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By John Toth
The Bulletin

The voice on the phone sounded 
alarming. My Amazon order for 
an item that cost $1,500 would be 
delivered today.

“If you didn’t place this order, 
press 1,” the voice instructed.

Since I obviously would remem-
ber a $1,500 order, I was now 
supposed to get really worried and 

press 1 to talk to someone about 
the order. I was supposed to think 
that my account was hacked, and 
someone was grabbing up a lot of 
expensive goodies at my expense.

I hung up, but how many people 
actually press 1 and risk having their 
Amazon accounts compromised 
because they think this call is on the 
level?

I decided to write about it after 
receiving the third or fourth call 
like this. These scammers were 
unknowingly calling The Bulletin’s 
number. The column idea sort of 
landed in my lap.

Ramblings

Part 3: When the lower San Bernard switched from bait to beer 
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

This week we will follow 
the changing camps until the 
beginning of the fish and shrimp 
houses and the rise of the honky-
tonks on the lower San Bernard 
River. I’ll also touch on some 
historical events, without which, 
the camps would never have 
begun.

S. Walter Upton, a rancher 
from Sealy, built the largest of 
the old bait camps. In addition 
to his family home, his camp 
included 20 Quonset huts, a 
“convenience” store and a two-
story house with the manager’s 
home upstairs and a bait house 
downstairs.

Fishermen at The Point, circa 1950. Selling bait was not as profitable as beer, so the transition began.

I have transverse myelitis.  I was 
stricken with it after coming down 
with the flu.  My body, for reasons 
that are still fuzzy to me, produced 
antibodies that not only attacked the 
invading virus but also my spinal 
cord, causing permanent damage.

I have been in a wheelchair for 
nine years.

The Moderna shot I was about 
to get is an mRNA vaccine. The 
vaccine helps your body build 
antibodies if the virus strikes. Virus? 
Antibodies? Sound familiar? Hav-
en’t I already had enough trouble 
with viruses and antibodies? 

When I first read about the 
(Continued on Page 5)

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Unlike most years, I decided to 
start 2021 with a few resolutions 
that I hope will make me a better 
husband, father and member of the 
dude denomination. I also realize 
that I’m likely to break these reso-
lutions within the next few minutes. 
But at least I can say I’m flexible and 
open to change.

First, with the COVID-19 pan-
demic still raging, I resolve to refrain 
from yelling, “Whoomp! (There It Is)” 
and doing my best “U Can’t Touch 
This” shuffle in Walmart when I 
happen upon a fully-stocked shelf of 
Lysol disinfectant spray. (I’m afraid I 
can’t promise the same when I reach 
the Velveeta aisle.)

I also resolve to stop wasting 
valuable mask-filtered oxygen to 
ask, “How much?” when my eldest 
and most expensive daughter 
wants to use my credit card for life 
necessities like iPhone accessories, 

Resolutions are 
for breaking By Ernie Williamson

The Bulletin
“I will let you go first.”
That’s what I said to my wife 

as we prepared to get the first of 
two Covid-19 vaccinations at the 
Brazoria County Health Department 
in Angleton.

I am such a gentleman.
My wife asked the woman with 

the needle if this vaccination would 
hurt. The woman, who said she 
was administering about 40 shots a 
day, said no. She was right. My wife 
barely felt it. 

It was my turn. I was nervous. It 
had been a stressful journey getting 
to this point. 

As I wrote last week, under 
normal circumstances I have no 
problem with vaccines. If Dr. Fauci 
says a vaccine is safe and effec-
tive, that is usually good enough 
for me.

But, because of a rare neurologi-
cal disorder, I was concerned about 
getting the Covid-19 vaccine.

The View from My Seat

I weighed risk from Covid, shot, then rolled up my sleeve
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But baby, it’s cold 
outside

Warm up to winter along the Texas Coast

From AAA
While Northeastern winters may 

seem more brutal than anywhere 
else in the country, they’re barely 
the tip of the iceberg.

The lowest temperature in any 
U.S. state was recorded in Alaska, 
naturally, on Jan 23., 1971, when 
old man winter flexed to 80 below 
zero Fahrenheit. 

In the contiguous United States, 
the coldest recorded temperature 
wasn’t far behind – it reached 70 
degrees below zero in Montana 
on Jan. 20, 1955, according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

But these temperatures occurred 
in desolate areas where few if any 
people live. Up here in the North-
east, Maine, New Hampshire and 
Vermont have seen temperatures 
dip to record lows of 50 degrees 
below zero, once the wind-chill 
factor is tallied. 

But as a state, New York emerges 
as the winner of this dubious distinc-
tion, with a record 52 degrees below 
zero.

Here is a sample of where 
it’s really cold

Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minn.
Avg. Winter Temp: 18.7 degrees
Record Low: -41 degrees
Anchorage, Alaska
Avg. Winter Temp: 18.8 degrees
Record Low: -38 degrees
Madison, Wis.
Avg. Winter Temp.: 21.6 degrees
Record Low: -37 degrees

There is something very special about winter along the Texas Gulf Coast 
- warmth. When the temperature climbs to the mid-70s, we run around in 
short-sleeved shirts and wonder why anyone really wants to wake up in the 
mornings and snowplow a path to the mailbox.

Snow is beautiful, especially virgin snow blanketing a winter landscape 
- from a distance. Sure, it gets cold here also sometimes, but for the most 
part, our winters are mild. Time to go to the beach.

https://magazine.northeast.aaa.com/daily/travel/coldest-cities-in-united-states/

Jan. 27 Jan. 28 Jan. 29 Jan. 30 Jan. 31 Feb. 1 Feb. 2



when a red dye is added, the man-
ufacturers would be foolish not to 
take this into account. That 15% is 
the placebo effect.”

And red placebo pain-killers 
were found more effective than 
blues or greens; in fact the reds 
did as well as the real drug, says 
Forshaw. Even bad-tasting pills 
(“tastes like medicine”) may gain 
efficacy. Plus the doctor’s pill-tak-
ing instructions, with cautions 
about side effects, may signal pill 
potency and pave the way for a 
more salutary outcome.

Light puzzle
Q. Puzzle for all you bright read-

ers: In a closed room are three 
light bulbs, and in the hall outside 
are three switches to these bulbs. 
Your task is to find which switch 
controls which bulb. You can enter 
the closed room once. There are 
no other restrictions. Each switch 
operates in the usual way... up = 
on, down = off.

A. Solution: Switch A you never 
turn on, switch B you turn on for 
five minutes then off right before 
entering, switch C you turn on and 
leave on.  Get it? Switch C controls 
the “on” bulb when you enter, 
switch B controls the bulb that is 
off BUT STILL WARM TO THE 
TOUCH, switch A of course goes 
to the remaining bulb.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Food for everyone
Q. Gloomy prognosticator 

Thomas Malthus stated 200 years 
ago that population tends to 
outstrip the Earth’s food-growing 
capacity, and so it’s just a matter of 
time before widespread starvation 
hits. Was he too gloomy?

A. Malthus would have been 
surprised at what science and 
technology have done for food 
production in the intervening years, 
say Daniel Botkin et al. in “Environ-
mental Science: Earth As a Living 
Planet.” For instance, population 
increased 122% from 1950 to 
1995, but world grain productivity 
grew 141%!  Malnutrition and star-
vation do occur today, but these 
are more problems of distribution, 
not overall supply.

However, food production has 
dipped in recent years with water 
supply becoming critical in many 
areas. Many Malthusians insist 
widespread famine can be averted 
only if nations check population 
growth; anti-Malthusians believe 
technology will save the hungry 
human race. 

How hungry? China with a fifth 
of the world’s people (1.2 billion) 
has actually cut its fertility rate 
from 4.8 children/woman to less 

than 2 in recent decades. Still, 
says Botkin, if China ate fish at 
the rate of the Japanese, it would 
consume the entire world’s supply. 
Just to feed all of China’s chickens 
so everyone could reach the target 
goal of 200 eggs/person/year 
would require all the grain exports 
of Canada -- the world’s second 
largest exporter.  

We can all celebrate past 
successes, but any prognosticator 
would say there are critical years 
ahead.

  Color of medicine
Q. Which works better - blue 

pills or red ones, sweet pills or 
bitter ones?  Medicine is just medi-
cine, isn’t it?

A. Most medicinal chemicals 
are white powders, so colorings 
are useful for patients to help tell 
their pills apart, but there’s more 
to the story, says Mark Forshaw in 
“Essential Health Psychology.” The 
“British Medical Journal” reported 
that red, yellow and orange drugs 
are generally perceived as stim-
ulating, blue and green ones as 
tranquilizing. One study actually 
found that blue sleeping pills 
tended to put people asleep faster 
than orange ones, and they slept 
longer.

“If a drug is 60% effective in its 
natural form, but 75% effective 
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

GUILTY CONSCIENCE, SIR? 
A policeman in Tulsa, Okla., on his 
way to assist another officer, turned 
on his flashing lights and siren to 
get a pickup truck in front of him 
to pull over so he could pass it. 
Instead, the truck sped up and led 
him on a brief chase through a field 
before crashing into a fence and 
a tree. This is because the driver 
had a warrant out for his arrest, and 
thought the cops were after him. 

DO YOU THINK I’M BEING 
TOO PICKY? An Irish farmer died 
a bachelor at the age of 97 after 
attending the Lisdoonvarna Match-
making Festival for 72 years without 
finding a wife. 

IT’S TIME TO MOVE ON, 
MA’AM: An ex-girlfriend with a 
grudge falsely claimed that she was 
hiding from her former boyfriend, 
who was armed and threatening to 
kill her at a home in Pueblo, Colo., 
though she lives in another state. 
A police captain said, “It turns out 
the caller is the ex-girlfriend of one 
of the residents. She’s still having a 
hard time with the breakup.” 

IT’S DETECTIVE KRINGLE 

AND HIS SIDEKICK, DOBBY: 
Three men, attempting to steal cars 
in a department store parking lot in 
Riverside, Calif., paid no attention 
to the two men dressed as Santa 
Claus and one of his elves. They 
should have. The two were under-
cover police officers conducting an 
operation targeting shoplifters at the 
store. As soon as the thieves made 
their move, the officers made theirs. 

I THINK I’LL JUST WALK IT 
OFF: A 39-year-old man, swimming 
in the waters off Siesta Key, Fla., 
was bitten on the hand and arm by 
a shark, so he just got out of the 
water and started walking home 
despite the fact that he was bleed-
ing profusely. He was taken to a 
hospital only after a woman spotted 
him and called 911. 

LOOKS LIKE YOU’RE 0 FOR 
2, PAL:  man tried to steal a car 
from a home in Dapto, Australia, 
but an elderly neighbor spotted him, 
ran outside, reached through the 
driver’s side window, and got the 
thief in a headlock as he attempted 
to drive away. After dragging the old 
guy about 50 yards, the thief got out 

and tried to flee the scene in a riding 
lawn mower he stole from a nearby 
residence, but was arrested soon 
after. 

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK 
IT WAS ME, OFFICER? A 
woman loaded up a shopping cart 
with $350 worth of beer at a grocery 
store in Gonzales, La., before 
boldly walking out of the place 
without paying despite being filmed 
by numerous security cameras. 
After the cops posted her photo, a 
number of people called to tell them 
who she was. 

WELL, WELL, WHAT HAVE 
WE HERE? Police arrested a man 
in Boise, Idaho, for driving errati-

cally, and were booking him at the 
Ada County Jail, when they found 
bags of methamphetamine and 
heroin in his pants. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

1 dozen $14.95 + tax
Pork Tamales: Same day pickup

Chicken Tamales: By advance order

Pork or Chicken
Tamales

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517
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2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

designer mom jeans and specialty 
coffee beverages. I’ve found it’s just 
easier to nod my head and continue 
to push back my retirement date.

Speaking of pointless speaking, 
I resolve to cut down on the verbal 
sarcasm and critical comments at 
home when I step in a fresh pet 
accident, notice what one of my 
three teen daughters is planning to 
wear in public or watch more than 
10 minutes of CNN. It’s just not 
productive to impose all of that vocal 
negativity on my family, so I plan to 
redirect my frustrations into learning 

something new, like advanced 
miming or interpretive charades.

For the sake of better mental 
health, I resolve to stop worrying so 
much when my middle daughter is 
on a date with her current boyfriend. 
I’ll just reflect back to when I was 
a sixteen-year-old boy and . . . oh, 
dear Lord!

One of my most important resolu-
tions is to finish reading the Bible all 
the way through. (Hey, that wasn’t 
supposed to be funny.) This is actu-
ally a project I started in 2020 by 
reading one chapter each evening 
before bed, except for a few nights 

when I had a large Mexican dinner 
or took a king-sized dose of NyQuil. 
I’ve discovered quite a lot through 
this process, but I had hoped by 
now to have figured out whether or 
not Adam and Eve had bellybuttons, 
and how Jesus and his twelve dis-
ciples ever came to an agreement 
about where to go eat.

Like many Americans, I’ve 
resolved to make a few dietary 
changes in 2021 - namely to avoid 
binge-snacking before supper. In 
the past, I’ve been known to come 
home from work and plow through 
an entire sleeve of Girl Scout 
cookies as an appetizer for half a 

can of Pringles - ok, the whole can.
This year, I plan to pace myself by 
snacking throughout the entire day. 
I call it “The Hobbit Diet.” Second 
breakfast, anyone?

Finally, I resolve to be more posi-
tive about wearing those uncomfort-
able, unattractive and inconvenient 
face coverings. I realize we likely 
have several more months of public 
mask wearing, so I’ve decided to 
pretend to be a Mandalorian and 
consider my mask a sacred symbol 
of honor among my people - even if 
inhaling my own Taco Bell breath is 
enough to make Baby Yoda gag.

Well, there you have it! Even 
though 2021 has started out acting 
like 2020’s annoying little brother, 

I’m confident that with enough 
willpower, prayer and NyQuil, I can 
keep a significant number of these 
resolutions - at least until my next 
trip to the bic box store.

(Copyright 2020 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

I won’t eat junk food or worry about ... now I’m worried
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• In the U.S., sitting on a sea 

turtle is a third-degree felony.
• To make sure that Kendrick 

Lamar didn’t have a ghostwriter, 
Eminem kicked everyone out of the 
studio and made him record a verse 
on the spot.
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

New Year hike at Hanson Park
The Brazoria County Parks Department kicked off the new year with a 

leisurely hike along Hanson Riverside County Park’s new trail system, led by 
the department’s lead trails interpreter, Mike Mullenweg. The group enjoyed 
a cozy, relaxing experience as they bundled up and toured the latest updates 
and the new wetland observation area.

Not long afterward, however, the usually calm atmosphere of the park 
transitioned into one of intensity and determination as a group of about 80 
athletes with GRIT Fitness arrived for their 24-hour, all-terrain run. Each 
hour, runners completed a 4.23-mile course that zig-zagged across hills, 
forest, creeks, and open landscape in order to ring in the new year with a 
bang. They were met with heavy rain and falling temperatures, increasing 
the challenge that much more.

It truly was a busy, exciting couple of days at Hanson, and though it was 
cold and wet, we look forwarding to doing it all again next year.

Mike Mullenweg hosts the first hike of the new year at Hanson.

Runners with GRIT Fitness were pushed to their limits during their 100-
mile event.

Community members check out the new trails along Hanson Riverside.

The event was truly an all-terrain experience after that week’s strong 
cold front.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   January 26, 2021   THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Feb. 13, at 9 a.m. 
to noon: Winter Paddling 
Event #2. Come join the 
Brazoria Paddlers Club as they 
hold a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria 
County. Bring your own boat 
or borrow one of ours. Loca-
tion to be announced later. We 
will need a completed liability 
release form for 2021. For 
information or reservations, call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152 or email mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com. 

Thursday, Feb. 18,  8 a.m. to 
noon: Volunteer Trail Work-
day. We are excitedly adding 
miles of new multipurpose trails 
to our parks, and you’re invited 
to come along for the ride!

 Join the department’s 
trail coordinator on the third 
Thursday of each month to 
build and maintain trails in the 
parks. Activities include clearing 
brush, leveling the surface and 
painting and planting signs. 
Make sure to wear sturdy work 
clothes. 

For this workday, we will 
be clearing brush at Hanson 
Riverside County Park. For 
more information, and to sign 
up, contact Mike Mullenweg at 

mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
(979) 864-1152.

Saturday, Feb. 20, 8 a.m. to 
noon: Crab Trap Cleanup. 
We will gather at Seidler’s Boat 
Ramp off of Bluewater Highway 
and hunt for abandoned crab traps 
and clean along the beach. Dress 
for the weather and bring plenty 
of water with you. Supplies for the 
cleanup will be provided. For more 
information, contact Mike Mullen-
weg at (979) 864-1152, or email 
him at mikem@brazoria-county.
com.

Saturday, Feb. 20, 10 a.m. to 
noon: Discover Archery. Learn 
the art of archery with Brazoria 
County Parks Department staff at 
Camp Mohawk County Park. You’ll 
learn about the history of the bow 
and arrow, how to safely handle 
the equipment, and the basic skills 
you’ll need to begin your archery 
practice. 

After the class, practice your 
skill on our archery range. Bows 
and arrows will be provided. This 
free event is open to participants 
ages seven and above. You must 
complete and turn in the depart-
ment’s archery waiver to attend. 
For information and registration, 
call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152, or email him at mikem@

brazoria-county.com.
Saturday, March 13, 9 a.m. 

to noon: Spring Paddling 
Event #1. Come join the 
Brazoria Paddlers Club as they 
hold a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria 
County. Bring your own boat 
or borrow one of ours.  Loca-
tion to be announced later. We 
will need a completed liability 
release form for 2021. For 
information or reservations, 
call Mike Mullenweg at (979) 
864-1152 or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com. 

Saturday, March 14, 10 a.m. 
to noon: Discover Archery. 
Learn the art of archery with 
Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment staff at Camp Mohawk 
County Park. You’ll learn about 
the history of the bow and 
arrow, how to safely handle 
the equipment and the basic 
skills you’ll need to begin your 
archery practice. 

After the class, practice your 
skill on our archery range. 
Bows and arrows will be pro-
vided. This free event is open 
to participants ages seven and 
above. You must complete and 
turn in the department’s archery 
waiver  For information and 
registration, call Mike Mullen-
weg at (979) 864-1152, or email 
him at mikem@brazoria-county.

Dunes Day thanks you
We wanted to take a moment to share our thanks to everyone who 

donated either a Christmas tree or their time for this year’s big Dunes Day 
event. As we’ve said before, and as community members witnessed, the 
2020 hurricane season truly took a toll on our beaches, and the thoughtful-
ness of every single person who helped this year did not go unnoticed.

We hope that the spirit of giving and community carries on into this new 
year.

Crab trap cleanup
Every year, Texas Parks and Wildlife sets a 10-day period when local 

waters are closed to crab traps in order to collect the derelict traps that 
have been left behind.

 This year’s closure will be from Feb. 19 to Feb. 28, and, as always, 
the Brazoria County Parks Department plans to do our part by hosting 
our annual Abandoned Crab Trap Cleanup at the very start of the period.

On Feb. 20, volunteers will gather at Seidler’s Boat Ramp off of 
Bluewater Highway. The day will consist of hunting down and picking 
up traps, but also cleaning up the beach itself as much as we can while 
we’re out there. 

We ask that volunteers dress for the weather, and bring along plenty of 
water to hydrate during the day. Supplies for the cleanup will be provided.
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THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

I actually fell for an email like this 
a few months ago and called the 
number. The voice on the other end 
wanted my account and personal 
information, which I didn’t give him. 
Then he started to curse me out. 
That was a dead giveaway that 
I was talking to a scammer, not 
someone at Amazon.

Phishing and scamming isn’t 
new. Most of us are familiar with the 
poorly written and misspelled email 
from Nigeria. Some actually fell for 
it and sent their money for a chance 
to get much more in return, but 
most of us knew to just delete the 
email. The Irish lottery was another 
one back in the early days of the 
Internet.

Now, the scammers have moved 
over to Facebook.

A couple of years ago I bought 

a few things from Facebook ads 
and actually got what I paid for. 
Sometimes the product came in 
late - like six weeks late - but was as 
described.

Since then I found out that buying 
anything off a Facebook ad can be 
risky. Scammers have taken over, 
and this is how they operate:

1) Steal photos of expensive, 
high-quality products.

2) Advertise via Facebook at 
$20-$30.

3) Only accept PayPal payments, 
not credit cards (this is important -- 
keep reading).

4) When a customer orders an 
item, send something cheap - a 
keyring, a pair of kids sunglasses, 
whatever.

5) When the item arrives, the 
buyer contacts PayPal for a refund 
as the wrong goods were delivered.

6) PayPal advises that they will 
only process a refund on proof of 
return postage at buyer's expense.

7) Buyer goes to the post office 
and discovers that the return post-
age to China costs more than the 
original purchase cost, so to get a 
refund, they have to lose even more 
money.

8) Buyer abandons the refund 
request, so PayPal takes no action 
against the seller.

Neither PayPal nor Facebook 
have any incentive to do anything 
about these scams, as they get their 
share of the money, and there are 
never any proper complaints logged, 
because no one goes through the 
full process.

I found this on one of the Face-
book threads advertising a $450 
mini laptop for $35. It was a scam, 
but we’ll never know how many 
people sent their money in just to 
receive some trinket.

One commenter on the thread 
gave a personal account.

“I got suckered once. Purchased 
a small format laser burning device 
and was shipped a pen xsized 
battery powered engraving tool 
(like you'd use to put your name on 
wrenches if you worked in a shop 
with other people). I argued the 
case with PayPal stating they were 
supporting a scam operation, and 
they capitulated and refunded my 
purchase (without having to pay to 
return the item). In all seriousness, 
neither Facebook nor PayPal should 
be automatically accepting these 
sellers ads, and I report every scam 
that I see pop up in my Facebook 
stream ... and there are many each 
day. In fact, far more scam ads than 
legitimate ones.”

There is a knock on the door. 
Someone wants to clean my car for 
free with this amazing new car wash 
formula. Sounds like a deal. Or, 
maybe not. Definitely not.

Many Facebook ads are posted by seasoned scammers
(Continued from Page 1)

 John Barak remembers staying 
in the Quonset huts. “The cabins 
were very hot in the summer – no 
air conditioning, no ceiling fan.”

 Upton fashioned shrimp boats 
from Army surplus landing craft 
boats. His camp was the first in the 
area to rent aluminum boats. Capt. 
Bailey, Texas Ranger, was his silent 
partner. Upton used a drag line to 
dredge a canal and “basin” for his 
bait boxes. Later, he dredged other 
canals and sold lots on them.

Bullington’s Camp was across the 
canal from Upton’s Camp. It was a 
smaller camp, boasting a boat lift, 
small store and bait. It was run by 
the Dietz family in the 1970s.

After a time, Upton bought the 
land near Fiddler’s Isle and helped 
the Laird family start Laird’s Camp. 
Upton retained the land, and the 
Laird’s built the camp. It had 10 to 
12 small cabins, a bait camp and 10 
aluminum boats – no motors. 

Truitt’s Camp, which sold bait and 
rented boats, but not cabins, was 
operational at the same time.

 The Laird and Truitt boys took 
turns catching bait for both camps. 
The two families even shared the 
milking chores for the Laird’s two 
cows that roamed loose. Truitt’s 
Camp closed, and they moved 
upriver to Shady Acres. After Hur-
ricane Carla in 1961, Laird’s Camp 
closed. Later, it reopened as a beer 
joint operated by the Pruitt family.

Shorty Crawford’s only sold bait in 
the ‘50s and ‘60s. He also managed 

Ducroz bait camp at one point. In 
the ‘60s, Mr. Crawford discovered 
he could make more money selling 
beer than bait, so the bait camp 
became a beer joint that sold bait. 
He stacked the beer cases two 
deep around the walls of the entire 
establishment.

On Sept. 1, 1961, Hurricane 
Carla changed the landscape of the 
fish camps. Bait camps gave way 
to individually owned weekender 
cabins. The fish- and shrimp-pro-
cessing houses came in the ‘70s. 
Laird’s Camp and Upton’s Camp 
closed when selling beer became 
more profitable than selling bait - 
the era of beer joints had arrived.

 Barbara Shindler remembers 
those days. “River’s End was the 
best-kept secret in the state of 
Texas until the beer joints came. 
No one wanted to tell where their 
fishing hole was.”

Thomas Laird recalls one night in 
the 1970s when he and his wife and 
two other couples went to the Red 
Barn to hear the singer of the pop-
ular song, “On the Road Again.” Mr. 
Laird wrote a check for the cover 
charge for all three couples to Willie 
Nelson. Laird still has the counter-
signed canceled check today. 

The beer joints ushered in a wild 
and hospitable time on the river, but 
then, that’s another story.

(Write Jan in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, P.O.  
Box2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Part 3: San Bernard as it used to be
(Continued from Page 1)

Events that shaped the fish camps
• In 1874, Lewis T. Bennett 

bought 200 acres from Andrew 
Churchill, who lived in the county 
before 1836. In 1886, Bennett’s 
descendants sold part of the land, 
and the site became known as 
Churchill Place, Bennett’s Ferry 
or Churchill Ferry. The ferry was 
replaced by a hand-operated 
drawbridge before the Sportsman’s 
Span Bridge (about a mile upriver 
from the ferry landing) was com-
pleted in 1957. Between 1943 and 
1945, the town reached a popula-
tion of 40 with 2 businesses.

• In 1926, Camp Palacios, later 
renamed Camp Hulen, opened 
as a training Center for the 36th 
Infantry of the National Guard in 

Palacios. It was leased by the War 
Department during World War II, 
developing it into a major anti-air-
craft training base with 14,560 
troops at its peak. It also served 
as a detention camp for German  
prisoners of war. Along the coast, 
from the Brazoria County line to 
the San Bernard River, the area 
was used as a practice bombing 
range. When the war ended in 
1945, the camp was closed, and 
army surplus materials were sold 
off.

• The shrimping industry began 
in Brazoria County in the 1930s.

• In 1968, the National Fish and 
Wildlife Agency created the San 
Bernard National Wildlife Refuge.

DID YOU KNOW?
• If everyone in the world lived as 

densely as the residents of Manhat-
tan, the entire population could live 
in New Zealand.

• The earlier a child starts telling 
convincing lies, the more likely they 
are to be successful later in life.

• There are more living organisms 
on your skin than there are humans 
on the planet 
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For the 31st consecutive year, Port Freeport received the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) for its 2019 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).

“It is an honor to recognize the Finance Department for their continued 
accomplishments. This outstanding achievement demonstrates the Port’s 
commitment to accurate, full disclosure to the public of the Port’s financial 
performance,” Phyllis Saathoff, Executive Director/CEO, said.

The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the 
area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment 
represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its manage-
ment.

“On behalf of the Port Commission, we are proud to see the Department’s 
dedication rewarded with this special recognition for work they do consis-
tently throughout the year,” Port Commission Chairman Shane Pirtle said. 
“Their exemplary commitment contributes to the practice of keeping our 
accounting and financial reporting system at the highest national standard 
possible.”

The CAFR has been judged by an impartial panel to meet the high stan-
dards of the program, including demonstrating a constructive “spirit of full 
disclosure” to communicate its financial story and motivate potential users 
and user groups to read the CAFR. The GFOA is a major professional asso-
ciation serving more than 21,000 governmental finance professionals with 
offices in Chicago, IL and Washington, D.C.

Port Freeport is a leading port in the export of crude oil and natural gas 
liquids and ranked 6th in chemicals, 17th in foreign waterborne tonnage, and 
26th in containers. A 2019 Economic Impact Study by Texas A&M Trans-
portation Institute revealed that, nationally, the Freeport Harbor Channel 
generates 279,780 jobs and has a total economic output of $149 billion. Port 
Freeport serves Atlantic Container Lines, AMPORTS, BASF, Chiquita Fresh 
N.A., CEMEX,  CMA CGM, Dole Fresh Fruit, The Dow Chemical Com-
pany, Enterprise Products, Exxon Mobile, Freeport LNG, Glovis, Grimaldi 
Lines, Hoegh Autoliners, Kirby Marine, Liberty Global Logistics, Mammoet, 
MEGlobal, Phillips 66, Riviana Foods, Inc., Sallaum Lines, Tenaris, U.S 
Department of Energy, Wallenius Wilhelmsen, and Vulcan Materials Com-
pany.

Port receives 31st consecutive certificate 
of achievement in financial reporting

Port Freeport officials accept the award for financial reporting, which 
they have earned 31 years in a row.

If you like reading The Bulletin, please share the paper with a friend and 
let them know where you picked up a copy. If you’d rather read us online, 
go to www.mybulletinnewspaper.com. We’ll even email you the paper on 
request.
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

vaccine, I had a purely emotional 
response. I decided I would not 
risk injecting anything into my 
already-disabled body. I would just 
continue to be careful. I would wear 
a mask, keep my social distance 
and avoid crowds. 

But my attitude started changing 
as I read more about the sci-
ence. My neurologist indicated he 
thought it would be safe for me to 
get the vaccine, although he also 
said “there are no guarantees. “I 
assumed that was just cautious 
doctor talk.  

What finally drove me to get the 
vaccine was when the virus surged 
again in our area and the death toll 
grew. To this 73-year-old with an 
underlying condition, the risk from 
Covid-19 seemed far greater than 
the risk posed by the 
vaccine. 

I decided to sign 
us up. 

After several futile 
attempts to find a 
location with the 
vaccine available, I got lucky and 
happened to check the right website 
at the right time. The Brazoria 

County Health Department had just 
received 200 doses of the vaccine.  
I jumped at the chance to get the 
vaccine for my wife and me. 

Once we were given an appoint-
ment date, we were asked to go 

online to fill out a con-
sent form to bring with 
us on vaccination day.  
The form was pretty 
routine. It asked stan-
dard questions about 
possible exposure to 

the virus and if you wanted to join 
an immunization registry.

For safety reasons, the form also 
asks for consent to stay 15 minutes 
after the vaccination so staff could 
respond to any potential reactions.

I didn’t have any. The vaccination 
itself was more like a pinprick than 
a shot.

As we left the waiting area after 
the 15-minutes, I asked one of the 
staff if there had been any serious 
reactions. She said no.

On the drive home, I felt both 
relief and pride. Relief that we had 
taken the first step toward protecting 
ourselves from the virus without 
any immediate serious reaction 
and pride that we were helping our 
community and country conquer the 
virus.

We decided to celebrate on the 
way home. We stopped at a drive-
thru for hamburgers. We joked that 
this is what passes for celebrating 
when you are in your 70s and are 
usually careful about your diet.

Ironically, Kelly eventually had 
a worse reaction to the vaccine 
than I did. Her arm was sore on 
Day 1, and on Day 2, she became 
nauseous and had fever, chills and 
a headache. The symptoms lasted 
a day, but she was fatigued for 
several days.

We will never know for sure if this 
was a reaction to the vaccine, but 
she is convinced it was.

I only had some minor nasal 
congestion on Day 2. As we all are 
aware, there are hundreds of other 
possible causes for that in our area.

We are scheduled for our second 
vaccination in early February. I don’t 
think I will be as worried then.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)

Vaccine made me 
feel like I was helping 

my country.

I got Covid vaccine despite health concerns DeLeon elected 2021 fair president
From the Brazoria County Fair Association

The Brazoria County Fair is moving forward with Brad deLeon being 
elected as 2021 President. The 2020 President, Darrel Bagley, and the 
Fair Executive Committee made it official by electing deLeon to serve 
as the 83rd president of the Brazoria County Fair Association. Brad is a 
staple and a great asset to the Brazoria County Fair.  

He volunteered on the Entertainment Committee from 2009 – 2019.  It 
was 2013, when he was elected to the Board of Directors. He served on 
the Board until 2016 when he was elected to his first Executive Board 
term.  In 2019, the Executive Board elected him President-Elect. He has 
always and continues to lend a helping hand on any task needed.  

In 2005, Brad joined the Coast Guard and was assigned to the Free-
port CG station, where he continues to actively serve our Country. BCFA 
involvement is a family affair around the deLeon household. Laynette, his 
wife, volunteers with several BCFA committees and serves on the Board 
or Directors as well. Both their daughters, Emilia (18) and Cecilia (16), are 
active members of the Brazoswood FFA Chapter. Emilia did a great job 
representing Brazoswood ISD as a 2020 Queen candidate. Brad’s family 
resides in Lake Jackson where they continue to be actively involved. 

A message from your 2021 BCFA President 
I would like to start by saying Thank You to our volunteers, sponsors, 

veterans, first responders and elected officials. Without each one of you, 
we would not be here today having these events to support the youth of 
Brazoria County.

It is my pleasure to welcome everyone to each of the 2021 Brazoria 
County Fair events. I could not be happier knowing the hundreds of volun-
teers that make these events happen, had the faith and trust in me to elect 
me as your 83rd President.

To say 2020 was a challenge I believe is an understatement. Brazoria 
County Fair Association has done and will continue to do anything in 
our reach to continue to provide a fun and safe experience for the entire 
family. That is why I chose the motto “Fun for The Whole Herd”. There is 
something here for all age groups even mom and dad.

My family and I look forward to seeing you and your families at the 
events surrounding the 83rd Brazoria County Fair.

Thank you,
Brad deLeon, President 2021
Brazoria County Fair Association
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PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

Benjamin Franklin lacked formal education, but he 
became publisher, inventor, one of the Founding Fathers
By John Grimaldi
and David Bruce Smith

Benjamin Franklin, the paternal 
polymath of Revolutionary America, 
was born Jan. 17, 1706, and died 
eighty-four years later. His formal 
education ended at 10, but Franklin 
taught himself to read and write; 

subsequently, he matured into an 
expert, adolescent essayist, pro-
ducing pieces, pseudonymously, as 
“Silence Dogood.”

Eventually, he authored the best-
selling Poor Richard’s Almanack—a 
compendium of poems, calendar, 
and recipes; trivia, humor, prac-
tical advice; weather predictions, 
astrological information, and pithy 
proverbs.

And his later achievements as a 
printer, publisher, author, inventor, 
scientist, and diplomat, mutated the 
world.

Franklin’s triumphs were varie-
gated, and the scope of his nimble 
masterminding of the Franklin 
Stove, bifocals, electricity, and swim 
fins was unprecedented. He was 
also America’s first Postmaster Gen-

eral, and founder of the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Most important: Franklin was a 
Founding Father. According to His-
tory.com, he was the only Founding 
Father “to have signed all four of 
the key documents establishing the 
U.S.: The Declaration of Indepen-

dence (1776), the Treaty of Alliance 
with France (1778), the Treaty of 
Paris establishing peace with Great 
Britain (1783) and the U.S. Constitu-
tion (1787).”

(The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “The Autobiogra-
phy of Benjamin Franklin.”)

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God may sometimes seem slow in coming 
to help us, but He never comes too late

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: What does it mean spiritually 
to bear fruit? -- F.B.

A: In order for a tree or any plant 
to grow and bear fruit, its seed 
must first be planted in the ground 
and die. In order for fruit to appear 
in our lives, the Word of God must 
be planted in our hearts and then 
we must die to self, making Christ 
the center of our lives.

In the face of chastening, 
adversity, discipline, and affliction, 
fruit begins to appear, because the 
Holy Spirit is strengthening us and 
the attributes of the Lord begin to 
manifest themselves in our think-
ing and in our actions.

This process, like steel which 
has been tempered and made 
strong by the heat of a furnace, 
makes us useful to God. But 
what baby is sent out to fight a 
battle? The baby must first grow 
in strength, in size, and in wisdom 
before he is able to fight. It is the 
same for those whom God wishes 
to use.

Joseph would never have been 
of use to God had he not been 
sold into slavery by brothers who 
hated him and was later wrongly 
accused and put in prison. Joseph 
had to wait two more years for 
release from prison. All of this was 
God’s preparation for Joseph’s 

ultimate rise to a position of power 
and authority second only to that of 
Pharaoh himself, a position Joseph 
used to feed all of Israel during a 
famine.

As we wait upon the Lord, God 
may sometimes seem slow in 
coming to help us, but He never 
comes too late. His timing is 
always perfect.

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control.... And those who are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 
... Let us also walk in the Spirit” 
(Galatians 5:22-25).

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

It is often said that most things 
improve with age, like friends and 
fruitcake. Although, I may not get 
many takers on the fruitcake part. 
Some things on the other hand, 
don’t improve with age, like my 
husband’s jokes.

Don’t get me wrong - he’s a 
wonderfully brilliant and knowledge-
able man in more things than I have 
the ink to print. He worked as a 
civil engineer for a major chemical 
company and designed roads and 
bridges. He can wire, plumb and 
build a house from the foundation 
up. He also flipped houses before 
HGTV made a fortune doing it.

There may be other husbands 
who can do all these things, but 
they probably don’t know the feed-
ing and migratory habits of animal 
species, most of which I’ve never 
even heard of. Or, that there is a 
creature called an elephant shark 
and that it’s the world’s oldest-living 
jawed vertebrate. He does.

As talented as he is, his jokes 
are so bad that they have been 
given an official family title: Papa 
Jokes. Believe me, they are in a 
league of their own. You can’t call 
them corny or redneck, although 
listening to them, you know they 
are more than distant cousins.

Our oldest granddaughter is a 
fan of his jokes, which places her 
high on his favored list. She has a 
degree from Sam Houston State 
University - so it’s not like she has 
10 teeth - and most of them are in 
her pocket. She sometimes calls 
just to hear the latest one. As I said, 
she continually moves higher on his 
favored list.

My husband had some health 
issues a few years back and had to 
retire. I retired several years later 
and was promoted to the non-pay-
ing position of official chauffeur.

There are perks in the position of 
official chauffeur. I get to control the 
radio station selection and the route 
to our destination, although, it is 
most often over his, and the GPS’ 
objections. I don’t know about your 
GPS lady, but mine always seems 
to be having a really bad day.

My husband does act as the 
unofficial lookout for safe access 
into oncoming traffic. There is 
concern for me in his new position, 

since one of the side-effects of his 
health issues was the impairment of 
his peripheral vision. Nonetheless, 
it has not deterred his energetic 
right and left scans for oncoming 
traffic and his calls that, “It’s all 
clear here.”

His freedom to be an active 
observer while I’m driving presents 
several other challenges. One of 
which is that he has more time to 
watch life go by, accompanied with 
vigorous ambidextrous pointing out 
both side windows.

Unfortunately, it also gives him 
more time to think of new Papa 
Jokes. Usually when he lays one 
of his new jokes on me, I just give 
him the look - you know - the one 

where you drop your chin, slightly 
turn your head to one side and 
raise your eyebrows. No words 
are needed when this is executed 
correctly. “Really?” is implied.

However, last week he actually 
“got” me. I laughed. I tried hard 
to squelch it before it escaped. 
But, before I could think of some-
thing painful, like wanting Chick-
Fil-A, and realizing its Sunday: I 
laughed…out loud. Not only had 
I laughed, but he heard me! Neal 
Armstrong’s landing on the moon 
paled in comparison to his victory 
celebration over “One small laugh 
from her is one giant laugh for man-
kind,” or something like that.

You may be wondering what 
was so different about this Papa 
Joke that suppressing a laugh was 
impossible? Who knows? I can’t 
figure it out myself why this partic-
ular pun “tickled my funny bone,” 
as my mama would say. Everything 
was the same, and nothing seemed 
out of the ordinary. It was a sunny 
day. We were two old people in 
a Mazda, driving down a country 
road, and then we came to a field 
of llamas.

Some of the llamas were just 
looking over the fence as if they 
had been waiting for us, while 
others were apparently not inter-
ested, and grazing peacefully. Then 
out of the blue he said, “That’s a 
mama llama, and I bet that’s her 
son, Fernando Llama, and her 
other son is Tony Llama. They also 
have a famous relative too: Dolly 

Llama.” Before I even had the 
chance to drop my chin, turn my 
head, and raise my eyebrows, I lost 
it. It was a classic Papa Joke, but it 
was…funny!

He has proudly displayed this 
trophy to the kids and grandkids 
with full details, and as with most 
things, his story continues to grow 
with the retelling.

Because I want to continue living 
with my husband, I thought it best 
to have him read this article prior to 
sending it to the Editor.

He said, “I made you laugh - way 
to go. I’m wearing you down!”

I executed the chin drop maneu-
ver correctly, and said, “Like 
erosion.”

So, the next time you see a field 
of llamas, look closely to see if it’s 
Fernando.

Czech Marmalade Rolls
2 Cups Whole Milk
½ Cup Canola Oil
½ Cup Sugar
Combine in a saucepan and heat 

until 120-130°. Add:
2 ¼ Teaspoons Active Dry Yeast
4 Cups Flour
Mix well and allow to sit for one 

hour. Add:
½ Cup Flour
½ Teaspoon Baking Soda
½ Teaspoon Baking Powder
1 Teaspoon Salt
Mix well and place in a covered 

container in the refrigerator over-
night.

Flour the surface and roll the 
dough into a 30” rectangle and flip 
over. Rub 1 stick melted butter over 
the rectangle. Spread 8 Table-
spoons orange marmalade and 
sprinkle with ½ cup brown sugar 
and lightly sprinkle with Kosher salt. 
Roll the dough jelly-roll fashion. 
Pinch the seam together. Cut into 
15 pieces and place on a buttered 
baking sheet and allow to rise until 
doubled. Bake at 375° for 15-17 
minutes or until golden brown.

Glaze
Zest of One Orange
Juice from One Orange
2 Cups Powdered Sugar
¼ Cup Whole Milk
2 Tablespoons Butter
Mix well and pour over hot rolls.
(To contact Shirley, please send 

emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Husband loves telling ‘Papa Jokes’; this was funny

CHASING THE CREATOR
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Take-out 
meals must be called in by 10:30 for 
pick-up at 11 a.m. Limited dine-in - 
please call to reserve a spot. Meals 
served at 11:30 a.m. at center. Meals 
on Wheels available, please call before 
9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals 
available - call before 8 a.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 27: South-
ern-fried chicken, creamed pota-
toes, gravy, green beans, carrot & 
raisin salad, biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, Jan. 28: Sausage, 
potatoes & onions, spiced apples, 

peas, tossed salad, garlic bread, 
dessert.

Friday, Jan. 29: Enchiladas, 
Spanish rice, red beans, cheese 
broccoli, slaw, cornbread, dessert.

Monday, Feb. 1: Chicken-fried 
steak, gravy, cheese cauliflower, 
okra & tomatoes, pears & cottage 
cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Feb. 2: Baked chicken, 
dressing/gravy, green beans, 
creamed potatoes, carrot & raisin 
salad, rolls, birthday cake.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   January 26, 2021  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COPING WITH COVID-19

Jumbles: SCARF  PUPIL  GENTLY  SCROLL
Answer: The laundromat that installed exercise equipment featured -- SPIN CYCLES

and flexible to offset any feelings 
of weakness or being stuck. The 
second half of the week may give 
you a chance to handle tricky 
relationship issues with a more 
evenhanded amount of cooperation 
and generosity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
might channel the spirit of the Three 
Musketeers, as a “one-for-all and 
all-for-one” attitude could help you 
get along in business activities. 
Demonstrate your affection so a 
loved one doesn’t feel taken for 
granted in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):  
Don’t assume that you are stuck or 
unable to overcome a situation. As 
the week expands, you might find 
that other choices are available, 
and issues that are confusing to you 
could become clear as a bell.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Since life changes, try to roll with 
it. Meeting a variety of people who 
bring out the best in you can uplift 
your spirits in the week ahead. Wait 
until after the middle of the week 
for major purchases and financial 
decisions.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Now 
is a good time to put in the extra 
effort to accomplish your goals. 
Take advantage of every oppor-
tunity to meet people who might 
appreciate your talents.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Going overboard because you are 
filled with enthusiasm and passion 
might not go over well with some 
people. You could be misunder-
stood in the week to come, but a 
loyal partner is likely to stand by 
you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The 
happiness you enjoy in the week 
ahead could depend on the quality 
of your attitude. Turn any negative 
thought into a positive affirmation. 
You may need to ask for advice or 
forgiveness at the end of the week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Time to get organized. Maintain 
order in your life and keep the 
checkbook balanced during the 
upcoming week. A loved one may 
be motivated to achieve financial 
security and could have less time to 
spend with you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Be strong 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Your week ahead may have 
a slow start but improves day by 
day. You might vacillate between 
underestimating and overestimat-
ing expenses and income. Better 
alternatives may become obvious 
over time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Gaining experience and knowledge 
happens over time and helps you 
encompass your future. Organi-
zation might aid you in using your 
time and resources efficiently as the 
week ahead unfolds.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may become more focused on 
achieving a sense of security as the 
week progresses. Be open-minded, 
but notice and remember red flags. 
Kindness always has to coexist with 
boundaries.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Happiness that holds a relationship 
together can strengthen over time 
with patience and kindness. Perfect 
attunement might not be possible in 
the early part of the week, when it’s 
best to avoid rushing the process or 
forcing growth.

January 26
1784 - In a letter to his daugh-

ter, Benjamin Franklin expressed 
unhappiness over the eagle as the 
symbol of America. He wanted the 
symbol to be the turkey.

1841 - Britain formally occupied 
Hong Kong, which the Chinese had 
ceded to the British.

1875 - George F. Green patented 
the electric dental drill for sawing, 
filing, dressing and polishing teeth.

January 27
1880 - Thomas Edison patented 

the electric incandescent lamp.
1926 - John Baird, a Scottish 

inventor, demonstrated a picto-
rial transmission machine called 
television.

1944 - The Soviet Union 
announced that the two year 
German siege of Leningrad had 
come to an end.

January 28
1878 - The first telephone switch-

board was installed in New Haven, 
CT.

1878 - “The Yale News” was 
published for the first time. It was 

the first, daily, collegiate newspaper 
in the U.S.

1957 - The Brooklyn Dodg-
ers announced that circus clown 
Emmett Kelly had been hired to 
entertain fans at baseball games.

January 29
1965 - General Motors reported 

the biggest profit of any U.S. com-
pany in history.

1973 - CBS-TV debuted “Barnaby 
Jones.”

1986 - The U.S. space shuttle 
Challenger exploded just after take-
off. All seven of its crewmembers 
were killed.

January 30
1649 - England’s King Charles I 

was beheaded.
1847 - The town of Yerba Buena 

was renamed San Francisco.
1933 - “The Lone Ranger” was 

heard on radio for the first time. The 
program ran for 2,956 episodes and 
ended in 1955.

1958 - The first two-way moving 
sidewalk was put in service at Love 
Field in Dallas, TX. The length of 
the walkway through the airport was 

1,435 feet.
January 31

1606 - Guy Fawkes was exe-
cuted after being convicted for his 
role in the “Gunpowder Plot” against 
the English Parliament and King 
James I.

1865 - The 13th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was passed by 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 
It was ratified by the necessary 
number of states on December 6, 
1865. The amendment abolished 
slavery in the United States.

1876 - All Native American 
Indians were ordered to move into 
reservations.

February 1
1788 - Isaac Briggs and William 

Longstreet patented the steamboat.
1862 - “The Battle Hymn of the 

Republic,” by Julia Ward Howe 
was first published in the “Atlantic 
Monthly.”

1913 - Grand Central Terminal 
(also known as Grand Central 
Station) opened in New York City, 
NY. It was the largest train station in 
the world.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Foreboding
8 Optimistic
12 Pump product
15 “Give me an example”
16 “The real story is ... “
18 Collision simulation aids
20 Scapula neighbor, for short
21 Big name in nail polish
22 “Yeah, sure”
23 Partnership letters
25 Cleaning conveniences

30 “Scary Movie” reaction
33 Extraordinary little one, in folklore
37 Poke tuna
38 Chocolate dog
40 Nabisco cookie
41 Neither’s partner
42 Part of a relay
43 Junk collector
45 Overly
46 “So-so”
47 Mark for good
48 Spanish bear

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
IRAQ  PERU  MALI  CHILE  CHINA  HAITI  EGYPT  ICELAND

49 Hong Kong lang.
50 Place with drawing rooms
53 Womb occupant
55 Apparition
57 Kobe cash
58 About
61 Duracell size
63 Salty waters
66 Begin all over again ... and what 

18-, 33-, 43- and 50-Across all 
do (almost), as indicated by the 
circled letters

72 Ready for sleep
73 Lady Gaga’s debut album
74 Squid’s defense
75 Therefore
76 Left formally

DOWN
1 How music can be stored
2 Farm female
3 “Don’t worry about me”
4 Settle snugly
5 Awed reaction
6 Golden rule preposition
7 Trickles (through)
8 Tell (on)
9 Med. condition with repetitive 

behavior
10 Man’s name that sounds like a 

slow-cooked dish
11 “Delicious!”
12 Smooth-talking
13 Out of the wind
14 Part of CBS: Abbr.
17 Barn-raising sect
19 Drinks a bit at a time
24 Pasadena institute
26 Texter’s “Then again ... “
27 Bust maker
28 “Summer Nights” musical
29 Political bragging point, when it’s 

thriving
30 Actress Hayek
31 Joyful shout
32 First first lady
34 Online promo
35 Senseless
36 Khal __, Daenerys’ husband in 

HBO’s “Game of Thrones”
39 Strips for breakfast
44 Opportunity
51 Hybrid picnic utensil
52 Fertile soil
54 “Take care of yourself”
56 Mariner’s supports
58 Sparkling Italian wine
59 Knock for a loop
60 Wall map marker
62 Feel sore
64 Apex
65 Spot for a mower
67 Begin a hole, with “up”
68 Four-term prez
69 Oil field sight
70 Musician Yoko
71 __ center
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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