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San Bernard’s days of fish camps, honky tonks How smart
are ‘smart’
gadgets?

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Most of you know that Roy and
I live on the San Bernard River,
but with all the new people moving
down here lately, the rich heritage of
this river is beginning to fade over
time.
I did some research about the
history of this place a few years ago
because my heart is here. With the
river mouth set to be reopened in

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I got an air fryer for my birthday,
and it came with a new feature, new
to me, anyway - it’s a “smart fryer.”
But how smart can an air fryer
be? Maybe it will warn me if I’m
overcooking something or let me
know that the chicken needs more
seasoning.
I wouldn’t be surprised if it did all
of that. The way technology races

Memories are made of this
the first quarter of 2021, and another
layer of her vibrant heritage being
applied, I thought now would be an
appropriate time to recall the fish
camps of the 1940s and ‘50s and up
to the beginning of the honky-tonk
history.
I was lucky enough to write this
piece from the memories of several
people who lived the salt life back
then.
The history takes up too much
space for only one column – so I am
splitting it into 3 parts. You may want
to keep all three pieces along with

(Continued on Page 8)

Ramblings

The Fish Camps’ overlay in Publisher is from a picture of River’s End taken by Albert Smith in 2014.

Paper books are my choice over digital 2021 has to be better than last year
By Ernie Williamson

aging process. Maybe I couldn’t
concentrate like I once did. Maybe
I have gone old-school on books.
my eyes were going bad.
I now prefer reading words on
What was happening?
paper, not digitally on my iPad.
I didn’t zero in on it until I
You may think e-books would be
checked out the digital version
perfect for a retired senior citizen like
of “News of the World.” I had
myself. They are cheaper, and you
been looking forward to reading
can carry an entire
this best-selling
The View from My Seat Western drama by
library on one
device and also
Paulette Jiles.
save some trees. Most importantly
I anticipated rushing through it
for us seniors, you can increase the
in hopes of finishing it before the
font size.
movie came out on Christmas Day.
But for several years I have strugI went to bed each night looking
gled to finish e-books in a timely
forward to reading the wonderful
manner. I often needed to renew
descriptions of Texas after the
e-books I had checked out from the
Civil War. I felt as if I were reading
library.
“Lonesome Dove” all over again.
I seldom had to do that with print.
But, as good as it was, I had only
(Continued on Page 11)
At first, I thought it was just the
The Bulletin

By Jase Graves

Special to The Bulletin

O.K., let’s get the obvious out
of the way. 2020 was the year of
COVID-19, also known as corona
(minus the lime), the plague, the
super crud, or, as my dad calls
it (and most other contagious
illnesses), “the rooty-gootus.” But
what else happened in 2020?
Well, in addition to the global
pandemic, China became the international Amazon.com of unwanted
express deliveries. Remember
the Asian murder hornets? I’m still
plugging up my nostrils and ear
canals when I sleep. And what
about the Chinese mystery seeds?
The harvest from those should be
reaching your local farmers market
and Walmart produce aisle soon.

And then there were the double
hurricanes, Laura and Marco, like
some kind of WWE wrestling co-ed
tag team from Hell. (I’m not sure
we can blame China for that one,
but there will undoubtedly be an
expensive and time-consuming
congressional investigation to find
out for sure.)
And speaking of the government
and professional wrestling, the
nation witnessed a presidential
steel-cage death match featuring
two elderly politicians who tried
to outdo one another with their
criminally awkward dancing, cringey
verbal gaffes and toddleresque

(Continued on Page 6)
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past many of us these days, anything is possible.
When it comes to smart gadgets,
I’d like to have a smart doorbell that
can figure out which solicitations I’d
want to consider or when to pretend
that I’m not at home.
Kids selling candy are O.K. Their
teams need them. I’ve been there,
done that (although most of the
time, I just bought the candy). Adults
selling retail electric plans, new roofs
or magazines are off-limits.
I could use a smartphone, but not
the kind we already have. I want my
smartphone to be able to differenti(Continued on Page 5)
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How hot was it? Very hot and getting hotter
No one would classify a heat wave as a rare weather phenomenon. In the
context of meteorological records, however, the high temperatures documented in the past decade are among the most unusual climate events in
recorded human history. The year 2020 and 2016 are virtually tied for the
hottest year on record. That means more powerful hurricanes, more intense
wildfires, less ice and longer heat waves.
The year 2018 was the second hottest year ever recorded on Earth. The
20 warmest years globally all occurred in the last 22 years.

Jan. 13

Fickle weather on
third rock from sun
• Phoenix, Arizona, had its
hottest month ever recorded in
2020, with an average temperature of 99.1 degrees F.
• On Aug. 16, Death Valley
in California reported a high
temperature of 130 degrees F.
• The long-term trend of
ongoing heat the planet continues to see is primarily because
of the emission of greenhouse
gases from the burning of fossil
fuels.
• In 10 minutes, a hurricane
releases more energy than all
the world’s nuclear weapons
combined!
• The winter of 1932 in the
U.S. was so cold that Niagara
falls froze completely solid!
• You can use pine cones
to forecast the weather: The
scales will close when rain is on
the way.
• The fastest wind speed ever
recorded is 318 mph in one of
the May 3, 1999 tornadoes to
hit Oklahoma.
• A lightning strike in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
killed all 11 members of one
soccer team while leaving the
opposing team in the match
untouched, leading to accusations of witchcraft by the
survivors.

Jan. 14

Jan. 15

Jan. 16

Jan. 117

Jan. 18

Jan. 19

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Aerodynamic cat
Q. Sure sounds crazy, but how
might a cat on an apartment windowsill fare better in an accidental
fall to the sidewalk below from 32
floors up instead of only seven or
eight floors? Any feline physicists
out there?
A. A cat’s body, like a human
body, is an accelerometer, not a
speedometer, say David Halliday
et al. in “Fundamentals of Physics Extended: 5th Edition.” We
don’t directly sense speeds, even
at thousands of mph orbiting the
Earth, but we certainly feel the
liftoff acceleration.
A falling cat senses the initial
rapid acceleration, and in its fright,
keeps its feet underneath its
body, head tucked in, spine bent
upward, making injury on landing
very likely. But as with a skydiving
human, the faster the cat falls, the
greater becomes the air resistance, until cat weight and cat drag
equalize, at “terminal velocity.”
Now, the no-longer-accelerating
cat starts to relax, stretches its
legs and neck horizontally and
straightens its spine--like a flying
squirrel, says Halliday. This greatly
increases the effective body area
to the air, ups drag and slows the

fall, from maybe about 60 mph to
40 mph. “Just when it sees it is
nearing the ground, the cat pulls
its legs back beneath its body to
prepare for the landing.”
So for cats falling at least eight
floors, their chance of serious
injury actually decreases with
further height!
“There is even a record of a cat
who fell 32 floors and suffered only
slight damage to its thorax and one
tooth.”
Choking or yips?
Q. U.S. Open Golf Championship, 71st hole, years ago: Ben
Hogan needed to sink a short putt
and par the final hole to force Cary
Middlecoff into a playoff. Hogan
stood over the ball, then by all
accounts, his hands just “froze.”
He backed away, re-approached,
re-set, then his hand inexplicably
jerked on the putt, and the Open
was lost. Did Ben choke? Were his
nerves shot?
A. More likely it was the “yips,”
a form of dystonia afflicting as
many as 30% of golfers, as well
as violinists, dentists, writers with
hand cramp, says sports psychologist Prof. Gordon Russell in “Sport
Science Secrets: From Myth to
Facts.” There are sudden involuntary pulls of part of a limb, and
a locking into place (neurologist
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Harold Klawans).
Pressure-packed circumstances
are triggers: In putting, the golfer
must stay very still, muscles held
stationary yet required to bring off
a delicate and exacting movement.
Though poorly understood,
golfers’ yips MAY be beaten by a
change of putter, or a different grip,
or by putting cross-handed. Rest
assured, “the problem is neurological in origin and not a failure of
nerves.”
Boy meets girl rule
Q. Pitch this one at a party:
“Why in the devil are there equal
numbers of men and women?
I mean, since one man could
easily impregnate 10 women, why
does our species waste biological
resources having so many guys?”
A. That’s a tricky one, says Stephen Jay Gould in “The Panda’s
Thumb.” Imagine a society where
suddenly an excess of females is
born, tipping the sex ratio. Since
males are now rarer, their opportunity for mating increases, with
each having the opportunity to
impregnate multiple females.
Since some couples tend to
produce more males and some
more females, at this point there
would be a selective advantage
in favor of parents who produce
more boys, because males have
greater reproductive opportunity in
this society with a preponderance
of females.
Now as more boys are born,
their numbers will begin to push
the sex ratio back toward 50-50
again. The same argument in
reverse would apply in any society
where suddenly an excess of
males was born, says Gould.
O.K., got the logic? This tells
why it’s generally a boy-meets-girl
world instead of boy-meets-girl-&girl-&-girl-&-girl, etc.

DID YOU KNOW?

• Japan offers ramen discounts
to elderly citizens who give up their
driver’s license.
• False Awakening: When you
dream that you’ve woken up but, in
reality, you’re still asleep.
• Although they spend 16 hours
a day in water, hippos can’t swim
because they’re too muscular and
would sink. Instead, they walk
around under the surface.
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Let us email you
The Bulletin weekly
This is good time to sign up for
our free email service.
Then, each Tuesday we’ll send
you an email with a link to the latest
issue of The Bulletin.
All you have to do is go to our
website:
mybulletinnewspaper.com
Scroll down to the bottom, where
you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last
name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take
care of the rest.
With the virus making outings
a hassle in some cases, this is a
convenient way to make sure that
you don’t miss a single issue of The
Bulletin.
If you have any questions, please
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.
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A THANKSGIVING TO
REMEMBER: A man got very mad
when he showed up unexpectedly
at his ex-wife’s family’s Thanksgiving dinner in San Antonio and saw
that she was there with her new
lover. Words were exchanged and
then gunfire when he took out a gun
and started shooting, and another
family member shot him. Everyone
survived.
IS THERE A PROBLEM,
OFFICER? A state trooper pulled
over a man for driving on I-90 in
North Bend, Wash., with large
flashlights duct taped where the
headlights would normally be. The
car had significant prior front-end
damage as a result of an accident
and was missing the original headlight lamps.
THIS VEHICLE BELONG
TO YOU, SIR? A man called the
state police for help after running
out of gas in Juniata Township, Pa.,
but, when he was told a trooper
was responding, he said he didn’t
want an officer to come there, and
preferred routine road service. This

was because the vehicle he was
driving had been stolen in Altoona
earlier in the day. The trooper
immediately figured this out and
arrested him.
NO MASK, NO McD: A man
was thrown out of a McDonald’s
in Brooklyn, Conn., for refusing to
wear a coronavirus mask, so he
went outside, threw a rock through
the front window, and ran to a
nearby Walmart, where he stole
several pairs of ladies’ panties.
When he tried to flee the store, the
cops outside threatened to release
a dog on him, so he changed his
mind.
WELL, WELL, LOOK WHO
WE HAVE HERE: Sheriff’s
deputies, responding to a report
of a suspicious person in Baxter
County, Ark., recognized the guy as
a wanted fugitive as soon as they
arrived on the scene. The 54-yearold suspect immediately tried to flee
and crashed his motorcycle into
their patrol car. There were several
warrants out for his arrest, and he
is a habitual offender, having been

convicted of multiple felonies.
HE DID SEEM TO KNOW A
LOT ABOUT HER: An Oregon
man suffering from depression
because of his failing marriage
consulted his family physician, who
suggested ways to improve his

relationship. But the guy wound up
divorcing his wife, and is claiming
that the doctor he asked for help
had been involved in a sexual affair
with his wife for an “extended”
period of time. He has filed a lawsuit seeking considerable damages.

Pork or Chicken
Tamales
1 dozen $14.95 + tax
Pork Tamales: Same day pickup
Chicken Tamales: By advance order
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Is ‘smart’ an exageration when it comes to gadgets?
(Continued from Page 1)

ate between a real local number and
fake ones fabricated by those trying
to sell extended car insurance plans.
I used to be able to tell which
calls I should not answer. Now
these callers somehow just pick a
random number with my area code,
and wallah - I answer the phone. I
still don’t buy anything, though, and
hang up.
Waiting until the end of the message to be able to get on a do-notcall list is not such a good idea, I
have concluded. First, it doesn’t
work. They’ll call you, anyway.
Second, they’ll call you more
because they know you are listening
to the message. Third, you could be
buying a timeshare plan by pressing
the number that they tell you will
take you off their calling list - which
it won’t.
I don’t know about the timeshare
part, but if there is a phone out there
that can detect fake local numbers,
I want it. Maybe there is, and I’m
just not up to speed on these new
gadgets.
7//////8-/

Sorry, my cat did that, which leads
me into another smart gadget I'd like
to be invented - a keyboard that can
detect when a cat is walking or rolling on it or when a human is typing.
That would save all of us cat
lovers a lot of time. Maybe the keyboard could sense if a furry paw is
making contact with it or my fingers.
Then it would erase what the cat
created, and I would be able to continue working without interruption.
If they can send man to the moon,
they can surely come up with a
smart cat-proof keyboard. That’s not
too much to ask, since we sent the
first man to the moon in 1969.
Looking around the house, I don’t
think that I’d want to make anything
else smart - except maybe the TVs.
I still have dumb TVs because they
have not broken yet, and I can’t buy
a 4K TV until these ancient 1080s
break.
Calling them smart TVs is really
misleading. They aren’t really all that
smart.
A smart TV would know that I’m
bored with a football game when
one team is running away with a

40-point lead and would change
the channel to a game that is a little
more competitive, but not golf.
I cannot watch golf. I’m not a
golfer and watching it on TV is more
boring to me than watching paint
dry. A smart TV should know that.
So, what does my smart air fryer
do that is so smart? I am afraid to
hook it up to find out.
I got on Facebook to brag about
it, and one of my friends warned
me not to connect it to my phone or
wi-fi, or whatever makes it smarter
than the basic air fryer.
“I had a friend who had a crock
pot like that and got hacked on all

devices,” warned Mary Patterson.
That’s a lot of pressure.
So, I have yet to connect it to the
magical digital world, but I am happy
to report that the air fryer is working

great the old-fashioned way - when I
push the buttons.
Also, connecting it to the cyberworld would require that I read the
instruction manual.
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I made in through 2020, but it wasn’t without struggle
(Continued from Page 1)

insults. At least we were assured
that no matter who won, the vast
majority of Americans could claim to
be “cooler” than the President.
But enough of petty concerns like
presidential elections and deadly
invasive insects. Let’s get to the
good stuff, and I don’t mean “Tiger
King.”
My eldest and most expensive
daughter became a high school
senior in 2020, which, despite the
limitations imposed by COVID-19
protocol, has required the purchase
of enough formal gowns and party

dresses (sometimes for a single
photo) to supply an entire season of
Dancing with the Stars. At least next
year should be less expensive when
she goes to college. Oh, wait...
My middle daughter has maintained her yearly tradition of elevating my stress level to DEFCON 1
by spending most of 2020 with her
current boyfriend. He’s a nice kid,
and I know it’s a natural process for
young people her age to date, but
I can’t help sometimes wishing that
she would decide to enter a convent
- at least temporarily - even though
we aren’t Catholic.

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation
Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

My youngest daughter started
junior high this year. Junior high can
be tough on kids, especially late
developers like me who still played
with action figures and took a while
to learn exactly where to spray the
deodorant. I’m happy to say that
my daughter didn’t inherit the nerd
gene and has done well socially and
academically.
And although she’s convinced
that math was invented by radical
academic terrorists, she still thinks
boys are stupid. I call that a win!

I guess my most memorable
accomplishment in 2020, other than
not driving my saintly wife of 30
years to the point of poisoning my
tea with hand sanitizer or smothering me with a 10-pack of hygienic
face masks, was learning to cook
homemade shrimp fettuccine
Alfredo during quarantine.
Now, I realize that this is no big
deal to some folks, but to a dude
who sometimes has trouble with
microwave popcorn, it’s huge.
In fact, if I could meet the original
Alfredo, I’d thank him, give him a
hearty fist bump, and suggest that
he talk to his doctor about LIPITOR.

History Matters
Twelve years after
inventing it, Morse
sent his first code

It is difficult for the iPhone generation to fathom the complexities of
communication throughout history.
For decades, telephones used hardwired landlines to commence a call.
And before that: the telegraph – an
invention by Samuel Finley Breese
Morse, who demonstrated its “efficiency” via an electrical impulse on
Jan. 6, 1838. It came with a code
that Morse created using dots and
dashes - instead of the alphabet - to
move a message from point A to
point B.
He formulated the idea in 1832.
By 1838, with the assistance of his
two partners, Leonard Gale and
Alfred Vail, he had a working model.
Morse requested funding from
Congress to make the prototype - it
included construction of overhead
wires between Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore, Maryland — but the
legislators demurred.
Five years later, he garnered the
approval - and the money - to proceed; on May 24,1844 Morse sent
his first telegraphic message: “What
hath God wrought.”
(For more information, the Grateful American Book Prize recommends Lewis Coe’s The Telegraph:
A History of Morse’s Invention and
Its Predecessors in the United
States.

The Bulletin is good for
your business
Call (979) 849-5407

Regardless of how your year has
been, we can all anticipate a 2021
with hope for effective vaccines, a
recovering economy, and enough
peace of mind to finally use our
massive stockpiles of toilet paper.
Most of all, we can be happy that
we’re now looking at 2020 in the
rearview mirror - even though it’s
probably tailgating us, dressed
like Joe Exotic and considering an
act of road rage involving murder
hornets.
(Copyright 2020. Graves is an
award-winning humor columnist
from East Texas. Contact Graves at
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.)

‘What hath God wrought.’

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES

$

12

99

DINE-IN

2 BBQ
SANDWICH
COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

1499

$

. TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com
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Sisters save money to put in kettle Rewards showered investors who stayed with market in 2020
Gregor Stuart Hunter
Bloomberg News (TNS)

Sierra and Paige Ellison brought a can filled with coins to the red kettle
located at Hobby Lobby during the Christmas season. They saved their
money all year in order to donate it to the Salvation Army. Sierra and
Paige helped ring bells several years ago.

The bell has tolled on one of the
wildest years in Wall Street history,
full of precipitous plunges, improbable rebounds and human tragedy.
The S&P 500 ended it on an
up beat, with a 1.4% gain in the
shortened last week of 2020. That
pushed its 2020 gain to 16%, an
ending that would have seemed
far-fetched in the bear-market days
of March.
Investors needed nerves of steel
to stay the course, and those who
did were duly rewarded. Stocks
jumped to all-time highs. Corporate
bond yields hit record lows. Speculative mania sprang up everywhere
from Bitcoin to IPOs.
Anyone who invested $10,000 at
the start of 2020 can likely point to a
portfolio that looks positively bloated
at year-end. An investor plunging
into bets that looked speculative
in January would have done even
better.
A once little-known biotech company, an electric carmaker trading
at lofty multiples, and a loss-making
producer of faddish exercise bikes,
are all up more than 400%.
The upshot: Most major asset
classes have now posted a tidy
profit thanks to the easiest financial
conditions on record.

For the legions of newbie traders
entering the markets after much of
the world locked down, the “stocks
only go up” mantra served them
well — whether they crowded into
stay-at-home trades dominated by
technology companies, or piled into
the reopening trade at the market’s
bottom.
Of the world’s 500 biggest firms,
some of the best-performing stocks
— a biotech company, three electric
carmarkers and an in-home bike
producer — saw enormous gains.
Others, like cruise lines and retailers, took a beating.
Here’s a look at how a hypothetical investor would have fared
putting $10,000 to work at the start
of the year in a selection of standout
assets:
The coronavirus outbreak brought
boom times for global healthcare-re-

lated stocks, including Malaysian
glove manufacturers and biotech
firms. One of the best pandemic
plays of all was Moderna Inc.,
netting a more than 450% total
return during the course of the year
after regulators approved its Covid
inoculation.
Despite being first to market,
Pfizer Inc. shares hardly budged.
Companies reaped gains if they
enabled white-collar workers to
carry on with business-as-usual, or
something close to it. Zoom Video
Communications Inc. was one such
standout, quickly becoming a staple
of homeschooling, office politics,
weddings and bar mitzvahs. As
hopes of a post-pandemic world
grow, the company is down from
dizzying highs but has still handed
investors a total return of more than
400% this year.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
2 BR’s Starting at $725

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour
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San Bernard River’s end was full of life,
action, mystery, adventure in ‘40s, ‘50s
(Continued from Page 1)

any pictures that are printed so you
can go back and review the different
characters and how they interact.
Part 1 – Making the trek to
the end of the river
The San Bernard River has long
been the stuff of legend - pirate’s
gold, fiddling ghosts, international
intrigue and fish tales. But, the
river’s promise of speckled trout,
tarpon, shrimp, golden croaker
and tailing redfish lured a hearty
group of adventurers to the end of
the river and gave rise to her fish
camps.
The history of this area is only
passed down from those who lived
the salt life. Come take a walk
back in time with John Barak, Alvin
and Thomas Laird, Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh, Ronnie Franklin and
Barbara Churchill Shindler, across
a hand-operated swing bridge and
down a long and winding dirt road
shaped by cattle hoof prints to the
end of the river.
That magical place created by
angler and fish, where, as Barbara
Shindler remembers, “There was
no such thing as class structure.
When we came down here, we
were just kids playing on the riverbank.”
Visiting the fish camps on the
west bank of the San Bernard in
the early 1940s was a trek not
for the faint of heart. Fishermen
drove out of Brazoria, crossed over
the swing bridge at Churchill and
continued 10 miles down a dirt
road, which turned to mud when
it rained. Those staying past the
rainstorms were stranded at the
camps until the road dried out.
The first obligatory stop on the
journey was at Elmer’s store to
load up on groceries and supplies.
It was the only store from there to
the fish camps until Walter (and
Ellen) Upton opened their store.
Across from Elmer’s store at the
swing bridge, was Romain’s fish
camp. Romain’s had some cabins,
sold bait and rented small boats.
Some people ended their journey
there, but most of them went on to
Ducroz at the Point.
Ducroz bait camp was doing
business before any other bait
camp. Fishing was good, and bait

(mostly shrimp) was plentiful. Dr.
Ducroz owned his camp but lived
on his ranch upriver. Several families ran it for him.
Around 1944, Emma and Gus
Franklin bought river-front land
with a beautiful old house on it.
The Franklins and Sam and
Nora Laird later went together and
bought some additional acreage
and moved down Aug. 11, 1946 to
start Franklin’s Camp.
Both families lived in the existing
house while building the camp.
The dirt road down to the camp
was impassable after a rain.
Thomas Laird remembers that
in that first fall and winter that his
dad pulled vehicles out of the muck
with his little tractor equipped with
rice lugs, which made more money
for him than anything else.
The school bus could not navigate the road to pick up children.
Hinkle’s Ferry upriver was the end
of the line.
In order to go to school that fall,
the families rented and converted a
chicken coop (which had originally
been a house) back to a house.
Sunday evening, Gus Franklin
would load up the boys on his
shrimp boat, take them to Hinkle’s
Ferry and drop them off.
Then on Friday afternoon, he
would reverse the trip.
Emma Franklin and Nora Laird
took turns housekeeping for the
boys.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
Photos
Top: Elmer’s store, taken 2014
by Janice R. Edwards.
Left: Giant sawfish from river is
shown strung up in 1950. Photo
provided by Thomas Laird. This
is an endangered species now,
and you don’t see them this big.
Bottom right: Gus Franklin and
tractor, circa 1950, provided by
Ronnie Franklin.
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Mask up, social distance, wash your
hands frequently, avoid crowds;
A vaccine is just around the corner

Myths and important facts to help you understand the COVID-19 vaccine
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Gina Renee's
Catering

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE
MENU EACH WEEK
Search "GinaReneesCatering"
Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at
2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

979-864-9675

ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine
isn’t safe because it was rapidly
developed.
Fact: Many pharmaceutical
companies invested significant
resources into quickly developing
a vaccine for COVID-19 because
of the worldwide effects of the
pandemic. The emergency situation
warranted an emergency response,
but that doesn’t mean that companies bypassed safety protocols or
performed inadequate testing.
Myth: I already had COVID-19,
so I don’t need to get the vaccine.
Fact: There is not enough
information currently available to
say if or for how long after infection
someone is protected from getting
COVID-19 again. This is called
natural immunity. Early evidence
suggests natural immunity from
COVID-19 may not last very long,
but more studies are needed.
Myth: There are severe side
effects of the COVID-19 vaccines.
Fact: COVID-19 vaccines have
been shown to have short-term
mild or moderate vaccine reactions
that resolve without complication or
injury.
The early phase studies of the
Pfizer vaccine show that it is safe.
About 15% of people developed
short-lived symptoms at the site
of the injection. Half-developed
systemic reactions, primarily headache, chills, fatigue or muscle pain
or fever lasting a day or two.
Keep in mind that these side
effects indicate that your immune
system is responding to the vaccine
and are common when receiving
vaccines.
Myth: I won’t need to wear a
mask after I get the COVID-19
vaccine.
Fact: It may take time for everyone who wants a COVID-19 vaccination to get one. Also, while the
vaccine may prevent you from getting sick, it is unknown at this time if
you can still carry and transmit the
virus to others after vaccination.
Myth: More people will die as a
result of a negative side effect to

the COVID-19 vaccines than would
actually die from the virus.
Fact: There is a claim circulating
on social media that COVID-19’s
mortality rate is 1%-2% and that
people should not be vaccinated
against a virus with such a high survival rate. However, a 1% mortality
rate is 10 times more lethal than the
seasonal flu. In addition, mortality
rates can vary widely and are influenced by age, sex and underlying
health conditions.
Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine will

alter my DNA.
Fact: The first COVID-19 vaccines to reach the market are likely
to be messenger RNA (mRNA)
vaccines. According to the CDC,
mRNA vaccines work by instructing cells in the body how to make
a protein that triggers an immune
response. Injecting mRNA into your
body will not interact or do anything
to the DNA of your cells. Human
cells break down and get rid of the
mRNA soon after they have finished
using the instructions.
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Year in review: 2020 presented major challenges for us
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

It was a year with major ups and
downs. COVID-19 dominated 2020,
but there were other things that
made it stand out in a good way well, mostly a bad way.
One of the earliest disasters
was the brush fires. The year
started off bad with the Australian
Brush Fires and 47 million acres of
land burned down and animals displaced. Little did we know what else
was in store for the world in 2020.
The helicopter crashed. I was
having brunch when I received
a notification from TMZ breaking
the news about Kobe Bryant, his
daughter, and others dying in a
helicopter crash. No one thought it
was real, so we all waited for other
news sources to break it, and then it
became reality. A basketball legend
had passed away.
Then, the big one: A new
deadly virus already in China was
detected in the United States. In a
matter of months, the virus spread
across the globe, resulting in at least
1.8 million deaths, and counting.
We were asked to quarantine,
and stay-at-home orders were
issued. None of us had ever been
through this before. It was all new,
and no one knew much about the
virus. Some people didn’t believe
and still don’t believe the virus is
real.
We stayed at home and worked
from home. Zoom was the new
thing, and so was shopping online.
Thousands lost their jobs and
had to adapt fast. Online ordering
and curbside pick-up for groceries became the new normal for
many. Toilet paper was difficult, if
not impossible, to find. Good luck
finding cleaning supplies and paper
towels. Even diapers and baby
wipes were gone. Panic shoppers
were in full force; store shelves
were often bare. Businesses had to
adapt even faster. The stock market
tumbled, then came back strong,
finishing the year at a record high.
Mask orders were put into
place. Some people refused to
wear one. I even found myself in the
beginning weirded out by it. But if it
helped to get rid of this thing, I was
all for it.
Many spent time outdoors walking, riding, playing for the first time

in a long time. Bikes were out of
stock much of the year. Computer
accessories and other work-fromhome necessities also sold out.
People canceled or rescheduled their weddings; funerals were
postponed; baby showers were now
drive-through parties, or attendance
was limited in some states and
counties to the number of people
you could count on two hands.
Nursing home residents weren’t
allowed to have visitors; hospital
patients weren’t allowed to have
visitors; many had no contact with
families or were visited from outside
their windows. For a while, concerts
and special events were something
to look forward to in the future. Little
did we know rescheduling events to
later in the year wouldn’t do much
good since many were eventually
canceled anyway.
The Earth became cleaner. On
the positive side, the environment
benefited. Smog over cities was
drastically reduced; many could
breathe easier as the air became
noticeably cleaner and fresher.
Fish could be seen swimming in
the Venice canals. Then, as society
returned to its normal ways, even
though the virus was still rampant,
the world returned to its earlier
state.
We tried to go back to normal.
As places reopened, and everyone
wore masks, things seemed like
they were getting back to normal for
the most part. But, at the end of the
day, people were still dying, and the
virus wasn’t going anywhere.
Then the protests began - some
were peaceful, some were violent.
And the virus raged on.
The hurricanes began, a record
number of them. In total, the 2020
season produced 30 named storms
(top winds of 39 mph or greater), of
which 13 became hurricanes (top
winds of 74 mph or greater), including six major hurricanes (top winds
of 111 mph or greater). This is the
most storms on record, surpassing
the 28 from 2005, and the second-highest number of hurricanes
on record.
The fires started. The West
Coast wildfires displaced more
people from their homes. Combined, more than five million acres
burned in California, Oregon and
Washington. Thousands of buildings

and homes were destroyed by some
of the largest fires ever recorded.
More than two dozen people died.
Millions of people up and down the
coast spent weeks living under thick
clouds of smoke and ash.
Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg died. She was an
unrelenting trailblazer for gender
equality. She died Sept. 18 at the
age of 87. She was known as the
“Champion for gender” and was
honored as a role model for girls
and women.
The voting began. The early
vote in 2020 far surpassed the early

vote in 2016. The early voting surge
in 2020 included about 65 percent of
the voting-eligible population. When
the election was over, about 156
million Americans had voted.
Joe Biden was elected the 46th
president of the United States.
It was one of the most contentious
elections in our country’s history.
One hundred years after American women won the right to vote
— a right mostly limited to white
women at first — Kamala Harris
became the first woman and the
first Black and Asian American to be
elected vice president of the United
States.
Then the vaccines were made,

delivered and vaccinating those
most at risk began. The development of two vaccines in less than
a year was touted as one of the
greatest scientific accomplishments
in U.S. history. And, more vaccines
are on the way.
A child was born. In the midst
of this convoluted year, I gave birth
to my son. The year had major ups
and downs. For us, the miracle of
birth was its brightest star.
Happy New Year, and may you all
prosper and stay healthy in 2021!
(You can reach Stephanie at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. Box
2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Not everything happening in 2020 was a dumpster fire
Lori Borgman

Tribune News Service (TNS)

So long, 2020. Don’t let the
door hit you on the way out.
Once was enough on this one.
Absolutely nobody is saying, “That
was fun. Let’s do this again.”
The passing year morphed into
a time warp. Memories of when
events happened are jumbled,
out of focus and out of sequence.
The benchmarks have vanished.
Cancel culture
canceled life.
If someone told
me that we are actually in March, and
St. Patrick’s Day is
around the corner, I
might believe them.
That will be me in
the dead of winter,
pinching people for
not wearing green.
The isolation,
the anxiety and the
uncertainty have
taken a toll.
But what if? What if 2020
wasn’t completely rotten?
What if we take the things
we have learned and pull them
forward?
Our neighborhood transformed
under lockdown. People were
out walking from the first gleam
of sunrise to the last shadows of
evenings. On pleasant days, the
four-way stop at the corner was
pedestrian congestion.
“You go first.”
“No, you go first.”
We were kind and deferential

to one other. The election was still a
ways off.
Strangers stopped to talk. I met
a couple in their 40s who bought
a house a few blocks over. They
beamed announcing that they were
first-time homeowners.
Kids and families rode bicycles,
and grown-ups and kids played
ball together. There were outdoor
concerts in backyards and green
spaces.
Medical and
emergency personnel, utility workers,
trash collectors, law
enforcement and
grocery clerks became
the heroes among us,
larger than life.
Thank you. A million
times, thank you.
People in every
corner tried to make
the best of a bad
situation - there were
movie nights in driveways with projectors
aimed at garage doors, neighborhood scavenger hunts on social
media, chalk art on sidewalks and
generous tips for food service workers when restaurants reopened. At
times, American ingenuity was on
full display.
Granted, the year was difficult,
but it wasn’t the Germans blitzing England during World War II.
At least that’s what I kept telling
myself. And maybe, just maybe, we
gained a little perspective on the
things that matter most.
I’ll never again take a welcoming

Humanity’s
good side,
kindness, was
brought out by
the pandemic,
making 2020
not completely
rotten.

hug or small soft hand in mine for
granted.
I’ll never again drive by a hospital or nursing home without saying
a silent prayer for all those inside.
We attended two graveside
funeral services this year. We saw
the grieving weeping, their hearts
breaking into a thousand pieces.
Every fiber of their beings longed
for comfort, and every fiber of our
beings yearned to give it, but one
cannot extend genuine human
comfort from a distance of 6 feet
away. When the virus is finally laid
to rest, I may do a hug tour.
Far too many are grieving for
loved ones. Others have lost
income, jobs, businesses, homes
and their futures. Many wonder if
those things will ever come back.
As a young photojournalist
working in Oregon years ago, I
covered the explosion of Mount
St. Helens. Sprawling stands of
forest that covered the mountain
were stripped bare and flattened
like toothpicks. Experts said the
clouds of gas that exploded from
the volcano and the thick layer
of ash meant nothing would ever
grow on the mountain again.
The following spring small
green shoots peeked through the
snow.
The mountain came back.
We will, too.
(Lori Borgman is a columnist,
author and speaker. Her new
book, “What Happens at Grandma’s Stays at Grandma’s” is
now available. Email her at lori@
loriborgman.com.)
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Traditional books keep me reading rather than browsing
(Continued from Page 1)

read about 50 pages after a couple
of nights.
The problem became obvious. I
was addicted to the news, and the
iPad offered way too many distractions for this retired journalist. Old
habits are hard to break.
I would read a couple of pages

of the e-book, but then felt I needed
to check the online versions of the
New York Times or Washington Post
for the latest headlines.
I would read a couple more pages
from the book, then check the stock
market futures. Read more, then
check my email. I would even check
the rants on Facebook or the opin-

ions on Fox.
I would read for an hour before
turning out the light but only a few
minutes had been spent with the
book.
As an experiment, I took a gift
card to Barnes and Noble and
bought “News of the World” in print.
I settled into my living room recliner
and deliberately left the iPad in the
study. It felt comforting to hold a
traditional book in my hands.
I read without interruption for
two hours (except for the inevitable
5-minute snooze) and moved deep
into the book.
I finished it the next day.
I am now on to John Grisham’s
latest legal drama, the print version.
I feel a little bit like an old fogie
holding back digital progress, but it
turns out I am not alone.
At the beginning of the 2010s, the
world seemed poised for an e-book
revolution, but it never came.
Instead, at the other end of the
decade, e-book sales have stabilized at around 20 percent of total
book sales, with print sales making
up the remaining 80 percent.
“Five or 10 years ago,” says
Andrew Albanese, a senior writer at
Publishers Weekly,” you would have

MLK events planned

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton
Come rent a space at our place!

1/2 OFF

First Month's Rent
With This Ad

2370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

979-848-1400

Jan. 16 - Saturday - MLK- 2021
Virtual Commemorative Celebration - 7 p.m. Theme: Stronger
Together. To view Celebration, go to
the MLKCC Website: www.mlkcc.
org or the MLKCC Facebook page.
Host is Harriet Lenay Johnson, and
Keynote Speaker is Dr. Tory C. Hill,
superintendent of Sweeny ISD. For
information, call (979) 417-6187 or
(713) 299-5390.
Jan. 18 - Monday- Annual MLK
Drive-By Parade- 11 a.m. Line up
at 10 a.m. at the Freeport Fire Station (4th St. & Pine). No registration
needed; no judging of entries; no
floats; no bands; no animals; no
group gathering; and no throwing
candy from vehicles. Goodie Bags
to be given out to each vehicle at
the Freeport Municipal Park DriveThu only. Do not exit vehicles.
Covid 19-CDC Guidelines must be
followed. For more information, go
to MLKCC website at www.mlkcc.
org or call (979) 202-7590, (979)
848-7750 or (979) 480-4169.

(979) 849-5407 January 12, 2021 THE BULLETIN Page 11

thought those numbers would have
been reversed.”
I have noticed some fringe benefits to reading on paper.
It is stress-reducing to not have
the iPad handy to check the latest
election and pandemic news.
Also, I notice less eye strain.
Experts say digital content causes
more interference with your blink

DID YOU KNOW?

• After Michael Jordan scored a
career-high 69 points in one game,
teammate Stacey King said, “I’ll
always remember this as the night
that Michael Jordan and I combined
to score 70 points”
• Mississippi formally ratified the
13th Amendment abolishing slavery
in 2013 — thanks to the movie
“Lincoln”.
• Dogs have evolved to understand when humans are happy or
sad based on our voices. They can
also understand laughter.

rate and increases dry eye symptoms, leading to more discomfort
while reading.
Finally, with traditional books you
don’t have to look for a wall outlet,
just when the book is reaching a
crescendo.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

We Buy All
Mobile Homes
In Parks, On Land, All
Condition, All Ages
New & Used. No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!
Call Now

(713) 929-2517
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Shanti’s story: A valued friend whom I judged too quickly Bible specific about hell, forgiveness
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Most women are quite comfortable quickly assessing other
women. Not to leave the men
nodding their heads in agreement,
men are quick on this trigger too!
To be honest, my batting average
for “quick assessment” is something to be counted on…to be
consistently wrong!
If I were a ball player with that
kind of batting average, I wouldn’t
be in the Majors long enough for
the ink to dry on a baseball card,
and the last I heard, Farm Teams
don’t exactly have trading cards.
Some Little Leagues teams do, but
unfortunately, they have age limit
requirements.
So, how on earth do I connect
my poor batting average for quick
assessment to finding a true
friend? I am so glad you asked,
because now I can tell you Shanti’s
story. Shanti looked as if she was
dressed for Halloween…every day.
She looked like Elvira with long
brown hair and makeup that would
be called Goth today, but in the
early 80’s, let’s just say, everyone noticed when she entered
the room. The total package was
somewhat overwhelming, and
truthfully, she scared me.
My kids were forbidden to ride
their bicycles by her house, and
needlessly to say, never talk to
her. It was inevitable that one day
Shanti and I would come face-toface in our small country subdivision, and I would be challenged to
see the person, or the package.
Somehow, I chose to get to know
the person, and I am so grateful
that I did.
Shanti was so alive she made
everyone else seem semi-conscious. She had this unique ability
to look beyond the obvious and
find humor in any situation. A good
example was her quick retort of
what a great wax job you have on
your car, just after you ran it into
the garage door.
My stories often have a behindthe-scenes, and this one is no
exception. Like my batting average, we feel confident in our ability
to stand and face tomorrow - that
is until a life-changing event makes
an appearance. Such was the case
for me as I watched the paramed-

ics load my husband into a Life
Flight helicopter. He was only 45
years old, and in route to a stroke
center in Houston.
I don’t remember driving there or
parking the car, but I do remember
the haunting looks on the faces
of our families when I arrived.
Unexpected things have a way of
piercing our armor and exposing
our inner vulnerabilities. Each face
had the same questioning look,
“How could this have happened
to a young robust fire fighter?” We
sat silent and stone-faced staring
at each other, as if any movement
may somehow open the door for
another disaster. Suddenly, the
emergency room doors burst open,

CHASING THE CREATOR
and Shanti entered.
The gasps were audible as she
walked into the waiting area. That
same look of contempt and judgment was evident on their faces.
In true Shanti style, she quietly
played cards and games with the
children for hours and attended
to any need of the family. That
was Shanti. She never responded
to critical judgment; she simply
poured love on them.
When we were finally admitted
into Intensive Care to see my husband, he excitedly shouted across
the room, “Shanti, Shanti, I flew
in a helicopter!” In typical Shanti
style, she responded, “Did they
strap you to the outside like they
do in MASH?” We laughed, and it
felt so good.
Six months later Shanti moved
to Washington State… it was a
hard day for me. It seemed the
light had gone out of our subdivision and out of me. As it happens,
life moved on, and we stopped
communicating. I reached out
several times, but she would only
reply, “I can’t do long-distance
relationships.” I couldn’t understand this, but I had no choice but
to respect her wishes.
Thoughts of her were always
just below the surface. I wrote this
story in 2013 and decided to try
once more to connect with her.
I wanted to tell her how she had
impacted my life and how her comfort and support had given me the
strength to get up and face another

day. Most of all, I wanted to tell
her how her laughter had given
me hope that tomorrow would be
better.
With a little detective work,
I found her phone number. My
heart was racing as the line
began to ring and her husband,
Bill, answered the phone. My
mouth seemed frozen and finally
words began to form. I asked to
speak to Shanti, and there was
silence. Finally, Bill spoke the
unbelievable words that Shanti
had recently died. I felt as if I was
being swept out to sea with all the
unanswered questions. Bill said,
“Shirley, she loved you to the end.”
Words wouldn’t form, and after
what seemed an eternity, I quietly
thanked him and said good-bye.
Where I had been swept out to
sea, his words were a rescue helicopter hovering over me, offering
a lifeline. I may never understand
why she couldn’t do long distance
relationships; it didn’t matter anymore. Now, I knew that she loved
me to the end.
Our ancestors did life together,
worked together, shared meals,
traveled miles in covered wagons,
fought wars, and buried loved ones
together. Today, we have prisons
and malls full of people trying to
fill that emptiness, and sometimes
it is hard to tell the difference.
Attempting fill that void with things
is like trying to catch upchuck with
a teaspoon, and I can tell you for a
fact…that doesn’t work!
Shanti won Blue Ribbons at
the Brazoria County Fair with this
recipe.
Shanti’s Fudge
1 12 oz. Package Chocolate
1 12 oz. Package Butterscotch
Chips
2 Cans Eagle Brand Condensed
Milk
Combine above ingredients in
a large saucepan. Heat over low
heat just until melted. Stir mixture
well. Add:
4 Cups Chopped Nuts
4 Cups Mini Marshmallows
Stir quickly and pour into two
buttered 8 x 8 pans; chill in refrigerator for two hours to set.
(To contact Shirley, please send
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Q: I get weary of my family
telling me that Hell is a literal
place. Why should I believe their
wild imaginations and misinterpretations of passages in the Bible?
How can we know what Hell really
is? - I.M.
A: Mankind can only know the
reality of Hell by reading the truth
of Scripture. Hell is a lake of fire
(Revelation 20:15). It’s a place of
sorrow (Psalm 18:5). It’s a place
of wailing (Matthew 13:42). It’s a
place of outer darkness (Matthew
8:12). It’s a place where people
scream for mercy (Luke 16:24) and
a place of everlasting punishment
(Matthew 25:46).
That is God’s description - not
man’s. And God declares that all
people outside of Jesus Christ are
headed to that terrible place unless
they repent of their sins and turn
by faith to Jesus Christ.
The same Bible that teaches
the wrath, anger and judgment
of Almighty God also teaches
His love and mercy. Scores of
Scripture passages emphasize this
truth.
For those who have confessed
their sin and turned to the Lord
He says: “The Lord your God is a
merciful God, He will not forsake
you nor destroy you” (Deuteronomy 4:31). For those who have not

humbled themselves, this is the
day of decision. Outside of Christ,
we are all wicked and steeped in
sinful disobedience to God. “Let
the wicked forsake his way, and
the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, and He
will have mercy on him; and to
our God, for He will abundantly
pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).
What a merciful promise coming
down from Heaven to the human
race. We mustn’t let sin weigh us
down with weariness. Hell will be
filled with eternal sinfulness that
will never be satisfied. Turn to the
Lord while there is still time and
know the richness of His forgiveness.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

To advertise in The Bulletin, call 979-849-5407

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
chicken, buttered noodles, cooked
Menu subject to change.Take-out
cabbage, mixed greens, jello salad,
meals must be called in by 10:30
cornbread, dessert.
a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. Limited
Friday, Jan. 15: Meatloaf, macadine-in - please call ahead. Dine-in
roni & cheese, hominy, peas, tossed
meals served at 11:30 a.m. Meals
salad, garlic toast; dessert.
on wheels available - call before
Monday, Jan. 18: Beef stroga9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals
noff; cheese cauliflower; carrots;
available - call before 8 a.m.
pears & cottage cheese, garlic
Wednesday, Jan. 13: Turkey
toast; dessert.
pot pie, spiced apples, vegetable
Tuesday, Jan. 19: Smothered
medley; pears & cottage cheese;
meatballs, rice, okra & tomatoes,
sliced bread; dessert.
peas, jello, sliced bread, dessert.
Thursday, Jan. 14: Italian
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By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner
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Bulletin horoscope

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Every journey begins with a single
step. In the upcoming week, friends
or loved ones might distract you or
provide an excuse to put off important tasks. You could make headway
by focusing on a career opportunity.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
You and a companion could be
working on different goals during
the first half of the week. Instead
of trying to grab their attention, be
mindful. If someone needs to focus,
leave them to it until their project is
complete.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Use
your command of kind and gentle
words to create peace of mind and
bring others closer. In the week to
come, you might arrive at a conclusion about how to enjoy lasting
financial prosperity and tranquility.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): If
you initiate a new plan under these
stars, you might stay firmly connected to it. Once you get started
on something, you should find the
ideas and momentum needed to
challenge yourself and accomplish
a goal.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Dream
big, work hard, and you might find
that you can accomplish whatever
you want in the upcoming week.
Although your natural instinct is to
be sociable, try to stay focused and
follow through on your tasks.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If
you run into major roadblocks, be
strong and don’t give up. Find ways
around them. In the week ahead,
you could use the same technique
to handle everyday problems.
Focus on being resourceful and
creative.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You
may have more fun playing king
of the mountain than playing kissy
face as this week begins. You could
be productive and accomplish a
great deal, although social activities
might prove disappointing.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
The shortest distance between any
two points, even two points of view,
is always a straight line. As this
week unfolds, you’ll probably have
better results if you are straightforward and forthright.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

21): You may be surprised to be the
skilled negotiator at the workplace.
Your financial prospects could take
a step in the right direction this
week as soon as you decide to concentrate on them to the exclusion of
all else.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): The best people to spend time
with are those who believe in you.
The friends who agree with your
decisions and support your ambitions may encourage you. Having
support helps you stay on track in
the upcoming week.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
In the week ahead, what you have
always wanted could come knocking on your front door. Distance
yourself from negativity and remain
optimistic because even setbacks
might be in your best interests.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Your upcoming week can bring
plenty of satisfaction and contentment. You may hit your stride
with a creative project or reach a
milestone with your health. You may
become more dedicated to attaining
your ideals.

History of the World On This Day
January 12
1896 - At Davidson College,
several students took x-ray photographs. They created the first
X-ray photographs to be made in
America.
1904 - Henry Ford set a new land
speed record when he reached
91.37 miles per hour.
1908 - A wireless message was
sent long-distance for the first time
from the Eiffel Tower in Paris.
January 13
1900 - In Austria-Hungary,
Emperor Franz Joseph decreed that
German would be the language of
the imperial army to combat Czech
nationalism.
1906 - Hugh Gernsback, of the
Electro Importing Company, advertised radio receivers for sale for
the price of just $7.50 in “Scientific
American” magazine.
1928 - Ernst F. W. Alexanderson
gave the first public demonstration
of television.
January 14
1878 - Alexander Graham Bell
demonstrated the telephone for

Britain’s Queen Victoria.
1943 - U.S. President Franklin
D. Roosevelt became the first U.S.
President to fly in an airplane while
in office. He flew from Miami, FL,
to French Morocco where he met
with British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill to discuss World War II.
1952 - NBC’s “Today” show
premiered.
January 15
1863 - “The Boston Morning
Journal” became the first paper in
the U.S. to be published on wood
pulp paper.
1913 - The first telephone line
between Berlin and New York was
inaugurated.
1943 - The Pentagon was dedicated as the world’s largest office
building just outside Washington,
D.C., in Arlington, VA. The structure
covers 34 acres of land and has 17
miles of corridors.
January 16
1547 - Ivan the Terrible was
crowned Czar of Russia, and it
didn’t get much better after that.
1896 - The first five-player col-

lege basketball game was played at
Iowa City, IA.
1970 - Colonel Muammar
el-Quaddafi became virtual president of Libya.
January 17
1913 - All partner interests in 36
Golden Rule Stores were consolidated and incorporated in Utah into
one company. The new corporation
was the J.C. Penney Company.
1966 - A B-52 carrying four
H-bombs collided with a refuelling
tanker. The bombs were released,
and eight crewmembers were killed.
January 18
1911 - For the first time an aircraft landed on a ship. Pilot Eugene
B. Ely flew onto the deck of the
USS Pennsylvania in San Francisco harbor.
1939 - Louis Armstrong and
his orchestra recorded “Jeepers
Creepers.”
1957 - The first, non-stop,
around-the-world, jet flight came to
an end at Riverside, CA. The plane
was refueled in mid-flight by huge
aerial tankers.

Jumbles: MUDDY AROSE SHRINK BURLAP
Answer: Male models with successful careers are -- PAID HANDSOMELY

21 Raise
22 “The Cocktail Party” monogram
23 Former Carson Daly employer
24 Horn for Parker
26 Where to find Ruth and
Aaron: Abbr.
27 West in old movies
28 Small book size
30 Words that contradict what
preceded them

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

DOWN
1 __ Blofeld, Bond bad guy
2 Combines
3 Slope of loose stones
4 Passed
5 Sideshow __ of “The Simpsons”
6 Gave it another go
7 When Prospero says, “We are
such stuff / As dreams are
made on”
8 Hideaway
9 Dix moins sept
10 I-9 ID
11 Uphill aid
12 Sanctuary
13 Protection from planes
14 Support
21 Does very well
23 Do the bare minimum
25 Welk intro words
27 Mediterranean country in
which English is an official
language
29 Final purpose, to Aristotle
30 Factor in committee assignments
31 Houston’s __ Stadium, named
for an energy company
32 Has too much, briefly
33 Run a tab, say
34 Coffee, in diner slang
35 Hockey advantage
40 From days past
41 __ parade
42 Python pro
43 Bronze ordinal
44 Like Taos, say
46 Folks
48 Key of Mozart’s clarinet concerto: Abbr.
49 Version to debug
51 Sashimi selection
52 Light knock
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Solutions

BLUE BEIGE WHITE MAUVE INDIGO ORANGE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

ACROSS
1 Cathartic magnesium compound
11 Bygone Bulgarian bigwig
15 Some drag racers
16 Scott of “Arrested Development”
17 Comment denying kinship
18 Bob Ross painted with one
19 Dog follower, maybe
20 “Disturbia” singer, familiarly
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34 Perpetual loser
Complete the grid so each row, column
35 Game time?
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
36 Hydrocodone, e.g.
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
37 “Too Many Rappers” rapper
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
38 Holstein’s hi?
39 “Flags of Our Fathers” setting,
for short
41 Vegas summer hrs.
42 Windy City train org.
45 “Baywatch” actor
47 Superman’s mom
49 Physics Nobelist the year
after Einstein
50 “Count on me!”
51 Came clean
53 “Aww!”
54 Source of some long flows
55 Freezer aisle brand
56 At risk
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Home prices best since 2014 Big-city apartment rents are sliding with pandemic

Olivia Rockeman

Bloomberg News (TNS)

A measure of home prices in
20 U.S. cities rose in October by
the most since 2014 as ultra-low
mortgage rates and increased
buyer appetite for more space
depleted housing inventory.
The S&P CoreLogic CaseShiller index of property values
climbed 7.95% from the same
month the previous year, data
released recently showed.
The median forecast in a
Bloomberg survey of economists
called for a 6.95% year-overyear advance.
Home prices rose 1.6% from
the previous month, also more
than projected and the most
since April 2013.
The figures show how a lean
number of listings and solid
demand, fueled by cheap borrowing costs, have given sellers
more leeway to raise asking
prices.
At the same time, the lack of
inventory and surge in home
prices threaten to slow housing’s
momentum and price some
buyers out of the market.
Recent reports of sales of new
houses dropped in November to
the slowest pace in five months,

while purchases of existing homes
declined as record-low supply
constrained demand.
A gauge of home prices nationwide increased 8.4% from a year
earlier, the most since March
2014.
“Although the full history of the
pandemic’s impact on housing
prices is yet to be written, the data
from the last several months are
consistent with the view that Covid
has encouraged potential buyers
to move from urban apartments to
suburban homes,” Craig Lazzara,
managing director and global head
of index investment strategy at
S&P Dow Jones Indices, said in a
statement.
The S&P CoreLogic CaseShiller data showed all cities
posted year-over-year home-price
gains, led by Phoenix, Seattle and
San Diego. Data for Detroit were
excluded because of pandemic-related reporting delays.
A separate report from the
Federal Housing Finance Agency
— which derives its data from
mortgages that conform to Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac limits —
reported that its purchase-only
price index rose 10.2% in October
from a year ago, the most since
2005.

Steve Brown

The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

Some big-city markets are
seeing huge declines in apartment
rents, thanks to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Looking nationwide at one-bedroom units, monthly rents are still
up about 1% from a year ago.
But in some of the biggest U.S.
apartment markets, there have
been huge declines in monthly
rental rates.
The biggest drops are in San
Francisco, where the median rent
on a one-bedroom apartment has
fallen more than 27% during the
last year.
In New York City, apartments
are down almost 19% year-over-

year in November.
There are double-digit percentage rent declines in Seattle, Chicago and the District of Columbia,
too.
“The rent trends we are seeing
in the market right now are a
reflection very much of what’s
going on and impacting the
broader housing market,” said
Danielle Hale, chief economist with
Realtor.com.
“Rents are falling in big cities
and growing elsewhere — particularly in areas that have benefited
from people coming in, fleeing
those large cities and seeking
more affordable rent.”
Dallas-Fort Worth apartment
rents are basically flat, when you

don’t count incentives offered by
landlords to lure renters. With the
number of giveaways growing,
renters can still find bargains in
North Texas.
While apartment rents have
fallen in many areas, rents for
single-family homes are rising.
“Rents are rising about 2.5% to
3% on a national basis over the
last 12 months — much faster
than inflation overall,” said Frank
Nothaft, the top economist at
CoreLogic. “Single-family rents
are continuing to rise and perhaps that’s reflecting some of the
shift from families who are renting
moving from high-rise apartment
buildings to low-density single-family homes.”

Pandemic getting you down? Play some music or sing
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

There’s no doubt the COVID-19
pandemic and the difficulties people
have experienced this year have
taken a toll on mental health.
Music is one tool to use to ease
the strain on your mental health and
help you to heal in the future.
No one can tell a person exactly
how to enjoy music. This is because
music preferences are as unique as
each person.
Music therapy is a field of medicine where music is used to treat
various conditions, much as a physical therapist might treat a patient.
Performing music often is more
powerful than listening. If you have
the skill, you should try to perform
music. You don’t need to be a classically trained musician, and you

don’t need an audience. Sure, you
can sit down and play the piano, but
belting out a tune in the shower or
in your car likely is just as helpful.
Whistling is performing music, too.
However you do it, find a way to
make music.
Music has always been a social
bonding activity. If you aren’t
comfortable making your own
music, you can make listening more
powerful by listening together. With
quarantine, this takes creativity.
Try listening to a song together on
Facetime with a friend or playing
music that you and a neighbor

enjoy. If you and another person
have a song that you share as
your special song, call him or her
― or send them the song to listen
to ― and then call and talk when
the song is done. If you are quarantined together, listen together.
Music often is linked to some
of our deepest and most resilient
memories and emotions. If you are
feeling down, think back to music
you listened to during a happier
time. Often this is music from your
youth. Whatever this music is,
listen to it, and it may lighten the
mood.

