
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Let me confess up front:  I can’t 
think of anything worth devoting a 
full column to this week. 

That is not to say I don’t have 
anything to write about. I do. They 
are just rather scattershot items, 

each worth a few paragraphs, not 
500-700 words. 

So here are some snippets I 
hope you will find interesting:

HELP NOT ALWAYS 
WANTED:  When my wife and I 
went for our Covid-19 vaccinations, 
a young woman approached and 
said we needed to fill out some 
forms. 

Noticing my wheelchair, she 
looked through me and asked my 
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Tax preparation 
help available
AARP Tax-Aide is once again 

providing assistance in preparing 
Federal Income Tax returns without 
charge from Feb. 16 to April 15.  

Last year this free service was 
abruptly interrupted because of 
COVID-19 regulations, but prepa-
rations have been made to follow 
COVID-19 protocols minimizing 
person to person contact for this 
year.  

This year an appointment must 
be made for each return needed. 
Appointments may be scheduled at 
the libraries.

 Instructions and envelopes with 
required forms will be available 
during the assistance timeframe. 

The actual preparation of tax 
returns will be done with either a 
drop-off method or remotely via 
interface with the taxpayers over the 
phone. Appointments times avail-
able for scheduling at the following 
libraries will be: Freeport (10–2 
Mondays); Brazoria (12–4 Tues-
days); Angleton (12–4 Wednes-
days); and Lake Jackson (10–2 
Thursdays).

An appointment-only process will 
be utilized as the counselors will be 
unable to assist walk-ins this year. 
Taxpayers must be available for 
phone contact during their appoint-

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I felt like Samuel Finley Breese 
Morse on May 24, 1844, when he 
sent his first telegraphic message: 
“What hath God wrought.”

That sentence reflects what he 
had done - changed the way we 
communicate. I did something 
similar recently, and I’m wondering if 
it was a good idea.

The hideout is where I go to 
escape from the 21st Century. Life 
is simple - free TV, radio and very 
limited access to the Internet. I have 

avoided bringing cyberworld into my 
above-ground bunker. This is the 
place I withdraw from the Internet 
drug that flows through my veins all 
week as I labor on the paper and 
occasionally check in on who is 
commenting on Facebook and what 
the latest posts are on Twitter.

Well, maybe a little more than 
occasionally. I mean, it’s right there, 
just a tab opening away.

I cannot unplug altogether from 
civilization because I still have to get 
things done, and that requires that 
I access the Internet, even though 
it is on a limited basis. That’s where 
the problem lies.

The hideaway is awkwardly 
located in an area where the Inter-
net, without some type of a router, 
is hard to get. It takes a long time to 
download or upload files with just a 
smartphone hotspot signal.

I have waited more than an hour 
to be able to upload a large file. I 
have even driven to a nearby store 
where the data signal is better - 

Ramblings

COVID-19 takes toll, saps energy even after ‘recovery’
By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

COVID-19 seems to dominate 
my life lately. Me, family members, 
friends and family members of 
friends all have fallen victim to the 
coronavirus. 

Their experiences and tales of 
how some people are dealing with 
the positive tests make both inter-
esting and disturbing news. I can 
only share mine.

When I have the energy, I will 
cook something that sounds appe-
tizing. To date, the taste buds have 
defeated all my culinary efforts. 
Friends continue to send me food, 
some of which pass the taste bud 
trial. Jerry and Annabelle sent 
three types of soup; all were good. 
The stew not only tasted good but 
looked like the photos in my recipe 
book. I am impressed.

I cook but can only handle one 
item a day currently. Red beans with 
Andouille sausage on day one. I 
made cornbread using a new recipe 
on day two. I like to clean as I go, 

normally. The cornbread effort left 
my kitchen looking like the Pillsbury 
Doughboy was assassinated by a 
serial killer. The rest, and cleanup 

(Continued on Page 7)

Museum features History of the Vaqueros 
The Brazoria Heritage Foundation is sponsoring an exhibit of Posters 

of the History of the Vaqueros at the Brazos Valley Rail Road Museum at 
204 West Smith Street in Brazoria.

Spanish translation is “cowman evolved into cowboy.”
Spain introduced horses into New Spain (Mexico) in the early 1500s 

and also three breeds of cattle that became known as Texas Longhorns.
This exhibit consists of 33 posters providing a comprehensive history of 

the evolution of the Vaquero, Cowboys and Longhorns in Texas.
The exhibit is located in the hallway of the Brazos Valley Railroad 

Museum, which is open on Saturdays.
It can be viewed on any day by calling the Brazoria Chamber of Com-

merce at (979) 798-6100 or Bob Schwebel at (979) 236-0241.

How Grandpa Ruffo drove away the rain
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

Sometime in the 1920s, Grandpa 
Ruffo was sitting on his porch, 
looking across the 
road at a 40-acre 
field on his farm 
outside of Tennessee Colony, 
Texas. 

That 40 acres was the most pro-
ductive, cultivated field on the farm. 
In the middle of the field, there was 
a small knoll of about four acres 

that had never been cleared.
“Bob, you and Clyde go over to 

the Jonas’ farm. Tell Mr. Jonas that 
I want to hire him and his four boys 

to help us clear 
some trees,” Ruffo 
said. “I would like 

to start next Monday. Tell Jonas to 
bring saws, axes, shovelSs, and a 
freight wagon.”

The boys did as instructed, and 
at daylight Monday, Jonas and his 

(Continued on Page 10)

I’m in a wheelchair, 
but not helpless

Memories are made of this
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How hot does it get 
in the winter?

The longer the forecast, the less accurate

We’re not complainig about winter 
weather along the Texas Gulf Coast, 
but there are even warmer spots 
you can seek out if you’re looking 
for summer in the winter.

During December, January and 
February, large cities with the warm-
est climates in the United States 
are in Florida. Just slightly cooler 
are urban areas along California’s 
Pacific coast and in southern Ari-
zona and Texas.

The season’s hottest tempera-
tures are at Florida’s southernmost 
city, Miami.

Nearly every winter day in Miami 
reaches at least 60°F. The city’s 
temperature climbs into the 80s 
on 40% of the days in December, 
January and February.

These rankings of hottest cities 
use long-term temperature aver-
ages, based on weather data 
collected from 1981 to 2010 for 
the NOAA’s National Climatic Data 
Center.

The Houston area actually 
made the top 10 list of warm winter 
climates, although barely. It comes 
in at No. 10, with a mean daily rem-
perature of 55°F. 

San Antonio and Austin are tied at  
53°F for the No. 11 spot.

The highest winter temperatures 
recorded in the USA were in San 
Antonio and Austin.

Seldom do winter temperatures 
approach 100 °F in the winter, but  
San Antonio made it to 100°F and 
Austin reached 99°F on Feb. 21, 
1996.

Today’s five-day forecast is now as accurate, and the three-day forecast 
was about 25 years ago. A seven-day forecast can accurately predict the 
weather about 80 percent of the time, and a five-day forecast can accurately 
predict the weather approximately 90 percent of the time. 

However, a 10-day — or longer — forecast is only right about half the 
time. Temperature trends are more accurate than day-to-day precipitation 
trends.

Feb. 3 Feb. 4 Feb. 5 Feb. 6 Feb. 7 Feb. 8 Feb. 9



tions, a person can be made to 
smell a small bottle of ammonia 
and respond as if it were a won-
derful perfume,” says Coon.

Especially bizarre is the “hidden 
observer”: When subjects are 
directed to stick an arm into nor-
mally painful icy water, most will 
say they feel no pain. But if asked 
whether “some part of them” is 
feeling the pain, many say “Stop it! 
You’re hurting me,” as if split into 
separate selves.

An easy test - from the Stanford 
Hypnotic Susceptibility Scale - is 
to stand with eyes closed while 
someone tells you you’re starting 
to sway. If in fact you do sway, 
you’re very hypnotizable.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

A sure bet
Q. There’s a hot little betting 

system that’ll let you go to a 
casino roulette table with $1000 
and come home a $60 winner nine 
times out of 10. Interested? Just 
don’t hold us responsible for that 
10th visit.

A. You mark down 1-2-3, 
because you’ll be winning your 
money $6 at a time. Start by 
betting $4 - always the lowest + 
highest numbers - on either red 
or black. There are 18 reds on the 
wheel, 18 blacks and two for the 
house, giving you 47% chance 
(18/38) of winning your $4. If you 
win, cross off the 1 and 3 and bet 
$2 (the remaining number). If you 
win again, you’ve crossed off all 
numbers and netted your first $6, 
so you write down 1-2-3 and start 
over.

If you lose your $4 bet, write 
down 4 - always write down 
amounts lost - add the 1 and 4, 
and bet $5. If you win the $5, 
cross off the 1 and 4, then bet $5 
(the 2 + 3) again.  If you win on 
this, all the numbers are crossed 
off, and you’re on to a fresh 1-2-3 
set. Each loss pushes your bets a 
little higher until finally when you 
win, you cover your losses, while 
netting $6.  

There’s a catch, of course:  You 
could run out of money before 
crossing off all the numbers!

A computer simulation by 
John McGervey (“Probabilities in 
Everyday Life”) beat the house 
an average of 99 times out of 100 
on these 1-2-3 sequences, each 
winning $6. Winning 10 sequences 
got to the goal of $60 on a given 
“visit,” and on 90 sequences (9 
visits) the computer won $540. But 
on every 10th visit, on average, 
the 1-in-100 loss caught up with 
the computer, scattering its $1,000 
to the wind.

There are scores of similar 
schemes - all useless. Even after 
winning on 9/10 visits, the com-
puter ended up $460 in the hole. 
Any random scheme could have 
done just “as well”!

Fish story
Q.  Fishing with friends, you 

haul in so much catch that the 
craft floats lower and lower and 

starts taking on water. What to do? 
Throw a few passengers over-
board and call it a day?

A. Why not just hang a few 
of the fish on hooks alongside 
the boat, so now the water they 
displace helps buoy the craft. But 
beware that other fish don’t come 
along and steal your meals.

Hypnosis: fakery or fact?
Q. Is hypnosis a marvelous psy-

chological tool or mere fakery?
A. Experts can’t even agree 

if it’s a bonafide altered state of 
consciousness or just a mood of 
relaxed suggestibility with subjects 
unconsciously playing along so as 
not to “spoil the act,” says Dennis 
Coon in “Introduction to Psychol-
ogy: Exploration and Application.”

Some 80% of people can “go 
under,” but only half of these are 
“good hypnotic subjects,” who 
can fantasize readily and focus 
attention inward. Subjects may 
report feelings of floating, sinking, 
separation from the body. 

Actions seem automatic, as if 
happening without effort. Hypnotic 
fakery may be found on stage but 
hypnosis is real, useful clinically 
for relaxation and to relieve pain, 
common in dentistry or for easing 
childbirth. A hallmark of hypnosis 
is the altering of sensory experi-
ence. “Given the proper instruc-

DID YOU KNOW?
• Having red hair and blue eyes 

is the rarest hair-eye color combi-
nation possible.

• In 1946, a trapped moth 
caused an early computer model to 
malfunction, popularizing the term 
“bug” as a reference for software 
errors.

• In Japan, three-quarters of men 
give all their money to their wives 
and get a monthly allowance,

• Frank Oz, the man who voiced 
Yoda in “Star Wars,” was also the 
voice of Miss Piggy.
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Try us out for a month, 
and you’ll agree that 

advertising in The Bulletin 
is good for your business.
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

PROBLEM WITH AUTHOR-
ITY, SIR?: After skipping out on 
work release in Hammond, Ind., 
a man terrorized three downtown 
businesses, hitting employees 
with diapers, throwing tip jars at 
staff and stealing Christmas toys. 
He was charged with robbery, two 
counts of auto theft, attempted 
battery, three counts of intimida-
tion, two counts of theft, operat-
ing a vehicle as a habitual traffic 
offender, resisting law enforcement, 
reckless driving, disregarding a 
stop signal, speeding, unsafe lane 
movement and failure to return to 
lawful detention. 

CRAZY STUFF FROM 
OTHER PEOPLE, NOT ME, OF 
COURSE: An intoxicated motor-
ist, who was driving with a loaded 
AR-15 rifle in his lap near his 
apartment in Clearwater, Fla., told 
police that he carried the assault 
weapon because he “has seen 
crazy stuff since moving to Florida” 
from Alabama. 

GREAT IDEA, BUT YOUR 
SON ... : A man messaged his 
mother on Reddit telling her he was 
going to get a tattoo, and asking 
her what kind he should get. She 
urged him to wait, replying, “If you 
don’t have need for one, don’t get 
it. Tattoos are for something import-
ant.” But, instead of waiting, he 
took her literally, and got a tattoo 
on his arm, reading, “If you don’t 
have need for one, don’t get it. 
Tattoos are for something import-
ant. – Mom” 

YOU KNOW, IN KEEPING 
WITH THE CHRISTMAS 
SPIRIT: After a man was arrested 

for selling methamphetamine out 
of a storage unit in Altoona, Pa., he 
told officers that he wasn’t selling 
the stuff at all. He claimed that a 
lot of people came to his storage 
unit because they knew he had the 
drug, and he would give it to them 
for free if they asked. 

TRASH IT: A 42-year-old man 
is suing his parents because they 
disposed of his extensive pornog,-
raphy collection instead of sending 
it along to him when he moved to 
Muncie, Ind. He had moved into 
his parents’ home in Grand Haven, 
Mich., after a divorce, and they 
did not approve of what the judge 
called “a trove of pornography,” so 
they dumped it as soon as he left. 

CUTE, BUT YOU’RE JUST 
A THIEF, PAL: A man dressed 
as The Grinch Who Stole Christ-
mas was caught trying to swipe 
packages off people’s doorsteps 
in Carson, Calif., in broad daylight. 
Neighbors saw him and called the 
cops. 

WELL, WELL, WHAT HAVE 
WE HERE? A man, walking along 
the Atlantic Ocean in Palm Beach, 
Fla., found an enormous bagful 
of cocaine that had washed up 
on shore. The bag contained 71 
pounds of the stuff in 25 packages 
with a street value of nearly $1 
million. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/
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Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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most of the time. Of course, the time 
I needed it to be better, it wasn't. 
I had to drive three more miles to 
finally get a good signal.

I ignored these little setbacks 
because I was really dedicated to 
living at the hideaway like a cave-
man - without the Internet, for the 
most part. 

I don’t mind watching free TV. I do 
that at home because I cut the cable 

cord many months ago. I only watch 
a few channels, anyway, and I can 
get those with an antenna rather 
than dishing out all that money for 
cable TV.

I also like listening to the radio. I 
grew up like that. I still prefer manu-
ally tuning in the stations rather than 
pushing a preset button.

The hideaway had all the basics 
I needed. But there was a big prob-
lem that could only be overcome 

with a better Internet signal. What 
should I do? 

If I gave in, the sanctity of the 
hideaway could be ruined. I would 
plug that Internet IV right back into 
my arm and suck up all that You-
Tube and its endless programming 
of retro music and documentaries 
about trains.

That’s not what the hideaway is 
about. After all these years, there 
had to be another way to solve my 
problem and also maintain the hide-
away’s purpose - to isolate myself 
from the world and pretend that I 
am the only one in it. 

Well, Sharon and I. She comes 

with me. But that’s it. Just the two 
of us, in our world. And all our pets, 
who also make the trip. But that’s it.

Then I found what was a promis-
ing solution - a hotspot that would 
generate a better Internet signal, but 
with a data limit so that I would only 
use it for work. Down I went to one 
of the nearby T-Mobile stores to see 
what they had along these lines.

I walked out with a 5G hotspot 
that can accommodate up to 30 
devices, like computers and cell-
phones. I forgot to mention that it 
comes with more data than I’ll ever 
use.

“What hath God wrought?” Or 
better yet, what have I bought?

I couldn’t resist. It was just a little 

more expensive per month than the 
limited data plans. I gave into my 
weakness.

I blame Sharon, who stayed in the 
car while I went into the store. I think 
she dislikes all this tech stuff almost 
as much as I dislike rummaging 
through department stores.

Enough to say that I took a bad 
work situation and made it better. 
But what have I done to the hide-
out? Will it ever be the same?

I’m soaking up all the fast and 
abundant Internet signal that I can. 
I am listening to retro music and 
watching old train documentaries 
- all at the same time. I am out of 
control. What have I done?

I know how you felt, Mr. Morse. 

What hath John wrought to this, our ‘primitive’ hideaway?
(Continued from Page 1)
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had to wait for the outcome of a 
nap. Rice is in the cooker as I nap.

Woo Hoo! Red beans and rice 
with cornbread, two days in the 
making, was now ready for con-
sumption. I saved a serving for my 
son for his approval. He approved, 
and we both enjoyed our first meal 

of the combo! The next big step is 
filling the dishwasher and getting 
dishes clean. I will put them up 
tomorrow.

Where to take a nap? I don’t 
have to worry about selection. It 
occurs wherever I sit and occurs 
spontaneously. I, evidently, am only 
the vehicle required. Naps vary in 

duration from one to four hours. 
My favorite, so far, occurred as I 
was eating a very good beef stew, 
prepared and delivered by my 
friends, Jerry and Annabelle. I was 
eating early supper at 4 p.m. and 
fell asleep with my Teenage Ninja 
Mutant Turtle lap tray in my lap. 

I woke after 6, looked at the 
window, and it was dark, and I 
thought I had slept all night in the 
recliner. I texted Jerry and Anna-
belle and accused them of putting 
sleeping potion in my stew. It took 
awhile for me to realize that it was 6 
p.m., not a.m., and I had just a little 
panic then.

I still have good days and bad 
days. Some days my balance is less 
than good. If you see me stagger-
ing around the mailbox, it’s not 
because I’ve been hitting the wine; 
it’s just one of those days. I find 
on those days that driving must be 
limited. Depth perception is off, and 
judging when I can pull into the road 
becomes less than an exact sci-
ence. Those days I try to stay home, 
and this is not as hard as it sounds 
since the fatigue is right there with 
the other remaining symptoms, so I 
can nap - usually whenever I sit.

Sitting at home with taste buds in 
an on-again, off-again rotation. I’m 
beginning to worry that I will regain 
the weight I lost in the hospital. 

Strange things taste good. I had 
tuna fish salad, sliced jalapenos, 
and crackers for supper, and for 
dessert, several Mother’s Iced Oat-
meal cookies, a personal favorite. 
I have been smart enough to stay 
away from the Pepperidge Farm 
cookie section. I can hear them 
calling my name when I walk down 
the cookie aisle.

I am a lucky man. Yes, when 
the virus was at its worst, I was 
sick, but the duration of the worst 
symptoms was relatively short. The 
coughing, shortness of breath and 

blood oxygen less than 80 were all 
of relatively short duration from Dec. 
10 until Jan. 10. 

I still see many with prolonged 
hospital stays and worse.

 I want everyone to stay safe and 
to keep their family and friends safe. 
From my recliner - love, and good 
health to all!

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

COVID-19 aftermath keeps me off-balance and fatigued
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Call Now
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ment time after they present their 
tax documents. In addition to e-filing 
2020 income taxes for a fast refund, 
Tax-Aide volunteers are also able 
to assist with returns from 2017 
through 2019.  

Volunteers help prepare and file 
income tax returns for low- to mod-
erate-income taxpayers of all ages 
with a special emphasis on those 60 
and older. It is not necessary to be 
an AARP member. 

This year’s start was delayed by 
two weeks with the announcement 
from the IRS that they will only 
begin accepting 2020 returns on 
February 12, 2021. For more infor-
mation, please call (979) 320-9932.

(Continued from Page 1)

AARP offers tax 
preparation help 

at county libraries

boys were in Ruffo’s front yard 
with Ruffo and his five boys. Ruffo 
pointed across the road and said: 
“Jonas, I want to clear that knoll in 
the middle of the field and ready it 
for planting.”

Jonas replied: “Ruffo, you don’t 
want to take those trees down. 
Mother Nature put those trees there 
for a reason. Those are your rain 
trees, and they bring rain to that 
field. You cut those rain trees down, 
and that field will dry up and blow 
away.”

Ruffo said, “Jonas, that’s bull. I’ve 
never heard of rain trees. I don’t 
think you know what you are talking 
about. I hired you and your boys 
to clear that knoll, but If you don’t 
want the job, I’ll find somebody who 
does.”

“O.K.,” Jonas replied. “Let’s go 
to work, boys. Just don’t say you 
weren’t warned.”

And go to work, they did. Saplings 
were cut down or dug up and piled 

for burning. Medium-sized trees 
were felled, then cut up and limbed 
so they could be used for firewood. 
The big trees were felled, limbed, 
and loaded into the freight wagon to 
be hauled to the sawmill. The result-
ing boards would be brought back 
to the farm to be used for building 
various projects.

The stumps were dug up and 
placed on the burn piles. When 
the trees were gone, the area was 
plowed up to prepare it for the 
Spring planting.

After the Spring planting, some-
thing weird started happening. 
Rain clouds would split as they 
approached that four acres. Not a 
drop of rain fell on that field, and it 
dried up like Death Valley.

The planted seeds never came 
up - not even weeds would grow in 
that field. The next year, same song, 
second verse.

In the fall of the second year, 
Ruffo called his boys together. 
“Boys,” he said, “We’ve got work to 

do across the road. We’ll start in the 
north wood lot area tomorrow morn-
ing. Load the big wagon with the 
axes, shovels, rope and whatever 
else we’ll need to start transplanting 
trees.”

After breakfast the next morning, 
they hitched the team to the wagon 
and started north. Ruffo started by 
tying ribbons on a variety of saplings 
he wanted on the knoll, and the 
boys started digging up those trees. 
When they got a wagon load, they 
went to the barren knoll and started 
planting. As soon as the wagon was 
empty, the boys loaded wooden 
barrels into it.

Then they went to the creek, 
formed a bucket brigade and started 
filling the barrels. Back at the knoll, 
they watered the newly transplanted 
saplings. Replanting the original 
four acres took about three weeks 

of back-breaking work. After all 
the trees were replanted, the boys 
hauled water to the saplings once 
a week.

The Spring of the third year, 
the field was replanted. The rain 
returned in the form of a few light 
sprinkles. Some of the seeds 
sprouted, but the harvest was only 
about 10 percent of the average 
previous yield. As the trees grew, 

the rain gradually returned. It took 
about 20 years for that field to 
return to full productivity. Ruffo 
never admitted that he should have 
listened to what Jonas had to say.

Long before conservation and 
other tree-hugger ideas became 
popular, Jonas had the right idea. It 
ain’t nice to fool with Mother Nature, 
and whatever you do, don’t cut 
down your rain trees.

When Grandpa Ruffo had the trees cut down, the rain stopped
(Continued from Page 1)

March marks the beginning of 
Texas History Month, a month-long 
celebration of Texas Independence. 
On March 2, 1836 the Texas Dec-

laration of Indepen-
dence from Mexico 
was signed.

In recognition 
of Texas History 
Month, the Brazoria 
County Histori-
cal Museum will 
host a live virtual 

program with noted speaker and 
former Executive Director of the 
Texas State Historical Association 

County Historical Museum to host 
virtual program on  Texas Revolution

Dr. Frank de la Teja on Thursday, 
March 11, at 6:30 p.m. De La Teja 
will present “Tejanos and the Strug-
gle for Texas Independence.”  

Join him as he explores the role 
that Tejanos (Mexican Texans) 
played in the development of Texas 
after Mexican Independence, and 
their political and military roles in 
the Texas Revolution.   

To participate in this free virtual 
program pre-registration is required. 
To register visit our webpage www.
bchm.org. 

For information, follow us on 
Facebook or call (979) 864-1208.  

Dr. De la Teja



Page 8  THE BULLETIN   February 2, 2021  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COLOR

Earth spin slowed, now speeding up
Tim Balk
New York Daily News (TNS)

As Earth’s rotation speed 
slowed ever-so-slightly in recent 
decades, leap seconds were 
added intermittently to keep clocks 
up to date.

But if a new trend holds, time 
might need to be turned in the 
other direction some day soon.

Earlier this month, The Daily 
Telegraph reported that Earth has 
reached its quickest spin speeds 
in the past half-century.

“It’s quite possible that a neg-
ative leap second will be needed 

if Earth’s rotation rate increases 
further,” said Peter Whibberley, a 
senior research scientist with Brit-
ain’s National Physical Laboratory, 
according to The Daily Telegraph.

The speed of Earth’s spin fluctu-
ates constantly due to a range of 
factors, including the motion of the 
planet’s core and oceans, accord-
ing to the British newspaper.

The last leap second was added 
at the end of 2016, and the next 
leap second remains unscheduled, 
according to the International 
Earth Rotation and Reference 
Systems Service.

You only need an antenna to watch lots of free channels
Don Lindich
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Q. Did you know that Mediacom 
subscribers have been shut out of 
watching NBC? Mediacom is in a 
dispute with TEGNA, and ironically 
this happened after they raised 
my rates about 20%. My cost for 
TV and internet service (I have a 
dumbed-down package, far from 
the most expensive) has gone up 
100% in less than 4 years!

It is ridiculous that we do not get 
a major network like NBC, espe-
cially after all these price increases. 
No Sunday Night Football, I guess.

— A.P., Orono, Minnesota
A. Disputes between media 

companies and cable and satellite 
providers are relatively common, 
with both sides complaining and 
pointing fingers at the other for 
their inability to come to a mutually 
acceptable agreement. 

It is my experience that the 
disputes are resolved over time 
(usually a few weeks at most), and 
the channels return, but it is viewers 
who pay the price as they miss their 
favorite programming as prices 
keep going up.

You can watch NBC for free 
with an antenna, and that is what I 
suggest you do. If you go to anten-
naweb.org and enter your ZIP code, 
the site will recommend the proper 
antenna for your area, as well as 
list the distance from and direction 
to the transmitting towers. 

For your ZIP code, 55356, a 
medium-sized, directional outdoor 
antenna is recommended. This 
will likely cost several hundred 
dollars professionally installed, and 
I consider it a worthwhile invest-
ment because it will protect you 
again future outages from your 
cable company, at least for major 

networks. 
You can try an indoor antenna 

first to see if it can do the job. The 
$119 Antop AT-500SBS (antopusa.
com) and $75 Antennas Direct 
ClearStream MAX-V indoor/outdoor 
antenna with optional stand (anten-
nasdirect.com) would give you a 
good chance of tuning the signal in 
your location.

Given your frustration in the 
cable bill vs. value received, it 
sounds like you may be close to 
cutting the cord. An antenna pulling 
in lots of channels will make that a 
lot easier to do. 

I have a few friends who were 
shocked at how many channels 
they could get with their antenna 
and combined with a few streaming 
services, they don’t miss cable. 

The streaming service subscrip-
tions can certainly add up, but they 
already had Amazon Prime for 
shipping, and their $12.99 Disney+ 
bundle with Hulu and ESPN+, 
combined with $13.99 standard 
Netflix and $14.99 HBO Max keeps 
them under $50 per month for all 
the programming they want.

Can’t go forest bathing? Try tree.fm
Christine Clarridge
The Seattle Times (TNS)

There are few better salves for 
the soul than the sounds of nature.

Spending time in nature has 
been shown scientifically to lower 
stress levels, improve working 
memory and help us feel more 
alive. In Japan, they call it forest 
bathing.

But for all of us who can’t travel, 
can’t forest bathe and may be 
having trouble leaving the house 
at all, here is a low-commitment, 
low-energy option to get some of 
those good juices flowing.

Tree.fm has sounds from forests 
around the world recorded by 
people who live near them. There 
are forests filled with the sounds of 

rain and rushing water, others with 
scores of birds and some that seem 
near silent.

“People around the world 
recorded the sounds of their 
forests, so you can escape into 
nature, while in lockdown or unable 
to travel,” the creators of the site 
say. “Use this site to chill, meditate 
or do some digital shinrin-yoku.”

Visit the Sounds of the Forest 
sound map to find the ones  — 
including Olympic National Forest 
and the Pratt Connector Trail near 
North Bend, Wash. — and find a 
link on tree.fm to donate to organi-
zations that plant trees in nature.

Enjoy your mini-reprieve and take 
heart: The days are getting longer 
even when it still seems dark.

How Mark Twain helped Ulysses S. Grant
Ulysses S. Grant was broke in old age and wrote a book of memoirs so his 
wife could live off of the royalties. After hearing Grant was only offered 10% 
royalty from the first printer, Mark Twain offered him 75%. The book was a 
success, and Grant left his wife $450,000.

Allstate sells life 
insurance branch
Robert Channick
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Insurance giant Allstate has 
agreed to sell its life insurance 
business to private equity firm 
Blackstone for $2.8 billion.

The deal, expected to close 
in the second half 2021 pending 
regulatory approval, provides an 
exit for Allstate from a lower growth 
part of its insurance portfolio, but 
will leave its life insurance clients 
in good hands, the company said 
Wednesday.

“The entities established by 
Blackstone, they’re just a better 
owner for these businesses,” 
Tom Wilson, Allstate’s president 
and CEO, said during an investor 
conference Wednesday. “They’ll be 
well-capitalized, so policyholders 
will continue to be well protected.”

The Allstate Life Insurance Co. 
had a net loss of $23 million in 
the first nine months of 2020, the 
company said. Life insurance sales 
have been declining since 2018 and 
annuity sales were discontinued in 
2014.
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Gina Renee's

Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE

MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at

2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675
ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Search "GinaReneesCatering"

Information 
on the COVID 

vaccine 
From dshs.state.tx.us

Who can get the vaccine 
now?

Front-line healthcare work-
ers and residents at long-
term care facilities (called 
Phase 1A) plus people over 
65 or with a chronic medi-
cal condition that puts them 
at increased risk for severe 
illness from COVID-19 (called 
Phase 1B) are currently eligi-
ble to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine.

• Phase 1B recipients 
include: People 65 years of 
age and older

• People 16 years of age 
and older with at least one 
chronic medical condition that 
puts them at increased risk for 
severe illness from the virus 
that causes COVID-19, such 
as but not limited to: Cancer, 
Chronic kidney disease, 
COPD, Down Syndrome, 
Heart conditions, such as 
heart failure, coronary artery 
disease or cardiomyopathies, 
Solid organ transplantation, 
Obesity and severe obesity 
(body mass index of 30 kg/m2 
or higher), Pregnancy, Sickle 
cell disease, Type 2 diabetes 
mellitus. 

If I’m eligible for vaccine 
now, how do I get one?

If you are in Phase 1A or 1B, 
you have two options to get 
the vaccine: you can get vacci-
nated at a large vaccine hub or 
a local vaccine provider.

Beginning in January, Texas 
established large vaccina-
tion sites or hubs around the 
state. The goal of these hubs 
is to provide more people the 
vaccine and a simpler way to 
sign up for an appointment. 
Vaccine supply is still limited in 
Texas right now. 
After Phase 1, who gets the 

vaccine next and when?
Spring 2021 is the best 

estimate of when vaccine will 
be available for the general 
public, but that may change. 

COVID UPDATE
From brazoriacountytx.gov

 Brazoria County Health 
Department is receiving 
COVID-19 Vaccine in very 
limited quantities.

Appointments for the 
COVID-19 Vaccines are 
now available at all four 
Health Clinics for people 
who meet the State Guide-
lines for Phase 1A and 1B. 

To make an appoint-
ment online, go to  https://
us.pomelo.health/brazo-
riacountytx/forms/VJ, or 
call the clinics to make an 

appointment.
Angleton Clinic 
(979) 864-1484
Alvin Clinic 
(281) 585-3024
Lake Jackson Clinic  

   (979) 265-4446
Pearland Clinic 
(281) 485-5344
Once you have an 

appointment, you can 
download the consent 
forms online and bring 
them with you. Forms 
will also be available the 
clinics.

Brazoria County Vaccine Centers
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THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

wife to fill out the forms for both of 
us. The young woman apparently 
assumed I was incapable of filling 
out the forms myself.

I know recently there has been 
a lot of political correctness about 
interacting with the disabled.

Personally, I don’t care if you 
break the etiquette rules and 
call me “disabled” instead of the 
preferred “person with a disability.” 
I wouldn’t even admonish you if 
you called me the frowned-upon 
“handicapped.”

But there are things I do mind.  
Please don’t assume I am helpless 
just because I am in a wheelchair.  
I know the young lady meant well, 
but my advice is to never make 
assumptions about what a person 
with disabilities can and cannot 
do. We are the best judges of our 

capabilities. 
I run into this behavior in restau-

rants, where servers often give 
the check to my wife, apparently 
assuming I can’t handle it.

If you are unsure whether I can 
handle a task, please just ask me.  
Don’t ignore me. 

A GOOD SPORT:  In a time 
when they are needed more than 
ever, newspaper journalists are 
being laid off, bought out or retiring.

The Houston Chronicle has lost 
some veteran journalists, including 
sportswriter David Barron.

Barron departed the Chronicle 
after 46 years in journalism, 31 of 
them at the Chronicle. I had the 
pleasure of working with David for 
about 20 years at the Chronicle.  
I could always count on him to 
deliver well-written, accurate stories 
on time.

And he was versatile.
In a goodbye series of stories in 

the Chronicle, Barron noted that 
he had written game stories on 30 
different sports and features on a 
half-dozen more. He also covered 
seven Olympics.

He recalled that one of his first 
Page One assignments in 1990 was 
on the outrage after the announce-
ment that parking fees at the Astro-
dome would go from $3 to $4.  

WELL-VERSED:  I have 
never read much poetry, but I was 
mesmerized by Amanda Gorman, 
the young woman who recited her 
poem at President Biden’s inaugu-
ration. How does a 22-year-old join 
Robert Frost and Maya Angelou as 
poets selected for such an honor?

Gorman was raised in Los Ange-
les by a single-mom who teaches 
middle school. She fell in love with 
poetry early and at age 16 became 
the Youth Poet Laureate of Los 
Angeles. A few years later, when 
studying sociology at Harvard, she 
became the first person to hold 
the position of National Youth Poet 
Laureate.

According to the New York Times, 
Gorman was struggling to finish 
the poem she planned on reading 
at the inauguration. She was only 
about halfway through the poem 
when rioters stormed into the halls 
of Congress.  

She stayed up late into the night 
and finished “The Hill We Climb.”

Viewers were so impressed by 
Gorman that on the day after the 
inauguration, her books held the top 
two spots on Amazon’s bestseller 
list.

ANOTHER SORKIN GEM:  I 
viewed something on Netflix you 
might enjoy.

The Trial of the Chicago 7 is 
based on the infamous 1969 trial of 
seven defendants charged by the 
federal government with conspiracy, 
arising from the countercultural 
protests in Chicago at the 1968 
Democratic Convention.

Aaron Sorkin, famous for “West 
Wing,” “A Few Good Men” and 

other successful dramas, wrote 
and directed the movie. The cast 
features Eddie Redmayne as Tom 
Hayden, Sacha Baron Cohen as 
Abbie Hoffman, Frank Langella as 
Judge Julius Hoffman and Michael 
Keaton in a brief appearance as 
Ramsey Clark. 

It is tempting to say this will 
mostly appeal to those of us who 
lived through those turbulent years 

of the Vietnam War.
Recent events, however, give 

it relevance to all Americans. The 
trial sparked a conversation about 
mayhem intended to undermine the 
U.S. government. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516) 

Snippets of a sports writer, a young poet and the Chicago 7
(Continued from Page 1)

Country’s first woman doctor allowed in 
medical school as ‘practical joke’

Apparently, it was a “practical 
joke” when the all-male student 
body at Geneva Medical College 
- now State University of New York - 
voted to accept Elizabeth Blackwell 
as a student in 1847.

 Two years later, 
on Jan. 23, 1849, 
she graduated 
at the top of her 
class; at com-
mencement, the 
school’s dean acknowledged her 
achievement in a rather cynical 
manner and concluded his remarks 
by declaring his hope that Dr. Black-
well would be the last woman to be 
admitted to the college. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal - now The New England 

Journal of Medicine - called her 
achievement “a farce.”

Blackwell completed her gradu-
ate studies in London; in 1851, she 
returned to the U.S., but she was 
shunned - and barred - from prac-

ticing in hospitals. 
Undaunted, she 
opened an office 
in New York City’s 
tenement district; 
six years later, she 

set up The New York Infirmary for 
Women and Children with her sister 
Emily - also doctor - and a third 
female physician. 

(For more information, the 
Grateful American Book Prize rec-
ommends Elizabeth Blackwell: First 
Woman M.D. by Nancy Kline.}

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

If you enjoy reading The Bulletin, please share it with 
a friend and let them know where you picked it up. 
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Today’s trading cards lack gum, bought as investment
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

To paraphrase Rudyard Kipling: 
A good cigar is a smoke, but a cigar 
box filled with trading cards is a 
treasure.

My father smoked Dutch Masters 
Panetelas, and the box in which 
they came was the perfect size for 
storing baseball and football cards 
made by the Topps company. Cards 
came in packs of six, along with a 
stiff slab of pink bubble gum that 
had a distinctive sweet smell, while 
the box, having once held cigars, 
had a deep earthy scent. In combi-
nation, the aroma was intoxicating.

With modern digital enhance-
ments, and boosted by pandem-
ic-altered lifestyles, the sports-card 
business is booming. This month, 
a single card printed in 1952 by 
the Topps company, depicting the 
Yankees rookie sensation Mickey 
Mantle, sold for a record $5.2 
million.

Topps was a family business 
in Brooklyn, launched in 1938 by 
Morris Shorin and his four sons. The 
business, however, was gumâ?’sold 

for a penny per slab. It wasn’t until 
1949 that the Shorins decided they 
could sell more gum by including 
“Magic Photo Cards” in the packs, 
featuring sports stars such as Babe 
Ruth and Cy Young.

Within three years, Topps was 
producing more than 400 different 
baseball cards annually. Then, in 
1992, after four decades of selling 
kids candy they no longer wanted, 
Topps determined it could peddle 
more cards by eliminating the gum. 
Besides, buyers hated the fact that, 
when warm, melting gum stained 
the valuable cards.

Today’s collectors have more on 
their minds, as reflected by a recent 
piece in The Athletic magazine 
titled, “A guide to football card 
investing and future speculating.” 
The focus was on cards produced 
by Panini, an Italian firm that spe-
cialized in selling stickers of soccer 
stars and expanded to the U.S. in 
2009. Having scooped up rights 
to the NBA and NFL, the company 
has modernized the trading-card 
trade and made speculators out of 
collectors.

Demand is growing for cards 
manufactured by Panini America 
and for Topps, which continues 
to hold rights for Major League 
Baseball.

As a former collector and current 
diehard fan, I must say the new card 
craze leaves me cold. The Athletic 
reports, “like any investment, spec-
ulating on football cards carries risk. 
But those risks can be minimized 
given that Panini produces cards for 
each player in a range of investment 
levels. Think of these as akin to 
small-cap, medium-cap and large-
cap investments.”

Another recent wrinkle is “box 
breaks,” in which collectors buy  
rights to a certain number of cards 
in a new box or case, usually 
opened “live” on YouTube or other 
social media sites. Topps is con-
ducting a Breaker Showcase next 
month, with “distinguished guests!” 
and a chance for someone to win 
the “Platinum Box Cutter!”

In March, Panini will release its 
newest NFL set: “Six cards per 
box, 10 boxes per inner case, two 
inner cases per master case” in 
what it calls “stunning Optichrome 
technology.” These are sold at an 
online auction with the price starting 
at $800 and dropping every five 
minutes until the set sells out.

My allowance used to be 25 
cents a week, which bought me 30 
Topps cards and five slabs of stale 
gum. I’m guessing that, even with 
inflation, today’s kids are priced out 
of the Panini auction. But, maybe, if 
they’re lucky, dad will let them play 
with the box.

(A list of Peter Funt’s upcoming 
live appearances is available at 
www.CandidCamera.com. Peter 
Funt is a writer and speaker. His 
book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is 
available at Amazon.com and Can-
didCamera.com. Copyright 2021 
Peter Funt.)

Texas job market resilient in December
The Texas unemployment rate fell in December and private employers 

added 64,200 jobs to finish pandemic-marked 2020 on a positive economic 
note.

The 7.2% jobless rate was nearly a percentage point lower than in 
November, when 8.1% of the state’s labor force was out of work, accord-
ing to Texas Workforce Commission data released recently. Despite that 
improvement, Texas’ rate remained higher than the nation’s 6.7% rate.

The Texas unemployment rate is far lower than the double-digit records of 
April and May, when the spread of COVID-19 shut down businesses in the 
state and sent pre-pandemic job growth into a tailspin. 

Bye, sweet Godiva
Godiva Chocolatier stores are 

closing, blaming the pandemic’s 
acceleration of consumers’ shop-
ping habits.

Most of the stores will remain 
open through Valentine’s Day, which 
is one of Godiva’s top annual sales 
periods, the company oficial said. 

The retailer has 128 stores in the 
U.S. and Canada.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Many new sinners today, but there 
aren’t any new sins - just new rags

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: It seems that the world has 
blurred the lines between right and 
wrong. Everything is relative, and 
there are no longer absolutes. The 
more educated we get, the more 
new sins that emerge. People have 
grown indifferent or rebellious. Is 
this just my imagination? Is there a 
way to start over? -- N.S.

A: As sin has progressed and 
gained momentum, mankind 
seems to have lost his ability to 
be shocked. Behavior that was 
once considered abominable is 
now acceptable. Isaiah the prophet 
wrote: “Woe to those who call evil 
good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20).

One thing is certain, however. 
There are many new sinners today, 
but there aren’t any new sins, just 
the old ones clothed in different 
rags. The Old Testament speaks 
of a time when “everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes” (Judges 
17:6).

It doesn’t have to be this way. 
Where we start determines where 
we end. Each new year brings 
hope and a new opportunity 
for change. We can reset our 
starting line. Take the compass, 
for instance. If the compass is not 
accurate, the traveler will lose his 
way. If the sun and the stars were 
not ordered in their stations, no 

mariner could depend on them to 
find his way through the oceans of 
the world. If there are no absolutes, 
no fixed reference points, there can 
be no certainty.

This is why God’s Word is Good 
News, because the absolute truth 
is that Jesus came and died on 
the cross and rose from the dead, 
to save us from sin. We can be 
reconciled to God and put back 
in a right relationship with Him by 
accepting His provision for sin, 
His Son, Christ the Lord. There 
is hope, there is certainty, and 
there is a reference point and it all 
begins with God.

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Her name was Edith Cazaurang, 
and she was an amazing woman.

  She’s with the Lord, and how 
I long for one more chance to tell 
how much she meant to me. She 
was there at a time in my life when 
hope seemed like only four letters 
standing side-by-side simply out of 
necessity.

There are many things in my 
life where I would be grateful for 
another chance to do it better. The 
obvious, and a given, would be all 
the mistakes I made raising my 
children. At the time, it seemed like 
I was using sound judgment, but 
the view from the rear-view mirror 
is quite different now. There may 
be parents who postulate they 
don’t need, a “Do-Over” button, but 
frankly, I don’t believe them.

Everyone’s “Do-Over” list would 
be different, but the first one on 
mine, after the one about children 
noted above, would be for a light 
that would come on when the Lord 
has placed a person in my life as a 
special gift. 

That’s not to say they weren’t 
appreciated at the time. It’s just that 
I realized too late that I didn’t take 
full advantage of the message. And 
that “Do-Over” would be Edith. She 
taught second grade when my chil-
dren were young and had a gift for 
not only teaching, which is amaz-
ing, but also the unique insightful 
ability to reach inside and touch the 
hearts of hurting students. 

I desperately wanted her for my 
son’s teacher, for reasons better left 
to memories. I diligently prayed all 
summer long for him to be placed in 
her class.  

Registration night came, and 
my heart and my faith felt certain 
it would be so. It wasn’t. What do 
you do when all that is left of your 
hope is four letters standing next to 
each other out of necessity? I felt 
abandoned by the Lord that I was 
just learning to trust.   

What do you do when, three 
days after heartbreak, it’s Sunday?  
You hide your brokenness and go 
to church. As luck would have it - it 
was the Lord since we’re looking in 
the rear-view mirror, and my vision 
has improved tremendously - Edith 
and I attended the same church.  
After the service, I wept in her arms 

for my son, my shattered hope and 
a weakened faith that felt it didn’t 
have a leg to stand on.  

She listened without comment 
as I poured out my heartbreak. She 
looked intently into my face - and 
with a depth of compassion, I later 
learned came from many years of 
long, stormy roads - spoke to my 
hurting heart, just as she did to her 
students.  

She told me the Lord sees 
beyond the present and knew 
what was best for my son, and he 
didn’t need to be in her class. Her 
voice fell as softly as raindrops on 
parched ground, and she changed 
my heart that day. Her thoughtful 
counsel opened my eyes to many 

things: I was not alone in my 
brokenness and that most people 
struggle with the same emotions 
and feel certain they are facing 
these challenges alone.  

Another surprise was the com-
monality that my fear of being dif-
ferent from others and labeled as a 
prime example of being dropped on 
my head at birth, or soon thereafter, 
was also widespread. Truly, a lot of 
time and energy has been wasted 
on my journey to maturity. 

Modern life says we should 
multi-task: work, church and family 
activities, friends, and community 
service, while seamlessly walking 
this journey. Of course, for ratings, 
we must do this while making it look 
completely effortless.  

It’s sort of like holding sheetrock 
with your head so your husband 
can get the cordless screwdriver 
button flipped from counterclock-
wise to clockwise and attach the 
sheetrock to the ceiling - as men-
tioned in a previous column. Yeah, 
that’s basically how effortless that 
mantra of “I’ve got this” really is.

In the fall of 1977, Edith was 
planning a training session for 
Sunday School teachers. To visu-
alize their importance, I wrote this 
poem and attached it to a bare tree 
with one hanging leaf. Edith saw 
beyond this first attempt at writing 
and spoke to my deeply buried 
dream to express my heart in writ-
ing. There are many ways to save a 
life, and Edith changed the direction 
of mine.  

What do you see when you look 
at me?

What I am, or what I could be?
Where is the life that could run in 

my veins?
In the shadow of my branches, 

peace could reign.
Too late for all these, you see.
For they have already fallen from 

my tree.
Now, only one small leaf on my 

branches does hold.
Does not this leaf have a right to 

be told?
There’s a place for him in his 

Father’s heart?
Who can God send as the days 

come to an end?
As we wait for this last leaf to fall,
Do we remember, our Father 

gave us His all? 
My friend Sharon Danford lives 

in Brazoria and bakes the most 
wonderful gifts. This cake was our 
Christmas gift 20 years ago, and I 
still remember her grace and kind-
ness every time I bake it.

Oatmeal Cake
1 ¼  Cup Boiling Water
1  Cup Quick Cooking Oats
1  Stick Butter
Combine in a mixing bowl and 

allow to rest for 15 minutes.
In a separate bowl combine:
1 Cup Sugar
1 Cup Brown Sugar
2 Eggs
1 Teaspoon Baking Soda
1 Teaspoon Salt
1 Teaspoon Cinnamon
1 ½ Cups Flour
Mix well and add to the oat 

mixture. Mix by hand and pour into 
well-greased and floured 13x9 pan.  
Bake at 350° for 35 minutes.

Topping
1 Stick Butter
1 Cup Brown Sugar
1/3 Cup Milk
Combine in saucepan and cook 

until thickened. Add to the thick-
ened topping mixture:

1 Cup Chopped Nuts
1 Cup Coconut
1 Teaspoon Vanilla
Mix well and spread over the hot 

cake.  
Change the oven to broil and 

lightly brown.
(To contact Shirley, please send 

emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

My ‘do-over’ list  includes Edith for changing my life

CHASING THE CREATOR

• In Catholicism, there are patron saints for nearly everything, including 
beekeepers (Saint Ambrose), headaches (Saint Bibiana), and coffee (Saint 
Drogo).

• For Hanukkah, menorahs burn through 44 candles -- adding one candle 
each of the 8 nights, plus the “shamash,” a candle used to light the others 
each night.

• In Buddhism, Nirvana isn’t a place reached through death but is instead 
a state achieved through enlightenment, which can sometimes take multiple 
reincarnations.

• Mormons aren’t allowed to drink tea, coffee, or alcohol (but soda’s O.K!)
• Some religious denominations refuse modern technology; members of 

the Amish religion do without electricity or telephones.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Meals 

served at 11:30 a.m. at center. 
Meals on wheels available - call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call before 8 a.m. 
Take-out meals - call by 10:30 a.m. 
to be picked up at 11 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 3: Spaghetti 
with meat sauce, carrots, peas, 
pears & cottage cheese, garlic 
sticks, dessert.

Thursday, Feb. 4: Meatloaf, 

macaroni & cheese, lima beans, 
mustard greens, jello salad, biscuits.

Friday, Feb. 5: Salisbury steak, 
broccoli, squash casserole, slaw, 
sliced bread, dessert.

Monday, Feb. 8: BBQ Sausage, 
broccoli rice casserole, beets, chili 
beans, cornbread, pears & cottage 
cheese, dessert.

Tuesday, Feb. 9: Brisket, gravy, 
creamed potatoes, green beans, 
fruit salad, rolls, cherry cobbler.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Jumbles: BUILD  COMIC  FALLEN  RADIUS
Answer: When the Jumble creators realized they’d forgotten to make a puzzle, they -- SCRAMBLED

obsession with achieving your 
ambitions can make you appear 
insensitive. Avoid making any major 
decisions or drastic changes until at 
least the middle of the week, when 
you might get better results.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
seem more outgoing than usual 
and are not simply going through 
the motions when you extend your 
hand in friendship. In the week 
ahead, you may be at your best 
in social situations where you can 
expect to receive more support.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): There 
are times when you love being 
spoiled and coddled. You could 
receive your heart’s desires as the 
week unfolds since your strong feel-
ings may easily be communicated. 
Focus on creating a happy home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Be prepared to adapt to changing 
conditions during the week ahead. 
Some changes should be for the 
better and uplift your spirits, but 
don’t launch anything of importance 
today or tomorrow.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): In the week ahead, you 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): A 
loved one could be more loving 
and thoughtful than expected in 
the week ahead. Since you may be 
the target of someone’s ardor and 
passionate affection, be prepared 
and set aside some extra time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Life 
is full of surprises, and you may be 
the center of attention, especially 
in social settings. A restless urge 
to ignore the old and test-drive the 
new can motivate you to break from 
traditions in the week to come.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Fol-
lowing the rules of etiquette shows 
respect and consideration to others. 
You may not need to think of some-
thing to say when you receive a gift 
or a favor in the week ahead since 
it’s easy to remember a thank-you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Someone close could be pre-
occupied by thoughts of love 
or immersed in group activities. 
Either way, your presence may be 
needed. Earn a few brownie points 
by making inspired purchases for 
your home this week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): An 

may show resourcefulness when 
handling problems and posses-
sions. You might find an ingenious 
replacement for a potentially broken 
object. Find ways to satisfy a desire 
to learn, investigate or explore.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Romance may become part 
of your repertoire as this week 
unfolds. You may get all wrapped 
up in a relationship that seems 
merely friendly on the outside but 
is destined to aid you in expressing 
true affection.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Don’t take your good luck for 
granted, especially in the first part 
of the week. Avoid taking risks with 
your money for the next few days. 
Before the week is over, you may 
be given an opportunity to make 
beneficial changes.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There may be numerous occasions 
during the week ahead to meet new 
people who might become welcome 
fixtures in your life. You may be 
encouraged to adjust your view-
point to accommodate someone’s 
beliefs.

February 2
1876 - The National League 

of Professional Base Ball Clubs 
(known as the National League) 
was formed in New York. The teams 
included were the Chicago White 
Stockings, Philadelphia Athletics, 
Boston Red Stockings, Hartford 
Dark Blues, Mutual of New York, St. 
Louis Brown Stockings, Cincinnati 
Red Stockings and the Louisville 
Grays.

1945 - U.S. President Roosevelt 
and British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill left for a summit in Yalta 
with Soviet leader Josef Stalin.

February 3
1862 - Thomas Edison printed the 

“Weekly Herald” and distributed it to 
train passengers traveling between 
Port Huron and Detroit, MI. It was 
the first time a newspaper had been 
printed on a train.

1927 - The Federal Radio Com-
mission was created when U.S. 
President Calvin Coolidge signed 
a bill.

February 4
1861 - Delegates from six south-

ern states met in Montgomery, AL, 
to form the Confederate States of 
America.

1932 - The first Winter Olympics 
were held in the United States at 
Lake Placid, NY.

1941 - The United Service Orga-
nizations (USO) was created.

February 5
1953 - The Walt Disney’s film 

“Peter Pan” opened at the Roxy 
Theatre in New York City.

1988 - A pair of indictments were 
unsealed in Florida, accusing Pan-
ama’s military leader, Gen. Manuel 
Antonio Noriega, of bribery and drug 
trafficking.

February 6
1926 - The National Football 

League adopted a rule that made 
players ineligible for competition 
until their college class graduated.

1933 - The 20th Amendment to 
the Constitution was declared in 
effect. The amendment moved the 
start of presidential, vice-presiden-
tial and congressional terms from 
March to January.

1952 - Britain’s King George VI 

died. His daughter, Elizabeth II, 
succeeded him.

February 7
1882 - The last bareknuckle fight 

for the heavyweight boxing cham-
pionship took place in Mississippi 
City.

1913 - The Turks lost 5,000 men 
in a battle with the Bulgarian army 
in Gallipoli.

1922 - DeWitt and Lila Acheson 
Wallace offered 5,000 copies of 
“Reader’s Digest” magazine for the 
first time.

February 8
1861 - The Confederate States of 

America was formed.
1896 - The Western Conference 

was formed by representatives of 
Midwestern universities. The group 
changed its name to the Big 10 
Conference.

1918 - During World War I, “The 
Stars and Stripes” was published 
under orders from General John J. 
Pershing for the United States Army 
forces in France. It was published 
from February 8, 1918 to June 13, 
1919.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Furniture chain that also sells 

lingonberry jam
5 Highlander
9 Irritable
14 December temp
16 Overseas coppers
17 March commander
19 Count who has a cameo in “Blaz-

ing Saddles”
20 Thus far

21 Airport with many connecting 
flights

22 Rathskeller rejection
25 Tenants
28 SFO overseer
31 Not just assume
33 Merit badge spot
34 Gaga over
36 Shellfish serving
38 Smug look
41 March composer

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
LION  PUMA  TIGER  CAMEL  PANDA  MONKEY  DONKEY

44 Fritters away time
45 French 101 verb
46 Old Russian ruler
47 Not demanding
49 Citrus peel
51 Greener Living org.
52 English blue cheese
55 Whiskey cocktail
57 Form 1099 org.
58 “Wonder Woman” actress Gadot
60 Run out
64 March creator
69 Hides in the shadows
70 “Shape of You” Grammy winner
71 Direct
72 “Gone Girl” actress Ward
73 “Queen of Country,” familiarly

DOWN
1 Website for looking up “that actor 

on that show”
2 __ Zor-El: Supergirl’s name on 

Krypton
3 Yale students
4 Totally wiped
5 Moo goo __ pan
6 “Commonwealth” novelist Patchett
7 “Unique everything” online shop
8 “Gotta run!”
9 PC core
10 Copying button
11 Music to a bar customer’s ears
12 Really clean
13 Some Slavs
15 Stylishly smooth
18 GPS displays
23 Go very slowly
24 “I’m not kidding!”
26 Torments with reminders
27 Letter-shaped opening
28 “Natural artesian water” brand
29 Give __ to: okay
30 Fashionable sportswear port-

manteau
32 Ballroom dance
35 Tatum who plays Amanda in “The 

Bad News Bears”
37 Tangle around a surge protector
39 Pronto
40 “Teen Titans” and “Teen Titans 

Go!” voice actress Strong
42 Hissed summons
43 100 centavos
48 Tranquil discipline
50 Veil material
52 Opera great Beverly
53 Brook fish
54 Identifies
56 Regatta entrant
59 Put on cargo
61 Peruse, with “over”
62 Wild guess
63 Italian peak
65 ‘50s prez
66 Pre-1991 atlas initials
67 Couture monogram
68 “I’ve got it!”
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.



Page 16  THE BULLETIN   February 2, 2021  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


