
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

We’ll continue this week our trekking down to the old fish camps on 
the west bank at the end of the San Bernard River.

We touched base last week with the first camp – the Ducroz Bait 
Camp at the Point and the beginning of Franklin’s Camp in 1944 
upriver, where Ernie’s Acres is 
today.

 Part of Franklin’s cabins are 
still standing today. The 2J’s 
restaurant, which was lost during Hurricane Harvey, was built on the 
base of Franklin’s oyster barge.

In the fall of 1946, Walter Upton and his wife, Ellen, started their 
camp at the end of the river. He bought Army-surplus Quonset huts 
from Camp Hulen for his cabins. To get the huts to the camp, the road 

there had to be improved. The shell 
for the improvement came from Dr. 
Ducroz’s ranch,  just above Frank-
lin’s Camp.

Brazoria County provided the 
equipment and manpower to dig and 
spread the shell from Churchill down 
to the Point. Gus Franklin and Sam 
Laird were the spotters for the dump 
trucks spreading the shell. In return, 
the road to their camp off the main 
road was also shelled. Once the 
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Memories are made of this

By John Toth
The Bulletin

He was standing next to a bunch 
of roses, ready to hand them out to 
the lucky winners. He was looking 
for a wife.

The candidates stood by anx-
iously. They excitedly hugged him 
when he called out their names, 
asking if they would accept the rose.

I was working on The Bulletin and 
had the TV on for background noise. 
I do that quite often. This is how I 
also watch sports. I mostly listen to it 
while I work. I look up for home runs,  

touchdowns or rose handouts.
I had the TV tuned to “The 

Bachelor,” a reality show in its 25th 
season. I can honestly tell you that I 
have watched zero seasons. It’s not 
a guy show. Women, I hear, love it. 

So, is this an “alternative’ way 
to choose a wife? While I was not 
paying full attention to the show, it 
was not hard to follow the plot by 
just listening to it between writing 
headlines.

Why didn’t I think of doing this 
when I was single? I could have 
rented a venue and invited 30 or 
so women to compete for a chance 

Ramblings

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I have contracted the COVID virus 
and am going through a slow recov-
ery period. I spent a few days in the 
hospital on antibiotics and steroids, 
and I am here to tell you about my 
experience with the not-so-nice 
COVID-19 coronavirus.

My ex-wife, the mother of my chil-
dren, visited my home one day with 
my grandson. He is fine; we both 
got ill - her worse than I. We visited 
on Friday and started exhibiting 
symptoms on Saturday, a little fast 
for a primary exposure.

None of my friends are positive at 
this juncture. My ex-wife works in the 
medical field, and I wonder if that’s 
where she was exposed. I, on the 
other hand, eat out frequently, and 

Part 2: How it used to be along the San Bernard River

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

It was decision time.
Should I get the Covid-19 vac-

cine?
Let me be clear: I am not an 

anti-vaxer. I trust the scientists who 
developed the vaccines and the fed-
eral regulators who approved them.

I would be the first person in line 
if it weren’t for an unusual medical 
history that complicates my decision. 

On one hand, the science tells me 
I should rush to get the vaccine.  I 
am 73 years old with an underlying 
condition. That makes me a high- 
risk for the coronavirus. Getting the 
vaccine seems a no-brainer.  

On the other hand, there is 
emotion. I suffer from transverse 

My dilemma with 
the vaccine: 

Should I take it?

The View from My Seat
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The mother of all 
Gulf Coast snowfalls

Parts of Texas got snow; We got rain

For those of us living along the 
Texas Gulf Coast, we missed out 
on snow on Jan. 10, but we do 
have some good memories of past 
snowfalls, especially the one on 
Christmas Eve 2004.

How could we forget waking up 
to a white Christmas, with snow 
blanketing our cars, homes and 
streets. It even made our trash cans 
look elegant.

So, for all our readers who love 
snow, enjoy those memories and 
all the Facebook posts from areas 
where it snowed in January, even 
though it is not exactly what Christ-
mas Day 2004 looked like.

Congratulations to all the people in Texas who saw snow on Jan. 10.  
Facebook was filled with pictures of the rare snowfall in Austin and nearby 
areas. Even very little snowmen were built as Austinites enjoyed this rare 
phenomena.

As for those of us on the Gulf Coast, all we got was cold rain and stayed 
inside watching football most of the day. Playing in the snow is fun (for a 
short time). Playing in cold rain is not fun.

Two of the Toth children building 
a snowman Christmas Day 2004.

Jan. 20 Jan. 21 Jan. 22 Jan. 23 Jan. 24 Jan. 25 Jan. 26



hydrogen atomic nuclei of the 
body’s water molecules precessing 
like little toy tops. Then a radio 
wave jostles the tops in patterns 
that discriminate healthy soft tis-
sues from unhealthy. Bones have 
been X-rayed for over 100 years, 
but only recently with MRI have 
muscles, nerves, the brain been 
effectively “laid bare.”

Champagne glass facts
Q. Big celebration coming! 

You’ve selected the champagne 
carefully. Should you also give 
thought to the glasses you’ll be 
using for serving?

A. Absolutely. The long-
stemmed slender flute is better 
suited for drinking sparkling wines 
than the once-fashionable coupe, 
whose shape legendarily was mod-
eled on the bosom of Marie Antoi-
nette, says Gerard Liger-Belair in 
“Scientific American.” The shallow, 
wide-brimmed coupe glasses are 
not only spill-prone but fail to keep 
the drink as cold. “Further, coupes 
do not present the elegant bubble 
trains to best advantage.”

These multiple trains rise in lines 
from the sides of a poured glass, 
like myriad tiny hot-air balloons, 
forming a bubble-ring, or “col-
lerette,” at the top of a filled flute. 

Here, the restricted surface area 
“concentrates the aromas carried 
up with the bubbles and released 
by their collapse.” But the loud pop 
of an opened champagne bottle 
only wastes bubbles (“the ear’s 
gain is the palate’s loss”), says 
Liger-Belair.

 So hold the bottle at 45 
degrees, cork pointed safely away, 
and “gently turn the bottle in one 
direction.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Want to name a dinosaur?
Q. Apatosaurus, Stegosaurus, 

Tyrannosaurus, et al.  So you’d like 
to add to paleontological history 
and name a dinosaur? What do 
you have to do to get your wish?

A. The job falls to whoever first 
does scientific research about the 
specimen, or who decides it is 
worthy of being named a new spe-
cies, says Jack Horner, dinosaur 
paleontologist and advisor to the 
“Jurassic Park” movies, in his book 
“Dinosaurs Under the Big Sky.”

The name must come from 
Greek or Latin, and should best 
be descriptive, such as Maiasaura 
peeblesorum, for an adult duck-bill 
dinosaur Horner helped excavate 
(and his friend named), Maiasaura, 
meaning “good mother reptile” and 
peeblesorum, honoring the Pee-
bles family who owned the land.

Sidelight: How did old favorite 
Brontosaurus get re-christened 
Apatosaurus, or “deceptive rep-
tile”? Both species were named 
by Charles O. Marsh in 1879 and 
1877, except a century later stud-
ies showed they were the same 
species, and so the earlier name 
took precedence.

Scientific names are supposed 
to be scientific, says Horner, but 

Cuttysarkosaurus may have come 
from a colleague out in the field too 
long; Micropachycephalosaurus is 
from Asia, packs much description; 
Zizhongosaurus and Xuanhano-
saurus are from China. 

“There are hundreds of 
names that I don’t know how to 
pronounce, including Tuojian-
gosaurus, Unquillosaurus, and 
Wuerhosaurus. The two dinosaur 
genera I’ve been responsible for, 
Maiasaura and Orodromeus, seem 
so simple, but someone whose 
native tongue is a language other 
than English might find those 
names as hard to pronounce as 
Kakuru kujani is for me.”

MRI power
Q. How powerful is the magnet 

in an MRI machine?  
A. At 15,000 Gauss, it’s 30,000 

times stronger than the Earth’s 
magnetic field, says Joseph P. 
Hornak, professor of chemistry and 
imaging science at the Rochester 
Institute of Technology. Credit 
cards or bank cards are erased. 

Metal implants can become dan-
gerous internal knives; pacemak-
ers may be affected. Perilous are 
any loose nearby oxygen tanks, 
mop buckets, etc., that may go 
airborne.

The point of Magnetic Res-
onance Imaging is to set the 

DID YOU KNOW?

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

Small Ice Cream
Cone

redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

79
  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

NOW HIRING

• Misomaniac: A person who 
hates everything. Do you know 
anyone who qualifies?

• When Mozart was 8-years-old, 
he was tested by the Royal Society 
to determine whether he was really 
a child or if he was secretly an adult 
dwarf. They were convinced of his 
age when, in the middle of playing 
a piece, he was distracted by a cat 
running through the room.

• Worker bees are all female, 
and they’re the only ones that can 
sting.  The males are just used for 
reproduction.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

I STEAL THE GOODS; YOU 
CHECK THE CAR: The plan of a 
shoplifter and his driver to flee the 
scene of the crime was foiled when 
their getaway car wouldn’t start 
because the battery was dead. One 
of the men stole an armful of mer-
chandise from a department store in 
Portland, Ore., then ran to the car, 
where his accomplice was waiting. 
That’s when they were forced to ask 
other people in the parking lot for 
a jump start, but deputies arrived 
before they could get it going. Inside 
the car, the cops found bags of 
clothing from other stores, laptops, 
phones, stolen credit cards, Oregon 
ID cards, a magnetic card reader/
writer, counterfeit cash and drugs. 

JUST CALM DOWN, BALDY, 
AND GET A TOUPEE: A bald 
man got very angry and belligerent 
when a worker at a hair salon in 
Lawrenceburg, Ky., told him that 
no product existed “to bring his hair 
back.” The 6’3”, 250-pound man 
started shouting at the woman and 
was arrested for disorderly conduct. 

SHE JUST MAKES ME SO 
MAD SOMETIMES: A man, who 

took a walk to calm down after an 
argument with his wife, wound up 
hiking for a week, covering 280 
miles from Como, in the north of 
Italy, to Fano - a beach resort on 
the Adriatic coast. Police were on 
the lookout for him because his wife 
had reported him missing. He said 
that he was shocked to find that 
he’d gone such a distance. 

EXCUSE ME, DO YOU HAVE 
A RESERVATION?: A sheep 
strolled through the automatic doors 
and into the Premier Inn hotel in 
Holyhead, Wales, and roamed the 
corridors for a while until staffers 
caught the animal, waiting in front of 
the first-floor elevator. They ushered 
it back outside. 

YOU SEEM UPSET, SIR: A 
man, who was told his direct deposit 
hadn’t cleared yet at a bank in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., went outside, uprooted 
a mailbox and tied the front doors 
shut with guitar string. He then 
began throwing various objects at 
the ATM outside. As bank employ-
ees called the cops, he picked 
up a chunk of concrete and threw 
it through the drive-thru window 

before pedaling away on his bike. 
The cops soon caught up. with him. 

NEXT TIME, HOW ABOUT 
JUST DINNER AND A MOVIE: 
A couple on their second date went 

climbing on Blencathra Mountain 
in Cumbria, England, and the man 
slipped and fell about 60 yards 
down the rocks while the woman 
became stranded on a crag. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457
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I’m in coffee groups that meet five or 
six days a week. One of our mem-
bers had the virus a few months 
ago, but it was only a mild case with 
him having only a headache and his 
ability to taste affected.

Could it have come from a gro-
cery store where there are always 
those that refuse to wear a mask 
and insist on handling all the pro-
duce? Who knows?

I live alone and had myself tested 
on Monday, Dec. 14, before Christ-
mas. Ta-Daaah -  it was positive. I 
quarantined at home, and slowly my 
symptoms worsened. I had cough-
ing and shallow breathing and was 
weak as a kitten.

I finally threw in the towel on 
Christmas Day and went to the 
UTMB Angleton Campus ER. I can’t 
thank the staff enough for the kind-
ness and concern they exhibited.

My contact interview took place 
before Christmas Day, before I 
was at my worst. I answered all the 
questions, despite hanging up on 
them several times. I should have 
realized then I was getting worse.

I couldn’t operate my phone with 
any degree of competency. I didn’t 
feel like I could even sit at the com-
puter and operate it until New Year’s 
Day; this is something I normally do 
daily. I was trying to pay bills on-line 
as usual, but I had to limit myself 
when I started catching mistakes.

Blood work, X-ray, picc line put 
in for IV antibiotic, oxygen nasal 
cannula - the ER doctor explained 
and made sure I understood every-
thing before shipping me upstairs. 
Interestingly, most of the nursing 
staff had experienced the virus 

themselves, primarily in October 
and November. This definitely gave 
them perspective and compassion 
for the people in the ICU isolation 
rooms.

The only complaint I have during 
my five-day stay was the food. I still 
have nightmares about the food. I 
subsisted on water and the occa-
sional fruit cup during my stay. I lost 
27 pounds during my stay, and if I 
ever read a menu with Homemade 
Meatloaf with Farmer Brown Gravy 
on it, I will get up and run.

I was nearly suckered in one 
morning by pancakes and sausage 
on the menu. I sawed desperately 
with my little plastic knife on the 
non-yielding pancake, then picked 
up a piece of the link sausage and 
took a bite. Good Lord, I spent the 
rest of the morning trying to rinse 
the taste out of my mouth. My taste 
buds were evidently not totally 
dormant.

The Monday after Christmas Day, 
they told me I could go home, and I 
called my children to come get me. I 
was free - well, sort of - in quaran-
tine. I couldn’t have done much, 
regardless.

My oxygen level would drop to 80 
with the least exertion, and it would 
take over an hour of resting to build 
it back up to 90, but at least it would 
go back up. My daughter purchased 
a pulse oximeter for me, and in four 
days, my recovery rate dropped 
to 30 minutes and finally to mere 
minutes.

I am still weak and unsteady on 
my feet, which made cooking a defi-
nite impossibility. My food require-
ments were met by the children and 
a cadre of friends.

Duke and Renee brought 
gumbo that lasted me three days. I 
quickly learned the amount I could 
eat was limited. Terry and Lorie 
offered numerous times to pick 
up something for me. My children 
provided brisket, cookies, and a 
What-A-Burger, which was good for 
two meals. Susan sent cookies for 
Christmas, which were used as a 
welcomed supplement. Bobby and 
Sue sent a New Year’s feast that 

easily surpassed two meals. It was 
complete with all New Year’s good 
luck food prerequisites. I am still too 
weak to be totally stir-crazy, at this 
point too weak to stir, so I’m only 
crazy.

The children brought my mail, 
which neighbor Jon collected for 
me. Mail deliveries, as I improved, 
were accompanied by a distanced 
conversation. My son, Wes, 
replaced some light bulbs and fixed 
my AC filter, which I had attempted 
to change on Christmas Eve, only to 
succeed in falling twice before real-
izing it was beyond my capabilities.

The New Year’s celebration was 

far from our usual norm. We did 
have a nice Facetime visit to finish 
out 2020 and welcome in 2021. I 
hope this is a better and friendlier 
New Year for all of us.

I am but one of the many people 
afflicted by the COVID-19 coronavi-
rus. My recommendations are that if 
you aren’t wearing a mask - start.

Spare someone, in case you 
contract the virus. I don’t care if you 
don’t agree, or feel that wearing a 
mask violates your constitutional 
rights, protect your family and 
friends.

If you, like so many of us, have 
friends and acquaintances afflicted, 
some grievously, then show your 
concern and humanity by helping 

to slow the spread. Masks, hand 
washing, social distancing are all 
essential items to help slow the 
spread.

If you go out to eat or socialize, 
do so in small groups, properly 
distanced. We do need to support 
our local businesses. They don’t 
deserve to be decimated by neglect. 
Order pickup or delivery. Don’t let 
them all suffer the dire economic 
consequences of this pandemic.

We are all in this together.
(Edward Forbes wants to 

hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

My struggle with COVID-19 landed me in ICU for holidays 

DID YOU KNOW?
• Drinking alcohol every day 

makes your brain age faster.
• There’s a supervolcano beneath 

Yellowstone National Park that 
would release ash so dense, it 
would block the sun and send the 
world into another Ice Age if it were 
to erupt.

• Butterflies will drink blood if 
given the chance.
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Senior Focus
Some myths about Social Security

Dear Rusty: It is common 
knowledge that over the decades 
politicians have taken billions if not 
trillions of dollars out of the Social 
Security fund to finance other gov-
ernment programs. This information 
is never published or addressed 
and having the government repay 
this money back to SS is never 
discussed, as it seems to be the 
most logical solution. When the SS 
program is financially viable again, 
future changes to the program can 
be discussed in a more meaningful 
way. Signed: Informed Senior 

Dear Informed: I’m afraid 
that what you refer to as “common 
knowledge” 
is actually a 
common myth, 
pervasive on 
social media but nevertheless 
not accurate. Here at the AMAC 
Foundation, we have thoroughly 
researched this charge, and 
reality is that every dollar ever 
contributed to Social Security 
since the program’s beginning has 
been used only to pay benefits 
to beneficiaries, or to pay for the 
cost of running the Social Security 
Administration. Administrative costs 
are about 1%. Any surplus revenue 
exceeding program cost was 
deposited into the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund as “special issue 
government bonds”, which pay 
interest (at 2.2% for 2019). As of 
the end of 2019, there were nearly 
$2.9 trillion in assets held in Social 
Security’s Trust Funds, and none of 
those assets have ever been used 
for any purpose other than Social 
Security. 

Some of the myths you may 
have heard include:

• That President Kennedy used 
SS funds to pay for the Peace 
Corps; 

• That President Reagan used 
SS funds to pay for his Strategic 
Defense Initiative; 

• That President Johnson used 
SS funds to pay for the war in Viet 
nam;

None of these are true, but the 
one which gains the most visibility 
is the last one. And that comes 

from an accounting gimmick that 
President Johnson used back in 
the 1960s to make the Federal debt 
look less than it was. When John-
son realized the Federal balance 
sheet didn’t reflect assets held in 
the Social Security Trust Funds, he 
arranged for that balance sheet to 
reflect SS reserves as a Federal 
asset, which masked the size of 
Federal debt. But no Social Secu-
rity money was ever taken out of 
the Trust Funds and, indeed, this 
accounting “gimmick” was reversed 
in the 1980s so that Social Secu-
rity’s reserves no longer partially 
offset the Federal debt in the Gov-

ernment’s financial 
reporting. 

I know how 
pervasive these 

allegations are, and I also know 
that some Americans will never 
be convinced that politicians have 
not accessed, and cannot access, 
Social Security’s money. But by 
law, Social Security’s assets can be 
used only for Social Security, and 
nothing else. 

Some say that the assets in the 
Trust Funds are merely IOUs and 
that the actual money has been 
used by politicians. The Trust 
Funds assets are interest-bearing 
investment instruments, which can 
be redeemed on demand by the 
Social Security Administration as 
needed to pay SS program costs. 
Those “special issue government 
bonds” are backed by the “full faith 
and credit” of the United States 
Government which, in investment 
circles, is viewed as primarily risk-
free. If they are “IOUs,” it is in the 
same sense that the assets in a 
stock and bond portfolio are IOUs. 

Social Security’s current finan-
cial issue stems from steadily 
increasing life expectancies and 
the declining ratio of workers to 
beneficiaries. People are now 
collecting Social Security benefits 
for decades instead of a few years, 
and the number of beneficiaries 
is steadily increasing (about 64 
million today). Simultaneously, 
there are now only 2.8 workers per 
SS beneficiary compared to, for 

Ask Rusty

example, 1960, when there were 
5.1 workers for every beneficiary. 
Both these realities have resulted 
in the need to withdraw assets 
from the Trust Funds to fully pay 
benefit obligations. And, according 
to the Social Security Trustees, 
those Trust Fund reserves will 
be depleted in the early 2030s, 
resulting in an across the board cut 

in benefits – unless Congress acts 
soon to restore Social Security to 
financial solvency. 

(This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security 

Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our 
website at amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.)

How is it determined which seniors will get vaccine first?
By Judith Graham
Kaiser Health News (TNS)

With initial supplies of vac-
cines limited, setting priorities 
is inevitable. This means that 
hospitals and physicians try to 
identify older adults who are 
at the highest risk of becoming 
seriously ill from COVID-19 
and offer them the vaccine.

A study of more than 
500,000 Medicare beneficia-
ries age 65 and older provides 
new evidence that could influ-
ence these assessments. 

It found the conditions that 
most increase older adults’ 
chances of dying from COVID-
19 are sickle cell disease, 
chronic kidney disease, leu-
kemias and lymphomas, heart 
failure, diabetes, cerebral 
palsy, obesity, lung cancer and 
heart attacks, in that order.

“Out of all Medicare ben-

eficiaries, we identified just 
under 2,500 who had no 
medical problems and died of 
COVID-19,” said Dr. Martin 
Makary, co-author of the study 
and a professor of health 
policy and management at 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health in 
Baltimore. “We knew risk was 
skewed toward comorbidity 
(multiple underlying medical 
conditions), but we didn’t real-
ize it skewed this much.”

Dr. Sharon Inouye, a geria-
trician at Hebrew Senior Life 
in Boston and a professor of 
medicine at Harvard Medical 
School, is among the phy-
sicians impatiently awaiting 
the publication of data from 
Pfizer’s and Moderna’s phase 
3 clinical trials.

Among the things she wants 
to know: How many older 

adults with chronic health 
conditions participated? How 
many participants were 75 
and older? Did side effects 
differ for older adults?

“What I worry about most 
is the side effects,” she said. 
“We may not be able to know 
about serious but rare side 
effects until millions of people 
take them.”

But that’s a gamble she’s 
willing to take. Not only will 
Inouye get a vaccine, she just 
told her 91-year-old mother, 
who lives in assisted living, to 
say “yes” when one is offered.

“My whole family lives 
in fear that something will 
happen to her,” Inouye said. 
“Even though there’s a lot we 
still don’t know about these 
vaccines, it’s compelling that 
we protect people from this 
overwhelming illness.”
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Senior Focus

Ten

Memory Care

Don’t give COVID 
scammers your 
Medicare number

Medicare covers the 
COVID-19 vaccine at no cost 
to you, so if anyone asks 
you to share your Medicare 
Number or pay for access to 
the vaccine, you can bet it’s a 
scam. 

Here’s what to know:
• You can’t pay to put your 

name on a list to get the vac-
cine. 

• You can’t pay to get early 
access to a vaccine. 

• Don’t share your per-
sonal or financial information 
if someone calls, texts, or 
emails you promising access 
to the vaccine for a fee.

• Con artists may try to get 
your Medicare Number or 
personal information so they 
can steal your identity and 
commit Medicare fraud. Medi-
care fraud results in higher 
health care costs and taxes 
for everyone.

Protect yourself from 
Medicare fraud. Guard your 
Medicare card like it’s a 
credit card. Remember:

• Medicare will never contact 
you for your Medicare Number 
or other personal information 
unless you’ve given them 
permission in advance.

• Medicare will never call 
you to sell you anything.

• You may get calls from 
people promising you things 
if you give them a Medicare 
Number. Don’t do it. 

• Medicare will never visit 
you at your home.

• Medicare can’t enroll you 
over the phone unless you 
called first.

• Learn more tips to help 
prevent Medicare fraud.

• Check regularly for Medi-
care billing fraud. Review your 
Medicare claims and Medicare 
Summary Notices for any ser-
vices billed to your Medicare 
Number you don’t recognize.

• Learn more about how to 
spot fraud.

• Report anything suspicious 
to Medicare. If you suspect 
fraud, call 1-800-MEDICARE.

Supplements can boost immune system
From healthline.com

No matter your age, it’s 
important to take care of your 
body and prevent illness.

But if you’re 65 or older, 
something as simple as the 
flu or a common cold can 
progress and lead to com-
plications. This includes 
secondary infections like 
pneumonia, bronchitis, an ear 
infection, or a sinus infection. 

If you have a chronic 
condition such as asthma or 
diabetes, a respiratory illness 
can make these worse.

Because of this, it’s import-
ant to make healthy choices 

to strengthen your immune 
system and reduce the likeli-
hood of illness.

Stay active and consider 
taking some supplements 
to help support a healthy 
immune system. Before 
taking a supplement, always 
ask your doctor if it’s safe, 
especially if you’re taking 
a prescription medication. 
Some supplements they may 
recommend include calcium, 
vitamin D, vitamin B6, or 
vitamin B12.

Take supplements or 
multivitamins as instructed to 
boost your immune system.
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trucks started running, the operation 
lasted 24/7 until it was complete.

Franklin and Laird built some 
things for the camp, but they ran 
out of funds. So, in early 1947, the 
Franklin family moved to Houston 
to manage a tourist court and save 
money to finish the camp. They 
returned to finish Franklin’s Camp 
in 1950. 

The Laird family moved to 
Ducroz at the Point, managing it 
for Dr. Ducroz from 1947 to 1952. 
Sam Laird sold his portion of the 
Franklin’s Camp, which eventually 
became Ernie’s Acres subdivision.

Gus Franklin, a master carpenter 
by trade, built the camp’s cabins 
and shrimp boats. Once back, he 
continually improved the camp until 
the early 1960s, which is when 
Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh and her 

children moved there. 
Rhodenbaugh fondly recalls her 

life there. In addition to teaching 
and driving a school bus, she 
started one of the only cafes on the 
river, The Gumbo House, to sup-
plement her income. She finished 
out the downstairs under one of 
Franklin’s cabins for her café. 

At first, she served only gumbo 
on the weekends, but added 
hamburgers, steaks, fried shrimp, 
red snapper, etc. It was open every 
day during the summer. She ran 
The Gumbo House from 1966 to 
1975, when she moved back to her 
family’s Holly Farms.

When the Lairds moved to 
Ducroz Camp, cattle still roamed 
the prairie and the camps. Tarpon 
and giant sawfish were caught in 
the river. The only water supply 
was a natural artesian well at the 

edge of the river that also supplied 
a cattle watering trough.

There were five rental cabins 
– two on the hill for $3 a day and 
three closer to the water for $2 a 
day. All the cabins had a screened 
porch and kitchen/bedroom. The 
ones on the hill were more expen-
sive because they were cooler. 

People could fish and camp at 
the river’s edge free of charge. 
There were no fishing lights at 
night. They had outdoor toilets. 
Baths were taken in the water 
trough. The Lairds rented fishing 
poles, and 10 wooden boats with 
oars – no motors. Live shrimp was 
50 cents a quart. 

Sometimes, it has been claimed, 
there were so many mosquitoes 
that the cattle grazing in the nearby 
salt marsh would choke to death 
from breathing them in. By 1952, a 
water well was dug by the artesian 
well, and faucets were installed 
to the outside of each cabin. Bath 
houses with toilets and showers – 
one for women, one for men, were 
built. 

In 1952 or ’53, the Lairds had a 
falling out with Ducroz and began 
managing Upton’s Camp. Bob and 
Dutch Truitt with their 9 children 
then managed Ducroz Camp. In 
4-5 years, they had their camp 
upriver.

S. Walter Upton, a rancher from 
Sealy, built the largest of the old 
bait camps. This camp included 
20 Quonset huts, a “convenience” 
store and a two-story house with 
the manager’s home upstairs and 
the bait house downstairs, and his 
home. 

John Barak remembers staying 
in the Quonset huts. “The cabins 
were very hot in the summer – no 
air conditioning, no ceiling fan,” he 
said.

Upton fashioned shrimp boats 
from Army surplus landing craft 
boats. His camp was the first in 
the area to rent aluminum boats. 
Capt. Bailey,  a Texas Ranger, 
was his silent partner. Upton used 
a drag line to dredge a canal and 
“basin” for his bait boxes. Later he 
dredged other canals and sold lots 
on them.

(Write Jan in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Life along the Bernard River bottom in the good ol’ days

Franklin’s Camp Cabins, circa 1950 to mid-1950s. Photo provided by 
Ronnie Franklin.

(Continued from Page 1)
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9a.m. - 3p.m.
We will resume classes as 

soon as the Covid-19 threat 
subsides

YES! BrazCon, a Brazoria 
County Library System annual 
event, will be held for the fifth 
year virtually on Feb. 20 from 
2-5 p.m.

  The BrazCon Portal will open 
at 2 p.m., and participants are 
welcome to explore the event 
from the comfort of their home.

We are very excited to 
announce our Opening Author 
and Keynote Speaker for 
BrazCon will be Neil Gaiman, 
world-renowned author and 
winner of a plethora of literary 
awards for children, teens and 
adults!  

“A Conversation with Neil 
Gaiman” will be a live-virtual 
program held on Saturday at 2 
p.m. Preregistration for partici-
pation is required and will open 
on Feb. 1. The viewing audience 
will have the ability to participate 
with the “Chat” option! We are 
very excited to welcome Mr. 

Gaiman at BrazCon 2021-Virtual!
BrazCon has lots to offer this 

year! The Houston Zoo will provide 
a Harry Potter-inspired “Care of 
Non-magical Creatures” program 
featuring a boa constrictor, ana-
conda, owls and a tenec, similar in 
looks to a Pygmy Puff. Learn more 
about the creatures featured in the 
Harry Potter series.

Mark Fearing, a graphic novelist 
from California, will be presenting, 
“How To Make a Graphic Novel.”  
We will also provide drawing 
tutorials from several different local 
artists, including Shawn Machie, 
Davy Jones and Perla Cedillo, who 
will share their different drawing 
styles, tips and tricks.

Cosplay and costumes have 
always held an important place at 
BrazCon, and this year is no exep-
tion!  Not only will we have several 
sessions on Cosplay, but we will 
also feature the annual BrazCon 
Cosplay Contest. To enter, con-
testants will submit a photograph 
of themselves in costume. Prizes 
will be awarded for age catego-
ries, 1- 9, 10 - 14, and 15 -18 and 
a Group category for 2 or more 

persons, as long as one of them is 
18 or younger.  All costumes and 
photos must be considered “Family 
Friendly” and suitable to be viewed 
by all ages. All prizes will be avail-
able for pick-up at a BCLS Branch. 

The BrazCon Art Wall has 
also been a part of nearly every 
BrazCon. We are offering a space 
to showcase Fan Art as well as a 
place to post photos of completed 
craft projects. The Art Wall is avail-
able for all ages, and all submis-
sions must be “Family Friendly.”  

Both the Cosplay Contest and 
Art Wall will be viewable on Bib-
lioboard, which can be found on 
the BCLS website under eBranch. 
There will also be a link on the 
BrazCon Portal to view the photos. 
In order to access Biblioboard, 
patrons will need a library card.

Gaming will be featured as well 
with several sessions on “How 
to Play…” as well as tips and 
tricks for several different games, 
including Dungeons and Dragons.  
Gaming is sponsored by Communi-
ties in Schools-Texas Joint Venture 
and BCLS.

Crafting is always a big part of 
BrazCon, and this year we are 
distributing BrazCon2Go Crafting 
Kits to all open branches.

 Fandom-related crafts are 
designed for kids ages 10-18 and 
will be available while supplies 
last. Starting Friday, Feb. 12 
through Friday, Feb. 19, a new 
craft kit will be available each day 
for pick-up. Supplies are limited, 
so we ask that families limit the 
number of kits they take to 1 per 
family member. 

Crafts are sponsored by the 
American Chemical Society of 
Brazoria County and BCLS. 

BrazCon 2021-Virtual will be 
GREAT and available to you 
from your living room! 

 To attend BrazCon, find the 
BrazCon Portal at bcls.lib.tx.us/
BrazCon. To post photos for the 
Cosplay Contest, the BrazCon 
Art Wall, or to find more informa-
tion about any activities available 
at BrazCon, visit bcls.lib.tx.us/
brazcon and click on the appro-
priate link.  

You can also visit the BrazCon 
Facebook page to stay up-to-
date with the event. Mark your 
calendars for Feb. 20, pick up 
your BrazCon2Go Craft Kits at 
your local branch, and join us for 
BrazCon 2021-Virtual!

“A Conversation with Neil Gaiman” will be a live virtual program held on Saturday, Feb. 20, at 2 p.m.  
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Angleton, Texas 77515
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#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
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HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

to marry me. That’s what the TV 
bachelor does. I would have bought 
roses and started to eliminate the 
candidates after a short interview. 
Or, I could have even selected 
some candidates to whom I had 
never spoken.

I would have speeded up this 
process by asking them to fill out a 
questionnaire.

Then I could have handed out a 
dozen roses and asked those who 
didn’t get one to just leave. I know 
they would be heartbroken, but 
that’s not my problem. I needed to 

pare down the crowd.
If I followed the show’s path, 

I would still have the problem of 
dealing with a harem, although now 
much smaller. In the USA, I can only 
marry one of them. So, more paring 
down would be needed, and more 
breaking of hearts.

Finally, after several weeks, I 
would be ready to make up my mind 
and tell the second-to-last contes-
tant to scram (in a nice way, maybe 
with tears rolling down my face). 
And the winner would be the love 
of my life because she beat out all 
the other contestants, just to spend 

eternity with me.
I don’t know if Sharon would have 

gone through all that, so I’m glad 
that I didn’t rent that venue. We 
met, became friends and spent time 
together. She got roses, but only 
she got them.

Those were great times. No cam-
eras around to record it every step 
of the way, but the memories are 

there, made sweeter as years pass. 
That’s reality without the show.

Since 2002, only three couples 
from The Bachelor are still together. 
Meanwhile, since 2003, five of the 
"The Bachelorette” couples remain 
married. We beat those odds.

I do have one thing in common 
with the bachelors on the show. 

From pagesix.com: “Contestants 
on the ABC reality series do not get 
paid, according to multiple reports, 
and some have taken to extreme 

financial measures so they could 
appear on the show.”

As young journalists, we didn’t 
get paid all that much, and after 
taking care of bills and grocer-
ies, little remained. We also took 
extreme steps financially - not to get 
on a show, but to make ends meet.

Back to work. Show is over. There 
were lots of tears and sighs. I hope 
the bachelor finds his wife, and they 
live happily years after - at least for 
a little while.

‘Bachelor’ has some strange ideas on how to find mate
(Continued from Page 1)

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

CDC: In-person classes not COVID spreaders
 Bloomberg News

The return to in-person classes 
in nearly two-thirds of the U.S. 
hasn’t led to a rash of community 
outbreaks, federal scientists said in 
a study of 2.87 million cases among 
those under age 24.

Disease rates in counties where 
in-person learning is available for 
school-aged children and ado-
lescents is similar to areas where 
classes are entirely online, accord-
ing to a report by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
It concludes schools should be 
the last to close, and the first to 
re-open.

“CDC recommends that K-12 
schools be the last settings to close 
after all other mitigation measures 
have been employed and the first to 
reopen when they can do so safely,” 
according to the report.

COVID-19 transmission in 
children associated with reopening 
child care centers and elementary 
schools “might be lower than that for 
reopening high schools and institu-
tions of higher education.”

Strictly following social distancing 
measures and wearing masks will 
reduce the risk to children and older 
residents, the agency said.
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myelitis,a rare spinal cord disorder 
that happened when I came down 
with the flu. For reasons that aren’t 
quite understood, my immune 
system responded in a way that 
my antibodies not only attacked 
the virus but also my spinal cord, 
causing damage.

I have been in a wheelchair for 
nine years. 

The Pfizer-BioNTech and the 
Moderna vaccines are both mRNA 
vaccines that help your body build 
antibodies if the virus strikes.  As 
irrational as it may be, I get fearful 

when I hear the words flu, immune 
system and antibodies.

The pressure to make a decision 
arrived in an unplanned, spur-of-the 
moment manner.

It started right after the New Year 
when it was reported that the dis-
tribution of the coronavirus vaccine 
was slower than expected.

I began making calls to see if it 
was true in our area. Getting a vac-
cine myself wasn’t the goal.  

First, I called Memorial Hermann. 
The hospital had notified me that I 
was eligible for the vaccine since I 
was a regular patient and met the 

criteria.   
By the time I called, however, 

the hospital system was out of the 
vaccine.

Next, I called the Brazoria County 
Health Department. I was told the 
department had run out of its first 
200 doses. What’s more, the depart-
ment had no idea when it would get 
more. 

I suggested there must be a 
better way to get more shots in our 
arms. The woman I was talking 
with agreed and suggested I try the 
Community Health Network. 

I called the Adoue center in Alvin 
and was told the community health 
clinics in the county were only 
administering the vaccine to first 
responders.

It was beginning to seem as if 
the distribution of the vaccine was 
indeed slow.

I went on-line to Texas.gov and 
found that in the four weeks since 
the first vaccine was approved, 
1,375,000 doses had been shipped 
to Texas and 475,627 people had 
been vaccinated with at least one 

dose.  Another 6,418 had been 
given the required two vaccinations.

In Brazoria County, there are 80 
providers and an estimated vac-
cine-eligible population (16 years of 
age or over) of 295,635. As of the 
first week of January, 5,444 county 
residents had received at least one 
dose, and 122 were fully vaccinated. 

Officials expect the vaccination 
rate to pick up, if it hasn’t already.

At the time of this writing, the 
vaccine is only available to front-line 
healthcare workers, residents of 
a long-term care facility, those 65 
years of age or older and those with 
certain chronic conditions.

Before starting my column on the 
distribution of the vaccine, I decided 
to check back with the Brazoria 
County Health Department one 
more time. I had a couple more 
vaccine distribution questions

I got lucky.
The department that earlier in the 

day had no idea when it would get 
its next shipment of the vaccine, 
now had 200 just-arrived doses.

Hmmm. The virus was surging. 
Variants are appearing. The vaccine 
was in short supply. Maybe I had 
just stumbled into a chance to get 

the vaccine. I decided it was now or 
never.

I called (979) 864-1484 to get an 
appointment. It was busy, but on the 
13th attempt I got through. I made 
an appointment for later in the week 
for my wife and me.

As soon as I hung up, I panicked. 
Had I given this enough thought?

I emailed my neurologist to 
advise him that I had signed up for 
the vaccine. I needed reassurance.

We had talked about it several 
times in recent months, but I wanted 
to give him one more chance to 
warn me off.

He replied quickly. 
“Dear Mr. Williamson,
While I can’t guarantee that you 

would not have any neurologic 
complications, this is a very rare 
occurrence and therefore unlikely.”

Not exactly the full-throated 
reassurance I was hoping for. What 
to do?  What would you do? I will let 
you know next week how it goes … 
if I go forward with it.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

After making a vaccine appointment, the question is whether in my condition I should get it
(Continued from Page 1)
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Satan is under God’s authority
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Are God and Satan equals 
as far as power? -- G.S.

A: Satan is not omnipotent. 
He is not God’s equal in power, 
in presence, or in any other way. 
He is a fallen angel, not a fallen 
god. Nothing can come into our 
lives without God’s knowledge and 
permission. Satan is actually under 
God’s authority. He had to receive 
God’s permission to test Job, and 
the Lord’s purpose is to produce 
good out of the trials and afflictions 
that Satan tries to put in the Chris-
tian’s path.

The Gospels record an episode 
in Jesus’ life in which He was in 
the midst of reading Scripture in 
a synagogue. Unexpectedly, a 
demon-possessed man jumped 
to his feet and began yelling. You 
see, Satan was trying to disrupt 
the session, for he did not want 
Jesus’ audience to learn about the 
kingdom of God and the truths of 
eternal life. 

Immediately Jesus cast out 
the demon, thus demonstrating 
His complete authority over the 
spiritual world. Those watching 
who had already been touched by 
Jesus’ teaching, were completely 
overcome by His power (Mark 
1:21-27). What Satan tried to do 
to hinder Jesus, actually served 
God’s own purpose.

Satan must be the most frus-

trated personality in the universe! 
His army of demons is compelled 
to obey Jesus, and whatever 
the devil does to discourage a 
Christian, God can use for the 
Christian’s benefit. Sometimes He 
allows us to suffer so that we may 
grow spiritually.

Satan attempts to lure us from 
the path of spiritual progress, and 
He seeks to destroy our Christian 
witness. This is why the Bible 
warns us to not be ignorant of 
Satan’s methods (2 Corinthians 
2:11). Scripture goes on to encour-
age us with these words: “Thanks 
be to God who always leads us in 
triumph in Christ” (2:14). Therefore, 
we must pray that we will desire to 
be in the center of His perfect will.

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

We live in the most communi-
cated society since the garden.  

The fact that I have uncovered 
this truly astounding fact certainly 
means the highly touted “Think 
Tank, Manhattan Institute for Policy 
Research” will be knocking on my 
door at any moment. With pen and 
paper in hand, they will want to 
thoroughly document my discovery.  

Being the “Think Tank,” their first 
question will be, “what mathemat-
ical equation was used to deter-
mine the validity of the findings?”  

It’s quite simple, actually. In 
The Garden, there were only 
two people. Well, three when the 
Father came calling, and now we 
have social media!

As the most communicated 
society since the beginning of 
time, how can we also be the most 
isolated?

 Why are more people, Christian 
and non-Christian alike, making 
doctor’s appointments at such an 
alarming rate?

 Why are people consuming 
medication for depression, and 
pain killers at such a voluminous 
rate, that state medical boards 
have stepped in to monitor the writ-
ing of these prescriptions? 

My profession prior to receiving 
the label of “retired,” was in hos-
pital administration. This position 
offered a prime overview from the 
hospital’s financial perspective of 
meeting the healthcare needs of 
the insured and the uninsured. 
That was just one side of the coin.  

The other was the doctor’s chal-
lenge to meet the health and finan-
cial needs of 80% of their patient 
visits related to increasing stress 
levels. However, viewing posts on 
social media sites certainly seems 
a contradiction to that fact. Social 
Media pages are covered with 
seemingly headline worthy news 
about all things new, travels, and 
events, all with accompanying 
happy photos. All looks well, that 
is, until you get to the comments 
section. It’s here you quickly see 
the pain and loneliness on both 
sides of what is commonly called 
“The Wall.”  

The term “wall” is actually a 
descriptive title since some of 
the comments are unbelievable.  

Unbelievable in that anyone would 
build a wall and close people in by 
writing rude and uncaring com-
ments. One recent example was, 
“she’s such a helicopter mom!”  
Really?  Have you ever actually 
seen a helicopter mom? Do her 
arms spin around and make whop 
whop sounds? I’ve read something 
before about hovering: Genesis 
1:2 “The earth was without form, 
and void; and darkness was on the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of 
the waters.” Seems like that makes 
the Father the ultimate Helicopter 
Dad!  

One of the all-time low-hitter 
posts are events where someone 

is excluded, and the host boasts 
about it on their wall - with pictures 
no less!

  What part of “love does not 
parade itself, is not puffed up” 
doesn’t apply to social media?  If 
you were brought up right, as my 
mama would say, you don’t talk 
about a party in front of people 
who were not invited. To do so 
is mean and truly unkind. Being 
brought up right apparently does 
not apply when it comes to social 
media sites. Who knew?  

Do some commentators see 
themelves as the sheriff of the 
town and as the sole authority on 
childrearing, fashion, and econom-
ics? They obviously feel they have 
a duty to comment.

If that’s the case, certainly they 
are bound by law to clearly state, 
“What was she thinking when she 
put that shirt with those pants! 
Or they can’t even afford the 
house or car they have, and they 
bought a new one!” Upon further 
consideration, maybe we need to 
first determine if this social media 
sheriff was elected, self-appointed, 
or arrived there by coup?

 When they raised their right 
hand to be sworn in, was I Cor-
inthians 13 covered in the cere-
mony?  Was the part omitted which 
said, “does not behave rudely; love 
does not envy, does not seek its 
own.” 

It’s no wonder the doctor’s 
offices are full and that our world 
has become a wall-fortified city 

full of lonely people? When will 
we realize what we are doing isn’t 
working, and that I Corinthians is 
actually the manual for healthy 
living?

 Just because we know some-
thing, or think we do, doesn’t mean 
there is a need to say it.  

My 16-year-old granddaughter, 
Bailee, was recently faced with an 
opportunity to put this into practice.  

Bailee and I have always shared 
a fascination with the ill-fated, first 
and only voyage of the Titanic.  
While vacationing in Branson, Mis-
souri, with her high school friend’s 
family, she realized a long-awaited 
wish to visit the Titanic exhibit. 

The tour guide was lecturing 
on the voyage and got several 
facts wrong. My granddaughter 
knew she was wrong but chose 
not to say anything. Had she 
called the guide out, who do you 
think would have looked as if they 
lacked proper learnin,’ to quote my 
mama?  

She knew it was more important 
to save face for the tour guide than 
prove she was more knowledge-
able. Social Media, like most tech-
nology, can be used to comfort and 
encourage or to destroy. For sure, 
it is a revealing tool that reveals 
the heart of the person.   

My maternal grandfather made 
the best stewed potatoes. He left 
this world before cooking became 
a passion, and this recipe is the 
closest I can get to his.

Stewed Potatoes
1 Medium Onion, minced
3 Tablespoons Butter
2 Cups Potatoes, diced
1 ½ Cups Boiling Water
Salt & Black Pepper
2 Teaspoons All-purpose Flour
¼ Cup Cold Water
Melt the butter in a medium 

saucepan. Sauté the onions slowly 
until clear. Add the potatoes, 
boiling water and salt and pepper.  
Bring to a boil, reduce the heat and 
cover. Cook for about 15 minutes.  

Mix the cold water and flour 
to make a slurry. Slowly add the 
slurry to the potatoes, stirring con-
stantly. Cook slowly for 10 minutes.  
Serve with hot buttered cornbread.

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

If you don’t have anything nice to say, just keep quiet

CHASING THE CREATOR
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Take-out meals must be called in 

by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. 
Limited dine-in available - please 
call ahead. Dine-in meals served at 
11 a.m. Meals on wheels available 
- please call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 20: Chicken 
& dumplings; fried okra; broccoli; 
beets; peaches & cottage cheese; 
cornbread; dessert.

Thursday, Jan. 21: Oven fried 

chicken; rice pilaf; turnip greens; 
navy beans; pea salad; biscuits; 
dessert.

Friday, Jan. 22: Hamburger, 
beans & weinies; corn, potato salad; 
hamburger bun; dessert.

Monday, Jan 25: Chili with 
beans, rice, carrots, beets, crackers, 
peaches & cottage cheese, dessert.

Tuesday, Jan. 26: BBQ chicken, 
rice broccoli casserole, turnip 
greens, pinto beans, jello, corn-
bread, dessert.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
might believe in practicing what 
you preach and decide to support a 
worthy cause as the week unfolds. 
Try to help out if a loved one is worn 
out or overwhelmed by his or her 
various obligations.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Join 
forces with people who share your 
interests and hobbies. In the week 
to come, your wisdom could be 
highlighted when you engage in 
group discussions or work-related 
activities. Avoid disputes with a 
partner.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The 
writing on the wall may only be 
graffiti. Decide whether you should 
pay attention or clean it off and 
start anew. Your loyalty to someone 
might be tested in the week ahead 
when you hear things you don’t 
agree with.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The latest news or gossip might 
keep you on your toes. Conflicting 
viewpoints might temporarily deter 
you from a business plan. Assim-
ilate wisdom and sound guidance 
from a family member in the upcom-

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Keep your promises and they could 
keep you safe from disagreements 
and disputes. In the first half of the 
week, you may encounter frustra-
tions if you begin something new or 
lose your desire to make changes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
often strive to please and get along 
with others. As the week unfolds, 
however, your peacemaking over-
tures may receive unpredictable 
responses. Enjoy exploring and 
learning something new.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Focus on being a friend rather 
than a foe in the week ahead. Just 
because you tell them the truth 
doesn’t mean that everyone will 
agree. You may be correct but could 
begin an argument by disagreeing 
with someone.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Some people may think you scat-
ter your energies like buckshot. 
Find techniques to help you work 
smarter rather than harder and save 
yourself numerous steps. You and 
your partner may unite over a cause 
in the week ahead.

ing week.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Your true love might get a 
chance to show his or her true 
colors in the upcoming week. Don’t 
let minor misunderstandings inter-
fere with the basic harmony within a 
relationship. Show off your smarts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Capitalize on congeniality. Your 
friendly, outgoing ways can attract 
a bevy of new friends. Re-evaluate 
your financial situation and find 
ways to cut costs rather than spend-
ing as if tomorrow will never arrive.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Think about where you want to 
go. You could chart a path into the 
unknown and then discover what 
others may have always known. 
During the week ahead, you should 
listen to good advice from friends.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Being in the right implies that 
someone else must be wrong. Avoid 
engaging in cross words with a 
loved one during the initial part of 
the week. You might earn a bonus 
or a merit badge for mastering a 
new skill.

January 19
1883 - Thomas Edison’s first 

village electric lighting system using 
overhead wires began operation in 
Roselle, NJ.

1907 - The first film reviews 
appeared in “Variety” magazine.

1915 - George Claude of Paris, 
France, patented the neon dis-
charge tube for use in advertising 
signs.

1966 - Indira Gandhi was elected 
prime minister of India.

January 20
1801 - John Marshall was 

appointed chief justice of the United 
States.

1885 - The roller coaster was 
patented by L.A. Thompson. The 
up-chuck bag came many years 
later.

1891 - James Hogg took office 
as the first native-born governor of 
Texas.

1986 - Britain and France 
announced their plans to build the 
Channel Tunnel.

January 21
1793 - During the French Revolu-

tion, King Louis XVI was executed 
on the guillotine. He had been 
condemned for treason.

1846 - The first issue of the “Daily 
News,” edited by Charles Dickens, 
was published.

1853 - Dr. Russell L. Hawes pat-
ented the envelope folding machine.

1970 - ABC-TV presented “The 
Johnny Cash Show” in prime time.

January 22
1889 - The Columbia Phono-

graph Company was formed in 
Washington, DC. 

1951 - Fidel Castro was ejected 
from a Winter League baseball 
game after hitting a batter. He later 
gave up baseball for politics. The 
umpire didn’t realize what he had 
done.

1968 - “Rowan & Martin’s 
Laugh-In”, debuted on NBC TV. 
Sock it to me!

January 23
1845 - The U.S. Congress 

decided all national elections would 
be held on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November.

1943 - Duke Ellington and the 

band played for a black-tie crowd at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City for 
the first time.

1989 - Surrealist artist Salvador 
Dali died in Spain at age 84.

January 24
1924 - The Russian city of St. 

Petersburg was renamed Lenin-
grad. The name has since been 
changed back to St. Petersburg. 
(We’re waiting for it to be named 
Putingrad.)

1955 - The rules committee of 
major league baseball announced a 
plan to strictly enforce the rule that 
required a pitcher to release the ball 
within 20 seconds after taking his 
position on the mound.

January 25
1915 - In New York, Alexander 

Graham Bell spoke to his assistant 
in San Francisco, inaugurating the 
first transcontinental telephone 
service.

1937 - NBC radio presented 
the first broadcast of “The Guiding 
Light.” The show remained on radio 
until 1956 and began on CBS-TV 
in 1952.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

• Blue whales can eat half a million calories in just a single mouthful.
• Worldwide social distancing efforts aimed at preventing the spread of 

coronavirus are also wiping out the flu.
• UPS delivery trucks save an estimated 10 million gallons of gas every 

year by avoiding left turns.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Incite
5 Modern “methinks”
9 Pink flowers in a van Gogh still life
14 Water-diverting feature
15 It’s not optional
16 Brigham Young University city
17 *Bargain on the last day of Okto-

berfest?
19 Urdu for “palace”
20 Blunder

21 Barbarian in Dante’s Seventh 
Circle

23 Butterfield of “Ender’s Game”
24 Cartomancy deck
26 *Singer Damone, vis-ˆ-vis actor 

Morrow?
29 Starfleet school
32 Record holder
33 Ship
34 Accessories for a Red Hat Soci-

ety lunch

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
TWO  FOUR  EIGHT  TEN  TWELVE  TWENTY  THIRTY  

37 Bond and Bourne
38 *Snoopy’s specialist?
41 Scratching post material
44 Jai __
45 Its first version was egg-shaped
49 Spotted cat
51 Argentina’s “City of Diagonals”
53 *One who’ll talk your ear off 

about osso buco and saltim-
bocca?

56 Norse group that fought the Vanir
57 Hypotheticals
58 Part of AC/DC
61 Minn. neighbor
62 A-listers
65 Basic auto maintenance, and 

how each answer to a starred 
clue was created

67 “Who’s on First?” catcher
68 Composer Sibelius
69 While away
70 Note next to a red F, maybe
71 __-Navy game
72 Downfall of many kings?

DOWN
1 Old Iberian coins
2 Grind
3 Exceeded, as a budget
4 Agnus __
5 MIT center?: Abbr.
6 Substantial content
7 Sun: Pref.
8 The “O” in football’s OBJ
9 Tach readout
10 60 minuti
11 “Me too”
12 Hard to follow
13 Says “There, there,” say
18 Silver of FiveThirtyEight
22 Spots
25 Eccentric
27 “What __ can I do?”
28 Snake, for one
30 MIT Sloan deg.
31 Class with mats
35 Entirely
36 Authenticating symbol
39 North Carolina university
40 Through
41 Khrushchev and Gorbachev
42 Baffin Bay hazard
43 Coastal region
46 Like some lodges
47 Goose-pimply
48 Price-fixing groups
50 “Chopped” host Allen
52 Way to go
54 Spanish red wine
55 Less rainy, as a climate
59 Oater actor Jack
60 Harlem sch.
63 Bagpiper’s hat
64 London __: Ferris wheel
66 Letters in an APB
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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