble, the biceps refuse to
budge.
Not so fast, Tom: It only took
19 NFL seasons, but Patriots QB
Tom Brady finally reached 1,000
career rushing yards.
That pencils out to an average
of 3.8 yards per … game.
Saving a few steps: Traffic
cameras caught almost 250 runners cheating in a half-marathon
in Shenzhen, China, filming them
cutting through bushes to snip a
couple kilometers off the distance.
In other words, they made a run
for the shorter.
Heard in passing: Clippers
guard Patrick Beverley got ejected
and fined $25,000 for throwing a
bounce pass at a courtside fan

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
who heckled him in Dallas.
Flummoxed statisticians were
hopelessly torn: assist or turnover?
Cookie? No thanks: Ten
Byron (Ill.) High School football
players were suspended for three
games — the last of which was
a 24-20 loss to Monticello in the
Class 3A state-championship
game — after they ran across a
field undressed with Oreo cookies
wedged between their back sides
as a prank.
That’s what you call a costly
end-zone celebration.
Wide left: Tony Romo, who’s
crafted the reputation as a Nostradamus in the CBS broadcast
booth when it comes to predicting
what the next play call will be, isn’t
quite as accurate on the longrange stuff.
His preseason Super Bowl
prediction, as told to the NFL
Network: Jaguars (4-9) vs. the
Packers (4-7-1).

Headlines: At TheOnion.com:
“Should the NFL prohibit players
from appearing in hotel security
footage?”
— From comedy writer Tim
Hunter: “M’s accidentally trade
Mariner Moose.”
Quote marks: Jim Barach of
JokesByJim.blogspot.com, after
Mavericks guard Dennis Smith
lost a tooth while scrambling for a
loose ball: “Even worse, the missing tooth caused him to repeatedly double-dribble.”
— Greg Cote of The Miami
Herald, after the Red Sox’s latest
World Series trophy was damaged when a fan threw a full can
of beer during the title parade:
“That’s terrible. Talk about a waste
of beer!”
— Comedy writer Alex Kaseberg, on why authorities in Florida
who discovered a giant sea turtle
towing a bunch of bales knew
it was cocaine: “The turtle was
swimming at 30 mph.”
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By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

THE MIDDLETONS

DID YOU KNOW?

• “Disaster Café” is a cafe in Spain where every meal comes with an
improvised 7.8 earthquake, causing the entire restaurant to shake each time.
• Paul Winchell, the actor who voiced Tigger, Gargamel, and the Tootsie
Pop Owl was one of the original inventors of the artificial heart.
• Costa Rica abolished its military in 1948 and spends that money on
security, education, and culture instead.
• In 1975, officials in the Chinese city Haicheng were alarmed by the odd
and anxious behavior of dogs and other animals. They evacuated 90,000
residents, and a few hours later, a 7.3 magnitude earthquake destroyed 90%
of the city.
• Eating too much broccoli can lead to sexual dysfunction.

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Davey Jones

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 Leo is its logo
2 California’s Santa __ River
3 Long-jawed fish
4 Annoying
5 Egyptian queen, familiarly
6 Loom on the horizon
7 St. Patrick’s mo.
8 Very dry
9 Sprayed in defense
10 Longshoreman
11 *Element in an executive compensation package
12 Window glass
13 Lumberjacks’ tools
18 Double agent
22 Prefix with metric and bar
23 Desert retreat
24 Norelco product
25 *Drive to do the responsible thing
27 *”So long”
31 U-turn from NNE
33 Rita with an Oscar, Emmy, Tony
and Grammy
35 Like Al Capone
37 Ridicule satirically
39 Combustible funeral piles
42 Under a quarter-tank, say
47 Geometry proposition
49 Bailed-out insurance co.
51 Copter blades
54 Whac-__: arcade game
57 Diminishes
58 Russian denial
59 Actress Stone of “Birdman”
61 Low-ranking GIs
64 Guys
65 Prefix with meter
66 __ King Cole
67 Italian three
(c) 2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

FORD TAFT GRANT TYLER PIERCE CARTER REAGAN GARFIELD
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43 Give it a go
44 Witness
45 Yankee slugger, to fans
ACROSS
23 __ buco: veal dish
46 Area of expertise
1 Illusions in a stage act, collectively
26 Director Lee
48 Sound from Leo
6 Muslim leaders
28 Student’s workplace
50 Twist, as water-damaged floor11 Place for a massage
29 Guttural “Psst!”
boards
14 Twist
30 Wedding vows
52 Sharpen
15 French Revolution radical
32 Condemn
53 World Cup soccer org.
16 Put a strain on
34 Most rational
55 “__-hoo!”
17 *Cost of shares on the exchange
36 Nobel Peace Prize city
56 1946 N.L. RBI leader Slaughter
19 Tip jar denomination
38 Jack-in-the-box sound
57 Part of a chess match when most
20 Miffed
40 Drips in the ICU
of the pieces are off the board
21 Gizmos
41 *U.S./USSR conflict
60 “__ the mornin’!”
62 Sch. run by Mormons
63 United stand ... and what the first
part of the answers to starred clues
literally can have
68 Track transaction
69 Wabbit-hunting Fudd
70 Fragrant wood
71 Pig’s home
72 Officials who have their faculties
73 Hit hard, biblically
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Bulletin Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

have hidden agendas.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The journey of a thousand miles begins with
a single step. New traditions must
start someplace, and you can lead
the way. You prefer to do things in a
“different” way but understand your
partner’s need for traditions, too.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The
tried and true will never make you
blue. Relationships that aren’t built
on a solid foundation of trust and
loyalty may fall apart in the week
ahead. You may be attracted to
someone who isn’t quite right for
you.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Wear
it and share it. If you are heading
off to preholiday celebrations this
week, you should be prepared to
flaunt your most dazzling finery.
This is a good week for travel, parties, or to experiment with something unusual.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
You are eager to try something
new at the drop of the hat. Relationships are stimulating, and you
may be tempted to buy impulse
items just for fun. By the end of the
week, however, you must be more

serious.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Take a run at some fun. In the
week ahead, you may be filled with
the traditional holiday spirit but are
also willing to try something unconventional. You can sparkle when
you are the stage or in charge.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): An inspiring and imaginative viewpoint could wake up and
invigorate people you know who
are suffering from lethargy. This is a
good week to pursue your farfetched fantasies and show off your
know-how.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
During the week ahead, you may
see a different side of your favorite
partner. Go along for the ride and
you may have an exhilarating experience. This is an excellent week
to experiment with new ideas and
techniques.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
You could feel more attractive than
usual in the next week and assume
that admiration is your right. Loved
ones may be upset if you don’t treat
them as though they were the most
valuable players on your team.

History of the World On This Day
DECEMBER 24
1814 - The War of 1812 between
the U.S. and Britain was ended with
the signing of the Treaty of Ghent in
Belgium.
1818 - Franz Gruber of Oberndorf, Germany composed the music
for “Silent Night” to words written by
Josef Mohr.
1851 - A fire devastated the
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., destroying about 35,000
volumes.
DECEMBER 25
0000 - Jesus Christ was born
1223 - St. Francis of Assisi
assembled one of the first Nativity
scenes, which was in Greccio, Italy.
1776 - Gen. George Washington and his troops crossed the
Delaware River for a surprise attack
against Hessian forces at Trenton,
N.J.
DECEMBER 26
1620 - The Pilgrim Fathers landed
at New Plymouth, MA, to found

Plymouth Colony, with John Carver
as Governor.
1865 - The coffee percolator was
patented by James H. Mason.
1908 - Texan boxer “Galveston
Jack” Johnson knocked out Tommy
Burns in Sydney, Australia, to
become the first black boxer to win
the world heavyweight title.
DECEMBER 27
1845 - Dr. Crawford Williamson
Long used anesthesia for childbirth
for the first time.The event was the
delivery of his own child in Jefferson, GA.
1900 - Carrie Nation staged her
first raid on a saloon at the Carey
Hotel in Wichita, KS. She broke
each and every one of the liquor
bottles that could be seen.
DECEMBER 28
1732 - “The Pennsylvania
Gazette,” owned by Benjamin
Franklin, ran an ad for the first issue
of “Poor Richard’s Almanack.”
1832 - John C. Calhoun became

the first vice president of the United
States to resign, stepping down
over differences with President
Jackson.
DECEMBER 29
1813 - The British burned Buffalo,
NY, during the War of 1812.
1848 - U.S. President James Polk
turned on the first gas light at the
White House.
DECEMBER 30
1879 - Gilbert and Sullivan’s
“The Pirates of Penzance” was first
performed, at Paignton, Devon,
England.
1903 - About 600 people died
when fire broke out at the Iroquois
Theater in Chicago, IL.
1919 - Lincoln’s Inn, in London,
admitted the first female bar
student.
1924 - Edwin Hubble announced
the existence of other galactic
systems.
1942 - “Mr. and Mrs. North”
debuted on NBC radio.

Jumble
Jumbles: QUEST GULCH INDUCT LAZILY
Answer: After a long day, the telemarketer was ready to - CALL IT QUITS

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You
may receive your five minutes of
fame or favoritism in the upcoming
week. If you prove you are knowledgeable, you could receive more
attention than usual. Use wisdom
when spending your hard-earned
cash.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You
are never too tired to be inspired.
For the next few days your amorous
fantasies seem to be your only
reality. By the end of the week,
however, you will need to buckle
down and pay attention to the material world.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
What you really want is right
beneath your nose. Events or
comments from a partner may lead
you to believe there is something
greener on the other side of the
fence. Be content with your position
in the week ahead.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Find something new to show off or
enjoy. You may be excited to learn
about new technology that can
make your life easier and simpler.
During the week ahead, steer clear
of intrigues and people who may
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