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darned good 
storytellers

WE CAN HELP

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

What’s a better way to close out 
2017 than with a subject matter 
that makes many men my age feel 
very uneasy, perhaps even embar-
rassed?

I have written about it a couple of 
times before. I described a medical 
procedure I underwent that saved 

me from cancer 
treatments down 
the road and 
most likely saved 
my life.

Several of you 
mentioned the 
column when 
we ran into each 
other, and some 

of you may have made a decision to 
undergo this procedure after reading 
about it, even though it is a pain in 
the rear, so to speak

I am talking about the dreaded 
and often maligned colonoscopy.

Three years ago I underwent 
this procedure and found out that 
there were five polyps lurking in my 
colon, three of them ready to turn 
cancerous. They were all snipped 
out, but because of the high number 
of polyps found, the doctor perform-
ing the procedure suggested that I 
return in three years and undergo it 
again.

And I did.
The preparation was as uncom-

fortable as I remembered it. It was 
no fun fasting all day and then 
undergoing a treatment that cleaned 

RAMBLINGS

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor      

One night in 1958 my Aunt Geor-
gia, in a kindhearted attempt to get 
our minds off the fact that our mother 
was in yet another hospital, treated 
my sister and me to a night at the 
movies. We saw “South Pacific” in 

one of those 
huge downtown 
theaters that 
used to exist. 
The lights went 
down, the heavy 
crimson curtain 
went slowly up 
and the overture 
swelled. Tech-

nicolor spilled out into the big room, 
and I fell head over heels in love 
with Mitzi Gaynor. I was six.

Nearly sixty years later, I’m still a 
little in love with her, and still enjoy 
watching her jog with the other 
nurses at the edge of the surf under 
tall, swaying palms, splashing along 
with all that Arkansas cockeyed 
optimism radiating.

But I know now that it was more 
than Miss Gaynor that caught my 
attention. That night I got my first 
taste of the genius of Richard Rodg-
ers and Oscar Hammerstein.

Over the next good many years 
I caught the film versions of their 
musicals on the late movie, bought 
the sound tracks on LPs, then eight-
track tapes, then cassettes, then 
CDs and hummed the tunes as I 
soldiered on through the daily busi-

THE WORDSMITH

My memories of Roberto Clemente and other greats
By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

I first saw Roberto Clemente in 
1955 when he was a 21-year-old 
outfielder playing for the San-
turce Crabbers, a Puerto Rican 
Winter League team. My family 
had just moved from Dodger-less 
Los Angeles so that my father 
could take an assignment as 
a plant supervisor in Carolina, 

Clemente’s birthplace. 
Little did I, a baseball-hungry 

youth, realize that Winter League 
ball would be the bomb, and that 
my memories of those warm winter 
nights watching Clemente patrol the 
outfield would be, decades later, 
more vivid than any of the hun-
dreds of major league games I’ve 
since seen. During the five years I 
watched winter ball at Sixto Escobar 

Stadium, Henry Aaron, Roy Cam-
panella, Orlando Cepeda, Bob 
Gibson and Sandy Koufax were 
among the shining stars. 

Puerto Rican league baseball 
was anything but, as some might 
imagine, a winter vacation. For the 
players that included established 
major league stars like Clemente’s 
Hall of Fame teammate Willie 

(Continued on Page 8)

Vecteezy.com



Page 2  THE BULLETIN    December 26, 2017     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

If you like what you see, pick up another copy for a friend, or let 
them know that we are also available at

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

ABOUT US
John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 

information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. on 

Tuesday.
Our 24th year of publishing!

Drivers: $5,000 Sign-On!
Big Miles=Big Money!!

Company, Lease, or O/O.
CDL-A, with H&T End.

866-451-4495

Alvin Co. hiring com-
mercial cabinet fabri-
cators and installers. 
Send work history to: 
resumes@phxcs.net or fax 
to: 281-585-6021

PLEASE, SOMEBODY NOTICE ME: A woman faked her own 
kidnapping, gagging herself with her undies and tying herself to a pole in 
the basement of her home in Lemon Township, Ohio. She then posted 
pictures and video of herself on Facebook supposedly from her captors. 
Police determined that it was a desperate plea for attention.

OH, IS THE CIRCUS IN TOWN? A teenager in Marlboro, Vt. called 
the cops when he came home to find a 43-year-old man dressed as a 
clown sleeping inside the residence. The clown was apparently high on 
cocaine.

HEY PUNK, SAY HELLO TO BARBARA: A masked man barged 
into a home in Spartanburg, S.C., at around midnight and wrestled an 
elderly woman to the ground and demanded money. Her daughter heard 
the commotion, grabbed her gun and shot him in the buttocks. She had 
bought the gun only three months before and named it Barbara.

WHY WON’T THIS CAR GO? A 17-year-old pulled a gun on a man 
sitting in his car in Birmingham, Ala., ordered him out of the vehicle, and 
demanded his phone, tablet and car keys. But the carjacking attempt 
failed because the nitwit didn’t know how to drive a car with a manual 
transmission, so he took the phone and fled. The victim was able to track 
his phone and provided deputies with the robber’s location.

HEY, DON’T PAW ME: A woman had her dog’s paw prints tattooed 
on her chest – eight inches wide and three inches tall – ten years ago 
when she was 18. She has since discovered that they have made her 
undateable having had few relationships lasting more than a month in all 
that time. She is finally having the tattoos removed.

FIRST OF ALL, I DIDN’T KNOW YOU WERE A COP, MA’AM: 
A man on a crowded subway train during rush hour in New York City 
rubbed up against the thigh of a woman passenger. Unfortunately for 
him, this lady was a plainclothes NYPD detective who was riding with her 
partner as part of an undercover operation. They took him off the train in 
handcuffs.

 BATTY ABOUT A BEAR: A very angry woman showed up at her 
ex-boyfriend’s Edgewood, Fla., home and demanded that he return the 
teddy bear she had given to the man’s 18-month-old daughter. He gave it 
back. Then, she set his house on fire, and stabbed a deputy who tried to 
intervene.

Alvin Co. hiring bobtail 
delivery truck drivers &  
must also work in ware-
house, etc. Send work his-
tory to: resume@phxcs.net 
or fax to: 281-585-6021

WalletHub makes predictions for 2018
With an especially eventful year 

nearly in the books, WalletHub has  
released its 2018 Financial Predic-
tions, based on a survey of finance 
experts. Foresight helps consum-
ers better manage their finances, 
and WalletHub’s predictions have 
earned an impressive 3.56 GPA 
over the past six years.

• U.S. GDP Growth Will Remain 
Near 2.5%

• Unemployment Will Crack 4%
• The S&P 500 Will Top 2,900 & 

Finish at 2,838
• The Fed Will Raise Rates Three 

Times, Costing Borrowers Billions
• Credit Card Debt Will Break All-

Time Records, Topping $1 Trillion 
Owed

• Consumer Credit Scores Will 
Peak in 2018

• U.S. Auto Sales Will Top 17M for 
the Fourth Straight Year

• Existing Home Sales Will Again 
Top 5M, Despite Higher Rates

For the full report, including fore-
casts from a panel of economists, 
please visit:  http://wallethub.com/
blog/2018-financial-predictions/
43349/

Local Texas Master Naturalists recognized for volunteer service
The Brazoria chapter of Texas 

Master Naturalist held their monthly 
meeting at the AgriLife building in 
Angleton recently.

Kim Richardson received the 
1,000 volunteer hour, Gold Dragon-
fly pin.  Neeta Allen and Anna King 
each received a 500 volunteer hour, 
Silver Dragonfly pin.  Receiving their 
Recertification Sea Turtle pins, were 
Mike Bettorf, Mary Helen Israel, 
Barbara Burkhardt, Mike Mullen-
weg, Julia Geisler, Candace Novak, 
Christina Hartman, Ed Peebles, 
Mary Holler, and David Plunkett.

To date, the chapter’s 110 
members have impacted 14,603 
adults and 33,776 youth in the Lake 
Jackson and surrounding area. 

Guests are always welcome 
to attend the meetings, held the 
second Wednesday of the month 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the AgriL-
ife building in Angleton.  

Membership elected President-
Kristine Rivers, Vice President-Bill 
Ahlstrom, Secretary-Lisa Myers, 

Treasurer-Donald Sabathier. Outgo-
ing Vice President Jill Carroll was 
thanked for her service this past 
year.  

Membership meeting adjourned 
early to attend the annual Christmas 
party.  

Texas Master Naturalist is an 
organization of adult volunteers who 
are interested in the preservation 
and conservation of our resources 
and promoting education of the 
environment and the ecosystems 
that make up Texas.  

For information on becoming 

a Texas Master Naturalist, see 
www.tmn-cot.org and click training. 
For information on our next intern 
class, starting August, 2018, email 
maymonie@tmn-cot.org.

Send your community 
announcements and photos to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll 

be glad to spread the good news 
about your organization.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. If we all spoke the same lan-
guage one day, it just might be 
a variety of a similect.  Explain, 
please.

A. First, a few facts:  Mandarin 
Chinese is spoken by the greatest 
number of people, over a billion; 
next is Spanish, and together the 
two languages are spoken in some 
30 countries, says Hal Hodson in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Rank-
ing third is English, found in at 
least 100 countries; it is the first 
language for some 335 million 
people, and the second language 
for another 555 million.  Also, it 
dominates international relations, 
business and science.

Now to the question.  As Anna 
Mauranen of the University of Hel-
sinki explains, millions of second-
language English speakers have 
created “similects” that incorporate 
elements of their native language 
with English:  Chinese-English, 
Brazilian-English, Nigerian-English.

Languages like German and 
Estonian will remain the language 
of choice within their respective 
borders, and the language directly 
descended from Shakespearean 
English will still be favored by 
Americans and Brits.  Plus, “Eng-
lish is likely to be the language of 

choice for international discourse, 
simply because it is already 
installed.”

“Mauranen envisions a future in 
which English similects begin to 
blend over national borders…, and 
common goals will drive the evolu-
tion of the lingua franca, regardless 
of whether we call it English or not.”

Q. How did a pope help make 
chickens fatter?  What about 
rabbits?

A.  Around the mid-10th century, 
the Catholic Church required its fol-
lowers to abstain from eating meat 
from four-legged animals for about 
130 days a year, reports “Science” 
magazine.  Probably not coinci-
dentally, the number of chicken 
bones at European archaeological 
sites about the same time abruptly 
doubled. People began selec-
tively breeding plump, year-round 
egg-layers that likely had a gene 
variant stimulating metabolism and 
reproduction.  When researchers 
sequenced chicken DNA from 12 
such sites dating from 280 B.C.E. 
to the 18th century, they found that 
few chickens carried this gene until 
about 1000 years ago.

As for rabbits, in 600, Pope 
Gregory I declared fetal rabbits to 
be aquatic, meaning they were fish 
and thus could be eaten during 
Lent, says Tina Hesman Saey in 

“Science News” magazine.  Mon-
asteries in southern France took up 
rabbit breeding, and rabbits quickly 
became domesticated.

Q. Which one of the following 
is said to consume more prey 
every year than humans do?  A. 
elephants   B. gorillas C. rats   D. 
spiders.

A. Spiders (D).  “The minimum 
weight in tons of prey killed annu-
ally by spiders worldwide is 400 
million — equivalent to the amount 
of meat and fish eaten by humans 
for the same period,” reports Steve 
Mirsky in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  

Pooling data from 65 previous 
publications, researchers Martin 
Nyffeler of the University of Basil 
in Switzerland et al. estimated that 
there are some 25 million metric 
tons of spiders worldwide and then 
computed how many prey they’d 
need to perform essential life tasks 
(“The Science of Nature” journal). 
Their answer:  Spiders eat “an 
annual prey amount in the range of 
400-800 million metric tons,” largely 
insects and other small beasties 
such as springtail. In other words, 
spider predation plays a significant 
role in controlling “many economi-
cally important pests and disease 
vectors.”

Concludes Mirsky: “So when 
you see a spider in your home, you 
could stomp it. Or put it outside. Or 
you could thank it and wish it bon 
appetit!”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

DID YOU KNOW?
• A convicted murderer was once 

granted a retrial after it was revealed 
that four members of the jury used 
a “Ouija” board to contact the victim 
before rendering their verdict.

• The dots in Gmail addresses 
don’t mean anything—an email 
sent to http://hom.er.j.sim.ps 
.on@gmail.com still goes to 
homerjsimpson@gmail.com.

• The inventor of the Slurpee 
spoon straw, Arthur A. Aykanian, also 
designed a special tool for the cryo-
surgical treatment of skin cancer.

• Research shows that since 
the Nigerian prince scam is easily 
recognized, the few people that do 
respond to it are more likely to send 
money.
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Did you know about colorectal cancer?

out the colon. There could be a lot 
of jokes made about this, but the 
bottom line is that this procedure 
has saved many lives.

If the polyps are allowed to grow 
into cancer, you will most likely have 
to undergo surgery to remove the 
cancer, chemotherapy, and radiation 
therapy.

Three of the polyps removed from 
my colon three years ago would 
have done just that – grow cancer-
ous. Perhaps in my mid- to late-60s, 
I would have been fighting for my 
life. What do you think my chances 
would have been with three of these 
things attacking me at the same 
time?

For colon and rectal cancer, 
around 39 percent are diagnosed at 
the local stage, before the cancer 
has spread outside the local area. 
The five-year survival for these 
patients with localized colon and 
rectum cancer is 90 percent.

When the cancer has spread to 
the regional lymph nodes near the 
site of origin, the five-year survival 
rate is about 71 percent. When the 
cancer has metastasized to distant 
sites in the body (stage IV cancer), 

the five-year survival rate lowers to 
about 13.5 percent.

The survival rate for those who 
undergo a colonoscopy and have 
the benign polyps removed is 100 
percent. I like this figure better than 
the others.

I did my best to prepare for the 
procedure. That was the hard part. 
The rest was up to the doctor and 
his team. I was asleep. A half hour 
later it was all over, except for the 
results. When I woke up, the doctor 
came to the recovery room, all 
smiles.

“You are clean. We didn’t find 
anything. It all looks good,” he said. 

“You’re done for five years.”
It was music to my ears. 
I rode home feeling pretty good 

about it all. The rest of the day 
was easy. I slept for the most part, 
catching up on sleep I lost the night 
before. That didn’t matter anymore. I 
kept replaying the doctor’s words in 
my mind. They sounded so good.

Dear reader, if you are 50 or 
over, talk to your doctor about this 
procedure because it can save you 
a lot of anguish later. It is well worth 
the hassle. Don’t let the negative 
connotations keep you from doing it.

Have a happy New Year and a 
very healthy 2018.

My colonoscopy was again a big hassle, but well worth it
(Continued from Page 1)

• Early cases can begin as noncancerous polyps. These often have no 
symptoms but can be detected by screening. For this reason, doctors recom-
mend screenings for those at high risk or over the age of 50.

• Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the 
United States.

• Colon cancer develops from growths within the wall of the intestine, such 
as polyps or tumors.

• You’re given medicine to make you sleep through a colonoscopy, so you 
don’t feel anything. Medicine usually isn’t used for a sigmoidoscopy. During 
both of these tests, air is pumped into the cleaned-out colon to keep it open 
so that doctors can get the best pictures.

• The majority of colorectal cancers occur in people older than 50.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Ask God for the faith to look beyond 
tragic miscarriage

My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I admit I’m angry at God, 
but I can’t help it. My husband 
and I had looked forward very 
much to the birth of our first 
child (a son), but then I had a 
miscarriage, and now all our 
dreams are shattered. Why did 
God do this to us? - Mrs. A.J.

A: I know this has been a very 
traumatic time for you and your 
husband, but has it ever occurred 
to you that God also knows what 
you’re going through, understands 
your feelings and sympathizes 
with your hurts? You may be angry 
at Him, but He isn’t angry at you. 
Instead, He loves you and wants to 
help you.

I don’t know why God allows 
things like this to happen; some 
day we’ll understand, but in the 
meantime we can only accept 
them and turn to God for the 

comfort and hope we need. And 
that’s what I pray you’ll do. After all, 
your anger accomplishes nothing; 
it doesn’t change the situation and 
won’t bring you any lasting comfort.

In fact, anger only brings a 
harvest of bitterness and despair 
into our souls. This is one reason 
why the Bible says, “Do not let the 
sun go down while you are still 
angry, and do not give the devil a 
foothold” (Ephesians 4:26-27).

God loves you, just as He loved 
your unborn child. Ask Him for the 
faith to look beyond this tragedy, 
and to realize that He is still with 
you and wants to help you. Begin 
by turning to Jesus Christ and com-
mitting your lives and your future to 
Him. Remember: God knows what 
it is to lose a son - His only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who gave His life for 
our salvation. “May your unfailing 
love be my comfort, according to 
your promise” (Psalm 119:76).

Tribune Media Services 

Port Freeport’s golf tournament raises a record $43,500 to assist with Texas Port Ministry services
In October, Port Freeport hosted 

its Annual Golf Tournament at The 
Wilderness Golf Course in Lake 
Jackson benefitting Texas Port 
Ministry. During today’s meeting, 
the Port Commission presented a 
check in the amount of $43,500 to 
Bobby Fuller, Director of Texas Port 
Ministry.

“Over 140 golfers participated 
in the tournament this year, most 
from the Freeport and Houston 
maritime transportation industry, as 
well as local businesses within the 
district,” said Port Freeport Executive 

Director/CEO Phyllis Saathoff.  “It is 
an honor to host the annual tourna-
ment knowing all the proceeds 
benefit the mariners and truckers 
that come into contact with our Port 
community.”

This year was another record 
year in raising funds for Texas Port 
Ministry and in the number of golfers 
that participated in the tournament. 
“The event was a great success and 
made possible from the generosity 
of the many sponsors, participants 
and volunteers,” said Port Commis-
sion Chairman Paul Kresta. 

All the proceeds from the tourna-
ment assist Texas Port Ministry in 
providing their services to the Port 
community on a daily basis. Texas 
Port Ministry of Freeport has pro-
vided spiritual, social and physical 
care to the Freeport Harbor Commu-
nity since 1974 through the efforts of 
volunteers.  Texas Port Ministry is a 
501©3 funded solely from contribu-
tions and donations.  To learn more 
about Texas Port Ministry, please 
visit www.texasportministry.org.

The success of the event is due to 
the dedication of the staff and gener-
osity of the sponsors:  Hole-In-One 
- Classic Chevrolet; Dinner - Enter-
prise Products; Platinum - Port Free-
port, HDR Engineering, Inc.; Gold 
- Brazos Pilots Association, Freeport 
LNG, McDonough Engineering 
Corporation, Vulcan Materials Co.; 
Silver - BASF Corporation, DOW 
Chemical Company, Mediterranean 

Shipping Company; Bronze - Bay-
Houston Towing Co., Blank Rome, 
LLP, Ceres Gulf, Inc., Cordoba Law 
Firm, PLLC, Freese & Nichols, Hori-
zon Terminal Services, Mammoet, 
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc., 
NMT Projects International, Inc., 
Ports America, RABA Kistner Con-
sultants, Tegrity Homes, Terracon 
Consultants, Inc., US AutoLogistics; 
Lunch - Doyle & Wachtstetter, 
Inc., Red Hook Terminals, Signet 
Maritime Corp.; Beverage Cart- A 
& R Logistics, Barry Conge Harris, 
LLP & Port Commissioner John 
Hoss, Bracewell & Giuliani LLP, 
Brown & Gay Engineers, Inc., Dole 
Fresh Fruit, I.L.A. #30, Red Hook 
Terminals; Putting Green -  Turnkey 
Electric, Inc., City of Freeport; Tent 
and Hole - LJA Engineering, Inc.; 
Hole Sponsor - Arthur J. Gallagher & 
Co., Bay Area Fire & Safety, Baystar 
Group, Brazos Pilots Association, 

Brazosport Tire Company, Brown 
& Gay Engineers, Inc., Freeport 
Mooring & Marine, Freeport Police 
Department, Judge Matt Sebesta & 
Commissioner Donald Payne, Ken-
nemer, Masters & Lunsford, LLC, 
Killum Pest Control, La Casona, 
Port Freeport Commissioner Shane 
Pirtle, Port Freeport Employees, 
Roy and Peggy Yates, Suderman 
& Young Towing Co., Sunstates 
Security, LLC, Vogel Design & 
Marketing, West Gulf Maritime Asso-
ciation, WSP USA, Inc.; Sponsor 
Donations -Baystar Group, Blueline 
Shop, Bridge Harbor Yacht Club, 
Detail Products, Inc., Evco, Gary 
and Denice Foose, Gulftex Vending 
and Services, Inc., Honda of Lake 
Jackson, M & G Trailer Ranch, On 
the River Restaurant, TDECU, Texas 
Gulf Bank, Texas Port Ministry, 
Texas Roadhouse, The Wilderness, 
Vernor Materials.
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ACC to hold Super Saturday Registration Blitz on Jan. 6
For students who work and may 

not have time to test, register or 
apply for Financial Aid for college 
during the week, Alvin Community 
College is opening its doors on 
Saturday, Jan. 6, for the Super 
Saturday Registration Blitz.

ACC staff members will be at the 
college from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Admissions Office to provide help 
for those wanting to take courses in 
the fall.

“This is a great opportunity for 
those students who are busy at 
home or work during the week and 
cannot make it to register,” said 
Marilyn Dement, ACC vice president 
of Student Services.

Spring registration is now open 
and will close on January 17. During 
the week, students can register 
at any of ACC’s three locations, 
the main campus, the University 
of Houston Clear Lake-Pearland 
campus and at Shadow Creek High 
School.

Several services will be offered 
including state-required testing 
to attend college. Students must 
register for testing by Jan. 4 in order 
to take the exams on Saturday, Jan. 
6. Seats for testing fill quickly. The 
tests will be administered starting at 
8:15 a.m.

Staff members with the Continu-
ing Education and Workforce Devel-
opment Department will be available 
for students who want to enroll in a 
career training program.

Those who need guidance on 
which courses to take can also visit 
with academic advisors who will 

be on hand. Advisors can visit with 
students to determine which classes 
will fit their needs and which degree 
plan is best suited for them.

Financial Aid staff members will 
be available to help students apply 
for assistance to help pay for their 
courses.

Students will also be able to pay 
for their classes, purchase their 
books, obtain a student ID and 
receive their parking pass.

Once students have finished 
testing and know which classes they 
want to take, they can then register 
for the 2018 spring semester.

Students who register prior to 
Jan. 8 will not pay any late fee. 
From Jan. 9-17 registration will 
include a late fee. Classes begin on 
Jan. 16.

Students attending the Saturday 
event can register for the services 
they need starting at 8 a.m. at the 
Admissions Office.

Prospective students are encour-
aged to review the steps to get 
started prior to the event. Find the 
steps or to sign up for testing visit 
www.alvincollege.edu or e-mail 
advising@alvincollege.edu. For 
details, call (281) 756-3526.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Vladimir Putin’s grandfather 

worked as a chef for Stalin, Lenin, 
and Rasputin.

• A study using MRI scans showed 
that the brains of people who 
exercise moderately look 10 years 
younger than those who don’t.

• “Drunkorexia” refers to the use 
of dieting, excessive exercising, or 
purging to enhance the effects of 
alcohol or reduce alcohol calories.

• The capybara can stay underwa-
ter for up to five minutes at a time.
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Brazosport College recently 
received a grant from Scholarship 
America to be used for Hurricane 
Harvey disaster relief. 

The $12,500 grant, which was 
disbursed through the Brazosport 
College Foundation, went to eligible 
students whose educational goals 
were adversely impacted by Hur-
ricane Harvey or Tropical Storm 
Harvey. A total of 50 Brazosport 
College students benefitted from 
the grant. 

Pictured are, from left, Tracee 
Watts, Brazosport College Foun-
dation Development Officer, and 
Serena Andrews, Brazosport 
College Vice President of College 
Advancement. 

To learn more about scholar-
ships through Brazosport College 
and the BC Foundation, call (979) 
230-3245.

Brazosport College awarded grant for Harvey disaster relief
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December 30
9am - 3pm

Call for Jan. schedule

Mays, Negro League standouts 
like Bob Thurman with his great 
“Big Swish” nickname, and emerg-
ing minor leaguers like New York 
Giants’ catcher Valmy Thomas, the 
first Virgin Islander to break into the 
bigs, they wanted to win if for no 
other reason than to avoid the fans’ 
wrath. 

Fans passed the hat to reward 
players who got a game-winning 
hit. But those who committed a 
game-losing error only dared exit 
the clubhouse hours later, lest irate 
fans await them. 

Since winter league games 
were played only on Saturdays 
and Sundays, fans had all week to 
get fired up. When the hometown 
favorite lost, fans took it poorly, and 
engaged in socially unacceptable 
behavior. 

On weekends and during my 
vacations, I worked at the Carolina 
plant, and there learned about Cle-
mente from the employees who had 
been his boyhood friends. At noon, 
the workers crossed the street, and 
ate a rice and beans lunch. 

I gradually learned Spanish and, 
as I sat around the table, heard 
firsthand tales of Clemente growing 
up in Carolina, a baseball Hall of 
Fame superstar in the making. The 
topic was always Clemente; during 
the summer, his Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
exploits, in winter months, his 
Puerto Rican league accomplish-
ments. 

At a Brooklyn Dodgers’ tryout 
held at Sixto Escobar, Clemente’s 
talents stood out. Then-Dodgers’ 
scout and future general manager, 
Al Campanis, filed his report, and 
graded Clemente, just 18, as “A” 
or “A+” in every key baseball skill: 
throwing, fielding, hitting, power and 
base running. 

Campanis excitedly telegraphed 
Dodgers’ ownership to advise them 
about Clemente. The text: “Will 
mature into a big man. Attending 
high school. Has all the tools. Good 
looking prospect. Has written to the 
commissioner requesting permis-
sion to play organized ball.” 

If anything, Campanis’ report 
was an understatement. During his 
15-year winter league career, and 
batting against top-flight pitching, 
Clemente hit .323. And in 18 years 
with the Pittsburgh Pirates, Clem-
ente batted .318 and reached the 

coveted 3,000 hit mark. 
Coincidentally, in 1961, I was a 

University of Pittsburgh freshman. 
I arrived too late to participate in 
Pittsburgh’s delirium after the 1960 
World Series upset of the Mickey 
Mantle-led New York Yankees. 
But during my four college years 

I was a Forbes Field regular, and 
saw Clemente win three of his four 
batting titles, and four of his 12 Gold 
Gloves. 

Clemente’s story has two final 
chapters. One is well-known, the 
other less so. On a stormy 1972 
New Year’s Eve night, Clemente, 

on a humanitarian mission to 
Nicaragua, boarded a mechanically 
deficient DC-7 piloted by an unquali-
fied crew. Moments after taking off 
from the San Juan Airport, the plane 
crashed, killing all onboard. 

Clemente has been an inspira-
tion to millions, and since his death, 

“The Great One,” as he is called 
in Pittsburgh, received immediate 
induction to the Hall of Fame, the 
Congressional Medal of Freedom, 
and has had streets, schools, stat-
ues, bridges and postage stamps 
dedicated to him. In 1999, The 
Sporting News named Clemente as 
baseball’s 20th greatest player. 

Above the steps leading from 
the Pirates’ clubhouse to the field 
hangs a sign with this motivational 
Clemente quote: “When I put on 
my uniform, I feel I am the proudest 
man on earth.” 

Only 38 when he died, Clem-
ente may have gone on to greater 
achievements, on and off the field, if 
fate hadn’t taken him too early.

Joe Guzzardi is a member of 
the Society for American Baseball 
Research and the Internet Baseball 
Writers Association. Contact him at 
guzzjoe@yahoo.com. 

(Continued from Page 1)

My memories of Roberto Clemente and other Hall of Fame greats at winter ball in Puerto Rico

Football facility or five-star resort? A&M’s recruiting amenities
By Ben Baby
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

A couple of years ago, Wake 
Forest coach Dave Clawson felt like 
stripping down in College Station.

Clawson was with a few Demon 
Deacons boosters on a tour of 
A&M’s facilities and came across 
a hot tub at the football complex. It 
looked so inviting, he said, that he 
might have jumped in were he not 
with a few guests.

“I didn’t know if I was at a football 
facility or a five-star resort,” the 
coach said in a conference call in 
advance of the team’s meeting with 
A&M on Dec. 29 in the Belk Bowl.

When the Aggies (7-5) and Dea-
cons (7-5) meet in Charlotte, Claw-
son won’t be the only coach there 
impressed with A&M’s amenities.

The luxuries at Kyle Field and 
the Bright Athletic Complex caught 
the eye of new A&M coach Jimbo 
Fisher, who will observe the game. 
To the man with the new 10-year, 
$75 million guaranteed contract, 
A&M’s resources were a sign that 
the university was invested in the 
football program.

“When you walk in this place, the 
first thing everybody says is ‘Wow,’ 
right?” Fisher said when he was 
hired on Dec. 4. “What’s that show? 
That shows commitment.”

Facilities don’t only show how 
much money boosters are willing to 
throw around. They can sometimes 
play a vital role when top programs 
are trying to attract the most tal-
ented teenagers in the country.

Of course, facilities were hotly 
debated when Fisher was rumored 
to be leaving Florida State after 
eight seasons.

Fisher took subtle digs at the 
Seminoles’ facilities in advance of 
this year’s game against Clemson, 
which unveiled a $55 million football 
center at the beginning of the year. 
The Tigers have a slide, a bowling 
alley and a barber shop.

“Unfortunately, in this business, 

when you get into the facilities busi-
ness, you’re never out of it,” Fisher 
told reporters. “You’re never out of 
development.”

As Florida State made significant 
upgrades in recent years, it’s still 
unclear what kind of role facilities 
played in Fisher’s decision to leave 
Tallahassee for College Station. 
But that didn’t stop A&M Chancellor 
John Sharp from pointing out what 
A&M had to offer in addition to the 
richest contract ever given to a col-

lege football coach.
“We’ve got the best facilities in 

the SEC,” Sharp said four days 
before Fisher’s hire was confirmed 
by the A&M Board of Regents. 
“We’ve got the best stadium. We’ve 
got the best facilities.”

Three years before Clemson 
opened its facility, A&M installed 
its own hair salon when the Aggies 
unveiled Bright Complex’s renova-
tions in 2014. The Aggies spent 
$41.6 million on the project.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

So what’s next — hiring 
Kevin Bass as manager?

The Class AAA Gwinnett, Ga., 
Braves have changed their nick-
name to Stripers in honor of the 
renowned bass-fishing at nearby 
Lake Lanier.

Stripers pitchers, we hear, are 
already working on their hooks and 
sinkers.

Paging the French judge
The Houston Texans made gold-

medal gymnast Simone Biles an 
honorary cheerleader for their game 
against the 49ers.

Next week she’s going to help 
Texans QB, whoever that may be at 
any particular week, try to stick the 
landing.

Bad-money player
Georgia defensive back Latavi-

ous Brini is facing a felony forgery 
charge over allegations he passed 
a counterfeit $100 bill at a pet store 
last summer.

Investigators’ first clue: Herschel 
Walker’s face on the bogus cur-
rency.

Crystal Ball Dept.
One guess on what LeBron 

James whispered to Lonzo Ball after 
their first NBA meeting: “Why’d they 
take their talents to Lithuania?”

And some china for mom
Ex-UCLA shoplifter LiAngelo Ball 

signed to play professional basket-
ball in Lithuania.

But forget Disneyland — he’s 
going to buy some sunglasses!

You make the call
The Cleveland Browns just threw 

in the towel on the 2017 season.
To no one’s surprise, it was 

intercepted and returned for a 
touchdown.

Numb and number
And from the All-or-Nothing File 

comes word that Sports Betting 
Dime has set the over-under for 
combined home runs in 2018 by 
Yankee sluggers Aaron Judge and 
Giancarlo Stanton at 89.5 — and 
their combined strikeouts at 364.5.

Their combined numbers this 
year: 111 and 371.

Stat of the Week
From ESPN.com: Of the 75 play-

ers taken before Giancarlo Stanton 
in the 2007 MLB draft, 21 have 

played fewer than 100 games in the 
majors and 27 never made it there.

Talking the talk
— Yankees shortstop Didi Gre-

gorius, in a tweet to new manager 
Aaron Boone, after the team landed 
home-run champ Giancarlo Stanton: 
“Hey, Skip, am I still batting 4th?”

— Marc Sheffler, on Facebook, 
on living in New York City in the 
1970s: “I used to jog 5 miles a day 
— 2 for my health, 3 for my life.”

Miss Emmy honored by commissioners

Mrs. Emma Lou O’Bannon was recognized in Commissioners’ Court 
recently for her 40 years of dedicated service as the Children’s Specialist 
at the Angleton Library Branch. Photo includes Library staff, Library 
Administration and Commissioners’ Court Members with Miss Emmy as 
she received the Resolution for her 40 years of dedicated service.

AKA Sorority presents book to musem

Carolyn Jones, President of Psi Mu Omega and Tashanta Ross, 
Committee Chair, recently presented the book “Priceless Pearls, A 
History of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,” to Berniece Smith, Board 
Member of Brazoria Heritage Foundation to be displayed in the Black 
History Room of the Museum. Back Left to Right: Kayla Stokes, 
Roshonda Fink, Jamie Breech, Amber Crawford, Djuna Prater, Season 
Bland, Robin Burgess. Front Left to Right: Carolyn Jones, President; 
TaShanta Ross, Archivist; Berniece Smith, Director of African-American 
Museum in the Brazoria Museum; and Kim Warren, Vice President.

• MLK Gospel Choir Concert: Jan. 6, 6 p.m. at Greater Mount Zion Church/
Brazoria (Featuring recording artist Chester Baldwin and the MLK Commu-
nity Choir).

• MLK Choir Rehearsals: Jan. 2,4,5, at 7p.m. at Greater Mount Zion 
Church-Brazoria.

• MLK Community Worship Service: Jan. 11, 7 p.m. at First Missionary 
Baptist Church in Angleton. Speaker: Rev. Edward Dawson, St. Joseph 
Baptist Church of Jones Creek.

• MLK Commemorative Banquet: Jan. 13, 7 p.m. at Dow Academic 
Center- Brazosport College Campus. Speaker: Dr. Marcus Nelson, Superin-
tendent of Schools, Waco ISD.

• MLK Parade/Rally: Jan. 15, 11 a.m. at downtown Freeport to the Munici-
pal Park. Entry forms on line at www.mlkcc.org

• Poster & Essay Contest for Youth residents: Deadline is on Jan. 25 at 4 
p.m. Awards on Feb. 15 at Brazosport College Gator Hall.

MLK events schedule announced
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

When the announcement was made regarding the reopening of Camp 
Mohawk County Park, staff had no idea of the snowy surprise ahead of 
them. On the morning of Dec. 8, Camp Mohawk employees arrived to 
find that snow had covered their park, for a wintry welcome home. Park 
Supervisor Sylvia Buenrostro and her team decorated their entrance 
sign, and had a little fun in the snow.

Hurricane-damaged Camp Mohawk, Hanson River county parks reopen

After months of hard work from our park staff, the Brazoria County 
Parks Department was able to reopen its first park that was closed 
due to flooding from Hurricane Harvey. Hanson Riverside County Park 
opened its gates to the community at 8 a.m. on Dec. 1, with a polished 
pier and pavilion, and a trail ready for hiking and biking. We’re so 
very thankful to our community for their support and patience as we 
worked to restore Hanson Riverside after the storm.

Winter Wonderland
in county parks

Camp Mohawk wasn’t the only 
county park to receive a flurry 
of snow this month. Staff from 
several of our parks shared 
images of their own winter 
wonderlands.
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Schedule of events

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Jan. 6: Stephen F. Austin Funeral Re-enactment. Take part in a unique event recreating the state 
funeral of the Father of Texas.  The event begins at 9 a.m. at the First Capitol Replica in West Columbia with political 
speeches and a musket volley, followed by a reception at the Columbia Historical Museum. The event continues 
at noon at the Gulf Prairie Cemetery in Jones Creek with memorial speeches by Sam Houston, Anson Jones, and 
others, punctuated by a musket volley, Masonic funeral service, and a 23-round artillery salute. For information, call 
SF Austin-Munson Park at (979) 248-5961.

Saturday, Jan. 20, 9 a.m. to noon: Dunes Day.Starting December 26, 2018, Brazoria County Parks will 
begin accepting used Christmas trees. Volunteers will meet on Surfside Beach to rebuild, restore, and strengthen our 
dunes using the donated trees. For information, call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152 or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com

Saturday, Jan. 27, 9 a.m. to noon: Winter Paddling Event #2. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they 
hold a paddling event on one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. Great 
for families and first-time paddlers. Location TBA.  For information or reservations, call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152, or email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m. to noon: Winter Paddling Event #3. Come join the Small Watercraft Club as they 
hold a paddling event on one of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own boat or borrow one of ours. Great 
for families and first time paddlers. Location TBA.  For information or reservations, call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152 or email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Resoft County Park in Angleton received a haul of one thousand rainbow 
trout from our friends at Texas Parks and Wildlife. TPWD regularly stocks 
bodies of water across the state with trout, and posts their stocking sched-
ule on their website every year. Justin Berry, a Parks employee at the park, 
joined by several community members, snapped a few images as the fish 
were being added to the lake.

Bag limit for rainbow trout is five fish per person, per day, and anglers will 
need the $5 Freshwater Fishing Stamp, which is included in all freshwater 
license packages. Those ages 16 and younger are not required to have a 
fishing license, nor the stamp.

TPWD stocks resoft with rainbow trout

A Texas Parks and Wildlife employee checks the conditions of the water 
before releasing the rainbow trout into the lake.
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Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ads in 
The Bulletin. Shop locally this holiday season and support 

businesses who pay taxes in our community.

ness of living. Finally, I sprung for 
an expensive — for a high school 
teacher and coach — seat in the 
seventh row of the old Music Hall in 
Houston to see Yul Brynner in his 
final revival of his signature role in 
“The King and I.” 

Lung cancer had taken its very 
obvious toll, and much was made in 
the press about whether or not he 
was really up to all that bounding 
and bellowing. In fact, he would die 
not too many months later.

But that night he was still very 
much the King. And when he 

stepped up to Miss Anna, placed 
one big hand on her side and lifted 
the other one high overhead, the 
entire audience leaned forward just 
a bit and held its collective breath. 
Then, when he and Anna swirled 
around in wide circles on that old 
stage, “Shall We Dance” floating up 
from the pit, there was magic in that 
place. Purely and simply.

I’ve experienced the magic again 
and again over the years, every 
time I hear a tune by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. And every time I think 
of one of their stories.

As a writer and a teacher of writ-
ing, I admire the intricate crafting 
of a good story, one of the most 
ancient of human skills. And it’s 

slowly dawned on me, after reading, 
studying and teaching the “giants” 
— Shakespeare and company 
— that some of the very best yarn-
spinning of modern times came 
from a couple of men whose work 
has rattled pleasantly around in my 
head for most of my life.

Leaving the sheer magnificence 
of their music aside — the waltzes 
alone would be sufficient to keep 
one humming to the grave — con-
sider the plots themselves.

Moral dilemmas abound. The 
Nazi youth in “The Sound 

of Music” either blows the whistle, 
literally, on the Van Trapp family, 
among whom is his 16 going on 17 
sweetheart, or he doesn’t. Billy, the 
carnival barker in “Carousel,” will 
either be a good husband and father 
or he won’t. The King, after all that 
waltzing, will either be the man that 
Anna knows he can be or he won’t.

And, in “South Pacific,” its authors 
chose not to shy away from the 
issue of racial prejudice as most 
of the rest of the industry — and 
the nation — had, but to take it on 
headfirst. “They Have to be Taught,” 
Lieutenant Cable’s lament, is as 
strong an indictment of hatred and 
injustice as anything produced in 
those unfortunate days, and it is 
thought to have been the determin-

ing factor in awarding Rodgers and 
Hammerstein the Pulitzer Prize for 
the play.

They deserved it. Few writers, of 
any genre or era or medium, have 
as effectively mapped the wide 
sweep of the human experience as 
well. I sometimes encourage my 
students to watch a film version of 
one of their musicals to study the 
pacing of the plot, or just read the 
script and learn from the amazing 
wordsmithing of Oscar Hammer-
stein.

I know. I know. Many folks think 
the musicals and their songs 

are hopelessly dated. That they are 
as corny as Kansas in August. That 
the endings are tied up too conve-
niently. That real people don’t burst 
into song to the accompaniment of 
a full orchestra whenever they feel 
joyous.

But wouldn’t it be nice if, occa-
sionally, they did?

Wouldn’t that, as one of the King’s 
wives sings to Miss Anna in “The 
King and I,” be something wonder-
ful?

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith.
wordpress.com. He is the author of 
“Writer’s Digest’s Write Great Fic-
tion: Description & Setting,” and nine 
other books of fiction and nonfiction.

Rodgers & Hammerstein: A pair of darned good storytellers
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Provoke
7 Cliched currency
14 Cone site
16 Crop duster, e.g.
17 Unhelpful helper
18 Like garden gnomes
19 Subject for a meteorologist
21 Respiration point
22 It’s often twisted

26 Slangy 21-Across
30 Holy recess
34 Holy jurisdiction
35 Rude dude
36 Subject for an oceanographer
39 Summed up
41 Nullified
42 Subject for an electrician
44 French sky
45 Cycle starter?

46 Cry of enlightenment
47 Homecoming cry
48 Kitchenware
50 Formerly floppy medium
53 Subject for a news team ... and a 
description of 19-, 36- or 42-Across?
61 “Hogwash!”
64 Personal __
65 Somewhat
66 Femur or fibula
67 Butterflies on ankles, say
68 Teammate of Duke and Jackie

DOWN
1 “Concord Sonata” composer
2 Lower-class, to Brits
3 Chowder bit
4 China’s DF-31, e.g.
5 Gift of the gifted
6 Opener for Don Quixote?
7 It has big teeth
8 “Gramma” in the comic strip 
“Stone Soup”
9 Chowderhead
10 He was on deck when Blake was 
up
11 “And more” letters
12 Masked drama
13 Crack
15 Space balls
20 Raise
23 The way things stand
24 Atone for
25 Tease
26 Wrong move
27 “Wrong, wrong, wrong!”
28 Get the better of
29 Oklahoma tribe
31 Sonar pulse
32 “The Mikado” weapon, briefly
33 Tube traveler
36 Ceremonial accessory
37 And
38 Diplomacy
40 Gay syllable
43 Teased
47 Long cold spell
49 2013 Masters champ Adam __
51 Airport abbr.
52 Bad bug
54 Biblical connector
55 Move, in real estate lingo
56 Saloon and deli offerings
57 Weird feeling, perhaps
58 Plenty of poetry?
59 Island goose
60 Word with farm or house
61 Stick for 10-Down
62 In the style of
63 Bombed
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
DEER  LION  BEAR  FROG  HARE  GOAT  TOAD  CRAB  MOLE  MULE  NEWT
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• When he was a child, Michael 
Jackson’s father would taunt him 
about his appearance, calling him 
names like “fat-nose.” Michael went 
on to have about four rhinoplasties 
and obsessed over how is face and 
body looked for the rest of his life.

• When she is in London, Queen 
Elizabeth II is awoken by a bagpiper 
playing outside her window.

• Research shows that college 

students who run regularly don’t get 
as stressed during exams as their 
non-running peers.

• Iran has the highest rate of nose 
surgery in the world per capita, 
since the mandatory hijab tend to 
highlight the female face.

• Research shows that late sleep-
ers eat fewer vegetables and more 
fast food, and are less physically 
active than early risers.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    December 26, 2017   THE BULLETIN  Page 15

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may be more energetic 
or competitive than usual in the upcoming week. A partner 
or a friend might inspire you to reach a bit higher in your 
pursuit of material security. Avoid misunderstandings at 
the workplace.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Wrap up your shopping. 
This week you might realize that it is time to tighten up the 
belt and guard your piggy bank from unneeded expendi-
tures. Understand that a close relationship depends upon 
trust and respect.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Hold your horses. 
Put new projects and major purchases on hold during the 
week ahead. It may be necessary to buckle down to focus 
on your job and attaining your goals despite holiday activi-
ties and temptations.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Gather ammunition, 
and you can attain your ambition. During the week ahead, 
work quietly in the background and organize your sched-
ule. Prepare to execute your game plan after the holiday 
celebrations subside.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Nobody’s perfect, but 
some people expect perfection anyway. You may worry 
about exposing your imperfections or flaws in the week 
ahead. Keep your pennies in your piggy bank and avoid 
impulsive spending.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): There may be some 
rust forming on someone’s trust. Doubts could creep in to 
erode a relationship in the early part of the week. If you 
have put your trust in someone or something, it is neces-
sary to have faith.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Dec. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
336, the first recorded celebration 
of Christmas took place in Rome. 
In 1066, William the Conqueror, a 
Norman duke, was crowned king 
of England. In 1776, Gen. George 
Washington and his troops crossed 
the Delaware River for a surprise 
attack on Hessian forces in New 
Jersey during the American Revolu-
tion. 

Dec. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1825, the Erie Canal opened linking 
Albany, N.Y., on the Hudson River 
with Buffalo on Lake Erie. In 1996, 
JonBenet Ramsey, a 6-year-old 
beauty-pageant queen, was found 
beaten and strangled in her home in 
Boulder, Colo. The slaying remains 
unsolved.

Dec. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1900, militant prohibitionist Carry 
Nation walked into the Carey Hotel 
in Wichita, Kansas, and proceeded 
with her first public smashing of a 
bar. In 1932, Radio City Music Hall 
opened in New York.

Dec. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1065, Westminster Abbey opened in 
London. In 1945, Congress officially 
recognized the Pledge of Allegiance.

  Dec. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1170, Archbishop Thomas Becket 
was murdered in Kent, England’s 
Canterbury Cathedral by supporters 
of King Henry II. In 1890, 300 Sioux 
in South Dakota were killed by U.S. 
troops sent to disarm them in what 

became known as the Wounded 
Knee massacre.

Dec. 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1922, Vladimir I. Lenin proclaimed 
establishment of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. In 1973, Alex-
ander Solzhenitsyn published Gulag 
Archipelago, an expose of the brutal 
Soviet prison system.

Dec. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1879, Thomas Edison first dem-
onstrated his electric incandes-
cent light in Menlo Park, N.J. In 
1924, astronomer Edwin Hubble 
announced the existence of distant 
galaxies.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1832, Vice 
President John Calhoun resigned 
over policy disagreements with 
President Andrew Jackson, becom-
ing the first U.S. vice president to 
quit the office.

This week’s question: In 
1987, who was the first female artist 
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): One potato, two pota-
toes. Sometimes you will be hot, and sometimes you 
will be cold as you search for something elusive in the 
week to come. It may be difficult to satisfy a desire to 
form an ideal romantic commitment.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): When nothing suits, 
give it the boot. You may be dissatisfied with purchases 
that are made in the first half of the week. Avoid making 
impulsive purchases and decisions that could impact 
joint resources and long-term goals.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It may be difficult to 
make a good impression when school is in session. 
There may be many lessons to learn in the week 
ahead. You may be pressured to follow the rules and 
do your duty when interacting with other people. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Having fun can be 
hard work. In the week ahead, you may be invited to 
social functions that either involve your job or require 
extra effort on your part. Packing everything into your 
schedule can be a challenge. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may be persuaded to 
mix business with pleasure as the week unfolds. Your 
attention to detail is accentuated making this a good 
time to complete projects or to put finishing touches on 
a personal creative venture.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You may be prompted 
to concentrate on kith and kin during the week ahead. 
The New Moon in Sagittarius may find you preparing 
for visitors by rearranging furniture, clearing out dust 
bunnies or organizing the pantry.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GRUNT  OPERA  UNJUST  ENGULF
Answer: When he asked her if she wanted a new mink coat, she said -- “FUR” SURE

DID YOU KNOW?
• Research shows that the light 

pollution of a large city can trick 
trees into budding up to a week 
early.

• In 1944, Jewish prisoners at a 
Nazi site in Lithuania dug a 115-
foot-long-escape tunnel with only 
their hands and spoons in three 
months.

• Researchers have discovered 
a way to culture cells in a lab and 
produce leather that’s biologically 
identical to that made from animal 
skin.
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