
article in The Salt Lake Tribune, 
black-eyed peas originated in Africa 
and were brought to the New World 
by both Spanish colonists and 
African captured slaves. But, back 
in the days of Southern gentility and 
Northern hostility, the black-eyed 

peas were used only as cattle food. 
In fact, they were known as “cow-
peas.” During the battle of Vicksburg 
in the Civil War, the town was under 
siege for over 40 days. No sup-
plies came in, and the town was 

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY
© 2019

December 31, 2019
Our 26th Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

PLEASE 
TAKE ONE

FREEBulletinThe
Weekly

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin

Like us on Facebook

Jan. 11

(Continued on Page 8)

(Continued on Page 4)

SEE PAGE  9

Fun facts about 
New Year’s 

celebrations

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

SEE PAGE 12

Healthcare 
branch to open at  

B’port College

(Continued on Page 6)

How to stay 
awake on New 

Year’s Eve

Year in review – 
letter to readers

(Continued on Page 7)

Some clues on
life and death

Memories are made of this

Our New Year’s Day traditions, and how they started
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

All my life, I have eaten a meal 
of black-eyed peas, rice, corn-
bread, pork (either ham, pork loin 
or sausage) and cabbage or turnip 
greens on New Year’s Day. I know 
this meal is a Southern tradition, 
and I ALWAYS eat this food, but I 
always wondered what was at the 
root of this tradition. So, I Googled 
it, and what I found out about this 
meal and other New Year’s tradi-
tions was pretty interesting. 

Let’s start out with black-
eyed peas. According to the 

on the verge of starvation. So, the 
people ate the peas, thus starting a 
Southern tradition. We eat the peas 
today on New Year’s Day to bring 
good luck. 

But the eating of black-eyed peas 
goes back further than the Civil 
War. They go back to the days of 
the Pharaoh, and even then, they 
were a symbol of good luck and 
fortune. Even then, the black-eyed 
peas (which are really neither 
peas or beans, but lentils) were an 
inexpensive and humble food and 
eating them would show humil-

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Dear Reader:
Have you ever received one of 

those Christmas cards containing 
an ominously folded piece of typing 
paper? You know, the one where you 
reluctantly open it and are suddenly 
afflicted with an insufferable multi-
paragraph essay detailing the past 
year’s activities of a distant relative 
or forgettable acquaintance.

Hopefully you’re a glutton for 
punishment because you are about 
to read another one – only this time, 
most of you only know me as that 
nut who writes about how his three 
daughters spend all of his cash, 
his wife laughs at him a lot, and his 
pets take turns ruining his lawn and 
carpet.

First, I’m pleased to say that our 
family is currently feeding, hous-

By John Toth
The Bulletin

If you feel bad about dozing off 
on New Year’s Eve before the clock 
strikes midnight, don’t. You’re not 
alone. I tend to do that also. A lot of 
people do.

According to WalletHub, 30% of 
us doze off before the fireworks light 
up the sky, signaling the start of a 
new year.

Home is where the danger lies. 

It’s harder to doze off in clubs. There 
is loud music, dancing, people 
yelling over the music. Chances 
are that you’ll stay awake at one of 
those places.

One year we all went to Houston 
to Discovery Green to rock in the 
new year and “get down tonight” 
with KC and the Sunshine Band. 
It was a great crowd, but minus 
KC and his band. The concert was 
canceled because of rain, even 
though there wasn’t any. It had 
rained during the day, but cleared by 
evening.

I was ready to stay awake listen-
ing to “That’s the Way” and “I’m 

Ramblings

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

So how long are you going to live?
Life expectancy has been in the 

news lately because, unfortunately, 
the lifespan of Americans is getting 
shorter. While improving in many 

countries, the lifespan of Americans 
has dropped from 78.9 years in 
2014 to 78.6 in 2017.  That doesn’t 
seem like much, but it is the longest 
sustained decline in a century.

The U.S. is now 43rd in world life 
expectancy rankings. 

The View from My Seat
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What states stay warm in winter?

Hottest in January

During December, January and February, large cities with the warmest cli-
mates in the United States are in Florida. Just slightly cooler are urban areas 
along California’s Pacific coast and in southern Arizona and Texas.

The season’s hottest temperatures are at Florida’s southernmost city, 
Miami. Nearly every winter day in Miami reaches at least 60 degrees Fahren-
heit (15 °C). The city’s temperature climbs into the 80s on 40 percent of the 
days in December, January and February.

The high rise city-state landscape 
of Singapore lies between Malaysia 
and Indonesia just one degree north 
of the equator. 

It experiences a tropical/
equatorial climate meaning consis-
tent temperatures all year round, 
high levels of humidity, and plenty 
of rainfall.

January is Singapore’s coolest 
month, although you will have to 
battle with the 86°F heat in com-
bination with humidity levels that 
average at 85%.

There are two main monsoon 
seasons in Singapore, and Janu-
ary lies in the Northeast Monsoon 
Season which has both wet and dry 
phases. January lies in the former 
phase, with continuous heavy 
rainfall in the afternoons and early 
evenings averaging a total of 9.7 
inches for the month.



the trade in ivory is conducted on 
the black market – but it has been 
estimated that over half of China’s 
current supply of ivory may have 
come from woolly mammoth tusks.  
In 2015, a single carved tusk weigh-
ing 200 pounds was sold in Hong 
Kong for $3.5 million.”
The fabric of a heart attack
Q. How did an upholsterer’s 

observation of the pattern of chair-
wear in a cardiologist’s waiting room 
provide insight into type A personal-
ity?

A. After taking one look at the 
chairs with the front two inches of 
the seat cushion and the arm rests 
totally shredded, the new uphol-
sterer asked, “What’s wrong with 
your patients? Nobody wears out 
chairs this way.” The patients in 
the waiting room were “waiting to 
find out the bad news …, literally 
sitting on the edge of their seats and 
clawing and squirming,” says Steve 
Mirsky in “Scientific American” 
magazine. “You don’t find chairs like 
these in a podiatrist’s office.” At the 
time, cardiologist Meyer Friedman 
dismissed the comments, but five 
years later, when he and his partner 
Ray Rosenman were collaborating 
with psychologists, out popped the 
type A profile: “time-pressured, hos-
tile, poor self-esteem, joyless striv-
ing.”  “Oh, my God. The upholsterer, 
he was right.”

According to neurobiologist 
Robert Sapolsky, type A “is a bigger 
risk factor for cardiovascular dis-
ease, than if you smoke, if you are 
overweight, or if you have elevated 
cholesterol levels.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Teach your little children
Q. From dolphins to redwoods, 

species learn from and rely on their 
parents.  Explain, please.

A. “All around the world, on every 
continent and in every sea, wisdom 
is flowing from mature adults to 
the less experienced,” says Gary 
Ferguson in “Discover” maga-
zine.  Meerkats are teaching their 
young how to handle the scorpions 
they relish without getting stung; 
wolf leaders guide younger pack 
members across rugged mountains 
and show them how best to hunt elk 
without getting kicked.

In the frigid waters of the Arctic, 
three adult orcas come together 
side by side, about 50 yards away 
from their prey — a sea lion on a 
small ice floe. Swimming in unison, 
they submerge together just feet 
from the edge of the floe, creating a 
line of big, fast-moving waves that 
knock the sea lion into the water. “A 
young whale is nearby, watching all 
this unfold.”

And, adds Ferguson, maturity 
can be equally valuable in the plant 
kingdom. For example, beneath the 
oldest, tallest coastal redwoods of 
Northern California are perhaps 10 
miles of tiny fungal strands woven 
through the soil, enabling the trees 

to communicate. Forest ecologist 
Suzanne Sinard found that the 
biggest, most vibrant networks are 
between elders and their young 
relatives, with older trees even scal-
ing back their own root structure to 
give the others more room to grow.  
Moreover, a sick or dying elder 
tree will send doses of its carbon 
to the saplings and may also help 
stimulate their defense mecha-
nisms, increasing their survival rates 
three or four times more than less 
connected seedlings.

The cubic zirconia of ivory
Q. Ivory – the material compris-

ing elephant and walrus tusks – has 
been prized for thousands of years. 
It has been carved into combs 
and brush handles, chess pieces, 
impossibly intricate Chinese sculp-
tures, piano keys and pool balls. 
Demand remains strong, especially 
in Asia. But elephants and wal-
ruses are a dwindling resource, 
potentially threatened with extinc-
tion. So another animal source has 
emerged. Can you name it?

A. The woolly mammoth, already 
extinct, notes Kassia St. Clair in her 
book “The Secret Lives of Color.” 
“As the glaciers and icebergs melt 
across the arctic tundra, woolly 
mammoth carcasses have emerged 
in the thousands. Exact figures 
are hard to come by – so much of 

 75% OFF
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I’M A WEALTHY NIGERIAN PRINCE, BUT I NEED YOUR 
HELP: An internet fraudster was sentenced to 24 years in a prison in 
Lagos, Nigeria, but the authorities failed to deny him access to a com-
puter. As a result, he was able to “continue to ply his ignoble trade,” and 
masterminded a “mega scam” with a network of accomplices that netted 
at least a million dollars from unsuspecting online victims.

BE HONEST, DO THESE JEANS MAKE ME LOOK FAT?: A 
woman tried to steal eight pairs of jeans from a store in Venezuela by 
going into the ladies’ room and putting all of them on, one on top of the 
other.

SARGE, RUN A CHECK ON THE REGISTRATION 
‘BREWSKI47’: A man was arrested for his fourth drunk driving offense 
in Chippewa Falls., Wisc., as well as attaching fake license plates which 
were actually carefully hand-painted pieces of cardboard taken from the 
sides of a case of Hamms beer.

FIRST, ADMIT YOU HAVE A PROBLEM: A drunk driver, who 
was on his way to court in Tempe, Ariz., to face a previous drunk driving 
charge, crashed his car into a gas pump, setting off an explosion and fire 
at a gas station in Chandler.

YOU’VE GOT THE WRONG GUY, OFFICER, I SWEAR: A man 
being hunted by police for multiple shoplifting offenses in Derbyshire, 
England, tried to alter his appearance to fool officers by donning a pair 
of glasses. They soon spotted him on the street and recognized him 
immediately as he had done nothing to disguise his “massive ears and 
neck tattoo.”

I HATE TO KISS AND TELL: Police came to the scene of an acci-
dent in which a man’s car veered off the road and into a field in Peoria, 
Ill. The driver explained that the reason they could smell liquor on his 
breath was because he had earlier been “making out” with his girlfriend, 
and it was her, not him, who had been drinking.

THEY’LL NEVER KNOW IT WAS ME: After climbing over the 
fence at an impound lot in Onalaska, Wisc., to retrieve his 2019 Nissan 
Altima, a man got into an impounded Porsche, started it up and rammed 
it into the fence, creating a large hole. He then drove his car through it 
and into the night, but was arrested an hour later in Minnesota.

THAT’S NOT WHAT IT SAYS ON THE COMPLAINT, SIR: A 
man, who tried and failed to kill two police officers who came to his home 
in Des Moines, Iowa, after  a report of his “odd behavior,” was brought to 
court where he told the judge, “I am Jesus.” The hearing lasted for about 
one minute, and he was returned to his cell.

PLEASE DON’T TELL MY MOM: A 14-year-old girl and one of 
her friends led state troopers on a high-speed chase through Puyallup, 
Wash. They took off at 100 mph after police tried to pull over their SUV, 
and it ended when spike strips were deployed, causing the vehicle to 
crash. They got out and ran, but it didn’t last long.

Your Boogie Man,” but no such luck. 
Instead, we hung around and waited 
for the laser light show to start, 
which was actually pretty good. No 
fireworks, though, probably because 
of the rain threat. 

But many years we just stay 
home, where it’s warm, safe and 

comfortable, on New Year’s Eve. If 
you are one of us and have trouble 
staying awake until midnight, here 
are some suggestions.

• Don’t lie down on the couch. 
They are big sleeping pills, at least 
ours are. I have tried to stay awake 
on them, but no luck so far. Sitting 
up is good, but if you lie down, you 

won’t wake up until the next decade.
• Don’t watch TV. Listen to it while 

you do something else, or you’ll be 
in dreamland in no time. I know that 
those people on TV are having a lot 
of fun partying down while us home-
bodies are struggling to keep our 
eyes open, but you are not there. 
It’s not the same.

• Don’t ask anyone to wake you 
up right before midnight. That’s 
cheating. It’s like jumping into a 
marathon right before the finish 
line and claiming first place. (That’s 
about the only way I would run a 
marathon).

While everyone else in the room 
is getting ready with their noisemak-
ers, champagne and preparing to 
hug each other as the clock nears 
midnight, you’ll still be trying to 
wake up and asking people what 
day it is.

• If you’re like me, don’t drink 
alcohol. A couple of drinks have the 

same effect on me as lying down on 
the sleeping pill couch. I’m down for 
the count and staying down. 

• Don’t read a book, magazine, 
newspaper or any other paper with 
print on it (except for The Bulletin). 
Reading at night is another sleeping 
pill. From one page to the next, I’m 
snoring with reading glasses still on 
and the book by my side without a 
page marker. This also applies to 
Kindle E-Readers.

• Instead, play cards and board 

games while listening to music with 
a good, fast beat, like “Shake Your 
Booty” by KC and the Sunshine 
Band. (I still can’t get over that it 
wasn’t raining that evening, and we 
missed out on one of the biggest 
bands of the ‘70s.)

Don’t forget to make a New 
Year’s resolution. Sixty-seven 
percent of us do, although only 8% 
achieve our goals, says WalletHub.

My resolution is to last until mid-
night on New Year’s Eve.

How to stay awake when staying home New Year’s Eve
(Continued from Page 1)
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Trek into the next decade on a First Day Hike at a Texas State Park
AUSTIN — Kick off the next 

decade of adventures at a Texas 
State Park by participating in a First 
Day Hike. This New Year’s Day, 
Texas State Parks will host a variety 
of programs for the whole family to 
enjoy.

First Day Hikes at Texas’ state 
parks and natural areas aim to help 
visitors commit to their New Year’s 
resolutions to get healthy.

“This has become such a fun 
event for our teams in state parks, 
and we are once again looking 
forward to starting off the new year 
with our visitors on the trail.,” says 
Justin Rhodes, Deputy Director of 
Texas State Parks. “Whether you 
are a novice hiker or seasoned 
pro, early riser or night owl, beach 
enthusiast or mountaineer, alone or 
with your family and friends, you are 
likely to find the perfect opportunity 

to start the year in a state park.”
The First Day Hikes events range 

from strolls on scenic trails, midnight 
walks, polar plunges, bike rides, and 
short treks with four-legged family 
members to more strenuous hikes 
for experienced visitors.

Last year, 77 state parks hosted 

First Day Hike events across 
Texas. More than 3,900 participants 
walked, paddled and biked 7,086 
miles at a Texas State Park. Find 
a complete list of this year’s First 
Day Hike events on the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department’s calendar 
page.
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ity and would save those who ate 
them from the wrath of the heavens 
because of any personal vanity they 
might have. 

So what about the rest of the food 
that is traditionally eaten on New 
Year’s Day? 

Generally, they all bring you 
money or luck in the New Year. If 
you eat black-eyed peas, you gen-
erally eat them with some kind of 
pork. The black-eyed peas (in many 
cultures) have been considered 
good luck, as I have already dis-
cussed. The hog, and thus its meat, 
is also considered lucky because it 
symbolizes prosperity. 

Cabbage or turnip or mustard 
greens are considered a sign of 
prosperity as they symbolize paper 
currency. Rice is also considered 
a “lucky” food. And you should eat 
corn bread because if symbolizes 
gold. Looks like my mom covered all 
the bases. I’ll keep up the tradition. 

The celebration of the 
New Year is the oldest of all 
holidays? It was first observed 
in ancient Babylon about 4000 
years ago. Around 2000 BC, the 

Babylonian New Year began with 
the first New Moon (the first visible 
crescent) after the Vernal Equinox 
- the first day of spring. That would 
be the logical time to start a new 
year, huh? It is, after all, the season 
of rebirth and planting crops. But 
our celebrating the New Year Jan. 1 

has no astronomical or agricultural 
significance – it’s just a date. The 
Babylonian New Year celebration 
lasted for 11 days, and each day 
had its own particular celebration. I 
guess our New Year celebrations, 
though wild at times, would not 
hold a candle to the Babylonians. 

Romans continued to observe the 
New Year – but late in March. Their 
calendar, though, was continually 
changed by different emperors so it 
was soon out of sync with the sun. 
In order to set things right, the 153 
BC Roman Senate declared Jan. 1 
to be the beginning of the New Year. 
But the calendar was still tampered 
with until Julius Caesar in 46 BC 
came up with the Julian calendar. It 
again set Jan. 1 as the New Year. 

The early Roman Catholic 
Church condemned celebrating the 
New Year and the wild festivities 
as paganism. But, as Christian-
ity became more widespread, the 
early church started having its own 
religious observances concurrently 
with many of the pagan celebrations 
– New Year’s Day was no different. 
During the Middle Ages, the Church 
remained opposed to celebrating 
New Years, and as a result, Jan. 1 
has been celebrated as a holiday by 
Western nations for only about 400 
years.

You know how we all see 
the New Year represented 
as a baby in diapers? Well, this 
tradition began in Greece around 
600 BC. Their tradition at the start of 
a new year was to celebrate Diony-

sus, their god of wine, by parading a 
baby in a basket. This represented 
the annual rebirth of that god as 
the spirit of fertility. Early Egyptians 
also used a baby as their symbol 
of rebirth each year. The early 
Christians denounced the practice 
of using a baby as a symbol of the 
new year, citing paganism. But the 
popularity of the baby used as a 
symbol of rebirth forced them to 
change their position, and they 
finally allowed its members to 
celebrate the New Year with a baby 
– which they said symbolized the 
birth of the baby Jesus. And the use 
of a baby with a New Year’s banner 
came to the United States through 
German immigrants. 

While some might not think the 
practice of eating black-eyed peas, 
cabbage, cornbread, rice, and pork 
brings good luck, I figure – what the 
heck? It can’t hurt, I can start the 
diet tomorrow, and we all can use all 
the good luck and prosperity.  After 
all, thousands of years of tradition 
are there for a reason, and who am 
I to break with tradition?

(Jan wants to hear from you. Write 
her in care of The Bulletin. Email: 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. Snail mail: The Bul-
letin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Why we eat black eyed peas and some other traditions
(Continued from Page 1)
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Using statistics from the CIA, the 
Office of Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OCED) and the 
Center for Disease Control and 
compiled by Simply Insurance, here 
is a look at some fascinating statis-
tics that provide insight into what is 
happening in this country. 

What about us? The life 
expectancy of a person born in 
Texas today is 78.5 years, slightly 
below the U.S. average of 78.6. 
Texans have the same life expec-
tancy as someone born in Albania.  

Brazoria County residents rank 
about 61st in life expectancy of the 
254 counties in Texas. Fort Bend 
County has the third best life expec-
tancy, and Liberty and Polk counties 
rank near the bottom.

Want to live longer?  Move to 
Monaco. The lucky residents there 
live almost nine years longer than 
Americans. Money may not buy 
happiness, but apparently it can buy 
good health.

Want to stay healthy in the 
United States?  Move to Hawaii, 
where the life expectancy at birth is 

81.5 years. Women in Hawaii are 
the longest living Americans at 84.3 
years.

Where not to move: Missis-
sippi has the lowest life expectancy 
of any state at 74.6 years. Men 
in Mississippi have the lowest life 
expectancy at 71.4 years. Ameri-
cans living in much of the South 
lead shorter lives than the rest 
of the country. Believe it or not, 
residents of Mississippi, Alabama, 
West Virginia and Kentucky all have 
shorter life expectancies than the 
people of war-ravaged Syria. 

What about gender? In 
almost every country, women outlive 
men. The U.S. is no exception. 
Women outlive men in the U.S. by 
about 5 years. Women in Brazoria 
County outlive men by about 4 
years. 

What about ethnicity?  
Asian-Americans have the longest 
life expectancy at 86.5 years.  
Latino Americans average 82.8 
years; white Americans 78.9 years; 
Native Americans 76.9 years; and 
African Americans 74.4 years.

About 60 percent of the 11-year 

gap between Asian Americans and 
African Americans was caused by 
heart disease, cancer, homicide, 
diabetes and mental health condi-
tions.

What are the leading 
causes of death?  Heart disease 
and cancer together cause four 
times as many deaths as all other 
leading causes. It is important to 
note, however, that the death rates 
from heart disease and cancer have 
not changed much.

So, what is causing the 
decline in life expectancy? 
Obesity, substance abuse and 
despair appear to be the main 
reasons for the decline.

The obesity rate in this country is 
the highest of the 44 OCED nations. 
The rate rose from 37.06 to 40.59 
percent between 2014-2017. The 
average OECD rate is 19.5. Japan’s 
rate is 4.2. Being 40 pounds over-
weight cuts off three years of life 
expectancy. 

U.S. overdose rates per 100,000 
increased from 13.8 to 21.7 
between 2014 and 2017. Males 
between 25 and 54 were particularly 

hard hit, and West Virginia, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania were the states 
with the highest overdose death 
rates.

The suicide rate per 100,000 
Americans increased from 10.5 to 
14.0 from 1999-2017. The suicide 
rate was 1.8 times higher in rural 
counties than in urban counties 
and men are four times more likely 
than women to commit suicide. The 
suicide rate among white Americans 
is twice that of African Americans.

It’s better to be rich: A study 
by the Journal of the American 
Medical Association found each 
step you climb on the income ladder 
will consistently have a significant 
impact of your health. And this is 
true in every state. With a 10-year 
life expectancy gap between rich 
and poor, D.C., our nation’s capital, 
has the biggest disparity. 

What do all these numbers 

add up to? It is clear that our 
country has a lot of work to do in 
terms of lowering obesity rates, 
improving diets, and abusing drugs.  
And, of course, there is the issue 
of health insurance. Texas has 17 
percent of its population uninsured, 
the most of any state. Massachu-
setts has the fewest uninsured at 
2.8 percent. 

While our politicians in the coming 
year intensify the political debate 
over health care, these statistics 
show there are a lot of things we 
can do as individuals. Let’s make 
some New Year’s resolutions … and 
keep them. 

Surely, we can do better than 
Albania. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Life expectancy in U.S. depends on wealth, habits, diet
(Continued from Page 1)

Read us at http://mybulletinnewspaper.com
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Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree 
that advertising in The Bulletin is good 
for your business. Call (979) 849-5407

ing, medicating and dodging the 
droppings of one less semi-domes-
ticated creature – and I don’t mean 
one of my daughters. 2019 saw the 
untimely demise of Nibbles – the 
hamster to end all hamsters, at least 
for us. Nibbles was one in a series 
of small rodents who have lived 
with us over the years – including 
a family of birdseed-glutted roof 
rats who once set up housekeep-
ing in the walls of our laundry room 
(and didn’t even have the common 
courtesy to do an occasional load of 
whites).

My youngest daughter did have a 
hard time grappling with the harsh 
reality of Nibbles’ death – for about 
three minutes. But she was soon 
comforted by the nurturing balm of 
watching other people play video 
games on YouTube while I rever-
ently laid Nibbles to rest in a toilet 
paper tube under the trampoline. In 
case you’re wondering, we still have 
two dogs, a cat, two hedgehogs, a 
horse, and a veterinarian who has a 
framed photo of me on his desk.

Our middle daughter has spent 
much of her spare time this year at 
church youth activities – when she’s 
not hanging out with her boyfriend, 
whom, incidentally, she met at 
church – which I’m sure God thinks 
is hilarious. But despite my distaste 
for the thought of her sharing a 

pew with another male figure other 
than the Holy Spirit Himself, I can’t 
really blame her – considering that 
I met my wife in Sunday school. I’m 
pretty sure the lesson that day was 
on whether or not Adam had a belly 
button, but all I could think about 
was how psyched I was that he 
gave up that rib.

On a less spiritual note, my 
eldest and most expensive daugh-
ter earned her driver’s license in 
2019 and has been enjoying not 
running any useful errands for my 
wife and me. This is because she 
is constantly driving to various 
extracurricular practices or lessons 
that usually require a costly detour 
to Target and/or Starbucks. Speak-
ing of costly detours, as a first-year 
driver, she is still learning to keep 
her bumpers to herself and has 
had a couple of fender-benders, to 
which I reacted by calmly assuring 
her that her safety is all that matters 
(and that I offer very reasonable 
interest rates on insurance deduct-
ibles and premium surcharges to be 
collected over the remainder of her 
natural life).

My wife spent 2019 in her usual 
kind and tolerant way – by not 
running away to Tonga or having 
me involuntarily committed. She 
remains the dignified, mature, even-
tempered, and prudent bedrock of 
our family – and she’s a heck of a 

lot better-looking than bedrock. In 
addition to maintaining her impec-
cable character, she allowed the 
girls and me to accompany her on 
several business trips she took to 
fun locations this year – and she 
even brought us back home with 
her. I really don’t know what we 
would do without her – other than 
live in a Maytag box and slowly 
starve to death.

Overall, 2019 has been a great 
year for our family, and I can only 
hope that you, too, can look back on 
this past year as one with a limited 
number of pet burials and insurance 
claims.

Until next time – happy holidays 
to all, and to all a reasonable vet 
bill!

Copyright 2019 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East 
Texas. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.

Nibbles didn’t make it, but 2019 was otherwise great
(Continued from Page 1)

K is for koekje
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Fun facts about New Year’s traditions, celebrations
• The first New Year’s Eve 

party in Times Square occurred 
in 1904, and was a celebration 
of The New York Times’s new 
headquarters. The Times tower 
was the second-tallest build-
ing in Manhattan then. The 
celebration involved a street 
festival that lasted all day and 
ended in a show of fireworks. 

More than 200,000 people 
were in attendance.

• While the tradition of a 
Times Square New Year’s 
Eve celebration dates back to 
1904, the ball was not dropped 
at this event until 1907. The 
first Ball weighed 700 pounds 
and had a diameter of 5 feet. It 
was constructed out of wood 

with 100 light bulbs on it.
The tradition has con-

tinued in Times Square, 
except for 1942 and 1943, 
due to wartime restrictions.

• The first time that a ball 
descended as a symbol 
of time passing, it was 
not for the New Year, and 
it was in England in 1833 
at the Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich. The ball 
dropped daily at 1 p.m. 
so that captains could set 
their chronometers, a navi-
gation instrument.

• In Italy, people wear red 
underwear on New Year’s 
Day to bring good luck all 
year long.

• In Colombia, Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, some families 
stuff a large doll, which is 
called Mr. Old Year, with 
memories from the past 
year. They dress him in 
clothes, and at midnight, he 
is set ablaze, thus burning 
away the bad memories.

• The top three places 
to celebrate are Las 
Vegas, Disney World and 
of course, New York City. 
Internationally, one of the 
biggest celebrations is in 
Sydney, Australia. More 
than 80,000 fireworks are lit 
from Harbour Bridge.

• More vehicles are 
stolen on New Year’s Day 
than any other holiday, 
according to the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau.

• The top 10 resolutions 
are to lose weight; eat 
healthily; exercise more; 
stop smoking; stick to a 
budget; save money; get 
organized; be patient; find 
a better job and to just be a 
better person over all.
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As Boeing halts Max output, Airbus can’t build jets fast enough
By Siddharth Philip
Bloomberg News (TNS)

LONDON — As Boeing Co. halts 
production of its beleaguered 737 
Max, global rival Airbus SE is grap-
pling with a very different problem: 
speeding output of its rival narrow-
body.

So-called “stretch” versions of the 
A320neo jet have sparked an order 
frenzy as airlines snap them up to 
replace costly twin-aisle planes on 
longer routes or cram in seats on 
shorter legs. But to achieve that 
flexibility Airbus has had to offer a 
wide range of cabin layouts that’s 
made assembly far more complex.

Slower build rates on the top-
priced A321 variant mean that the 
European company needs to lift 
deliveries 75% this month compared 
with November to meet full-year 
production targets. 

It’s a vital challenge for Airbus 
— not only to consolidate its 
advantage over a flailing Boeing, 
but also to maximize returns from its 
most expensive narrow-bodies as 
demand peaks for even more-lucra-
tive wide-body models.

“The A321 matters because as 
a stretch it should be by far the 
highest-margin aircraft of the Airbus 
narrow-bodies,” said Sash Tusa, 
an analyst at Agency Partners in 
London. The increased popularity of 

single-aisle planes on longer routes 
could mean they come to account 
for three-quarters of the total value 
of planes delivered in a given year, 
up from 50% previously, he added.

Airbus is targeting 860 deliveries 
across its airliner range for 2019, 20 
fewer than the initial goal after the 
company acknowledged in October 
that its plants were behind schedule. 
Each missed jet will wipe at least 10 
million euros ($11 million) off profit, 
Citi Research analyst Charles Armit-
age estimates.

While that’s a big hit, the delays 
could have wider ramifications 
— potentially stymieing future 
orders for a model that’s already 
booked out until 2024 with a back-
log of 6,193 planes.

Airbus Chief Executive Officer 
Guillaume Faury has already said 
that A320-series output won’t 
properly be back on track until 2021, 
by which time production is due to 
reach 63 aircraft a month from 60 
now.

Responding to questions from 
Bloomberg, Airbus said meeting the 
135-plane December goal will be 
“challenging” but that the company 
is counting on jets that were already 
close to complete at the end of last 
month to swell handovers.

Demand for the A321neo planes 
has been “much higher than we 

originally anticipated,” a spokesman 
said, with a jet that once accounted 
for just 10% of A320-series demand 
now constituting 40% of sales and 
growing.

Orders got a further shot in the 
arm with the launch of an extra-
long-range or XLR upgrade in June. 
United Airlines this month agreed 
to buy 50 of the planes, joining a 
customer base that also includes 
American Airlines Group Inc. and 
JetBlue Airways Corp.

To be sure, Airbus has faced a 
year-end race to hit delivery targets 
before, with assembly-line staff 
working through the holidays to 
hand over 127 jets in both Decem-
ber 2018 and 2017.

Those delays were focused on 
glitches with jet engines at suppli-
ers. This December’s challenge is a 
different one, concerning the pace 
of cabin installation at Airbus’s A321 
assembly site in Hamburg.

At the heart of the holdups is the 
Airbus Cabin Flex option that allows 
airlines to choose from A321 layouts 
ranging from a high-density econ-
omy configuration accommodating 
240 people at India’s Indigo to 102 
seats in four classes — including 
flat-bed berths, as American has 
specified.

The combinations require 
changes to the location, layout and 

number of emergency exits and 
even galleys and toilets. Airbus 
says it has hired over 1,000 people 
for the Hamburg line and added 20 
robots to improve efficiency.

The long-range A321LR entered 
service a year ago, while the XLR, 
launched at the Paris Air Show in 
June, is set for its first delivery in 
2023. The new plane, with a range 
of 4,700 nautical miles, has a list 
price of more than $140 million, 

compared with $108 million for the 
baseline A320neo.

Airbus’s long-term fix should 
come in the form of a new assembly 
line, likely to be located on the site 
of an A380 superjumbo facility in 
Toulouse, France, that’s due to be 
closed in 2021 as the double-decker 
ends production. The site will most 
likely be devoted to the A321neo 
and its variants in order to ease the 
pressure on its Hamburg plant.

Community Health Network to open 
facility on Brazosport College campus

 With the goal of making quality 
health care accessible to everyone, 
Community Health Network will be 
opening a facility on the Brazosport 
College campus in Lake Jackson.

The Brazosport College CHN 
Health Center, scheduled to open 
in February of 2020, will be an 
outpatient healthcare facility and 
will provide a variety of services, 
including adult medicine, chronic 
care management, behavioral 
health and women’s health, among 
other services. The Brazosport Col-
lege center will be available for BC 
students, faculty and staff.

Individuals with family incomes 

below 200 percent of the federal 
poverty level are eligible for sliding 
scale fees. Medicaid, Medicare, 
CHIP and most private insurances 
are accepted. Individuals who have 
no insurance and are eligible for 
discounted services may be placed 
in a discounted fee group based 
on their family size and household 
income.

Community Health Network does 
not turn anyone away due to an 
inability to pay and serves approxi-
mately 17,000 individuals per year.

For more information about the 
Brazosport College CHN Health 
Center, call (281) 824-1480.

Community Health Network CEO Mark Young, left, and Brazosport 
College President Dr. Millicent Valek recently signed an agreement to 
bring a Community Health Network facility to the Brazosport College 
campus. With the goal of making quality health care accessible to 
everyone regardless of their ability to pay, the Brazosport College 
CHN Health Center will provide a variety of services, including adult 
medicine, chronic care management, behavioral health and women’s 
health, among other services.

The first 25 years of The Bulletin have been a lot of fun. Our 
goal is to make the next 25 years the same or even better. 

Thank you for your support.
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Some of the dirtiest things you touch
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

At this time of year, cold and flu 
season mixes with holiday shop-
ping, parties and travel. That means 
extra opportunities to share holiday 
cheer — and germs and viruses. 
However, you may be surprised by 
how germ-filled common objects 
and places are that you encounter 
every day along the way.

Most people aren’t aware they 
are doing it. They touch their faces 
between three to 30 times an hour. 
The problem, says Dr. Gregory 
Poland, is what they touch before-
hand often is riddled with germs.

“Bathroom faucets, door handles, 
escalator rails, computer terminals, 
anything that is commonly touched 
by the public.”

But how germ-filled are common 
objects? Let’s start with money.

“Bad but not highly transmis-
sible,” he says.

Touch screens, devices and 
phones?

“Bad.”
Restaurant menus?
“Really bad.”
Doorknob handles?
“Really, really bad.”
What about computer key-

boards?
“Those have been shown over 

and over again to be really grossly 
contaminated,” says Dr. Poland.

These common surfaces aren’t 
just gross. They can be a vehicle 
to spread cold and flu viruses, and 
make us sick. Dr. Poland offers 
these suggestions to combat germ-
filled objects:

“First, keep your hands out of 
your eyes, nose and mouth. Second 
is either wash your hands with soap 
and water, or use hand sanitizer.”

And make sure you get your 
annual flu vaccine.

Millions sickened across America as flu season ramps up
New York Daily News (TNS)

The flu virus continues to spread 
across the U.S. with millions of 
illnesses estimated by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

According to the CDC, an esti-
mated 3.7 million people have had 
the flu already this year with 32,000 
requiring hospitalization.

Nearly 2,000 people, includ-
ing 19 children, have died so far, 
reported the CDC.

There is elevated flu activity in 
nearly every state, and 30 states 
report the virus as widespread.

Tamiflu and Xofluza and other 
antiviral medications have shown 
to be 99% effective against the flu 
viruses the CDC has tested.

Experts are encouraging people 
to get the flu shot if they still 
haven’t. The vaccine is safe for 
anyone over 6 months of age, 
asserts the CDC.

After getting the shot, it is 
recommended people cover their 
mouths and noses when coughing 
and sneezing and washing hands 
regularly with soap and water.

Texas poacher fined $53K for killing elk in Colorado backyard
The Kansas City Star (TNS)

A Texas poacher caught with 
a headless elk on the property 
of a Colorado resident was fined 
$53,000, wildlife officials say.

An Evergreen, Colo., resident 
spotted a hunter with the dead elk 
and called the sheriff’s office for 
help in September 2018. When 
three deputies who went to the 
home approached him, the hunter, 
dressed in camouflage, ran away, 
officials say.

But he left hunting equipment 
stashed in some bushes and 
backpacks — which had “identify-
ing information” and his cellphone 
inside, officials say.

That turned out to be a big break 
in the case.

Wildlife officers searched nearby 
areas, where they suspected a 
poacher might hunt and found a 
bicycle, compound bow, backpack, 

clothing and the head of the elk.
They used this evidence to 

learn how the poacher operated. 
Based on an investigation, offi-

cers determined that he likely hid 
hunting equipment, then returned 
to the area on a bicycle to prevent 
residents from being suspicious. 
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By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

Over the years, I’ve somewhat 
softened my position on sabermet-
rics.

Baseball’s analytics crowd puts 
out some valuable information, 
although most of it remains beyond 
comprehension. For example, 
no one truly understands EqA, a 
batters’ equivalent average that 

measures hitter independent of 
ballpark and league effects. VORP, 
a players’ value over his replace-
ment, is a mystery. These formulas 
belong in high school math, not at 
the old ballpark.

Annoyingly, sabermetricians 
have a holier-than-thou attitude 
toward dinosaur fans like me. The 
most self-satisfied of them might be 
surprised to learn that they haven’t 

invented sliced bread.
The first sabermetrician was 

second baseman Johnny “the Crab” 
Evers, who developed his baseball 
theories more than 100 years ago 
when he was a vital cog in the Chi-
cago Cubs’ 1907 and 1908 World 
Series championship teams. Evers 
earned his nickname because of 
the way he slid across the infield to 
gobble up hot ground balls, and also 

because of his rotten personality. 
The 5-foot-9, 125-pound crab - part 
of the brilliant Tinker-to-Evers-to-
Chance double play combination 
- had a nasty disposition, and was 
often at odds with opponents, team-
mates and umpires.

Evers, considered one of the 
headiest players of his or any other 
era, parsed baseball statistics 
before the first radio broadcast, long 
before television, and eons before 
computers became a fixture in every 
American home. Evers 
operated differently. 
After the games and 
gorging on candy bars 
to keep his mind keen, 
Evers took pencil to 
paper, and charted piv-
otal plays in that day’s 
contest. Every night, 
the bedside compan-
ions of the obsessive 
Evers were baseball 
rule books, the evening 
editions of the daily 
newspapers with the 
day’s final box scores, 
and baseball’s bible, the Sporting 
News.

When Evers co-authored “Touch-
ing Second,” first published in 
1912, his book included numerous 
geometric diagrams designed to 
show how fielders should position 
themselves for batters in different 
hitting situations. Evers, baseball’s 
first student of the inside game, 
insisted that the percentages of 
getting a batter out must be based 
on “defensive angles.” The book’s 
subtitle, which includes references 
to “the science of baseball” and “its 
development into an exact math-
ematical sport,” reveals a lot about 
Evers’ commitment to analytics.

As Evers wrote: The more 
intensely baseball is studied, “The 
geometry of the game becomes 
more complex. As Mr. Euclid, who 
invented diamonds would say: ‘If 
X covers 24 feet with his arms and 

legs and 18 with his brain, Y, the 
baserunner is out provided Z, the 
umpire does not call him safe.”

Evers was clutch when it mat-
tered most. In both the 1907 and 
1908 World Series, he hit .350. After 
being traded to the Boston Braves 
in 1914, Evers hit .438 in the World 
Series against the Philadelphia 
Athletics.

Evers displayed his leadership 
qualities that year as the Braves, 
25-40 on July 4, rallied to win the 

pennant and swept the 
heavily favored A’s. By 
that time, Evers was 
baseball’s highest paid 
player, $11,000, and the 
Chalmers Award winner, 
the equivalent of today’s 
Most Valuable Player. 
Later, Evers had two 
stints at managing the 
Cubs, and one with the 
crosstown White Sox. 
Along with Rick Renteria 
a century later, Evers 
is one of two men who 
managed both Chicago 

franchises.
In 1946, the Hall of Fame elected 

all three of the famous early 20th 
century Cubs infielders - Tinker, 
Evers and first baseman, Frank 
Chance, the “Peerless Leader.” By 
that time, Evers had reconciled with 
Tinker. Despite their smooth-as-silk 
fielding and their shared determina-
tion to Cubs’ winning, the two had 
an acrimonious personal relation-
ship, and didn’t speak for years.

One year later at age 65 and 
after suffering a stroke that left him 
debilitated for life, an emotionally 
and physically exhausted Evers 
died in Albany, New York. But not 
before paving the way for today’s 
sabermetricians.

Joe Guzzardi is a Society for 
American Baseball Research and 
Internet Baseball Writers Asso-
ciation member. Contact Joe at 
guzzjoe@yahoo.com.

Johnny ‘The Crab’ Evers, the father of baseball sabermetrics

Tips on how to get a fresh start into the new decade
By Barton Goldsmith
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Here are some other ideas about 
to make changes in 2020.

• Believe in fresh starts. Most 
people either have that attitude 
or would like to have it. Make it a 
reality for yourself by adopting a 
fresh-start mindset. Everything is 
new again, and you get a psychic 
do-over on Jan. 1.

• See your resolutions as a 
growth process. Making a list of the 

changes you want to see in your life 
is a good way to start off the new 
year and knowing that you don’t 
have to do them all at once also 
helps.

• Let go of past resentments. I 
do this every year. For most of us, 
everyday living can sometimes 
trigger bad memories. And even if 
you’re in the habit of regularly letting 
go of negative emotions, an annual 
purge won’t hurt.

• Prepare for the year ahead. It 

may be a good time to do some 
financial planning, like creating a 
budget or getting your taxes going. 
Squaring away as much of your 
financial burden as you can at the 
start of the year will make the rest 
easier.

• Choose a healthy lifestyle. This 
isn’t a one-time thing but rather an 
ongoing choice and attitude toward 
life. It’s all about balance and 
making decisions that you just know 
are good for you.
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and hands as examples), God’s 
people are on a journey as His 
representatives on earth (1 Corin-
thians 12:12-27).

Whatever is done through the 
church, according to God’s will, is 
done for His honor and glory. This 
is the same when it comes to any 
work done in His name. 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association and the work it does 
around the world, for instance, 
could not be accomplished by one 
person. 

It is the faithful work through 
prayer, through giving, through 
the preaching of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus that makes possible 
His message going forth to the far 
corners of the world. 

When Jesus told His disciples to 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o 
Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-
GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

We’re all needed to carry out God’s work
From the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I had the wonderful experi-
ence to tour the Billy Graham 
Library in Charlotte, N.C. The 
Journey of Faith was extraor-
dinary. Does God do similar 
works in others, or does He have 
favorites? - T.E.

A: The Bible clearly says that 
God does not show favoritism 
(Romans 2:11-13). But God does 
use people who are obedient 
to His prompting, which comes 
through the work of the Holy Spirit 
in people’s lives.

It is also important to under-
stand that God does not call 
everyone to the same task. There 
is a great mosaic created by God. 
Much like the physical body that 
is made up of many members 
(the head, the arms and legs, feet 

go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel (Mark 16:15), their 
obedience was blessed by Him, 
and He blessed not only their 
going forth, but He blessed His 
people who were faithfully praying 
and giving to make it possible for 
others to “go” (Philippians 4:18).

Christians at work in the world 
are the only real spiritual light in 
the midst of great spiritual dark-
ness. 

This places a tremendous 
responsibility on all of us.

Cowboys receivers led the NFL 
with 25 dropped passes through 
Week 15. Good luck trying to field a 
hands team in Dallas.

Smoke detecting
Fire engines rushed to the scene 

as smoke was spotted billowing 
from the roof of the Texas Rangers’ 
new Globe Life Field, set to open 
next season.

Apparently a hot stove over-
heated during offseason trade talks.

Bowl games
A “smart toilet” that analyzes 

urine? 
Four out of five drug-sample col-

lectors recommend it.
What’s up with Jerry

Jerry Dipoto, the Mariners’ deal-
happy GM, failed to execute a single 
trade or sign a free agent during this 
month’s baseball winter meetings.

Obviously shaken MLB officials 
skipped the concussion protocol 
and fast-tracked Dipoto right onto 
the seven-day disabled list.

Bagging it

SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Just one game short
The Rockets’ James Harden 

joined an exclusive NBA club by 
totaling 100 points in back-to-back 
games.

Leaving him just one game shy 
of tying Wilt Chamberlain, who once 
scored 100 in one consecutive 
game.

Talking the Talk
— Bob Molinaro in the Norfolk 

Virginian-Pilot, on continuing cheat-
ing revelations: “I’m waiting for the 
story that accuses the Patriots of 
stealing signs for the Astros.”
And that bat didn’t even get 

struck by lightning
Eat your heart out, Wonderboy.
The bat Babe Ruth used to club 

his 500th career home run fetched 
$1 million on the auction block.

Ruth — in his 21 MLB seasons 
combined — got paid $856,850.

Beyond a red card
Ex-Montana women’s soccer 

coach Mark Plakorus — fired 
after text messages to Las Vegas 
escort services during recruiting 
visits there were discovered on his 
university-issued cellphone — had 
his defamation suit dismissed by a 
district-court judge.

Well, there went his shot at a 
clean sheet.

Google Brownout
Ex-Steelers/Raiders/Patriots 

wide receiver Antonio Brown was 
Google’s most-searched person in 
the U.S. for 2019.

Mostly from people trying to 
remember which, if any, team he 
was currently playing for.

Utah State baggies
Three Utah State football players 

— including starting QB Jordan 
Love — were cleared to play in the 
Tropical Smoothie Cafe Frisco Bowl 
despite being charged with mari-
juana possession.

Which was only fair. The game, 
after all, was played on grass.

Don’t look, ma

The PGA Tour pulled Kessler 
Karain off Patrick Reed’s bag for the 
final session of the Presidents Cup 
after the caddie got into an alterca-
tion with a heckling fan.

Or as golf apologists tried to spin 
it, Reed was forced to take a costly 
drop.

Have arm, will travel
LSU’s Joe Burrow won this year’s 

Heisman Trophy, making him the 

third straight senior-transfer QB to 
win it. No truth to the rumor that U-
Haul plans to start sponsoring it.

Folding the Lingerie
The Legends Football League 

— better known under its original 
name, the Lingerie Football League 
— is going out of business after 
10 seasons. On the bright side, 
though, finding pink slips to hand 
out shouldn’t be a problem.
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abilities in the week ahead and you 
may end up in the spotlight. You are 
rightly proud of your many accom-
plishments, so it’s easy to cheer on 
others when they do well.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Live life to the fullest. You are likely 
to find that a partner shares your 
views. Finding ways to make the life 
a little brighter for family members 
could become a priority in the 
upcoming week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be a 
peacemaker who can find common 
ground and refrain from taking 
sides. You’re jam-packed with the 
gentle holiday mood and willing 
to sacrifice a few points just to 
maintain a harmonious and pleasant 
atmosphere.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Go 
along for the test drive. Try some-
thing nontraditional or out of the 
ordinary, as you may seldom have 
such a good chance to experiment. 
Neighbors may drop by to say hello.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Last-minute decisions may 

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
might enjoy short-term friendships 
and associations that can blossom. 
You may meet several people who 
share in your enthusiasm for the 
holiday season, but with whom you 
have little else in common.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): One 
of your friends may include you in 
unusual holiday activities or novel 
entertainments. If you have an extra 
day off, it may give you the time to 
pursue a fascinating new study.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be 
prepared by memorizing the words 
to holiday songs” Gather some 
seasonal poetry to recite or prepare 
a list of humorous jokes to tell if you 
plan to entertain family and friends.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Don’t neglect your normal roster of 
obligations just because you were 
on a holiday season schedule. It 
will be so much easier to relax if 
you have all the bills paid and filed 
away.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Dem-
onstrate that you have leadership 

cause more trouble than they’re 
worth. Focus on making your home 
look its best in the week ahead and 
having an outfit on hand for any 
special occasion that might arise.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Be a calming voice of reason; 
it isn’t mandatory to take sides. As 
the week unfolds, you may find an 
opportunity to use your creative 
genius. Something or someone may 
dramatically change your outlook 
on life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You are up for anything. It may be 
tempting to stay up late to enjoy 
life to the fullest. A restless need 
for excitement might send you off 
in search of thrills as this week 
unfolds.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You’re filled with the spirit of the 
season. You might be bemused 
by sentimental cards or perhaps 
become stirred by the plight of 
the homeless. Keeping pace with 
friends may disrupt your normal 
spending habits.

  History of the World On This Day
December 31

1877 - U.S. President Rutherford 
B. Hayes became the first U.S. 
President to celebrate his silver 
(25th) wedding anniversary in the 
White House.

1891 - New York’s new Immi-
gration Depot was opened at 
Ellis Island, to provide improved 
facilities for the massive numbers 
of arrivals.

1897 - Brooklyn, N.Y., spent its 
last day as a separate entity before 
becoming part of New York City.

January 1
0404 - The last gladiator compe-

tition was held in Rome.
1808 - The U.S. prohibited import 

of slaves from Africa.
1863 - U.S. President Lincoln 

signed the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, which declared that all slaves 
in the rebel states were free.

January 2
1892 - Ellis Island opened as 

America’s first federal immigration 
center. Annie Moore, at age 15, 
became the first person to pass 
through.

1935 - Bruno Richard Haupt-

mann went on trial for the kidnap-
murder of Charles Lindberghs 
baby. Hauptmann was found guilt 
and executed.

1965 - “Broadway” Joe Namath 
signed the richest rookie contract 
($400,000) in the history of pro 
football.

January 3
1823 - Stephen F. Austin 

received a grant from the Mexican 
government and began colonization 
in the region of the Brazos River in 
Texas.

1833 - Britain seized control of 
the Falkland Islands in the South 
Atlantic. About 150 years later, 
Argentina seized the islands from 
the British, but Britain took them 
back after a 74-day war.

January 4
1928 - NBC Radio debuted “The 

Dodge Victory Hour,” which starred 
Will Rogers, Paul Whiteman and 
his Orchestra and singer Al Jolson.

1935 - Bob Hope was heard for 
the first time on network radio as 
part of “The Intimate Revue.”

1936 - The first pop music chart 
based on national sales was pub-

lished by “Billboard” magazine.
January 5

1885 - The Long Island Railroad 
Company became the first to offer 
piggy-back rail service, which was 
the transportation of farm wagons 
on trains.

1940 - The Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) got 
its very first demonstration of FM 
radio.

1956 - In the Peanuts comic 
strip, Snoopy walked on two legs 
for the first time.

January 6
1926 - George Burns and Gracie 

Allen were married.
1927 - Transatlantic telephone 

service began between New York 
and London. Thirty one calls were 
made on this first day.

1932 - Chancellor Heinrich 
Brüning declared that Germany 
cannot, and will not, resume repa-
rations payments.

1953 - U.S. President Harry 
Truman announced the develop-
ment of the hydrogen bomb.

1968 - The cost of a U.S. first 
class stamp was raised to 6 cents.

Jumbles: ALPHA  BEIGE  HIATUS  BRUNCH
Answer: They lifted off to see the sunrise, but when the balloon would land was -- UP IN THE AIR
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menus are subject to change.
Tuesday, Dec. 31: Chicken fried steak, gravy, zucchini & tomatoes, spiced 

apples, peaches & cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.
Wednesday, Jan. 1:  CLOSED, Happy New Year.
Thursday, Jan. 2: Sweet & sour meatballs, rice, beets, mustard greens, 

jello salad, cornbread, dessert.
Friday, Jan. 3: Meatloaf, macaroni & cheese, hominy, peas, tossed salad, 

biscuits, dessert.
Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on Wheels available - call before 9:

30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals available - call before 8 a.m. For take-
out meals, call by 10:30 am. for 11 a.m. pickup. Transportation is available 
- please call by 8:30 a.m. (979) 345-5955. 
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Rose of rock
4 Incidental catches by South 
Pacific tuna fishermen
9 Mall Santa, probably
13 Endodontic therapy
15 “Finding Dory” studio
16 Reject
17 As expected
18 Roundup group

19 When the French fry?
21 Terrible’s two
22 Presented an invention?
24 Compared with
26 Canada’s highest peak
29 Turning point?
31 World leader whose name 
shares its last four letters with a 
state
32 Together

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
CARIBOU  DOLPHIN  HAMSTER  PANTHER  MANATEE  POLECAT

33 “South Park” kid
34 Station that employed Lou Grant
35 WWI hero portrayed by Gary 
Cooper
38 Bond yield: Abbr.
39 Creepy look
41 Not much at all
42 Golfer with an “army”
44 Line after Casca’s “Speak, 
hands, for me!”
46 Longtime Indiana senator Dick
47 Hall of Fame outfielder Richie of 
the ‘40s-’50s Phillies
48 Automaker that introduced head-
light wipers
50 Last pres. born in the 19th 
century
51 Dr. for women
52 Cold-stricken
56 Coventry coolers
58 Corfu locale
61 Impressive lineup
62 “A Room With a View” author
63 Final crossing?
64 Nixon-Brezhnev missile pact
65 Approved

DOWN
1 Some dadaist works
2 Cross off
3 Shake, as a tail
4 Ovoid winds
5 So five minutes ago
6 Young Darth’s nickname
7 Victimized
8 They may provide track details
9 __ can
10 Dig action
11 Senegal neighbor
12 Common computer manual step
14 Running, with “on”
15 Browning field
20 River through Umbria
23 Signs of infrequent cleaning
25 Break fillers
26 Focus of an EPA phasedown 
introduced in 1973
27 Curiosities
28 Mathematical approach to mili-
tary strategy, say
30 “Speak!”
36 Chess luminary Kasparov
37 Much of Botswana
40 Barbecue seasoning
43 17th-century Flemish painter
45 Film Warren commissioned?
49 Hilarious
53 “Teach __ number our days”: 
Psalm 90
54 Like doormats
55 Sale area
57 Negligent
59 Medical suffix
60 Org. with Colts and Cowboys
(C) 2019 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Scheduled Classes
Jan. 11, Jan. 25

9am - 3pm

It’s about time to ditch wallet, start carrying a purse
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency

  Excuse me, random female, 
may I borrow your purse?

  I will return it momentarily; I just 
want to know how it feels to carry 
whatever you want throughout 
the day and evening without an 
unsightly protrusion in your back 
pocket; one that could easily cause 
your pants to drift south at inoppor-
tune moments.

  It’s what we men face when we 
carry a wallet.

  I know, ladies, you look at 
wallets with jealousy. “Imagine,” 
you say to yourselves, “being able 
to fit everything in that 5-by-4-inch 
bi-folded area and then hide it. No 
need to worry about whether the 
exterior matches our outfit and 
which hand feels more comfortable 
to carry it everywhere we go.” 

  It’s similar to my wife lamenting 
that I can be ready for an evening 
out in the time it takes to run a 
comb through my hair, while she 
spends an hour in front of the bath-
room mirror surrounded by an army 

of tubes, brushes and powders.  
  “Men have it so easy,” she’ll say, 

while I tap my foot and look at my 
watch, signaling we are already 15 
minutes late.

  But when it comes to the purse 
versus wallet choice, girls, YOU 
have it easy. You don’t have to 
prioritize. Need to carry an extra 
credit card? The purse has room. 
A secondary form of identification? 
You could shove a passport into its 
inner confines, and nobody would 
know. If I’m asked to show anything 
other than a driver’s license to 
the bank teller, the airport security 
employee or the hotel front desk 
clerk, I’m in trouble. 

  Internet retailers seem well 
aware of my dilemma; each year 
around the holidays, I get bom-
barded with online ads from compa-
nies determined to solve my space 
issue. This year the winner was the 
Ridge, makers of a wallet it claims 
holds up to 12 cards and oodles 
of bills. The website also touts the 
most puzzling feature I’ve ever 
heard: “Expands to remain slim.”

  I fail to see how anything can 
expand yet remain slim. It certainly 
didn’t happen to my body following 
holiday dinners.

  Still, I excitedly forwarded the 
Ridge link to my wife, telling her 
I would like it under the tree this 
Christmas.

  “I finished shopping for you 
months ago,” she replied. “And 
haven’t you tried these things 
before? You always go back to a 
regular wallet.”

  She’s right. As I peer in my 
wallet now, I see 15 cards - three 
over the “expands to remain slim” 
Ridge wallet limit - and wonder 
how I could part with any of them. 
Sure, I could carry one credit card, 
but what if it gets declined? That 
has already happened once, but an 
angry call to my credit card issuer 

proved the error was theirs, not 
mine.  

  My ATM card? It’s a must, for 
I’m of the generation that occasion-
ally prefers cash, as opposed to 
whipping out a credit card for a 
99-cent cup of coffee. Then there’s 
my transit card and my health insur-
ance card.  Sure, I could forego the 
latter, but what if I get mugged and 
require medical attention? See the 
dilemma?

  Before long, I’ve convinced 
myself I’m not an ideal candidate 
for anything other than an old-fash-
ioned wallet that includes plastic 
sleeves for inserting pictures of 
children. I’m proud to say all those 
photos have been moved to my 
iPhone. Just give me a minute 
while I feverishly swipe through my 
photos app to find a decent shot of 
my kids.

  So, women, hand me your 
purses. Unlike wallets, they come 

in all shapes, sizes, colors and 
patterns. I’ll pick one and will spend 
my time wondering what to carry, as 
opposed to what not to carry, when 
I leave the house each morning. I’ll 
confidently march down the subway 
stairs knowing I have everything for 
the ride, including a transit card, my 
phone and maybe even a hard- 
cover book to pass the time.

  Plus, if need be, I’ll have a 
weapon to swing at a subway 
mugger.

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 
stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-
Tech Dad” and the recently released 
“The Road To Success Goes 
Through the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS 
From a Corporate Comedian,” avail-
able at Amazon.com. Visit Greg on 
the web at www.gregschwem.com.)

(c) 2019 GREG SCHWEM. 
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